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CONSTRUCTING
UNITY
WHY TUFTS ATHLETICS
IS UPGRADING
BY MOLLY MIRHASHEM

Everyone
knows that Tufts undergoes many construction projects over the summer. It seems that
every year, we return to campus and several
buildings have been renovated and transformed. But this year, the unveiling of the
new Tisch Sports and Fitness Center is in
its own category. A project that cost more
than $15 million, the center is eye-catching and impressive. And there’s more to it
than that—an investment of such magnitude sends a loud, clear message about the
priorities and values of the university. To
some, this may seem totally justified: at a
school where nearly a fifth of the student
body plays a varsity sport, why shouldn’t
our facilities be state-of-the-art? But to others, this project may carry a hefty price tag
for something that doesn’t seem to benefit
everyone on campus. (In the interest of full
disclosure: I am a varsity athlete myself; I
compete on the Women’s Cross Country
and Track & Field teams, but I wrote this
piece with the intention to find how this
project affects everyone on campus.)
With Tufts as a top-tier academic institution, students, faculty, and members of
the community are well aware of the university’s elite scholastic standing. But Tufts
is not a school known far and wide for its
athletic programs. We boast many extremely strong varsity teams which have gone on
to win championships and earn impressive titles. But in most cases, “Tufts” is not
a name that many outsiders associate with
athletic prowess.
Johanna Clair, a junior psychology major and the catcher on the women’s softball
team, said, “You tell someone that you go
to Tufts and they say, ‘Oh, great academic
school.’ Well, I’m hoping that in the next
few years they might say, ‘Great athletic
2
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school,’ as well. Academics shouldn’t be un- ous contributions to Tufts’ athletic teams.
dermined in any way; ultimately I’m here He stressed the fact that “coaches are not
getting a degree in psychology—I’m not admissions officers, and athletics are never
graduating with a degree in softball—but the only reason a student gets into Tufts.”
at the same time, all of our teams are very Alander also reflected on his own experigood and should be recognized for it.”
ence as a student-athlete at Tufts, and said,
There are many other student-athletes “Tufts is extremely successful athletically.
at Tufts who feel this way, and it certainly If you are an athlete here, you are able to
seems that the university has picked up on compete at a really high level and be on a
the feeling. Bill Gehling, the university’s ath- successful team, but you’re here to be a stuletics director, said, “When [Dean] Lee Cof- dent. Athletes really are ‘student-athletes’ in
fin first came [in 2003], one of the things he the truest sense of the word.”
said right off the bat, was that he felt Tufts
Clair, in addition to her position on the
didn’t do a good enough job marketing to softball team and other activities around
student-athletes, and that we didn’t do a campus, is also a campus tour guide. She
good enough job celebrating the achieve- said that in her experience, Admissions
ments of our athletes. So that’s something has urged her and the other guides to talk
that, since he’s been here, we’ve been trying about the new athletic facility. In regard to
to do.” Among other objectives, the new this emphasis on athletics, Alander comfacility helps
mented, “It’s alaccomplish
You tell someone ways our job to
both of these
sure stuthat you go to Tufts make
goals. While
dents are learnand they say, ‘Oh, ing about the
to some the
Tisch Center great
academic school.’ Tufts experience,
may seem to
and athletics is a
have popped Well, I’m hoping that in the part of that. So
up out of next few years they
we are definitely
nowhere, the
highlighting the
might say, ‘Great athprocess
of
new athletic ceni m p r o v i n g letic school,’ as well.
ter when we talk
the univerabout athletics.
sity’s athletic facilities has been over two It’s something that we are pushing, just bedecades in the making.
cause it’s a great new facility, whether or not
A key counterpart to this process be- you’re a varsity athlete.” He added that if it
gins in admissions. Matt Alander, an alum- seems that Admissions is putting excessive
nus of the Tufts Class of 2008 and a veteran focus on the new facility, “It’s only because
student-athlete, is an Assistant Director in we’re happy that it’s a resource available to
the Admissions Department. Part of his students.”
job is to act as a liaison to the Athletic DeWalking into the Tisch Center feels
partment from Admissions, and work with distinctly different than it used to feel to
coaches to identify what he refers to as walk into the old Cousens Gym. The new
‘impact athletes’ from within the applicant entrance is bright, clean, and inviting,
pool who have the potential to make seri- whereas the old building felt outdated,
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dark, and musty. It is obvious that Tufts is
upgrading, but the motivations for this upgrade may be less clear. To some, the new
facility may appear a pricy marketing ploy,
an extravagant way to reel in more prospective student-athletes. And in part, it is. Said
Gehling, “We wanted to create an entrance
that gave the message that athletics—not
just varsity sports, but health and fitness—
matter at Tufts. It was important to say [to
prospective student-athletes]: ‘this piece of
your life that you care so much about, matters to us too.’” Gehling has been a part of
the Tufts community for over 35 years. He
graduated from Tufts in 1974 and enjoyed a
very successful soccer career as a studentathlete himself, before moving on to coaching and breaking his way into the athletic
administration.
It can be tempting to look at the Tisch
Center as Tufts’ way of shouting out that
our athletic programs are worthy of attention. While this was part of the motivation
for construction, it’s not the whole picture.
If you are not a varsity athlete, and you perceive the Tisch Center exclusively in this
way, then frustration is inevitable. Why
would Tufts drop $15 million on something
inaccessible to many of its students? The
crux of the issue is that the facility is actually for everyone. There is a section exclusively designated for non-varsity athletes, there
is a new multipurpose room for scheduled
classes and courses, and most notably, the
building is enormous. If the new center
were designed for varsity athletes alone, it
would not look the way that it does.
It is also noteworthy to recognize that
Tufts’ varsity athletes are not solely, or even
primarily, focused on their athletic endeavors. Ethan Barron, head coach of the
Men’s Cross Country and Track & Field
teams said, “I don’t think there are athletes
and non-athletes. There probably are some
people who view themselves as [just] an
athlete or whatever, but that’s rare. Some of
the most fun moments I have as a coach are
when I get to see one of my athletes dancing, or singing, or playing an instrument—
doing things that are completely nonacademic and non-athletic.” Since Tufts
students are generally well-rounded with a
variety of interests, this shapes the athletic
environment surrounding the university.
For the most part, there isn’t a strong divide
between varsity athletes and other students,
and the new athletic facility is designed to
reflect that.
Both Gehling and Clair mentioned
the “Fan the Fire” initiative as a positive
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way that athletics are bringing students
In addition to emphasizing the impor- as general community members who detogether, rather than compartmentalizing tance of the facility for the general student serve a space to exercise and lead healthy
them into groups. To those who may be body, she does recognize the significance it lifestyles.
unfamiliar with the project, its goal is to has for varsity athletics. “Athletics always
It is true that the new Tisch Center
build a stronger Tufts community by bring- meant something to Tufts,” she explained, was built in part to reel in prospective
ing service involvement to athletic events. “but the university is now acknowledging students, and to give the varsity teams fa“To me, Fan the Fire is actually about unit- the value of athletics in the education of a cilities to match their performance level.
ing Tufts,” said Gehling. “It didn’t start that college student. And they value how our But more important, the university is usway; it started as a way to generate more teams have done—there’s nothing to be ing this building as a tool of rebranding;
attendance at sports events, using the con- ashamed of about winning!” Smith-King Tufts is announcing itself as an institution
nection with service as a way to do that. But also shared the view that Tufts teams de- that puts health and wellness in the forewe’ve found there’s a potential to go way serve the upgraded facilities: “Athletics ground. Our school has many fantastic
beyond sports.” Clair is involved with the matter, and our student-athletes work re- sports teams—that is indisputable—but
initiative herself, and credits it for the vis- ally hard. It’s a huge commitment, and we the Tisch Center wasn’t designed to proible improvement in the sense of
claim our focus on
school spirit since her freshman
sports. Rather,
the university IS now ac- varsity
year. The new facility, she said,
it signifies the univerknowledging the value of sity’s initiative to unite
“will only add fuel to that fire.”
Branwen Smith-King, the
athletics in the education the student body, and
assistant athletics director, said
show that we are no
of the Tisch Center, “I’m just re- of a college student. And they val- longer willing to sell
ally, really proud of what Tufts ue
ourselves short of our
how our teams have
has done here. I’ve been here for
potential in any area,
done—there’s nothing to be
31 years, and it’s a statement. It’s
whether it be academreally a big statement that Tufts ashamed of about winning!
ics or wellness.
values the health and welfare of
As Coach Barron
our students.” She described how the facil- can’t dance around that.” After dedicating said, “Tufts, in my 11 years here, has never
ity has a multipurpose space for classes and so much time to Tufts athletics, Smith-King gotten complacent. Every year, it strives to
programs, and she has started scheduling could hardly hide her excitement for the identify ways of getting better, always askclasses that range from spinning, to Zum- way the program has upgraded—both over ing everyone for ways to improve the qualba, to kickboxing. “It’s all about providing the course of her career, and with this sig- ity of the experience… I would hope we
a service to the Tufts community,” she said, nificant new project. She genuinely sees the can hold onto that constant growth, and
“and we’re all at different levels for where benefit of the project both from the lens of maintain that outlook of always looking
that might be.”
high-performance varsity athletes, as well for the next step.” O
4
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Letter from the Editor

It feels like I matriculated at Tufts so long ago. It was September, and I had a floppy mop of freshman hair. I’m
sure most of us now-seniors look back at ourselves, sitting nervously in those white chairs on the academic lawn, surprised by the people we were when we entered college. At the time, we didn’t know Tufts and we didn’t know each other.
And now here we are.
After orientation we began to adjust, testing out clubs and auditioning for groups, taking classes and thinking
about fraternities. We searched for routine, and Tufts became normal—exciting, sure, but normal nonetheless. Yet, as a
freshman, it’s hard to have an understanding of Tufts as a whole because you’re so preoccupied with finding comfort in
the form of friends, a schedule, hall snacks. It’s a year of selfishness, and that’s okay. It’s important.
Sophomore year brought new confidence; we knew things, we did things. We had an idea of what resources were
available to us and where all the places on campus were—except for Sci-Tech. I hung out in Hillsides instead of a cement
Tilton dorm room. I declared my major. But even then, compared to now, there was a distinct lack of perspective. Maybe
because we were so close to everything Tufts-oriented, we couldn’t focus on a bigger picture. As the year wrapped up,
beloved seniors graduated and leadership changed and things were different. And we had to get used to that.
And junior year was the year of independence, the year I moved off campus. Carmichael was replaced by cooking; I expanded my stomping grounds past Davis into Boston. I learned to branch out while some of my friends were
gone. In fact, I felt, oddly, more adult. And then it was my turn, and I found myself leaving Tufts behind as I embarked
with my educational emancipation: study abroad.
There’s more that changed that semester than just my Chrome bookmarks, which were overwhelmed by friends’
new tumblrs. But these changes are hard to place. In a way, abroad is like a foreign freshman year in that you’re getting
used to new surroundings and new faces. But with this mulligan you get to try new things you didn’t try last time: to
perfect your language, to travel, to take a study break from Tufts academics. Strangely enough, it seems like everyone
your age is doing these same different things. Different, but still normal. And so reflection again proves difficult because
your perspective is askew and your mind is elsewhere and you’re so far away.
It’s hard to imagine when you’re gone that Tufts is still as vivid as ever—that during your own adventures, Tufts
has been similarly thriving. As I stepped back on campus after a 250-day abstention, this was suddenly clear to me. I
smiled at the beautiful campus grounds, the frat row flowers. I was floored by the Dewick renovations and the new gym.
The new freshmen. Tufts. Even if you duck out for six months, I found, it never stops.
With this fresh pair of senior eyes, I see that this four-year cycle of Tufts is what keeps us and our school alive.
Each class is learning certain lessons in specific intervals, is growing up a little bit, is finding out about itself. And each
September when Tufts reunites, people find that not only is Tufts better than ever, but so are they.
Somehow, each year we come back more informed, and more well-rounded. More cosmopolitan, homesick, ready,
excited. Year after year, to accessorize Tufts’ additions to its astounding faculty or to complement new cuisine choices in
the cafeteria, Tufts students find themselves upgraded as well. Each class is a sum of its individuals’ experiences, proven
to improve this epicenter of our education.
Senior year is when it all makes sense, I think, when you can understand the flux that surrounds Tufts University.
The constant change that makes things exciting, but sad, but exciting again. Constantly saying hello and goodbye. And
this very state of change, of people, courses, traditions, and events coming and going, is how both the student body and
the university itself are able to progress. Along with upturned dust, each changing class brings new perspective to the
greater whole. For us, Tufts has built our classes, our school, our environment. In return, as we build upon ourselves, we
can help build up Tufts, too. From our freshman foundation to our towering senior achievements, brick by brick, stone
by stone, class by class.

David Schwartz, Editor-in-Chief
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Conventions
Condensed
Highlights from the
DNC and RNC
By Angelina Rotman

N

ominating conventions used to
be just that—a forum for political
parties to choose their presidential nominees. While delegates do still cast
votes these days, the nominee’s identity is
usually a foregone conclusion, making the
convention less of an election and more of a
coronation. The televised three-day events
are filled with stirring speeches, the parties’ official platform approvals, the nominees’ post-crowning acceptance speeches,
and, nowadays, an aging Republican actor reading a soliloquy to an empty chair.
Both the Republican National Convention (RNC) in Tampa and the Democratic
National Convention (DNC) in Charlotte
hoped to secure supporters, sway those on
the fence with promises of greener grass,
and ultimately gain enough momentum to
get ahead in the polls before the big presidential debates begin on October 3.

P l at f o r m s
While both parties’ delegates approve an official platform at their respective conventions, its details are more often
than not ignored in actual governing. The
party platform acts as an outline of goals
and principles for the party. Key issues for
both parties in their national platforms
this time include the economy, abortion,
marriage equality, and health care. Both
6
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platforms are heavy on general visions for
the future and light on the specifics, with
carefully worded policies on controversial
issues.
The GOP national platform, most often
described as “tough,” takes a hard line on
many key issues. The platform bans abortion in all cases and promotes sex education
that declares abstinence as “the responsible
and respected standard of behavior.” Mitt
Romney’s personal stance, however, would
allow abortion in instances of rape, incest,
or endangerment to the mother’s health.
The GOP platform also bans gay marriage,
backing a constitutional amendment that
defines marriage as the union of one man
and one woman. In terms of health care,
the GOP platform states that a Republican
president would halt the progress of the
health care act beginning his first day in
office, and would instead propose a system
that promotes the free market by lowering
costs and improving health care quality. As
for unemployment, the platform says the
best jobs program is the economic growth
the GOP would achieve via tax cuts.
The Democratic national platform
presents very different—if equally broad—
goals for the future. The platform continues to support Roe v. Wade and funding for
providers like Planned Parenthood, stating
that, “abortion is an intensely personal decision… There is no place for politicians or

government to get in the way.” The platform
also gives its first formal support for samesex marriage and the freedom of religious
institutions in administering marriage as
a “religious sacrament.” Along with praising the Affordable Care Act, which was
signed into law in 2010 and seeks to lower
healthcare costs and increase the number
of insured Americans, the platform also
promises to keep the health care reforms
coming. Regarding taxes, the Democratic
platform (surprisingly) agrees with the
GOP about lowering the corporate tax
rate, but also calls for extension of Bushera tax cuts for families making less than
$250,000 per year.

Speeches
Both the RNC and the DNC featured
key players of the respective parties, as
well as the occasional star. Clint Eastwood,
a famously Republican actor, spoke at the
RNC, as did House Speaker John Boehner,
Senator John McCain, former Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice, Ann Romney, and
both Paul Ryan and Mitt Romney. Many
of the speakers in Tampa who were meant
to support Mitt Romney spent more time
touting themselves or their states, such
as New Jersey Governor Chris Christie.
Those who did talk about Romney did so
in personal terms, trying to show a softer
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made a rousing case for four more years
and a country of “shared prosperity and
shared responsibility—a we’re-all-in-thistogether society.”

Acceptances
Unfortunately, neither Obama nor
Romney were the highlights of their respective conventions. One Politico.com
subhead reads, “Obama was fine, Clinton
was better.” The president left the convincing to Clinton, and instead chose to speak
less of his past accomplishments and more
of hope for the future.
Expectations for Romney’s speech
were low to begin with,, but his unusually
autobiographic speech showed Romney
as a more open and gentle man than the
public is accustomed to seeing. For the
first time, Romney spoke at length about
his business experience, but like Obama,

Romney avoided the more controversial
topics of this presidential race.
Overall, nominating conventions
serve as a springboard into the busy autumn months before the November election. The conventions allow the parties to
formally declare where they stand on the
issues, as well as give the presidential candidates an opportunity to present themselves to their parties and to the public
through a widely broadcasted medium.
According to TV by the Numbers, 35.7
million people tuned in to watch the finale
of the DNC. The RNC’s finale attracted a
slightly smaller audience, but its 30.3 million viewers is still a formidable number.
With the pageantry of the nominating
conventions now in the past, public and
media attention turn to more serious and
less confetti-filled aspects of the presidential race, beginning with the debates in
October. O

“

“

side of the Republican candidate. Notably,
Ann Romney’s account of her husband
showed an otherwise hidden side of the
Mitt Romney. Her appeal to women as
having to work harder for less pay and less
respect garnered much positive attention.
However, the lackluster speeches of several
governors left the RNC with no cohesive
message or vision, and instead with the
memory of Clint Eastwood talking to a
chair.
The DNC, on the other hand, showed
a Democratic party more cohesive than it
has been in some months, presenting key
themes on all three nights. Notable speakers included Mayor Julian Castro of San
Antonio, Texas; Mayor Cory Booker of
Newark, New Jersey; First Lady Michelle
Obama; and former President Bill Clinton. Michelle Obama set the tone for the
convention with her emotionally charged
speech and a reminder that change takes
time. On the second night, Bill Clinton

Clinton made a rousing case for four more
years and a country of
‘shared prosperity and
shared responsibility—
a we’re-all-in-thistogether society.’

Rachel Ison
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Sex &

Politics:

By Moira Lavelle

F

irst of all, from what I understand from doctors, [pregnancy
from rape] is really rare. If it’s a legitimate rape, the female
body has ways to try to shut that whole thing down.”
This was the explanation given by Representative Todd Akin
when asked his stance on abortion in the instance of rape, during
a television interview on August 19, 2012. The comment, which
seemed to indicate that rape could be “legitimate,” and that women could control impregnation in the event of rape, incited outrage across the political spectrum.
Todd Akin has been a Republican congressman for six terms
in Missouri and is currently in a senate race against the incumbent Democrat Claire McCaskill. Akin won the Republican Party
primary in early August, and his chances at the senate seat were
looking highly favorable towards the end of the summer. McCaskill was losing support amongst her key constituencies partially

Rape

due to her ties to Obama, and in part to the large monetary donations Akin was receiving. Akin was appealing to a highly conservative demographic, including many Tea Party conservatives,
with a heavy focus on Christian issues. Akin openly discussed his
membership in the Presbyterian Church and often charged liberals with trying to eliminate God from the public consciousness.
After his comment regarding “legitimate rape,” Akin’s support quickly spiraled away. The left became outraged, and a cry
went up around the country. Senator McCaskill tweeted: “As a
woman & former prosecutor who handled 100s of rape cases, I’m
stunned by Rep Akin’s comments about victims this AM.” Pundits
grabbed on to the issue and op-ed articles abounded.
There has been vast discourse on the idea of “legitimate
rape.” In 2011, Akin co-sponsored a bill that made abortion only
legal in instances of “forcible rape.” This term, penned by Akin,

n. the unlawful compelling of a person
through physical force or duress to have
sexual intercourse
88
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Legitimate
adj. in accordance with the laws of
reasoning; logically inferable; logical
seemed aimed to nullify abortions due to statutory rape. Was statutory rape no longer “legitimate”? Similarly, did Akin and others in power actually believe women have biological control over
whether they become pregnant? Advocates from Planned Parenthood have cited Akin’s statement as precisely what they aim to
combat, as it demonstrated sexism in blaming women for being
victims of rape, as well as a basic lack of understanding of the human reproductive system.
The Republicans also swiftly backpedalled away from the
Akin camp, as he was first politely asked and then fiercely pressured to give up his senate run. Akin lost all monetary support,
including $5 million that had been allocated for advertising. The
Republicans were concerned not only about their public image,
but about losing a seat that would be essential in obtaining a senate majority. Governor Romney’s campaign released a statement
saying: “Governor Romney and Congressman Ryan disagree with
Mr. Akin’s statement. A Romney-Ryan administration would not
oppose abortion in instances of rape.”
Akin publically apologized soon after the comment: “In
reviewing my off-the-cuff remarks, it’s clear that I misspoke in
this interview, and it does not reflect the deep empathy I hold
for the thousands of women who are raped and abused every
year. I recognize that abortion, and particularly in the case of
rape, is a very emotionally charged issue. But I believe deeply
in the protection of all life, and I do not believe that harming
another innocent victim is the right course of action.” Many
argue that this apology is not enough, and that the remarks are
not retractable.
Furthermore, Akin refuses to relinquish his run for the senate seat. Though he has lost all of his support financially, Akin
believes that it is his duty to continue. Akin argues that it is, “appropriate to recognize a creator, God, whose blessings of life, lib-

erty and the pursuit of happiness is the very source of American
freedom,” and that no other candidate is doing that.
Sophomore Ruby Vail, president of VOX--a reproductive
rights and sexual health awareness club on campus that is affiliated
with Planned Parenthood--shared her thoughts on the issue. She
explained how VOX works to “promote sexual health, advocate
for reproductive rights and de-stigmatize sexual pleasure on Tufts’
campus as well as in the greater community.” In this context, Vail
opined, “Todd Akin is ridiculous for saying that. Just ridiculous. I
was appalled by how uninformed and just plain wrong he is as I’m
sure other members of VOX are. What is most problematic for me
in his response is that he doesn’t acknowledge what his statement
did to invalidate the experience of many survivors of rape.” Vail
reflected that much of the Tufts community seemed to express
similar sentiments.
In regards to action, VOX is looking at the political side:
“VOX has discussed it in our meetings and I’m sure we will include Akin’s remark as well as similar remarks made by other politicians in our presentations on candidates in preparation for the
upcoming election.” In terms of Akin’s own upcoming election,
Vail does not expect a resurgence from the representative from
Missouri. “I have a hard time believing that he would win the race
after the backlash from that comment, but it is truly absurd that
after making such a mistake he wouldn’t run away with his tail
between his legs. Had he made such a misstatement about the
economy, the climate in the Middle East, or any number of other
issues, he would have been laughed off the stage.”
Akin’s senate race does not appear to be an easy one, and most
pundits agree the Republicans can count on losing the Missouri
senate seat. Yet, however horrifying, Akin’s comments caused
controversy across the nation, and aggravated the never-closed
conversations regarding rape and abortion. And perhaps more
conversation is what is needed. O
OCTOBER
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O

ur government has reached complete political gridlock thanks
to unprecedented congressional
partisanship. In the summer of 2011, Congress failed to raise the debt limit—nearly
forcing the US to default on its debt payments—until the last moment, only four
days before the deadline, because of the inability of Congress to reach compromise.
During the Republican presidential primaries, the appeal of extreme right-wing candidates like Herman Cain, Rick Perry, and
Rick Santorum forced Romney to abandon his moderate past and adopt more extreme conservative values. And now Clint
Eastwood is having conversations with
an imaginary President Obama at the Republican National Convention as a way of
slandering the President’s policies.
When did politics become a theatrical
performance in American culture? Why
has partisanship become so extreme? What
role has the media and the rise of internetuse played in this alarming trend? What
role do we, as US citizens, play in perpetuating these biases? Or perhaps more
importantly, , how open are we to new
ideas that stray from our previous political
beliefs? How much of what we read in the
news actually has the ability to change our
opinion on a subject?
Political science research reveals two
prominent trends in the US today: partisan divisions as well as public distrust in
the media have grown drastically in the
past twelve years. Partisanship has literally
doubled since 1997. The percentage-point
gap difference in values between Republicans and Democrats was only 9% in 1997
(Pew Research Center). Today the difference is at 18%, an all-time high. Nearly all
of this increase occurred during the Bush
and Obama administrations.
Fueling the fire is the fact that members of both parties have become increasingly critical of their elected officials: 71%
of Republicans and 58% of Democrats believe their party has not done a good job
in defending conservative or liberal values
10
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(Pew Research Center). This means members of both parties want their officials to
lean even further right or left than the status quo. Dissatisfaction among each party’s
base pressures politicians to resist compromise with the other side.
But what is the underlying cause of the
public’s dissatisfaction with political parties? Are Democrats and Republicans truly
failing to defend liberal and conservative
values? Have the political parties become
outdated and ineffective? Or is some external factor affecting people’s opinions and
perceptions about politics? Causation is
always difficult to pinpoint but the recent
changes in media—the primary way people learn about news and politics—must
have some effect.

“

You’re crazy, you’re
absolutely crazy.
You’re getting as bad
as Biden.

“
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During the same period that partisanship drastically increased (2000-2012), a
simultaneous increase in distrust of media
occurred. The General Social Survey has
performed opinion polls about people’s
confidence in institutions, including the
press, since 1973. While overall public
trust in the majority of institutions has
remained relatively stable over the past 40
years, there has been a marked decline in
public trust of the media.
What changed? Simply put, media
has become too big and too fragmented.
The days of just a few news stations are
long gone. Now viewers enjoy a plethora
of choices: MSNBC, CNN, FoxNews,
NPR, PBS News Hour, BBC, as well as local news stations. And that doesn’t even
include the Internet, which has opened
countless outlets for extreme views and
tabloid-style coverage. The result is that
viewers tend to watch the news stations
that confirm their own beliefs and read

oversimplified coverage of the issues at
hand.
However, that doesn’t explain why
people so readily discredit news sources
that don’t match their beliefs. It’s a commonly cited phenomenon among psychologists that people avoid beliefs and
actions that oppose their preconceived notions in order to minimize cognitive dissonance. But this isn’t the only factor present
in this situation—politicians themselves
have played an important role in discrediting opposing media sources. As Jonathan
Ladd, a political scientist at Georgetown,
observes, “Party polarization has raised
the stakes in elections. And polarization
combined with the growth of partisan
media options has created an incentive
for party leaders and activists to discredit
the mainstream media among their supporters.” This reinforces the tendency for
Republicans to watch conservative news
channels and Democrats to watch liberal
news channels.
These developments in media—
increasingly fragmented and partisan—
mean very few Americans will change
their opinions about a given topic because
they can so readily discredit opposing
views as untrustworthy. This inevitably
reinforces biases and partisanship. The
relationship between politics and media appears to be a two way street—both
reinforce the partisanship of the other.
Jonathan Ladd sums up this view well: “It
isn’t simply that having rigid and partisan beliefs (or other correlated attributes)
causes one to distrust the media. There is
also substantial causation flowing in the
other direction. Distrusting the media
causes people to hold less responsive and
more partisan beliefs.”
What does increasing partisanship
and decreasing media trust mean for our
government and country? The impact on
the primary process was readily apparent
during the 2012 Republican primaries—
the partisan primary process (as opposed
to the open primary process) insures that
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Americans’ values are more
divided by political party in
record numbers.

BY AARON LANGERMAN

In 1992,

4 3 % of Americans described

themselves as Moderates. But by today,
that number has dropped to

35 %

1992

400+350+210=
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35%

Income

17% Liberal

21% Liberal

43% Moderate

35% Moderate

36% Conservative

40% Conservative

2010

Thirty years ago, people had as much
confidence in the press any other institution. Today, that has lowered by
54%
50%

18%

All Other
Institutions
Press

52%

34%

1978---------------------------------2010
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candidates are forced to adopt extreme social platforms to
“energize the base.” This, in turn, causes the base to expect
the extreme social platform moving forwards. Mitt Romney’s
and Jon Huntsman’s experiences in the 2012 Republican primaries revealed that nominees do not win the primaries with
moderate platforms. Huntsman stuck to his moderate principles—supporting civil unions for same sex couples and caps
on greenhouse emissions—and struggled to maintain 16%
of the Republican vote. Romney, meanwhile, abandoned the
moderate policies of his terms as governor in order to beat
radical right-wing candidates like Rick Santorum and Rick
Perry, whose platforms stuck rigidly to extreme conservative
values. Increasingly, it seems, politicians can no longer win
elections on moderate platforms. The impact is that more
partisan, uncompromising politicians are elected to office.
Because of these trends, Congress has reached political
gridlock. More so than ever, it is nearly impossible to reach
across the aisle and compromise. In his book The Party is
Over: How Republicans Went Crazy, Democrats Became Useless, and the Middle Class Got Shafted, Mike Lofgren—a former congressional staffer for the Senate and House Budget
Committees—explains why he decided to leave Congress, an
exemplary insider account of the polarization in Congress
that deserves to be quoted at length:
I saw, just after the elections of late 2010, that the new
Republican House was going to use the debt ceiling as a hostage to get what it wanted. When I listened to the rhetoric of
some of the freshmen, people like Michele Bachmann, it became evident to me that they didn’t understand that raising
the debt limit only meant we’re acknowledging the bills we’d
already piled up, many of which were voted for by members
of Congress already. People were saying well, it really didn’t
matter, it’s not a big deal if we default. It is a big deal. And it
was a big deal when Standard and Poor’s downgraded us, the
sovereign debt of the United States, not because they don’t
think we are capable of paying our debts to bond holders
but because political gridlock is making it so. This kind of
hyperpartisan atmosphere where nothing can get done—the
burden became greater than the reward.
Increasing partisanship and widespread distrust in the
media has perpetuated—and continues to reinforce—political polarization and gridlock in Congress. We discredit news
sources as untrustworthy if they don’t jive with our views.
We blame our politicians for not defending our party’s traditional values. And then we wonder why nothing’s getting
done in Congress. In the words of Clint Eastwood in his
conversation with a chair symbolizing President Obama,
“You’re crazy, you’re absolutely crazy. You’re getting as bad
as Biden.” O
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The Athletic
Advantage

by nick
vik

ntil the Steve Tisch Sports and Fitness Center opened its doors this fall,
the athletic and fitness facilities here
at Tufts bordered on embarrassing. I don’t
mean to suggest that the mildew-y scent
in the windowless weight room wasn’t
charming in its own way, and one could
argue that the locker room and training
facilities of the past served—if nothing
else—to keep our athletes humble. Whatever redeeming qualities we could have
found in our previous facilities, it is clear
upon entering the Kraft Family atrium that
the Jumbos are not in the proverbial Kansas of overcrowded, underequipped, and
dated facilities anymore.
While there have certainly been some
complaints about the new facilities, it is important to remember that this project is just
the beginning of a massive improvement
upon what came before it. The university
has plans to continue investing in its athletic
facilities and athletic programs. Our athletic
programs have had great success in recent
years, despite subpar facilities and generally
low turnout at home games. This success has
revealed the possibility of what could occur
in the future if more attention and funding
were devoted to Jumbo athletics.
The fact that the university has demonstrated a commitment to supporting its
athletic programs financially is encouraging
for both the continued success of our teams
and for Tufts’ continued development as an
internationally renowned institution. As a
Division III school, Tufts need not aspire to
generate millions in revenues from its athletics programs, nor should it expect its football
games to be attended by thousands of crazed
fans on gameday. What Tufts can do, however, is use athletics and school spirit as an effective tool to inspire a feeling of attachment
and belonging in young Jumbos during their
four years on the hill. School spirit fosters
attachment; attachment promotes involvement; and involvement yields donations.
This is a formula that works—one that has
been proven to work at schools of all sizes.
Consider the Ivy League, for example.
It is the athletic conference after which the
NESCAC was modeled. It is safe to say that
no Ivy League school allows academics to
fall by the wayside in promotion of athlet12
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ics, and few usually expect the Ivies to field
teams that compete viably for national
championships in big-time sports like football or basketball. At the same time, athletics
play a major role in campus life at many Ivy
League schools. Athletic contests are social
events, and students are proud to support
their peers who not only excel in the classroom, but also devote their time and bodies to excelling on their respective fields of
play. Historic rivalries like Harvard-Yale and
Princeton-Penn draw students, alumni, and
families in droves and have been recognized
by ESPN and Sports Illustrated as some of
the most important sporting rivalries in the
United States. This is all despite the fact that
you will be more likely to find many of these
student-athletes on Wall Street or attending
elite medical schools than to see them play
professionally.
The Ivies are by no means the only
example of top-rate athletics complimenting top-rate academics. Duke,
Georgetown, Notre Dame, and
Stanford all immediately come
to mind as private universities
that not only field premier athletic teams at the Division I level,
but also rank ahead of Tufts University in terms of academic, or
overall university rankings. Hitting much closer to home, we
can look to schools like Williams
and Amherst, competitors at the
Division III level, and members
of the NESCAC. The WilliamsAmherst football game, too,
figures among one of the fiercest and most historic collegiate
rivalries. Despite the remote location of both schools, this game
is incredibly well attended by
alumni and broadcast on ESPN.
It serves as a point of inspiration
for all NESCAC athletic programs, and a confirmation that
Division III games can be just as
momentous as their primetime
Division I counterparts.
Though Tufts University
defines itself based on its firstrate academics, it is increasingly
clear that premier academics and

athletics-driven school spirit are by no means
mutually exclusive. Moreover, the advent of
two school spirit-focused initiatives—Fan the
Fire and Jumbo Stampede—in the past year
shows that there is demand among the student body for increased school spirit driven
by athletics. But as the university continues
to promote our athletic programs via school
spirit initiatives to foster some much needed
support for our student-athletes, it is important for students to understand that fostering
school spirit in this manner requires the help
of the student body. So instead of lamenting the lack of school spirit at Tufts, or the
fact that “nobody ever goes to the games,” be
proactive. Get some friends, go to the game,
and cheer for the defender you know from
your Bio class or the attackman you’ve seen
in Econ. They’re out there because they love
this school as much as you do, and because it
is an honor to wear brown and blue to represent our great university. And who knows,
maybe future Jumbos will reap the benefits
of this support, in the form of newly donated
facilities, an increased endowment, or most
importantly, a more dynamic Tufts experience. O
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TALK
a conversation with
Tufts’ newest dean

by Gracie McKenzie

Mahlet Meshesha

Every fall at Tufts brings new and exciting
changes, among them building renovations, discussions about whether the newest class of freshman is the most attractive,
and different flavors of frozen yogurt in
Dewick. But this autumn in particular, the
administration made a subtle but significant change. Instead of five associate deans
to help students to understand the university’s academic policies and procedures,
beginning this year students will have six.
Robert Mack, the newest dean, is ready to
deal with any and all separation anxiety
that has resulted from the redistribution of
students over the summer.
Last year, Mack was sitting in his office as the manager of advising services
at Curry College when he came across a
Tufts job posting. He knew that he wanted
to work somewhere he would have more
interaction with students, so he was especially interested that this position included
the duty of implementing a new program

for incoming first years, Bridge to Liberal
Arts Success at Tufts (BLAST).
When Mack came to Tufts for his first
interview, he was an hour early. He took
a self-guided tour, and, similar to a prospective freshman, knew immediately that
Tufts was the place from him. “From my
first walk through campus, I knew Tufts
fit with me, and with what I was looking
for. Everywhere I’d worked previously felt
oppressive in nature, and I could tell Tufts
would be different.”
The BLAST program cemented that
feeling of community. Mack imagines most
students haven’t heard too much about
BLAST, but for a select few, it can make all
the difference. Admissions recommended
incoming students “from schools that they
had less experience with” to participate
in a program where they would have basics reinforced before their first stressful
semester. It proved to be an intensive experience, as students took History 54 and

Math 11, earning two credits in six weeks.
Their work paid off when, in the fall, an
otherwise anxious transition to college
was made easier and more fun because of
the program It wasn’t just about academics, though. From painting the cannon to
bonding at the Loj, students in the BLAST
program got to share an experience that
they can hold with them for the first few
months as they settle in.
According to freshman Whitney Arnold, “BLAST was by far one of the most
amazing experiences that could have happened to me at Tufts… We scholars became
such a close family that there was never a
boring moment.”
Another freshman, A.J. Enchill,
echoed that sentiment, saying, “I am
thankful that I participated in BLAST because now I have the tools that it takes to
be a successful student at Tufts.”
It is clear that students like these are
what matter most to Mack. “With every
student that comes in, I learn a little more
about the Tufts community… And I have
to say, I’m very happy [here],” he smiled. “I
get the opportunity to practice helping students when I don’t know all the answers.
I’ve been very upfront about being new,
because I know it just takes a little bit more
time.”
So students with the last names beginning with N-R—or anyone else for that
matter—stop by! Mack is friendly and eager to learn more about Jumbo life. Bring
him some Tufts swag; his office is sorely
lacking, and he says he’s ready for the challenge of matching brown and blue. O
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CAMPUS CALENDAR
Tufts Traditions

Traditions work in funny ways. When we are freshmen, they are a foreign and exciting ritual. As sophomores, we consider
ourselves veterans. As juniors, we become jaded, and as seniors, we savor every last moment, knowing that this homecoming
might be our last. But Tufts traditions have been changing recently. Although the Monaco administration ushered in a new
era with less nudity and fewer alcohol-centric events, people are still managing to have a good time. Brace yourselves, Jumbos,
because with an upgraded athletics department and a renewed sense of spirit, this year’s calendar is an exciting one.

Saturday, September 29

CAGE RAGE

Saturday, December 8

WINTER BASH

Legend has it that once, Homecoming was
structured around an athletic ritual that
included throwing an elliptical ball made
of pig skin. Although little evidence for
this phenomenon exists, Jumbos still gather each homecoming to honor the Homecoming tradition and celebrate the Tufts
community. Wear a collegiate sweater as
leaves fall from the trees and enjoy a day
devoted to socializing and making the last
of the nice weather count.

Cage Rage is an annual concert in which the
Programming and Concert Boards bring
in world-class talent to perform at Tufts.
Usually hosted during the fall semester,
Cage Rage will be in December this year,
possibly in a move to curb lingering NQR
disgruntlement. The grapevine reports that
this year’s budget is about $30,000 and that
two up-and-coming bands are on the short
list as potential Cage Rage acts: Imagine
Dragons and Big Gigantic.

Winter Bash can mean only one thing on
campus: it’s time to suit up! People board
buses and head into Boston to a classy hotel. But make no mistake—people might
look flashy, but are just as trashy. People in
cold climates all over the world rub their
bodies against each other for warmth in
the dark months, so really, Winter Bash is
just a booster shot for many co-eds who
would otherwise fall prey to the campus
tundra.

HOMECOMING

Friday, February 1
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the TELEVISION REVOLUTION
by Kumar Ramanathan

Stefan Holodnick

The medium faces its most radical challenge yet in the era of online streaming

O

f the many mediums of storytelling that have emerged in the past
century, television has proven to
be one of the most resilient and responsive.
Now, however, it faces a challenge more
insidious than the rise of cable or DVR—
the era of online streaming. Embodying
this challenge is the long-awaited return
of one of TV’s most beloved cult classics,
“Arrested Development”, which will begin
its fourth season next spring. The return of
the show is not itself significant, but how
it is returning offers us a window into the
radical changes facing television as a medium: after years of negotiations with the
show’s parent network FOX, its creators
have not managed to reach a deal with
them or any other network. The new season will be distributed to the show’s extensive fanbase exclusively through the Nextflix Watch Instantly streaming service.
For many in our generation, this
seems a reasonable evolution. The idea of

20
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having a broadcast or cable TV connection
in the United States seems increasingly obsolete to a generation that grew up with
high-speed Internet—and the World Wide
Web is capitalizing on this. Shows are now
available on-demand through Amazon
and iTunes, while Hulu and Netflix provide legal streaming. As the online television environment grows exponentially, it
is easy to forget that this phenomenon is
wholly new and still a radical challenge to
the traditional medium.
Conventional television hasn’t gone
anywhere just yet, though. It is worth noting the unparalleled and enduring popularity of television as a medium of storytelling in American culture. In 2011, 114.7
million American households owned TV
sets—although this has dropped from
its previous high of 116 million. Consequently, viewership through traditional
means was down to 284.4 million from a
peak of 289.3 million. These numbers are

nothing to sneeze at, but it must be noted
that the trend is moving downwards. To
understand how the nature of television
is evolving, it is necessary to examine how
distribution has changed in this staggeringly popular medium since its inception.
The history of television can be painted in three broad strokes. In its early days
in the 1950s, “television” meant broadcast
television, dominated by four national networks. In a slow but radical shift beginning
in the 1980s, cable television diversified the
market and brought channel-surfing into
the lexicon. Where an average household
in 1985 received 18.8 channels, by 2000 it
received 74.6. The 1990s brought an even
deeper shift—the DVR. Consumption no
longer depended on the schedule dictated
by networks, radically challenging the conventional view of television as a broadcast
medium. This change has been so pervasive that Neilsen, the television ratings
company, eventually stopped counting the
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“channels per household” metric in 2008,
which then stood at a staggering 130.
While cable and DVR fundamentally
changed how television is distributed and
consumed, the online era threatens to break
down the idea of the medium altogether. In
its early days, television networks resisted
the Internet. As a result, illegal torrenting
networks were flooded with the latest episode of “Survivor” or “Heroes”, and every
so often an unsuspecting teenager would
be taken to court for downloading the
entire back catalog of “Xena the Warrior
Princess”. The networks finally acquiesced
in the mid-2000s, selling their shows ondemand and eventually streaming them
online in two different models advocated
by the giants of the field, Hulu and Netflix.
As the medium has changed, the type
of content it distributes has also changed.
Early television shows were episodic in
nature—plots were confined to single episodes in order to maintain an audience
even if they missed a couple of episodes.
The type of serialized storytelling we are
now familiar with emerged as recently as
the 1990s, when DVRs meant you could
never fall behind on a show. In a more fragmented environment, shows like “Buffy
the Vampire Slayer” and “The Sopranos”
that spun one plot through whole seasonsworth of episodes became plausible.
In the streaming age, where viewers
select content without temporal restrictions, the role of networks as gatekeepers
instantly disappears. Serialized storytelling
thrives in such an atmosphere. Audience
loyalty is directed towards content and
the creators who make it, leaving television networks in an existential crisis where
their role is to produce but not distribute.
To fill the vacuum, two different distribution models have emerged in online
streaming. Hulu was initiated by major
networks with the goal of staving off piracy, and now hosts new episodes of ongoing shows, interspersed with ad breaks.
Netflix entered the field by adopting a
subscription-based model for its service. A
relatively cheap buy-in brings access to a
back catalog of shows, featuring complete
seasons rather than ongoing ones.
In order to preserve the time-sensitive nature of conventional television, the
Hulu model primarily monetizes content
through advertising. Taking a page from

Google’s book, Hulu uses viewing patterns
and intermittent surveys to target advertising at its viewer, ideally offering ads for
products that you would actually buy. In
old-world media, networks would intervene to create shows directed at certain
demographics and sell advertising space
based on that demographic data. Here, the
content does not have to change; rather,
the advertising can mold itself around the
show and the viewer’s profile. The Netflix
model also dispenses with the old-world
demographic obsession. Its flat fee buy-in
can be distributed to all content, regardless
of what shows are viewed by which demographic sub-group.
Beneath the evolving way in which
existing content is distributed, there is an
even more radical change simmering. Net-

“It is an exciting
time for television, as the ghosts
of demographics
fade and the diversity of content
reaches its apex.”
flix’s exclusive deal to distribute “Arrested
Development” is a prime example of this.
Hulu has quietly been picking up American distribution rights to British shows
and creating a handful of shows of its own.
The effectiveness of this is yet to be seen,
but it signals a crucial change—content
creators now have a means of sidestepping
major networks altogether.
For years, “Arrested Development”
sought a home on the big screen and the
small. It had been canceled—despite a
viewership of 4 million—for being unviable
on a major network. The now-cult classic
sitcom is precisely what Hulu Vice-President Andy Forssell called “content that’s
beloved, not beliked,” when describing the
ideal Hulu show. It might not reach the
standards of major network audience, but
it has a dedicated and loyal following, the
kind on which the Hulu and Netflix models thrive. Its fourth season will be the first
major American show distributed exclusively and entirely through the streaming
model. There are interesting implications

to this: all ten episodes of the new season
will be released on the same day, putting
into question whether the time-sensitive
model, crucial to old-world television and
preserved by Hulu, is even necessary.
Regardless of that answer, it is an exciting time for television, as the ghosts of
demographics fade and the diversity of
content reaches its apex. The new distribution models offer content creators a more
direct way to reach their audience, and
give distributors a way to host more shows
without losing their revenue stream.
However, the transition is not without
its kinks. As production houses are still
the main content distributors, many of the
plagues of the old model persist. Many cable networks are holding out for fear of losing profit margins. HBO, a network once
adored as a challenger to the traditional
medium, does not offer a streaming service for non-cable subscribers. It is no coincidence that “Games of Thrones” became
the most pirated show in history last year,
with 2.5 million torrented downloads per
episode and counting. And yet, an inability to find a profitable model keeps HBO
straddled between two worlds as it guzzles
viewers. Holdouts aside, the transition
has one endemic problem—international
distribution. Hulu, Netflix, Amazon, and
everyone else in the online television business have had to find ways to restrict their
content to American consumers alone at
the behest of old-medium gatekeepers.
One can only hope that as the role of networks fades, geographic barriers will fade
with them.
Despite the challenges of the transition and the persistence of some old model
conventions, television has begun its most
radical shift yet. Change is slow, but it is
coming—in 2011, Neilsen found that 1.5
million homes had cut off their subscription to conventional cable television. Hulu
showed 1.5 billion ads last year and Netflix
has nearly 24 million subscribers. Content
and viewer are better linked in the new distribution models, allowing more selection
for the viewer and tolerating less pandering
to the lowest demographic denominator.
As the models of Hulu and Netflix evolve
and bring new content entirely on their
own, we ought to applaud this increasing
fragmentation and welcome a new era of
more responsive and diverse television. O
OCTOBER 1, 2012

TUFTS OBSERVER

21

FM
EA
UTS
UIRC
E

the

O's

Brighton Music Hall has a distinct personality

apparent the minute you walk in the door. The
stage is low, the bar is prominent, and there are
pool tables at the back of the venue. A concert at
Brighton Music Hall feels like a casual basement
party, and its charm is irresistible. The space is
small without feeling cramped and the sound seems
to exceed the size of the room. Admission and
drinks are both very cheap, but since all shows at
BMH are 18+, there are few obnoxious high school
concertgoers to be found. BMH is owned by the
same crew who owns the Paradise Rock Club, but
attracts bands that are a little less well known
than the Paradise’s usual fare. Also, local bands
often open for the main acts, keeping the venue
tied in tightly to Boston’s own indie music culture.

The checkered floor tiles and brick walls give the
Great Scott a homely feel, as if you had just invited
a few dozen friends over to share the joy of music
with you on a random evening. Little-known but earnest bands stock this Allston venue’s schedule, with
several nights of pure fun and an occasional great
discovery hidden in-between. The clientele is consistently one that is genuinely there for the music,
whether it be metal or blues. The small but vibrant
atmosphere is attuned for the livelier rock bands,
although after four members the stage starts to get a
little cramped. When not squeezing in as many touring bands as possible, the Great Scott hosts the Pill
every Friday, a dance party for the inner 80s revivalist in you. On Pill nights and otherwise, the dancefloor is a magnet to college hipsters and local artsy
twenty-somethings alike. Whether they’re here for a
show or to dance, the Great Scott is a second home
for Bostonians who love music for music’s sake.

Guide to the
Live music and good food meet at Club Passim, an
intimate, non-profit venue that operates out of Harvard Square. The venue holds a mere 125 people with
restaurant-style seating and phenomenal vegetarian
food. Passim has a reputation in the indie folk scene,
having hosted artists from Joan Baez to Peter Wolf before they began to fill concert halls. With ceiling-hung
speakers and a dedication to supporting local artists,
its intimacy and charm make it the perfect place to
discover new music. The club attracts an eclectic mix
of artists beyond its role as Cambridge’s focal point
for folk. Dan Hogan, the executive director, rattles off
a list of genres they feature: “Americana, bluegrass,
blues, Celtic, country, folk, jazz, klezmer, old-time,
pop/rock, singer-songwriter, a cappella, world music,
and more.” Passim is a great, cozy venue where you
don’t have to watch the performers from a Jumbotron.
Situated right next to its better-known cousin,
the Middle East, T.T. the Bear’s Place is one of
Central Square’s best-kept secrets. At first glance
it’s little more than a worn-out warehouse, but this
venue provides thrills for an audience of 200 college students and Cambridge indie aficionados
four nights a week. The quality of acts may vary,
but T.T.’s never fails to attract bands that are interesting in one way or another. From hip hop to
Americana, this is a Pitchfork devotee’s dream
come true, with less biting sarcasm and added
obscurity. Sloshed beer and spider webs may be
hard to escape at a bad show, but a good band can
easily turn T.T.’s grime into genuine indie charm.
Ticket prices are often in the single digits, making this a great place for a spontaneous night out
or the accidental discovery of the next big thing.

Izzie Gall
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The Paradise Rock Club is a popular destination for Jumbos looking for an indie show (or a forgotten late-nineties revival concert—Sum 41, anyone?). Acts like Ariel Pink, James Blake, and Dan
Deacon find the Dise to be their go-to venue for seeking out the metro Boston college crowd, and
for good reason: the shows are well attended, generally cheap, and the location is easily accessible;
just make sure not to miss the last T back to Davis. The space itself is versatile—essentially a tabula
rasa that adapts to the slowly swaying crowd for Chairlift as well as the grooving crowd for Toro
y Moi. The sound quality is great whether you’re right up near the stage or leaning aloof on a far
wall, nodding your head to the beat and waiting for that cute girl to quit dancing and talk to you.
The Paradise is a must for indie music lovers with its great selection of quality, low-price shows.

October 1, 2012

The Middle East Downstairs is a component

of the Middle East Restaurant and Nightclub,
which occupies the corner of Mass Ave and
Brookline Street. Downstairs is, no pun intended, a bit more underground, and as a result
it’s a great spot to see up-and-coming local
bands as well as the occasional larger touring
artist (Das Racist, Here We Go Magic). With
intimacy much closer than that of the Paradise,
it’s trivial to get right up to the edge of the low
stage and shout praise or obscenities at the artists… or be high-fived and stage-dived on. The
dark space is cramped (at least during popular
shows) and might not be for claustrophobes,
but simultaneously it’s precisely the atmosphere needed to let that raw concert energy
flow from the band to the audience and back.
The Middle East Downstairs can’t be beaten
for those seeking a small, local show or a venue
packed with fans who’ve followed their favorite band to a big Boston show underground.

The Red Room @ Café 939 is just about as
intimate as a concert can get. Located at the
Berklee College of Music, the Red Room is
run by folks who know their stuff. The venue’s
atmosphere is like attending a concert inside
of your home with a group of friends—there
seems to be no barrier between the performer
and the audience, and the smallness of the space
promotes physical closeness. Shows at the Red
Room often run very cheap (under $20), and
artists are known to hang around and talk to
attendees at the end of their sets. The Red Room
prides itself on encompassing many genres,
from rock to jazz and folk, but the environment it
provides is excellent, regardless of musical style.
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Boston music scene

Contributors:
Heather Brewster, Molly Mirhashem
Kumar Ramanathan, Dan Turkel

The Orpheum Theatre is a historic
treasure that has been standing for
over a hundred years. Located just
off Tremont Street in a side alley with
old-fashioned black-and-white lettering above the entrance, the theatre’s
high ceilings and well-worn murals
give it a hauntingly beautiful air. The
chairs are rickety and quarters are
tight, but the experience of watching a
show at the Orpheum is unparalleled.
Although some may complain that
the venue is outdated, you can sense
the musical history contained within
its walls. While the Orpheum now
tends to host artists like Regina Spektor and Metric, big-name acts such as
Prince, U2, and Bob Dylan have also
taken the theatre’s stage in the past.
The building’s acoustics will keep
your ears ringing for days, a constant
reminder of an evening well spent.

The exterior of the Wilbur Theatre, built in
1915 in the American Colonial style, is deceptively grim—but within this tall tower is one
of the best-located and fastest growing music
venues in the city. Although known primarily
for its high-profile standup comedy acts, the
Wilbur has expanded into the music world in
recent years. Its mid-range size attracts acts
too small for the House of Blues but too big
for the Paradise Rock Club. In between famous
comedians, an eclectic mix of rising stars (Kendrick Lamar), forgotten heroes (Boyz II Men),
and indie rock stalwarts (TV on the Radio)
find a welcoming stop at the Wilbur. With a
sloped floor and a curved mezzanine, there is
no bad sight line anywhere in the Wilbur. The
core of the theatre is a beautiful colonial-style
chandelier, rooting a diverse but consistent
string of acts in a sense of OCTOBER
Bostonian
history.
1, 2012
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New Spots in

In the past year, Davis Square appears to have dodged the r
dining options. Here are four new places

Amsterdam Falafelshop
248 Elm Street
617-764-3334
Mon-Sun 11am-12am

Don’t forget:
• Crush your balls—yep, that's right—
before attempting to stuff and eat your
pita sandwich
• Add as much tahini, garlic cream, or
other sauce as you like—for free!

Amsterdam Falafelshop, nestled between Diva Indian Bistro and
Eastern Bank, is doing a great job of tapping into the young, trendy vibe that
is growing in Davis Square. Its name alone involves two things that almost no
one can say no to, and the restaurant’s mission of serving up delicious falafel
is made apparent from a single glance at the menu.. There are literally only
two other items available at the falafelshop-- fritten, better known as fries to
those of us who don’t hail from the Netherlands, and “virgin” brownies. Offsetting the simplicity of the menu is the long
bar of self-serve toppings, ranging from chickpea salad to fried eggplant to “oh yeah hummus!”
If you order a salad bowl, the weight of your chosen toppings determine the price. You can also order the more
traditional falafel-filled pita, which has a set price of $5.50 for three falafel balls and as many toppings as you want. The
only catch here is the difficult task of opening your mouth wide enough to bite into the ungodly amount of food stuffed
into so little pita.
The décor of the small restaurant is a bit bizarre; despite the name, it’s still befuddling to eat traditional Middle
Eastern cuisine while surrounded by panoramic shots of Amsterdam’s famous canals and posters from “coffee shops,” not
to mention a massive mural of a bare-breasted woman. But the black pleather chairs and red walls endearingly fit the casual
ambiance of the place, as do the fast-paced ordering line and the easy congeniality of the workers.
If you’re looking to try something new (i.e. you’ve already established yourself as a regular at Dave’s), or may be
interested in some vegetarian fare, Amsterdam Falafelshop is close, cheap, fast, and healthy.
-Audrey Dunn

M3

382 Highland Ave
617-718-6666
Mon-Fri: 11am-4pm, 5pm-close
Sat-Sun: 10am-4pm, Sat-Sun: 4pm-close

Repeat this three times:
Repeat this three times:
• Get the peach sweet tea—it comes in a
•Get the peach sweet tea - it comes in a
Mason
jarand
andisisbeyond
beyond
refreshing
Mason jar
refreshing
••Go
Goforfor
the
weekend
the weekend brunchbrunch—no
- no SoundSoundbites-esque
and
it sure
beats
bites-esque line andline
it sure
beats
Dewick
		
Dewick		

Walking into the new M3 in Davis Square, you are immediately
thrown into a rustic, art-deco vibe. Everything from the chalkboard paintcovered walls and tables (chalk on the table provided!) to the turquoise
ceiling gives the feeling that you’re in a small-town, bucolic diner that has
taken a very trendy turn.
In terms of food, M3 is top-notch and tasty. The restaurant not only has some typical southern cuisine - including fried chicken, shrimp and grits, and a tempting chicken and waffles dish, but also some more exotic dishes, like a watermelon salad or the ‘M3 Press’ - a sandwich consisting of ham, Manchego cheese, five pickle relish and the restaurant’s
delicious house-made duck prosciutto.
The restaurant is moderately priced with large portions, though they do pare down during the lunch hour. The
entrees and sandwiches come with up to three sides—the “three” in M3; the “M” is for ‘meat.’ Sides include lime garlic
chili fries, peach cornbread, and pickles, fried or regular.
M3 is a fun, casual place to go with friends. The wait staff is friendly and attentive, the food is comfort-with-atwist, and the chalkboard tables will make you feel like a kid again, even if you are there for hung over Sunday brunch.
-Rachel Rubin
24

TUFTS OBSERVER

October 1, 2012

S
PU
M
CA
FF

recession and is enjoying the addition of many new
s that you should know about:

O

n the Square
iYo
You know the drill:
• Be bold! Don’t be afraid to experiment with some
of the more interesting flavors—blueberry tart and
salted caramel are surprisingly great together

Probably the most buzzed-about new place in Davis, iYO is
finally filling the fro-yo void in all of our lives. . The Elm Square
spot offers 10 different flavors of soft-serve frozen yogurt, two
flavors of sorbet, and over 40 different toppings. It also features
a make-your-own waffle bar, offering whole grain waffles for
the more health-conscious folks out there. Neither of those
options sound appealing to you? Not to worry--iYO is also a coffee and espresso bar with a variety of pastries, muffins, and
other savory items.
The atmosphere is much more intimate than you might expect when you think “frozen yogurt and waffles.” iYO is
cozy and sophisticated, with dim lighting, hardwood floors, tranquil music, and candlelit tables. The sweet product and sweet
atmosphere make it the perfect place for a first date, but also a great option for hanging out with friends on a hot Saturday
afternoon or a random Tuesday night.
All of the yogurt and toppings are self-serve and pay by the ounce, so you can have as little or as much as you like. Yogurt
flavors include original tart, vanilla, chocolate, and salted caramel, plus six more to round out their variety. Toppings at the bar
are everything from fresh strawberries, blueberries, and pineapple to cereal, mochi, and cookie dough chunks.
Locally owned and operated, iYO has an extremely friendly owner and
234 Elm Street
staff. They’re starting a new business—and they’re hiring!--so they’re always eager
617-764-5295
to get you set up with free samples and to chat about school, life, and most of all
Mon-Fri:
7am-11pm Sat: 8am-11:30pm
frozen yogurt.
Sun:
8am-10pm
- Heather Brewster

The Painted Burro
Recuerda:
• Get the cucumber margarita
• Be prepared to specify that you’re going to the
Burro and not the Burren more than once

This new tequila bar and Mexican restaurant claims its place
as the classiest of the Latin-inspired places in Davis Square.
A little out of the way of the main Davis strip (it’s right past
Downtown Wine and Spirits), The Painted Burro has a small bar
area complete with a large painting of, you guessed it, a burro,
as well as a larger seating area for dining. The bar faces a large
window allowing for great Elm Street people watching, though it is often difficult to get a seat due to the lack of tables and
bar stools. Overall, the ambience is refined and understated with a Southwestern vibe.
With a menu of over 100 bottles of Latin American tequila, mezcals, and rum, The Painted Burro serves up some
tasty drinks. Though patrons tend to stray towards the more ubiquitous strawberry and mango margaritas, the cucumber
concoction is a must-try. This is no Rudy’s Cafe, though--cocktails cost $9 and up, though prices do seem to have dropped
since the restaurant first opened this summer. With a seasonal menu of Latin American dishes (“chingon” cucumbers and
“Mexican Loco Dog” make the list), The Painted Burro offers variety that is out of the ordinary for Davis. The crowd is less
collegiate and more professional. This is an ideal place to treat your housemate who just got that
coveted internship to a tasty margarita (or a Corona and tequila shot happy hour deal) before
219 Elm Street
heading out for the rest of your cheaper (and probably messier) night.
617-776-0005
-Claire McCartney
Open daily at 5pm
OCTOBER 1, 2012
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Potluck

By Itai Thaler

He’s a lawyer from somewhere in the Midwest.
She’s very much uninterested,
although she knows how to fake a smile. He orders
the braised short ribs and recommends
the radicchio salad for her.
He watches her elliptically sculpted ass
walk towards the door.
She doesn’t much like salad.
He’s a dentist from somewhere in the Midwest.
He’s brought his wife and children to the Big Apple
to see musicals and culture and tall buildings.
He’s come himself to tend to the blonde colleague
with the elliptically sculpted ass
he impregnated at a conference back in Kenosha.
The wife orders chicken Caesar salad
for the two to split—just like home! He tells her
he has never really cared for salad. He orders a steak, rare,
and lets the saline juices drip down his teeth.
She orders the steak, rare.
He orders a salad.
She sees no future.
Neither orders the salad
though it came highly recommended by their mutual friend.
They bond over how little they really care for him—
the friend. They live together for three and a half years
in a compact midtown apartment, before they return
to the very same French bistro on 52nd street,
where he gets down on one knee.
The mutual friend is not invited.
He complains about not being invited to the wedding.
He reaches under the table and grabs the other’s hand.
They both order the salad,
deftly spearing heirloom tomatoes
and quickly whisking forks to mouths
before champagne vinegar can stain
freshly pressed Oxford shirts.
They both spend the next week
sick in bed with food poisoning,
all the while still holding hands.
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DOUGLAS CAVERS

He has saved up a year’s allowance
to take her to the two-star restaurant. They wait
half an hour for the table.
The curt waiter pressures them to order the special;
they’re underwhelmed.
The table is cleared, the check is brought.
He wipes away tears before going home
and lies through braced teeth to anyone who asks.
She orders the tiramisu, his favorite,
and stares across the table. He used to order it
every year without fail.
She once poked fun at him for his lack of adventurism.
He asked, once you’ve found the perfect taste,
why would you want anything else?
She orders that same dessert every year
on what would be their anniversary.
They sit down at tables all throughout the city every night.
They bring cash, appetites,
impossible expectations. They eat,
visit immaculately clean bathrooms, pay, and leave.
They return home
and sneak into sleeping children’s rooms
to kiss milky foreheads.
They return to SoHo lofts
and leave trails of shirts, socks, and underwear
all the way to their rooms,
clawing at each other.
They return to empty homes
and read non-fiction by lamplight.
They regret desserts, swear off coffee,
make reservations for next weekend.
They grab at something they can’t name,
something lasting,
and instead find well-written menus,
and polished silverware.

OCTOBER
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Get the Observer abroad,
for your mom, for a friend by
e-mailing observer@tufts.edu.
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SUBSCRIBE

Follow @tuftsobserver + submit your best
Instagrams by tagging them with #observergram.
Our favorites will be printed on October 7

friday,sept. 7 saturday, sept. 8
Here are the numbers from Fall
Ball: 110 police reports and 12 students driven to Somerville Hospital—eight straight from Gantcher. If
only our sports teams had stats like
that.

12:30 a.m.
Police investigated the smell of
marijuana coming from a freshman
room in Miller Hall. The officer asked
the resident why her eyes were bloodshot and glassy, to which she replied,
“allergies.” She eventually gave up a
bag of weed, which was promptly destroyed… or so the officers say.

2:26 a.m.
The police found two drunk males
sprawled out beside Powderhouse
Boulevard, both needing medical assistance. One said that he’d prefer to take
a cab to the hospital; nevertheless, he
rode in a TEMS ambulance. The ride
still cost him $16.50.

28

Granoff Music Center reported missing
the life-size papier-mâché cow they had on
display. In other news, some freshmen now
have the most bovinely bodacious dorm decoration ever.

October 1, 2012

1:35 a.m.
Police broke up a “wild party” on Upland Road. People were seen running out
of the house carrying empty plastic pails
and drumsticks (wonder who they could
be?). The officers asked one resident to
produce his student ID, to which he replied, “Just give me a ticket!” So they did.
For $300. Nice negotiating!

3:40 p.m.
Police responded to reports of a suspicious shirtless man pounding angrily on the
door of South Hall. They found him inside
berating the person who had refused to open
the door for him. Hmm, I wonder why he
wouldn’t let you in? Oh yeah—because you’re
a half-naked crazy person.

1:46 a.m.

tuesday, sept. 18
10:40 p.m.
A suspicious male was reported to have
assaulted a female at Aidekman. Police found
him in South Hall and arrested him. Nice
nab, TUPD.

police
blotter
TUFTS OBSERVER

sunday, sept. 23

Responding to a fire alarm at Hillsides,
the police noticed the scent of marijuana
coming from one of the rooms. Inside were
three grinders, a large bong, four pipes, a
vaporizer, a jar of weed, and a book on how
to make bongs. So that’s what engineers
read?

By Douglas Cavers and Flo Wen

Flo Wen & Misako Ono
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Seniors!
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Need an

Ear

Ears for Peers is the confidential peer support
hotline of Tufts University. Call us when you don't
know who to talk to. Anonymous and confidential,
7pm - 7am
(617) 627-3888 or AIM at: tuftsE4P

