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Tufts prepares for budget cuts in light of crisis
by Sarah Butrymowicz
and Alexandra Bogus

Bacow talks to Senate
about Tufts’ finances

Daily Editorial Board

Anticipating a precipitous drop in its
endowment resulting from the national economic crisis, the university is facing budget
cuts in a wide array of areas.
Tufts’ endowment is anticipated to decline
by 25 percent this year, and administrators
expect a decrease in giving. Meanwhile,
the financial aid budget will need to rise by
approximately 10 percent to guarantee assistance for all students currently enrolled.
In all, Tufts is bracing itself for $36 million
in budget cuts for next year and is trying to
spend $10 million less than originally planned
this year to offset reduced returns on investments.
Apart from internal cuts, the Cummings
School of Veterinary Medicine has received
a $5.4 million cut in funding from the state
government.
Administrators have repeatedly emphasized that the university’s top priority is to
meet students’ financial needs. Retaining faculty is the second priority.
“We will balance the budget, but we will
budget it by asking people to sacrifice,”
University President Lawrence Bacow said at a
Tufts Community Union (TCU) Senate meeting Sunday night. “Everyone is going to have
to sacrifice.”
Revenue expected to decline
The university reports the value and performance of its endowment at the end of each
fiscal year, but administrators assess it at the
end of each month to help plan ahead.
“In the first quarter of 2009, we expect to
use an average of values over the preceding
several months to determine spending for the
next fiscal year, which will begin July 1, 2009,”
Chief Investment Officer Sally Dungan told
the Daily in an e-mail.
In an e-mail to the Tufts community, Bacow
estimated that the endowment would decline
about 25 percent in the coming year. This
would translate into a loss of about $24 million
of distributable income, he said.
About 13 percent of Tufts’ operating fund
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President Bacow met with the TCU Senate on Sunday to discuss the university’s economic future.
comes from the endowment, according to a
statement from the Investment Office.
“Moody’s [Economy.com] has predicted
an average decline of about 30 percent for
endowments [at universities nationwide],” the
statement said. “We typically do better than
average and we hope that will be the case
again, although there are no guarantees.”
In addition to the fact that the endowment
already faces a decline, some of its money
may be legally ineligible for use, according to
Provost Jamshed Bharucha. The endowment
consists of many different types of funds, such
as gifts given to endow professorships or capital projects.
“If the market value of that fund has
dropped below the original gift, then we can’t
spend out of that fund at all, by law,” he said.

Officials are working to determine which
endowed funds are available and which will
need new financing.
The university has four sources of revenue
aside from the endowment: gifts, research revenues, clinical revenues, and tuition and fees.
Tuition, the school’s most lucrative source
of income, is the only portion of revenue that
the university can directly control. But realistic
assessments of families’ capacities to pay will
prevent tuition from providing a major financial boon next year. Still, the university will
have to raise tuition to some degree, according
to Bacow.
“We’re not going to be able to raise tuition,
given the economic situation, even close to
see ECONOMY, page 2

	University President Lawrence
Bacow presented a dire but hopeful
assessment of the university’s economic situation in a talk to the Tufts
Community Union (TCU) Senate on
Sunday.
Bacow estimated that Tufts is currently facing a $36 million deficit in
its operating budget for next year.
	He also projected that a lower
number of less-affluent students
will be able to attend the university.
“What is likely to happen is the next
class is likely to be, if I had to guess,
less socioeconomically diverse than
prior classes,” he said.
Tufts’ expected budget shortfall
will be exacerbated by a $3 million
to $4 million increase in financial
aid as part of the administration’s
primary goal of providing the financial resources needed to keep students at Tufts.
	As students and their families
continue to feel the strain of a faltering economy, student groups will
need to balance the desire to promote new activities with the need
to include members, Bacow said.
“I think as we get more and more
economically diverse, it will test our
egalitarian tradition,” he said.
Bacow noted the example of
seniors criticizing the high cost of
activities during Senior Week, which
can exclude less well-off students.
“What I’m hoping is that over
time, there’s enough sensitivity to
these things on campus that the
problem becomes self-limiting,”
Bacow said. As an example of a
solution, he suggested holding the
senior formal at a less opulent
venue.
— by Jeremy White

Amethyst inspires Jumbos to discuss drinking age
by

Christina Pappas
Daily Staff Writer

The end is near
Meredith Klein/tufts daily

The Somerville Transportation
Equity Partnership (STEP) and the
Medford Green Line Neighborhood
Alliance (MGNA) hosted a community meeting yesterday at which
the groups argued for ending the
planned Green Line extension at
a location by the Mystic Valley
Parkway (Route 16).
Both STEP and MGNA oppose
the alternate terminus location,
which is at the intersection of
College and Boston Avenues. Plans
are in place to build a station there
regardless of whether it will be the
final stop.
	State Sen. Patricia Jehlen (D-2nd

Middlesex), state Rep. Carl Sciortino
(D-34th Middlesex) and Somerville
Mayor Joseph Curtatone were also
in favor of the Route 16 terminus.
“It’s fair to say that there is
clearly enough demand for a station at Route 16,” Sciortino said
in reference to the petition for the
Route 16 station, which already has
2,300 signatures.
Curtatone was extremely supportive of the extension. “This
is the best transit project on the
books right now. Your advocacy as
citizens is crucial,” he said.
— by Pranai Cheroo

A small but passionate group of
studentsgatheredlastnightinSophia
Gordon Hall to discuss lowering the
drinking age in light of University
President Lawrence Bacow’s decision to join the Amethyst Initiative,
a group of college presidents that
support debating the policy.
“We think it’s a good idea to
encourage discussion on the drinking policy, because the current
policy isn’t working,” said senior
Leah Reitz, who organized the event
along with fellow senior Jen Burg.
“We thought it would be interesting

to see what students at Tufts think
on the issue.”
The lively discussion grew intense
at points, with students arguing
from both sides.
“If we lower the drinking age, what
are we saying about our country’s
stance on alcohol?” freshman Alon
Agai asked. “If we want to equalize
alcohol use on college campuses,
why not change the drinking age to
22?”
Max Pinto, a sophomore from
France, said that binge drinking is
nowhere near as problematic in
Europe, where drinking ages are
typically lower, as it is in the United
States. “People drink to get blasted
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Students discuss the drinking age.
see AMETHYST, page 2

Committee considering tightening AP credit policies
by

Hui Lim

Contributing Writer

Incoming freshmen as early as
next year may face stricter rules
governing the use of Advanced
Placement credits for fulfilling
Tufts requirements.
Tufts’ Educational Policy
Committee (EPC) is reviewing the school’s AP credit policy

Inside this issue

in preparing for what Dean of
Undergraduate Education James
Glaser described as a muchneeded policy update.
“In these past years, the number of Tufts students coming in
with AP backgrounds has grown
astronomically,” Glaser said. He
explained that the current policy
has been unchanged for “many
years” and that there is a common

interest among his colleagues in
updating the policy to suit the
changing profile of the student
body.
Tufts’ AP credit policy is currently one of the most generous among its peer institutions,
Glaser said. Students who receive
certain scores on particular AP
see AP CREDIT, page 4
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University cuts back on non-essential hires, looks to avoid laying off faculty members
economy

continued from page 1

what we had been expecting,” he said.
Gifts to the university are also down.
Although Tufts has raised $922 million to date
in its Beyond Boundaries capital campaign
and still expects to reach the goal of $1.2 billion by 2011, the annual fund has declined by
11 percent since this time last year, according
to Christine Sanni, director of advancement
communications and donor relations.
Still, those who are still giving are doing so
at a higher level. The average gift to the annual
fund is up by 20 percent since last year and is
now $428.
The Cummings School is facing budget cuts
both from the university and the state. Gov.
Deval Patrick’s budget cuts will have decreased
the state’s appropriation to the school by $5.4
million by fiscal year 2009.
“The staff, faculty and students of the
Cummings School have been very creative and
collaborative in their approach to this budget crisis,” Cummings School Dean Deborah
Kochevar said in an e-mail. “We have devised
a list of high-priority reductions to our budget
that begins to address the shortfall.”
For instance, the Cummings administration
has decided to suspend school-supported faculty sabbaticals while simultaneously encouraging more students to work extra rotations
at clinics during their fourth year. This would
generate more revenue for the school.
The school has even stopped providing
bottled water in its buildings so that people
will drink from taps instead. “This measure
alone will save us more than $20,000 over the
next year and a half,” Kochevar said.

University explores budget cuts
Although the Cummings School was the
only one to suffer state budget cuts, every
department, center and institute within the
university is reevaluating its expenditures in
search of areas that warrant reductions. “We’re
combing through our budgets for any savings
that we can find,” Bharucha said.
Professor Enrico Spolaore, chair of the
economics department, said that his department has taken measures to reduce costs and
has become “extra cautious that everything
we do is still really necessary.” But at the
moment, the economics department has not
needed to enact a major budget cut and has
continued to maintain a relatively typical
level of activity.
Creating the university’s budget is a complicated process, according to Vice President for
Finance and Treasurer Tom McGurty. “Each
school has its own budget process … There
will be various check-ins along the way to see
how the budget is developing and what the
decisions are,” he said.
A final product will be presented to the
Board of Trustees in May for approval. Until
that time, no decisions are final, he said.
Bacow had a meeting on Nov. 8 with the
trustees. According to Linda Dixon, the secretary of the trustees, Bacow listed several items
that account for the $36 million he is expecting to cut. His talk instilled confidence, Dixon
said.
“The trustees felt that the university was in
good hands … and stepped back,” she said.
In addition to reaching out to the trustees,
Bacow has made an effort to keep the Tufts
community abreast of the university’s eco-
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President Bacow told the TCU Senate on
Sunday that the university is avoiding cutting
faculty members.

Crunching numbers
-$1.5 billion: Total endowment
-$375 million: Predicted endowment
loss this year (25 percent)
-$36 million: Projected budget cuts for
next year
-$10 million: Projected budget cuts for
this year
All numbers are approximate
nomic situation. He has attended numerous
meetings with faculty and staff, spoken to the
TCU Senate and sent two e-mails to the entire
community.
“He’s been very open and transparent
about the challenges we’re facing because of
the economy,” Dean of Student Affairs Bruce
Reitman said.
One option for reducing the budget is to
freeze salaries for the coming year, possibly
excepting those who earn under $50,000
annually. The faculty and staff have taken this
prospect in stride, according to Bharucha.
“Obviously, faculty and staff are concerned about their own financial conditions
and would love to see raises,” he said. “Even
though it’s not easy for people to accept a
salary freeze — and academic salaries are not
high to begin with — the response that we’ve
been hearing from the faculty is that they are
completely supportive of students being the
top priority.”
Many U.S. universities have recently implemented freezes, but Spolaore said that if they
continue in the long run, the unlikelihood of
salary raises might jeopardize the caliber of
faculty willing to stay.
“If it was more than a temporary measure,
then the quality of the faculty would go down.
That would be a real problem for Tufts,” he
said.
Part of the appeal of a salary freeze, though,
is that it would enable the school to avoid
firings, according to a number of sources.
“Layoffs would be worse [than a freeze]. I
appreciate the attempt to preserve jobs,”

Spolaore said. “We have to make sure that we
do not … fire people that we need.”
Still, not every job is guaranteed. “I don’t
want to have to lay off people, especially given
the economy,” Bacow said. “But if things get
worse, we could be looking at layoffs.”
Tufts has instituted a “flexible-hiring freeze,”
said Bacow, explaining that the university will
only hire people for positions deemed critically important. “Each open staff position is
being reviewed very carefully,” Bharucha said.
New capital projects, including the construction of a biology engineering lab, will
remain on hold. “We’ve had to pause the planning until the financial situation improves,”
Bharucha said.
Projects underway are not in danger of
being halted. “[A] recent bond issue provided
long-term financing for a variety of capital
projects … currently underway on all three
campuses,” McGurty said. “We fully expect
these projects will be completed.”
The university also hopes to chip away
at costs by reducing faculty travel. “We have
increased teleconferencing and videoconferencing [on the Grafton campus] to reduce
time and energy expenditures associated with
trips to Boston, Medford and other venues,”
Kochevar said. “Our administrators and others across the university have curtailed discretionary travel and returned these savings to
operating budgets.”
Financial aid, other priorities stand out
Bacow and other officials have consistently
established that the first priority for Tufts is to

Police Briefs
ID proves hard to find
Tufts University Police Department (TUPD)
officers arrived at 11 Whitfield Rd. along
with Somerville Police Department officers
after receiving a noise complaint at 12:57
a.m. on Nov. 22. Earlier in the evening,
TUPD officers had gone to the house and
asked the students there to quiet down.
Upon returning, the officers found some
students standing on the sidewalk and the
porch. When officers attempted to enter
the house, the door was slammed in their
face.
Once they entered, the officers located a
resident and asked her for identification. She
told them she did not have it with her but
would go retrieve it. Officers began to clear
the party out and eventually realized the
student had not returned with her ID. They
went upstairs and heard voices coming from
a room. They knocked, and the individuals
inside let them in. 		
The student had changed into her pajamas and looked as if she was ready to go
to bed, leading officers to conclude that she

had never intended to come down with her
ID. The party was cleared out and a report
was sent to the dean’s office.

Fallen electrical lines ignite
blaze on Packard, knock
out power
TUPD received a call at 6:30 a.m. on Nov.
22 reporting that electrical wires were falling
down on Packard Avenue outside of Lewis
Hall. The wires caught on fire, which spread
to two trees on the street. The Somerville Fire
Department responded and put out the fire.
An on-campus house lost power, and officers notified NSTAR, the local power company,
and the Somerville Public Works Department.
The two trees were cut down and the street
was kept closed until 12:30 p.m. The house
regained power shortly after 11 a.m.

Tequila Pain
An intoxicated Tufts student exiting Tequila
Rain at last week’s Senior Pub Night was
pushed and fell to the ground. She hit her

head on the pavement, causing a concussion.
TUPD was not able to respond, as the bar was
in Boston, but the police were informed of the
incident, which happened at 1:10 a.m. on
Nov. 21. The student was treated at the Beth
Israel Deaconess Medical Center in Boston.

Good samaritan, bad walker
TUPD officers observed a male student
lying on the crosswalk in front of South
Hall at 2:14 a.m. on Nov. 22. Another student was standing over him. When officers
approached the one who was standing,
he told them that he had seen the student
struggling to walk and had started to help
him. The stumbling student stopped walking
and the other individual lowered him to the
ground.
The Somerville Fire Department and
Cataldo Ambulance, Inc. also responded.
The student was transported to Somerville
Hospital. “It’s a good thing that kid was
there,” TUPD Sgt. Robert McCarthy said.
— compiled by Sarah Butrymowicz

meet the full financial need of current Tufts
undergraduates. This means that the financial
aid budget will go up by $3 million to $4 million next year, according to Bacow.
The school resets this budget each year
based on the economy and unemployment
rates. It is generally increased during recessions, according to Director of Financial Aid
Patricia Reilly.
“We’ve been working really hard to try to
estimate what we think the increased need is
going to be next year,” Reilly said. “It’s hard to
do that because the situation seems to keep
changing weekly.”
Reilly said that her office has been in close
contact with senior administrators throughout the crisis.
Need-blind admissions, which has been
the unofficial policy for two years, may not
be possible for the Class of 2013, but the
admissions office is still hoping to abide by it.
“It is our intention to read applications and
select the next freshman class with need-blind
admission practices,” Dean of Admissions Lee
Coffin said in an e-mail to the Daily.
But the admissions office will not know
whether it can use need-blind admissions
until late March, when it will determine the
need of the incoming freshman class and the
availability of funding for financial aid.
“We will endeavor to be completely needblind, but we cannot commit to that because
there’s uncertainty as to how much financial
aid that’s going to require,” Bharucha said.
The university’s second priority is to maintain the current size of its faculty, which potential salary freezes could facilitate.
Despite the more stringent hiring policy,
searches for new faculty are going ahead as
scheduled, for the time being. Each summer,
deans authorize hiring plans for departments,
in most cases to replace faculty who have left.
Searches are then conducted during the year,
with hiring happening in the late winter or
spring.
“As of now, we are proceeding with those
searches to hire those faculty,” Bharucha said.
“But we recognize that should the financial
situation deteriorate, it may be necessary for
us not to fill some of those positions.”
Spolaore said that the economics department is looking to expand its faculty with
two new assistant professorships, positions
that he said are greatly needed in light of the
increasing number of students who are taking
economics courses.
“I’m very grateful to the administration
that this hasn’t been stopped,” Spolaore said.
“We’re told that unless the situation becomes
worse, much worse than it is … we should
be able to maintain the spots that have been
approved.”
Most of the budget cuts are designed to
have minimal effects on students, as preserving the quality of Tufts’ academics is another
priority of the administration. “In our planning during this crisis, our top priority is our
students,” Bharucha said. “That’s why we tried
to find cuts in other areas.”
Still, students will not be immune to the
budget cuts. Support may be withdrawn for
the abroad trips of student groups, such as
the orchestra, Bacow said. If the situation
becomes dire enough, even aspects of the
“core academic mission” might have to go,
including the Summer Scholars Program and
provost scholarships for graduate students.

Students talk about
lowering selectively
AMETHyST

continued from page 1

here, not to appreciate the alcohol,” he said.
Many students said that in this country, attitudes toward alcohol encourage furtive binge
drinking and should ideally be reformatted.
“Binge drinking is definitely a problem specific to our culture,” senior Marisa Jones said.
Some of the students who favored lowering
the drinking age expressed reservations. “It’s
a really difficult issue to try to resolve,” senior
Andrew Mills said. “You have to consider what
the impact on high schoolers would be by just
abruptly lowering the drinking age. We could
try to phase it out gradually instead.”
Participants also toyed with the idea of lowering the drinking age for certain alcohol, such
as beer and wine, rather than implementing a
sweeping drop.
The students who were legally able to drink
agreed that after they turned 21, their interest
in abusing alcohol had waned. “After you’ve
been an idiot a few times, you start to learn
your limit and you think about what you’re
doing to your body,” Reitz said.
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These racks may soon be the new home of shared campus bikes.

Just what I needed: ZipCar and bike-share
programs provide mobility for the carless
by

Catherine Scott

Daily Editorial Board

Getting around off campus poses a problem for Tufts students, many of whom are
prevented from having cars by bans relating to their class year or by the difficulty of
finding off-campus parking. Even students
with access to cars find their mobility hindered by costs associated with gas and car
maintenance.
Some students, however, are looking to
on-campus shared transportation to avoid
these problems and satisfy their travel
needs. Growing out of a broader interest in

eco-friendly efficiency, the existing ZipCar
program and a proposed bike-share program give students the opportunity to use
a vehicle only when they need to.
ZipCar provides cars for communitybased short-term rental throughout the
country, but has especially focused on providing transportation for students on college campuses. Students who are 21 or
older can apply online to get access to one
of two on-campus ZipCars, which they can
then use by making reservations on a firstcome, first-serve basis.
Sophomore Kyle Sircus believes that the
service is a strong solution for college stu-

dents’ travel needs.
“I think it’s great for grocery shopping,
goings to friends’ houses or all-day outings.
A lot of my older friends have used it and
love it,” Sircus said.
Sircus pointed out, however, that the
actual utility of the program is limited by its
age restriction.
“I can’t use it because I’m not of age, but I
would definitely use it if I were 21,” he said.
Junior Scott Silverman, vice president of
the Tufts Community Union (TCU) Senate,
is working on a transportation solution that
see TRANSPORTATION, page 4

Friends in high school and at Tufts often overlap
by Julia

Zinberg

Contributing Writer

Regardless of how much literal and
figurative distance they put between
their high-school and college experiences, many Tufts students find that
they can’t leave everything behind.
High schools commonly send students
to Tufts in pairs, threes and even groups
of 10, which means that some students
have found themselves pursuing their
college educations alongside friends
and acquaintances from high school.
Many students have become closer
with high-school classmates at Tufts
since entering college, and the experience has been, for most, a positive
one.
“I’m happy I came to Tufts with
the [high-school] people I did,” said
sophomore Robbie Gottlieb, who
attended Horace Greeley High School
in Chappaqua, N.Y. “We weren’t best
friends in high school, but now we are
much more friendly.”
“I have become closer with some of
the people from my high school [who
now go to Tufts] because I’ve gotten to
know them better,” freshman Alan Yee
of Weston High School in Weston, Mass.
said.
Indeed, the high-school link is a
force that helps forge college friendships between people who were in
completely different social circles in
high school.
“I didn’t talk to some of the people
from my high school [who now go to
Tufts] before coming here, but now

Tien Tien/Tufts Daily

Sophomores Luke Heffernan (left) and Kostya Gorbunov (right) attended the same high school.
we’re friendly,” said freshman Dana
Cheriff, who also attended Horace
Greeley.
In extreme cases, people who barely
knew each other in high school become
good friends once they enter college
together.
“I had talked to [juniors] Will Maroni

and Jon Bornstein, [high-school classmates now at Tufts], probably only
once in high school; we hung out with
completely different people. But we
got really close here and now we hang
out a lot,” said junior Veronica Turk, of
see HIGH SCHOOL, page 4

h, Thanksgiving. The ultimate
family holiday, bringing you,
your parents and, if your family is anything like mine, 57 of
your extended relatives together since
1621. I spent my first 18 Thanksgivings
road-tripping to Philadelphia in order
to accommodate my dad’s North by
Northeast fam and became quite accustomed to Borkan family traditions:
Grandma overdoes the turkey, Uncle
Eric overdoes the wine, my dad nurses a
beer he secretly hates the taste of while
he feigns interest in a football game he
couldn’t care less about, and my sisters
regress severely in order to find playmates in our much younger cousins.
Last year, however, this all changed.
After making one too many treks down to
the City of Brotherly Love with my aunt
and uncle, the last of which involved an
uncomfortable and borderline explicit
debate on homosexuality with my uncle
(who is apparently the Devil’s advocate
himself ), I decided maybe I should start
going home to Ohio for Thanksgiving —
and I got a taste of what Thanksgiving
break in college really means.
Once you leave for college, the focus
of Thanksgiving shifts from family to
old friends, but I would argue that the
holiday only becomes more traditional;
the phrase “old habits die hard” was
invented for the weird, transient fiveday déjà vu most of us will embark
upon tomorrow. For three months, high
school is fairly irrelevant to our lives.
Sure, we still do the things we did back
then, but now we do them with different
people — and drunk.
For most of us, there is little to no
intersection between Tufts and that distant dream that was our adolescence.
All we seem to know how to do when
we return is to pick up where we left off,
but in a far more concentrated manner; we need to fit a quarter of highschool ridiculousness into a mere five
days. The break is a reminder that your
chance to do whatever it is you didn’t do
in high school didn’t die at graduation,
but has simply been hibernating — the
key word here being “do.”
You know what I mean: Thanksgiving
break is full of the inevitable and unexpected as exes are reunited, unrealized crushes are brought to fruition
and unrequited love is finally requited. This effect is only intensified if
your crowd didn’t drink in high school,
because chances are that you do now
and will want to do it together. After
one beer (and years of baggage), latency
becomes blatancy; outrageousness can
only ensue.
It’s unavoidable, so just savor the
crazy. Freshmen, don’t read this column
and think you can get around it — if
you had any friends in high school, just
wait. By this time next week, you will
have gotten back together with your
ex, watched your friends do the same,
hooked up with your “platonic” buddy
or at the very least, had disturbingly
old-school thoughts about your highschool beau/friend with benefits/prom
date/calc teacher.
Don’t worry, you will hop back in
the DeLorean and return to college,
both physically and metaphorically, but
there will always be next Thanksgiving.
Last year, I purposely ran into my exboyfriend and discovered that since we
broke up, he has dated both an actual
stripper and a guy. Awesome. In recent
days, I have found myself Facebook
stalking and obsessively thinking about
my date to our eighth-grade formal.
A case of Thanksgiving break fever? I
think so.
Jessie Borkan is a junior majoring in clinical psychology. She can be reached at Jessie.
Borkan@tufts.edu.
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Friends from the past act as
a safety net during college
HIGH SCHOOL

continued from page 3

Walt Whitman High School in
Bethesda, Md.
On the other hand, some
students have grown apart
from their now-Jumbo highschool friends since the start
of college, or simply do not
see them very often.
“I don’t get to see my highschool friends here as much
as I did in high school, especially if we’re not in the same
classes. College campuses are
more spread out than highschool buildings, so I don’t
run into my friends like I used
to in high school,” said freshman Rachel Verrengia, from
Horace Greeley.
“I see my high-school friends
at Tufts less than I did during
high school,” freshman Kevin
Stirling, of Weston, said. “If
I don’t make an effort to see
them, then I usually don’t.”
Such a situation may be
ameliorated by setting up
lunch dates or coordinating
class schedules with highschool classmates, but still
may be inevitable in a school
of over 5,000 students. This
is especially true if students
want to concentrate on making new friends and trying
new things in college.
Many students, however,
enjoy the comfort and reassurance that comes from seeing a reminder of home on
campus, and find that Tufts’
moderate size makes it possible to run into high-school
friends frequently.
“Tufts is small enough that I
end up seeing my high-school
friends a lot. It’s nice to see
familiar faces,” Cheriff said.
“It’s good to know some
people coming into college
because otherwise I would
feel totally lost,” Verrengia
said.
In fact, the comfort that
high-school friends bring to
a new and unfamiliar college
setting may make some students appreciate these friendships more.

“I value my high-school
friendships [with Tufts students] more now because it’s
like bringing a piece of home
to college. It makes college
seem smaller and less intimidating,” said freshman Lizzie
Schrott, also from Horace
Greeley.
Students invariably feel
that having people they can
relate to on an academic, geographic or personal level is
one of the best parts of going
to college with high-school
classmates.
“It’s definitely nice to have
people to relate to on the
high-school level. I like being
able to compare a high-school
teacher to a college professor and have somebody else
know what I’m talking about,”
Cheriff said.
“It is much easier to talk to
high-school classmates than
to anyone else about how
college is different from high
school, and the process of
adjusting,” Verrengia added.
“Since we have the same starting point, it’s easier to understand each other.”
High-school classmates can
act as a safety net for Jumbos,
becoming people that they
feel safe and comfortable talking to because of their similar
high-school experiences.
“It’s good having people
that I know and who know
me from back home, that I
can always go and talk to,”
Hartman said.
“When I first started hanging out with high-school classmates, it was a little awkward,
because we knew that we went
to the same high school, but
we never talked,” Turk said.
“But slowly we started hanging out more, talking about
high school, and we realized
it was cool to have someone
to talk to that came from the
same high school and town.
We talked more about high
school when we first started
hanging out, but we still definitely do bring up comparisons or talk about people.”

TIEN TIEN/Tufts Daily

ZipCars provide a viable transportation option for Jumbos over 21.

Silverman looks for alternate sources after Senate
decides not to use recovered funds for bike program
TRANSPORTATION
continued from page 3

will give all students the chance to
utilize pollution-free transportation: a bike-share program.
Across the country, many universities are implementing bikeshare programs to free up parking
spaces, increase environmental
sustainability and decrease the
cost of living for students. Many
schools, such as Carleton College,
Duke University, Emory University
and the University of Washington,
have implemented bike-share
programs. St. Xavier University
in Chicago just unveiled the first
computer-driven bike-sharing
system on a university campus, in
which students only need their ID
card to rent a bike.
“We’re still in the initial stages
right now of gathering information and trying to find funding
for the project. The option that
I like the most is also the most
expensive — the electric model,”
Silverman said. “We have to gauge
student response for the project,

as well as coordinate with outside
Tufts organizations, such as those
involved with security and sustainability.”
Silverman originally hoped that
the program could be paid for
with money from the TCU Senate’s
recovered funds. The program,
however, failed to receive the 50percent vote of confidence that
it would have needed to remain
under consideration.
“Since the program didn’t
receive the votes necessary for the
recovered funds, I’ve been exploring other means of funding the
program, possibly through the
Office of Sustainability or Tufts
Recycles,” Silverman said.
He hopes to have the program
up and running by the fall 2009
semester, but he said that the biggest obstacle will be finding funding for what is a costly proposal.
Silverman noted that having a
free bike-sharing system may not
be feasible.
”Ideally it would be free, but
that might not be possible. There’s

also a psychological component
where students are more prone to
take care of the bikes if they have
paid for them,” Silverman said.
Student response is another
important factor in determining
whether or not this project would
work for Tufts.
“I don’t know how to ride a bike,
so I wouldn’t be able to use any
bike-sharing program. I do think
it’s a good idea for the rest of campus,” sophomore Thai Tran said.
Silverman believes that one
strength of the bike-share program
is that, like the ZipCar, it takes
away the need for students to have
a car on campus.
“I hope that this changes the
culture of having a car as a college
student,” he said. “Having a car is
not a necessity, but transportation
is. After this year, only 50 percent
of the Tufts population will be
able to have cars, since sophomores can no longer have cars. It
would be nice to have access to a
mode of transportation without
the worry.”

EPC reviews credit policies due to faculty, administration concerns about equality
AP credit

continued from page 1

tests are exempt from having
to fulfill related foundation
and distribution requirements.
Proposed changes to the policy would cap the number of
AP credits a student can use at
five, and would allow using a
maximum of one credit toward
each distribution requirement,
according to freshman Tufts
Community Union ( TCU)
Senator Manuel Guzman, who
serves on the EPC, which is
made up of faculty, administrators and student senators.
“The main rationale behind
imposing new limits and measures towards awarding AP
credit is that the faculty and
admissions office has seen
in the past few years a sharp
increase in the number of students coming in with AP classes,” Guzman said.
“The other concern is that

they believe AP classes don’t
reflect college-level classes and
should therefore not count as
college-level credit,” he said,
adding that administrators
were “afraid to be demeaning
of a Tufts education.”
A
third
consideration
Guzman mentioned is the fundamental goal of AP credits,
which is to indicate that students have learned the same
content they would in college
classes. “Many believe APs
are a disservice to students
because they place students in
higher classes where they then
struggle and are more likely to
fail,” Guzman said.
Many Tufts students appreciate the present credit policies. “I took AP English, so I
passed out of English 1 and
2, and that was nice,” senior
Amanda Harris said.
Other students, however,
think AP credits should be

Eating Disorder Treatment
Treatment of Adults
Suffering from Anorexia and
Bulimia Nervosa
For the most effective treatment and highest staff-to-client ratio in New
England, informed clinicians refer their clients to Laurel Hill Inn. We
provide extensive programming in a highly structured and supervised
non-institutional therapeutic setting. Evening, day, residential, and aftercare
programs in West Medford and West Somerville. Call Linda at
781 396-1116 or visit our web site at www.laurelhillinn.com.

worth even more credit than
they are. “I got 4 [out of 5]
for AP English, and I had to
take an English 2 class, and
it was horrible,” sophomore
Kelly McClorey said. “We
would have discussions about
topic sentences and ‘what is
an introductory paragraph,’
and I was honestly offended,
because if I didn’t know what
these things are, I wouldn’t be
[in college].”
The EPC concluded in its discussions that the accuracy of
the AP credit policy in reflecting student ability appears to
vary by discipline. By Guzman’s
account, instructors in the
mathematics department find
AP credit relevant, while instructors in humanities departments
and the Department of Biology
tend to consider AP credit not
reflective.
Guzman himself advocates
that students be “rewarded” for their additional high
school coursework by being
allowed to take higher-level
classes, though he agrees that
students given too many AP
credits “will be missing out on
real college-level teaching that
[the student] would get from a
Tufts teacher.”
Guzman identified a deeper
issue of equity. “Along the same
lines of awarding too many
credits, Tufts disenfranchises
a certain number of students
who were in high schools that

did not offer AP classes,” he
said. “Having a more sensible
and fair policy would create
more equality.”

“Many believe APs are
a disservice to students
because they place students in higher classes
where they then struggle and are more likely
to fail.”
Manuel Guzman
TCU senator

Equity is the key principle
motivating Guzman’s efforts
to have the update of the
AP credit policy extend to
International Diplomas as well.
With current policies, international students can claim
as many as nine Tufts credits
with International Diplomas,
effectively one academic year’s
worth of classes.
“The last time these were
reviewed was 15 years ago,”
said Guzman, who hails from
France. “Since then, international exams have changed and
been updated. If you take the
example of the French baccalaureate, that exam was completely reformatted in 2004.”

Guzman described the outdated nature of Tufts’ policies
in this area as “outrageous”
and said he found it to be a
“big problem” that Tufts has a
prominent international relations program but “hasn’t paid
more attention to this issue.”
“This is an equity problem,
because international students
are put on the same playing field
as American students,” Guzman
continued. “We need to work
towards a sustainable policy.”
Guzman has worked extensively with Associate Dean of
Undergraduate Education Jean
Herbert to propose a yearly
review process whereby each
faculty department would
be responsible for assessing
International Diplomas and
deciding upon how to best
award credit on a departmental basis. Thus far, their appeal
has met with little success.
When asked about updating
International Diploma credit
policies, Glaser indicated that
this could potentially be looked
at together with AP credits,
since both concern appraisals
of high school coursework. He
emphasized that the AP credit
policy issue is just “floating” at
the EPC and its discussion is
in its “premature” stages. The
EPC is still surveying the policies of peer institutions and
assessing the performance of
Tufts students with AP backgrounds in their classes.
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Movie Review

Sexually frustrated vampires take
center of CGI stage in ‘Twilight’
by

Catherine Scott

Daily Editorial Board

Vampires have represented sex since
ancient folklore, and Stephenie Meyer’s
“Twilight” series of books perpetuates

Twilight

Starring Kristen Stewart, Robert
Pattinson, Jackson Rathbone
Directed by Catherine Hardwicke
this vampire-human sex connection,
although it is coated with Meyer’s conservative message of teen abstinence.
The new film based on the series creates
a world that original “Twilight” fans and
those not yet acquainted with the book
can enjoy, despite its many cinematic
problems.
The story begins with junior Bella
Swan (played by Kristen Stewart) moving
to Forks, Wash., to live with her father
after her mother remarries. On her first

nytimes.com

Making out with a vampire gives new meaning to the term “sucking face.”
day at her new high school, she quickly
notices the differences between the rest
of the students and the Cullens, five
foster brothers and sisters who keep to

Album Review

themselves. One of the brothers especially attracts her eye: Edward Cullen,
see TWILIGHT, page 7

Gallery Review

‘Isolated’ exhibit
is innovative
and oddly funny
by

Alyse Vinoski

Contributing Writer

“Isolated Incidents,” the recently
opened exhibition at The Distillery
Gallery, is hard to find. Hidden in

Isolated Incidents
At The Distillery Gallery,
through Dec. 26
The Distillery, Boston
516 E 2nd St., first floor
617-269-8430

each one is extremely different. It’s
as though an entirely different artist
had recorded each one, along the lines
of Outkast’s “Speakerboxxx/ The Love
Below” (2005).
The first disk opens with the first
single, “If I Were a Boy,” a lyrically
absurd ballad that, surprisingly, deals
with Beyoncé’s delusions of what it
must be like to be male. Completely
ignoring the fact that Ciara (who
very well may be another alter-ego
of Beyoncé) released a song last year
called “Like a Boy” that dealt with
exactly the same topic, the song is
still boring and rather offensive to any
self-respecting man.

South Boston inside a nondescript
brick building without windows,
the show’s visitors have to head
around back to a small set of stairs
to enter. With but a few flimsy
brochures for information, before
actually seeing any art, the entire
show seems questionable.
Yet after walking across a small
black metal bridge, the room opens
up into an intriguing display, and
the first response it provokes is
laughter.
The artist, Dennis Svoronos,
positioned wire reindeer wrapped
in white Christmas lights, something usually seen in a grandmother’s front yard during the holidays,
in a disturbingly sexual manner.
In this particular piece, cleverly
titled “Reindeer Games” (2008),
Rudolph’s front feet are positioned
on the doe’s lower back and his
motorized pelvis slowly moves
back and forth as both reindeers’
heads are arched in ecstasy. As if
this were not enough, Rudolph’s
red nose lights up at the point
of full insertion. Needless to say,
Svoronos’ piece provides a shocking start to the show.
The entire exhibit is intentionally informal. With sounds of
grinding drills and saws behind

see FIERCE, page 7

see DISTILLERY, page 7

amazon.com

If she really wanted to confuse her fans, Beyoncé should have legally changed her name to
Sasha Fierce and then released an album entitled “Beyoncé.”

Beyoncé’s newest two-disc endeavor, ‘I am
... Sasha Fierce,’ is half success, half flop
by

Grant Beighley

Daily Editorial Board

First things first, Beyoncé is not
Sasha Fierce. Despite all the rumors
to the contrary, she did not legally

I Am...Sasha Fierce
Beyoncé Knowles
Columbia
change her name to Sasha Fierce, but
rather she claims that the “Sasha”
character is a persona she adopts when
she performs. Her newest album, “I
am ... Sasha Fierce” comes in two
discs, and the content contained in

Caryn Horowitz |
The Cultural Culinarian

A (failed)
culinary
marathon

T

his weekend, The Food Network
aired a special episode of “Iron
Chef America,” the Thanksgiving
Showdown, which pitted two teams
of Iron Chefs against each other to create a Thanksgiving feast. During the judging, restaurateur Donatella Arpaia said
that Thanksgiving “is like a culinary marathon.”
Donatella, you hit the nail on the head.
Thanksgiving is a chance to show off
your skills to family and friends, the spectators in this culinary sporting event, and you
can receive the accolades of a champion
or the looks of pity deserving of someone
who gave it their all yet came up short.
The prep — crafting the meal, running to
various markets for ingredients — is the
training portion of the marathon. T-Day
itself is a rollercoaster of emotions, ranging from endorphin-induced joy to utter
despair. All of your planning seems to have
paid off until you get to the Heartbreak Hill
of Thanksgiving: dessert. You’re exhausted
and already filled to the brim, but you keep
pushing forward. You finally see the Citgo
sign in Kenmore — it’s just after-dinner
drinks and a sprint to the finish.
Like all marathons, Thanksgiving has its
casualties. There are the first-time contenders who didn’t train enough, the veterans
who are cocky and don’t pace themselves
properly, the unforeseen injuries, the fans
that get in the way of the runners (read:
pesky relatives who don’t know when to get
out of the kitchen) and countless more routine blunders. I’ve experienced two memorable Thanksgiving bloopers; both involve poor
training procedures and equipment failure.
Thanksgiving is a three-ring circus in my
family. There is a minimum of 30 people, all
with various dietary needs and restrictions
(if anything even comes close to touching
my aunt’s peanut butter cookies I won’t go
near it), and all with different ideas about
what makes the perfect Thanksgiving meal.
No matter how much food everyone prepares, with that many people, there are
never leftovers, so my mom always cooks a
small turkey for the two of us to eat during
the week. It’s a smart game plan.
During my junior year of high school, we
got a new oven and the first time we used it
was to cook our turkey. Three hours into the
cooking process, when the bird should have
been done, it was still pink. We thought the
new oven wasn’t heating properly, so we left
the turkey in for longer. Five hours in, we
gave up, took the turkey out of the oven and
carved it. Most of the meat was still pink and
looked underdone, but that turkey was so
dry and so overcooked we couldn’t even get
one bite down. It turns out we had ordered
a Kosher turkey, and the salt used in the
Koshering process gave the meat its pink
hue. Every year my mom still complains
about “that damn tie-died turkey.”
The second blunder involved a much,
much, much larger bird. To feed all of those
hungry relatives, we usually buy two small
turkeys and cook them separately. About
five or six years ago, my aunt decided at the
last second to buy one whopping 30-pound
bird. Needless to say, the turkey did not fit
into her oven; everyone tried their hand at
shoving the turkey into the hot box, but no
one succeeded. We only ate ham that year,
but watching my uncle trying to grease up
the turkey to slide it into the oven is a priceless memory.
As you prepare for Thanksgiving this
year, remember Donatella, my oven and
the giant 30-pounder: Cooking and eating
for Thanksgiving is a marathon, and even
with the slip-ups, poor planning or equipment failures that happen along the way,
you will make it to Copley in the end.
Caryn Horowitz is a junior majoring
in history. She can be reached at Caryn.
Horowitz@tufts.edu.
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THE PAUL AND ELIZABETH MONTLE PRIZE FOR ENTREPRENEURIAL ACHIEVEMENT
The awards process for the annual Paul and Elizabeth Montle Prize for
entrepreneurial achievement is now underway. This is the twenty-sixth year that this
entrepreneurial prize will be awarded at Tufts. Paul Montle, a 1969 Tufts alumnus,
created the award to commend outstanding Tufts students who demonstrate
entrepreneurial skills.
Eligibility for this award is limited to undergraduate students at Tufts University
who have demonstrated entrepreneurial skills (either in profit-making or non-profit
activities), and who accept along with the award, a moral obligation to return to Tufts
later in life much more than they received in financial aid and educational benefits. The
amount of the award, which is up to the cost of tuition in any given year, may be awarded
to one recipient, or divided among two or three, at most.
The entrepreneurial skills on which applicants will be judged include:
1. Originality
2. Analysis of market
3. Marketing

4. Provision of service
5. Planning ability
6. Managerial skills

The award will be based primarily on entrepreneurial skills. Recipients will be
announced at the Academic Awards Ceremony on April 24, 2009, in Cabot Auditorium.
The Scholarship Selection Committee is chaired by the Dean of Undergraduate
Education.
Applications can be found online at
http://uss.tufts.edu/undergradEducation/opportunities.
The deadline for submission is December 5th, 2008.
Questions? Contact Laura Doane at laura.doane@tufts.edu.
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Second half of ‘Sasha Fierce’ disappoints with slew of cheesy club numbers
FIERCE

continued from page 5

While the beat is soulful and the
guitar line interesting enough to carry
the song for its three-minute duration, the lyrics are so generic that
it’s difficult to take the song as anything other than Beyoncé’s mandatory
radio-friendly single. Musicality aside,
the song is idiotic enough to imply
that men simply don’t have feelings,
since all they care about is “drinking
beer with the boys” and “chasing after
girls.” Any listeners who have men in
their lives who actually fit these characteristics should know better than
to date them without needing to be
advised by Beyoncé’s lyrics.
What’s actually surprising about
the first half of “Sasha Fierce” is that
Beyoncé wrote most of the lyrics that
appear on the album herself, some
of which are actually rather insightful. Songs such as “Disappear” and
“Broken-Hearted Girl” delve into
issues of trust and loneliness, which
is refreshing after sitting through “If I
Were a Boy.” Though there is no solid
evidence that any of the tracks are
explicitly about Beyoncé’s relationship
with rapper and mogul Jay-Z, one can
only assume that extremely devoted
tracks, such as “Ave Maria,” are about
Mr. Z. While thankfully refraining from
sampling any of the classic versions of
the song, it contains such provocative
lines as, “You are my heaven on earth/
You are my last, my first.”
It will please music aficionados that
Beyoncé took a more serious route
with the first disk of her latest album,
allowing most of the songs to reflect

hiphoprx.com

My name is Fierce ... Sasha Fierce. Oh wait, no. No it is not.
a heartfelt, R&B style rather than an
unimaginative club-thumper.

Another true-love-themed tale
comes in the form of “That’s Why

You’re Beautiful,” a classic-rock-esque
tune that finds Beyoncé looking back
at her old lonely self and searching
for hope in romance. While audiences
have grown to recognize Beyoncé’s
vocal talent, it’s usually in the context of belting or potency, but “That’s
Why You’re Beautiful,” among others
on the album, reveals the more emotional side of her voice. As she sings,
“Somebody’s got to stay deep in love/
That could be us,” the desperate hope
in Beyoncé’s voice makes the words
seem more real.
While one expects the second half
of the record to be musically more
mature, it instead greets listeners with
the second single, “Single Ladies (Put
a Ring On It).” In the few seconds
of “Single Ladies,” all hope that the
listener may have had for the album
begins to fall away like the first few
snowflakes in an avalanche. The entire
second half of “I am … Sasha Fierce”
is polluted with throw-away radio singles that are completely devoid of any
real content aside from recycled beats
and overly-harmonized vocals. The
titles of the tracks alone give away the
two-dimensionality of the disk, some
favorites including, “Radio,” “Diva,”
“Video Phone” and “Ego.”
As far as serious audiences are concerned, “I am ... Sasha Fierce” is a
one-disc album with eight tracks, and
nothing more.
If the record were a final exam
given in two parts, the first half would
receive a 90 percent, and the second
half a flat-out 0 percent (no partial
credit allowed), leaving the record as a
whole in the “Fail” range for certain.

Solid acting saves ‘Twilight’
from Hardwicke’s poor direction
TWILIGHT

continued from page 5

Michaelmullaney.com

Michael Mullaney’s “Between Two Thoughts” (2005) is one of many pieces on display at the “Isolated Incidents”
exhibition at The Distillery Gallery.

Distillery’s inspired show ‘Isolated Incidents’ is
perfect for open interpretations and a few laughs
DISTILLERY

continued from page 5

closed doors and the constant
beeping of a fire alarm in the
background, the setting fits
the art perfectly. The accompanying literature available
explains that the show, with
three distinctly different artists and three distinctly different bodies of work, was based
on the unique space that The
Distillery Gallery has to offer.
Each artist adapts his and her
distinctive style to the unconventional gallery and to each
other’s work. In doing this, they
bring together their “isolated
incidents” to exemplify the
artistic process at its core: reactions to the setting in which it
is carried out.
Svoronos’ pieces are the
highlight of the show, but the
other two artists certainly add
to the experience. Michael
Mullaney’s work may make

some skeptical, as its lessthan-clear symbolism is overshadowed by its crude simplicity. “The Dailies” (2008), a clear
plastic box filled with random
pieces of scrap paper, a bald
light bulb hanging over top, is
rather confusing. The papers
look like a mix of angry teenage
doodles and to-do lists, and
Mullaney couldn’t even take the
time to fill the box properly: If
one looks closely, there is a
cardboard box underneath the
papers used to take up space.
On the other hand, Nicole
Seisler’s work, “Five Stages of
Metamorphosis” (2008), is very
interesting. She uses the space
and surfaces that the gallery
has to offer to her advantage,
and the work constantly keeps
the viewer’s eye moving. The
piece, made of cardboard and
plastic bags, starts off as a wall
of tadpoles that morphs into
a frog-like figure with human

hands. It then moves around a
black metal ramp that takes up
a significant amount of space
in the room, and changes into
an almost human-like creature
with huge spikes on its back
climbing the railing. The metamorphosis finally ends with a
headless human figure under
the metal stairs. Seisler’s use of
materials is incredibly innovative, and the movement of the
piece keeps visitors engaged.
Exiting the gallery, the building remains as unassuming
as before, but having seen a
show that elicits a solid laugh,
the visitor’s walk back to the
T stop is considerably lighter.
“Isolated Incidents” may not
elicit any profound discoveries or make deep claims for
contemporary art, but it offers
an enjoyable experience, and
that being said, the judgment
of whether it is “good” or “bad”
seems to be beside the point.

played by Robert Pattinson.
As Bella falls in love with
Edward, she realizes that the
family is hiding a secret. All of
the Cullens are vampires and
have sworn to feed only on
animals and not humans, as
practiced by the Cullen patriarch, Carlisle (Peter Facinelli).
Edward slowly brings Bella further into his life as a vampire
with some reservations from
his family, especially his sister
Rosalie (Nikki Reed).
As she becomes welcomed
into the Cullen family, Bella
faces difficulties living among
vampires, especially those who
are less discriminate in their
choice of meals. Edward desperately tries to protect her
with the help of his family, but
her fragility and inability to
keep up with the vampire way
of life nearly costs Bella her
life.
The film stays true to the
novel, without changing any
of the major plot points. The
romance between Bella and
Edward, however, is incredibly condensed for a two-hour
movie. The movie portrays
their love story well, but it’s the
in-between stages of courtship
— probably the most interesting part of the novel — which
go horribly awry.
There are a few unintentionally funny scenes — these portions are too cheesy even for
the “Twi-hards” to stomach. In
one scene, Edward jumps from
tree to tree carrying Bella on his
back. In the book, these scenes
of Edward showing Bella new
and exciting things are romantic, but in the movie, they just
fall flat.
The corny scenes can be
attributed to the lack of relevant special effects. A movie
based on a phenomenon
this big should not rely on
cheap imagery, yet this result
is hard to avoid, as the film

relies on simple wirework and
CGI (Computer Generated
Imagery). These effects seem to
come from a TV special, not a
blockbuster hit.
Catherine Hardwicke directed the film, and her inexperience is painfully obvious.
She often sweeps the camera
unnecessarily, especially in the
forest scenes when the camera should be focused on the
dialogue between Edward and
Bella. Hardwicke also uses
many extreme close-ups that
make the viewer uncomfortable and don’t serve any real
purpose except to show off
the beautiful actors cast in her
film.
The one saving grace of the
film is the acting. While there
will always be those who have
problems with the casting of
literary characters, the entire
cast does an exceptional job of
portraying the characters and
bringing them to life.
Stewart perfectly captures
Bella’s discomfort living among
humans and longing for a
life different than her own.
Pattinson is the one that really
shines, however, as the brooding, tormented Edward. His
inability to stay away from Bella,
combined with his remorse at
putting her in danger, makes
for a truly dynamic character.
Edward is also supposed to
be the epitome of male physical perfection, and Pattinson
doesn’t shy away from his duty
to make the female fans drool.
Though the movie caters
heavily to those who have read
and love the books, others can
enjoy it as well, as long as they
go into the theater willing to
escape from reality. The movie’s
fun factor outweighs its setbacks, and hopefully, with the
success of this film, the upcoming sequels will have higher
production values so there
aren’t any distractions from
Meyer’s tragic but entertaining
love story.
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Captured
The Third Day Gospel Choir

As the semester drew to a close,
student performance groups on
campus put on their final shows
for the fall. Tufts Daily photographers captured several groups in
action. Pictured here are glimpses
of The Third Day Gospel Choir,
the Tufts Dance Ensemble, SoC’s
“Hood Stoppin,’ Booty Poppin’”
show and CheapHYPE!, a collaboration between the Cheapsox
improv group and the HYPE!
mime troupe. The array of talent
exhibited in the vast number of
Tufts performance groups never
fails to entertain and impress
audiences.

Meredith klein/tufts daily

Tufts Dance Ensemble

HYPE! mime troupe

james choca/tufts daily

tien tien/tufts daily
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The war on Thanksgiving

’Tis the month of Thanksgiving and all
through the land
The retailers burst with a Christmassy
brand;
Instead of the hues of a New England
autumn,
These stores are all sporting a scene
much less awesome.
If you have walked into your neighborhood drugstore or minimart or CVS
Superstore recently, you may have been
struck by something bitterly unpleasant, like the taste of orange juice when
you have just brushed your teeth. With
Thanksgiving upon us, we would expect
to see stores and retailers decorating
their establishments with fall colors
and harvest gear, anticipating the goodwill that will be unleashed after several oversized helpings of turkey, sweet
potatoes and cranberry sauce.
And yet, things seem to have taken
a rather disturbing turn, as Christmas
— still more than a month away — has
already invaded our lives.

We have watched in silence for
years as the official beginning of the
Christmas season has crept ever earlier,
nudging quietly closer to Halloween.
This November, even before the first
Boston snowfall, a sleigh-shaped pall
has fallen over the country.
There’s a war on Thanksgiving, and
Kris Kringle is leading the charge.
For years, Christmas and Thanksgiving
have had an uneasy truce, brokered
by Hanukkah, which appears to do its
own thing. While the winter holiday
loomed large in December, November
was always Thanksgiving’s month — a
time when stores were filled with pilgrims and turkeys and shockingly racist
Native American paraphernalia. It was
a more innocent era.
Yet recently, we in America have
watched as buckled shoes and cornucopias have been torn asunder by elves
and reindeer and Santa hats — a cold
and sinister reminder that the Man in
Red is on his way, wielding toys to be
stuffed mercilessly into our stockings

and demanding sustenance for his midnight ride.
Ladies and gentleman, we must
defend Thanksgiving. Sure, a birthday
party for Jesus is fun, but we’ve done
that over two thousand times already,
and he stopped showing up a while
ago. Meanwhile, this is only the 388th
Thanksgiving, and it’s still going strong.
November should be a time to celebrate abundance in excess, to prepare
more food than you can possibly eat, to
gather the family that you concurrently
love and despise and to stuff your turkey with other delicious and preferably
endangered animals. That is the beauty
of America.
It’s the middle of November and we’re all
giving thanks
For our families, our friends, non-failures of banks.
There are mountains of food to be made
at great cost;
’Tis the Thanksgiving season — Saint
Nick can get lost.
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One need look no further than
President-elect Barack Obama’s transition Web site — aptly located at www.
change.gov — to remember his promise of a new and improved presidency. Yet, as Obama begins the vetting
process for cabinet-level and advisory
posts, many Americans have decried
his focus on Washington insiders. Such
critics claim that by hearkening back to
people who held positions in the Bush
and Clinton administrations, Obama
is abandoning his entire platform of
change. What this argument fails to
address, however, is that even those
experienced politicians whose names
may be familiar can still produce profound change.
We strongly believe that one of
Obama’s strengths is that he surrounds
himself with an intelligent, experienced and diverse set of advisers. For
example, Obama’s selection of Sen. Joe
Biden as a running mate was not only
a harbinger of his continued efforts to
make sure his advisers are the most
qualified, but also marked a sharp contrast to his GOP opponent. Moreover,
Obama’s willingness to engage with

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the Editorial Page editors,
and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of the Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and
graphics does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tufts Daily editorial board.

intellectuals of all political stripes is
a welcome change from the previous
administration, which often prioritized
political affiliation over competency:
President Bush’s attempted appointment of Harriet Miers to the Supreme
Court is a salient example of his utter
disregard for experience and competency in exchange for political maneuvering. As Obama shifts the focus back
to ability, he will have no choice but
to turn to those who are familiar with
Washington politics; this inevitability
is no cause for harsh criticism.
Just as Obama will not appoint
incompetent or unknown people to his
team, he also will not appoint insiders
solely due to their status or popularity.
Analogous to the thoroughness of his
campaign, the vetting process to join
Obama’s team is meticulous.
Top candidates — including potential secretary of state and current U.S.
Senator Hillary Clinton — are required
to fill out a 63-item questionnaire. The
expansive scope and depth of questions, which cover everything from a
candidate’s involvement in controversial matters to his or her public speeches, indicates that every application will
be scrupulously and fairly examined.
Yet another change from previous

administrations is the transparency of
Obama’s transition process. His public
Web site contains a range of useful
tools and information, including an
agenda, an application to join Obama’s
administration and even a blog. 		
Moreover, the Web site goes beyond
mere distribution of information and
actively solicits feedback from constituents: Recently, those subscribed to
the Obama e-mail list received a survey
asking for opinions about “where to go
next.” During his campaign, Obama
emphasized grassroots support and
public opinion; we are pleased that
this trend promises to continue into
his presidency.
In the remaining time before his
inauguration, Obama will set the stage
for the next four, if not eight, years.
His choice to make appointments
based on skill rather than mere political affiliation is certainly a refreshing and encouraging transformation.
Even if some of Obama’s selections
come from previous administrations,
their ideas still possess the potential
to bring about change. After all, the
most important change is not a new
roster of names, but rather the actions
Obama takes based on the advice he is
given.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 4 p.m. and should be handed
into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com. All letters must be word processed and
include the writer’s name and telephone number. There is a 350-word limit and letters must
be verified. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy is subject
to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief, Executive Board
and Executive Business Director. A publication schedule and rate card are available upon request.
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Less than Frank
by Jonathan

Danzig

To my surprise, when I opened Monday’s Daily, I found
an interview with Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.) conducted by
Michael Bendetson. I hoped to find an enlightening view into
the thoughts and opinions of Rep. Frank, but instead read what
amounted to a pro-Barney Frank op-ed, with many informative questions and answers but little challenge to the congressman’s opinions. I must take issue with a few aspects.
It is disappointing that Bendetson does not even attempt
to hide his bias in favor of his interviewee: His admiration
for Frank seems to hold him back from pushing for answers.
Initially, he calls Frank “one of the 133 geniuses who voted
against the Iraq War Resolution,” and later he compliments
him as an “economics expert,” asking him for his thoughts on
Bush’s economic theory, labeling the entirety of it “supply-side.”
Regardless of the validity of either statement, the hero-worship
is a bit unnecessary. Frank has no background in economics,
having received a law degree from Harvard University. He is a
career politician, serving in the Boston mayor’s office, then in
the Massachusetts House of Representative and then elected
to Congress in 1980.
Next, in an apparent effort to keep the interview short,
Bendetson never pushes Frank on any of his questionable
responses. Most suspect was his question on Fannie Mae
and Freddie Mac, from which Frank has received more than
$40,000 in campaign contributions. He asks if there might
have been a conflict of interest — a plausible reason for Frank
to look the other way — after receiving these donations. The
congressman responded by asserting that Fannie and Freddie
donations are no different than donations from labor unions,
grocery stores and automobile dealers. As chairman of the

House Financial Services Committee (HFSC), does he really
believe there is no distinction? And does Bendetson really take
him at his word?
Frank tries, as any good politician does, to reduce every
argument against him into a good versus evil scenario. Indeed,
in the interview, Frank says, “The Democrats are for regulation,
and the Republicans are not.” Regulation has no inherent positive meaning: It just refers to any legal restrictions on anything
put in place by the government. It was his code for saying he
favors helping people, and Republicans do not. Unfortunately,
the argument is more complex than that. The cornerstones of
Frank’s House record, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, are two of
the most heavily regulated enterprises in the country.
It is true that Frank supported regulation of Fannie Mae
and Freddie Mac. As chairman of the HFSC, he indeed
played an integral part in regulation that forced Fannie
and Freddie to give out more mortgage loans to high-risk
individuals. Bendetson elicits an evasive, telling response
to questions of Fannie and Freddie abuse. Bendetson asks,
“Did the government make a mistake in forcing banks
to lend money to high-risk people?” Frank responds that
banks did not have to lend to “high-risk” people; they only
had to lend to “poorer neighborhoods.”
Apparently, he did not observe any overlap between the two
groups. Much of the reason for the Freddie and Fannie problems can be traced to excessive regulation of the governmentsponsored enterprises. In the 1990s, in part cheered on by
Frank, then-Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
Andrew Cuomo investigated banks for not lending to the poor
under the guise of “racial discrimination.” As a result, home
ownership went up as many poor Americans received loans
that were beyond their means, and 10 years later, these loans

are defaulting. Bendetson fails to confront Frank on any of
these points.
Most disappointingly, Bendetson never asks a single question that doubts Frank’s record, and he never touches on the
following quotations from the congressman:
“These two entities — Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac
— are not facing any kind of financial crisis. The more
people exaggerate these problems, the more pressure
there is on these companies, the less we will see in terms
of affordable housing.”
— The New York Times, Sept. 11, 2003
“I think we have to recognize the reality that we don’t have a
choice now of debating whether this [$700 billion bailout] is a
good or a bad thing.”
— BBC News, Sept. 23, 2008
“In the debate between those who believe in essentially
unregulated markets and others who hold the reasonable
regulation diminishes market excesses without inhibiting their
basic function, the subprime situation unfortunately provides
ammunition for the latter view.”
— The Financial Times, Aug. 20, 2007
If Mr. Bendetson had pressed Frank on any of these quotes,
readers could have seen a more vulnerable side of the congressman and seen him take some form of responsibility for
his prior irresponsibility. Alas, his admiration overrules his
journalistic curiosity, and the article follows suit.
Nevertheless, kudos to Michael Bendetson for attaining this
high-profile interview. It was a good read about a respectable
congressman and worth the time.
Jonathan Danzig is a freshman who has not yet declared a major.

A complete plan for the recovered funds
by

Duncan Pickard

Whatever happens to the recovered funds,
blowing them all in one place would be a
mistake. And spending them in a way that
doesn’t maximize their impact on students in
perpetuity would be a lost opportunity.
We’re approaching the last few meetings
of the Tufts Community Union (TCU) Senate
this semester, and soon we will choose a plan
for distributing the approximately $689,000
returned to the TCU. This is an opportunity we’ll (hopefully) only get once, and we
should use it to make a lasting impact on
Tufts and to leave a legacy for ourselves and
our alums. My plan is as follows:
First, we should allocate $300,000 to create
an endowed, named scholarship for students
who have met extenuating financial circumstances in the previous year. University
Advancement has already identified an
anonymous donor interested in matching
dollar-for-dollar any Senate gift over $250,000
toward an endowment for financial aid.
This scholarship, run through the financial
aid office, would provide money for students
whose ability to continue at Tufts has been
jeopardized after their parents lost jobs, fell
ill or experienced other financial hardships.
We can see the effects of the economy on
students, and some of our friends are finding
it more difficult to pay for next year’s tuition.

But the next time a crisis hits, we won’t have
the recovered funds. This plan guarantees
that the recovered funds will impact Tufts
forever. We can return in 50 years and know
our actions have helped — and will continue
to help — generations of Tufts students.
Second, $200,000 should go to next year’s
operating budget to help keep current students here. In his recent e-mail to the student body, University President Lawrence
Bacow said aid for continuing students is
the university’s top commitment. That’s
true, but it’s only a philosophical commitment. We need philanthropy to back it up,
or else Tufts will not be as generous in its
financial aid awards as it has been in other
years. What is a more compelling way to
jumpstart philanthropy than by making a
statement in real dollars that we value our
peers and want them to stay? A professor
has already donated part of his salary to
financial aid, and we should step up, too.
Third, we should use $100,000 to give the
campus center a facelift to make the campus
more attractive for current students and for
our peers coming next year. The campus
center is uncomfortable, and we deserve a
more functional, practical space in which to
work. Fourth, $89,000 should go to student
groups through an application for capital
expenditures that our budget hasn’t been
able to handle in the past.

We want these benefits, and they are
compelling. But we need to help keep our
friends here.
I’ve heard some friends say this is not our
responsibility, that the administration should
be covering financial aid. They’re trying as
hard as they can, but when they need a little
help, it is our mutual responsibility to respect
the values of our community. That means
making sure our university continues to run
strong through this crisis. The administration estimates that continuing students will
require about $3 million to $4 million more
in aid next year than they did this one. Who
knows how Tufts will be affected if we don’t
meet this need? We’re all affected by this crisis, and we all need to step up.
I’ve also heard that this isn’t what students
had in mind when they paid into this. But
the money hasn’t been used for seven years,
and its absence did not detract from student
programming. Members of the community
paying the Student Activities Fee — including
me — thought this money would go to student
groups. Group budgets are secure and plentiful within this year’s Student Activities Fee.
Giving them extra money would be pointless. It
would go unspent, and we would have another
$700,000 to debate about and spend next year.
This is a unique opportunity for us to do
something extraordinary with this money.
No one could have seen this coming, so no

one could have had any intention for this
money if it pooled into a lump sum like it
has now. We should not get caught up in
past definitions of the Student Activities Fee
that weren’t developed to deal with a situation like this.
I don’t support just giving this money to
financial aid. I support the plan that maximizes its impact on students — that’s through
encouraging philanthropy that can double or
triple the size of the recovered funds and
make a tangible impact on student life. This
money could have been stolen from any
student at any point in our history. Therefore
we should find a use for it that respects a
timeless community value. Socioeconomic
diversity is that value, and this money must
go to ensure it.
Please support this plan in the Senate survey on the recovered funds and by sending an
e-mail to tcusenate@tufts.edu. Just write, “I
support the complete plan for the recovered
funds,” or send us thoughts of your own.
With this money, we can turn one of the
darkest moments in Tufts history into one of
the brightest. It’s the best plan out there, and
the only one that will leave a legacy we can be
proud of.
Duncan Pickard is a junior majoring in history. He is also the TCU president.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of the Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Op-Ed welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles
on campus, national and international issues should be 800 to 1,200 words in length. Editorial cartoons and Op-Eds in the form of cartoons are also welcome. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to
appear in the Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material must be submitted via e-mail (oped@tuftsdaily.com) attached in .doc or .docx format.
Questions and concerns should be directed to the Op-Ed editors. The opinions expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Tufts Daily itself.
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Doonesbury

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

solutions

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Attending class the day before Thanksgiving break

Late Night at the Daily
Solution to Monday's puzzle

Jo: “Gang bang!”
Carrie: “Jo, it doesn’t count if we’re just two people
and neither of us has a penis.”
Jo: “With that attitude, it doesn’t!”

Please recycle this Daily

by

Wiley
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Housing

Available for Lease
One 7BR. Two family, whole house
- two kitchen, two bath. Free
washer and dryer, parking. Call
617-448-6233.

For Rent
One 5 Bedroom Apartment, One
4 Bedroom Apartment. Walking
distance from Tufts University. 62
Powderhouse Blvd. Somervile,
MA. Call Charlie @ 781-646-7434 if
interested.

Somerville (Teele Ave) Close to
Campus! Available June 1st.
4 Bed, 1 Bath on 1st and 2nd floor
of owner occupied 2 family house
- 10 min walk to Davis Sq. and T.
Fully furnished kitchen, living room,
and bedrooms. Free W/D in basement. From and back porches with
back yard.$2400/month not including utilities. 1st and last months
rent/security deposit required. Call
Tim Moore @ 617-448-5626.

For Rent
5 bedrooms, start June 1 - May
2010. 1and1/2 baths, new kitchen,
dishwasher, disposal, washer/
dryer. Also off-street parking.
Please call Danny 781 396-0303

Housing

Housing

Available for Lease
One 8BR, whole two family house.
Very close to school. Two baths.
WONT LAST LONG - ACT NOW!
Call 617-448-6233

Available for Lease
3 Bedroom, very close to campus, for school year 2009-2010.
Common room, big kitchen, parking - ACT NOW, WONT LAST. Call
617-448-6233

Available for Lease
One 6BR in great shape. Two
floors, two baths, very close to
school. Garage parking, washing
machine, and dryer in unit. Call
617-448-6233
Available for Lease
Various 4BR, some almost right
on campus. These will be gone
very quickly. ACT NOW! Call 617448-6233

continued from page 16

legiate careers at Hamilton Pool
strong, winning seven events.
Freshman E.J. Testa and sophomore
Andrew Altman posted two wins
apiece to set the pace against the
visiting Judges. Testa took first in the
200-freestyle and the 100-butterfly
events, while Altman was equally
successful in the 100 backstroke and
100 freestyle.
“The underclassmen can really
push the strong group of upperclassmen that we have,” coach Adam
Hoyt said. “All of the classes work
together to make each other better
—it’s a nice environment to have.”
In the 400-freestyle relay, the final
event for the Jumbos on Sunday,
Tufts sent seven squads to the
boards. While a team from Brandeis
took first place, Tufts’ “B” team,
comprised of two freshmen and two
sophomores, took second place,
just ahead of Tufts’ “A” team. The
“A” team has two seniors (including co-captain Andrew Shields), a
sophomore, and a freshman, Owen
Rood.
“We like to have the freshmen

go against the upperclassmen in
the relay,” Longhurst said. “Most of
them have been training all summer and they came in ready. Some
of the freshmen right now are doing
really well, and they’ll definitely be
part of the ‘A,’ ‘B’ and ‘C’ teams in the
relays at the NESCAC Tournament.”
In Saturday’s two showdowns on
the road, Tufts took first place in six
out of 10 of the individual events.
Sophomore Chris Vorlicek paced
the team with three victories in the
two meets, securing first in the 1,000
freestyle, the 200 breaststroke and
the 400 individual medley. Rood
had a fine day as well, posting two
wins in the 50-and 100-freestyle
sprint races and contributing to the
Jumbos’ winning 200-medley relay
team. Tufts also captured third in
both the 200 freestyle and medley
relays.
“I really think this is one of the
best starts of our season we’ve had
since I’ve been coaching here,” Hoyt
said. “That’s not in reference to the
team’s times, but the team’s attitude
and their discipline that they’ve had
over the past three weeks. While it
was very exciting to see a number of

guys step up and swim fast, it wasn’t
necessarily unexpected because
they’ve been working really hard.”
After four hours of competition
away from home on Saturday, the
Jumbos had little time to rest before
Sunday’s matchup against Brandeis.
Still, they were able to fight exhaustion to secure the key win.
“Any time you have a long meet
on Saturday and then you go into
a meet on Sunday, you’re bound
to be tired,” senior co-captain Ben
Moskowitz said. “I think the biggest
thing we did was that we didn’t let it
affect us.”
After Thanksgiving break, the
Jumbos will participate in the MIT
Invitational, a meet which gives the
squad a chance to swim against
larger and more competitive universities.
“There will be six or seven teams
there,” Hoyt said. “I think we can
race with the top teams that will be
there, MIT and New York University.
Those are the teams we need to be
able to race with if we want to be a
top team in our conference and in
the country. I’m really looking forward to it; I think we can do well.”

EMS® Summit Fleece
Jacket 99.99 SALE 49.99
Vest 79.99 SALE 39.99
While supplies last.

*

Men’s and Women’s Tubbs®
’06/’07 Venture Snowshoe
169.99 SALE 84.99
While supplies last.

Get a $25 Gear Bucks Card

FREE standard shipping

Valid 11/26/08 thru 12/24/08. Redeem your
Gear Bucks Card between 12/25/08 and 1/27/09.

For details and restrictions, go to ems.com/oﬀers.

when you spend $100 or more.**

Harvard Square
1 Brattle Square
Second Floor
617-864-2061

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
continued from page 16

ship, three Tufts players garnered
individual accolades for their performances this weekend. Moynihan,
sophomore point guard Colleen
Hart and junior Julia Baily were
each named to the All-Tournament
team, with Hart claiming tournament MVP honors.
Baily posted solid play for the
Jumbos on Sunday, tallying 15
points and seven rebounds, while
Hart stated her case for MVP in
the tournament’s finale quite well,
notching 13 points, six boards and
four assists.
Tufts wasted no time getting the
ball rolling against Mount Ida, as
the Jumbos outscored the Mustangs
51-18 in the first half. That first frame
was highlighted by 13 points from
Hart, who cruised to 16 total points
and seven assists on the afternoon.
She also dominated from long
range, going a perfect 4-for-4 from
beyond the three-point arc.
Due to the fast start, the Jumbos’
entire roster saw floor time with 14
different players scoring in the con-

continued from page 16

Everything
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in-store*
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50% OFF

Hart, Baily on All-Tournament
team; Hart earns MVP honors

WOMEN’S SWIMMING

50%
OFF
*

Wanted
California Cryobank f08
Sperm Donors Needed. Earn up to
$1,200/month. California Cryobank
is seeking males for its sperm
donor program. Office located
in Cambridge, MA. Apply online:
www.spermbank.com

test.
“It’s absolutely fantastic,”
Moynihan said of the team’s depth.
“In practice, we have so many girls
pushing, and we all work really
hard to make each other better
players.”
In the second half, the Jumbos
picked up right where they left off
defensively, unbelievably amassing
more defensive rebounds (18) than
points allowed (17). The Jumbos
layered on another 44 more points
and coasted to the easy victory, with
senior Katie Puishys notching 10
points and Moynihan posting nine
as the Jumbos rolled to their first
90-plus scoring effort in almost two
years.
“It was really our team effort,”
Hart said. “We shot really well from
the field. Every player on the bench
came in, hit their shots, and it really
showed how deep our roster is.”
The Jumbos look to improve
to 3-0 when they face Endicott at
home tonight at 5:30 p.m. Last season the Jumbos defeated Endicott
74-69 in the championship game of
the Endicott Tip-Off Tournament.

Momentum swings Jumbos’ way
following victory over Panthers

20%-

50% OFF

Travel
STS Travel f08
Spring Break 2009. Sell Trips,
Earn Cash and Go Free. Call for
Group Discounts. Best Prices
Guaranteed! Best Parties!
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco,
Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida.
Information/Reservations 1-800648-4849 or www.ststravel.com.

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $10 per week with Tufts ID or $20 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the
insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an
overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Younger swimmers shine in opening weekend
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on qualiﬁed orders. Limited-time oﬀer.

of a second.
Other winners for Tufts on
Sunday included Gardel, who
earned first place in both diving
events.
The most telling statistic in the
dual meet with Brandeis was the
emergence of freshman swimmers
for Tufts. The class of 2012 comprises nearly half of the roster, and
it came up in a big way against the
Judges, hauling in four first-place
finishes.
“The freshmen really stepped up
above and beyond this weekend,”
Frenette said. “Annie [Doisneau],
Valerie [Eacret] and Katie [Russell]
all did so well for us, just to name a
few.”
The 400-yard medley relay team
of O’Neill and freshmen Eacret,
Doisneau and Ziolek finished
first in the opening event against
Brandeis, touching the wall in
4:14.91. Freshman Kelly Moriarty
followed suit two events later, taking first in the 100-yard backstroke
with a time of 1:04.86 to beat out fellow freshman Hannah Henderson
by 1.4 seconds.
Adams continued the strong
representation from the first years,
out-touching Ziolek in the 50-yard
freestyle by 0.28 seconds. Russell
took first place in the 500-yard
freestyle, finishing in 5:24.26, while
Eacret rounded out Tufts’ winners
in the 100-yard butterfly.
“The freshmen did awesome
this weekend, especially considering the sickness on the team,”
said senior tri-captain Kayla Burke,
referring to the swimmers’ recent
bouts of mono, bronchitis and
pneumonia. “We as upperclassmen couldn’t have really asked for
anything more from them.”

With the win over Middlebury,
Tufts has secured a prime position to move up the NESCAC ranks.
The Panthers usually hold off the
Jumbos, as Tufts has historically
found itself in a battle for fourth
place with Conn. College and Colby.
But if this weekend’s meets are any
indication, the Jumbos are ready
to trash tradition and move on to
greener pastures.
“This was just an amazing weekend for us,” Bigelow said. “The
great competition across the board
really helped us perform well. We
swam our best on the right day on
Saturday.”
“Winning against Middlebury
really gives us a great confidence
boost,” Frenette said. “It can propel
us forward at the rate we’re going.
It’s really great to see how strong
we’re going this early in the season.”
If the Jumbos are to achieve
top-three status in the NESCAC,
they will have to do it away from
home. Aside from a Dec. 3 meet
against Wellesley, the Jumbos do
not have another home meet for
the rest of the season. Once more, a
Jan. 17 matchup with heavyweight
Williams could prove to be the
deciding meet for Tufts in the conference.
“With all the seniors stepping up
making us work hard in practice, I
think it is a good sign of things to
come,” Bigelow said. “This team is
coming together a lot quicker than
in previous years. I have a great
feeling about this season.”
“We have lots of motivation now
[after beating Middlebury] and just
have to keep the ball rolling,” Burke
said. “With Thanksgiving break
coming up soon, it’s been such a
long and exhausting weekend that
we’re excited to have a little rest.”
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Women’s Squash

Tufts faces stiff competition with depleted team
by

Noah Schumer

Daily Editorial Board

The women’s squash team
knew from the get-go that its
weekend games were going to
WOMEN’S SQUASH
(0-4)
Dartmouth Fall Classic, at Hanover,
N.H., Saturday
Tufts
Dartmouth

0
9

Hamilton
Tufts

8
1

at Hartford, Conn., Friday
Tufts 		
Trinity 		

0
9

WOMEN’S SQUASH
(0-4)
at Cambridge, Mass., Sunday
Williams
Tufts

9
0

be a challenge. Not only did
the Jumbos have the difficult
task of kicking off their season
against a Trinity squad that finished last year in the number
four slot nationally, but they
had to do so without three key
members of their team.
As expected, the 2008-09 season did not begin on the best of
notes, as Tufts dropped all four
of its matches — albeit against
four elite opponents — falling to Trinity 9-0, Dartmouth
9-0, Hamilton 8-1 and Williams
9-0.
“It was a tough weekend, but
we knew it was going to be
tough,” assistant coach Kelsey
Engman said. “It was a lot of
driving and we were playing
A-flight teams. Trinity is usually in the top three or four teams
in the country, and Dartmouth
and Williams are both about
equally strong. Hamilton was
close last year, but [this year]
we had several injuries, one
girl who is abroad and actually
a couple of academic excuses.
We only had half of our team
playing, which meant that if
one girl lost then the match
was over.”
“We went in knowing it

would be hard,” senior tri-captain Victoria Barba said. “But at
the same time we had a really
positive attitude and I could
not have asked for more from
my teammates. They gave it
their all and I’m really proud of
their effort.”
The Jumbos were without senior tri-captain Jessica
Herrmann — who is out with
a broken rib until January —
as well as freshmen Mercedes
Barba and Alix Michael. These
injuries forced Tufts to play
with a shorthanded lineup
of either five or six players
depending on the match. The
team therefore had to concede
the seven-through-nine slots,
and sometimes the six-slot,
leaving them with little to no
margin for error.
Although the squad lost to
Williams 9-0 on Sunday, Barba
and sophomore Valerie Koo
kept the score close at the top
two slots, winning 17 and 18
points, respectively. The results
were similar against Dartmouth
on Saturday and Trinity on
Friday.
Still, despite the disappointment,
the
weekend
was not without at least one
major highlight. Victoria Barba
emerged victorious from her
grueling five-set contest against
Hamilton’s No. 1 junior Kelly
Whipple on Saturday to secure
the team’s lone individual win
of the weekend.
“The match was great,” Barba
said. “There was a lot of enthusiasm and a lot of adrenaline.
I think half of what got me
through the match was hearing all of the cheering outside
because it made me want it
more. I wanted to get one for
the whole team.”
After winning sets one and
two, Barba dropped the next
two 8-10 and 1-9. But during
a break in play before the final
set, she found the inspiration to
fight on, taking the fifth 10-8.
“I came off the court after
the fourth set just exhausted
and completely dead,” Barba
said. “When I came off the
court, I said to myself, ‘Are you
really throwing the match away
because you’re tired?’ But then
Kelsey and Jessica reminded me
to just get back to the basics. I

Annie wermiel/Tufts Daily

Senior tri-captain Simone Grant attempts a shot during the women’s
squash team’s 9-0 loss to Williams at Harvard on Sunday.
started playing my game and
took advantage.”
“It was a spectacular match,
really amazing to watch,”
Engman said. “It lifted everyone’s spirits. People were saying that it felt like we won
the whole match because her
match was so intense. We’ve
been setting up targets in practice and competing every week
to see who could hit the most.
Victoria hit her spots during
the match and stuck to the
game plan.”
Despite the poor outcomes
in terms of team losses this
weekend, the Jumbos are confident that this weekend’s results
will not be representative of
their season.
“We’re stressing, especially
to our first years, that this was
an atypical weekend,” Engman
said. “It’s not like this all the
time, and we just had to make
the best of it.”
Tufts’ next match will be
against Amherst, a team it

defeated 5-4 last December.
Although Herrmann is not
expected to return for the
matchup with the Lord Jeffs,
Michaels and Mercedes Barba
should be healthy enough to
compete.
“Mercedes and Alix, the firstyears, haven’t practiced yet, so
it will be interesting,” Engman
said. “In practice we’ll continue
working on hitting the ball a
little bit harder so it gets to the
back of the court.”
“I think we learned that even
when we’re at a disadvantage,
we can still do some damage,”
Victoria Barba said. “As much
as we knew it was going to be
tough this weekend, I think we
can still improve our mental
state and have a more positive attitude heading into our
next match. It’s been close in
the past with Amherst, and I
think we can really take some
matches this year. I predict we
can get to five matches, which
would get us the win.”

Jumbo magic:
Alum Tapscott
is interim head
coach of Wizards
The Washington Wizards
fired head coach Eddie
Jordan as well as assistant
coach Mike O’Koren yesterday after the team’s abysmal 1-10 start. That left the
door open for Ed Tapscott,
Tufts alumnus (LA ‘75) and
Wizards’ director of player
development, to assume the
role of interim head coach.
Although Tapscott has
never been at the helm
of an NBA team, he does
have plenty of experience in
the front office and on the
sidelines. After graduating
from Tufts, he became a
part-time assistant to Gary
Williams, current coach at
the University of Maryland,
at American University in
the late 1970s. Eventually
he rose to become Williams’
top assistant and then took
over in 1982, tallying 119
victories in eight years.
Tapscott was hired as vice
president of player personnel
and basketball operations for
the New York Knicks in the
1990s, and he later moved
on to become president and
chief operating officer of the
Charlotte Bobcats between
2003 and 2006. He spent a
year as a television analyst
for Wizards games during
the 2006-07 season before
being recruited to join the
team’s front office that summer.
During his time at Tufts
University, Tapscott was a
solid contributor for the
Brown and Blue. He was
a captain during his junior
and senior years on the basketball team and is eighth
on Tufts’ career assists list.
Additionally, he spent a year
after his graduation coaching
the freshmen team, which
he led to a 16-3 season.
Tapscott will make his
NBA coaching debut tonight,
when the Wizards host the
Golden State Warriors.
— by David Heck

Editors' Challenge | Week 13
Given the stellar quality of the Eds’ Challenge picks over the past three weeks, the
one thing for which we would not be thankful is a week off from making football
picks.
We can only hope that five days away from our lovely office will not be enough
to quell the momentum of November’s results so far. Things are going so well, even
Scott’s putting up winning records. Yes, dear readers ... life is that good. Time for a
week of relaxation, football and some really, really good food.
Phil “Corn on the Cob” Dear now leads the way by a nose (or, shall we say, an ear?),
vaulting ahead of the pack with yet another spectacular week. At 13-2 in Week 12,
Dear now holds a two-game lead over Carly “Drumstick” Helfand; Helfand meanwhile
maintains a one-game edge on Rachel “Gravy” Dolin. In the meantime, the dramatic

OVERALL RECORD
LAST WEEK
Tennessee at Detroit
Seattle at Dallas
Arizona at Philadelphia
San Francisco at Buffalo
Miami at St. Louis
NY Giants at Washington
New Orleans at Tampa Bay
Carolina at Green Bay
Baltimore at Cincinnati
Indianapolis at Cleveland
Atlanta at San Diego
Pittsburgh at New England
Denver at NY Jets
Kansas City at Oakland
Chicago at Minnesota
Jacksonville at Houston

Phil
117-57
13-2

Carly
115-59
11-4

Tennessee
Tennessee
Dallas
Dallas
Arizona
Arizona
Buffalo
Buffalo
Miami
Miami
NY Giants
NY Giants
Tampa Bay
Tampa Bay
Green Bay
Carolina
Baltimore
Baltimore
Indianapolis
Indianapolis
San Diego
Atlanta
New England New England
NY Jets
NY Jets
Oakland
Oakland
Minnesota
Chicago
Houston
Jacksonville

fall from grace continues for Sapna “Candied Yams” Bansil, whose nine-win week
drops her into fourth place.
Evans “Turkey” Clinchy remains determined to catch Dolin in the standings, but that
goal remains unattainable so long as Dolin continues to employ an ethically ambiguous selection strategy. Meanwhile David “Cranberry Sauce” Heck remains in pursuit of
Clinchy, but his “gain six wins in one week” tactic turned out to be a miserable, miserable failure. Tom “Butternut Squash” Eager stays tied with Heck. Also Noah “Stuffing”
Schumer appears comfortably entrenched in eighth place, ahead of Scott “Mashed
Potatoes” Janes.
Editor-in-chief Rob “Green Beans” Silverblatt offers guest picks for our penultimate
Eds’ Challenge.

Rachel
114-60
11-4

Sapna
113-61
9-6

Evans
112-62
11-4

Dave
104-70
9-6

Tom
104-70
9-6
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NY Jets
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Fencing

Tufts squad punctured by Harvard, Sacred Heart
by Jeremy

Greenhouse

Senior Staff Writer

The women’s fencing team had its hands
full at its first official competition Friday night
when it traveled to Harvard for dual matches
against the host Crimson and the Sacred
Heart Pioneers. The Jumbos dropped both
matchups, falling to nationally ranked No. 5
Harvard 22-5 and 14-13 to Sacred Heart.
Led by senior co-captain Emily Cross, a
2005 national champion and 2008 Olympic
silver medalist, the Crimson went 9-0 in the
foil competition. But Tufts fared respectably
in sabre and epee, earning multiple bouts in
each.
“I think we did about the same as what
we expected,” junior epee captain Amani
Smathers said. “Going in we were just trying
to do the best we can and not expecting to
win, though the epee did beat Harvard last
year 5-4. We could’ve done better ... I was disappointed with my match against Harvard. I
still think I could’ve won the bout.”
The epee side has been anchored by
Smathers, who is also a layout editor for
the Daily, and sophomore Coryn Wolk, who
went 3-0 last year in her Harvard bouts and
picked up another two points on Friday.
Nevertheless, Wolk was disappointed with

her performance against Harvard, as the
epee squad was unable to beat the Crimson
for the second straight year.
“We have a different team this year right
now, and the people they put in against us
this year were different too,” Wolk said.
Indeed, Harvard’s epee team sports a new
look: Freshman Noam Mills, who competed
for Team Israel in the Beijing Olympics this
summer, went undefeated in the meet. And
in foil, three Jumbos lost to Olympic silver
medalist Cross.
“[Cross] was really good and really quick,”
freshman Meredith Paul said. “Her technique was on another level than ours. It
was definitely a learning experience, facing
somebody who’s so good in their technique
as she is.”
The sabrists displayed young talent in
freshmen Brianna Smith and Sarah Danly
and sophomores Caccy Bowlus and Soraya
Alivandi. Danly went 1-2 against Harvard but
rebounded to go 2-1 against Sacred Heart.
Smith and Bowlus also took individual bouts,
while Alivandi won her first bout after beginning fencing just two months ago.
“Harvard’s really good, and we weren’t
expecting to win,” Danly said. “But I think
we’re going to be a decent team. Caccy looked
really good. Now people who never fenced

before on team have some experience. Some
people who fence club got to fence varsity.
Some people did well individually, and I’m
hoping the team does well as a whole.”
After being overwhelmed by Harvard,
Tufts fell to Sacred Heart by a small onepoint margin. It is worth noting, however,
that thanks to their strong epee showing, the
Jumbos won one more bout against Harvard
than Sacred Heart.
“We lost really close to Sacred Heart,”
said Paul, who won two of her foil bouts. “I
think we beat them in foil. Overall I think we
did well Friday. We didn’t have good results,
but you can always walk away feeling good
thinking you learned something.”
The weekend event was Tufts’ first team
competition of the year and counts toward
qualifications for Nationals. The Jumbos sent
representatives to The Big One Invitational
on Nov. 1 in Northhampton, Mass., and benefited from solid showings on the part of the
epeeists, as Wolk and Smathers both earned
top-eight finishes in a field of 59. Tufts’ next
tournament will be an individual competition held in New Jersey Dec. 7.
“Most people don’t know what to expect
since we didn’t go last year,” Wolk said of the
upcoming Christmas Invitational. “But I’m
just hoping to fence well.”

Men’s Squash

Jumbos elicit gains for new lineup despite
suffering four 9-0 losses over the weekend
by

Thomas Eager

Daily Editorial Board

After a busy weekend of five matches that
went pretty much as expected, with four
losses to some of the nation’s elite programs
MEN’S SQUASH
(1-4)
Dartmouth Fall Classic, at Hanover, N.H.,
Saturday
Tufts
Dartmouth

0
9

Navy
Tufts

9
0

at Hartford, Conn., Friday
Tufts 		
Trinity 		

0
9

Maine Round Robin, at Brunswick,
Maine, Sunday
Vanderbilt
Tufts

0
9

at Cambridge, Mass., Sunday
Williams
Tufts 		

9
0

and a win over a decidedly easier opponent,
the men’s squash team (1-4) derived some
key experience for its relatively young and
inexperienced lineup.
Despite being slammed 9-0 in four of
its five matches with top-tier competition,
including losses to preseason No. 1 Trinity on
Friday in Hartford, Conn., No. 9 Dartmouth
and No. 12 Navy Saturday in Hanover, N.H.
and No. 10 Williams at Harvard on Sunday,
the exposure to these top teams for the No.
19 Jumbos offered a prime opportunity get
on court and notch the players’ first collegiate competition of the 2008-09 campaign.
Indeed, though the scores would indicate
otherwise, the team did improve on its play
as the weekend progressed
“We had some very difficult competition
this weekend, a very tough opening weekend,” senior tri-captain Josh Levinson said. “I
will say, especially in the first match we had
a couple of jitters especially from just a little
nervousness getting out there, but we really
feel that the team improved throughout the
weekend and we took what happened in
each match and used it for the next one …
Although it seemed like the scores were very
lopsided, I feel that we did very well and the
team as a whole bonded, and the morale
right now is better than it was going into the
weekend.”
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In what served as the squad’s first series
of matches this season, the Jumbos posted a
lineup with seven of its nine players who were
either true rookies in collegiate competition
or had seen limited play as upperclassmen
in past years. And while the emphasis was
not on picking up victories per se, the slew of
five matches, including the four resounding
losses, offered benefits to the players on a
personal level.
“Just individually, I think it was pretty huge
for a lot of people who haven’t played that
many matches,” senior tri-captain Brian
Rassel said. “A lot of these younger guys, to
be thrown into the fire in this one without
being unreasonable about it, without there
being pressure on them in terms of what
their win-loss outcome was. A number of
them showed some pretty good resolve; it
Annie Wermiel/Tufts Daily
doesn’t necessarily come out in terms of the
Senior tri-captain Brian Rassel plays the ball
scores or the tallies.”
“I’d say where the improvement was espe- during the men’s squash team’s 9-0 loss to
cially was that people started playing a lot NESCAC rival Williams Sunday afternoon.
smarter; a lot of the players were thinking a
lot more, they were changing the pace, and the weekend, we were more or less injurythey were choosing their shots a lot wiser, free and we were able to continue to play at
and that was very good to see especially from a level at the beginning of the weekend and
the freshmen on the team,” Levinson added. even improve through the end which was
Aside from notching valuable match expe- great to see from the team on an effort-side
rience, the squad also posted a resounding and on a fitness-side.”
“I think at no point during the weekend
9-0 victory over No. 35 Vanderbilt at Bowdoin
on Sunday, the team’s first win of the young did physical fatigue become a real factor,
winter season, before suffering defeat later and that’s a big bonus for us,” Rassel said. “I
that afternoon at the hands of the Ephs in think that our rackets and our mental game
were coming around with the experience in
Cambridge.
“It felt very good to get that win behind the matches and that wasn’t eroded by the
our backs,” Levinson said. “Again we fact that we’re obviously physically wearing
had three very difficult matches: Trinity, down, but we were able to keep it together,
Dartmouth and Navy are all excellent pro- which is I think just a good sign of the work
grams with very fit players, and going into we put in this fall, which was probably the
the Vanderbilt match we knew that we thing I was most proud of coming out of the
would probably have an advantage as far weekend.”
With five of the seven matches prior to
as skill and fitness and we just knew to keep
our heads in the game, not make mistakes winter break in the books, Tufts now takes
and to play as hard as we can, and that’s a 10-day break before heading to Amherst
and then MIT for a pair of key matches to
what everyone did.”
“[One thing] about the Vanderbilt match close out the tune-up portion of the winter
was in terms of relative scale, our execution season. And with the experience netted from
versus an opponent who at least on paper its taxing weekend behind it, the team hopes
might not be as strong as us was a great thing to further elevate its play with this admittedly
to see,” Rassel added. “Because obviously temporary lineup — four starting juniors will
we saw that all weekend with teams that on return from abroad to compete in the spring
paper were much better than us and able — and come away with positive results.
“I think in terms of taking this time [before
to execute against us. I think that [the win]
was a good sign of good things to come in Amherst] to think about what we’re working
terms of when we are able to win keeping it on, each player, and then I think Amherst is
going to be a time for some players, hopetogether.”
Given the busyness of five squash contests fully, to have a breakout day where they
in one travel-intensive weekend, both Rassel beat people, take games [and] push games
and Levinson cited the team’s resilience and to being long and tight, and hopefully some
fitness across the three days of competition people take their piece of the match because
that’s very possible; it’s not like Amherst is
as an important strength of the squad.
“What was really good is, especially with some untouchable team for us,” Rassel said.
the long weekends, with five matches in “But as far as growing against players who
three days at four different schools, it takes are a bit stronger than us, the same concepts
a big toll on the team physically,” Levinson [from the past weekend] and this time set the
said. “It was very good to see that although bar a little bit higher because we are going to
there were some minor scrapes throughout be fresh.

Jeremy Greenhouse | Follow the Money

Talking
about
playoffs?

L

ast week, President-elect Barack
Obama said on national television that it is about time for the
NCAA to create a playoff system to determine a national football
champion. A few days later, I read that
Oakland A’s owner Lew Wolff had suggested shortening the League Division
Series to mere one-game playoffs. I
liked both ideas, but if it ain’t broke...
Shortening the playoffs has been an
issue in all professional sports. The
NBA playoffs take a full two months
to finish, thanks to a system in which
over half the teams qualify. In baseball, the playoffs regularly extend into
November, which makes for unplayable
conditions in cities like Philadelphia.
And in football, there’s a seemingly
superfluous week off in between the
conference championship games and
the Super Bowl. Of course, the reason
that every league milks the playoffs for
all they’re worth is that they’re worth a
whole lot.
Each year there are four BCS bowl
games (for which a total of about
400,000 tickets are sold) and another
27 non-BCS bowls. These bowl games
often lead to arguments, as their purpose is unclear. But Obama’s proposal
for a national playoff system may ultimately go nowhere because so many
folks have a financial stake in keeping
the system as is.
For traditional football powerhouses, the bowl series is a gift that keeps
on giving, even if their teams aren’t
strong. Many of the bowls are actually run by non-profit organizations
that simply want to drive tourism to
the city. Of course, we also have the
Tostitos Fiesta Bowl, the PapaJohns.
com Bowl, and who would forget the
Bell Helicopter Armed Forces Bowl?
Corporate sponsorship is huge, and
if the NCAA were to actually have a
national championship game in football — college football is the only sport
that does not have one — that would
take away prestige and endorsements
from the other bowls. The bowls also
get to choose their participants, giving schools with name recognition
more opportunities to play (and rake
in money) than teams that are better at
football. A rigid playoff structure could
make for boring games that decrease
fan interest.
This week, the BCS and ESPN agreed
to a $125 million per year contract,
which is $40 million more than the
previous BCS contract with FOX. With
that contract in place, instituting a
new system by 2014 is all but impossible. Colleges, TV networks and the
bowl cities all benefit from the current
arrangement. The only dissenters are
the fans.
The only sport I see changing its
current playoff structure is professional football. In the NFL, the teams
that make the Super Bowl actually lose
money on their trips, according to The
Wall Street Journal. The game is at a
neutral site and all proceeds are distributed evenly to the 32 teams.
Unfortunately, media week isn’t
going anywhere. I have yet to find a
purpose for it, but if it’s stuck around
this long, somebody must be profiting
from it.
Some rules in sports have no rhyme
or reason. Why can a base runner barrel into a catcher? Why can’t a quarterback fumble when his arm is moving
forward? But those rules are on the
field. More often than not, off-the-field
decisions are rational and are dictated
by economics. I think this Obama character has some bright days ahead of
him, and some of his plans just might
not go awry, but I’m afraid that this
particular call for change isn’t going
anywhere.

Jeremy Greenhouse is a sophomore who has
not yet declared a major. He can be reached
at Jeremy.Greenhouse@tufts.edu.
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Women’s Basketball

Tufts 2-0 after winning 29th annual Eastern Tip-Off Tournament
by

Zach Groen

Senior Staff Writer

The only accolade that eluded the women’s
basketball team at the end of last season was a
title.
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
(2-0, 0-0 NESCAC)
at ECSU Tip-Off Tournament, at Willimantic,
Conn., Sunday
Tufts
Mt. Ida		

51
18

44 — 95
17 — 35

at ECSU Tip-Off Tournament, at Willimantic,
Conn., Saturday
Tufts
Mt. Ida		

32
35

36 — 68
20 — 55

It took only one weekend of play for this
year’s squad to earn just that.
Tufts took home top honors from the
29th-annual Eastern Tip-Off Tournament this
weekend, held at Eastern Connecticut State
University. After disposing of Mount Ida in
a 95-35 demolition in Saturday afternoon’s
opener, the Jumbos returned to the court
Sunday and finished strong by defeating the
host Warriors, 68-55, to win the invitational
and open the new season 2-0.
Eastern Conn. earned a Sunday showdown
with Tufts via a 63-37 blowout of Castleton
State in Saturday’s finale. From the tip-off of

Sunday’s final, it became clear that the tournament’s final contest would be much closer
than either of the two teams’ previous games.
The momentum in the first half went back
and forth, as the Warriors led by as much
as 33-25 with three minutes left before the
break, but the Jumbos clawed back to reduce
the lead to 35-32 heading into halftime. The
Jumbos’ depth enabled them to pull away in
the second; however, as three players came off
the bench and played key roles in the squad’s
comeback win.
With several starters in foul trouble, two
guards — junior Vanessa Miller and sophomore Lindsay Weiner — tallied seven points
each in the second half, helping Tufts outscore Eastern Conn. 36-20 after the break
and return to Medford with the tournament
trophy. Senior co-captain Stacy Filocco also
added a late three-pointer to help the Jumbos
seal the win.
Although the win marked an appropriate
start for a team intent on recreating — and
surpassing — last season’s successes, senior
co-captain Kim Moynihan, who led the way
on Sunday with 16 points over 33 minutes, still
sees room for improvement.
“Our offense is relatively new for us,”
Moynihan said. “It seemed to work pretty well,
but we can definitely run it better and more
smoothly.” Moynihan also cited foul trouble
as a problem that will need to be addressed
going forward.
In addition to the tournament championsee WOMEN’S BASKETBALL, page 13

Three Tufts athletes garner NESCAC
weekly honors for strong performances
The winter squads on the Hill are off to a fast start, and now, the rest of the
conference has taken notice. The NESCAC awarded members of Tufts’ athletics
community weekly honors in men’s basketball, men’s swimming and diving and
women’s swimming and diving. A look at all of the Jumbos’ award winners:

NESCAC Performers of the Week
Week of Nov. 24

courtesy Christi Sullivan

Senior center Katie Tausanovitch (left) battles Eastern Conn. senior tri-captain Ashley
McFetridge for the jump ball during the women’s basketball team’s 68-55 win over the
Warriors on Sunday.

Men’s Swimming and Diving

Squad 3-0 after weekend sweep
by

Amanda Chuzi

Daily Staff Writer

In a matter of 48 hours, the men’s swimming and diving team went from having some
moderate preseason confidence to boasting a
MEN’S SWIMMING
(3-0)
Hamilton Pool, Sunday

Men’s Basketball:
Jon Pierce: Jr.
Last week: Averaged 27.7 points and 10.3
rebounds per game over first three contests of
2008-09 season

Brandeis
Tufts

82
205

at New London, Conn., Saturday

Men’s Swimming and Diving:
Chris Vorlicek: So.
Last week: Won 1,000-yard freestyle, 200-yard
breaststroke and 400-yard IM in tri-meet competition against Conn. College and Middlebury
on Saturday
Women’s Swimming and Diving:
Megan Kono: So.
Last week: Won four of six individual events
against Conn. College, Middlebury and Brandeis
LAURA SCHULTZ/TUFTS DAILY

Tufts		
Conn. College

196.5
96.5

Middlebury
Tufts

81.5
211.5

perfect 3-0 record for the third time in the past
four seasons.
In dominating fashion, the Jumbos swept
the weekend’s three opponents by a margin of

at least 100 points in each meet. On Sunday, the
team took down Brandeis 205-82 at home, following up their equally impressive road romps
over Middlebury and host Conn. College a day
earlier by the respective tallies of 211.5-96.5 and
196.5-81.5.
“I never could have thought that we’d start
out doing as well as we’ve done so far this
year,” senior co-captain James Longhurst said.
“Judging by how much everyone has improved
from last year, even from the end of the season,
everyone has stepped up and everyone exceeded all expectations.”
Although no records were broken over the
weekend, the Jumbos still performed impressively. The dive team, led by junior Rob Matera,
swept every event it competed in on both days.
The Jumbos’ home meet on Sunday, which
served as the seniors’ second-to-last home
meet of their careers, featured a solid performance from the entire Tufts lineup. The Jumbos
placed first in 10 out of 15 events and in the top
three in all but the lone event in which they did
not field a competitor.
The underclassmen commenced their colsee MEN’S SWIMMING, page 13

Women’s Swimming and Diving

Jumbos make waves, keep perfect season afloat with weekend win
by

Alex Prewitt

Senior Staff Writer

Before Saturday, a victory over
NESCAC foe Middlebury had proven elusive for the 10 seniors on
WOMEN’S SWIMMING
(3-0)
Hamilton Pool, Sunday
Brandeis
Tufts

114.5
169.5

at New London, Conn., Saturday
Tufts		
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Middlebury
Tufts

123
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the women’s swimming and diving team. They didn’t let that fact

loom over their final year for long,
however, as the group, along with
the rest of the squad, notched a
convincing 175-123 victory over the
Panthers.
Tufts’ statement victory at the trimeet in New London, Conn., was
not the only highlight of the weekend, as the Jumbos also recorded
a 175-120 victory over host Conn.
College on Saturday, in addition
to a 169.5-114.5 victory over the
Brandeis Judges Sunday. Still, it
was undoubtedly the defeat of the
Panthers that stands out most from
this weekend’s 3-0 performance.
“Beating Middlebury was unbelievable,” coach Nancy Bigelow
said. “The only way to describe it
was elation. I think we secretly had
the belief that we could do it, but
no one really verbalized it. Never
in my wildest dreams would I have
expected to beat Middlebury.”

“All of the seniors were so flabbergasted after we saw we had beaten
Middlebury,” senior tri-captain Liz
Frenette said. “We secured the win
late, but it was so surprising when
we found out. We went in thinking
it would be exciting to swim against
really fast girls, but we actually went
out and won.”
Junior and returning AllAmerican diver Lindsay Gardel
and sophomore Megan Kono led
the Jumbos as dual winners on the
afternoon. Kono touched first in
both the 200 and 500 freestyle, while
Gardel took the 1- and 3-meter diving events. Senior tri-captain Katie
Swett tacked on a victory in the 200
breaststroke (2:33.03).
While upperclassmen such as
Gardel and Kono provided the
foundation for the Jumbos’ historic
victory, it was the freshmen who
supplied the spark needed to cata-

pult Tufts late in the meet.
First-year Katie Russell earned
the first victory of the new season for the Jumbos in the 1,650yard freestyle, touching the wall
in 10:57.60. Meanwhile, classmate
Valerie Eacret won the 100-yard
butterfly in 1:00.51, while the relay
team of freshmen Courtney Adams,
Saheela Mehrotra and Paulia Ziolek
and sophomore Maureen O’Neill
capped the meet off with a 1:41.20
win in the 200-yard freestyle relay.
O’Neill, Tufts’ record-holder in the
50-yard freestyle, won the race in
25.07 seconds.
The Jumbos captured first place
in 10 of the first 13 events on Sunday,
dropping three to Brandeis freshman Angela Chui, who recently
qualified for NCAA Championships
and was named UAA Athlete of
the Week. Aside from Chui’s wins,
brown and blue swimmers domi-

nated the final tallies.
Kono, fresh off a season in which
she finished 19th in the NCAA
Championship meet in the 1,650yard freestyle, took first in the
event, as well as in the 200-yard
backstroke. In the freestyle event,
the sophomore kicked off her 2008
campaign in style, finishing more
than a minute ahead of the closest
competitor.
Swett, cousin of NCAA champion
diver Kendall Swett (LA ’08), continued the family legacy in the Tufts
pool by placing first in both the 100yard and 200-yard breaststroke. In
the 200-yard breast, Swett touched
the wall nearly 10 seconds ahead of
the second-place swimmer, finishing
in 2:33.80, though she barely outtouched Brandeis junior Hollis Viray
in the 100, winning by 17 hundredths
see WOMEN’S SWIMMING, page 13

