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Three students hope to enter Deadliest shooting in American
TCU Senate presidential race history kills 33 at Virginia Tech
BY

LILLY RIBER

Daily Editorial Board

Three candidates will seek nominations
this morning to run for the position of TCU
Senate president for next year, initiating a
race that will culminate in an election April
25.
Sophomores Neil DiBiase and Jake
Maccoby, as well as junior Amanda
Richardson each intend to seek a nomination at a Senate meeting at 10 p.m. today in
Braker 222.
According to sophomore and Elections
Commission (ECOM) Chair Adam Weldai,
all three of the students will almost certainly
get nominated at the meeting. “The nomination process is very easy; there’s almost no
way that if you want to be nominated you
won’t get nominated,” he said.
After the meeting, there will be a question and answer session with the candidates. Weldai estimated that this will begin
at around 10:15 p.m.
This year’s candidates bring a wide range
of backgrounds and leadership experience
to the table.
DiBiase is currently the Senate’s Historian
and also serves as the Services Committee
chair and the Allocations Board chair. He
said that his work in Senate, which began
when he was a freshman, prompted him to
run for president.
“It’s not one of those things where from
day one I thought I’d be president,” he said.
“It just happened that this year I took a
lot more responsibility in Senate … I really

managed to see how the presidency works;
I got to know past presidents and through
that I realized that it was something I really
wanted to do.”
For Maccoby, on the other hand, next
semester will be his first on Senate. He
feels that, like current TCU President Mitch
Robinson, active participation in other
activities and organizations have prepared
him for the campaign. Robinson was also a
relative newcomer to the body before being
elected as its president, although he had
served as a senator for one semester.
“What Mitch brought and what I would
bring are experience and leadership qualities outside of the Senate,” he said.
This experience, he said, will come from
his involvement as a brother in Sigma Phi
Epsilon, his participation in on-campus theater events and the comedy group Major:
Undecided, and his work with the Tufts
chapter of Students for Barack Obama, of
which he will soon become the leader.
Maccoby, who is also a member of the
Daily editorial board, said that he was
prompted by peer encouragement.
“People said they thought this would
be something I should do,” he said. “Then
once I started actually considering the idea,
I thought about some things that I really
thought needed to be done and I thought I
could bring new ideas to the debate and to
the race.”
Though both Maccoby and DiBiase would
serve as president as juniors if elected, this is
see ELECTIONS, page 4

BY GIOVANNI RUSSONELLO
AND ROB SILVERBLATT

Daily Editorial Board

At least 33 people were killed and more
than 15 people were injured yesterday at
Virginia Polytechnic Institute in the deadliest
shooting spree in American history.
Two separate shooting incidents occurred
yesterday morning, the first in a residence
hall and the second in an academic building,
according to CNN.
Police received an initial emergency
911 call at 7:15 a.m. from the West Ambler
Johnston residence hall, where two were
left dead after a shooting. About two hours
later, while officials were investigating the
first murders, there was a second shooting at
Norris Hall, a science and engineering building on the opposite end of Virginia Tech’s
2,600-acre campus. The second shooting
spree left 31 dead, including the gunman,
who reportedly killed himself.
While the events were unfolding, conflicting reports reached students on the campus.
“At first we were getting news that it was
two shooters,” Virginia Tech freshman Adwoa
Baah-Dwomoh told the Daily at about 5:40
p.m. yesterday. “And then they were saying
that it was just one shooter, but now while
watching the news they’re thinking that it
was two separate shooters who were working
together.”
At press time, reports indicated that there
was only one gunman.
In the hours after the massacre, reports

indicated that some victims were lined up
and shot, while others crouched on floors for
cover. Some even jumped from windows to
escape, according to The New York Times.
“My friend actually saw ... people jumping
from the buildings,” Baah-Dwomoh said.
“Everybody’s in shock,” she said. “Virginia
Tech is such a safe campus that nobody
expected any of this to ever happen.”
Tufts’ Dean of Student Affairs Bruce
Reitman said that as a campus administrator, the event struck close to home.
“It’s the most horrific situation you could
ever imagine at a college. You just look at the
buildings at Virginia Tech, and you see that
they look a little bit like some of our residence
halls and you say, ‘Oh my God, could you
even imagine?’”
Reitman said that Tufts has “as good a
[security] system as anybody,” but that sometimes good security is not enough.
“It’s a scary and shocking and sad statement about society, but we’re at a time where
there’s a lack of certainty,” he said.
Questions have been raised as to the
appropriateness of Virginia Tech’s response
to the initial shootings. According to CNN, a
campus-wide e-mail sent approximately two
hours after the first shooting urged students
to “be cautious” and to report “anything suspicious”; however, because officials allegedly
believed that the first shooting was an isolated incident, the university was not closed
and students were not evacuated.
More coverage of the shootings will follow
shortly in the Daily.

Relay for Life raises about
Faculty and students compete in a
$70,000 for cancer research Jumbo marathon in Beantown
BY

ASHLEY PANDYA

Daily Editorial Board

About 500 students participated in Tufts’ fifth annual Relay for Life, a 12-hour
walkathon that began on
Friday evening. The event,
which raised money for the
American Cancer Society, was
held in the Gantcher Center.
While official numbers
have not yet been calculated,
Tufts Relay for Life Tri-Chair
and sophomore Zach Parris
estimated that the event
brought in at least $69,800.
Individual participants raised
most of the money by getting
people to sponsor them, but
organizers also undertook
some fundraising projects.
“We should hit $70,000 by
the time we include money
from auctions and donations
that still might come in,”
Parris said.
On Friday, the event began
at 5 p.m. with a survivor’s
dinner. The relay itself started around an hour later and
lasted until 6 a.m.
Volunteers participated in
the relay in teams, usually
of around 10 to 12 people,
with at least one representative from each team walking
at any given time.
“Some 75 people stayed
all 12 hours, but around 500

people came throughout the
night,” Parris said.
When participants weren’t
walking, they spent their time
playing Twister, poker and
other games. They could also
buy snacks to raise money,
play volleyball or listen to
performances from student
groups.
Per for mers
included
Turbo, Spirit of Color (SOC),
Sarabande, the Tufts Garba
Team, the Burlesque Troupe,
standup
comedian
and
junior Jay Singh, singers
Jeff Remis and Elad Cohen,
both seniors, and the band
Weathervane Octane. “This
year, we featured more performance groups than ever
before,” Parris said.
The hour-long Luminaria
Ceremony, which honored
all people alive or dead who
have had cancer, was “one of
the more moving parts of the
evening,” according to senior
Robyn Yano, who was a member of the Relay’s organizing
committee.
During the ceremony, lights
were kept off and glow sticks
in paper bags were placed
around the track. Volunteers
were encouraged to decorate
the bags with the names of
loved ones who have been
see RELAY, page 2
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Members of Tufts’ marathon team compete in yesterday’s event despite poor weather.
BY

KAT SCHMIDT

Daily Editorial Board

Runners from around the
world competed in the 111th
annual Boston Marathon yesterday, with Kenyan Robert
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Students take advantage of
their spring breaks to do
research in Beirut.

Safe Colleges Conference
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Cheruiyot clocking in at 2:14:13
to win the 26.2-mile race for
the second time.
After they made their way to
the finish line in Copley Square,
the Daily caught up with some
Jumbo marathoners who were

wrapped in blankets due to the
windy weather.
Un i v e r s i t y
Pre s i d e n t
Lawrence Bacow, who finished
in 5:03:22, said in an e-mail to
see MARATHON, page 2
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WORLD IN BRIEF

Tufts ECO holds rally to raise awareness about climate change

AL-SADR BACKERS PULL OUT OF
IRAQI GOVERNMENT

Tufts’ Environmental Consciousness
Outreach (ECO) organized a rally on
Saturday as part of the nationwide Step
It Up 2007 campaign, which aims to
reduce carbon emissions by 80 percent
by 2050.
The Tufts rally, which took place on
the Res Quad, was one of over 1,300
throughout the country and featured
a speech by senior Eric Misbach, a performance by Tufts student band The
House of Representatives, and free Ben
& Jerry’s ice cream. Approximately 100
people attended, according to senior
and ECO officer Amanda Fencl.
The goal of the rallies was to encourage members of Congress to take action
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Step It Up’s leaders will inform politicians of the rallies through a report that
will contain information about all of the
local efforts.
“The Step It Up campaign was basically trying to show Congress that it has
to be accountable to its constituents,”
Fencl said.

Anti-American Shiite cleric Muqtada alSadr ordered his ministers to withdraw from
the Iraqi government on Monday and allow
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki to select independent ministers, a decision that’s likely to
complicate U.S. efforts to impose security on
Baghdad.
With no ministers in the government, analysts said, al-Sadr can openly oppose the U.S.
presence and criticize al-Maliki’s government
as an American pawn, while holding onto his
political power with the largest bloc of legislators in the Shiite United Iraqi Alliance.
Al-Sadr’s followers have grown frustrated
with his orders to lie low as U.S. forces enter
al-Sadr-controlled neighborhoods with virtually no resistance. Many have voiced frustration
that they can’t react as car bombs and suicide
bombings in Shiite areas have killed hundreds
in the two months since the Baghdad security
plan began.
On Monday, at least 26 people were killed
in Baghdad in car bombings and mortar
attacks largely against targets in Shiite neighborhoods. Since the plan got under way,
bombings have rocked the Shiite cities of Hilla
and Karbala as well.

RELAY
continued from page 1

The governor of St. Petersburg has ordered
a probe into human rights violations at a 500person opposition rally in Russia’s secondlargest city Sunday, the press office of the city
government said Monday.
The St. Petersburg authorities allowed the
opposition to hold their March of Dissent rally
Sunday but banned the protesters’ plans to
march afterwards. After the rally, most demonstrators went to a nearby metro station,
but some participants tried to break through
a police cordon, which sparked clashes.
During the clashes between the protesters and the police, about 120 people were
detained, a spokesman for the city’s interior
department said Sunday.
Matviyenko also ordered the police to
investigate carefully the abuse of the rights of
journalists covering the rally, the press service
said.

affected by cancer.
Amidst all the fun and games, this
ceremony provided a solemn reminder of the purpose of the event. “The
Luminaria reminds us why we are
doing the Relay for Life,” Yano said.
“It is a time for reflection and a way
for people to bring the fight for cancer
to a more personal level,” Luminaria
Chair and junior Yuna Park said.
Many new faces were involved in
the preparation for this year’s relay,

She said that spreading awareness,
a goal of ECO, is instrumental in making change. The Step It Up rally was
one of multiple ECO events this month
aimed informing students about climate
change. ECO also hosted an Energy
Conference on April 6, which featured
a panel discussion of clean energy
options. “You need top down and bottom up approaches to fix problems like
this,” she said.
Freshman Martina Santarsieri said
that while she originally attended the
rally to see her friends’ band perform,
she was motivated by the efforts of her
peers.
“[I] heard [a] speech about the reasons they were doing it, and it was
really motivating,” she said. “It’s a great
way to get the word out to Congress
to show that this is an issue people
care about. It’s encouraging to see that
students at Tufts are putting forth an
effort too because we can really make a
difference.”
—by Jenna Nissan

according to Parris, who said the
event went particularly well considering that the organizing committee
had little experience.
“Overall, I think we were very successful this year,” he said. “Although
we raised about $4,000 less than last
year, this year’s committee has very
little experience. Out of the 20 members, 18 are new.”
Tufts’ liaison from the American
Cancer Society was also new this
year, leaving the group with only two
members who had previously been

involved with planning a Relay.
“We didn’t have a lot of guidance on
so many aspects of the project, like
food, donations and publicity,” Parris
said. “Given the circumstances, I’m
very pleased with our outcome.”
Yano, who referred to herself as “the
grandma of the bunch,” was one of
the two returning committee members. “Everyone on the committee was
so young and excited,” she said. “I was
never worried about how it would go,
because everyone was so enthusiastic
and so invested in the issue.”

Leg cramps make marathon difficult for some Jumbos
MARATHON
continued from page 1

the Daily that it was his impression
that Tufts runners handled the difficult
weather conditions well.
“It was quite windy with the wind
right on our nose and we had to contend with rain for the first half of the
race. That said, conditions were a lot
better than [the] forecast,” he said.
Bacow, who was running his third
consecutive marathon, said that all
Tufts competitors that he saw finished
the race.

TRAFFIC CHAOS NO LONGER
CHEAP
Traffic laws in India are becoming stricter.
Under a new Indian high court ruling, the
minimum fine for a traffic violation jumped
Monday from an affordable $2.25 to a more
worrisome $14. The ruling also added a host
of new violations. Tinted windows and talking on a cell phone were banned, as was
smoking by drivers. Each time a driver is
caught in an offense, the scofflaw’s license
is punched with a small hole. Five holes and
the license is revoked.
In a city where the Indian Institute of Road
Traffic Education estimates the number of
daily traffic offenses at 146 million, enforcement is a challenge. But last week, the city’s
once despairing traffic police were giving it a
try.
Last week’s crackdown — 7,381 tickets
written, $70,000 in fines issued, 445 vehicles
impounded last Monday alone, according
to police — has thrown a scare into at least
some of the city’s once unconcerned traffic
law violators.
Shyam Bir, 38, said that the old $2.25
fine wasn’t much of a deterrent, particularly
as most police officers he ran across were
happy to pocket half that much in exchange
for not writing a ticket. But now, faced with
fines six times higher, “we have to think 10
times before we do something wrong,” he
said.

“Once you’ve done it, you
realize what a grueling
journey of the soul it is.”
Krysta Chauncey,
grad student and marathon
volunteer

Junior Mara Dodson was still brighteyed and felt “pretty good” after clocking 4:43:25 in the race. Rounding the
last corner and seeing the finish line
was the “best feeling of all,” she said.
Tufts parent Rob Bayless said that he
had never finished a marathon before,
but his son, sophomore Robert Bayless,
ran the last six miles with him this year
to help him with the home stretch. “He
was very instrumental in pulling me
through,” the elder Bayless said. “It
went very well — I feel extremely tired

--Compiled from McClatchy Newspapers



The Kyoto Protocol, which came into
force in 2005, asked industrialized countries to reduce their emission of greenhouse gases by 5.2 percent compared to
the year 1990. They have until between
2008 and 2012 to do so.
According to Fencl, this would
amount to a 29 percent reduction in
greenhouse gas levels by 2010 compared to what would be expected without the Protocol. The United States is a
signatory to the Protocol, but has not
yet ratified it.
People involved in the Step It Up campaign feel that the Protocol does not do
enough to reduce environmental problems resulting from global warming.
“What we are asking as a Step It Up
movement is that Congress cut [emissions] by 80 percent. We feel that a [29]
percent cut isn’t going to do anything,”
she said.
Fencl said that Congress can help
make a bigger cut by putting laws into
place that hold businesses accountable
for their emissions.

Event successful despite organizers’ lack of experience

PROBE INTO HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS ORDERED

MARKETS
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and satisfied to have done it.”
Senior Katy Ansell was running her
second marathon and stopped to chat
briefly on the way to the Arlington T
stop, which is located close to the finish line. “The weather did improve a
lot. It was a lot better than I thought.”
She finished in 4:47:21. “My knee was
killing me, but it was worth it,” she
said.
Ben Mardell, also on his way to the
Arlington T stop, is one of three kindergarten teachers at Tufts’ Eliot-Pearson
Children’s School. The marathon training was a great experience, he said, but
“thank God it’s over.”
Krysta Chauncey, a psychology grad
student, turned out to volunteer at
the event. She said she’d never run the
Boston race, but had completed a marathon in Prague. “Once you’ve done it,
you realize what a grueling journey of
the soul it is,” she said, and she wanted
to help out others who were headed
down that path.
Steve Penrose, who graduated from
the Fletcher school in 1967, is a Dallas,
Texas resident caught off-guard by the
weather. “It’s bloody hell,” he said,
as the wind almost blew off his heat
blanket. The end stretch was deadly,
he said, and he finished in 5:17:05. “I
could barely move,” he said.
Two-time marathoner Lisa Freeman,
who was resting inside the Copley
Marriott, is a Jumbo three times over:
she finished her term as an undergrad
in 1986, graduated from the Cummings
School of Veterinary Medicine in 1991,
and the Friedman School of Nutrition

in 1996. She now teaches at the
Cummings School.
“The first [marathon] was raising
money for nutrition research, so it
seemed like I should be putting my
money where my mouth is,” she said.
Fellow marathoners and seniors
Ronak Parikh and Will Chester waited
for the Tufts bus back to campus with
other Jumbos outside of the Copley
Marriott.
Asked about the race itself, they
said leg cramps were the toughest
part, though they tried to preventively
hydrate themselves ahead of time.
They said that Heartbreak Hill, the
final, notorious hill in the last threequarters of the race, wouldn’t have been
so bad if it were not for the cramping.
“Because the cramping started before
the hill, it was heartbreaking,” Chester
said.
Parikh said he found a second wind
in the final stretch of the race. “I just
got this huge adrenaline rush. I didn’t
feel any pain,” he said.
Chester didn’t have the same reaction, and was counting down the seconds until it was over. “I figured, it
can’t be more than a minute left,” he
said.
Asked if they’d take on another marathon, the answer was a resounding
“no.” “Maybe if you asked me in like, a
month,” Parikh said.
“I feel like you only have a certain
number of marathons in you,” Chester
said. “I just filled my quota.”
—Rob Silverblatt contributed reporting to this article.
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NIMEP trip finds that Beirut isn’t always
about ping pong balls and plastic cups
BY

COREY BRISKIN

Driven to desperation: A
return to KFC

Contributing Writer

While many Jumbos were lying on
beaches or vacationing over spring
break, nine Tufts students were traveling for a very different reason.
The trip, organized by New Initiative
for Middle Eastern Peace (NIMEP), an
initiative of the Institute of Global
Leadership (IGL), sent students to
Beirut, Lebanon to complete research
projects about the political and cultural situation there.
Co-chaired by seniors Alex Zerden
and Rachel Leven, the trip was one of
many that NIMEP organizes to different parts of the Middle East that are
intended to immerse participants in
Middle Eastern culture.
In the past, NIMEP has led trips
to Israel and the West Bank, Iran and
Egypt.
“There are trips every year that contribute to dialogue on campus,” Leven
said.
She added that this year was particularly difficult due to the increased
level of security.
“The trip was originally planned for
winter break, but [the situation] was
deemed too dangerous,” she said.
When NIMEP was given clearance
to reschedule the trip for spring break,
its members had to take certain precautionary measures.
“[NIMEP] created an evacuation
contingency plan and bought visas to
Syria just in case there was a problem
in Lebanon,” Zerden said. “[NIMEP]
also provided the group with security
contacts, such as the U.S. Embassy and
the American University of Beirut.”

Y

RACHEL BARBARISI

Anyone who wanders around the
upstairs of the campus center looking for a place to study might have
noticed the large, rectangular blue
and yellow sticker on the door of
the Tufts Election Commission office
boldly announcing, “Adam Weldai,
Malden School Council, Ward 5.”
Inside the office, an affable and
exuberant young man adjusts his
glasses. “I’m a talker,” he says. “And

Chicken. It was the first time
I’d seen one in Paris and I was

me well, this would be a surprise, as I haven’t
eaten at KFC in over 12 years and profess an
ardent hatred for the place.

COURTESY TIM FITZSIMONS

A group of Tufts students interviews U.S. Ambassador to Lebanon Jeffrey Feltman, graduate of the Fletcher School, in Beirut, Lebanon. Feltman was one of many important political
and cultural figures the group met during their NIMEP-sponsored trip.
The nine students who traveled to
Lebanon each drafted a 25-page preliminary research proposal that was
reviewed by IGL Director Sherman
Teichman.
Of the proposal submissions,
Teichman chose the most compelling
ones for students to complete during
the trip.
During the trip, participants
researched their respective topics by
asking specific questions during their
meetings with high-ranking political
figures and academics.

Unaza Khan, a senior majoring in
international relations and Middle
Eastern studies, chose to look at Syrian
influence on Lebanon after Syria’s
withdrawal from the country in 2005.
“Lebanon is internally complex
with international factors,” Khan said.
“[Researching] gave me a more handson experience that is not available in
books. It all became so much more
real and tangible.”
Zerden agreed with Khan’s sentisee LEBANON, page 4

From the classroom to the school committee,
Weldai looks to jumpstart an educational career
Contributing Writer

esterday, I went to Kentucky Fried

strangely drawn to it. For anyone who knows

IN OUR MIDST

BY

ADAM WINOGRAD | EIFFEL THOUGHTS

all my friends know it.”
While most Jumbos begin their
careers after they don their caps and
gowns in May and enter the real world,
sophomore Adam Weldai is getting a
head start this spring.
Weldai is running for a seat on
the Malden School Committee, and
if elected, he will be the youngest
person in Malden history to fill the
position.
Malden, a nearby city with a population of approximately 56,000, is
Weldai’s hometown, and he hopes to

COURTESY ADAM WELDAI

Though only a sophomore at Tufts, Adam Weldai is running for a seat on the school committee in Malden, Mass. If he wins, Weldai will become the youngest person in Malden’s
history to have held the position.

continue his career there after graduation.
An American studies major, Weldai
plans to earn his masters degree in
education and to become a teacher in
the Malden school district.
“I would like nothing more than to
go back to Malden to teach,” Weldai
said. “My goal is to win and serve for
four years, but my end goal is to start
teaching. Being elected to the committee would be a reintroduction to
the school system that I will hopefully
be working in a few years from now.”
Weldai said his career plan is anything but typical.
“A lot of people take the road of
teaching, retiring, and then running
for school committee,” he said. “I just
decided to do it all backwards.”
Weldai, who attended Malden High
School, served on the Malden School
Committee as its high school representative. He was consecutively voted
in all four years by about 1700 students.
“When I ran for high school representative, the position had just been
created,” he said. “It was an incredible introduction to what goes on
behind the scenes.”
This time around, Weldai would be
representing a much larger and more
diverse constituency.
“There are about 3,000 people in
the district I’ll be running in. It may
be a lot harder to convince the community than it was the students, but it
may also be a lot more fun,” he said.
The Committee includes a total of
eight representatives for each of the
eight Malden wards, one student representative from Malden High School,
see WELDAI, page 4

What happened 12 years ago? All I remember is a hazy blur of lots of popcorn chicken,
food poisoning, and subsequent hours of
vomiting and illness. The concept of popcorn chicken is pretty disgusting to begin
with: irregularly-shaped and probably leftover scraps of chicken deep fried to a crisp
and served in a popcorn-style bucket for easy
snacking. But I was kid, and that sounded
cool to me.
After that incident I swore never to eat at
KFC again, and I’d kept my vow until now.
Just driving by one and smelling that distinct,
vaguely chemical fried stink was enough to
bring back the painful memories. And I’d
heard similar stories from my friends.
That’s why I felt a little guilty and hypocritical when I somehow found myself in
line there yesterday. Still, I was starving and
needed a quick meal. And that’s why I was
there: The French don’t really understand the
concept of quick meals or snacking.
I witnessed this firsthand when I ate dinner with my host family. French dinners tend
to follow a long, elaborate protocol. After
aperitifs in the salon, we moved to the dining room, where we had entrees (appetizers),
the main course (almost always meat and
a simple vegetable), then afterward salad, a
cheese plate, dessert and a return to the salon
for coffee.
Couple this with weird rituals like required
alternating man-woman seating arrangements and the inefficient practice of not passing the food around in a circle but rather
from oldest to youngest, and the whole thing
becomes a multiple hour affair.
I’m not saying this is a bad system. The
preservation of the family meal in France
surely helps to maintain strong family bonds.
I know in my family, a three-hour dinner
would seem absurd — we’re more likely to
eat standing up or in front of the television.
The French family meal also curbs snacking
and overeating by spreading the meal time
over an extended period of smaller, controlled
portions.
Of course, you can escape the protracted
family meal by going out to a restaurant,
but even at restaurants you typically have
three courses plus pre- and post-meal drinks.
Couple this with sometimes lackluster service
(French waiters are paid on salary and don’t
rely on tips for livelihood), and a meal quickly
consumes your day.
Even to get a coffee in the morning you
have to sit down at a café and wait. It’s nice
if you have the time, but sometimes you
just need to get it and go, and that’s why the
French are finally embracing the convenience
of Starbucks.
And if it’s a snack you want, you’re pretty
much restricted to a crepe or a sandwich.
This doesn’t sound so bad at first until you
realize how limited the French definition of
a sandwich is. Bread, ham, cheese. Bread,
tomato, mayonnaise-soaked chicken. That
about sums up the selection.
I know there is something to be said for
simplicity in a sandwich, but sometimes
you just want a whole lot of crap on your
sandwich. Anyone at Tufts who enjoys Tasty
see WINOGRAD, page 4
Adam Winograd is a junior majoring in
international relations. He can be reached
at adam.winograd@tufts.edu.
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Between homework and running for public office, Weldai finds time to relax
WELDAI
continued from page 3

and the mayor, who serves
as committee chair. Weldai’s
opponents
include
Lisa
D’Arcangelo, a parent, cosmetologist and new resident
of Malden, and Rob Demarco,
also a parent and a lawyer
practicing in Malden.
“Since I served on the committee for four years, even
though I’m the youngest person running I’m technically
the most experienced,” Weldai
said.
Weldai explained that his
perspective, having been a
high school student just two
years ago, makes him a good
fit for the position.
“I think I’m best suited to
represent the community’s
needs and the school district
in times of education and
change,” he said. “Most of the
committee is in their forties,
so I would bring not only a
youthful perspective, but also
the educator perspective.”
According to Weldai, the
current committee lacks this
perspective.
“Right now serving on the
committee we have lawyers,
insurance workers, people
who work at the YMCA, but
no teachers or students other
than the one student representative,” he said. “It would
be nice to see the students
and teachers have more of an
influence on the committee

work.”
Weldai said Malden’s attitude toward education sets it
apart from other towns and
cities in the area.
“Malden is an incredibly
innovative and civil minded
city,” he said.
According to Weldai, the
Malden School system, which
includes a total of six separate
schools, is one of the few Boston
school systems experimenting
with an extended day program.
The program, which keeps
students in the school for
another hour and a half to
hour and 45 minutes per day,
will be at the top of the committee’s agenda this year.
Weldai said the extended day
program is, “a great idea,” as
it keeps students safe as they
learn and engage in enrichment activities.
He said it also and allows
the district to better compensate its teachers.
“In grades K through four,
they do a great job of keeping
the kids engaged in a nonstressful way,” he said. “And in
grades five through eight, it’s
a great preparatory stage for
kids about to enter high school
because high school days are
long days. Maybe you’re not in
the classroom all the time, but
they’re definitely longer and
more stressful.”
Currently, only one of
Malden’s schools is trying out
the extended day program.

Weldai said that, if elected,
he would work hard to institute the program in all five of
Malden’s K-8 schools.
Also high on the committee’s
agenda are the annual budget and student safety issues.
According to Weldai, the annual budget is “always a grab bag
because there’s always a budget crisis going on,” he said.
At the same time, the city has
had to address safety issues,
including problems with gang
violence and students wearing
their gang colors.
“[Safety issues have] become
an increasing concern for the
police department and school
committee members,” he said.
Yet Weldai feels confident
that he possesses the skills
and knowledge to battle each
of these issues.
“I have a lot of knowledge
of how school budgets work,
and I follow very closely
the trends and direction of
where extended day is going
in the Massachusetts State
Legislature,” he said. “I also
still have a good rapport with
people in the school system
and I would love to help bridge
the gap and increase communications between the school
and the parents.”
Weldai has been busy gaining experience both inside and
outside the classroom that will
help prepare him for a future
as a hopeful committee member and educator.

At Tufts, Weldai is the
chair of the Tufts Election
Commission, a Hillel board
member and a scholar at the
Tisch College of Citizenship
and Public Service. In the
Malden community, Weldai
works as a substitute teacher at the Salemwood School,
and with the Parent Teacher
Organization at the Forestdale
School, both in the Malden
School District.
Weldai also works with the
Partnership for Community
Schools in Malden to help
create after school and summer programs, and with the
Medford public schools Early
Childhood Department, where
he is helping create a community resource guide.
While Malden and Tufts may
seem to be two very different
environments, Weldai asserts
that there’s a much stronger
connection between the two
than the average Jumbo might
think.
The Tufts education department’s graduate program
sends a number of student
teachers and engineering fellows to Malden each year.
It was this program that first
introduced Weldai to Tufts,
through the Tufts student
teachers in his 10th-grade biology and world history classes.
“Tufts really became my
home because of that program,” Weldai said. “My first
visit here was through the

supervisor of those student
teachers, and she introduced
me to my current advisor.”
Malden also works with
other academic institutions,
such as Lesley University,
Antioch College and Tri-Tech ,
exposing students to the college environment from an
early age.
“Just like at Tufts, Malden
is very civic minded and
focused on active citizenship
and civic engagement,” Weldai
said. “You don’t often see that
within public school systems
nowadays.”
Though being elected would
put Weldai in his first public
office at an incredibly young
age, Weldai said his new position would not be the start of a
career in politics.
“People who know me know
that my real passion is education and education policy,” he
said. “I love that stuff. Politics
is an incredible hobby and it’s
a lot of fun to watch and follow, but I’m not running for
school committee as a political springboard.”
So how does Weldai have
time to complete his class
work, his extracurricular activities, and embark on a new
career as a Malden school
committee member?
“I don’t really know!” he
said. “Somehow you find a way
to make it all work, and you
still have time to watch ‘Law &
Order’ at the end of the day.”

Cultural exchange continues after
NIMEP trip participants return

Winograd escapes a KFC excursion
with an empty stomach and his pride

LEBANON

WINOGRAD

continued from page 3

ment, and stressed NIMEP’s contribution to the group’s success.
“We had access and ability to interact with people that were incredibly
unique,” Zerden said.
Zerden said that his interactions
with the students at the American
University of Beirut were particularly
meaningful.
“Interacting with other college
students allowed us to see Lebanon
through their eyes,” Zerden said.
“We met with the next generation in
Lebanon that is the same age as we
are.”
Leven said she enjoyed meeting
students in Lebanon because they
contributed to her balanced view of
Lebanon’s deeply divided government.
The group was also able to meet
with Lebanese Prime Minister Fouad
Siniora and a Hezbollah spokesperson, whose opposing opinion provided the group with a sense of Lebanon’s
deep sectarian rifts.
“We don’t support [those] views,
but we try to engage a variety of different people,” Zerden added.
According to Zerden and Leven,
there is a misconception that NIMEP’s
initiatives have political agendas that
reflect the views of its members. The
group aims to dispel this misapprehension by stressing that its mission
in Lebanon was strictly researchbased.
“We’re here as a research institute,”
Zerden said. “We don’t have any political motivations.”
The research projects were presented on April 10 at a presentation
entitled “Back from Beirut: NIMEP in
Lebanon.”
One of the projects presented at
the event was a documentary video
filmed by freshman Tim Fitzsimons,
who was also responsible for photographing the trip and who is a photographer for the Daily.
Another participant, senior Kelli
Harrison, researched education in
Lebanon. Harrison found that responsibility for schooling there rested primarily with religion, until laws implementing and unifying public school-

ing were passed and national exams
were established.
She said that schools there are “less
focused on actually integrating students” than schools here.
“[There is] less social integration
based on who they might interact
with in their daily lives,” Harrison
said.
She concluded with a recommendation that Lebanese students should
interact with students in other sects,
and that school systems should have
unified textbooks and new busing
routes to facilitate integration.
Senior Deb Weiner researched
identity formation in Lebanon. She
assessed the workings of Lebanon’s
domestic governance and studied
whether or not the country displays
the characteristics of a nation.
Weiner found that Lebanon blurs
the distinctions between state and
nation building.
“I’m trying to discover the difference between nation building and
state building, and Lebanon is an
example of how complicated that
question is,” Weiner said.
The level of enthusiasm was high
among the participants at the presentation; they felt the trip had impacted
each of them profoundly.
“Seeing refugee camps and talking
to refugees in the Southern suburbs
made it all so emotional,” Khan said.
“I am so thankful for this opportunity
to do research abroad.”
According to Zerden, the trip was
valuable for the people the group met
in Lebanon as well.
“People are incredibly excited to
talk to American students, and many
of them have a political message they
want to sell,” Zerden said. While the
group provided a forum for dialogue
and engagement in the region, it did
not promote any political agenda or
advocacy.
The experience did not conclude
upon the group’s return to Tufts, however. Leven is excited to sustain the
dialogue she began with some of the
students she met in Beirut.
“We still write follow-up e-mails
and communicate over Facebook,”
she said. “This way we can continue
to share our thoughts.”

continued from page 3

Gourmet knows the virtue of this method.
Of course the one topping I don’t want on
my sandwich — mayonnaise — is the one
thing I can’t seem to escape. Before I came to
Paris, mayonnaise was a condiment I avoided
at all costs (people tend to either love it or
hate it), but it’s so ubiquitous here that I just
have to bear it. If the sandwich isn’t soaked
in mayonnaise, then it’s usually lined with 15
pats of unmelted butter.
I don’t quite understand the logic of all this;
I suppose the French think that an excess
amount of mayonnaise or butter makes anything taste better, in the same way that I think
a dose of hot sauce makes anything taste better. But hot sauce doesn’t go straight to your
arteries, at least to my knowledge.
All of my discontentment with the snail’s
pace of French food, its penchant for ingredient minimalism, and its dire lack of snacking
options must have culminated at once to have
caused me return to my former enemy KFC.
But there I was, salivating for the Colonel’s
finger-licking goodness.

I ordered some type of huge chicken sandwich which came with cheese, lettuce, tomatoes and oddly, some type of fried hash brown
disc on top of it all. It was exactly the gluttonous, topping-heavy sandwich I was looking
for.
Oh, and don’t forget the large jalapeno
poppers I also ordered, another American
novelty I hadn’t seen anywhere else.
I got it to go and took my treats to eat at a
park a few blocks away. But when I greedily
opened the bag, I realized I had been given
the wrong order. The idiocy of foodservice
workers is universal, I suppose.
Instead of my sandwich and poppers, I had
been given a big box of chicken wings and
stale fries. It wasn’t finger-licking good; it was
middle-finger inducing. As images of phantom, putrid popcorn chicken pieces danced
in my brain, I became angry and nauseous. I
was hungry, but it wasn’t worth it to break my
decade-long embargo of KFC for this.
I threw the offending chicken in a trashcan
and headed down the street for a good old
mayonnaise sandwich — the streak still alive
and my dignity intact.

Two presidential debates on horizon
ELECTIONS
continued from page 1

not unprecedented.
Chike Aguh (LA ’05), who served as president in 2003-4 and Dave Baumwoll (LA ’06),
who served as president in 2004-5, were
both juniors while in office.
Richardson, if elected, will serve as a
senior.She could not be reached for comment yesterday, but her campaign manager, Jennifer Bailey, a sophomore recently
elected to the Senate, said that Richardson’s
experiences both with and outside of student government have qualified her for the
job.
“She’s had a ton of experience in other
student organizations,” said Bailey, who
named the Leonard Carmichael Society
and the Pan-African Alliance as examples of
groups with which Richardson is involved.
Richardson is also currently the chair of the
Senate’s Education Committee.
In terms of campaign platforms, DiBiase
aims to ensure that the Senate meets the
needs of students.
As such, he wants to extend “programming akin to Fall Ball, Winter Bash, and
Senior Pub Nights,” according to according

to a press release sent to the Daily by junior
and current Senate Treasurer Evan Dreifuss,
who manages DiBiase’s campaign.
For students involved in on-campus
activities, DiBiase also wants to expand
access to the Senate through the creation of
a liaison program that would link senators
with student organizations.
Maccoby cited minor changes which he
believes would make a big difference in the
lives of Tufts students. The creation of a new
communications major and the strengthening of student-alumni connections are
some of his goals.
“A lot of things that need to be done are
things that are common sense issues and
things that really just take perseverance to
get done,” Maccoby said.
According to Bailey, Richardson’s campaign will focus on “moving Tufts forward.”
Bailey cited improving the Career Service’s
Web site and making the off-campus housing database more accessible as two of
Richardson’s goals.
Following today’s nominations, the
Elections Commission will hold two presidential debates, which are scheduled for
April 19 and 23, according to Weldai.
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Museum of Fine Arts Thesis Exhibition brings an
overwhelmingly wide range of art to Aidekman
BY SARAH

COWAN

April 14, 2007: Rjd2

Daily Editorial Board

W

In a university gallery, it may be
impressive to exhibit famous pieces by
prestigious artists, but when a gallery

MFA Thesis Exhibition
At the Tisch Gallery, through April 22
Aidekman Arts Center
40R Talbot Avenue
617-627-3518
displays student work, it fits in with its
environment, offering encouragement
to the rest of the campus. Until April
22, the second exhibit of the ongoing
MFA thesis series will be at the Tufts
University Art Gallery in Aidekman
Arts Center. Here a variety of mediums
and styles come together in a show,
as part of the joint degree program of
Tufts and the School of the Museum
of Fine Arts, Boston (SMFA). Graduate
students with different concepts, philosophies and techniques foster an
unlikely, loose dialogue within the
intimate space of the gallery.
A large painted wall at the front of
the gallery reads “11,” and includes
artists Lucy Beecher, Scott Cartwright,
François-Xavier DeCosterd, Emily
Diehl, Thomas Doran, Kyna Jones,
Sara Jones, Justin Life, Dawit Petros,

hip-hop producers of the

form a live band, the first thing I thought of
was how goofy Michael Jordan looked in his
White Sox uniform.

COURTESY JUSTIN LIFE

Justin Life’s “Dec 7, 2060, 6:30 AM (Mural Study I)” (2006) is one work featured in the
SMFA Thesis Exhibition at the Tisch Gallery through April 22.
Keith Sullivan and Benjamin Tiven.
Incorporating so many artists under
a single banner of a graduating class
is a huge task. The transition between
works can lead to some comparisons
that are made simply because of the

pieces’ arrangement, so that once you
have understood one artist, the task
is to make a mental leap to the next
theme.
see THESIS, page 7

Play hits ‘Home,’ examines gender, religion and family
Safe Colleges Conference brings Queer Soup’s drama on transgender identity to Hotung
NAOMI BRYANT

Daily Editorial Staff

This Saturday, an original and
unorthodox show will call Hotung Café
“Home.” As a part of Safe Colleges
Conference, “Home” will examine

Home
Written by Jess Martin
Directed by Renee C. Farster
Produced by Queer Soup Theatre
At Hotung Cafe on April 21, 7:15
p.m.
Free Admission
gender, religion and family.
The play is the brainchild of Queer
Soup, a group of queer artists who collaborate to create entertaining shows
with relevant messages. The play got
its start during the group’s usual night
of round-robin writing. From there,
it grew into a production which has
toured at length around the Northeast.
Queer Soup has never before strayed
from the realm of over-the-top comedy into that of dramatic theater.
“‘Home’ was sort of a journey into
drama and a collaborative challenge
to work into that genre,” lead playwright Jess Martin said.
The show’s premise questions our
society’s conception of sexuality, God
and family while exploring the diverse
spectrum of gender identity. After her
grandfather’s death, Minister Lulu
Edwards (Becca Lewis) learns that he
was transgender. Lulu feels that her
grandfather lied to her about his sexuality, even though he had always identified as a male, and she subsequently
lashes out at her family. Complicating
Lulu’s confusion over her grandfather’s
sex is the discovery that her romantic
interest, Kai (Karen ‘Mal’ Malme), is
“genderqueer” and works as a drag
king.
The organization of the play is as
original as its plot. There is no inter-

one of the most inspired

last decade, was forsaking his turntables to

THEATER PREVIEW

BY

hen I first heard that Rjd2,

RENEE C. FARSTER/QUEER SOUP

With its new drama, ‘Home,’ Queer Soup aims to spark discourse on transphobia through
the story of Lulu’s (Becca Lewis) struggle to accept her transgender grandfather.
mission during the 90 minutes that
Lulu struggles to reconcile herself with
her loved ones’ sexuality, the actors
never leave the stage and the versatile
set is minimalist.
“One of the challenges of writing
[the show] was that we wanted immediacy. There’s no opportunity for the
energy to leave the stage,” Martin
said.
Though Lulu is a lesbian, “Home”
is more interested in giving voice to
people who identify as transgender.
“There’s not a lot of theater around
these people’s lives. There’s this silence.
These are stories that need to be told
that aren’t necessarily out there, and
we felt a responsibility to create a

piece that gives voice to them,” Malme
said.
Because transgender people don’t
fit into the mainstream dichotomies
of male and female or straight and
gay, they often face severe discrimination and intolerance. “Transphobia is
everywhere. It amazes me how, even
in the queer community, there’s a lot
of fear around people who identify as
trans,” Martin said, “A really big issue
in the play is feeling at home in your
own body and then what the meaning
of home is for each of the characters,
where they feel safe. Their home is
now being redefined.”
see HOME, page 6

When His Airness retired from basketball
(for the first time), he announced that he
would be pursuing a career in professional
baseball. Like RJ, MJ gave up a successful
career in one discipline to develop his skills in
a similar but basically different pursuit, and
like RJ, his move shocked many of his fans.
I thought about it more, though, and I
discovered some flaws in my comparison.
Baseball requires a particular skill set that
Jordan, a good athlete to be sure but not at all
a well-trained baseball player, simply did not
have. As a ridiculously successful producer
and turntablist, RJ already has the ear for
subtlety, arrangement skills and directorial
panache that a good bandleader needs. Add
to that his high school background in basic
keyboard skills and composition, and on
paper, Rjd2’s little experiment seems more
likely to succeed than Jordan’s first did.
Remembering Jordan’s “baseball career”
(.202 batting average, 11 errors for the
Birmingham Barons) and having experienced Rjd2’s new musical direction live, I
am convinced that Rjd2 is now the Michael
Jordan of independent music. Minor differences aside, the basic formula is the same:
Guy who excels at one craft takes time away
from it to pursue another craft that he fails
at. Having seen what Rjd2 and his band are
capable of, it is clear that my calculations
were wrong: This guy sucks at making music
with a band.
Backed by a three-piece of drums, bass
and keys, RJ spent the bulk of the show center stage behind a microphone with a guitar
around his neck. It was a weird position for a
DJ used to scurrying behind a table, cueing
records on four turntables and fiddling with
a state-of-the-art sampler, and he definitely
looked uncomfortable. At first, I chalked up
my staggering displeasure with the music
to the discomfort of getting used to seeing
one of my favorite DJs clumsily saddled with
a guitar and looking like a rock star’s little
brother playing dress-up.
But the more I saw of his set, which was
comprised largely of songs from 2007’s liveband debut “The Third Hand,” the harder
it became for me to deny that the reason I
didn’t like the music was because it sucked
— horribly. Standing still in the middle of the
sold-out floor, I imagined what I would have
done if I didn’t know that Rjd2 was in the
band onstage. Would I have booed? Lewdly
heckled? Would I have shouted “Free Bird!”
until someone with a lot of tattoos, even
more muscles, and a Boston accent poured
PBR on me and kicked my ass?
Ultimately, I decided that I wouldn’t
have done anything because I would have
assumed they were some kind of student
band playing for an Amnesty International
rally, and it would have been rude of me to
antagonize such do-gooders. Had I seen this
band under circumstances that didn’t involve
20 of my own dollars and a night of my life,
I would have simply overlooked the faceless, insipid, low-level power-pop and waited
until the real band took the stage.
Indeed, without the name recognition of
their bandleader, a band as toothlessly boring as RJ and the D2’s would never be headlining a show at a place like the Middle East.
see GORALNIK, page 7
Mikey Goralink is a sophomore majoring
in American studies. He can be reached at
Michael.Goralnik@tufts.edu.
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RENEE C. FARSTER/QUEER SOUP

‘Home’ offers an open discussion of all forms of sexuality.

Queer Soup examines societal norms
HOME
continued from page 5

“Home” addresses gender issues
head-on, but audience members connect with more universal themes in the
play as well. “Even though the show’s
about a minister, I don’t think it’s
preachy. We aren’t telling the audience
‘you need to feel this.’ The universal
thing is loss, and that kind of bridges
the other issues,” Martin said, “It’s universal to want to be who you are and
not be judged.” The play is set in a religious community, and the tie between
spirituality, judgment and sexuality is
something which those involved with
“Home” haven’t overlooked.
“There’s a connection between faith
and gender. They’re these two issues
that a lot of people don’t question,”
Martin said.
“We’re living in a time right now when

there are a lot of people who throw God
around like they own it, like they’ve got
a direct line with the man upstairs,”
Malme said, “This is a time when we
have to have the power to stand up and
empower people for who they are.”
Gender and sexuality are touchy subjects, and, because none of its members
identify as trans, Queer Soup has been
criticized for writing a show about a
transgender character. However, Martin
and Malme agree that expressing gender issues was well worth the hardship.
“In order to do theater you have to
do what’s hard in order to come to
a place where you can understand,”
Malme said, “If we played it safe and
we didn’t bring out this stuff, especially
the struggles within the queer community over gender, if we didn’t say that
stuff, then we wouldn’t do justice to the
play.”
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MOVIE REVIEW

Unappetizing ‘Aqua Teen’ is confusing instead of entertaining
BY

MIKE ADAMS

Daily Editorial Board

It could have been a grand statement in
cinema; perhaps it was just a movie so original that viewers simply did not know how to
understand it.

Aqua Teen Hunger Force Colon
Movie Film for Theaters
Starring Dana Snyder, Dave Willis
and Carey Means
Directed by Matt Maiellaro and
Dave Willis
But all in all, the nonsensical “Aqua Teen
Hunger Force Colon Movie Film for Theaters”
is not entertaining, and surprisingly, not funny.
It turns out that The Boston Globe had good
reason to label it “essentially, an act of terrorism against entertainment.” At least “Aqua
Teen” isn’t singling out Boston anymore.
It used to be that even the least THC-influenced young viewer couldn’t watch the average 11-minute episode of “Aqua Teen Hunger
Force” without laughing out loud at the sheer
ridiculousness of the show’s premise, or at its
odd moments of brilliance. Recently, the show
has become very hit or miss, with an episode such as the last season’s “Handbanana”
becoming more and more of a rarity.
Unfortunately, the movie has failed to use
its original appeal, which worked well by
using quick laughs in short episodes. Though
episodes tend to spiral out of control, they are
short enough to capitalize on this insanity
without completely losing the audience. The
movie instead takes the plot of what could be
one of the weaker episodes and stretches it
into a painful 86 minutes.
Though the plot is too random to explain in
full, it does follow one major story, at least for

about half of the movie. When the Aqua Teens
discover that a recently purchased exercise
machine innocently named the “Insanoflex”
is possessed or something, they decide to
assemble it anyway. The Plutonians and the
Cybernetic Ghost of Christmas Past from the
Future then team up, for some reason, to try
to stop them. The Insanoflex then carries Carl
on a path of destruction through the city and
the group must find a way to stop it. Before
that issue was resolved, the movie changes
into an investigation into the past of the Aqua
Teens, which is not resolved either, because
the movie is abruptly cut short.
The entire monster-adventure plot right
away violates the first rule of “Aqua Teen”: The
characters never fight crime. After the series’
first episode, “Rabbot,” the trio could barely
be counted on to leave the house, let alone do
anything productive. When they encountered
problems, they were usually the product of
the team’s own boredom.
The second rule of “Aqua Teen” is broken when the writers somehow assumed that
the fans would care about knowing the origin of the gang. If the random facts that are
unearthed, such as Frylock’s gender ambiguity, his relationship with Dr. Weird, and the
VCR that is hidden under the diamond in his
back, were in fact attempts to prank those
people who actually cared about the outcome,
the joke is lost on everyone but the writers.
The film also disappoints by using roughly
the same budget and creativity that go into
the episodes for the movie. Though a blockbuster would not fit “Aqua Teen”’s charm,
viewers can’t help but remind themselves that
they actually paid $10 for the opportunity to
be the victims of some twisted joke.
When Adult Swim played an April Fools’
joke on its viewers by advertising that they
would air the movie in its entirety on the
network that evening (only to do so in a tiny
picture-in-picture box in the corner of the
screen), the gullible few who tuned in could

ADULT SWIM

Unfortunately, these quasi-superheroes actually fight crime in their theatrical debut.
change the channel and move on with their
lives. Unfortunate moviegoers were left to
envy the entire row of teenagers who showed
up high enough to laugh once or twice.
So unless you’ve already penciled the “Aqua
Teen Hunger Force” movie into your schedule
on April 20, there is no shame in missing out
on this disaster, even if you are a faithful fan.

It is certainly this solid, unflinching fan base
that contributed to the film’s decent numbers
at the box office. After being offended by the
lack of effort put into this release, though,
perhaps everyone will realize that the creators
are likely sick of drawing fast food characters.
It’s time they moved on to healthier projects,
anyway.

Exhibit struggles to bring together different artistic voices

Rjd2 is the MJ
of indie music

THESIS
continued from page 5

At times the themes can be
hard to grasp or too profound
for the space given. There is a
sense that these short thesis
statements only allow viewers to puncture the surface
of the endless intellectualizing that has gone into these
final projects, so that the
final paragraph is bursting
with metaphors, symbolism
and erudite concepts, summarized and cropped around
the edges. These works cannot fit neatly into the bounds
of a paragraph, but with student work, extensive discussion must be shortened, as
with the amount of works on
display in group shows like
this one.
The exhibit opens with
Sara Jones’ work, which
focuses on the implications
of patterns for psychological
welfare and as having some
place in a home. She has
documented the rooms of a
house in Memphis, Tenn. in
tiny oil paintings of interiors reminiscent of Bonnard.
Jones has rendered her paintings figure-less, stark and
bright, with an even light and
smoothness of brush stroke
that screams suburbia.
Often the wallpaper is quietly peeling back, rooms are
falling apart and decomposing, so that a pristine dining room seems all the more
collected compared to the
center, where the shattered
destruction of a fallen chandelier shocks the cleared
table. Her concerns are patterns, precision and the way
in which they relate to memory, an issue that she has
manifested in the metaphor
of wallpaper. These designs
deconstruct organization on
the way down, as the flowers
in “Wilt” (2006) rot and die
towards the floor, with the
paint dripping, reflecting the

decay of perfectionism, until
the bottom is a jumbled heap
of dead stems and petals.
Across the way, Keith
Sullivan’s work, though more
cryptic, is a similar discussion of societal ills and subversive destruction. The juxtaposition of Jones’ somewhat conservative paintings
and Sullivan’s video performance art tugs between the
two for the viewer’s attention
within one room.
While her paintings deal
with the construction of a
house and its reflection of
the lives that function within it, his piece involves the
words of others, combined
to form an “autobiographical narrative.” Three screens,
which rotate in a repeating
loop, one of the artist reciting
Allen Ginsberg’s epic poem,
“America,” one playing air
drums, and one of the artist
stomping or jumping around,
create a full experience of
rhythm and proclamations.
Lucy Beecher’s work ties
almost directly into these
two artists, as she deals with
the concept of the name,
and how we own and disown
our labels. She has painted
a series of women on one
panel, all named Lucy, facing forward, and rendered
with a naturalistic hand. The
work itself is captivating and
confrontational, but requires
the artist statement to gain a
certain depth.
Alternatively, Justin Life’s
work is one of the few in
the show that stands entirely
on its own, being indicative
of the philosophical explanation rather than the other
way around, so that standing
before his massive black and
white mural of amorphous
shapes, sweeping lines, tiny
fragmented details, and
bursting body parts is an allencompassing experience.
With shows like this,

GORALNIK
continued from page 5

COURTESY SARA JONES

Sara Jones’ ‘Side Porch, 1989’ (2007) starkly depicts an empty
room. Her work explores the way pattern relates to memory.
there is a tendency to look
for trends, and though there
is a distinct diversity of materials and styles, it seems that
the majority of these artists
have moved towards realism and a documentation of
life as a conglomeration of
experiences and influences,
a layered psychological ques-

tioning and unquestioning,
and eventual decay. It is difficult to neatly tie together
11 different artistic voices,
especially when they reside
in an educational framework,
so that walking through the
gallery, we feel a sense of
potential, but we only get a
whiff of the whole idea.

In a far cry from his crunching, beatheavy production, live-band songs like
“Have Mercy” and “Sweet Piece” have
no galvanizing rhythmic backbone, no
when-all-else-fails-just-nod-your-head
core to at least pretend to like. With stale
keys, lukewarm guitars, and trite, uninteresting lyrics sung in RJ’s cringingly
unpolished falsetto, it could have been
any group of reasonably trained musicians who have heard The Zombies on
stage, and I am still struggling to accept
that this band was playing songs written
by one of this millennium’s most adored
hip-hop visionaries.
You get the feeling that even he knows
his experiment has failed. He tried playing old DJ tunes like “Ghostwriter” and
“Chicken-Bone Circuit” with his band,
and though the old-meets-new formula
was better than any of the new songs by
themselves, it still sounded soggy, amorphous and worse than it would have
had he just spun the records. Graciously,
RJ performed a few remnants from his
fabled DJ routines, recreating the retrofunk hip-hop beauty of tracks like “The
Horror,” “Smoke and Mirrors,” and
“Good Times Roll PT. 2” from 2002’s
masterpiece “Deadringer.” It is worth
noting that the DJ bits were by far the
most rousing parts of the show.
It’s telling when the audience
response to an artist’s old material
drowns out their response to the new.
His DJ set felt, to his credit, like he
was throwing a bone to the capacity
crowd that bought tickets to see him
play songs from his universally panned
album, as if he had accepted the limitations of his new project, understood
that no one really liked it, and delivered
what people actually came to see.
As a fan of Rjd2 the DJ, I was pleased
to see that the turntablery is still alive
and well in his repertoire, but perhaps
even more assuring is the fact that
the Bulls won three NBA championships after Jordan quit baseball. Who
knows? Maybe, just maybe, despite
the unlistenable direction Rjd2’s music
has taken, there will be a reason to see
him perform sometime in the future. I
sure hope so.
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Tufts should be proud of the approximately 100 Jumbos who showed up on
the Res Quad this weekend to rally for
drastic reductions in American carbon
emissions as part of the national Step It
Up campaign. As global warming shapes
up to be one of the biggest challenges
facing our generation, developed nations
across the world are coming to realize
just how much human and financial capital will be required to avert ecological
and social catastrophe.
With climate change shifting the needs
and demands of populations across the
globe, industries will slowly have to
respond to the new conditions by developing more environmentally friendly
policies and products. The problem with
this market-based scenario is that we
simply do not have the luxury of time in
solving this problem. Dramatic changes
need to be made now, which is why activism could play a key role in helping to
bring about positive transformations.
Earlier this year, the United Nations

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change released a 1,572-page report
indicating that there is a 90 percent possibility that the current changes in Earth’s
climate are caused by human activity.
This document described in detail not
only predictions of a new face for the
planet’s meteorology and geology, but
also the devastating effects that such
changes could have on the world’s poorest inhabitants. Tufts’ students studying
international relations will do well to look
into some of these global forecasts.
Those students studying domestic
policy could find themselves interested
in a report to be released this week by
a group of private government consultants. Commissioned by the Center for
Naval Analyses, this report will highlight national security concerns that will
inevitably result from rising ocean levels,
droughts and violent weather.
As for the rest of us Tufts students, we
do not all have the time to give up our
multiple activities and become die-hard

activists. But we can make incremental
changes in our everyday lives that might
help reduce carbon emissions. For upperclassmen, eschewing trips in a car for
bicycle errands, making an effort to buy
local food when possible, and turning off
electric appliances when not in use will all
contribute to a healthier planet. Of course,
most people cannot be expected to completely eliminate their carbon footprint,
but everyone can take realistic, simple
steps to reduce the energy they use.
Global warming is an issue that is
going to affect each and every one of us.
It is important that those taking part in
initiatives such as this weekend’s rally be
regarded not as radicals on the fringe, but
as conscientious members of the mainstream. Of course, we are not applauding
aimless activism. It remains to be seen
just how much change will come about
from protests like this weekend’s. But
at least the issue is getting talked about
out in the open air, because this is one
dilemma we cannot afford to ignore.
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To the Editor:
I am writing to thank you for your
thoughtful, balanced and articulate April
4 editorial “We’re Proud of you, Tufts.” I
am sorry that the hectic days of registration precluded my responding sooner.
I am also very sorry that my praise of
premeds was taken to mean that I did not
value other students at Tufts.
My reasons for writing particularly about premeds were that I had just
returned from a wonderful conference

with those students and that I know this
population well, having worked with
them for 25 years. However, in the few
short months I have been Associate Dean
I have seen exactly what you state in your
editorial.
We are all fortunate to be at Tufts
where there are many bright, motivated
and committed students aiming to do
their best and contribute to our world.
The medical profession certainly does
not hold a monopoly on those individu-

als nor is it the sole or even best way
to make a difference. I apologize if my
kudos to premeds implied that.
Again, many thanks for your positive words about all Tufts students. I am
grateful to be able to work with this community.
Regards,
Carol Baffi-Dugan
Associate Dean of Undergraduate Education
Program Director for Health Professions
Advising

Receivables Manager
Head Ad Manager
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Everything was beautiful, nothing hurt
MINNESOTA DAILY
Our country lost a tremendous author
last week when Kurt Vonnegut Jr. died. He
died at 84, from injuries he received falling
down the stairs of his Manhattan home.
His unique brand of science fiction and
satire earned him wide repute from the
1960s.
Vonnegut died in a way nobody expected. His readers were familiar with his thirst
for a strong drink now and then, and many
suspected that his vices would eventually
kill him. The most notorious among them
was his smoking habit.
“I’ve got a lawsuit against Brown &
Williamson,” he joked about the cigarette
manufacturer a few years back, “because I
have been chain-smoking Pall Malls since

I was 11. And on their package they promised to kill me.”
This was your typical Vonnegut. He
approached topics of life and death bluntly,
almost casually, with an equal amount of
cynicism and wit. In his most famous novel,
1969’s “Slaughterhouse-Five,” Vonnegut
constructs a world where the protagonist,
Billy Pilgrim, becomes “unstuck in time,”
and thus he is free to visit each moment of
his life freely, with no regard to chronology.
It was in this novel Vonnegut made
famous the phrase “so it goes,” using it
often to punctuate death.
Vonnegut never got too worked up about
answering the “whys” of our universe, but
he always had something to say about
those who did.
“No respecter of evidence has ever found

the least clue as to what life is all about, and
what people should do about it,” he once
told a crowd of recent college graduates.
Instead, he urged them to build communities where loneliness no longer existed, and to “expound theories about life in
which sane human beings almost everywhere can believe.”
Although his writing often took a cynical edge, he cared passionately about the
fate of our planet, and above all else, he
cared about its inhabitants. Vonnegut used
cynicism and satire to champion hope and
friendship. He wanted no one to feel lonely,
and he told them so. “I feel and think
much as you do,” he once wrote. “Care
about many of the things you care about,
although most people do not care about
them. You are not alone.”
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Protesting a dubious war

JAMIE BOLOGNA | D.C. IN A BOX

Wisconsin and M

S

omewhere

between

the

Rosslyn, Foggy Bottom and
Dupont Circle Metro stops is

the quite infamous part of D.C. called
Georgetown.

CORBIS

BY

GABE FRUMKIN

Over the last few weeks, Tufts students and faculty members have
worked diligently to prepare for and
organize a day of non-cooperation in
opposition to the War in Iraq, which
will occur on April 19. In this time, we
have arranged to transform the day
into one where we as a community are

compelled not only to act in opposition to the occupation of Iraq, but to
examine our own beliefs about the war
and the movement to end it.
We have successfully galvanized support for our actions amongst a considerable percentage of the faculty members on campus, some of whom will
participate in public demonstrations,
teach-ins or other actions rather than
teaching their classes.

However, Tufts Action for Peace
(TAP), the group that is organizing the
day’s activities, has not been able to
drum up the same amount of support
from the student body. This unfortunate fact is largely because we have
see IRAQ, page 11
Gabe Frumkin is a freshman who has not
yet declared a major.

Iran’s president is lacking domestic support
BY

KELLI HARRISON AND MATT GALLAGHER

The recent conflict over the capture
of 15 British sailors in the Shatt al-Arab
has drawn worldwide media coverage.
Unfortunately, much of the reporting
dedicated to this event seems to be
shortsighted, neglecting possible reasons for Iran’s actions.
While mainstream media coverage
has characterized Iran’s kidnapping of
the 15 sailors as an attempt to provoke
a political conflict with the West, it is
far more likely that the government’s
actions were motivated by a desire to
alleviate growing domestic pressures.
By inciting a low-grade conflict with
the West, the Iranian leadership hoped
to raise oil prices, closing a widening
budget gap and avert a decline in its
popularity.
Recently, Iran’s leadership has
been faced with a litany of concerns
that center on a growing budgetary
shortfall. Spending has grown exponentially since President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad was elected on a populist platform in 2005. Through generous government subsidies on key
products such as oil and foodstuffs,
Ahmadinejad has tried to support
those in the lower classes who were
instrumental in his election.
Governmental spending has also
increased in other areas, as Iran spent
lavishly on a nuclear power program
while simultaneously funding international proxies to further its agenda
in the greater Middle East. In order to
fund this ambitious set of policies, the

government has grown increasingly
dependent on maintaining the high
price of oil.
As oil prices fell throughout the fall
of 2006, the leadership in Tehran began
to realize that its budget had been
stretched thin. Many subsidies were
targeted for cuts — including those on
fuel, even though cheap gas is seen as
an Iranian right. The prospect of such
a drastic change in course threatened
to drag Ahmadinejad’s approval ratings lower and anger many of those
who had carried him to victory in
2005.

Given the fact that any
conflict in the Middle East
is sure to raise oil prices, it
seems that the quickest way
for Iran to obtain its objectives was by provoking a
minor crisis with the West.
Through the capture... Iran
drove the price of oil past
$69 a barrel, and temporarily alleviated its budgetary
concerns.

CORBIS

Europe and the United States led to a
rapid sell-off in oil futures.
Compounding this were abnormally
high levels of oil reserves throughout the industrial world. Given these
circumstances, Iran hoped to cut oil
production at the March meeting of
OPEC.
However, it ran into a roadblock, as
see IRAN, page 11

Iran’s desire to have global oil prices
intensified due to the prevailing market conditions of late 2006 and early
2007. An unusually warm winter in

Matt Gallagher is a senior majoring in political science and Kelli Harrison is a senior
majoring in Middle Eastern studies
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I’m not sure if you’ve heard of it,
but it is the home of a pretty prestigious university. A Jesuit school, I think.
Whatever, either way they have the full
faith and credit of big religion behind
them and it shows; money doesn’t seem
to be an issue for the university (or anyone else there).
High up on the banks of the Potomac
River, the university overlooks a little “downtown” shopping area that
bears the same name. (Coincidence?
I think not!) Cute little brick store
fronts line Wisconsin, M and N Streets.
Cobblestones. Brick sidewalks. Even
wrought iron street lamps.
It was a town before the district
was even created, serving as the last
ocean-navigable port up the Potomac.
Basically Georgetown’s little homes
date way back. At the turn of the 20th
century, after it was annexed to the city
of Washington and a major flood hit, it
became a run-down, poor part of town.
Not that you could tell today that
Georgetown wasn’t always the “cultural” center it is now. When I visited this
weekend to poke around, I noticed the
original store fronts and homes are
there with the same old brick facades,
but filled with trendy stores, similar to
what you might find in an upper-scale
suburban mall. Or on Boston’s Newbury
Street.
There’s no Metro stop actually in
Georgetown, so getting there can be
a hassle. Why no Metro? I’m glad you
asked. No one really seems to know,
but it is rumored around the city that
the hoity-toity residents of Georgetown
didn’t want, uhhh, the other D.C. residents getting there easily and cheaply
on public transportation. Wait, is that
the same reason we still don’t have a T
stop at Tufts?
Of course this is just the urban folklore, and engineers did consider a station, but because of the proximity of
the high river banks, it was deemed
impractical at the time. That’s the official party line. It has been discussed
and debated for years, but nothing has
been built.
But the urban legend reason sure
does make sense; Georgetown seems
like just that kind of place. We walked
into Ralph Lauren and I almost started hemorrhaging. I had been to the
Newbury location before, but for some
reason this place gave me instant vertigo, nausea and nosebleeds.
There was a guy in his early 20s
standing there who looked like he fell
off his Nantucket yacht and somehow
made his way to this particular store,
unharmed and completely dry.
Aviators rested on his curly brown
hair ($119). A pink classic-fit seersucker
shirt ($125) with a Pima cotton crewneck sweater ($97) tied around his neck.
Custom-fit patchwork madras pants
($125) and a washed cotton braided
belt ($55). Finnegan Boat Shoes ($325).
Looking absolutely ridiculous if he were
to go anywhere else in D.C. besides
Georgetown: priceless. There are some
things money can’t buy, for everything
see BOLOGNA, page 10
Jamie Bologna is a junior majoring in political science. You can e-mail him at James.
Bologna@tufts.edu.
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Jamie can’t quite find Georgetown’s
famed historical and cultural feel
BOLOGNA
continued from page 9

else there’s elitism or daddy.
I guess he was just there to serve as
eye candy or something; he didn’t serve
any other purpose but to greet us, smile
and make us feel incredibly poor. And
inferior. Mainly poor. Unpaid internships are killer!
As if a $475 cashmere sweater wasn’t
enough to make us catch the first bus
home and weep in a cellar, we stopped
in Rugby for some cheering up. Then
the Gap. Then the United Colors of
Benetton. Then Puma. It didn’t help.
After shopping, I was in the mood
for a nice cup of coffee at some fun
local coffee shop like the one I frequent
in Dupont. That shop features funky
artwork on the wall, crazy music on
the radio, free wireless internet and
employees in T-shirts and jeans who
remember your name. We couldn’t find
a place like that on M or Wisconsin, so
we stopped at Starbucks.
I guess I expected more from
Georgetown. I expected the individuality that Harvard Square used to be so
famous for and that Davis Square is
still famous for. I expected it to be more
than just an outdoor mall where corporatism trumped history and where
money trumped everything else.
For dinner we decided to dine at
J.Paul’s, this all-American, flag-waving
pretzel-serving saloon right on M Street,
in the heart of it all. Next to H&M and
across the way from Uno’s, you know,
the usual — historically accurate.
I went up to the counter to ask to
put my name “on the list” for a table.
The four young, Gucci-ed hostesses (no
lie) gazed blankly into the restaurant
touch screen computer before them.
The blonde at the keyboard started
typing away furiously, like she was an
airline employee looking to book me a
last minute flight to Cancun for spring
break. “Ah yes, Mr. Bologna, let me see,
would you like an aisle seat next Tubby

McTubberson or a window seat near the
rear lavatory?”
Instead she (I can’t even remember
which clone) informed me that it would
be about 35 minutes. Great. I sat at the
bar with my over-21 friend and watched
as she enjoyed her drink ... after drink ...
after drink. While I enjoyed our delightful little conversation on how to fix
the Middle East in four easy steps, it
seemed like we had been waiting for
ages. I returned to the desk and asked
about my table. I was kindly reminded
by drone No. 3 that it had “only been
12 minutes” since I last checked. Who’s
counting?

It is rumored around the city
that the hoity-toity residents
of Georgetown didn’t want,
uhhh, the other D.C. residents getting there easily and
cheaply on public transportation. Wait, is that the same
reason we still don’t have a T
stop at Tufts?
The decision was made that I shouldn’t
ever return to the desk if I ever wanted
to see a table this century. I didn’t have
enough cash left to my name after the
Diesel store, so I wasn’t about to flash
a nice crisp dollar bill for the four hostesses to share. Instead I sent my friend,
a tall, blond, blue-eyed, well-endowed
Midwestern young lady, to inquire and
knock ’em dead. “Table for Jamie?” said
drone No. 1 to the other, still looking
down at the electronic seating thing.
“Not that one,” said No. 4, typing into
the computer with increased fervor.
“The short guy with the fake Mohawk?
Yeah, it will be just another few minutes.”
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Frumkin calls for support in protest of war in Iraq
IRAQ
continued from page 9

not sufficiently advertised the day or
the events taking place throughout the
day.
I do believe that there is another
aspect that is stunting the growth of
our on-campus anti-war movement:
many students may be confused about
exactly why they should walk out, what
they can accomplish by walking out
and what they can do to participate.
In an effort to clear up any confusion
and dispel any rumors that may exist
about the walk-out, I wish to explain
what we hope the day will accomplish
and why I, as a student activist, am
planning not to attend classes this
Thursday.
Let’s set the stage. The war in Iraq is
incredibly unpopular and costly, and
the American public seems to have
wanted it to end for some time. When
you pair the war’s unpopularity with
its staggering human and financial
cost, then consider the facts that our
military’s continued occupation does
not appear to be limiting the size and
scope of the ever-expanding civil war,
it seems difficult to defend it.
It’s hard to view our involvement at
this point as anything but a destabilizing influence in the region and world,
and it seems foolish for the public not
to demand an end to our military escalation in Iraq.
However, the anti-war movement
continues to suffer setbacks; we were
astonished when the Democratic
majority, which I believe was elected in
part to end the war, offered President
Bush more money in a supplemental
spending bill for Iraq and Afghanistan
than he originally requested. Our ral-

lies and demonstrations receive neither the press nor the results that we
have been waiting on since before the
war began.
With this in mind, anti-war activists
on campus decided that a walk-out
would highlight the urgency of ending
the war. I believe I speak for many on
campus when I say that we feel we cannot wait very much longer while our
soldiers continue to serve bravely and
suffer in hostile territory for nothing.

When you pair the war’s
unpopularity with its staggering human and financial
cost ... It’s hard to view our
involvement at this point as
anything but a destabilizing
influence in the region and it
seems foolish for the public
not to demand an end to our
military escalation in Iraq.
We can’t stand idly by while Iraqi
women and children continue to be
subjected to some of the most traumatizing conditions imaginable, and
while our tax money continues to disappear at a rate of around nearly $2
billion per week.
We are not protesting Tufts University,
nor are we striking against our professors. We do not intend to disrupt the
school’s daily business or the April
Open House. The day of non-cooperation is not an excuse for students

to sleep in or defer commitments, an
accusation which is upsetting for many
activists who have spent much time
and resources in making the day a success.
Instead, April 19 will be a day of
action, education and dialogue.
Members of the community will have
a chance to rally against the war if they
choose to leave campus. Students and
faculty, even if they do not leave their
classes, are invited to watch documentaries, attend teach-ins, listen to panels or even wear a button in opposition
to the war.
The campus will be made into a
place where, no matter what your
political persuasion or moral inclination is, I hope you will be able to ask
yourself why you take the stand on the
war that you do, and can discuss your
convictions with others.
I plan not to attend classes on
Thursday, but that does not mean that
I do not plan to learn. Tufts, if nothing
else, strives to teach students to act on
things they feel strongly about and,
whenever possible, to learn through
action and experience.
The day of non-cooperation will
afford all participants of all levels
of dedication and experience a ripe
opportunity to do something worthwhile about one of the most significant
events and/or issues that will haunt
our generation.
So even if you do not plan to miss
your classes on Thursday, I encourage
you to come to some of our events. If
you do not wish to do that, I request
that you consider why you do not participate at all.
Whatever you do, do something. It
means the world to me.

OFF THE HILL | KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY

Pelosi flouts government hierarchy
BY

RYAN SPENCER

Kansas State Collegian

I’d like to start with a quick lesson in U.S. government responsibility.
For those who don’t know, the
main job of the Speaker of the
House of Representatives is to run
House meetings, and the Secretary
of State acts as a diplomat to enforce
the administration’s foreign policy.
That said, I’d like to send my congratulations to our new “Speaker of
the State,” Nancy Pelosi.
Speaker Pelosi, D-Calif., has
decided she, not the White House,
writes foreign policy and chooses
with whom we open negotiations.
In her recent trip to Syria, she
spoke of a message that “mirrors
that of the president.”
I find that interesting, since
Syria is a known sponsor of both
Hezbollah and Hamas, two organizations responsible for murdering Israelis and Americans. I can’t
imagine what we as a nation would
have to talk about with that country. She apparently suggested, as

well, that Israel was ready to talk
peace. Yet Israeli prime minister
Ehud Olmert immediately came
out to deny these claims.
The question I have about this
whole thing is, where are the transcripts of this meeting between
Pelosi and Syrian President Bashar
Assad? There is no audio of the
meeting that we see looped endlessly on TV. Pelosi claimed she
said nothing to contradict the foreign policy of the president but
offered no details. I would like to
hear those meetings, especially after a member of the House
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Tom
Lantos, D-Calif., claimed there is a
Democratic foreign policy different
from the president’s.
Claims of Pelosi’s bad behavior
are deflected by the left as being an
indicator of the poverty of ideas to
bring peace to the region under the
current administration. If there is
a poverty of ideas, then it certainly
makes no sense for Pelosi to relay
the president’s message, which she
hates.
It could be because that’s not
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the message she took, and there
was no message. The whole thing
was a photo opportunity, and more
importantly, an election opportunity. We know neither Syria nor
Iran have any interest in opening
dialogue with the United States or
Israel. Rather, they would like to
see us wiped off the map. But the
media, and to an extent, the voters, love to hear how the merciful
Democrats tried to keep diplomatic lines open while war-mongering
Republicans only wanted to blow
up their countries and take their
oil.
The Democrats will be glad to
go talk to the Syrian “president,”
and they’ll talk to Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. They’ll
talk to whomever. They will not
appear on Fox, and they will not go
speak to the president after he has
sent them an invitation. It’s time for
the “Speaker of the State” to abandon her imaginary position. Our
Speaker of the House should stick
to running House sessions instead
of hustling the Democratic agenda
to our enemies.

Media spun IranUK hostage situation incorrectly
IRAN
continued from page 9

the Sunni Arab members of the cartel
refused to capitulate. Hoping to curb
the growing influence of Tehran, the
Sunni membership decided to maintain
the status quo — forcing Iran to consider other ways to control oil prices.
Given the fact that any conflict in the
Middle East is sure to raise oil prices, it
seems that the quickest way for Iran to
obtain its objectives was by provoking a
minor crisis with the West.
Through the capture of 15 British
sailors in disputed waters, the country’s
leadership was able to spurn a diplomatic firestorm. Its actions catalyzed
sensational media coverage that rattled
the underpinnings of the global energy
market. By inciting a crisis, Iran drove
the price of oil past $69 a barrel, and
temporarily alleviated its budgetary
concerns.
The decision by Iran’s leadership to
capture the 15 British sailors on March
23 was a well-orchestrated charade that
aimed to manipulate oil prices through
the reactions of Western leaders and
the media that cover them. With the
knowledge that their cause would be
aided by this overly dramatic coverage,
Iran leveraged the crisis it had incited
into a short-term remedy for its fiscal
ills.
The success of this well-laid trap
makes it likely that such behavior will
occur in the future. And once again the
Iranian leadership will be laughing all
the way to the bank.
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BASEBALL

Jumbos take two of three in critical
NESCAC East series against Bowdoin
BY

WOMEN’S LACROSSE

Bowdoin silences
Jumbo attack
BY

EVANS CLINCHY

ETHAN LANDY

Senior Staff Writer

Daily Editorial Board

Coming into Saturday’s NESCAC
match-up with No. 10 Bowdoin, the No.
18 Jumbos were riding a two-game win-

The baseball team took a big step forward in the NESCAC East pennant race
this weekend, winning two games out of

WOMEN’S LACROSSE
(6-5, 2-4 NESCAC)
at Bello Field, Saturday

BASEBALL
(15-7, 5-1 NESCAC East)
Huskins Field, Friday
Bowdoin
3
Tufts
8
Huskins Field, Saturday
Bowdoin
5
Tufts
6 (9 inn.)
Bowdoin
Tufts

Bowdoin
Tufts

---

8
6 (OT)

It was a taxing weekend for Protano,
whose start on Saturday came less than 24
hours after pitching two innings of relief in
Friday’s opener. While he was stellar Friday,
retiring all six Polar Bears he faced and
striking out two, his second appearance
was tougher. Still, Casey defended his decision to use the junior in both games.
see BASEBALL, page 18

see WOMEN’S LACROSSE, page 16

LAURA SCHULTZ/TUFTS DAILY

Junior pitcher Adam Telian delivers a pitch on Friday against Bowdoin. Telian did not surrender an earned run in his seven innings of work, as the Jumbos took two out of three
games from the Polar Bears this weekend.
him two batters into the third. Freshman
Thomas Hill didn’t fare much better, allowing three runs in an inning and two thirds,
as Bowdoin ran away with the win early.
“They have a bunch of guys that can sit
on the fastball,” Protano said. “They have
a lot of good hitters, and if you don’t make
good pitches, they’re going to hit you hard.
Hopefully, I can bounce back and pitch
better next weekend against Trinity.”

2
0

ning streak in which they had scored a
total of 35 goals in their last two games.
The Jumbos could not keep their offensive firepower going on Saturday, however, dropping an overtime battle with
the Polar Bears 8-6.
After a hard-fought struggle to creep
back into the game, the Jumbos stumbled in the overtime frame, as Bowdoin
senior tri-captain Taylor White pushed
her team ahead in the final six minutes,
dropping Tufts to 6-5 on the season, and
2-4 in the NESCAC.
Even though they fell short, the Jumbos
were pleased with their relentless effort
against a strong Bowdoin team.
“We thought that we played well,”
sophomore Chrissie Attura said. “Our
defense played very well, and our goalie
played very well also. We felt that we
didn’t click as well on attack as we could
have. In general, I guess we played as
well as we could have. We just didn’t pull
it off at the end.”
Still, the team didn’t look like the one
that demolished the competition last
week, only responding when it had its
back against the wall on Saturday.
“We have the talent and the ability as
a team,” sophomore keeper Gillian Kline
said. “This is the strongest team we have

9
2

three in a crucial series with division rival
Bowdoin.
After downing the Polar Bears 83 in Friday afternoon’s series opener,
the Jumbos returned to Huskins Field
Saturday and split the ensuing doubleheader, prevailing 6-5 in nine innings in
the first game before falling victim to a
pair of huge Bowdoin rallies in game two,
losing 9-2.
“We’re definitely disappointed that we
couldn’t get the sweep,” said junior pitcher
Jason Protano, who took the mound in
two of the three games. “That third game
was really important in terms of putting
us in the driver’s seat for the remainder
of our NESCAC East schedule. The fact
that we couldn’t get the win means we let
them hang around. It’s unfortunate that
we couldn’t move closer to putting an end
to their season.”
Bowdoin junior Ryan Turgeon improved
to 4-0 on the year in the series finale, allowing two runs in five innings. Meanwhile,
his counterpart, Protano, struggled on
the mound, allowing six runs in two-plus
innings before coach John Casey pulled

4 2
6 5

WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD

Jumbos shine against Div. II competition
Crispin returns from injury to win 1,500-meter at UMass-Lowell
BY

CARLY HELFAND

Daily Editorial Board

VANESSA WHITE/TUFTS DAILY

A trio of marathoners pound the asphalt during Monday’s 111th Boston
Marathon. Like last year, Kenyan Robert K. Cheruiyot took gold in the
men’s field, but finished seven minutes behind 2006’s record-setting pace.
Russian runner Lidiya Grigoryeva grabbed first place on the women’s
side, finishing six minutes slower than last year’s winning time. No doubt,
the 20,000 runners were hampered by the swirling winds and generally
inclement conditions. See front page for further coverage.
111TH BOSTON MARATHON
Men’s Results

Women’s Results
COUNTRY

1. Cheruiyot, Robert K
2. Kwambai, James
3. Kiogora, Stephen
4. Koskei, James
5. Wodajo, Teferi

Kenya
Kenya
Kenya
Kenya
Ethiopia

TIME
2:14:13
2:14:33
2:14:47
2:15:05
2:15:06

COUNTRY
1. Grigoryeva, Lidiya
2. Prokopcuka, Jelena
3. Perez, Madai
4. Jeptoo, Rita
5. Kastor, Deena

Russia
Latvia
Mexico
Kenya
USA

TIME
2:29:18
2:29:58
2:30:16
2:33:08
2:35:09

Three members of the indoor
season’s Distance Medley Relay
team were up to their usual
antics this weekend, stealing
the spotlight once again for
the Jumbo squad, this time on
the outdoor track at UMassLowell’s Davis Invitational.
With senior tri-captain
Sarah Crispin’s win in the 1,500
meter, junior Cat Beck’s firstplace showing in the 800 meter
and junior Kaleigh Fitzpatrick’s
victories in the 200- and 400meter runs, the team combined
for four of Tufts’ five first-place
victories on Saturday.
Even though she typically
does not compete in the 800meter, Beck hit the NCAA provisional qualifying standard with
a time of 2:14.46.
“I was really excited with my
race because it’s not an event
that I normally do,” Beck said.
“I’ve been trying it out a little
bit to just do something different and work on my speed. It
was really fun and it was great
to have people right around me
all race long. It really helped to
motivate me and give me that
extra push.”
Returning from a five-week
absence due to injury, Crispin
also turned in an impressive
performance, pacing the field
with a time of 4:52.68 in the
1,500-meter and qualifying

COURTESY TUFTSTRACK.COM

Junior Kaleigh Fitzpatrick competes in the 4x400-meter relay at the Coast
Guard Invitational on April 8.
for the Div. III New England
Championships and the ECAC
Championships. Crispin was
accompanied by sophomore
Jackie Ferry, who also bounced
back from an injury this week.
“They’re both getting there,”
Beck said. “We’re really excited
to have both of them back with
us more often. They’ll keep getting back into things and work
on getting healthy. Hopefully
we’ll have them back in full

force very soon.”
Fitzpatrick captured the top
spot in both the 200 and 400,
winning the races with times
of 27.04 seconds and 60.68 seconds, respectively. Freshman
Andrea Ferri trailed just behind
Fitzpatrick in the 200 meter,
taking second with a mark of
27.17 seconds.
Junior Sarah Martin provided
see WOMEN’S TRACK, page 15
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Bradley, Pagel spark
strong weekend showing
Bad weather doesn’t hinder team’s performance
BY

WILL KARAS

Senior Staff Writer

COURTESY AARON DONOVAN

Junior Jeremy Arak takes flight during the Snowflake Classic on March 31. Despite the blustery conditions,
Arak placed fourth for Tufts in the long jump at Saturday’s George Davis Invitational.

Wi t h
the
N E S C AC
Championships less than two
weeks away, the men’s track
and field team continued their
preparation this past weekend,
competing in both the Davis
Invitational and the Bates
Decathlon.
The Jumbos did not have
Mother Nature on their side
this weekend, continuously having to battle through
strong rain, cold temperatures
and gusting winds. But despite
the difficult weather conditions and some stiff Div. II and
III competition, they were still
able to post some impressive
performances.
“I thought the team performed well under the circumstances,” coach Ethan Barron
said in an e-mail to the Daily.
“The weather will always play
a role in every outdoor competition for any sport. Be it warm
and sunny or cold and rainy,
the weather is always a factor
that plays a role.”
At the Davis Invitational, the
Jumbos were led by a plethora
of strong performances, most
notably that of sophomore
James Bradley, who finished
first in the high jump competition with an impressive jump
of 6 feet, 2 inches. Senior tricaptain Nate Cleveland also
turned in an impressive finish,
placing third in the 800-meter
run, while senior Justin Chung
finished third in the 5,000
meter, and freshman Ikenna
Acholonu finished third in the
triple jump.
“It was another great performance this weekend,” senior
tri-captain Dave McCleary,
who finished third in the 400meter hurdles, said. “People
continue to improve, and as
usual, our underclassmen are
impressing us with their performances and maturity during meets.”
In addition to Acholonu, the

rest of the rookie class continued to provide consistency for
the Jumbos. Andrew Longley
led the way, finishing seventh
in the 200-meter dash and 12th
in 100-meter dash. Nick Welch
came in fifth in the two-mile
run, while Billy Hale placed an
impressive fourth in the 800meter dash.
“Nick and Ikenna are strong
freshmen,” Barron said. “They
both have talent and work
ethic. Together that’s a good
combination.”

“It was another great
performance this
weekend. People continue to improve, and
as usual, our underclassmen are impressing us with their performances and maturity during meets.”
Dave McCleary
senior tri-captain
“Longley seems to have
a big meet every Saturday,”
McCleary said. “He works hard
and doesn’t give up. We expect
a lot of big things from him for
the championship meets.”
The Bates Decathlon provided Barron’s decathletes
with a chance to compete in
the difficult 10-event competition. Two Tufts athletes
participated in the five-athlete pool, which was moved to
Tufts from Bates. Sophomore
Skip Pagel’s first-place finish
naturally highlighted the day,
with junior Derek Engelking
and freshman Jared Engelking
finishing third and fourth,
respectively, to round out the
Jumbos’ participants.
“It was a great performance
see MEN’S TRACK, page 18

Burton navigates his way to Samsung 500 victory at Texas Motor Speedway
BY

DAVE KALLMANN

McClatchy Newspapers

As quickly as Jeff Burton gobbled up
the ground between himself and Matt
Kenseth, just about everyone at Texas
Motor Speedway knew Burton would
blow past with little time to wave goodbye.
Burton believed otherwise. He was
right. He needed every chance he could
get.
After stalking Kenseth and threatening his bumper for a dozen laps with
dive after dive to the inside, Burton
finally made his move with three turns
to go Sunday. Burton led only the lap
that mattered in the NASCAR Nextel
Cup Series Samsung 500.
“The reason it took me so long to get
by him is he’s really good,” Burton said
his former teammate and good friend.
“He found a way to be faster when
he needed to be, and he found a way to
keep me from being as fast as I could be.
That’s what you do when you’re leading
the race with 15 to go.”
When Burton made a strong run to
the white flag, his momentum finally carried him far enough alongside
Kenseth. He sneaked by on the bottom
side in Turn 1 and held the position
onto the back stretch.
“It’s painful to get beat on the last
lap, but overall it was a good day,”
said Kenseth, the 2003 champion from
Cambridge, Wis., who figured to be aiming for a top-five finish before leaders
began dropping mid-race.

Burton’s Chevrolet beat Kenseth’s
Ford to the line by 0.41 of a second. In
scoring his first victory of the season,
he denied Kenseth both his second victory and his second weekend sweep.
Kenseth, who won the Busch Series race
Saturday, won both the Busch and Cup
races at California in February.
Burton, 39, also became the first driver
to win a second Texas race in 13 events.
The first Cup victory of his career came
in the track’s first race in 1997.
Mark Martin, another former teammate of Burton’s and Kenseth’s, returned
from a two-race break in his part-time
schedule to finish third.
Throughout the race, three drivers
threatened to turn the 190-mph exhibition into a snoozer.
Four-time champion Jeff Gordon
stayed out front for a race-high 173 laps
and was building on a lead of nearly 2
seconds when he clipped the wall on
the 309th of 334 laps.
When defending champion Tony
Stewart spun on the 252nd lap, Kyle
Busch slammed into the back of Dale
Earnhardt Jr., eliminating two more
front-runners from contention.
Then Kurt Busch gave up a 2-second
lead to pit with 45 laps left, and found
himself trapped in the back when a caution flag flew just after he’d stopped.
When Gordon fell back, Kenseth
could hardly believe his good fortune,
but Burton closed just as quickly on
him.
One hundred ninety thousand people
rose along with the tension.

“As soon as I got to him, I was trying
to pass him, to be perfectly honest with
you,” Burton said. “Why we passed him
when we did, I have no idea.”
The handling on Kenseth’s car had
changed so drastically that he was sure
his right rear tire was leaking. Only
when he searched out a new line did he
find the traction he sought.
“When I moved up to the top and Jeff
caught me — because I couldn’t dare let
him outside of me — then the car tightened up a little bit where I could hold on

for a little while,” Kenseth said.
The tire was fully inflated after the
race.
And initially, at least, Kenseth’s RoushFenway Racing crew had to keep him
pumped up after a disappointing final
mile.
“If I had to do it over, I couldn’t do
anything else but wreck,” Kenseth said.
“I just got beat by a superior car, and
Jeff did a great job figuring out how to
get around me at the end when I was
trying to make it as difficult as I could.”

MCT

Jeff Burton celebrates winning the NASCAR Nextel Cup Samsung 500 race at Texas Motor
Speedway in Fort Worth, Texas, Sunday, April 15, 2007.
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MATT MERTENS | FREELANCER

Two mercy-rule victories key Jumbos’ sweep
Kuhles, Sullivan and Tinker ignite powerful offensive assault against Bowdoin
BY

EDDIE MISHAN

Senior Staff Writer

Having started the month with
three-straight losses, the beginning of
April was pretty dreary for the softball
SOFTBALL
(16-9, 5-1 NESCAC East)

“We were having some
problems. But we’re getting
ourselves back together. I’m
excited for the rest of the
season and to go as far as
we’re capable of going.”

Spicer Field, Friday
Tufts
4
Bowdoin
0
Spicer Field, Saturday
Tufts
8
Bowdoin
0 (5 inn.)
Tufts
Bowdoin

Meanwhile, the Jumbo offense was
clicking early. Sophomore third baseman Samantha Kuhles led off the first
inning with a bunt single and subsequently scored on freshman second
baseman Jenna Robey’s fourth double
of the season.

Lauren Gelmetti
sophomore pitcher

12
2 (5 inn.)

team. But the Jumbos have turned
things around and are currently riding
a four-game winning streak, highlighted by a three-game sweep of NESCAC
East rival Bowdoin this weekend, in
which Tufts outscored its opponent
24-2.
Tufts’ offense keyed two mercy-rule
wins on Saturday as the team swept a
doubleheader, 8-0, 12-2, after winning
Friday night’s contest 4-0.
Senior tri-captain Lauren Ebstein
pitched a complete game in game two,
surrendering six hits, two unearned
runs and no walks in the five-inning
game.

The Jumbos were off to the races,
following that up with a seven-hit,
six-run second inning. The big blows
came from freshmen Christy Tinker
and shortstop Casey Sullivan, who
smashed a three-run homer, her
fourth of the season.
Sullivan tacked on two more runs
with a two-out triple in the fourth,
driving in sophomore Laura Chapman
and senior Sarah Taylor. The Jumbos
had only one hit in the fifth, but the
game quickly ended 12-2.
“I think she’s made a great contribution,” Kuhles said of Sullivan. “Her
bat has been very solid and she’s a

consistent hitter. She’s a great allaround player.”
Freshman pitcher Stefanie Tong
started the first game of Saturday’s
doubleheader, holding the Polar Bears
hitless until the third inning, when
she surrendered a two-out single to
Polar Bears’ senior co-captain Jayme
Woogerd. But Tong yielded just one
more hit, going the distance and striking out three.
Polar Bears’ freshman Julia Jacobs
also pitched successfully, holding the
Jumbos to two hits in the first four
innings. The Jumbos ended the pitchers’ duel, however, exploding for an
eight-run fifth inning. Sophomore
shortstop Cara Hovhanessian led off
the offensive outburst with a single —
one of seven hits the Jumbos accumulated in the frame. Kuhles, Chapman,
Tinker, Sullivan and sophomore left
fielder Roni Herbst all had at least one
RBI in the inning.
Back on the mound with an eightrun lead, Tong gave up a two-out
double to freshman second baseman
Lauren Coven, but quickly ended the
fifth inning with an innocuous popup, sealing the 8-0 victory.
The first game of the series was the
closest of the three. The Jumbos sent
sophomore Lauren Gelmetti to the
mound to face off against sophomore
Karen Reni. Both pitchers pitched successfully, but it was the Jumbo defense
see SOFTBALL, page 18

Beck hits NCAA qualifying mark in 800 meters
WOMEN’S TRACK
continued from page 13

the Jumbos’ final first-place victory, winning the hammer throw with a commanding toss of 135 feet to beat out Div.
II Stonehill freshman Meghan Rocha by
21 feet.
Despite unfavorable weather conditions, the Tufts team also saw a few personal record-breaking performances,
including those of Ferri in the 100-meter,
freshman Kerry Virgien in the 400-meter
hurdles, and freshman Julia Feltus in the
hammer and javelin throws. Junior Jenna
Weir also contributed a season-best mark
in the triple jump, going 35’2’’.
“It was definitely colder than would
have been ideal, so I think that made
the times a little slower,” senior Melissa
Henry said. “We talked about it at our
team meeting, and I think we were prepared for it to be a little colder and windier, so it didn’t throw us off too much.”
“Outdoor conditions are always an
issue,” senior tri-captain Kate Makai

said. “That’s the nature of outdoor track.
There’s wind, there’s rain, there’s cold,
and it’s tough to deal with that stuff, but
you really just have to put it out of your
mind on race day and know that everyone is dealing with the same conditions.
It’s all about who can step up in those
conditions because everyone is dealing
with them.”
The Jumbos fought through the bad
weather, ending the day successfully
against a number of Div. II competitors.
“It was an interesting meet,” Beck
said. “It was mostly a Div. II meet, so we
definitely saw a lot of different people
who we don’t see every weekend, which
is always fun. Anytime that you get the
opportunity to compete with different
people it’s good because it gives you
more experience. Just going out there
and maybe not knowing your competitors as well, you have to be able to react
quickly and adjust to the situation.”
“We stacked up well against the Div.
II teams,” Makai said. “We don’t really

consider that when we go into a meet
— we just go to compete against whoever is there, and the more competitive
the teams are, the better because that
will push us to perform better.”
The Jumbos are gearing up for the end
to a short regular outdoor season at this
weekend’s MIT Invitational. Although it
will mark their last opportunity to qualify for the postseason, the Tufts runners
aren’t overly concerned.
“I think that once we start to taper,
people know that times are going to
come,” Henry said. “I don’t think people
are too worried about it, but I think
it’s definitely in the back of everyone’s
heads, knowing what times they have to
hit.”
“I think we’re all very aware of what our
qualifiers are in our individual events,”
Beck said. “We’re trying to keep tabs on
what our teammates are trying to achieve
as well to try to help them along the way.
We all want to do our very best and do
whatever is best for the team.”

Athletes of the Week
BRYAN MCDAVITT, BASEBALL
The baseball team scored a total of 16 runs this weekend to take two of three games from
NESCAC East rival Bowdoin, and senior tri-captain Bryan McDavitt played a large role in that offense.
Named NESCAC Player of the Week yesterday, McDavitt went 7-13 this week, including 5-9 this
weekend, with four runs scored and two RBI. The senior started off his week going 2-4 in a tough
loss to New England rival Brandeis and scoring one of the Jumbos' two runs.
Saturday was McDavitt's day, however, as he went 2-3 in game one of the series with two runs
scored and one RBI. The most important run scored was the last one, which put the Jumbos ahead
6-5 and handed them the win in the bottom of the ninth inning. In the ninth, McDavitt smacked
the ball off the left field wall. Trying to stretch it into a triple, McDavitt drew a throw throw, which
soared into the third base dugout, allow him to score the winning run.
McDavitt took no break in game two, going 3-4 with a solo home run in the fifth inning in the
Jumbos' 9-2 loss. McDavitt is now second on the team in batting average, hitting .395, and also
stands in second place in RBI with 20.

LAURA SCHULTZ/TUFTS DAILY

COURTNEY THOMAS, WOMEN'S LACROSSE

COURTESY TUFTS ATHLETICS

The Jumbos' offense erupted against two non-conference opponents last week, combining for 35
goals in two blowout wins over Bridgewater State and Endicott. Sophomore Courtney Thomas led
the way, notching six tallies in each game and totaled 14 points in the two contests.
The sophomore was right in the middle of the team's strong first-half efforts last week, in which
the Jumbos outscored the Bears and the Gulls by a combined score of 28-4. During Tufts' April 10
clash with Bridgewater State, Thomas netted the final two scores of a five-goal outburst less than 10
minutes into the game, turning a 1-0 deficit into a 5-1 lead the Jumbos would not relinquish. Thomas
scored another goal with 5:52 remaining in the first half, extending Tufts' lead to double digits.
Thomas also had three first-half goals in the Jumbos' April 12 victory over Endicott, helping the
team build an insurmountable 15-2 halftime lead. She also contributed three of Tufts' four secondhalf goals, sealing a convincing 19-5 victory.
Thomas' efforts have propelled her to second in the NESCAC with 29 goals and first on the team
in points with 38. The games were undoubtedly breakout performances for Thomas, who finished
with six goals and three assists in 12 games last season. She leads a potent and balanced offensive
attack that features seven players with at least 20 points and three players ranked in the top six in
the NESCAC in scoring.

An award for thee

T

he NBA season is drawing to a
close, which means it’s nearly
time for the league to decide

which players will be taking home some
well-earned hardware.
On Friday, an assortment of basketball columnists, beat reporters, retired
coaches and general managers will be
casting their ballots for a variety of
regular season awards. My ballot hasn’t
arrived yet, but I’m confident that it’s
in the mail, and my votes are going to
go a little something like this:
Sixth man award: Leandro Barbosa,
Phoenix Suns. The Brazilian Blur has
been a vital part of the Suns’ highoctane attack, averaging a career-best
18 points and four assists in just less
than 33 minutes a game. There might
not be a faster player in the league from
baseline to baseline than Barbosa, and
his ability to slash to the rim, combined with his vastly improved capacity to distribute the ball, means that
the Suns’ opponents get no respite
on defense when two-time MVP Steve
Nash heads to the bench.
Most improved player: Andris
Biedrins, Golden State Warriors. The
casual NBA fan might not even have
heard of the 6’11” Latvian center, but
Biedrins broke out in a big way in 200607. After being buried on the bench
by former coach Mike Montgomery,
Biedrins caught a break when the
Warriors replaced Montgomery with
Don Nelson, one of the league’s all-time
best coaches. It took Nelson just four
games to recognize his talent and insert
him into the starting lineup, and the
big man responded with a career-best
average of 9.7 points, 9.4 rebounds and
1.7 blocks in just 29 minutes per game.
Biedrins also led the league in field goal
percentage, shooting a remarkable 60
percent from the field.
Defensive player of the year: Bruce
Bowen, San Antonio Spurs. It’s absolutely remarkable that the league’s top
lockdown perimeter defender, who
has been voted onto one of the AllDefensive teams for six straight seasons, has never won the defensive
player of the year. Bowen’s capability
to defend every position from point
guard to power forward is the biggest
reason that the Spurs lead the league
in virtually every defensive category. Despite the league’s crackdown on
offensive players’ physical contact on
the perimeter, the 35-year-old guard
might be playing the best defensive
basketball of his career, and he’s more
than earned this award.
Coach of the year: Avery Johnson,
Dallas Mavericks. Some people might
quibble with this selection because
the Mavericks were expected to be a
top-flight team this year, but I don’t
remember any pundits predicting that
the Mavs would be this kind of juggernaut. Their victory on Sunday against
the Spurs gave them 67 wins and tied
them for the tenth-best regular season record ever; the Mavs were the
only team in league history to have
three different winning streaks of at
least 12 games; and the team won 23straight games at home, a franchise
record. The entire roster has bought
into Johnson’s commitment to defense,
and as a result, the Mavericks are the
best team in the NBA.
Rookie of the year: Brandon Roy,
Portland Trail Blazers. As a diehard
Blazers fan, nothing gave me more
pleasure than watching B-Roy’s excellent rookie campaign after Stephen
A. Smith and the rest of ESPN’s talksee MERTENS, page 17
Matthew Mertens is a sophomore who has
not yet declared a major. He can be reached
at Matthew.Mertens@tufts.edu.
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Jumbos fall to 2-4 in NESCAC play but have chance to improve this weekend
WOMEN’S LACROSSE
continued from page 13

had in a long time but I do not think we
always play our game until we are in a
situation when it is not to our advantage
Bowdoin 8, Tufts 6
Goals: T, Murphy 2, Corbett 1, Kopp 1, Abelli 1, Shoham 1; B, White 2, Peterson 2, Dennison 1, Colburn 1,
Donoghue 1, Keating 1.
Assists: T, Williams 2, Corbett 1, Kopp 1; B, Steigerwald
3, Ballard 1, Dennison 1.
Saves: T, Kline 7; B, Collins-Finn 23.
Records: T, 6-5 (2-4 NESCAC); B, 6-4 (2-3 NESCAC).

and the clock runs out on us.”
Polar Bears’ goalie sophomore
Stephanie Collins-Finn was pivotal in
halting Tufts’ formidable attack, racking
up a total of 23 saves — including three
in overtime — to lead her team to victory.
“Their goalie was phenomenal,” Attura
said. “She made 23 saves, and she really
saved their team. We were trying to focus
on shooting low, but she was very good
low. I think she just made the saves, and
we weren’t able to put enough past her to
get the win.”

Bowdoin’s defense, which has been
excellent this year, was strong from the
get-go, keeping the Jumbos off the board
for the first 20 minutes of the contest.
The Tufts offense was not as dynamic
as it had been in previous games, as top
scorer, sophomore Courtney Thomas,
was held scoreless on the day, while
the third-leading scorer, rookie freshman
Jenna Abelli, was only able to find the
back of the net once in the game.
“It was hard to go from two games that
were such a blowout,” Attura said. “The
two games we played before Bowdoin
were pretty easy for us, and then we got
to Bowdoin, and we knew it was going to
be a challenge.”
Bowdoin struck first about four minutes into the game, when senior tri-captain Kate Donoghue grabbed a pass from
classmate and tri-captain Jill Steigerwald
and netted one past Kline. A wake-up call,
the goal prompted the Jumbo defense to
step up the play, keeping the game 1-0
for the next 10 minutes.
But the Polar Bears looked like they
were going to run away with the game,
scoring three more times within the next
five minutes to take a four-goal lead.
Steigerwald and junior midfielder Bobbi

Steigerwald finding junior midfielder
Lyndsey Colburn for a goal. One minute
later, Corbett took a pass from fellow
junior Sarah Williams and scored her
12th goal of the season to cut the deficit
back down to two.
Freshman attack Ashley Peterson
scored her second goal of the day to give
the Polar Bears a three goal lead, but
Tufts refused to roll over so soon.
As the Tufts defense clamped down,
the offense went to work and cut into the
Bowdoin lead. Kopp found Abelli for her
25th goal of the season to jump-start the
comeback. After slicing the lead to 6-5,
Tufts knotted the game at six with 46 seconds to go on Murphy’s second goal of
the day, sending the game into overtime.
Despite dropping to 2-4 in the NESCAC,
the team has the chance to redeem itself
beginning Saturday when it starts a threegame swing against NESCAC opponents
Bates, Amherst and Middlebury.
“I think Amherst and Middlebury will
be our toughest,” Attura said. “Middlebury
has always been hard to beat because
they are always such a strong team. If we
come out with a win against Amherst and
Bates, we’ll have a chance to make it to
the NESCAC Tournament.”

Dennison keyed the run, as each had an
assist while Dennison also added a goal.
The Jumbos finally got on the board at
the eight-minute mark, as senior co-captain Lauren Murphy scored her first goal
of the day on a pass from junior Alyssa
Corbett. The Jumbos added another goal,
this time by freshman Alyssa Kopp, just
before the half to cut the deficit to two
goals.

“It was hard to go from two
games that were such a blowout. The two games we played
before Bowdoin were pretty
easy for us, and then we got
to Bowdoin, and we knew it
was going to be a challenge.”
Chrissie Attura
sophomore attack/midfielder
The teams emerged from the break
and traded goals early, as Bowdoin
opened up the second half scoring with

KATE FORTIN/TUFTS DAILY

Sophomore Chrissie Attura handles the ball behind the cage against Endicott on Thursday. Attura failed to find the net on Saturday as the Jumbos fell to the Polar Bears 8-6 in overtime.

STATISTICS | STANDINGS
Men's Lacrosse
NESCAC Standings
Team

NESCAC OVERALL

Tufts
Wesleyan
Trinity
Middlebury
Williams
Amherst
Bowdoin
Bates
Colby
Conn. College

W
5
5
4
3
3
3
2
1
1
0

L W
0 9
1 11
2 7
2 6
2 5
3 5
3 5
3 4
4 2
7 1

Men's Lacrosse
G A
Clem McNally
Mark Warner
Chris Connelly
Connor Ginsberg
Chase Bibby
Michael Ludwig
Doug Smith
Mike Cortese
Jordan Yarboro
Stephen Ginsberg
Team
Goaltending
Matt Harrigan

28
15
13
9
6
5
4
6
5
2
100

4
14
9
8
3
2
3
0
1
1
55

Baseball NESCAC Standings

Women's Lacrosse
NESCAC Standings
L
1
1
3
3
3
6
5
3
6
9

P
32
29
22
17
9
7
7
6
6
3
155

GA Sa S%
77 123 .615

Team

Team

NESCAC OVERALL

W
7
7
7
5
7
6
6
7
6
3

L
1
3
3
3
3
4
5
4
4
6

Women's Lacrosse
G A

P

Middlebury
Amherst
Wesleyan
Williams
Trinity
Bowdoin
Tufts
Bates
Colby
Conn. Coll.

Courtney Thomas
Lauren Murphy
Jenna Abelli
Alyssa Corbett
Sarah Williams
Chrissie Attura
Maya Shoham
Bretlyn Curtis
Alyssa Kopp
Emily Johnson
Team
Goaltending
Tracy Rittenour
Gillian Kline

W
5
5
4
4
3
2
2
1
1
0

29
24
25
12
10
8
14
9
7
5
149
GA
33
68

L
0
1
2
2
3
3
4
3
4
5

9
7
4
15
17
13
6
2
3
5
88

38
31
29
27
27
21
20
11
10
10
237

Sa Sa%
38 .535
57 .456

NESCAC

OVERALL

Softball NESCAC Standings
Team

NESCAC

OVERALL

East
Tufts
Trinity
Bowdoin
Colby
Bates

W
5
7
5
0
0

L
1
2
3
5
6

T
0
0
0
0
0

L
7
3
10
13
11

T
0
0
0
0
0

East
Trinity
Tufts
Bates
Colby
Bowdoin

W
7
5
2
0
0

L
1
1
3
3
6

T
0
0
0
0
0

W
17
16
4
8
14

L
3
9
7
5
9

T
0
0
0
0
0

West
Amherst
Williams
Middlebury
Wesleyan
Hamilton

4
4
3
3
1

2
2
3
6
2

0 9 8
0 14 6
0 8 8
0 10 14
0 6 7

0
0
0
0
1

West
Wesleyan
Williams
Amherst
Middlebury
Hamilton

7
4
3
1
0

2
2
3
2
6

0
0
0
0
0

15
11
10
12
1

11
12
10
7
21

0
0
0
0
0

W
15
21
10
2
2

Softball
AVG HR RBI

Baseball
AVG HR RBI

Corey Pontes
Bryan McDavitt
Kevin Casey
Kyle Backstrom
Dave Katzman
Steve Ragonese
Brian Casey
Eric Catalanotti
Stephen Graham

.417
.395
.389
.355
.321
.313
.308
.253
.250

1
2
0
1
0
6
0
0
0

8
20
17
5
5
28
15
7
0

S. Kuhles
Maya Ripecky
Erica Bailey
Christy Tinker
Jenna Robey
Casey Sullivan
Roni Herbst
H. Kleinberger
Alison Drobiarz

.448
.404
.397
.385
.383
.382
.378
.342
.310

Team

.295

12

131

Team

.352 12 158

Pitching
Adam Telian
Derek Rice

W L ERA SO
4 0 0.74 31
3 0 3.77 17

Pitching
Lauren Gelmetti
Stefanie Tong

W L ERA SO
4 3 2.39 41
3 3 3.05 18

0
2
0
2
2
4
0
0
0

13
15
14
23
15
30
8
8
5

USILA Div. III Men’s Lax
as of Apr. 16, 2007

Ranking, team (No. 1 votes)
1. Salisbury (14)
2. Gettysburg
3. Western New England
4. Wesleyan
5 (tie). Nazareth
5 (tie). Tufts
7. Lynchburg
8. Ithica
9. Stevens Tech

IWLCA Div. III Women’s Lax
as of Apr. 9, 2007

Ranking, team (No. 1 votes)
1. Franklin & Marshall (12)
2. Middlebury (1)
2. Salisbury (1)
4. Gettysburg
5. The College of New Jersey (1)
6. Amherst
7. Trinity
8. Williams
18. Tufts

ABCA Div. III Baseball
as of Apr. 10, 2007

Ranking, team (No. 1 votes)
1. Wooster (7)
2. Chapman (1)
3. Emory
4. SUNY Cortland
5. Kean
6. St. Olaf
7. Wheaton (Mass.)
8. Texas Lutheran
NR Tufts
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SPORTS

Lacrosse squad wins one, loses one over long weekend
The number five might be an unlucky
one for the men’s lacrosse team.
After climbing to a tie for fifth in
yesterday’s United States Intercollegiate
Lacrosse Association poll, which matched
their highest rank of the season, the
Jumbos suffered an 11-5 loss yesterday at
the hands of a desperate Williams team,
falling to 9-2 on the year.
Tufts was also ranked fifth in the
nation before its only other loss, to
Western New England on April 3.
The Ephs blew the game open in the
fourth quarter.

After sophomore midfielder Chase
Bibby scored the game-tying goal with
13:48 left, knotting the game at five-all,
it appeared that the Jumbos would settle
down and take charge down the stretch.
But the floodgates opened in a fiveminute span from the 11:16 to 6:10
mark, in which six different Ephs players
scored goals to slam the door on Tufts’
comeback hopes.
Williams started the season 3-0, but
before yesterday’s contest had dropped
three of its last five — including twostraight NESCAC contests — and was in

dire need for a win to stay in the top half
of the league standings. Junior attack
Michael Vrla, who was given last week’s
NESCAC player of the week award for
scoring 13 goals in two games, led the
Ephs to the victory by notching a hat
trick.
Sophomore Tim White, the Ephs’ second-leading scorer with 16 goals on the
season, also picked up a hat trick. Senior
midfielder Chris Connelly shone in the
Tufts attack, netting three goals of his
own and also assisting on Bibby’s fourthperiod finish.

SCHEDULE | April 17 - April 23
TUE
Baseball

Softball

FRI

SAT

vs. UMass
Dartmouth
3 p.m.

WED

THUR

at Trinity
3 p.m.

at Trinity(2)
12 p.m.

vs. Brandeis
4 p.m.

at Trinity
4 p.m.

at Trinity(2)
1 p.m.

Men's
Lacrosse

vs. Bates
1 p.m.

Women’s
Lacrosse

at Bates
12 p.m.

Men's
Tennis

Women's
Tennis

Track and
Field

at Wheaton vs. Amherst
3:30 p.m.
4 p.m.

at Conn.
College
3:30 p.m.

SUN

MON

The weekend started on a much higher
note, as the squad notched a 9-7 victory
over conference-rival Bowdoin, propelled
by a four-goal performance from sophomore attack Clem McNally. After the
Polar Bears knotted the game at four
apiece, the Jumbos went on a three-goal
tear in the late third and early fourth
quarters to earn its ninth victory of the
season.
See tomorrow’s Daily for more coverage of yesterday’s game.

Texas cleans up, says Mertens
MERTENS
continued from page 15

Wheaton
Round Robin
11 a.m.

vs. Boston
University
4:30 p.m.
vs. Wellesley
3:30 p.m.
at MIT
Invitational
11:00 a.m.

Crew

at Worcester at Worcester
8 a.m.
8 a.m.

Sailing

Regattas at
MIT,
Coast Guard, Salve Regina,
Tufts, BU,
RWC

— by Matt Mertens

ing heads slammed Portland’s
2006 draft selections. Roy averaged 16.8 points, 4.4 rebounds
and four assists a contest while
anchoring one of the league’s
youngest teams by playing
with the savvy of a 10-year
veteran. Don’t be fooled by
Zach Randolph’s gaudy stats
of 24 points and 10 rebounds a
game; any Blazers fan will tell
you that Roy is the franchise,
and he will be a perennial AllStar beginning next year.
Most valuable player: Dirk
Nowitzki, Dallas Mavericks.
The league deliberately offers
no voting criteria for the MVP
award, but I’m a firm believer
in the basic idea that because
basketball is a team game,
team success has to be an integral part of choosing an MVP.
With this as a yardstick, it’s
pretty clear that it’s a twoman race between Nash and
Nowitzki. Nash has won twostraight Most Valuable Player
awards, and his play has actually improved this season, but

Dirk is doing more on a team
with less. Nash has Shawn
Marion, Amaré Stoudemire,
and Boris Diaw in his halfcourt offense; Nowitzki has
Josh Howard, Jason Terry and
Erick Dampier, which isn’t a
bad bunch of players, but it
clearly pales in comparison.
Dirk is the most skilled
seven-footer ever to play basketball: Put a big man on him
and he’ll rain threes all day,
but defend him with a small
forward and he’ll dissect you
from the elbow or on the low
block. No other player in the
league shoots 50 percent from
the field, 40 percent on threes
and 90 percent from the free
throw line, which is another
indicator of Nowitzki’s unparalleled offensive versatility.
And his defense has improved
to the point where he limited
most of Tim Duncan’s opportunities in much of Sunday’s
contest against the Spurs.
When the Mavericks hoist the
Larry O’Brien Trophy after this
year’s NBA finals, Nowitzki will
be the biggest reason why.
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Housing

Three Bedroom Apartment
Three bedroom. First floor of two
family. Great backyard and free
parking. 617-448-6233
Two-3 bedroom, one bath
Two-3 bedroom, 1 bath cable
ready apartments. Living and
dining rooms, front/back porch,
storage units. 3 min walk to Tufts.
Available June 1st. $1450/month
(without utilities). First month and
security deposit required. Call 877723-7946.
Boston Avenue Apartment
Two-3 bedroom, 1 bath cable
ready apartments. Living and
dining rooms, front/back porch,
storage units. 3 min walk to Tufts.
Available June 1st. $1450/month
(without utilities). First month and
security deposit required. Call 877723-7946.
3 Bedroom Gorgeous Apartment
Amazing Location - 2 Blocks
to Tufts, Newly Renovated,
Stunningly Beautiful. 14 foot
Cathedral Ceilings, Glass Blocks
in walls, New Designer Windows.
New: Heating, Electric, etc.
Parking negotiable. Available
09/01/07. $1,800. No Fees. Please
Call (781) 396-4675
2 Bedroom Beautiful Apartment
Absolutely Beautiful High End
Loft Apartment recently refinished. Entire House Rebuilt. New
Everything. Great Location close
to Main Campus. Parking options
available. Apt. available 09/01/07.
$1,650. No Fees. Please Call (781)
526-8471. Thanks!!
Excellent Location on College
Ave
opposite track, 3 bedrooms
on 1st & 2nd floor of 2 family
dwelling. Modern kitchen with
dishwasher, self cleaning oven,
and refrigerator. Washer dryer in
basement. Available June 1, 2007
for 1yr lease. $2050 plus utilities.
Contact Sal at 781-646-1377 or
turido777@comcast.net

Housing
4 Bedroot Sublet for Summer or
Yr Lease
Nice 4 Bedroom available as 3
month sublet starting on 6/1/078/31/07. Or can do year lease
starting 6/1/07-5/31/08. Hwd
floors, eat-in kitchen, dishwasher
and disposal. 3 min walk to Tufts.
Awesome unit and location. $2200
per month. Call 617-628-5310 or
e-mail tipp3@hotmail.com
Boston Avenue
Two-3 bedroom, 1 bath apartments. Includes living and dining
rooms, front and back porch, storage units. Available June 1st, 2007.
$1575 or $1650/month (without
utilities). First month and security
deposit required. Call 877-7237946.
Ball Square Beauty
2BR, 2Bath condo for rent. Central
air. W/D in unit. 1 covered garage
space. Newly updated. Short walk
to Tufts. Avail 6/1. $1,500 + sec
dep. 1 yr lease. Call 617-504-8708.
3 Bedroom Apartment
6 room, 3 bedroom apt. modern
kitchen, modern bathroom. nice,
clean apartment. On-campus.
Available June 1st. Call Phyllis 781395-4030
For Rent
Excellent large 4 BR apt. great
location corner house at tufts on
Packard Ave. Apt. has a LR, DR,
den, kitchen, and bath. Also has
driveway parking. Available on
June 1st. Please call at 781-2597102 or 781-856-3423
Spyder Web Enterprises_
Apartments Sublets and
Roommates. List and browse free!
Find an apartment, sublet or room.
In any major city or area. Studio, 1,
2 bdrm $800-3000. www.sublet.
com 1-877-367-7368
Four Bedroom Apartment
Four bedrooms totally renovated
in last two months. Right next to
school. Do not wait. Will not last.
617-448-6233
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Somerville Pearson Road
2 Apartments available. 4 bedrooms each 1st floor apt 3 levels,
8 rooms, modern eat in kitchen,
2 full baths, free washer & dryer.
2nd floor 7 rooms, 2 levels, eat in
kitchen, c.t. bath, free washer &
dryer, frt & rear porches. big yard,
drive way. $2300 or Make offer.
call 781-395-3886

Boston Ave.
On Boston Ave. 3 min walk to
Tufts. Hwd floors, eat-in kitchen
w/dishwasher and disposal. Living
room, pantry, 4 Bedrooms. Lots of
closet space. Front and back porch.
Laundry, storage, and parking.
Available 6/1/07. Please call 617628-5310 or e-mail tipp3@hotmail.
com. $2200/month.

One Room Sublet.
For the months June, July, and/or
August. One minute walk off Frat
Row. Fully furnished room in apartment with kitchen, living room,
bathroom, and basement. Free
laundry. Parking available. Contact
508-725-3553 or sonny.zhao@tufts.
edu if interested.

Subletters Needed!
On Capen St. East, right next to
campus. 2 apts: 5 bedrooms,
2 bath, kitchen and living room
upstairs & 4 bedrooms, 1 bath,
spacious kitchen and living room
downstairs. Available to sublet
June-August. Washer and dryer
in basement. Parking available in
driveway. Rent is $650 per month
not including utilities, but we are
willing to negotiate. Please contact Eliza: Eliza.Chamblin@Tufts.
edu .

Across From Professors Row
(2) 6 Bedroom Apts. Each has
Living Room, Hardwood Floors
throughout, C.T. eat-in-kitchen,
dishwasher, refridgerator, washer
& dryer, 2 baths, front & rear
porches and 4 car off street
parking for each apt. $4500/mo.
Includes heat & hot water. Avail
9/1/07 Call 781-249-1677
2 Bedroom Beautiful Apartment
Absolutely Beautiful High End
Loft Apartment recently refinished. Entire House Rebuilt. New
Everything. Great Location close
to Main Campus. Parking options
available. Apt. available 09/01/07.
$1,650. No Fees. Please call (781)
526-8471. Thanks!!
Four Bedroom Apartment
Four Bedrooms, three blocks from
school. Free parking. Washing
machine and Dryer in basement.
617-448-6233
Somerville Bromfield Road 1st
Floor
6 1/2 very large rooms. 4 bedrooms, eat in kitchen, wall to wall
carpet, c.t. bath, free washer &
dryer, off street parking. frt & rear
porches. nice yard, storage in cellar. great landlord. $2400 or best
offer. Call 781-395-3886

Housing

Furnished Apartments
FURNISHED apartments available
in a three family house, 5 rooms,
3 bedroom, eat-in kitchen, on quiet
street (Greenleaf Ave), short walk
to campus, large sunny rooms,
newer appliances, washer/dryer,
porch, plenty of on street parking (a permit is NOT required).
Apartments will be painted prior
to June 1. Rents are $1380/month
and $1470/month plus utilities. This
would be perfect for a group of 3
or a large group that is willing to
split up into more than one apartment. First month and security
deposit required. Available June
1. Please contact Ed at (781)3953204 or apts4rent1@yahoo.com
5-6 Bedroom Apt.
College Ave, 2 Full Baths, Parking,
Laundry, Renovations underway.
$600/bedroom. Call Bob 508-8871010

Services

Medford Tesla Ave- 3 BR
Apartment
2nd floor 110 sq. ft. updated &
maintained. Hardwood floors, natural wood, eat in kitchen, gas stove
& cook top, dishwasher, refrigerator, washer/dryer. Front porch &
yard. Garage & drive way. 1 min.
wlk. to campus, 15 min. wlk to
Davis Sq. 3 min. to T. No Pets, No
Smoking. $1800/mo +utilities Avail
June 1st (781)-438-2672
Great Summer Sublet Available
Gorgeous 5 bedroom, 2 bathroom
apartment only a half a block to
campus! Available June 1, 2007
to end of August, 2007. Large
bedrooms, large bathrooms,
new kitchen, nice common
area, washer and dryer. Does
not get any nicer than this. Rent
is $700 a month per bedroom
but is very negotiable. Call Alex
at 914-844-4359 or email Alex.
blumenthal@tufts.edu
4 Bedrooms-$2,600
Located on College Avenue.
Walk to campus. Eat-in kitchen
w/ new stove, dishwasher and
floor. Hardwood floors. Newly
renovated tile bath. Washer/Dryer
in basement. $2,600, avail 6/1/07.
Call Angela 617-670-2550 or email
angelam@kssrealtypartners.com.
3 Bedroom Gorgeous Apartment
Amazing Location - 2 Blocks
to Tufts, Newly Renovated,
Stunningly Beautiful. 14 foot
Cathedral Ceilings, Class Blocks
in walls, New Designer Windows.
New: Heating, Electric, etc.
Parking negotiable. Available
09/01/07. $1,800. No Fees. Please
call (781) 396-4675
2 bedroom and 4 Bedroom Apt
College Ave, Call Debbie 781-7891885

Storage
McCarthy Self Storage. 22 Harvard
Street Medford, MA 02155. 781
396 7724. Business hours Mon
thru Fri 8am to 5pm, Sat 9am
to 245pm, Sun 10am to 245pm.
Space available to students. Close
to Tufts Univ. 5*5*3 $30, 5*5*8
$48, 5*8*8 $62, 5*10*8 $67,
5*12*8 $77. Please call for more
information.

Wanted
Summer Camp Staff Needed
Boys overnight summer camp
staff needed. Camp Bauercrest,
Amesbury, MA - 40 miles north of
Boston. Looking for staff in the following areas: Waterfront Director,
Swim Instruction, Tennis, Athletics.
Contact: Rob Brockman, (978) 4430582, rob@bauercrest.org
Bicycle Tour Leaders Needed:
Summer Teenage Bicycle-Touring
Trips. USA, Canada, Europe. Salary
plus expenses paid. Student
Hosteling Program P.O. Box 419,
Conway, MA 01341. (800) 3436132, www.bicycletrips.com

Around Campus
Gardening Job
Garden helper(s) needed, starting
mid-April and thru summer. 4-8
hours/week; $10/hour. No experience necessary. Hours completely
flexible. Near campus. Call Mary,
(781) 454-9690.

Event
Commencement
What do you need to know?
Commencement 2007 http://commencement.tufts.edu

CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $5 per week with Tufts ID or $10 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of
the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of
an overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Jumbos settle for two out of three against
Bowdoin, face must-win series with Trinity

Barron’s squad looks ahead
to NESCAC Championships

BASEBALL

MEN’S TRACK

continued from page 13

“Protano threw 30 pitches,
which he would have done in
the bullpen anyway,” Casey said.
“He was going to have his workout today anyway, so we thought
we’d just use him. We’re trying to
win each one as they come. We’re
going to do whatever we have to
do to win the series.”
Senior tri-captain Bryan
McDavitt was a bright spot for
the Jumbos, going 3-for-4 with a
home run, while freshman Corey
Pontes went 3-for-4 as well, finishing out a 6-for-10 weekend
and pushing his average to a
team-leading .417.
Saturday’s first game initially
appeared to be a pitching duel,
as both Tufts’ senior Derek Rice
and Bowdoin’s freshman Carter
Butland kept their opponents
hitless through two.
The two teams exploded in
the third, however, as the Polar
Bears posted three runs and the
Jumbos plated four. Tufts managed only three hits in the inning,
relying mainly on Butland’s control troubles.
“We’re not putting the ball
in play enough,” Casey said. “I
thought we ran a little bit better
— when we put the ball in play,
we got infield hits. But we’re looking at too many strikes. That was
a pretty big strike zone, but it was
consistent for both sides, so we
can’t complain about that. We’ve
just got to hit the ball better.”
Both squads turned to their
bullpens to calm the storm, and
both succeeded. Polar Bears’
freshman Luke Potter and senior
Tyler Turgeon each surrendered just one unearned run in
2.2 innings of work, while Tufts
senior tri-captain Brian Casey
kept Bowdoin hitless in three
and a third innings.

“I actually thought Rice
pitched well,” coach Casey said.
“But we made some horrible
pitch calls, and that’s my fault.
But Brian came in and pitched
his ass off, so we won.”

“ That third game was
really important in
terms of putting us in
the driver’s seat for
the remainder of our
NESCAC East schedule. The fact that we
couldn’t get the win
means we let them
hang around. It’s
unfortunate that we
couldn’t move closer
to putting an end to
their season.”
Jason Protano
junior pitcher
The game headed into extra
innings tied 5-5, and no one
from either team reached base
in the seventh, eighth or top of
the ninth inning.
McDavitt broke the hitless
streak with a leadoff hit in the
ninth inning. As he attempted to
stretch his hit into a triple, Polar
Bears’ junior shortstop Kenneth
Kozens’ cutoff throw went past
the third base bag and into the
Bowdoin dugout. McDavitt was
awarded home plate and the
winning run.
In the series opener, Tufts
cruised to the victory, riding a
four-run fourth-inning rally to

an 8-3 win, the fourth of the
year for junior southpaw Adam
Telian. Telian allowed just six hits
in seven innings of work, while
Protano closed the game with
two perfect innings.
“I thought Telian pitched
great,” coach Casey said. “They
had six hits off of him, and no
earned runs. Then Protano came
in and shut the door for two
innings, and he did a great job.”
With the Polar Bears behind
them, the Jumbos will look ahead
to next weekend, which may
be their biggest of the season.
The Trinity Bantams are fresh
off a weekend sweep of Colby,
improving to 21-3 on the season
and 7-2 in NESCAC play. Tufts
must head to Hartford, Conn. for
next weekend’s three-game set,
one with obvious playoff implications for the 5-1 Jumbos.
“This weekend is huge,”
Protano said. “We just have to
take them one game at a time.
We feel like we can beat Trinity.
We’re going to go up there and
take that attitude there with us.
We’re very confident that we can
take them.”
The following weekend brings
another road trip for the Jumbos,
who finish their conference slate
in Waterville, Maine against
Colby. The last-place Mules may
be winless at the moment, but
they still have a chance to play
spoiler.
“We’ve got to beat Trinity in
two out of three to make sure
we’re in [the playoffs],” coach
Casey said. “Just beat Trinity two
of three, and Colby two of three,
and we’re in. We didn’t make it
any easier by not winning this
last game. We win this last game,
and we probably take Bowdoin
out in a lot of ways, but that
didn’t happen, so we made it a
little tougher for ourselves.”

continued from page 14

and it was good to see everyone come out and support
them on Sunday afternoon.”
Barron said. “They had great
overall performances considering the weather and a few
down events by each. I was
very pleased with their focus
and ability to stay in the present as the days progressed.”
Regardless of the meet,
horrible weather plagued the
Jumbos all weekend and for
athletes like McCleary, the
results were mixed.
“Personally, at the beginning of the meet when I threw
javelin the wind was affecting
me negatively and it psyched
me out a little, so I did not
throw too well,” McCleary said.

“But by the end of the meet I
ignored the weather and actually ran the best 400 hurdles of
my career.”
The Jumbos will look
ahead to this weekend’s MIT
Invitational, which will be followed by the ultra-competitive Penn Relays April 26 and
the all-important NESCAC
Championships at Middlebury
April 28. As anticipation begins
to build around the Jumbos’
camp, the team is beginning to
mentally prepare itself for the
season’s climax.
“We’re all very excited for
that meet,” McCleary said. “We
have a lot of guys placed in the
top 10 in a lot of the events.
Most of us are planning on
having our best performances
for that meet.”

Three-game sweep makes
Tufts second in NESCAC East
SOFTBALL
continued from page 15

that was the difference-maker.
“It was the toughest defense
we’ve played all year,” Gelmetti
said. “I got into a bit of a jam,
but we all got out of it together.”
After Tinker’s fourth-inning
sacrifice fly gave the Jumbos
a 1-0 lead, Gelmetti tossed a
one-two-three inning, striking out two. Tufts added three
more insurance runs in the
seventh with a two-run pinchhit home run by Robey — all
the offense Gelmetti needed to
seal the victory.
Earlier in the month the
Jumbos looked like they were
headed down a slippery slope,
losing six out of eight. Now,

having won six of the last
seven, it looks as if the troubled waters are behind them.
“There’s a lot of great talent on this team,” Kuhles said.
“We just need to click as a
team overall and start playing
together as a unit.”
“We were having some
problems,” Gelmetti said. “But
we’re getting ourselves back
together. I’m excited for the
rest of the season and to go as
far as we’re capable of going.”
The Jumbos were supposed
to play two non-conference
games on Sunday against
Wheaton and Western Conn.,
respectively, but both were
postponed due to the weather.
They will be rescheduled for
April 22.
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GARRY TRUDEAU

CROSSWORD

NON SEQUITUR

BY

WILEY

MARRIED TO THE SEA

SUDOKU
Level: Marathon Man

LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
Solution to Friday’s puzzle

“So the guy says, ‘Shove a feather up your ass?’ and the woman
says, ‘What?’ and he says, ‘It’s raining like hell outside!’”
—courtesy Michael P. Yarsky
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