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Tufts mourns Fletcher’s
William Martel
by Justin Rheingold
News Editor

Official White House Photo by Pete Souza

President Barack Obama delivers his State of the Union address in the House Chamber at the U.S. Capitol in
Washington, D.C. on Jan. 25, 2011.

In State of the Union, Obama
heralds economic improvements
by Audrey Michael
Executive News Editor

President Barack Obama delivered the White House’s annual
State of the Union address on
Tuesday, laying out a series
of proposals and goals for the
remaining two years of his term.
Speaking to members of
both houses of Congress and
their guests in the House
of Representatives chamber,
Obama began his speech by
highlighting recent improvements in the economy
and the end of the war in

Afghanistan.
“The shadow of crisis has
passed, and the State of the
Union is strong,” Obama said.
Saying he wanted to avoid “a
checklist of proposals,” Obama
then outlined several policy
areas and issues he hopes to
address this year, often using
anecdotes to illustrate how
he hopes ordinary Americans
will benefit from his policies.
Obama used the first
section
of
his
speech
to explain his three-part plan
to improve “middle-class economics,” beginning with a

call for more affordable and
accessible childcare and a
request for Congress to pass
an equal pay law.
He also restated his intention to introduce a bill to
Congress that would offer two
years of free community college to students.
“I want to spread that idea
all across America, so that two
years of college becomes as free
and universal in America as high
school is today,” he said, adding that he also wants Congress

Tufts dental clinics win
national award
by Marianna Athanassiou
Assistant News Editor

Tufts Dental Facilities Serving
Individuals with Disabilities
( TDF), the network of dental
clinics associated with Tufts
University,
recently
won
an award for Outstanding
Achievement as part of the
2015 William J. Gies Awards
for Vision, Innovation and
Achievement.
The award will be presented by the Gies Foundation on
March 7-10 at a ceremony at
the Hynes Convention Center
in Boston, according to the
American Dental Education
Association (ADEA).
According to Mark Nehring,
chair of the Department of
Public Health and Community
Service at Tufts University

School of Dental Medicine
( TUSDM), after the ADEA
releases a call for Gies Award
nominations, approximately 62
dental schools apply for one or
more of the three categories of
awards, making the whole process very competitive.
According to the ADEA’s
website, other institutions
also being honored with one
of the three categories of
Gies awards include Harvard
University, Drexel University,
New York University, University
of Michigan and University of
Manitoba.
“The award is a meaningful acknowledgement for the
school, faculty and staff of
the dedicated work that has
occurred over the past four
see DENTAL, page 2
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Students and colleagues
have spent much of the past
week mourning and celebrating the life of William
Martel, an associate professor of international security studies at the Fletcher
School of International Law
and Diplomacy, who passed
away Jan. 12 after battling
leukemia.
Described by Dean of the
Fletcher School James Stavridis
as “a wonderful human being”
and “an amazing teacher,”
Martel was also popular
among the students he taught
and mentored.
Rockford Weitz, the entrepreneur coach at the Fletcher
School and a former Ph.D.
advisee of Martel, described
him as “universally well liked
by Fletcher’s faculty, staff and
students.”
“Bill embodied Fletcher’s
mission to prepare global
leaders to tackle the world’s
most pressing challenges,”
Weitz told the Daily in an
email. “He combined theory
and practice, as a scholar
and a policymaker. He was
equally comfortable interfacing with global leaders,
such as Admiral [Michael]
McMullen or former Defense
Secretary [Robert] Gates,
and students, staff and faculty from all walks of life.
He cared about people and
made an effort to get to
know nearly every member
of the Fletcher community.”
Martel’s ability to connect
with students and colleagues
was a defining characteris-

tic, and current Ph.D. student Torrey Taussig, who had
Martel as an adviser, echoed
this sentiment.
“He was never just a professor,” Taussig said. “He
always tried to be an incredible mentor to students as
well. He really provided a lot
of direction and support and
he did so while maintaining
such a friendly and positive
demeanor.”
Political Science Lecturer
Irina Chindea, a Ph.D. candidate at the Fletcher School,
took Martel’s leadership
course while attaining her
master’s degree. She said she
appreciated Martel’s constant willingness to mentor
students, including those to
whom he was not an adviser.
“Even if you didn’t have him
as an adviser, his door was
always open,” she said. “He
was responsive and extremely
nice without having any binding obligation.”
Martel was active in
Republican politics and
served as a senior policy adviser to former Mass. Governor
Mitt Romney during his 2012
campaign, according to a
Jan. 18 article in the Boston
Herald. Weitz noted, however,
that Martel was “bipartisan in
his commitment to helping
policymakers in Washington.”
His research was often
aided by students, according
to Taussig, who said he always
sought to build opportunities
for his students outside of
their coursework.
“When something like this
happens, you think about the
see MARTEL, page 2

Panel discusses importance of
teaching and educational inequity
by Patrick McGrath
News Editor

Tufts community members came together on
Tuesday for a panel discussion, entitled “One Goal,
Many Paths: Addressing the
Challenge of Educational
Inequity,” which featured
three panelists from different educational backgrounds. The event, which
took place in the Lincoln
Filene Center Rabb Room,
was co-sponsored by Teach
for America and the EliotPearson Department of
Education.
Howard Woolf, associate
director of the Experimental
College, served as the moderator for the panel and
first introduced the three

panelists, including Steve
Cohen, senior lecturer of
education, Josh Bieber,
executive director of the
Massachusetts
chapter
of Teach for America, and
Randall Lahann, director of
curriculum and assessment
of Match Charter Public
School’s Teacher Residency
program.
Woolf began by posing a
number of questions to the
panelists.
“How [do] we deal with
educational inequity?” he
asked, citing that eight percent of children growing up
in poverty will graduate college by age 24. “What are the
ways to address that?”
Woolf then asked the
panelists how they would
advise students considering

a career in education.
“There are tons of different ways to get into the
profession,” Bieber said,
underscoring the need for
more talented and dedicated
people in teaching.
He explained that the
three most important components are to get an education, to teach and to be
thoughtful.
Lahann also underscored
the large number of ways
to make a difference in the
field of education and the
meaningfulness of teachers
arriving in their profession
by different routes, encouraging students to choose the
path if it fits them best.
“There has to be somesee EDUCATION, page 2
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Arrival of new Jumbo statue postponed until April
The new statue of Tufts’ mascot, Jumbo the elephant, is not
expected to arrive on campus until
April. While the statue was originally
scheduled to be installed and unveiled
in October of last year, it has been
delayed due to construction difficulties, according to Director of Public
Relations Kim Thurler.
Instead of casting Jumbo as a

whole statue, sculptor Steven Whyte
instead cast it in 50 separate pieces, Thurler explained.
“Finishing and assembling those [50]
pieces has been a mammoth — or,
should I say, Jumbo — task,” Thurler
told the Daily in an email.
According to former Vice President
of Operations Richard Reynolds (LA
’67), who donated the funds for the

Clinics treat patients with developmental disabilities
DENTAL

continued from page 1

decades,” Nehring told the Daily in
an email.
TDF provides oral health care to
individuals with developmental disabilities throughout Massachusetts,
who would otherwise not have
received standard care from other
clinics.
“As the longest-running program of
its kind, and the only state-run oral
health care partnership in the nation
for those having special needs, [TDF]
is an inspiring model for populationbased care, operated by a dedicated
Tufts workforce of dental health providers who have a calling to serve
within communities,” Nehring said.
In the past 40 years, the lives of
those with disabilities have changed
dramatically,
improving
alongside increased legislation allowing
them to reside, learn and work in
settings conducive to their needs,
according to Theresa Brennan, a
TDF dental hygienist.
Brennan said dental hygiene has
changed drastically since her completion of dental school 37 years ago.
She added that TDF has given her
a wide range of opportunities to work
with at-risk children and people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities.
“My
employment
at
Tufts
University School of Dental Medicine
has allowed me to get involved clinically, educationally and with matters
of quality insurance,” Brennan told
the Daily in an email.

Karen Chang-Yeh, DDS clinical
director of the Tufts Dental Facility
for Special Needs in Worcester, Mass.
described her own experiences with
patients.
“Over time, we build trust and are
able to slowly accomplish our treatment goals. We learn to adjust our
expectations and gain patience, all
without lowering the quality of care,”
Chang told the Daily in an email.
Chang said she hoped the Gies
Award would introduce the dental community to the importance of providing
care for people with different needs
than the general population.
“While recognition is always an
honor, this is an opportunity to introduce the new generation of dental
professionals to dentistry for people
with special needs,” Chang said. “My
hope is that this will help to continue
educating the dental community and,
in turn, further our mission.”
According to Brennan, winning the
Gies Award will hopefully spread
awareness of dental hygiene and
healthcare so that other professionals can become aware of the TDF
program and its goals.
Both Chang and Brennan said they
hope to improve dental hygiene further for the developmentally disabled
population in their future work.
“I feel that nationally, dental and
dental hygiene schools need to
increase the time spent in education
and hands on training to better prepare dentists and dental auxiliaries
to become more confident in treating
this population,” Brennan said.

statue’s creation, the new Jumbo monument will replicate the dimensions of the
historical Jumbo, making it much larger
than the previous statue. The new statue
will stand at 11 feet tall, 18 feet long and
weigh 4,500 pounds, he noted.
Since Whyte is based in California,
the statue will have to be shipped
across the country in order to reach
Tufts, Reynolds explained.

continued from page 1

thing that really angers you,” he said,
noting the need for those interested in
education to have a specific reason for
choosing the profession.
“I would research and really see if teaching really is that way to save the world that
you want to do,” Lahann added.
Cohen emphasized that throughout the thousands of school districts
across the United States, all students
need good teachers. He also discussed
the importance of understanding the
material that a teacher chooses to teach.
“What a teacher brings to the classroom is creativity and a mind and
thinking of who the students are in
front of him or her,” Cohen said.
Woolf then asked the panelists for
what changes they see as most necessary for the educational system in
Massachusetts.
Lahann cited the need to encourage
technique in teaching, explaining that
Match Charter School, a public school
in Boston, views an increased focus on
technique as a way to help new teachers survive.
Secondly, Lahann emphasized the

lack of teachers of color returning to
teach in their communities — a decision
that, if made, may allow teachers to be
successful members of a community.
“We desperately need more teachers of color choosing teaching and
being well prepared,” he said.
Cohen discussed the importance of
making class sizes smaller, particularly at the elementary school level.
He also noted the importance of real
training during a teacher’s higher
education, explaining that both the
technique and intellectual work of
teaching help make a person a better
teacher.
Further, Cohen mentioned that frequent turn-over in schools functions
as a disservice to a school’s institutional memory.
Bieber spoke more from the perspective of a policymaker, citing, for
instance, the development of policy
structure incentives that help motivate strong people to come into
teaching. He also discussed the need
to make schools more autonomous in
managing their resources.
Next, Woolf asked panelists where
money for increased funding of

—by Daniel Bottino

Obama asks Congress to work
together, tackle key issues
SOTU

continued from page 1

to provide more support for Americans
paying off student loans.
Obama then asked Congress to provide better aid to veterans and to continue to encourage a competitive economy that would bring high-wage jobs
to the United States.
“The third part of middle-class economics is about building the most
competitive economy anywhere, the
place where businesses want to locate
and hire,” he said.
Criticizing lobbyists for supporting loopholes that “let some corporations pay nothing while others pay full
freight,” Obama called for a simpler
tax code with fewer loopholes, which
he said would help working Americans
“get a leg up in the new economy.”
Obama also outlined several foreign
policy objectives, such as continuing
to pursue actions against the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), ending the embargo against Cuba and
strengthening international systems of
defense against pandemics like the
Ebola virus.
Obama then asked Congress to
improve American cybersecurity and
to support action against climate
change, highlighting an agreement the
White House reached with China to cut
carbon emissions.
Briefly addressing the events in
Ferguson and New York City and marking the 50th anniversary of the Voting
Rights Act, Obama said he hoped
Congress could come together to support voting rights and criminal justice

Panelists explore perspectives on education reform
EDUCATION

Thurler also emphasized the role that
weather conditions have played in the
statue’s delay, noting that an April dedication will provide warmer and more
comfortable weather than would the
current winter conditions. No official
date for the sculpture’s arrival or dedication has been set, she said.

schools might come from.
Cohen proposed re-channeling
money spent on standardized testing
and subsequent scoring costs, noting that he believes it is senseless to
evaluate teachers by test scores.
“It’s a waste of money and time,” he said.
However, Bieber emphasized that
while funding is vital, it is not the
sole determinant for a school’s success. Instead, he argued that there is
still a need for individual people to
be involved in the hard and arduous
work needed in urban low-income
settings.
“The simple concept that dollars
equal success isn’t always true,” he
said. “It’s not just about a ballot initiative to get more funding.”
Cohen asked audience members to
consider how much the U.S. government
spends on wars versus on education.
Woolf then opened the conversation up to questions from the audience. One participant asked the panelists to further discuss how to get
teachers of color to return to their
communities.
Cohen said that before teachers of color can return to teach in

system reform.
Finally, Obama asked members of
Congress to work together and reach
across the aisle, even if they do not
agree with all of his proposals.
“I want our actions to tell every
child, in every neighborhood: Your life
matters, and we are as committed to
improving your life chances as we are
for our own kids,” he said.
For the first time this year, the White
House released the full text of Obama’s
speech online before the address began. The
text was posted on the website, Medium,
and contained infographics of key statistics
alongside the text of the speech.
On campus, Tufts Democrats hosted a
State of the Union viewing party for students to watch the address together. Tufts
Democrats Communications Director
Ben Kaplan said he was thrilled to see
Obama address so many issues that
many Democrats believe are relevant today.
“The biggest issue facing our nation
is income inequality … and many of
the issues President Obama highlighted are dedicated towards solving these
pressing issues,” Kaplan said. “His
focus was truly progressive, and that
was what truly impressed us here.”
Senator Joni Ernst (R-Iowa) delivered this year’s Republican rebuttal,
explaining that the Republican-led
Congress would aim to combat terrorism, reduce trade barriers and
support job growth. She also criticized the Affordable Care Act (ACA)
and Obama’s pledge to veto the
Keystone XL Pipeline bill, and added
that Congress would continue to pursue ways to repeal the ACA.

their communities, the dynamics of
these schools must be changed so
that these teachers can successfully implement more improvements.
He added that one of the first jobs of
a teacher is not just teaching the students, but also finding allies among
the faculty in order to lead the necessary changes.
Lahann said that he has seen
changes on the curriculum level, but
that it is vital to bring knowledge or
experience of the community into a
classroom. He noted that while there
has been a lot of progress, it’s a “matter of time and demography.”
Bieber
discussed
Teach
for
America’s journey of progress toward
being more equitable and the need
for cultural learning.
“You can become part of a community,
but you have to be invited,” he said.
Another audience member asked
about the purpose of education, which
Bieber identified as a way for people
to grow and gain opportunities to
grow. Lahann mentioned the need
for kids across zip codes to have the
same choices through more equal
opportunities.

Students, staff mourn passing of Fletcher Professor William Martel
MARTEL

continued from page 1

legacy that they’ll leave at the school,”
she said. “He was a brilliant strategist, and
he was always asking big questions. He
had an incredibly accomplished career,
but I think his greatest legacy at Fletcher

will be in the students whose lives he
influenced and on whom he had such
a positive impact, and I think he would
be happy to know that that would be
his legacy.”
Stavridis described Martel’s legacy in
four components—his scholarship, his

teaching, his thoughtfulness and his
commitment to his family.
“He was just a wonderful human
being,” Stavridis said. “He was always
upbeat, he always had a smile on his
face and he greeted everyone … He was
just a kind, thoughtful and wonderful

colleague to everyone in the school.”
Martel is survived by his wife and two
children. Funeral services took place
this past Monday, but Stavridis said
the Fletcher School is working with his
family to plan a memorial service on
campus this spring.

Features

3

tuftsdaily.com

After Tufts Labor Coalition sit-in, administration agrees to
delay janitor cuts, increase transparency
by Becca Leibowitz
Assistant Features Editor

While many students flocked to Tisch
Library last reading period, about 20
members of the Tufts Labor Coalition
(TLC) left their books behind to hold a
33-hour sit-in in Ballou Hall, demanding
a stop to impending job cuts for janitors.
A group of other students, both TLC
members and nonmembers, along with
janitors from Tufts’ Boston and Medford
campuses, faced frigid temperatures,
wind and rain to rally outside Ballou in
solidarity.
These actions came soon after a new
five-year contract between Tufts and
DTZ, the vendor that provides Tufts’ janitorial services, was signed this summer.
On Nov. 21, Executive Vice President
Patricia Campbell and Vice President
for Operations Linda Snyder sent out an
email to the Tufts community explaining
some of the goals of the new contract.
“[This] agreement reflects our commitment to control costs, maximize
resources to support our core academic
mission and support our sustainability goals. The new contract also seeks
to increase the number of full time,
benefits-eligible custodians working at
Tufts,” they wrote.
TLC President, sophomore Lior
Appel-Kraut, explained that she and the
rest of TLC became involved in this particular issue following discussions with
the workers themselves.
“Right after [the signing of the new
five-year contract], janitors started
hearing rumors from managers, from
each other, that there were going to be
upcoming cuts,” Appel-Kraut said.
When TLC members heard about
their suspicions, they began looking for
more information.
“We have relationships with a lot of
the workers just as individuals, and so
[when] they started expressing that to
us, we started pressuring the administration to tell us more,” Appel-Kraut said.
Appel-Kraut explained that cuts were
a concern not only because of the layoffs, but also because the remaining
janitors would need to work even harder
to pick up the work that laid-off janitors
had been doing.
“The janitors were expressing [that]
they’re already working large amounts of
spaces. Cuts would mean that each individual would be [cleaning] more space
and that people would lose their jobs,
and that isn’t a responsible or just way
for the university to cut costs,” she said.
Appel-Kraut and senior Spencer
Beswick, former TLC president, served
as TLC’s spokespersons in the negotiations. According to Appel-Kraut, after
an initial conversation with Campbell,
TLC members regrouped to discuss how
they should move forward, agreeing that
they would not leave Ballou until certain
demands were met.

Evan Sayles / The Tufts Daily

Protesters for janitors’ rights march to Ballou Hall on Dec. 9, 2014.
This ultimately resulted in the students sleeping over in the administrative
building.
“Once people left, there were police
both at the door and in the only room we
were allowed to sleep in. We weren’t letting people back in, [and] we could only
use one bathroom.” Appel-Kraut said.
Appel-Kraut believes that the sleep-in
was a turning point in negotiations.
“I think [the sleep-in] was really
important to show the administration
how serious we are,” she said.
Appel-Kraut, Beswick and Campbell
ultimately signed an agreement on Dec.
10, effectively ending TLC’s sit-in. The
agreement includes nine terms, among
them the promise of no layoffs until
April at the earliest and a commitment
to transparency between TLC and the
administration.
TLC will also host an open forum in
early February that the administration
has agreed to attend, which will allow
the community to respond to the proposed plan between Tufts and DTZ. The
details and date of the forum are still
being planned.
According to Appel-Kraut, TLC and
the administration will plan the forum
together. In addition to the public forum,

Nicholas Pfosi / The Tufts Daily

Protesters start to do homework during the Tufts Labor Coalition sit-in in Ballou Hall on
Dec. 9, 2014.

there will be three opportunities for janitor input that will work around janitors’
shifts, Appel-Kraut said.
Campbell expressed a readiness on
the part of the administration to address
student concerns.
“We’re always, always happy to
engage in conversation and discussion
with our students, and I think that as the
event progressed I had some extensive
and I think very beneficial conversations
with student leaders that represented
the group of students that were demonstrating,” she said.
Campbell said that she proposed that
TLC and the administration meet every
other week in order to maintain the dedication to communication and transparency between the two parties that was
part of the final agreement.
“Students will hear information and
it’s not necessarily accurate, or the
people they’re getting their information
from may not be fully informed, so I just
thought it would really be a good idea …
to get [in] a regular habit of communicating so that people are well-informed
and accurately informed rather than
not,” she said.
Snyder voiced a similar appreciation for student involvement in campus issues.
“I love working with students, and
I really respect and support students’
ability and desire to create positive
change,” she said.
Beswick said that students’ concern
for workers’ rights has helped TLC grow
significantly over the past semester.
“TLC has been growing because students at Tufts are very conscious of these
well-publicized issues of injustice in our
own community,” Beswick said. “Tufts
students want all members of our community to be treated with dignity and
respect.”
He described what he believes to
be the role of the Tufts administration in
situations like this one.
“The role of the administration is to
serve the Tufts community. When students, workers and professors come
together to demand justice for community members, as we did for the janitorial staff and have done for adjunct
faculty, it is the responsibility of the
administration to listen to our demands

and respond to the needs of the community,” Beswick told the Daily in an email.
Appel-Kraut further explained that
although these situations can be challenging for members of the administration, they still must be held accountable
for the decisions they make.
“[The administration is] in a tight spot
with budgeting. It has not been an easy
past few years for all universities, and
definitely not for Tufts at all,” she said.
“[But] I think that, looking at a history of
them always cutting at the most vulnerable point … [it] is not a responsible way
to cut money,”
According to Appel-Kraut, TLC plans
to collect a student list of ideas for
other areas to make cuts, in order to
give the administration a sense of students’ priorities.
Snyder explained that the administration has a variety of priorities to consider
when it comes to university operations.
“We’re very committed to change and
reorganization where reorganization is
needed, but doing it in a way that meets
all the goals — the goals of the university
that are financial and very important,
our sustainability goals, goals of how we
hope the workforce wants to be treated
and can be treated,” Snyder said.
Although TLC did not achieve its
initial goal of an agreement from the
administration promising no janitorial
cuts for five years, its members are not
giving up.
First-year Nicole Joseph, a TLC
member who helped organize the
rally outside Ballou during the sitin, explained that TLC still has more
work to do.
“Now that we have a few concessions, we have to capitalize on them
and make sure that the few things [the
administration has] given us can get
us what the janitors ultimately want at
the end of the day, which is job security,” she said.
Beswick agreed that while the negotiations were an important step toward
achieving TLC’s goals, the group is not
done yet.
“We maintain our demand of no
cuts of any janitorial staff, and will
continue to fight until this demand is
met,” Beswick said. “We remain committed to a vision of a better Tufts.”
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FITNESS MINI-COURSES SPRING 2015

Register by January 30th. 10 week Classes Begin Week of February 2nd.FREE gift to 1st 50 sign-ups
ase.tufts.edu/physed

VERTICAL PILATES
Instructor:
Location:
Fee:

CARDIO & CORE
Instructor:
Sharon Graves
Location:
Jackson Gym
Fee:
$60
SPINNING
Instructor:
Location:
Fee:

Monday 6-7pm

Sharon Graves
Jackson Gym
$60
Wednesday 6-7pm

Monday 6:30-7:30pm
Kelly Donlan
Tisch Multi-Puprose Room
$60

SPINNING "EXPRESS"
Wednesday 8:00-8:30am
Instructor:
Amy Piantedosi
Location:
Tisch Multi-Purpose Room
Fee:
$30

SPINNING & CORE
Instructor:
Location:
Fee:

STRENGTH CIRCUITS
Instructor:
Location:
Fee:

Thursday 12:00:1:00pm
Amy Piantedosi
Tisch Multi-Purpose Room
$60

STAFF/FACULTY YOGA
Instructor:
Location:
Fee:

Monday 12-1pm
Pam Gaither
Tisch Multi-Purpose Room
$60

POWER YOGA
Instructor:
Location:
Fee:

Tuesday 7:30-8:30am
Elliott McEldowney
Tisch Multi Purpose Room
$60

YOGA & MINDFULLNESS
Tuesday 12:15-1:15pm
Instructor: Kris Manjapra
Location:
Tisch Multi-Purpose Room
Fee:
$60

FLOW YOGA (All Levels)
Instructor:
Location:
Fee:

ZUMBA
Instructor:
Location:
Fee:

Instructor:
Location:
Fee:

Tuesday 5:30-6:30pm
Zan Barry
Tisch Multi-Purpose Room
$60

POWER YOGA

Wednesday 12-1pm
Elliott McEldowney
Jackson Gym
$60

STRONGWOMAN

"RESTORE & CHILL" YOGA

Instructor:
Location:
Fee:

Instructor:
Location:
Fee:

Tues & Thurs 5:15-6:15pm
Marten Vandervelde
Chase Gym
$110 ($60 for 1 class)

Monday 12-1pm

Elliott McEldowney
Jackson Gym
$60

POWER YOGA
Instructor:
Location:
Fee:

SPINNING (Students Only)
Wednesday 5-6pm
Instructor: Jennfier Gewant
Location:
Tisch Multi-Purpose Room
Fee:
$60
Monday 5:30-6:30pm
Daniella DiDiego
Tisch Multi-Purpose Room
$60

Wednesday 6-7pm

Sarah Barker
Tisch Multi-Purpose Room
$60

Friday 12-1pm

Pam Gaither
Tisch Multi-Purpose Room
$60

Weekender
Arts & Living
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Walking the tightrope between
censorship and free speech
by Nika Korchok
Executive Arts Editor

In the days following the Charlie Hebdo
massacre in Paris, in which the magazine’s
editor Stephane Charbonnier, four cartoonists, three editorial staff of the magazine, an editor’s bodyguard and a guest
at the editorial meeting taking place in
the building were killed by terrorists, (two
policemen were killed by the gunmen as
the three suspects fled the scene), artists
created an outpouring of support through
the only means that seem to fully encompass all emotions during this turbulent
and uncertain time — art. Banksy posted
a cartoon to Instagram in response, simply
captioned “RIP”; Chilean political cartoonist Francisco J. Olea created an image of
a makeshift gun made out of art supplies and titled it, “¡A Tomar Las Armas
Compañeros!” (Translated it reads: “To
arms, companions!”) Other artists across
the globe followed in this vein, playing
off of the idea that “the pen is mightier
than the sword,” by transforming pens
into guns, or having battles between artists
and gunmen depicted in their art pieces.
French President Francois Hollande went
on television to say, “Our best weapon is
our unity.”
And then, of course, there was the
response from the magazine. Their Jan. 14
issue, which printed three million copies
— up significantly from the average readership of 60,000 — featured another picture of the prophet Muhammad, this time
crying and holding a sign that reads “Je
Suis Charlie.” Above the picture reads the
caption, “Tout est Pardonné” (Translated
it reads: all is forgiven). Notably, the magazine’s previous depictions of Muhammad
— especially the provocative issue that
came out Feb. 8, 2006 which reprinted
12 cartoons of the prophet originally featured in a Danish satirical magazine called
Jyllands-Posten — were viewed as blasphemous by members of the Muslim community. Editors of the magazine received
death threats after the publication, but
continued to create provocative content,
drawing both widespread praise and
intense criticism.
As provocative as the cartoons are —
provocative enough to not be reprinted
or shown online by large American media
outlets and publications (see the NYT and
NPR’s responses) — no person interviewed
in this article expressed the sentiment that
the cartoons warranted a violent response.
Viewing the issue through a purely political
lens would be to cut short the conversation. Tensions in France between Muslim
immigrant communities and larger French
communities are long-rooted in histories
of colonialism and racism. Yet, the French
are also distinctly different from other
audiences due to their long history with
cartoonage.
Many questioned why a magazine
would print cartoons that could be
viewed as both hateful and discriminatory. Many still questioned how a magazine would continue to publish cartoons
of the prophet after such a tragedy. But
to understand Charlie Hebdo, one must
contextualize satire in France, which has
a history that dates back at least to the
French Revolution.
Elizabeth Foster, assistant professor of
history at Tufts whose expertise is in modern France and the French empire, and
whose research focuses on France and
its relation to its West African colonies in
the 19th and 20th centuries, discussed the
role that satire has played in France for
centuries.
“Biting satire in France has a long history,” she said. “One of the things that I
think is important for Americans to recognize is how extreme or how irreverent the
cartoons in Charlie Hebdo were. I think
they’re the kind of thing that would be
shocking to a lot of people in America…”
Foster brought up examples of French
cartoonists dating back to the French
Revolution, the Dreyfus Affair and other
major historical events.

“You can go back and look at the French
Revolution … While there were sort of
high-brow critiques of the old regime in
France, a lot of the media at the time was
sort of dominated — the sort of illegal
media of the time — by pornography,
cartoons of the queen caught in flagrante
with priests,” she said. “There are arguments out there that this kind of thing
helped to desacralize the French monarchy on the eve of the Revolution…”
Foster also explained the different roles
that cartoonists have in modern French
culture compared to American culture.
“The [cartoonists] that were killed in
this incident were well-known to French
people — not that Charlie Hebdo had a
huge circulation — but cartoonists are
kind of famous and enjoy a celebrity status in France in a way that they don’t
here,” she said.
Foster added that the French history of
satire and cartoonage paved the way for
stronger biting works in France.
“[Charlie Hebdo] was definitely
extreme and purposefully provocative
in a way that was outside the, kind of,
mainstream of cartoons, but at the same
time, there’s a long tradition of this sort
of thing,” she said. “But it’s deliberately
provocative. Islam is not the only target,
although I would argue it is a favored
target. But there is some irony in seeing François Hollande coming out and
defending [Charlie Hebdo], as he was a
frequent target. But all sorts of political
figures, religion — any religion — sort of
came under fire.”
Amahl Bishara, assistant professor of
anthropology, who works on media in the
Middle East, commented on the power of
images and the responsibilities of artists
and cartoonists in society.
“Cartoonists and artists … have a distinct set of responsibilities or burdens or
concerns to think about, and they, I’m
sure, are very aware of it because the

racism being used against them [Muslims]
and colonialism against them.”
Bishara also explained how media outlets can make their audiences as inclusive
as possible.
“How to create more inclusive audiences is often about creating more inclusive
media producers, making sure that staff
of these institutions are as diverse as they
can be, making sure that things are accessible to wide audiences,” she said.
Professor Emeritus Madeline H.
Caviness, who has returned to Tufts this
semester to teach the course “Iconoclasm
and Iconophobia,” which she has taught
with Eva Hoffman for many years, spoke
about the power of humor in French culture.
“So you’ve got both sides, if it’s really
a culture clash then I think that there are
many in people in France who do selfcensor, we all do that of course,” she said.
“But they also regard humor as something above and beyond that, that part
of their freedom is to be able to make
fun of absolutely everything. The subtitle that appeared on the cover of Charlie
Hebdo was ‘Journal Irresponsable’ —
‘Irresponsible Journal.’ That’s so French.”
While many have criticized the French
satirical magazine’s use of provocative and
arguably offensive cartoons, there is also
inherit value in French satirical publications. Professor Caviness describes the
impact that French satirical magazines
had on her when she was a student in
Paris in the midst of the Algerian War, and
conflicts broke out between French civil
police and students.

Romain Lefort via flickr whatever

In the wake of the Charlie Hebdo shooting, activist and artist communitites banded together
under the slogan, “Je Suis Charlie.”
power with the visual is certainly different than the power of the word,” she
said. “Images travel perhaps more easily,
because they don’t have to be translated
in the same way … And then obviously,
in Islam, there is a tradition of thinking of
certain images as blasphemous images of
the prophet Muhammad.”
According to Bishara, artists need to
consider their relationship with the image
they are publishing.
“For example, if you’re a Muslim person
in a Muslim country and you publish an
image that’s perceived of as blasphemous,
then you’re pushing up against authorities
that are ruling over you, in some way,”
she said. “If you’re a French cartoonist
and you publish an image of Mohammad
that could be conceived of as blasphemous and/or as hate speech, you are actually kind of pushing up against — you’re
actually acting in opposition to a minority culture, a minority group in your own
country that, we know, there’s a history of

“I was a student in Paris in 1960-1961,”
she said. “During that year we had the
Putsch — which was when the paratroopers in North Africa decided to come
and take over the [French] government
because Charles de Gaulle was beginning
to negotiate to allow Algeria to be free …
Paris was terrible. There was an extreme
right group that didn’t want freedom for
Algeria and they had the upper hand with
violence and they set off what they called
bombs plastiques … And you never knew
where or when they were going to go off
… It was unpredictable. It was terrifying.
There were sirens all the time. Police were
on edge. The French police shot people
down dead … Some journalist friends of
mine had their newspaper censored and
taken off the stands because they’d tried
to publish a story, which I don’t doubt
was true, that Algerian prisoners, in the
hands of the French civil police, had had
their hands tied behind their backs and
thrown in the sand. They were found in

the sand, with their hands behind their
backs, dead.”
Professor Caviness explained the
important role that satirical magazines
had in her community to maintain morale
during this period of turmoil.
“The one thing that we could look
forward to and get a laugh from was the
other great satirical paper, Le Canard
Enchaîné — ‘The Chained Duck,’” she
said. “And it still flourishes … Canard
Enchaîné survived the censorship. The
predecessor [magazine] of Charlie Hebdo
did not. So see, it’s a very powerful history
and, believe me, humor can really help
you through a tight spot.”
Sidney Morgenbesser Professor of
Philosophy at Columbia University, Akeel
Bilgrami, has written books on the relation
between linguistic meaning and intentionality, the nature of self-knowledge,
secularism and identity. His current work
is on the relation between practical reason
and politics.
Bilgrami addressed the question of
how art, now and in the future, might
be informed from this incident.
“Some, but not all, artists are joining in
the chant of ‘Je suis Charlie’ to support the
freedom of expression,” Bilgrami told the
Daily in an email. “Even those who support freedom of expression might find that
slogan a flamboyant irrelevance. I recall a
biting remark by the conservative journalist Bernard Levin when Norman Mailer
made a similar remark (‘I am Salman
Rushdie’) after Khomeini’s fatwah against
Rushdie: ‘Mr. Mailer’s flesh is willing but
the opportunity is weak.’ I think artists
vary in their responses and in the lessons
they take away from efforts to censor
them, even vary in response to the murderous atrocities of this kind of terror.
For every Mailer in the aftermath of the
Rushdie controversy, there was a John Le
Carre who expressed qualms about what
he described as Rushdie’s brashness and
insensitivity.”
According to Bilgrami, satirical publications like Charlie Hebdo differ greatly in
audience and context from their American
counterparts.
“[T]ake the canonical figure, Voltaire,”
he said. “As many have pointed out, he was
deeply anti-semitic. But at that time antisemitism was pervasive, both in the church
that Voltaire was attacking and in critics of
the church like himself. So that prejudice of
the great satirist was ignored by those who
admired him. But times have changed.
Right now a phobia about Islam is pervasive, so Muslim sensitivities are not as
important to respect, no more than Jewish
sensibilities were important to respect for
centuries, in fact until a few decades ago.
There is also the plain fact that satire is
more effective and does not come off as
prejudice when its targets are internal to
the author or artist’s background and culture, such as in Voltaire or more recently,
say, in the films of Arrabal or Bunuel. But
for a white Frenchman to trash the cherished beliefs and values of Muslims, the
very people whom they have also targeted
in a racist social policy pushing them into
impoverished banlieue, is hardly likely to
have the same effectiveness.”
Artists are now faced with the dilemma
as to whether or not to self-censor in
light of their audiences and the cultural
contexts in which they exist. Art must be
viewed in context — historically, demographically and culturally — and to fail to
do so does a disservice to the art, the artist
and the audience. Artists and audiences
must now walk the tightrope together to
create safe spaces for art, and for dialogue
and discussion of issues of content to
continue.
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Spotlight

Will Freeman's
wintry EP shows
off maturing sound
by Anjali Nair

Assistant Arts Editor

Sage Ross via Wikimedia Commons

Lead singer Colin Meloy’s new songs are often plagued by trite lyrical tricks.

Decemberists' new LP eases up, shows cozier side
by Dana Guth
Arts Editor

The Decemberists have never settled
for simple. Instead, they’ve released
album after album of far-reaching,
What a Terrible World, What a Beautiful World

The Decemberists
Capitol Records
grand concepts: progg-y rock opera on
“The Hazards of Love” (2009), pastoral
Americana on “The King is Dead” (2011).
All were mythical, theatrical and meticulously crafted.
In “What a Terrible World, What
a Beautiful World,” released on Jan.
20, we finally see the Portland nerdrockers reclining in their chairs. The
concept of the album here is anything
but far-reaching and theatrical — just
a friendly blend of campfire folk for
the smart set. It’s a relaxed, refreshing,
slow strum of a record, shaded with
easygoing hymns and cutesy hums.
These songs are more agreeable than
anything The Decemberists have put
out before. Unfortunately, they’re also
more forgettable.
“What a Terrible World, What a
Beautiful World” leans heavily on the
band’s established literary rep. The
Decemberists have already dug out,
occupied and ruled over a niche of bookish indie crooners, and the band’s seventh LP nestles into this habit like a wellworn argyle sweater. Instead of a love
interest, “Terrible World, Beautiful World”
has a “perfect paramour” penning letters.
Lead singer Colin Meloy, adopting the
persona of a 17-year-old in “Lake Song,”
isn’t awkward but “terminally fey” as he
watches his crush, “all sibylline, reclining

in [her] pew.” (Given his penchant for
storytelling lyrics, it comes as no surprise that Meloy has been spending his
downtime dreaming up “The Wildwood
Chronicles” (2011), a fantastically illustrated children’s book series).
So it’s with a little bit of irony that the
new release is hailed as their most radiofriendly collection to date. We still hear all
the same whiny croons and erudite references, but this time they’re layered under
campfire refrains that no longer demand
acute attention. “What a Terrible World,
What a Beautiful World” comes off as
a gentle blending of all the group’s previous concepts into sugary-sweet, easy listening. The result is a softer impact from
what you might call the Decemberists
Lite™ — an album that might as well be
the soundtrack to the life of a lackadaisical indie film protagonist.
Still, the subtlety isn’t always such a
bad thing. Kicking off with “The Singer
Addresses His Audience” and “Cavalry
Captain,” the band proves they’re still
more interested in ultra-specific storytelling than lazy tropes. They open with
Rilo Kiley-esque melodies that alternate
between lead singer Colin Meloy and
accordion player Jenny Conlee, who hum
“ooos” and “laaas” in the sweetest way
possible. There are pulses of trumpets,
poppy major chords and immediately
reachable beats that sound like hands
thumping against school desks. Their
corny, clever lyrics (“I am the remedy to
your heart / I am imprinted upon your
stars”) build up to a quiet Pearl Jam epicness: Intense yet likeable in their earnest
simplicity.
“What a Terrible World, What a
Beautiful World” hits its gentle stride
with tracks like “Till the Water’s All
Long Gone.” Meloy slowly unfurls into
a candle-lit melancholy, and, slightly
off-key, it makes for a beautiful descent
toward darker twang. It’s here that the
album is most reminiscent of classic-era

Decemberists, recalling gems like 2005’s
“The Bagman’s Gambit.”
If only the “Terrible World, Beautiful
World” maintained a happy medium,
instead of drifting further into minimalistic ease. Middle songs “Carolina
Low” and “The Wrong Year” reveal a
pretty boring indulgence in the overly
uncomplicated, as if the Decemberists
set themselves on cruise control. For
fans of their usual sea-shanty grit, these
watery hymns will come off as an easy
shortcut, soothing at best.
And at worst (see: ninth track, “Better
Not Wake the Baby”), the album teeters
on the edge of wince-worthy folk schlock.
Listeners can either buy into the saccharine, toe-tapping melodies or cringe
at them like a bad joke when they wax
philosophical on teen love and oral sex
(“Philomena”). It’s really too bad when a
band grows older and loses its edge, and
hopefully The Decemberists won’t continue to equate maturity with flabby, lazy
and overly-polished pleasantries.
Still, “What a Terrible World, What a
Beautiful World” glimmers with undeniable wit. Even in its most tiresome bits,
these tunes are both catchy and nuanced.
The Decemberists’ albums have always
opened up like storybooks, with crowned
king of lit-rock, Meloy, sitting on a throne
of clever folksy quips and dancing, theatrical myths.
This new release is certainly no
exception; it will sit comfortably in The
Decemberists’ catalogue. Admittedly,
there’s a noticeable lack of risk-taking,
and fans will start to miss the gripping
twines and minor, heart-turning melodies of “Picaresque” (2005) and “The
Crane Wife” (2006). This next chapter for
the Decemberists, made up of an overflow
of amicable acoustics, will keep listeners
swaying along for another album. “What
a Terrible World, What a Beautiful World”
is no less enjoyable than all the others, if
only a forgettable bridge between them.

Junior Will Freeman is about to embark
on his semester abroad in Uruguay, but
not before gracing listeners with a chilling new EP, entitled “Dispatches from the
Snowglobe Heart.” Freeman, a political
science major, is a familiar face in the
Tufts underground music scene as the
bassist/vocalist of the lo-fi, “love punk”
trio Indian Twin and former vice president
of Applejam (Tufts’ own DIY booking collective for musical acts ). While he and his
bandmates, juniors Soubhik Barari and
Thomas Colgrove, are busy during the
school year creating their unique brand of
surfy carnival rock, the icy weeks back in
his home state of Minnesota give Freeman
the opportunity to focus on a much folksier project. For his solo project, under the
moniker “Spooky Action at a Distance,” he
has released an EP every winter since
2013. When asked about his musical influences, he recalled folk heroes like Simon
and Garfunkel and Peter, Paul and Mary.
“Oh, also cite my love of the ‘Memories’
station on AM radio in Cambridge —
Adult Standards from the 1930s to ’60s,”
he added.
These somewhat cheeky, yet unabashedly vintage sensibilities make themselves
clear in most Spooky Action material.
“Dispatches” is a little different from his
past releases though, featuring a far more
hi-fi approach.
“I abandoned the tape machine I used
to filter my stuff through, which is scary
’cause now you can actually hear stuff
clearly,” Freeman said.
Luckily for him, the new, sophisticated
sound is downright beautiful. The dispersed vocal harmonies and distant keyboard lines complement the pretty guitar arpeggios that meander through the
songs. With the effortlessly poetic lyrics
that address the idea of shifting memories,
this EP proves that Freeman is a natural
when it comes to songwriting.
“Dispatches from the Snowglobe Heart”
and other Spooky Action EPs are available
for streaming on bandcamp.

Courtesy chris van slyke

Junior Will Freeman’s newest EP features a
sophisticated, mature sound.

Top ten fun facts about Veronica Little
As the semester begins, the Arts section of
the Daily is already suffering from the loss
of a very special person. Veronica Little,
student artist and comedian and the former
designated Top Ten writer, is sadly gone. No,
she’s not dead – she’s just not writing for us
right now – but we still feel the pain as if she
has left us for good. We in the Arts section
refuse to believe she is truly gone, so, in the
hopes that she will come back to us (hopefully with some flowers, in the rain, with a
cheesy love song playing in the background),
here is a tribute – 10 facts you did not know
about Veronica.
1. She is an avid hurdling enthusiast. In
November 2014, Veronica publicly declared
her love of hurdling by writing a tribute to
the sport in her Top Ten. Calling it “America’s
favorite pastime,” Veronica impressed us all
by showing how much she knows about
hurdling both in the United States and

abroad. Who knew the word was Icelandic
for “sheep jumping over fence?!”
2. If you search for “Veronica Little” on
Facebook, one of the pages that appears
is “Veronica’s sexy little feet.” The page
has eight likes, all of which are secret profiles, and there are no pictures or posts that
you can see on the page. Only eight likes?
Come on, Veronica, your feet can do better.
3. She really, really likes pesto. Probably.
I think she wrote about it once. But who
couldn’t like it? Anything with exorbitant
amounts of garlic should be okay in anyone’s
book.
4. She is incapable of crying. Nerves of
steel, or surgically removed tear ducts?
5. She’s an alien from outer space. At
Tufts, she could be just quirky enough to be

a student, but it’s obvious once she leaves
campus. Have you ever noticed she’s always
singing? That’s actually a transmission that
she’s signaling to her planet — just her way
of trying to phone home.
6. She wears shoes. Even aliens have to
protect their feet. Are they “sexy little feet”?
I guess we’ll never know, since her shoes are
covering them.
7. She was the inspiration behind
“Veronica Mars” (2004-2007). Yes, that’s
right. When her best friend was brutally
murdered she became a private detective
with her father, and is still fighting crime in
Medford to this day!
8. She’s an inventor and fashionista. At the age of 12 she invented the
hooded shorts, which are not very popular in the United States, but are all the

rage in Slovenia. What are they exactly?
Beats me.
9. She is fearless. She once wrote a Top
Ten about not worrying about Ebola. Who
doesn’t worry about Ebola?! Apparently
Veronica. She is a private detective, after all,
so I guess not much scares her.
10. She is unmatched in her comedy
skills and is sorely missed at the Daily.
I tried my best, but the reality is that no
one can replace such a brilliant mind. We
miss you Veronica, please come back! We’ll
even bake you cookies. Or whatever kind
of sweets you like. Brownies? Cake? Flan?
Crème brûlée? We gotcha covered. (Okay,
maybe not the crème brûlée.)

—compiled by Jessica Mow
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'Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike' expresses longing
for past, hope for better future
by Jennifer Straitz
Assistant Arts Editor

The average audience member may
not expect much of the medley of elements that make up Christopher Durang’s

Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike
Directed by Jessica Stone
Huntington Theatre Company
264 Huntington Ave, Boston MA 02115
“Vanya and Sonia and Masha and
Spike”(premiered Off Broadway in 2012),
now playing at the Huntington Theatre.
In the span of the performance, the
audience encounters an aging movie star
dressing up as Snow White, that movie
star’s adopted sister performing an impersonation of Dame Maggie Smith and the
movie’s star’s brother writing a play about
a lonely molecule. And yet, all of these
characters triumphed on the stage, helped
along by their maid (Haneefah Wood)
with a penchant for foretelling impending
doom, and the movie star’s immature yet
ripped boyfriend.
The entire play is performed in front
of a single set, the childhood home of
siblings Vanya (Martin Moran), Sonia
(Marcia DeBonis) and Masha (Candy
Buckley). When the self-absorbed Masha
brings her much younger boyfriend Spike
(Tyler Lansing Weaks) back to the small
Pennsylvania town for a costume party,
she also brings with her a slew of issues.
However, it is the genius of playwright
Christopher Durang that turns a depressing plot on paper into comedic social
commentary on the stage. While on the
surface, the play deals with basic family relationships and the problems that
can arise between siblings, it circuitously addresses themes as diverse as global
warming, filial responsibility to parents
and nostalgia for society before the advent
of social media.

The Huntington via Flickr Creative Commons

Tensions between the wild siblings Vanya (Martin Moran), Sonia (Marcia DeBonis) and Masha (Candy Buckley) drive the action of this postmodern comedy.
While the bickering of sisters Masha
and Sonia drive the plot forward, it is
only when typically level-headed Vanya,
who attempts to soothe his siblings with
a comically mediocre play, explodes that
“Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike”
hits its climax. Vanya reaches his boiling
point when Spike continues to text in
the middle of the play, and the resulting
monologue from Moran reveals a lamentation for slower days gone by, when people shared collective cultural experiences
and licked stamps before placing them on
envelopes.
Spike’s insolence also serves to snap
Masha out of her her self-centered love
affair; she sends Spike packing on a bus to

New York while she stays in Pennsylvania
with her siblings.
The play explores a variety
issues while incorporating elements
of Anton Chekhov’s works, creating a
hilarious social commentary. Being
well versed in Chekhov’s works is not
necessary to appreciate this play, but
would allow audience members to more
fully appreciate the characters, many
of whom miss the slower pace and
the greater personal interactivity of
their youth — both topics addressed by
Vanya in his rant.
The inclusion of a Humanities Forum
after the performance, an interview
conducted by Huntington Dramaturg

Charles Haugland and Julie A. Buckler,
Professor of Slavic and Comparative
Literature at Harvard University, was a
welcome addendum to the show itself,
providing an informal discourse of the
comedy. Professor Buckler was able to
provide insight into which elements of
the comedy are reflected in Chekhov’s
work, such as the centrality of the home,
the country setting and the intrusion of
visitors to interrupt the monotony of the
characters’ lives.
Judging from the peals of laughter
from the audience, the well-received play
astutely addresses the issues of the present and insinuates that all hope may not
be lost.

Artsy Nugget

New 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' trailer
highlights tensions between characters
by Grace Segers
Assistant Arts Editor

On Jan. 12, Marvel released the second
trailer for “Avengers: Age of Ultron.” The
first trailer premiered in October, showcasing the movie’s villain Ultron (voiced
by James Spader) with an eerie cover of
the song “I’ve Got No Strings” from the
classic Disney movie “Pinocchio” (1940)
playing in the background. A similarly disturbing acoustic version of the song plays
during the newest trailer as well. This clip
is a brief one minute and forty seconds,
but is packed with new information about
the film’s plot.
There are a few new characters seen
in this trailer, from the Scarlet Witch
(Elizabeth Olsen) and Quicksilver (Aaron

Taylor-Johnson) to a mysterious woman
standing in a cave, beside a body of water.
It has been theorized that this woman is
a tie to the upcoming Black Panther film
starring Chadwick Boseman.
But even more intriguing than the new
faces is the tone of the film. Based on the
two trailers, the sequel to “The Avengers”
(2012) seems far darker than its predecessor. The new trailers seem designed
to put the viewer on edge. Rather than
focus on positive relationships between
characters, the second trailer emphasizes
the discord between the team’s members.
Natasha Romanoff (Scarlett Johansson)
asserts that the team has “no place in the
world.” Tony Stark (Robert Downey Jr.) is
seen fighting with the Hulk (Mark Ruffalo)
in his gigantic “Hulkbuster” armor. The

colors of the trailer are dark and muted,
and the characters seem consumed with
worry or fear. This dark tone seems atypical of Marvel’s usual comicbook-based
fare, escalating tensions through a different type of narrative.
Of course, the audience knows that
there has to be some semblance of a happy
ending, as “Captain America: Civil War”
and “Thor: Ragnarok” are coming out in
the next few years, not to mention the twopart “Avengers: Infinity War” films. It does
lower the stakes a bit to know that this is
only one part of a larger narrative, perhaps
even a placeholder until the Infinity War
movies. But despite knowledge of Marvel’s
future plans, “Avengers: Age of Ultron” is
being marketed as an intriguingly dark foil
to its more upbeat predecessor.

Events Box
Looking to make your weekend artsy?
Check out these events!
Annual MLK Jr. Day Community
Celebration: Put together by the
University Chaplaincy, this celebration,
in honor of the work and life of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., features live music
and spoken word poetry. (Thursday at
6 p.m., with light refreshments beforehand at 5:30 p.m. in Goddard Chapel.
Admission is free. No tickets required).
Tufts Youth Philharmonic Winter
Concert: John Page leades the Tufts
Youth Philharmonic in a concert featuring
the overture from Mozart’s “Marriage of
Figaro,” Schubert’s “Symphony No. 8,”
and music from “Star Wars.” (Friday at
7:30 p.m. in Distler Performance Hall.
Admission is free. No tickets required).
ArtsEmerson Presents: Rock ‘N’ Roll
Weekend: ArtsEmerson is hosting a
weekend of local bands appearing in The
Jackie Liebergott Black Box Theatre, located in the Paramount Center. Performers
include Quilt and Julia Easterlin. (Friday
and Saturday at the Paramount Center.
Doors open at 9 p.m. Admission is $10 in
advance, $12 at the door).
The Boston Horror Show: All Things
Horror is celebrating 5 years with the
inaugural Boston Horror Show. The
“Show” includes four feature films
and over an hour of horror shorts as
well. (Saturday from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m.
at the Somerville Theater. Admission
starts at $10).

Gage Skidmore via Wikimedia Commons

The cast of “Avengers: Age of Ultron” explores team disputes and potential conflicts in new trailer for forthcoming film.

	—compiled by Josh Podolsky
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Editorial | OP-ED

Less than half an hour after 10 p.m., an
avalanche of voices and perspectives on
the State of the Union had already flooded
social media and become a major topic of
discussion on Tufts campus. This can be
either a dividing factor or a chance for the
Tufts community to embark on a journey
toward, as President Barack Obama put
it, “a better politics.” Tufts students need
to heed the words of the President, and
understand that, although we all do not
agree on everything, we are all indeed
Tufts students.
The need for a better politics is perhaps more critical now than ever before,
as the world is more divided than ever.
Stark differences in American values, lifestyles, ideals and beliefs continue to augment in numbers and degrees of complication, generation by generation. Division
is hard to avoid; it is increasingly tempting
to undermine each others’ interests and
prioritize our own, to attempt to dodge
strife with imperfect compromise and to
forget that we are all humans and students.

All too often, we classify ourselves first in
political frames of red and blue, taking
sides on a conflict and writing off alternative points without a glance. Obama’s
words are a national invitation, a reminder
that freedom does not have to come with
the costs of tensions and conflicts, which
threaten to stall the progress of our nation.
The first steps to a better politics are
to be open to different ideas and to focus
on one unified goal — a common thrust
for self-betterment, a future that does not
exclude anyone. For the past few months,
the aggressiveness of some activism campaigns on campus has reduced unpopular
viewpoints into murmurs in the background. Not all students are Charlie. Not
all students agree that Tufts should divest
from fossil fuel projects. Not all students
agree with the practicality and effectiveness of the “Black Lives Matter” marches. These opposing viewpoints are often
demonized.
The pressure to follow the conventional
movements on campus can counteract

the goals of better politics, which is meant
to be a platform for all dissenting voices
to be heard and, if possible, reconciled.
Discretion and self-judgments should
be exercised, since there is a thin line
between exercising one’s freedom (e.g.
freedom of speech) and becoming an
oppressor. A better politics reminds us to
make ourselves worthy of the freedom we
embrace, without taking it for granted or
marring its name.
It will be exciting and inspiring to see
the better politics practiced in the Tufts
community — a small bubble of onemile radius cramped with people carrying all types of personalities from all
walks of life. Respecting one another’s
interests and listening to all the voices
on campus is supporting humanity. The
last few words spoken in the State of the
Union should resonate with us, emphasizing our shared identity. In the words
of Rebekah Erler, “We are a strong, tightknit family who has made it through
some very, very hard times.”
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OFF THE HILL | PeNN State University

Why are textbooks so expensive?

by Boen Wang

The Daily Collegian

James Stewart died last month.
A former math professor at McMaster
University, Stewart is perhaps best known
to Penn State students as the author of the
textbook “Calculus.”
As of now, a new seventh edition copy
of Stewart’s “Calculus,” which is required
for Math 140 and 230, costs $231.92 on
Amazon (with free two-day shipping). A
used copy goes for a more reasonable $125
(plus four bucks for shipping), while renting
the book for the semester costs $58.49.
College Board estimates the average student at a four-year public college spends
$1,200 per year on books and supplies.
According to a study published by the
Government Accountability Office, the
price of new textbooks has increased 82
percent from 2002 to 2012, compared to
a 28 percent increase in overall consumer
prices over the same time period.
In response to rising textbook costs, some
students are giving up on them altogether.
A survey of over 2,000 college students
conducted by Student PIRGs (Public
Interest Research Groups) found that 65
percent of respondents “decided against
buying a textbook because it was too
expensive,” and 94 percent of students who
had “foregone purchasing a textbook were
concerned that doing so would hurt their
grade in a course.”
In light of all the evidence, a question that
should be familiar to anyone who walked
into the Penn State Bookstore arises: why
are textbooks so expensive?
“[P]rofessors assign specific editions
and just five publishers have a lock on the

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

[textbook] market,” said Ethan Senack, a
higher education advocate for US PIRG, in
an interview with online news outlet Attn.
“That means they’re able to drive up prices
without fear of market competitors.”
Publishers also release new editions of
textbooks every few years, rendering old
editions obsolete, regardless of whether or
not the updates are necessary.
“The subject of calculus did not change
much in the last hundred years,” said a
UCLA calculus professor in a CalPIRG
study. “[T]here are no reasons why the textbooks have to be updated every five years
or even more frequently.” (For the record,
the sixth edition of Stewart’s “Calculus” was
published in 2007, and the seventh in 2012.)
The professor continued: “New illustrations are sometimes added, exercises
are shuffled and so on, but these do not
substantially affect teaching/learning.
Textbook publishers produce new editions
solely as a means to sell more books and
make more profit.”
Thankfully, Penn State students have
several options to save money and stick it
to the publishers.
University Libraries offers a course
reserve service where students can check
out textbooks at no charge for two hours
at a time, available at Pattee Library in
addition to branch libraries like the
Engineering Library at Hammond Building
or the Physical and Mathematical Sciences
Library at Davey Lab.
Students can also request textbooks
using the Interlibrary Loan service.
It takes a few days for processes to
be requested, but students can keep
textbooks for months and renew them
several times.

As a result, I haven’t bought a single textbook in the past two semesters. In my naivete
I did buy a physics textbook my first semester, though I ended up dropping the class and
using the one on course reserve anyway.
Trekking to a branch library to do homework can get annoying, though it’s an
annoyance I’d gladly accept over forking
out whatever ungodly sum of money it
would take to even rent the material.
Besides, walking to the library is pretty
much my only source of exercise, and working in a library removes many opportunities for distraction.
Even if you don’t heed the above advice,
be sure to wait until classes actually start
before buying/renting textbooks. Professors
will usually give a spiel in the first class on
whether or not you actually need the textbook — Zachary Tseng’s sections of Math
251, for example, forgo the textbook entirely
and rely on material available online.
As the cost of higher education rises with
no end in sight (Penn State is the second
most expensive public school in the country, after the University of Pittsburgh), the
least students can do to save money is to try
to opt out of the publisher-rigged textbook
marketplace.
According to U.S. News & World Report,
publishers receive around 77 cents on the
dollar from textbook sales, with 12 cents
going to the authors.
James Stewart used his textbook profits
to build a five-story, 18,000 square foot private house in Toronto. Described in appearance by the Wall Street Journal as an “accordion in motion,” the house features “floorto-ceiling glass” and even comes with its
own concert hall.
The cost? $24 million.
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OFF the hill | University of houston

Prison inmates deserve equal protection against rape

by Trishna Buch
The Daily Cougar

Upon hearing the term “prison inmate,”
some people immediately think of murderers, child molesters and bank robbers. What many people fail or refuse to
realize is that these inmates are human.
Whether they are serving time for a
minor infraction such as shop-lifting,
or a major infraction such as murder —
they are human.
The question that arises is whether
or not these inmates deserve the same
rights as other individuals when it
comes to certain acts, such as rape.
According to the Houston Chronicle,
the problem of prison rape has been
ignored for a long time. Federal statistics show that around 216,000 inmates
— both adult and juvenile — are sexually assaulted each year.
The majority of these rapes are
committed by prison staffers, who are
mostly women, according to the U.S.
Department of Justice. The most vulnerable inmates include the mentally
ill, juveniles and LGBT people.
Although a law was passed by

Congress in 2003 to end the problem of
sexual assault behind bars, it had been
a topic of discussion for many years
prior. Attitudes toward this issue began
to change in the ’90s.
Staff-on-inmate sexual assault was
determined a criminal offense by over
half the states. In 1994, it was ruled
by the Supreme Court that reasonable
measures had not been taken by federal officials to protect a transgender
woman in Terre Haute, Ind. who was
repeatedly raped when sent to live with
the male inmate population.
The 2003 law’s requirements include
“increased training of staff about sex
abuse policies” and “screening new
inmates to determine if they’re likely to
commit sexual assault or be assaulted.”
Failure to abide by this law would result
in the loss of five percent of federal
funds received for prison operations.
For individuals like Jan Lastocy, who
served time for embezzlement and was
raped during her time in prison, the
law came as a blessing.
“I felt vindicated because I had been
fighting so hard, and for so long, to bring
attention to this issue and get justice for

myself and for all survivors,” Lastocy said.
Communications senior Marilyn Faz
said she strongly believes that all individuals — including prison inmates
— deserve equal rights.
“I guess what it comes down to is
just that rape is a serious issue; it’s an
absolutely heinous crime that no one
should have to endure,” Faz said. “It
doesn’t matter if someone is a prison
inmate or not, there should never be
any sort of tacit acceptance of rape.
You can’t pick and choose types of rape
to fight or what sort of victims/survivors to help.”
The problem that now arises is the
proposal that Senator John Cornyn of
Texas wants to introduce into the new
GOP-controlled Congress, a proposal
that will reduce the financial penalties
of failing to abide by this law.
There are a number of organizations
— such as the Rape, Abuse and Incest
National Network (RAINN) — who lauded Cornyn for his proposal, primarily
because they believe that prison officials will continue to work to protect
inmates against rape, even without the
financial penalties.

“There’s no desire to do anything less
than help victims,” said RAINN’s vice president of public policy Rebecca O’Connor.
It’s important to realize that prison
inmates deserve the same rights as people
who are not in prison. They should be
given equal rights, regardless of their position as an inmate.
Before this proposal is passed, it must
be made completely certain that the
inmates would still be protected from
sexual assault despite the reduction of the
financial penalties. If there is an inkling
of doubt, then proper measures must be
taken to tweak the proposal in order to
meet the best interests of all victims.
And, as always, the funds being provided
toward programs that help survivors of
rape and domestic violence should not be
tampered with in any way, shape or form.
This is a matter of utmost importance to
many individuals, including business management junior Justin Novosad.
“I support the funding of the grants,”
Novosad said. “I think that even though
the people end up in prison, they do not
deserve to go through something like rape.”
This proposal still needs a lot of discussion before it is passed or discarded.

off the hill | Columbia university

All doors shut to trans women
by Kay Gabriel

Columbia Daily Spectator

My senior year at Columbia
University I went everywhere in the
same hoodie and jeans. They hid my
body, mostly, and they were the only
clothes that didn’t feel either dangerous or wrong. When I graduated in
May 2013, any sense of accomplishment at finishing my B.A. felt puny
next to the enormity of my gender dysphoria and the terrified certainty that
at some point, I would know, surely
and without a doubt, I was a woman.
Living openly as a transsexual woman
would mean opening myself to violence, harassment, social rejection and
unemployability, and if I didn’t transition, I wasn’t going to survive at all.
Since then, I’ve managed to transition and gain access to the medical
services I need. I feel pretty lucky overall. But now that the dust has settled
around my gender explorations, I’ve
begun to wonder what I would have
done differently had I been in touch
with my womanhood earlier, when I
was applying to college. I can now see
that I would have both wanted and
benefited greatly from pursuing my
undergraduate degree at a women’s
college.
My reflection here indulges an

impossible dream, and not just because
of my own chronology of understanding my gender. The first women’s college in the U.S. to open its doors to
trans women was Mills College, which
changed its admissions policy in 2014;
Mount Holyoke College and Scripps
College followed suit soon after. Barnard
College has scheduled several community forums to address the issue of trans
admissions. However, President Spar’s
decision to restrict forum attendance
to only current Barnard students and
alumnae effectively bars trans women
like me from articulating our challenges
and needs to Barnard administrators
and trustees.
Cis women, trans men and trans
people who were assigned female at
birth and whose legal documentation
at the time of their applications to
Barnard designated them as female
may, de facto, apply to Barnard. Trans
people, including trans women whose
documentation lists their gender as
male, may not. Changing one’s documented gender is an expensive and
difficult process, which in many states
requires genital surgery that may be
inaccessible to a teenage trans girl for a
number of reasons. Without a policy in
place that would codify a trans woman’s
right to apply to Barnard regardless of
legal documentation, there is no guar-

antee that her application will even be
read; if she lists her legal gender on the
Common Application as male, she cannot submit her application to Barnard
at all. This is a result of logistical barriers rather than an explicit prohibition
on trans women’s applications, but the
effect is remarkable: Barnard has had
several trans men and transmasculine
alumni, but there is neither a single
known trans woman student at nor a
trans alumna of Barnard College.
The correction to this unjust and
inequitable state of affairs is simple:
In consultation with trans women,
including trans girls planning to apply
to college, Barnard should introduce
adjustments to its application that
would ask applicants to identify themselves as women, rather than intuiting
applicants’ genders from legal documentation. This solution requires no
soul-searching on the part of women’s
colleges as to the value of women-centered postsecondary education or the
definition of “woman”; it is as simple
as acknowledging the womanhood of
transgender women and the distinct
facts of the misogynist violence we
experience.
The presence of trans men and other
transmasculine-spectrum people who
currently apply to and attend women’s colleges raises difficult theoreti-

cal questions concerning who should
access women’s education. Barnard’s
peer institutions have set an unhelpful
precedent by allowing trans women’s
admissions at women’s colleges as part
of a larger policy of inviting applications from trans people of all identities. Whether or not Barnard decides
to welcome applications from all trans
students remains to be seen. However,
trans women, as targets of patriarchal
and misogynist violence, are more
urgently in need of access to women’s
educational spaces than trans people
who do not identify as women.
Unfortunately, I do not expect Barnard
administrators and trustees to listen to
the women whose categorical exclusion from their institution is in question. President Spar’s recent announcement that the community forums will
be open only to Barnard students and
alumnae all but ensures that trans
women will not be able to access these
spaces and directly address administrators concerning their own exclusion
from the college’s student body. Nor
has Barnard otherwise publicly invited
comments or consultations from trans
women, especially prospective applicants, on changing its admissions policies. If Barnard administrators truly
want to extend access to women of all
identities and backgrounds, they need
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Tufts places third at
home opener
by Phillip Goldberg
Contributing Writer

The men’s track and field
team started its new season strong at home with a
third place finish in the Tufts
Winter Invitational. The event,
held in Gantcher Center, featured 14 teams. Div. II teams
from UMass Lowell (160) and
Stonehill (145) finished first
and second, respectively, while
Tufts finished first out of all
Div. III teams with 92 points
for third place overall. The
Jumbos captured third easily,
with Keene State (54) finishing
a distant fourth.
The Jumbos were buoyed
by junior Veer Bhalla’s first
place finish in the 600-meter
(1:22.77). Bhalla is a returning All-American, along with
junior Alex Kasemir (1:24.90),
who placed fifth. First-year
Peter McCauley (1:25.14) and
senior Alex Sheltzer (1:25.79)
finished sixth and eighth,
respectively, to round out a
dominant middle-distance
performance for Tufts.
Returning
All-American
junior Mitchell Black (2:30.23)
secured another first place finish
for Tufts in the 1000 meter before
injuring his foot, while classmate Alex Apostolides (2:36.68)
finished eighth.
In his first official race for
the Jumbos, first-year Andrew
DiMaiti (50.79) won the 400meter dash, besting Regis
University’s Jeremy Israel
by 0.08 seconds. Yet another returning All-American,
junior Francis Goins (51.11),
placed third in the 400. The
Jumbos entered three 400meter relay teams and were
successful, finishing first,
fifth and sixth respectively.
Only the first place finish,
however, counted toward

the
Jumbos’
composite
score. DiMaiti replaced the
injured Black as the secondleg runner in the 4 x 400 relay
team, which placed first.
“I think I did OK,” DiMaiti
said. “I was pretty nervous for
it, but it’s a very solid squad,
so I didn’t have too much to
worry about.”
DiMaiti set a personal
record in the 400, but his true
goal for the season is to set
another personal record in the
400-meter hurdles, which he
labeled as his main event.
DiMaiti credits his teammates with helping him
adjust to the college competition level. Originally from
the Medford area, DiMaiti
ran against some of his new
teammates in high school,
a dynamic that he finds
especially amusing considering how friendly everyone
on the team is. Goins was
seeded higher than DiMaiti
and therefore had to run in
the first heat against more
experienced runners, while
DiMaiti ran in the second.
DiMaiti believes being in the
second heat allowed him to
run his race better, without
and worrying about someone
passing him from behind.
In longer events, junior
Michael Curley (8:45.86)
placed second in the 3,000,
junior
James
Traestor
(4:27.66) scored fourth in
the mile run and senior Nick
Guarnaccia (4:28.78) finished
sixth in the mile.
In the field events, returning NESCAC champions,
senior
co-captain
Brian
Williamson and junior Atticus
Swett continued the Jumbos’
success on the day. Williamson
threw 48’10” in the shot-put
see MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD, page 11

Tufts back to .500 following threegame winning streak
by ray paul biron
Assistant Sports Editor

The men’s basketball team
defeated Trinity College on
Saturday 59-55 to improve to
MEN’S BASKETBALL
(7-7 Overall, 3-0 NESCAC)
at Hartford, Conn., Saturday
Tufts
Trinity

29
31

30
24

—
—

59
55

at Amherst, Mass., Friday
Tufts
Amherst

38
24

42
29

— 80
— 53

7-7 on the season and increase
its current win streak to three.
Two sophomores, center Hunter
Sabety and guard Tarik Smith, led
the way with 14 points apiece.
This comes just a day after Tufts,
led by 18 points from Smith,
upset then-No. 25 Amherst
College 80-53.
The Trinity game was tight
from the opening tip-off to the
final buzzer, with both teams
vying to take control. In the
end there were 10 ties and nine
lead changes, with the Jumbos
taking the final advantage on
a jump shot by sophomore tricaptain forward Tom Palleschi.
Both the teams were equal on
the boards, with 32 rebounds
apiece and both almost identical in assists and turnovers.
Although the Jumbos only shot
14 percent from three (1-7),
they made up with a total field
goal percentage of 45.8, along
with shooting 14-15 from the
free throw line.
Despite a strong showing
from Trinity sophomore center
Ed Ogundeko, with 14 points
and seven rebounds, Smith
again stole the show, scor-

ing double digits for the third
straight game. Finishing with
14 points, four rebounds and
two assists, Smith provided
a jump-start to the Jumbo
offense.
The day before, Sabety and
Smith dominated Amherst in
different ways. Sabety scored
14 points and had four blocks,
helping give the Jumbos a
24-16 advantage on points in
the paint. Smith continued his
hot shooting by going 5-7 from
the field, including 2-3 from
behind the arc.
Over the win streak, he has
averaged over 17 points per
game on 72 percent shooting
from the field. Just a little over
a week ago he had been moved
to the bench.
“[Being taken out of the

ference play. Smith was moved
to the bench for the first time
this season before a game last
week against Middlebury. He
would go on to score 20 points
in 28 minutes on 7-9 shooting.
“[Smith has] done a great
job for us,” Sheldon said. “We
just wanted to get him back to
his roots of playing hard and
playing focused.”
Although Smith’s play has
helped boost Tufts to 3-0 in
NESCAC play, the combination of sophomore big men
Sabety and Palleschi has also
begun to pay off. Both Sabety
and Palleschi had phenomenal first-year campaigns; however, due to Palleschi’s heart
problems last season they
were not able to play together until this season. Initially,

Courtesy Anamaria Murphy

Sophomore center Hunter Sabety goes up for a layup in Tufts’ 88-69 win
over Regis on Nov. 19.
starting line-up] honestly put
on a chip on my shoulder,”
Smith said. “I got in the gym
a lot more and regained my
confidence.”
Coach Bob Sheldon made
the decision to tweak the lineup after going 4-7 in non-con-

there was speculation about
whether both big men could
play together, but the two have
thrived during the win streak.
“We both want to post-up,”
Sabety said. “In recent games
see MEN’S BASKETBALL, page 11

Men’s Swimming and Diving

Homestand at Hamilton Pool yields mixed results
by Maclyn Senear
Sports Editor

The men’s swimming team restarted
its 2014-2015 campaign this weekend
with its first and only homestand of
the season. Tufts lost 199-101 against
a strong MIT team on Saturday, then
defeated Wesleyan 174-108 on Sunday

before dropping the final meet to
Boston College by a score of 204.5163.5 on Tuesday night.
As a Div. I program, Boston College
has consistently provided Tufts with
a constructive midseason challenge
as the team gears up for the NESCAC
championships, typically held in late
February.

Ethan Chan / The Tufts Daily

First-year Matt Barickman and other competitors push off to start the 100m backstroke.

Despite the caliber of their competition, the Jumbos remained undaunted and came out strong in the early
events, with first-year Zachary Wallace
and junior tri-captain Michael Winget
nabbing two wins each. Wallace took
first in the 400 individual medley (IM)
and 200 IM, while Winget claimed the
100 and the 50 backstroke for Tufts.
Junior tri-captain Cam Simko also
placed first in the 500 freestyle, bringing Tufts’ win total to five on the night.
Simko went on to take second in the 200
free and third in the 100 free as well.
Tufts’ other top point-scorers at the
meet included first-year Morgan Ciliv,
who finished second in the 100 and 200
breaststrokes, and sophomore diver
Matt Rohrer, who finished second in
the one- and three-meter dives. Junior
Anthony DeBenedetto finished second
in the 200 butterfly and third in the 500
freestyle, while sophomore Jasper Du
took second in the 50 breaststroke and
third in the 100 breast behind Ciliv.
Sunday’s meet proved to be a much
different matchup. Tufts rebounded
from its loss to MIT on Saturday with
a dominating performance against
NESCAC foe Wesleyan on Sunday.
Although the Cardinals have generally been near the bottom of the conference in recent years, this meet gave
the Jumbo swimmers a chance to try
their “off events” in a less competitive

meet and bolstered their confidence as
they prepare for next month’s NESCAC
championships.
Eight different Jumbos took first in
at least one event as the team won nine
of the first 10 events to open the meet
before “exhibitioning” — ceding all
points while still competing — in the
remaining events.
Simko and Du led the team against
the Cardinals, with Simko winning the
50 and 1,000 freestyles and Du winning
the 200 breaststroke as well as swimming the breaststroke leg of the winning 200 medley relay team.
Other wins for Tufts included Winget’s
in the 100 backstroke, sophomore Luca
Guadagno’s in the 100 freestyle, Wallace’s
in the 200 backstroke and DeBenedetto’s
in the 200 free. To round out the Jumbos’
victories, Rohrer handily won both the
diving events.
Adding to the impressive nature
of the performance, the Jumbos displayed significant depth, adding second and third place finishes in a number of the events that they won. Firstyear Michael Brienza and Lorenzo Lau
notched runner-up finishes, as did
classmate James McElduff, who was a
consistent point-scorer over the three
meets, with several second place finishes across various freestyle events.
see MEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING, page 11
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Wanted
$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1,500/month for less
than 5 hours’ time.
Help families through California
Cryobank’s donor program.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.com
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Jumbos lose final home meet of the season
MEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING
continued from page 10

The MIT meet on Saturday
did not result in a win for
Tufts, but gave it yet another
opportunity to challenge itself
against top competition. Like
the BC meet, the MIT-Tufts
meet has been a good benchmark for Tufts to gauge the
success of their training as
they head into the latter part
of their season. And considering MIT’s recent No. 4 ranking
in Div. III swimming, a 199101 score is by no means cause
for alarm.
“We had just come back
from a pretty tough training
trip [as we went into Saturday’s
meet], so everyone was pretty
tired,” Du said. “But once we
got on deck, I’m proud of how
we showed a lot of energy and
swam hard in the pool and
cheered our teammates on
just as hard.”
The team went into the
weekend having just returned
from its annual winter break
training trip, where swimmers
had been mostly focusing on
their primary events, the ones
in which they will be competing at NESCACs.
Saturday’s meet also featured double wins for Simko
and Rohrer, with Simko taking first in his main events

— the 200 and 500 freestyles
— and Rohrer winning off
both boards.
Other notable performances
included second place finishes from first-years Panos
Skoufalos in the 50 free,
McElduff in the 1,000 free,
and Aaron Idelson in the onemeter event.
The fact that so many of
the Jumbos’ top performances
throughout the three meets
came from freshmen is not
only a positive indication of
the team’s future prospects,
but a sign that they are improving on a sharp curve from the
beginning of the season.
“The freshmen are a vital
part of the team both in and
out of the pool,” Simko said.
“The freshman class comes
in every year starry-eyed
and hungry to compete. The
class of 2018 in particular has
pushed the older classes to
work hard and kept up a competitive team atmosphere. 10
of them just got named a part
of our NESCAC team, so obviously they’ll have a big part in
how we finish the season.”
Tufts also celebrated Senior
Day on Saturday against MIT,
honoring the team’s three
seniors: tri-captain Mike
Napolitano, Sean Gunn, and
Josh Norville.

Ethan Chan / The Tufts Daily

Men’s swimming and diving lost to Boston College 163.5 to 204.5 after winning five events.
Just under a month remains
until NESCACs, and there
are only two meets left for
the team to hone its stroke.
According to Du, the team has
been preparing by fine-tuning
its racing in recent workouts.

“I’ve just been working on
endurance and making sure
my stroke count is correct
each lap,” said Du. “So I’m
just working on all the little things. Right now [we’re
doing] all the technical work

and all the race strategy, especially with pacing.”
Tufts will not return to
Hamilton Pool for any meets
for the duration of the season,
but the team will be in action
at Wheaton College this Saturday.

Tufts finishes first among Div. III competition at home meet
MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD
continued from page 10

for third and tossed the weight
47’9” for sixth in that event.
Williamson, a reigning twotime NESCAC shot-put champion, said this meet was primarily
about the team shaking off the
rust from vacation, despite his
setting a personal record in the
weight throw.
Williamson’s hope for this
season is that Tufts can threepeat as NESCAC champions.
“I was definitely happy about
[setting a personal record
(PR)] in weight,” Williamson
said. “It was maybe not as far
as I hoped, but it’s a PR so
you can’t be upset with that.
In terms of performances all
around on the team, everyone
seemed to be pretty close to
their PRs, which is great at this
point in the season. I don’t
think there were any earthshattering performances, but

everyone seemed close and
primed to go.”
Swett heaved 47’1” in the
weight throw, scoring eighth
for the Jumbos, and was only
.14 meters short of Worcester
State University’s Sam Weeks
for eighth place in the shotput. Junior Ifeoluwa Adebayo
(12.85m) just missed placing for
Tufts in the weight throw.
Sophomore Pietro Possenti
earned fifth place in the
pole-vault, clearing 13’7”.
First-year Linus Gordon long
jumped 5.84 meters, good
for 11th in his first meet as a
Jumbo. Gordon (1.78m) also
placed 12th in the high jump,
while junior Bryson HooverHankerson (1.83m) tied for
ninth in the high jump.
The Tufts Jumbos, twoyear reigning NESCAC champions, will go to the Bowdoin
Invitational this weekend to size
up against other NESCAC teams.

Annie Levine / The Tufts Daily

The Indoor Track and Field team hosted its first home invite of the spring season on Jan. 18, 2014 on the
Gantcher indoor track.

Jumbos top the NESCAC standings

MEN’S BASKETBALL
continued from page 10

we have started to run more
and space the floor better.
We have focused on working
the ball around the perimeter
and improving interior passing. We started the season slow
and are just trying to figure it
all out. We always knew we had
a lot of talent on the team and
we are finally starting to find
our roles.”
“If you look at last year’s
team, very few of these guys
have had time together, so it
took us awhile to get used to
each other, and I think it’s a
growing thing,” Sheldon said.

Evan Sayles / the tufts daily

Senior guard Ben Ferris moves around a WPI defender to shoot.

“Most of our core contributors are underclassmen, so the
future is looking bright.”
While the team has played
significantly better in recent
games, Sheldon has made it
clear that this trend is not due to
any significant changes in strategy or approach to the game.
“We have not changed anything,” Sheldon said. “One of
the things that we tell our guys
in the beginning of the year is
that you have to trust the process. We just got to get better
and better. We have tweaked
some things, but we have not
changed anything.”
Tufts will need to continue its

high level of play as it continues to face teams in one of the
toughest basketball conferences
in all of Div. III. Smith, however,
is confident that the adversity
the Jumbos have faced will only
prove to strengthen them in the
long run.
“It is unfortunate that we
lost a couple of close games
earlier this season,” Smith
said. “Those losses were tough,
but we play a tough schedule,
and [it] will help us prepare for
later on in the season.”
Tufts will look to extend its
streak to four against UMassBoston (9-7) at Cousens Gym
tonight at 7:00 pm.
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