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PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION

1018 Fifteenth Streot, N.W,
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CONTACT: Xatharine MeCavtar 789-5651
¥zt Manlesy 972-0320
Doyne Bailey 789-5663

FOR MELEASE: Wednssday PNs, May 6, 1987
EEALTR GROUPS PRTITICN OSHA TO PRONTSIT SMORTNG IN INDCOR WORXPLACEZS

WASEINGTON, DC, MAT 6, 1987—-Two national health groups have patitioned the
Ooupational Safety and Health Aduinistration (OFFA) to lesus an eBeTgency tampozasy
standard to prohibit smking in indcor werkplaces, in order to protect 52 millien
nonsmoking wozkers in the 4.8 mililen indcor workplaces :mw,-duyohu.

The petitioners =- Public Citizen Realth Ressazch Group (RRG), and the Amexisan
Tublic Health Assccisticn (ATEA) — urged OSEA £ take imediate acilon to bas
mcking in the workplace, in light of the extansive dew evidence on the dangexr
to nonsmckers fxca "sidestresa” sucka, The petition, if adopted by OGHA, will
gEoldbit encking in any indoor workplace under OSHA's jurisdictica,

In a cover letter; dated May 5, to the Assistant Secretazy for Cacupational
Salety and Health, John A. Pendergrass, signed by Dz. Sidney Wolfe of ERG and
Dz, Williaz X. MoBeath, Mﬁvo Dirvector of APHA, tha petitioners notad that

| & previcus petition to CSXA requesting such a ban on workplace steiing was denled.
"tow evidence Tegarding this issus necessitates a Za-evaluaticn of camA's positicn,"
the lmuz; stated, noting that "new {nformation cleazly documants the cazeine=~
| genicity of second-hand smcke, the exposurs of workars while on tho Job, and the
axtent of the risks for lung canger and other diseases caused by passive mkinq..'
The eazlisr petiticn was written befora much of the reseazch on passive axcking

vas cempleted and reviewed by the Surgeon General, experta at the National Acadexy
of §clences, the faviroamental Protection Agency, and others, the letter said,
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