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Course description 
 
China has the world's largest military and the second largest economy. Despite its 
impressive size and economic vitality, however, China remains a vulnerable nation 
surrounded by powerful rivals. This course examines the geo-strategic challenges facing 
China on four fronts: at home, with its immediate neighbors, in surrounding regional 
systems, and in the world beyond Asia. 

Inventory of lectures 
 
All lectures include Powerpoint slides with audio narration, unless otherwise noted. 
 
Lecture 1: External Drivers 
Lecture 2: Internal Drivers 
Lecture 3: Internal Dissent I (Audio only) 
Lecture 4: Internal Dissent II (Audio only) 
Lecture 5: Taiwan 
Lecture 6: Cold War I 
Lecture 7: Cold War II 
Lecture 8: the United States I (Audio only) 
Lecture 9: the United States II 
Lecture 10: Japan 
Lecture 11: Korea 
Lecture 12: South Asia 
Lecture 13: Southeast Asia 
Lecture 14: the Military I: Capabilities 
Lecture 15: the Military II: Missions 
Lecture 16: Economics & Diplomacy I: Reform and opening 
Lecture 17: Economics & Diplomacy II: Trade-offs 
Lecture 18: Economics & Diplomacy III: Human Rights 
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