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ResLife to enforce one-year
Special Interest Houses limit
by Jenna

Buckle

Daily Editorial Board

Justin McCallum / The Tufts Daily

Two students have created an online petition, which has gained over 250 signatures, calling on Concert Board to choose a female artist to perform at this year’s Spring Fling.

Students petition for female
Spring Fling headliner
by

Annabelle Roberts

Daily Editorial Board

After 18 years without a solo female
performer at the annual Spring Fling
concert, two students have started an
online petition to urge Concert Board
to bring a female artist to campus.
The Change.org petition, created by
senior Amy Wipfler and junior Julia
Rodgers on Feb. 1, has received 268
signatures as of press time.
“It’s something we put together to
try and encourage the Concert Board
to notice that students are actually
interested in having a female performer this year at Spring Fling,”
Wipfler said.

The last female artist to perform
solo at Spring Fling was Queen Latifah
in 1994, according to the petition. The
petition also suggests that she was the
headliner, but Tufts Daily articles published at the time identify the band
Fishbone as the headliner that year
— the Concise Encyclopedia of Tufts
History lists Evelyn “Champagne” King
as the only female headliner, in 1983.
The last female artist to perform at
all was Jenny Conlee, as part of 2009
opener The Decemberists.
The message conveyed by the performer’s music is as important to
Rodgers and Wipfler as the artist’s
see FLING, page 2

The Office of Residential Life and
Learning (ResLife) has this semester notified residents of Special Interest Houses
— including the Crafts House, the Arts
Haus and the culture houses — that the
university will begin enforcing a policy
barring students from living in one of
Tufts’ 15 culture or language houses for
more than one academic year.
The policy has been only loosely applied
in the past and was added to the Small
Group Housing manual within the last
few years, according to ResLife Director
Yolanda King.
“We’re doing it to give other students
an opportunity to live in the Small Group
Houses,” King said. “Last year we had two
to three houses that had almost 80 percent return back to the house.”
The new enforcement of the policy has
been met with opposition from residents
of the Crafts House and Arts Haus, both of
which have frequently allowed students
to return for multiple years. Even though
the policy was in place in previous years,
ResLife has historically approved housing
applications from the same students year
after year, junior Nicolas Lusardo, comanager of the Crafts House, explained.
“We are upset because the precedent
has always been that there wasn’t really
an issue of students staying more than
one year,” he said. “They did not make it
explicit to us until this spring semester
— we thought it was a little irresponsible
and unprofessional of them to surprise
us with this news when a lot of us were
planning on living there next year and
didn’t have adequate time to find alternate housing.”
Residents of the Crafts House, which
currently houses 12 students, submitted
an appeal to ResLife earlier this month
asking for a compromise that will allow
four students to return next year.

Lusardo said having residents return
for multiple years has become important
to the internal operations of the house.
“In our appeal, we basically said [that]
in order to assure proper accountability
and continuity for the Crafts House community, there needs to be at least two
co-managers of the house and the two comanagers of the Crafts Center to return
for a second year,” he said.
King said the Crafts House is the only
community to have contacted ResLife with
dissatisfaction with the policy. ResLife is
in the process of reviewing the appeal.
“We met with [the Crafts House]
and compromised that they can have
people come back in the house manager role, but they still were appealing
for more students,” she said. “So we’re
currently looking at that in terms of what
their role would be in the house, but no
decision has been made yet.”
Lusardo believes that having complete
turnover from year to year would diminish the feeling of community within each
house. The Arts Haus plans to appeal the
policy in full rather than attempt a compromise, according to Arts Haus resident
Carly Fuglei.
“We’re definitely not going to let it sit,”
Fuglei, a senior, said. “We think it really
would mean the end of Arts Haus. There
aren’t people that would carry on the
institutional legacy.”
“There aren’t people out there who
know the way in which the house works,
the application process, the house dinners, the house dues. That whole structure would collapse and it would just
become a dorm,” she added.
Fuglei noted that 14 people live in the
house, including a student who has lived
there for three years.
The Arts Haus aims to provide an alternative lifestyle for students who have
not yet found a place on campus, Fuglei
see HOUSING, page 2

Tufts ranks among top colleges for Peace Corps volunteers
by Justin

McCallum

Daily Editorial Board

The Peace Corps ranked Tufts 15th
among medium-sized colleges for producing volunteers in 2013, according to a
Feb. 5 press release.
Tufts currently has 26 undergraduate
alumni serving overseas with the Peace
Corps — five fewer students than last
year’s count — and has a total of 528
alumni who have volunteered since the
Peace Corps began in 1961, according to
Elizabeth Chamberlain, public affairs specialist for the Peace Corps’ New England
Regional Office.
“There has obviously been some
increased interest at Tufts,” Chamberlain
told the Daily.
Tufts also held the No. 15 spot in 2012,
after having previously fallen off the list
since 2008.
“Tufts is an awesome Peace Corps
school,” Katrina Deutsch, Peace Corps’s
volunteer recruitment and selection officer for the greater Boston area, said.
“Tufts has a spirit of community service
and volunteerism ... and it comes across
in the students.”
Alumni have gone on to work with
focuses on education, the environment,

public health and youth development in
various locations across the globe, according to the press release.
Chamberlain said that over the last
50 years Tufts students have most likely
served in all of the 139 countries in which
the Peace Corps is active. There are Tufts
graduates working in Benin, Cameroon,
the Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Guyana, Jordan, Madagascar, Nicaragua,
Peru, Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania and
Ukraine, among other countries.
Deutsch emphasized that Tufts’ guiding
principles, international focus and extracurricular groups such as the Leonard
Carmichael Society have contributed to
students’ strong volunteer mentalities.
“Students have a good foundation and
base in foreign service work and community development in their time at Tufts,
which translates well into making a difference as a Peace Corps volunteer around
the world,” she said. “It’s a combination
of that international relations, the language requirement, as well as the public
health and even environmental science
program that makes a really strong Peace
Corps applicant.”
Emily Weiss, who will volunteer with
the Peace Corps in Ethiopia after graduating in May, highlighted the similarity

Inside this issue

between the principles of Tufts and the
Peace Corps.
“I definitely feel like a lot of people at
Tufts have embraced the values of the

Peace Corps kind of champions,” Weiss,
a senior, said. “Active citizenship is kind
see PEACE CORPS, page 2

Courtesy Colin Harari

Colin Harari (LA ’10 volunteered with the Peace Corps in Tanzani after graduating. Tufts
ranked No. 15 this year in among medium-sized colleges for producing volunteers..
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Tufts graduates apply to join Peace Corps in greater numbers
PEACE CORPS

continued from page 1

of a buzzword around campus, and that’s
really important with the Peace Corps. So I
think the two mentalities overlap nicely.”
Alli Lawrence (LA ’11) said that her
time at Tufts trained her well for working
in child health and development with the
Peace Corps in Peru, where she is currently stationed.
“My experiences at Tufts prepared me to
succeed in the application process because

I had demonstrated academic, volunteer
and internship experience in community health and strong language abilities,”
Lawrence told the Daily in an email.
Colin Harari (LA ’10), who returned in the
fall from two years of volunteering in Tanzania
as a physics and math teacher, noted that
many of his former classmates have followed
in his footsteps by joining the Peace Corps.
“I do have a bunch of friends from
Tufts that have gone into the Peace Corps
the past year or two, and the numbers

seem to be increasing,” he said.
Peace Corps volunteers do not only
include students who have just graduated
from college, Chamberlain said.
“Some [volunteers] may have graduated
recently, and some maybe a decade ago,”
she said.
Deutsch attributed the high number of
Boston schools in the top rankings to their
large student populations and the city’s
college atmosphere.
“Boston University is the 19th larg-

est producer for large schools — with 59
alumni currently serving — and I think
that’s just the sheer number and size of
that university,” she said. “I do think if
Tufts had a larger student population it
would be up there as well.”
Harari believes that Tufts will rise in the
rankings in years to come.
“The more people that end up going,
the more awareness of what the Peace
Corps is sort of spreads throughout the
Tufts community,” he said.

Crafts House appeals newly enforced ResLife policy, awaits final decision
HOUSING

continued from page 1

said, calling the Arts Haus a
home for some New England
Conservatory (NEC) and School
of the Museum of Fine Arts
(SMFA) dual-degree students.
“They already feel like they
don’t have a spot at Tufts,” she
said. “So they’re going to kind
of lose out if they have to go
back to living in a dorm, and
they might just leave campus.
That’s another thing to think
of — that we might be losing a significant presence from
SMFA and NEC students.”
Strict enforcement of the policy could deter students from
applying to live in the Crafts
House and other culture or language houses, Lusardo said.
“So much of why people
apply to our house, and one of
the reasons I applied and loved
the Crafts House so much as a
freshman and sophomore, was
the ability to live in a house
with people I had met and
knew would be in the house
the next year,” he said.
Lusardo added that the
Crafts House has reached
out to other Special Interest
Houses in hopes of establishing a council that will give

them a greater say in ResLife’s
decision-making process.
“We’re forced to be in a reactionary position to policies
[ResLife] chooses to implement on a whim or of their own
choosing,” he said. “We just
don’t think that’s a very democratic process for us, or inclusive, or respectful of our wants
and needs as a community.”
Although members of the
Russian/Slavic Culture House
do not intend to fight the policy, sophomore and Russian/
Slavic Culture House resident
Samantha Ferello agreed that
only permitting students to live
in Special Interest Houses for
one year would weaken their
sense of community.
The Russian/Slavic Culture
House, which can hold up
to seven people, is home to
four students this semester,
she said, adding that many
students expect to live in the
house for another year after
returning from study abroad
programs.
“With a new set of students
every year, it will be harder
to build a community in the
house because everyone’s new
and they’ve sort of just been
thrown together,” Ferello said.

Caroline Geiling / The Tufts Daily

The Crafts House has appealed The Office of Residential Life and Learning’s policy that prevents students from
living in one of Tufts’ 15 Special Interest Houses for more than one year.

Petition calls for female Spring Fling
performer, rare in past years
FLING

continued from page 1

gender, Wipfler said.
“Julia and I are really interested in
having someone that has a more mindful message,” she said. “There are some
artists who don’t use language that is
necessarily empowering for women at
all, but are still women. It’s not necessarily that having a woman onstage is
going to make the message better.”
Concert Board began the process of
choosing artists to perform at Spring
Fling before winter break, according
to Concert Board Co-Chairs Julia Stein
and Mark Bernardo.
The process of selecting artists for
Spring Fling is a long and complex one,
according to Stein, a sophomore. First,
an agent investigates the availability and
cost of several performers Concert Board
is interested in bringing to campus.
“If we find someone we really like,
we will put a bid in with a base and
a cap,” Stein said. “The process takes
a while; you can put a bid in and not
hear about it.”
Bernardo, a sophomore, noted that
Concert Board’s discretion in selecting
an artist is limited by cost and dates, as
well as an additional factor this year:
genre. Before winter break, students
voted on bringing a hip-hop artist to
campus this spring in an online poll.
“You want an artist that will be fun
with good music, you can recognize the
name of and will enjoy, but we have to
remember we have a budget,” Stein said.
Wipfler said she and Rodgers provided Concert Board with a list of 65 female
hip-hop artists, including M.I.A., Robyn
and Santigold, who they believe would
be suitable for Spring Fling.
While Bernardo believes the suggestions Rodgers and Wipfler provided are
good, he said most of the artists were
out of the price range or unavailable.
“It’s not like we are excluding female

artists from the list entirely,” Bernardo
explained. “We actually talked about
getting M.I.A. for Spring Fling, but the
thing is she’s out of the country.”
There are fewer female hip-hop artists from whom to choose, according to
Stein, who attributes the lack of options
to the male-dominated music industry.
“It’s a little frustrating that people
are getting mad at us when it’s the
industry,” she said. “It’s the record
companies and the production companies. There are more male rappers
than female rappers that we at least
know about.”
Wipfler agreed that the music
industry, rather than lack of talent
among female artists, was primarily to
blame for the small number of women
brought to campus over the past several decades.
“There is definitely institutionalized
sexism,” she said. “It’s hard for women,
number one, to get ahead in this industry and, number two, be seen as the
kind of performers who can handle a
show like Spring Fling.”
While Stein noted that she and
Bernardo support women’s equality
in the music industry, she said that
choosing a female artist just in order to
make a social statement may not truly
satisfy the desires of the student body.
“Our goal is to please as many people
as possible,” she said. “It just so happens
that the music that is most pleasing to
most people and has the most name
recognition ... is a male performer.”
Even if Concert Board fails to sign
a female headliner this year, Wipfler
believes the petition will have served
to raise student awareness.
“I think people are going to be more
aware of who is chosen,” she said.
“People are going to think about the
background of the artist, what race are
they, what class do they come from,
what is the message of their music.”

Police briefs
The great escape

The Tufts University Police Department
(TUPD) at 12:20 p.m. on Feb. 8 during
the blizzard saw two males acting suspiciously in the Lower Campus Garage.
When officers approached them, the
males started running. Police made
contact with one of the males in
question and learned that they had
been smoking marijuana in the garage.
Officers asked the male who his friend
was, to which he responded that he
had just dropped his cell phone and
would contact the friend if he could
go find it. He then found the cell
phone, and the friend returned to the
scene. Officers confiscated the marijuana along with a scale and a grinder.
The males were not identified as Tufts
students and were sent on their way.

Finding keg-o

TUPD at 10:30 p.m. on Feb. 8 responded to a security alarm coming from
a house on Packard Avenue. While
checking the house, officers noticed
that the house next door at 100
Packard Ave. contained students drinking and a keg of beer. Police asked the
students about the beer, and the students replied, “What keg?” The officer
pointed to the keg, which was then
confiscated.

The abominable snowman

TUPD at 12:40 a.m. on Feb. 9 received
a call about a disturbance on Packard
Ave. Two males had reportedly been in
a dispute with four Tufts students, and
one of the males had pushed a female
student into a snow bank. Police
arrived on the scene and questioned
the males. They were both Medford
residents, and the one who had not
pushed the student was intoxicated.
The Somerville Police Department
transported the intoxicated male to

the hospital. The students did not want
to press charges against the male who
pushed the student.

Womanizer

Officers at 1:48 a.m. on Feb. 9 responded to a carbon monoxide alarm at the
International House on 13 Sawyer Ave.
Police had been there earlier in the night
at 12:10 a.m. to order the house to
shut down a party. When they returned
for the second time, they smelled marijuana and discovered 40 people there
still drinking. An officer announced
that it was time for everyone to leave.
A student made an obscene gesture
at the officer and yelled “F--k you.”
As the officer escorted him out of the
building, the student shoved the officer
a few times and continued to use profane language. The student was handcuffed and placed in a cruiser. At that
point the student admitted to shoving
the officer but said he thought the
officer was “just some a--hole trying
to hit on my girlfriend.” The student
appeared to have been drinking. Due
to the storm, the student could not
be transported to Somerville Police. A
complaint was taken out against the
student in court.

Dazed and confused

Police at 6:30 a.m. on Feb. 10
responded to call from Carmichael
Hall about an intoxicated female who
had entered the wrong room. The
resident alerted the hall’s Resident
Assistant, who came back to look for
the female. The female was not there
anymore but was eventually located
in another room with someone she
knew. She was then transported to
Lawrence Memorial Hospital.

— compiled by Jenna Buckle
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courtesy Mike Ritter

Adventurous Valentine’s Day dates can find plenty of options—such as Bergamot, on Becaon St., for a romantic meal off the Hill.

Valentine’s Day restaurant roundup
by Jon Cheng
Daily Editorial Board

For the student couple, an ideal
Valentine’s Day may involve a box
of chocolates purchased from CVS
and a bouquet of roses to call it a
night. Getting dinner at Carmichael
Dining Center instead of DewickMacPhie Dining Center because it’s
more “romantic?” Shame on you. This
year, the Daily yet again provides a
roundup of ideal Valentine’s Day restaurants, which range from affordable
to absurdly expensive. Reservations
are a must.
Bergamot
For the foodie Valentine
This hot new close-to-home eatery is Somerville’s best-kept secret.
Reasonable is the best way to describe
its New American, produce-based
menu, most of which is astonishingly
good. As of press time, Bergamot is
unsure of any special Valentine’s Day
menu, though their $39 nightly threecourse set-menu is an indication that
a special meal — if any — isn’t far-off,
price-wise. And with inventive appetizers — hand-cut lemon papardelle with
Jonah crabmeat, edamame, watermelon radish, kabocha squash and ricotta
salata — and hearty main dishes like
crispy yucca gnocchi and pan-seared
Idaho rainbow trout with grits, you’ll
know for a fact that you’re in for a culinary delight. End with a quintessential
Devil’s food cake, laced with passion
fruit curd, blood orange, sesame ice
cream and brown butter ganache, if
you’re feeling particularly raunchy.
Should things start to get awkward,
you can order from their wide range
of artisanal cocktails (from $10) and
craft beers ($5-13). 118 Beacon St.,
Somerville, MA, 02143, 617-576-7700,
bergamotrestaurant.com
Fogo de Chao Brazilian Steakhouse
For the fiery Valentine
Any talk about showing a softer
side for the year’s most romantic holiday is a moot point if that side never
existed. Particularly for the “meat”
kind of person, the famous Brazilian
steakhouse is an apt choice, given

the fact that waiters slide lobes of
fire-roasted meat off a skewer to your
plate, tableside. Fogo’s 15 cuts of lusciously tender meat — top sirloin,
rib eye, young leg of lamb, pork ribs
and tenderloin, among others — is
fit for a connoisseur and will fill you
up quickly, and that’s not even counting the exotic salad bar that precedes
the main meal. As if that wasn’t rich
enough, Fogo will indulge you further
with a heaping glass of papaya cream
with crème de cassis liqueur for dessert. Total damages for the feast? Just
under $50, plus tax. 200 Dartmouth
St, Boston, MA, 02116, 617-585-6300,
fogo.com

Toro Restaurant
For the exotic Valentine
Ken Oringer and Jamie Bisonnette
are not to be trifled with. Their upscale
rendition of the classics consistently
draw hour-long waits every night —
thanks to their notorious no-reservations policy, which is sidestepped for
Valentine’s Day — and it’s obvious why.
Rarely is foie gras served as tapas; here,
it’s paired with persimmon chutney
and candied walnuts. Crispy pork belly
with roasted pumpkin puree, chestnuts, chantenay carrots and kimchi
vegetables (panza de Cerdo, $14) is
yet another specialty, as is Asado de
Huesos ($10) — roasted bone marrow with radish citrus salad and oxtail
marmalade. And creamed corn? The
duo’s take on the Midwestern staple
is a heavenly combination of grilled
corn, alioli, lime, espelette pepper and
aged cheese ($8). It’s not romantic in a
traditional sense, but it’s adventurous
nonetheless. 1704 Washington Street,
Boston, MA, 02118, 617-536-4300,
toro-restaurant.com
UpStairs on the Square
For the romantic Valentine
Boston’s most romantic venue has
grown from just another Harvard eatery to a cult hit, thanks to their ridiculously embellished decor. With chairs
crusted in gold-leaf and walls washed
in bright pink, it could be mistaken
for a glorified doll-house, but this
dual-story restaurant, mentioned on
this list for the third year in a row, is

notorious for its hard-to-get tables on
Valentine’s Day. At the Monday Club
Bar, $75 gets diners a four-course
menu ($50 extra for wine-pairings)
consisting of hearts of palm and hearts
of bibb (pignoli, blood orange, date),
free-form lasagnette (winter roots,
robiola cheese, red currants) and
“hunk” of sirloin steak (broccoli rabe,
Barolo wine sauce). Desserts, though,
are evidently their forte, as evidenced
by specials like spicy hot chocolate
torte with almonds and crème fraîche
ice cream. For those willing to shell
out a little extra (read: $55), opt for
the Soirée Dining Room menu, which
offers treats such as Locke Ober lobster stew. Interested? Reserve early —
tables are going, fast. 91 Winthrop St,
Cambridge, MA, 02138, 617-864-1933,
www.upstairsonthesquare.com
Finale
For the ultimate Valentine
Surprise, surprise. Finale Dessert
and Bakery makes it to this list for
the first time in three years, but as
an alternate option. Dine elsewhere,
indulge here. Do come with an emptier
stomach, though, as the desserts here
are an exercise in sinful excess. Case
in point: molten chocolate, bakedto-order ($10.99) with coffee gelato,
milk chocolate covered almonds and
Valrhona chocolate sauce, their signature vanilla creme brulee ($9.99) or
citrus cheesecake ($8.99), with diced
strawberries and cinnamon-spiked
rhubarb sauce. Or opt for the entire
journey: Finale offers two or three fullcourse menus ($55 and $70, respectively), that feature dishes like spinach
and strawberry salad (toasted pecans,
pickled onions, bacon and zinfandel
vinaigrette), lobster mac and cheese
(with truffle Gruyere cheese sauce)
and their ultimate Chocolate Dream.
The latter dish, the star of the show,
is a base of molten chocolate crowned
with raspberries, served with vanilla
gelato with candied hazelnuts, white
chocolate caramel mousse, pecan pastry, chocolate haystack, espresso truffles and a pear tarte tatin. Convinced
yet? 30 Dunster St, Cambridge, MA,
02138, 617-441-9797, www.finaledesserts.com

o date, I’ve named and claimed over
15 majors over the last four years.
Now take a breath, and smile — you
are officially more decisive than I am.
For about a week, I was a biology major,
and then political science for upwards of a
month. Somewhere between being a child
development major and an International
Literary and Visual Studies student, I was in
engineering psychology, but I’d rather not
talk about that part of my past. We will call
those the “bad weeks.”
I went from one major to another for
about three semesters — but in secret, I
had declared a psychology major in my
freshman fall semester as a placeholder.
During my sophomore spring, after earning decidedly average grades in every psychology class and realizing that I wasn’t
as passionate about the field as I thought,
I went to an associate dean, sobbing and
riddled with uncertainty. Stop me if you’ve
heard this one before.
Not unlike most freshmen and sophomores (and juniors — you know who you
are), I was undefined, undeclared and insecure with my scholarly self.
After more trial and error than I
care to admit to, I declared a major in
American Studies, and I finally felt like
I’d found my academic home. I nested in
the basement of Eaton Hall and followed
professors like Christina Sharpe, Sarah
Sobieraj and Jean Wu around campus
like a lost academic puppy.
Consider Winter Storm Nemo: You’re
walking knee-deep in snow — probably
waist-deep for me — with hundreds of companions on your left and right. Stay with me
here, I’m a sucker for weather metaphors.
The only road behind you is the one you’ve
trudged — and ahead of you untouched
(academic and social) snow. Some folks
have their next steps planned out, with
freshly shoveled and salted gravel beneath
their feet. And there I am — without salt,
shovel, sand or as much as a “Hey, kid! Go
that way! There’s less ice that way!” So each
maneuver is a virtual first, and that makes
it all the more important and shaky as hell.
Each step is the first one ventured, and I am
being monitored from afar and compared to
the steps of others. Cue the insecurity.
Still, most phone calls with my mother
are reduced to a despondent pause, followed by a sigh of uncertainty on her end.
Then it comes: “Brionna ... what is your
major again?” My mother knows this. She’s
known for two years now, but each time she
asks I can’t help but feel like she wishes I’d
spontaneously change my academic direction toward something a bit more “marketable,” as she says. “I’m an American studies
major, mum, with a focus on institutions
and power in the U.S.,” I tell her from rote.
Another sigh. “What are you going to do
with that?” Then there’s my answer, and
her perplexed “Oh ... what’s that mean?” I
explain. Next, the contented “huh” before
she politely moves on to the next topic of
listless conversation. The silence between
first-generation students and their parents
can be deafening.
I’m at the point where I want to say, “I’m
going to do whatever I darn well please
with my degree, thankyouverymuch.” While
you don’t have to welcome the probing,
I encourage you to find sound footing in
your (un)chosen major. It’s just life, it’s only
undergrad, it’s about realizing that you don’t
have to sacrifice anything, you just can’t
do everything at once. Worst-case scenario:
you stalk professors via Twitter and blindly
enroll in each of their courses each semester. And that’s the worst that can happen.
Brionna Jimerson is a senior majoring in
American studies. She can be reached at
Brionna.Jimerson@tufts.edu or @brionnajay on Twitter.
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Your survival guide to a lastminute Valentine’s Day gift
A survey of romantic options in Davis
by Veronica

y Fil
Dail

Little

e Ph

oto

Daily Editorial Board

T

oday is Valentine’s Day, a
magical day marked by the
sharing of emotions and the
promise of love. Today is also
a day of forgotten obligations
and frantic scrambling for gifts. If you’re
one of the many people who forgot that
today was Valentine’s Day, then you’ve
come to the right place. Whether you’re
looking for a gift for that special someone
or you’re just looking to treat yourself
on this glorious day, we have compiled
for you a selection of local Valentine’s
Day gift and treat locales. From classic
Valentine’s Day presents to more quirky
suggestions for new Valentine’s Day traditions, this list has it all.
Nellie’s Wildflowers
Flowers and floral arrangements are a
critical part of any classic Valentine’s Day.
A beautiful flower arrangement, however,
has been known to get fairly pricey. At
Nellie’s Wildflowers in Davis Square on 72
Holland St., you can get flowers on a budget
for that special someone. Inconspicuous
and homey, Nellie’s Wildflowers offers a
large variety of seemingly flawless flora.

Although Nellie’s specializes in unique
and fresh floral arrangements for any
and every occasion, you should feel free
to utilize their walk-in storefront for last
minute Valentine’s considerations.
Established in 1990, Nellie’s is a staple
of the Davis Square community and
it’s not hard to see why. Nellie’s offers
incredible flowers at surprisingly modest prices, and on Valentine’s Day Nellie’s
is an essential for any college lovebirds.
And although flowers can be a gender normative tradition, the Daily
encourages you to think outside of
the box. Why not buy your boyfriend,
guy-friend, brother, father or roommate flowers? The delicate aromas and
subtle beauty of a bouquet of flowers
can serve as a sentimental gesture and
a thoughtful expression of affection
regardless of gender.
Nellie’s walk-in storefront is open
from 8am to 7pm and is the perfect
location for you to pick up a lovely,
traditional and thoughtful bouquet for
your special someone.

Kickass Cupcakes
Looking for a different take on the giving of sweets for your Valentine? Then
look no further than Kickass Cupcakes.
Located just outside of Davis Square on
378 Highland Avenue, Kickass Cupcakes
offers artisanal cupcakes in a bevy of
flavors and specialties.
Their website boasts that they only
use “all natural ingredients — no hydrogenated oils, no trans fats, no artificial flavors or preservatives.” Kickass
Cupcakes offers up delectable treats
with a conscience.
The cupcake flavors range from classic combinations like chocolate and
vanilla to more exciting choices like
“The Bubbly,” a limited edition treat
comprised of a vanilla cupcake with a
champagne soaked strawberry center
and pink champagne icing.
The cupcakes range from $3 for a
normal serving to $5 dollars for a socalled XL Cupcake. The menu also
includes deep-fried cupcakes and cupcake towers fit for the adventurous
cupcake connoisseurs.
Kickass Cupcake has even engineered a special and limited edition cupcake for Valentine’s Day. The
Valentine’s Day treat is made from a
chocolate or vanilla cupcake topped
with Valentine’s Day candy.
Cupcakes also make for great gifts.
In store, you can get a single, a halfdozen or a dozen cupcakes boxed and
gift-wrapped.
To check out the store and the myriad
of cupcake flavors, you can visit the
location or check out their website at
www.kickasscupcakes.com.
Dave’s Fresh Pasta
Looking to impress a picky foodie or a
lover of spontaneous indoor getaways?
Then break out your coziest lawn blanket, biggest lunch basket and a delicious
concoction from Dave’s Fresh Pasta.
Located in Davis Square at 81 Holland
Street, Dave’s has a stellar selection of
fresh and gourmet cheeses, meats, fresh
pastas and raviolis and wine. For the
cook, Dave’s offers the raw and authentic materials for an Italian feast.
However, you don’t need to be a cook
to appreciate and enjoy this fabulous
restaurant. Dave’s serves artisan panini,

wraps, salads, soups and so much more
at the restaurant’s lunch counter. There
is also a full kitchen where you can order
more standard entrees, which include
their much-lauded pesto sauce.
Churning out fresh pasta and ravioli daily, Dave’s can be a great choice to
make as a Valentine’s Day lunch outing
or as a specialty store for Valentine’s
Day dinner ingredients. In both cases,
however, you’re charged with selecting
from such a rich variety of ingredients
and flavors that you may find it difficult
to hone down your choices.
If you’re a brave Valentine with a penchant for cooking, head over to Dave’s
to buy some fresh ingredients for dinner
tonight. If, however, you’re a little less
confident in your cooking abilities, then
consider picking up some food or wine
from Dave’s massive selection.
Tapei Tokyo Café
Located in the heart of Davis Square,
right across from the Davis T stop at 7
Holland Street, is Taipei Tokyo Café窠a
quaint and perfect locale for a last minute Valentine’s Day dinner. Taipei Tokyo
has a decidedly comfy and couple-y
atmosphere; almost all of the tables are
set for two.
Taipei Tokyo offers two distinct
styles of Asian cuisine by serving both
Japanese and Chinese food. Those who
love sushi can take a seat at the sushi at
around $7 for a roll, while anyone clamoring for more classic Chinese chicken
and beef dishes will also be satisfied.
If you’ve forgotten to make the allimportant Valentine’s Day dinner reservation, never fear. Taipei Tokyo is the
perfect locale to bring your guy or girl.
Why, you ask? Because the atmosphere
is casual but the dining experience is
sophisticated—and you might not want
to spend a fortune on Valentine’s Day
dinner. So if you’re looking for delicious
sushi and Chinese cuisine at a charming
little restaurant in a charming square
where you can take a charming stroll
after dinner, Taipei Tokyo is the place.

With that, the Daily wishes you good
luck in impressing your Valentines and
finding the perfect gift for him or her.

Daily File Photo

Daily File Photo

Valentine’s Day can be a stressful day, but quick and easy gift solutions—like a Kickass
Cupcakes treat—are close at hand.

Davis Square offers a variety of services and stores—like Dave’s Fresh Pasta—that can help
you create a thoughtful and cheap Valentine’s Day meal or gift.
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Movie Review

‘Identity Thief’ burdened by predictable plot, immaturity
by

Carter Thallon

Contributing Writer

“Identity Thief” is a raunchy road trip
comedy with a simple yet meandering
plot that relies heavily on immature
humor — and yet, it somehow isn’t
actually that awful. Probably because
of Melissa McCarthy.
“Identity Thief” begins when mildmannered Denver-businessman Sandy
Patterson ( Jason Bateman) finds out
that his identity has been stolen, his
credit card is maxed out, he has missed
a court date in Orlando and his credit
score is now possibly ruined forever.
Patterson quickly decides to head to
Florida to find the thief himself and
take them back to Denver to bring
them to justice and fix his life. After
some quick sleuthing, Sandy finds out
that his identity has been stolen by
Diana (Melissa McCarthy), a squat,
selfish, manipulating woman.
After a little talking and a lot of handto-hand combat, Sandy eventually convinces Diana to drive back to Colorado
with him. However, Sandy’s problems
are far from over. The film falls into
the traditional road-trip movie plot,
and Sandy and Diana are forced to
persevere through many increasingly
ludicrous obstacles, including a large,
horny cowboy, dead hobo pants and
forest snakes. Really? Giant anacondas live in U.S. pine forests? There are
also several bounty hunters who are
also after Diana and try to capture her
throughout the film for reasons that are
never fully explained to the audience.
Thankfully, McCarthy’s performance
salvages the lackluster and extremely
mediocre plot and actually makes the
film watchable and entertaining. Her
character takes the jokes that were written in the script and makes them considerably funnier through her superb
acting. McCarthy’s character does get

Courtesy Bob Mahoney

Melissa McCarthy’s superb acting in “Identity Thief” generates most of the film’s laughs.
a little tiresome at points in the film
because she basically single-handedly
creates all of the laughs in the movie, but
those moments are brief and are more

the fault of the script. It is clear that
the script was written with McCarthy in
mind — “Identity Thief” basically feels
like Megan from “Bridesmaids” (2011)

got her own movie.
Although it is essentially the same
see IDENTITY, page 7

Theater Preview
The Artsy Jumbo

Courtesy Ted Simpson

The cast members in rehearsal preparing for the premiere of “Measure For Measure.”

‘Measure For Measure’s’
multifaceted cast promises
ambiguous dark comedy
by

Akshita Vaidyanathan
Daily Editorial Board

If you walk into the Balch Arena
Theater tonight, you will be welcomed
by beautiful concrete pillars and concrete flooring — the set for the Drama
Department’s spring production of
Shakespeare’s “Measure for Measure,”
directed by Sheriden Thomas.
A lot of work goes into putting on a
show of this scale, and the unforeseen
weather circumstances surrounding
Blizzard Nemo have made the process
a lot more difficult for the cast and
crew of “Measure for Measure.”
“Both the actors and the production team lost time [this weekend]
because of the blizzard,” said produc-

tion stage manager Esti Bernstein, a
senior majoring in English. “The weekend before we open, the actors are in
the theatre [from] 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
on Saturday and Sunday. We lost our
12-hour Saturday work day because the
building was closed, but we were able
to get into the building on Sunday.”
The twenty person cast — consisting of a mixture of three seniors, one
junior, seven sophomores and nine
freshman — is definitely multi-talented, as is proven by the haunting
musical number in the play. The scene
with the musical number is present in
the original Shakespearean script, but
sophomore Grace Oberhofer, who also
see MEASURE, page 7

Courtesy Natalia Vasquez

Vasquez works with a dizzying variety of media for her various art interests.

Senior Natalia Vasquez pairs art,
entrepreneurship
Few can say they have dabbled in
everything from photography to painting
to digital art to drawing. Senior Natalia
Vasquez, though, is more than experienced with all of those media. She began
drawing at a young age and has carried
around a sketchbook — or an “archive of
memories” as she calls it — for years.
“When I got to college, I started to
think of art as more of a tool,” she said.
At Tufts, she has taken numerous art
classes to expand her already exceptional
skill sets. Vasquez is majoring in international relations and plans to graduate
with a minor in entrepreneurial leadership studies.
“Throughout high school and college,
I’ve been doing graphic design and commission art,” she said. Indeed, Vasquez
has done everything from contributing

drawings to a technical botany book to
designing an ocean-themed surfboard
for her father’s birthday by using Posca
pens and sealant.
	These side projects, combined with her
international and entrepreneurial studies,
have propelled Vasquez’s future endeavors, which include a business plan for
designing artwork on snowboards, skis,
surfboards and skateboards. Her biggest
inspirations come from organizations
that use art as a source of change and
new ideas.
“If I go into social entrepreneurship,
I would like to use a multimedia platform to get people’s attention and make
something worthwhile,” she said. She is
well on her way. Check out her work at
www.nataliavasquez.daportfolio.com.
—by Jaqueline Noack
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Top Ten | Things more ridiculous than Carly Rae Jepsen’s Grammy nomination
	The Grammy Awards were
just this past weekend. Though
the Grammys are known as the
premier awards show for lauding and rewarding the artists
who create the best music of
the year, it still came as a shock
that “Call Me Maybe” was
nominated for “Song of the
Year” category. The song that
ruined summer has now reared
its ugly head and polluted the
new year. Call us ... not, and
savor a few things that are
somehow more ridiculous than
that nomination.
1) Nemo being named Nemo:
Just keep snowing, just keep

snowing, just keep snowing,
snowing, snowing...

can watch Mr. Cooper in
another giggle-fit.

2) The video of Monaco sledding down the Prez Lawn:
Formerly a professor of human
genetics at Oxford University,
now being coerced by Tufts
students to slide down the side
of a hill on a piece of plastic.
Looks like you made the right
choice, Tony.

5) Ryan Gosling’s face: Just like
a solar eclipse, if you look at it
directly your retinas will burn.

3)
The
national
debt:
$16,498,070,732,464.19 and
counting. Yeah.

7) Chris P. Bacon, the pig in a
wheelchair: That adorable pig
is named Chris P. Bacon. It’s so
menacing yet so cute.

4)
Anderson
Cooper’s
Ridiculist: Here’s hoping we

6) Ben Affleck winning an
Oscar in 1998 for “Good Will
Hunting” (1997): The same
guy who starred in “Gigli”
(2003) has an Oscar.

8) That episode of “Girls”

where Hannah does coke and
makes out with Laird: And you
thought “Girls” couldn’t get
more outlandish.
9) Nicholas Cage in anything:
You don’t say?
10) The fact that Earth may be
the only planet in the universe
amenable to life, and that all of
our existences may ultimately
be meaningless: It’s always
good to get a bit existential
before a long weekend.
— compiled by the Daily Arts
Department

McCarthy keeps otherwise typical road-trip movie fresh
IDENTITY

continued from page 6

role that he always plays,
Jason Bateman also does a
fine job as the straight man
in the film. Sandy is actually a bit feistier than most
of Bateman’s usual characters, which works well
for the film. Bateman plays
off of McCarthy’s loud
humor well, and his character actually fights back a
bit against the torture that
Diana puts him through.
Bateman does well in the
film and delivers another
one of his classic “average

Joe” characters adequately,
but his added spunk also
makes Sandy a little more
three-dimensional.
Director Seth Gordon,
who worked with Bateman
previously on “Horrible
Bosses” (2011), just can’t
seem to break out of mediocrity. However, the problems
with this film lie primarily
with the writer, Craig Mazin.
Mazin, who is best known
for another crude, predictable, plot-less screenplay
— “The Hangover Part II”
(2011) — just doesn’t deliver
a solid plot or wide variation

of jokes. There is only one
plotline for the characters,
which is to get to Denver,
and they are continually
thwarted by the ridiculous
escapades that befall them.
There is little variation to
the jokes as well. One could
argue that it is just the tone
of the film, but it is extremely difficult to sit through two
hours — which is too long to
begin with — of fast paced,
explosions, sex-and-fartjokes humor.
If you like more highbrow
comedies or have a British
sense of humor, then don’t

go to this movie. Otherwise,
though, it is worth a watch if
you have a couple of hours
to spare and you want to
laugh. The whole road-tripw h e re - e v e r y t h i n g - g o e s wrong movie is kind of cliche, but McCarthy’s performance carries it for most of
the movie. Additionally, the
generally upbeat tone of the
film and endless supply of
jokes make it hard to stay
upset at Mazin’s lacking
plot for too long.

Courtesy Ted Simpson

The cast of “Measure For Measure” rehearsing with director Sheriden Thomas.

Drama department readies Shakespeare’s ‘Measure’
MEASURE

continued from page 6

plays Julieta, composed the poignant
melody for the song that is sung
with beautiful harmonies during a
candlelight vigil to create a lovely yet
melancholic mood.
In addition to “Measure for
Measure’s” score, the audience will
also enjoy the cast’s original costumes, which are a mix of both
modern clothes and more periodappropriate garments. For example,
the executioner, played by senior
Michael Newman wears a gothic black outfit and eyeliner while
Mistress Overdone, played by freshman Evelyn Reidy, wears a beauti-

ful red olden-day corset dress. All
the elements of the production work
together in the Balch Arena to give
off the dark-comedy mood that this
Shakespeare play intends to have.
“Measure” follows the unfortunate story of Claudio, played by
sophomore Marcus Hunter, who is
unjustly sentenced to death. His sister Isabella, played by sophomore
Allison Benko, does everything that
she can throughout the play to save
him. Although it is frequently classified as one of Shakespeare’s comedies, “Measure for Measure” has
also been described as one of the
more problematic plays to classify, as
it contains several darker elements

which are often associated with
tragedies. This ambiguity is just
another element that will make
watching this drama department production even more
interesting.
“Measure for Measure” will
be running tonight through
Saturday, Feb. 16, and then
again next week from Feb. 21 to
23 in the Balch Arena Theatre.
Performances start at 8 p.m.
and tickets can be purchased in
person from the Aidekman Arts
Center Box Office or by telephone at 617-627-3493. Tickets
are $7 with a Tufts I.D. and $12
for the general public.

A
shadier
view

E

very so often, a film will come
out that tries to reinterpret a simple, universal story with a darker
slant. “Hansel and Gretel: Witch
Hunters” is a current, albeit silly, example of one of the hundreds of films that
re-imagines a world we all know in a way
that is very different and more complex
than we are used to.
Paul Thomas Anderson’s “PunchDrunk Love” (2002) does this same trick
with Adam Sandler’s screen persona. If
you’ve seen a Sandler film, you know
his man-child act that runs throughout
almost all of them. In this type of role,
Sandler is juvenile, prone to fits of rage
and sudden outbursts of tears and is
completely disconnected from the adult
world around him.
In essence, he is the embodiment of a
bratty kid. The humor stems from seeing
a fully-grown man act out like a spoiled
five year old or an angsty prepubescent in a way that is incongruous with
viewers’ expectations of how an adult
should behave. In these films, Sandler’s
man-child is glorified so that his stunted
nature seems both innocent and fun.
“Punch-Drunk Love” refuses to gloss
over the darker side of that kind of stilted adolescence. The film instead makes
that type of arrested development seem
sad and dangerous.
Right from the start, Sandler’s character, Barry Egan, appears anxious, scared
and most of all lonely no matter where
he is or whom he is with. This all stems
from how Egan radiates self-doubt.
Though most man-child centered films
love to highlight the lack of responsibilities aspect of boyhood, they ignore
another crucial part of adolescence: the
turmoil that arises from a lack of a real
sense of identity.
Egan rarely makes eye contact in the
movie, appears physically ill whenever
he is made the center of attention and
answers almost every question he is asked
with a self-conscious, “I don’t know.” He
is completely emasculated and bullied by
his older sisters — the natural enemy of
most young kids — in a way that suggests
he lacks a will of his own.
It is hard not to pity him throughout
these incidents. When his frustration
finally does boil over in a few violent
outbursts, like when he kicks in some
glass doors, it isn’t the kind of funny
temper tantrum you see in Sandler’s
other films, but rather a pathetic display
of a man who isn’t comfortable with his
core self.
What makes Lena (Emily Watson)
Egan’s soul mate, despite how little the
two actually say or interact with each
other, is how easily she can see the real
him through all the chaos of his life. She
can see who Egan really is even if he
himself can’t.
This gets beautifully played out in
Jon Brion’s score. Brion, known for his
phenomenal production work with artists ranging from Fiona Apple to Kanye
West, uses disharmonious percussion to
emphasize the disarray of Egan’s normal
work and lush orchestration to show the
soothing effects Lena has on him.
The score makes viewers feel Egan’s
chronic discomfort, as does the film’s
oddly paced dialogue and visuals, putting them on edge. Lena’s appearances calm everything else around Egan,
making viewers feel as if nothing could
bother him with her by his side. It
is a basic technique, but it works so
well because of how committed all of
Anderson’s directorial choices are to
making it work.
While most consider “Punch-Drunk
Love” to be a very minor work in
Anderson’s impressive filmography, it’s
actually a fairly challenging film that
responds to a wide range of current
movies while simultaneously creating a
hugely satisfying, emotionally expressive motion picture.

Joe Stile is a senior majoring in political
science. He can be reached at Joseph.Stile@
tufts.edu.
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The Daily wants to hear from YOU.
Have a problem with our coverage? Upset
about something happening at Tufts or in the
community?
The Daily welcomes thoughts, opinions and
complaints from all readers — have your
voice heard!

Send op-ed submissions, 800-1200 words, to
oped@tuftsdaily.com. Send letters to the editor to
editor@tuftsdaily.com.
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Special Interest Houses and ResLife should
compromise on housing
When the Office of Residential Life
(ResLife) this semester informed members of special interest houses that a
rule limiting students to living in these
residences for only one year would be
enforced, it inspired backlash from members of the Arts Haus, Crafts House and
other language and culture houses on
campus. Students have criticized ResLife
for its seemingly arbitrary approach
to informing the students of what had
been a relaxed part of housing policy
for the past few years. Director of the
Office of Residential Life and Learning
(ORLL) Yolanda King’s explanation of the
change is that it is meant to eliminate a
too-high return rate that keeps the same
people in the houses from year to year,
stymieing the ability of new students to
participate in house living. The residents,
however, worry about institutional legacy and sacrificing each house’s identity
to complete turnovers of residents each

year. ResLife and Arts Haus — as well as
the other houses that may contest the
newly enforced policy — should seek to
find a middle ground that maintains the
institutions in the houses but also follows
school policy.
Despite the fact that ResLife’s decision to apply this policy seems to be a
bit abruptly timed, that does not mean
that the policy does not apply — it is still
official school policy. At the same time,
there is absolutely a legitimate argument
for tradition and holding over students
to maintain said traditions in the student
houses. The houses offer a vibrant living
experience to students of all kinds, but
that possibility is limited when students
can occupy the house for multiple years
to the extent that the benefit of the houses is constrained to a certain few.
The Crafts House has sought to take
this approach, working to find an amenable result for parties engaged on the

issue. The Crafts House approach offers
a model worth following for those who
would seek a full change in policy to allow
current standards to continue, because it
seeks to maintain the important lifestyles
of the houses while giving more students
that same experience that members of
those houses cherish so deeply.
What could be an intense debate has
the potential to be solved simply, and for
the betterment of all parties involved.
Incomplete turnover in the houses allows
community to be fostered and renewed
in ways that promote growth of traditions that could improve the lives of all
in the houses, new and old. Keeping on a
couple of managers for the houses’ wellbeing and activities serves the purpose of
all involved in the issue, allowing more
students to partake in the traditions that
so many want to see defended and preserved and, at the end of the day, establishing a stronger sense of belonging.

Denise Amisial
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The Democratic Republic of Korea
(DPRK) confirmed Tuesday that it
conducted its third nuclear test in an
underground testing facility after South
Korean monitors detected seismic activity coming from the north.
The test came just two months after
North Korea angered international powers over a successful ballistic
missile launch that landed a weather
satellite into orbit and sparked even
more United Nations sanctions on
the self-proclaimed “self-reliant” state.
The United Nations Security Council
denounced the test and is planning
future sanctions, but their actions will
continue to be in vain unless all of the
Security Council’s member states can
uniformly sanction North Korea, iso-

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

lating it from international aid until it
ceases nuclear programs.
The problem is that, though most of
the world’s powers are allied in efforts
to ostracize the DPRK and its antics,
China has continued an economic relationship with Pyongyang despite the
fact that it has voted in favor of implementing the last three sanctions. Any
international trade with North Korea
strengthens Kim Jong-un’s regime and
his desperation for making a name for
himself — not the impoverished North
Korean population that has an abysmal
GDP of $40 billion as of 2011, according
to the CIA World Factbook.
North Korea has made it abundantly clear that sanctions, embargoes or
any other international actions will not
deter its plans of developing weapons of
mass destruction. Even after the missile
launch in December, the DPRK boasted

their actions were poised to create a
nuclear warhead capable of traveling
as far as the U.S. When a government
as oppressive and ill-advised as North
Korea continually ignores international
stability the way it has since the end of
the Korean War, there needs to be serious and relentless pressure placed on it
until it complies. Ignoring the intensity
of the DPRK’s persistence toward nuclear weapons by only suggesting U.N.
sanctions that it continues to ignore
is shameful.
Though nobody wants the events of
the Korean War to be repeated, the ineffectiveness of U.N. sanctions needs to be
considered when thinking about future
plans regarding North Korea. If China is
unwilling to participate in implementing the sanctions, perhaps it is worthy of
consideration to implement sanctions
upon bystander, but enabling, nations.
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should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
All letters must be word processed and include the writer’s name and
telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must be verified.
The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.
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Retired pope, brighter future
by

Colin Smith

The Daily Free Press

Pope Benedict XVI announced his
retirement Monday, becoming the first
Pope in nearly 600 years to take such
a step. The announcement was met
with widespread and wide-ranging
emotions across the US, with virtually
every news outlet providing a story on
the event. As the news cyclone swirled
Monday, facts forwarded and explanations grasped at, I couldn’t help but
become utterly stuck to one simple
question that seemed to sink like a
stone among a sea of more complex
and elaborate queries: Why?
Why does this matter? Why does it
matter that a Pope whose most notable steps have been the further alienation of an already alienated, archaic
religion is stepping down? Indeed,
when all is said and done, I do believe
Pope Benedict’s most notable action
in his eight-year Papal tenure will be
his termination of that tenure. That
statement is meant as a backhanded
slap, to be sure, but also as a serious critique of a man who, among
other things, ignored increasing cries
to allow women into the priesthood,
accept gay Catholics into the church,
and unite more closely and harmoniously with other world religions. Given
these actions, I believe Benedict XVI
will go down as a weak Pope. However,
this does not mean, unfortunately, that
I hold any great hope for Benedict’s
successor.
The antiquated and immovable
moral foundations of the Catholic
Church — and all world religions for
that matter — are increasingly at odds
with the largely secular moral framework of our country. An example of this
would be the great strides our country
has taken in the areas of gay rights and
gender equality, the biggest obstacles
to which have come from organized
religion, both in the Catholic Church
and various fundamentalist Protestant

sects.
The heyday of Catholicism, and of
Christian religions in America, is dwindling. Polls and statistics show that
increasingly younger generations are
abandoning the religions in which they
were raised. If they are anything like
me, they are doing this not as a matter
of theological objection or a rejection
of the sense of community the church
provides, but from an awareness of the
ever-widening gap between their own
ideals and the Church’s. Catholicism’s
failure to adapt and solve — or at
the very least hear out — issues concerning gay rights, contraception and
gender equality may be winning them
points with the older, conservative
generations. But these are not the
people the Catholic Church must win
over if it wishes to survive in the U.S.
and globally. The church must win a
young following, and to do this they
will likely have to do something very
difficult for an organization founded
on the teachings of historical figures:
They will have to look to uncharted
territory.
I write this column not as a militant
atheist. I was raised Catholic and am no
longer. I have doubts, certainly, about
the absolute guarantee of a greater
power beyond that which I can see
and hear myself, just as I have doubts
about most things that are told to me
in black and white and with absolute
conviction. I am, however, open to the
possibility of a God. Heck, I may even
want one. If I am to become a religious
adherent in my adult life, however, the
Church is going to have to meet me
half way. They are also going to have
to admit, hard as it may be for them,
that there are some things they are not
sure about, theologically, morally and
socially. As it stands now, the Church
equates all uncertainty with weakness,
and anything less than iron conviction
with fallacy. This may have worked for
our parents’ generation, serving as a
rock on which to lean, but we are the

generation of uncertainty, and we do
not mind if our leaders show themselves to be human.
I mentioned before that I hold no
great hope for the next Pope. Indeed,
I am a cynic, and it may be hard to
fully please me unless the next Pope
is Barack Obama. I am aware, and
not entirely pleased, that the next
Pope will be someone who has spent
his entire life in abbeys, churches
and monasteries, doing work which
though morally sound is hardly connected with most people or issues of
today. But supposing I can accept this,
may I ask in return for a religion that
accepts — or at least acknowledges —
the social values I have clearly chosen
in my own personal life? Why must I
choose between being a Catholic and
being a Liberal? I shouldn’t have to,
and nobody should have to choose
between practicing their religion and
practicing anything else they damn
well want.
Young people are on the verge of
abandoning this God advertised as
infinitely accepting and loving, all
because his representatives on Earth
are not infinitely accepting and loving enough. The Church is no longer
needed as a moral framework on how
to live our lives. For that we are doing
just fine on our own. What it can provide is a sense of community, a sense
of shelter and warmth for those who
have otherwise been cast out, rather
than a barrier against those same
people. After all, Jesus’ earliest followers included prostitutes and street
thugs, beggars and outlaws. Perhaps
the Catholic Church needs to look
no further than this for its lesson in
diversity.
The next Pope best understand all
of this. He best understand the superfluous nature of God in our modern
society, best know the thin ice that he
walks on and the fog which surrounds
him. Then, and only then, can he make
his light shine through.

Off the Hill | University of Michigan

Obama’s manufacturing solution
by

Paul Sherman
Michigan Daily

For the past four years, Americans
have been waiting for the solution
to the economy they thought would
have come sooner. Four years ago, in
his first State of the Union address,
President Barack Obama said that
Americans had to “answer history’s
call” in the light of a potential “second
depression.” This time, as he entered
the House chamber and looked in the
television cameras for a fifth time, he
focused on the idea that creating middle class jobs must be the “North Star
that guides our [economic] efforts.”
While there are many important
issues that face this country, I was
pleased that the president brought up
manufacturing. He said that Washington
must “guarantee that the next revolution in manufacturing is made in
America.” With the Republicans reeling
and looking to find support, Obama
must strike a bipartisan agreement on
the fiscal issues facing this country.
Now is the time for Congress to finally
make America a “magnet for jobs and
manufacturing.”
Though there have been signs of
erosion, the American manufacturing
industry is still one of the largest in
the world. A Jan. 2012 Congressional
Research Service report found that
America’s share of global manufacturing activity has decreased in recent
years. China’s manufacturing sector is
almost as large as in the United States,
valued at $1.814 trillion and $1.756
trillion respectively. In Dec. 2012, the
manufacturing sector made modest

gains in manufacturing activity and
factory hiring.
One of the common arguments
related to manufacturing thrown
around recently is that American companies are outsourcing jobs to other
countries because their labor laws
allow manufacturing operations to be
more profitable. However, this is not
as big of an issue as most Americans
think it is. As the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics has found, the effect of outsourcing has been minimal. In the
third quarter of 2012, when more than
100,000 workers were laid off, firms
told BLS that less than one percent of
these workers had their jobs moved to
another country.
An article from The Atlantic reported
that American companies are seeing
the economic benefits of keeping jobs
in America and have, in fact, started to
“insource” jobs. China’s Foxconn, the
Chinese manufacturing giant, is actually planning on increasing their operations in the United States. American
companies are realizing the benefits
of keeping jobs in the U.S., which will
limit the effect that outsourcing will
have on the economy.
On the other hand, what’s preventing companies from producing in the
United States is the attractiveness of
production in other countries. Part of
the issue is that the value of the dollar
made producing goods in the United
States less attractive than other countries with cheaper labor and production costs and lower marginal tax rates.
If America wants to become more
competitive in this regard, the federal
government must be willing to cre-
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ate a plan that provides subsidies and
“lowers tax rates for businesses and
manufactures that [will] create jobs
right here in America.” This would help
reduce the costs of production in the
U.S., which would make companies
more willing to attract new jobs without having to reduce workers’ salaries.
One point that President Obama has
been stressing is that increasing our
focus on alternative energy will make
America a stronger manufacturing
country. According the Department
of Energy, in Aug. 2012 the wind sector was employing “75,000 American
workers, including workers at manufacturing facilities up and down the
supply chain, as well as engineers and
construction workers who build and
operate the wind farms.” People are
now feeling the benefits of alternative energy manufacturing. On top of
providing jobs, it will help Americans
save money on energy consumption.
This is the direction the manufacturing sector is going. If we fail to recognize the importance of alternative
energy, America will fall behind.
Manufacturing is what has driven
America over the past century. If we
plan to give up on manufacturing,
we are throwing the future of this
country away. But words can only go
so far. This plan will not completely
revive the American car industry
or the steel industry. While it’s not
complete, President Obama’s plan
will make American manufacturing
industry more competitive that it
is today so that we can be authors
of the next great chapter in our
American story.

Walker BristoL | Notes From the
underclass

Fostering
consent

T

he piercing Boston cold didn’t stop
them: a cluster of vigilantes were rallying cheerfully alongside the buses
shuttling people to Winter Bash,
dancing and singing and belting, “Consent
is sexy — date rape is not!”
The Consent Culture Network (CCN), a
coalition of student leaders and progressive activists who fervently support gender
equality, has in the last few months spearheaded a valiant campaign against sexual
assault and rape culture on campus. They’ve
hosted workshops for social groups, they’ve
distributed the popular zine “Learning Good
Consent” and on Feb. 1 they engaged in a
direct-action rally and bystander intervention program to encourage consensual sex
at one of Tufts’ biggest and most drunkenly
disordered school-sponsored events.
“We were a group of friends seeking to
illuminate the depth of our peoples’ burdened minds,” said freshman Katrina Dzyak.
Dzyak protested at the bus stop outside
Aidekman along with almost two dozen
other activists, singing pop song remixes
and passing out condom-grams (contraceptives latched onto cardstock with a poetic
illumination of what is consent and what
isn’t). The response of passers-by was overwhelmingly positive — as Dzyak recalled,
“we exhumed the power of passion, and
hopefully conveyed a message abundant in
transformatory content.”
The CCN organizers originally planned to
engage the rally as a flash mob among the
masses waiting inside the building for the
buses, but ran into administrative trouble at
the scene. Sophomore Kumar Ramanathan
explained that “The Office of Campus Life
didn’t appreciate our presence and wouldn’t
let us into Aidekman proper.” Regrouping,
the rally strategically positioned themselves
between the building’s exit and the bus
stop, breaking into song and dance — consent-centric rewritings of Macklemore and
Carly Rae Jepsen — whenever ticket-holders made the trek. Despite having blocked
CCN’s entrance earlier, the security guards
at the site were more or less hands-off during the action. “They seemed to enjoy our
singing, and commended us on our message,” Ramanathan said.
The word “protest” may be a suspect
label — the rally was intentionally pro and
positive, not anti or negative. Students go
to Winter Bash for fun and relief. The CCN
was there to facilitate that, not hinder it -- to
protect against the oppression of and those
who might be taken advantage of whose
experience could be devastating. It was less
a “protest” of rape culture and more a celebration of consent and good, safe sex. Leah
Muskin-Pierret considered it to be enthusiastic and lively, but nevertheless earnest and
meaningful: “We had compassion for our
fellow Jumbos, who deserved a exhilarating
night, not a nightmarish one.”
At the Bash itself, activists clad in “Got
Consent?” and “Consent is Sexy” shirts stuck
around to answer questions about consent
and keep an eye out for dangerous behavior.
The CCN’s mere presence was intended to be
a strong influence on the party’s atmosphere.
Rather than having little more than hotel
security — busy enough dealing with the several hospitalizations — to offer them a feeling
of safety, people saw friendly faces chilling
nearby with humble, positive messages on
their chests. They could enjoy their night
with fears of assault at least a bit subverted.
But Winter Bash isn’t the only event
where such a showing is needed, and
past mistakes need to inspire future
action. CCN heard the voices of the
oppressed — the violated, the raped,
the silenced — and took action where
they’re most subverted. “Fall Ball is a
secure, high-detail event, and yet this
year I know numerous people who were
touched, grabbed and even further violated without their consent,” said CCN
member CJ Ghanny. “And we sure as
hell weren’t going to let that happen
again at Winter Bash.”

Walker Bristol is a junior in the School of
Arts and Sciences majoring in religion. He
can be reached at walker.bristol@tufts.edu

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.

The Tufts Daily

12

Comics

Thursday, February 14, 2013

Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

wednesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: These stairs have now become ramps. Sorry for the convenience.

Late Night at the Daily

Wednesday’s Solution

Martha: “You’re dripping from somewhere.”
Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily

Please recycle this Daily.

by

Wiley
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Tufts finishes off Continentals with late game run, looks towards the playoffs
MEN’S BASKETBALL
continued from back

the Continentals went on an 18-7 run
that spanned six minutes in a last ditch
effort to catch the Jumbos and sneak into
the playoffs.
Up only three at 61-58, with under
eight minutes to go, Tufts showed the
maturity that players like Ferris and
Anderson have been looking for, and
went on an 11-2 run to go up 72-60 en
route to the 10-point win.
Despite the win, the team was not
entirely satisfied and felt they could have
put on a stronger performance against the
weaker opposition.
“Hamilton shouldn’t have scored 64
points on us, and although we played
pretty well on offense, 74 points isn’t even
that great for us,” Ferris said.
It was also frustrating for the Jumbos to
have outplayed Hamilton for most of the
game and not be able to put them away, an
issue that plagued the team in the first part
of the season.
Earlier in the year big leads would turn
into losses — but on their senior night,
the Jumbos were able to keep it together
against Hamilton, a sign of how the team
has grown mentally and emotionally.
“We’ve done a really good job, and Oliver
[Cohen] in particular has done a good job,
of getting us together and reminding us
that we have to play as a team,” Ferris
added. “Even though [Cohen’s] not the
captain, he has done a really good job of
seeing things and telling us that we need
to do something differently, which kind of
happened last night.”
With the regular season behind them,
Tufts can look forward to their first game of
the NESCAC tournament against Bowdoin
on Friday, and similar to what they have
done all year, continue to learn from their
mistakes, and grow as a team.
“Looking forward to our upcoming
games, if we want to beat these good
teams like Bowdoin, you can’t lay back
after you’re up 10,” Anderson said. “You
have to push that lead up to 20, and stomp
on them.”

Josh Berlinger / Tufts Daily Archives

The men’s basketball team triumphed against Hamilton Tuesday, improving on last year’s record.
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4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
(781) 863-0440 No Fees, Prices
Starting at $595/BR
Clean modern Apartments near Tufts.
Laundry facility.
Large kitchens with new refrigerators,
dishwashers. Bathrooms remodeled.
Newly refinished hardwood floors,
Porches, Off Street parking in Garages

com/NCA.Associates
More information or appointment
contact John atNCA.Associates@
gmail.com

Photos at http://picasaweb.google-
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4 Bedroom, 3 Bdrm & 1 Bdrm
Apartments
3 Beautiful Apartments. Completely
refinished. Entire
House Rebuilt. Stunning. Great
Location very close to
Main Campus. Parking available. One
Bed $1,100. Three
Bed $1,900. Four Bed $2,600.
Available 09/01/13. 781526-8471.

-

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Harden, Westbrook, Durant to share the court again
INSIDE THE NBA

but will be at a disadvantage Sunday
night, as the focus of their games is on
defense but will be playing in an offensive exhibition. Even though there is a
ton of talent on that team, the throne still
belongs to James who will absolutely look
to dominate this game.
On the other side, the West is comprised of a lot of veteran and fundamentally sound bigs, whose efforts in the
regular season have propelled them to
an All-Star nod. LaMarcus Aldridge represents the biggest hope for the low-post,
while Zach Randolph has been showing
that he can still do it after all these years
and David Lee is enjoying a great season
in a Renaissance year in the Bay Area.
West Coach Gregg Popovich selected

continued from back

reserve Tim Duncan, will represent the
old guard this year, as they are the only
players with 10+ ASG appearances.
This ASG is almost reminiscent of the
transition into the Jordan era in the 1990s,
with James peaking and asserting his control of the league. But the East will also
have a collection of talented players making their first appearances like Kyrie Irving,
Paul George and Holiday. As well, there are
a number of players who are just coming
into their own and earning respect for
their style of play such as Joakim Noah,
Tyson Chandler and Luol Deng.
Players like Deng and Tyson Chandler
are a treat to watch in the regular season

Tony Parker to run with Tim Duncan
and expect them to torment the East
with endless amounts of pick-and-rolls
between the ageless veterans.
The main storyline, though, is
Oklahoma City’s big three of last year
sharing the same court again. James
Harden rightfully earned a spot on the
roster with his hypnotic moves in the
lane, and his reward is a chance to run
again with KD and Russell Westbrook.
After a disappointing loss to the Heat in
the Finals last season and a devastating
trade to break up the group, it will be bittersweet to watch these young guns fly
around in the same uniform again.
MVP: LeBron James

Elephants in the Room
Sabienne Brutus
Senior
Women’s Track and
Field

Elliot Kardon
Sophomore
Men’s Squash

Nor’easter
Nemo was...

Worst job
you’ve ever
worked?

Favorite
President?

Wack

As a
telemarketer

German
Chancellor
Angela Merkel

Way weaker than Walmart back-toschool greeter for
I expected
Tufts event

Michael Winget
Freshman
Men’s Swimming

Christine Garvey
Senior co-captain
Women’s Swimming

Amazing

Snowy

Lifeguard at an
indoor pool

Cleaning poop
off the bathroom
wall while I was a
lifeguard

I can’t believe I Strangest thing
used to like ___ a coach has ever
said to you?

Tyga

“Stop running
like a duck”

“You’re cute like
Attempting to play
a puppy dog...
non-squash sports
WOOF WOOF”

Clinton

Calvin Coolidge

Lincoln

Non-Ben-andJerry’s ice cream

“I’m getting
the deer in the
headlights look”

Hotnewhiphop

“Would you mind
not bending
down while I’m
back here. I don’t
want to have one
of those awkward
swimmer/coach
moments...”

all photos courtesy tufts athletics

Women’s Basketball

Senior Night win and lucky draw propel Jumbos to No. 1 seed
	It was an energy-charged atmosphere at
Cousens Gymnasium for the women’s basketball’s final regular season home game and
Senior Night. But after honoring seniors Bre
Dufault and Maggie Riddle, both teams came
out flat, resulting in an ugly game that Tufts
took, 57-37, a result that doesn’t reflect the
performance.
“I thought I might have been a little bit
more emotional, but I knew the importance of
the game and I think that hindered that aspect
of it,” Dufault said. “It’s a really special day, and
I think it’ll hit me as soon as we stop, but for
now we’re still going.”
	It was a difficult night for the Jumbos, both
on and off the court. Graduate forward Kate
Barnosky was out of the starting lineup for
the first time all season, and finished with
just 22 minutes played, her least in a game
since early January. Sophomore starting point
guard Kelsey Morehead took warmups with

the team, but never entered the game, while
junior Caitlin McClure came out with street
clothes and crutches and never left the bench.
“It’s the end of the season, people are a little
banged up,” Dufault said. “But it gives people
a chance to step up.”
The result was one of the sloppiest halves
the Jumbos have played this season. Tufts
went into the locker rooms with nine turnovers, and ended the half by making just six of
their final 20 field goals. But the defense was
as strong as ever, holding Hamilton to just 15
points and earning the team an eight-point
lead at the break.
“We came out a little slow, a little soft.
We just didn’t execute our offenses as well as
we’re used to,” Dufault said.
Things didn’t get any better for much of the
second half, and a pair of free throws made it
a six-point game with just four minutes to go.
But the Jumbos refused to let the Continentals

-

get any closer, ending the game on a 14-0
run while forcing turnovers on four straight
Hamilton possessions. Junior Liz Moynihan
provided the dagger, knocking down a three
pointer, getting a steal on the other end and
hitting another.
With the win, Tufts closes out the season
23-1 overall, with a 9-1 NESCAC record, both
program records. The team is in a three-way tie
with No. 6 Amherst and No. 19 Williams at the
top of the conference, which was broken last
night by a random draw, giving Tufts the top
spot. Provided the Jumbos can win out, the
team will host the semifinals and finals as well.
Tufts will also avoid Amherst and Williams until
the final round.		
The Jumbos take on the Bowdoin Polar
Bears on Saturday at 4:00 p.m. in the conference quarterfinals. Check out tomorrow’s Daily
for a full preview.
—by Ethan Sturm

G.J. Vitale | Who’s on First?

E

Media’s
role in
sports

SPN The Magazine just came out
with the “Music Issue” of their widely
circulated publication. Featured in
the issue are athletes recreating the
covers of their favorite albums. Renditions
included Olympic swimming sensation Ryan
Lochte replacing the money-hungry baby
from Nirvana’s “Nevermind” (1991), Tampa
Bay Buccaneers QB Josh Freeman as Michael
Jackson on “Thriller” (1982) and, my personal favorite, U.S. Women’s Soccer star Alex
Morgan lounging as Katy Perry on “One of the
Boys” (2008).
I think this was one of the coolest ideas for
an issue that ESPN The Magazine has had in
recent memory. It’s fun, it’s different and it’s
certainly something people will talk about. For
a day they got to be rock stars — granted, that’s
not a huge difference from their lives as bigshot athletes, but it’s a stretch nonetheless.
Which transitions into a related topic: how
media outlets portray sports figures.
First, let me reiterate my absolute support
of the Music Issue. I thought it was genius
and gave the athletes a chance to break away
from the usual photoshoots. More importantly, however, the images serve to bridge that
expansive gap that sits between professional
athletes and us normal people. You know the
one: they get complimentary bottle service
and the VIP room while you freeze outside
as Pitbull is played yet again on your friend’s
Pandora “Party Mix.” Yeah, that gap.
Second, I want to point out that I realize
that deciding to shoot these album covers was
not the idea of the athletes themselves, but
instead the brainchild of those who work in
the PR department at ESPN — “the worldwide
leader in sports.”
Third, as a fan it isn’t hard to further adore
one of your favorite athletes if they have just
recreated an album by an artist you also adore.
“We like the same music, too? We’re like the
same person,” etc. It isn’t out of the question
that Alex Morgan just tripled her fan base after
being Katy Perry for a day.
Now that we have what I like to call a “relative framework” established we can talk about
media’s role in the sports world.
The “Music Issue” brings to mind an obvious relationship, so let’s go there first. Music is
as much a part of the big four (baseball, basketball, hockey and football) as any component. If you’ve ever been to a basketball game,
you know that they continuously pump music
through the sound system, even during play.
Baseball has the luxury of “walk-out” songs,
which hitters get to choose as their 10-20 second intro before they step up to the plate —
probably the most personalized use of media
by individual players during competition.
Hockey and football alike blast music during every stoppage of play and celebrate scores
with an energetic fan favorite, perhaps Zombie
Nation’s “Kernkraft 400.” And no matter when
the music is played at sporting events, the
stadiums’ need for popular music to be played
has made many artists richer than the players
themselves. TV and Internet have developed
a way to transform every detail of sporting
events into a form of entertainment. ESPN has
done the best job, by far, of delving into every
means of communication and semi-journalistic possibility. Shows and websites dedicated
solely to specific sports have created niches
that have been enthusiastically received by
the viewing public who are seeking more and
more detailed analysis. Anchors like Stuart
Scott and John Anderson are as recognizable
as the athletes they talk about.
Media has its place in sports, and, for now,
it seems like the two exist in a happy partnership, one boosting the experience of the other.
At the end of the day, without the media,
sports would lose their pizazz. After all, if
people aren’t watching, money’s getting lost.
G.J. Vitale is a junior majoring in biologypsychology and English. He can be reached
at Gregory.Vitale@tufts.edu.
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Men’s Basketball

Jumbos close out regular season with a win
by Jake Indursky

Daily Editorial Board

Heading into the game Tuesday against
Hamilton, there was a different feeling on
the men’s basketball team—a feeling of
MEN’S BASKETBALL
(16-8, 7-3 NESCAC)
at Cousens Gym, Tuesday
Hamilton
Tufts		

34 30
44 30

— 64
— 74

confidence and accomplishment.
After a disappointing finish for the team
last year, which consisted of four straight
losses to end the year, including a first
round exit from the NESCAC tournament,
the players this year were determined to
head into the postseason differently.
“We had talked four games ago [about]
not dropping the last four like we did last
year,” senior co-captain Scott Anderson
said. “That was a really disappointing way
to end the season last year, and the guys
who were on that team all talked to the
freshmen this year, and just said ‘we can’t
do it; we can’t end like that again.’”
However, with a February 2nd loss to
Amherst, 100-89, it appeared as if the team
might crumble once again.
“It was after the Amherst loss last year
that we kind of fell apart,” Anderson
added. “So after we lost to them this year,
we knew that we had to get right back on
that horse and it was kind of difficult, we
did stumble a little bit during that Clark
game, but I think we bounced back pretty
well against Hamilton last night.”
Although the game meant a lot symbolically for a team trying to move past their
lackluster finish last year, it was an actual
must-win game for the Continentals, who
needed to secure a win for a berth in
the NESCAC tournament. But the Jumbos
closed that door, taking control in the second half for a 74-64 victory.
“We did a good job matching their intensity, which was something I was a little
worried about coming into the game,”
Anderson said.
Throughout most of the first half neither
team would yield, and the Jumbos found

Josh Berlinger / Tufts Daily Archives

Junior guard Oliver Cohen dished out nine assists in the Jumbos’ 74-64 regular season finale victory over Hamilton.
themselves holding onto a less-than-comfortable lead. Freshman guard Stephen
Haladyna led all scorers with 14 for the
game, and all of which came in the first
half, providing a big boost in an otherwise
low-scoring affair.
With Tufts up only four with nine min-

utes to go in the first half, Haladyna scored
the next seven points for his team, to
increase the lead to nine, and the Jumbos
managed to push the lead over double digits to close out the half with a 44-34 lead.
The second half featured more of the
same from both teams, with Tufts able

to keep Hamilton at bay thanks to eight
second half points from sophomore guard
Ben Ferris and seven from Anderson.
With just under 15 minutes to go in the
game, and with Hamilton down 54-40,
see MEN’S BASKETBALL, page 14

Inside the NBA

All-Star Weekend Preview
by

Cameron Yu

Senior Staff Writer

This year’s NBA All-Star Game
Weekend in Houston came with
a lot of changes, from the voting
system to the Dunk Contest format, but as always, this weekend
should be an incredible display
of talent and athleticism. Here’s a
quick breakdown of the events.

Taco Bell Skills Challenge
An event that seemingly
allows competitors to get flashy
is actually more about speed and
finesse. Competitors are asked
to perform a variety of passes
into goals, jump shots, layups,
and dribble courses. It’s obvious
to pick fast point guards with
exquisite ball handling skills and
incredible finishing abilities, but
this event isn’t geared towards
that type of player. Past competitors John Wall and Kyrie Irving fit
this category, and haven’t been
able to win.
Although the event is timed, a
player like Jeff Teague, who is an
explosive athlete, might be just
a little too fast for the event, and
the jump shot could give players
like Jrue Holiday and Jeremy Lin
a hard time. The middle ground
is controlled by Tony Parker, last
year’s winner, who looks poised

to repeat his title. He plays with
such control, but always seems
to be a step ahead of his opponent, and his experience should
be enough to give him the win.
Winner: Tony Parker

high percentage from all spots.
And with that being said, the
tiebreaker goes to Curry, as his
beautiful stroke will carry him to
the win.
Winner: Stephen Curry

Foot Locker 3-Point Contest
The key to winning the 3-point
contest is being comfortable
shooting the ball all around the
arc. And any player who hopes
to win has to get into a rhythm
early, see the ball go through the
hoop from all five spots, and then
catch fire right in time for the
final round. Defending champion Kevin Love will not be participating, opening the door to a
wide range of players.
The shootout is geared towards
catch-and-shoot players, which
is why we see Matt Bonner and
Steve Novak competing, even
though the two haven’t attempted a great deal of shots this season. These two are the epitome
of stand-still, 3-point shooters
and they both will probably light
it up Saturday night.
But the two players most likely
to win this are Ryan Anderson
and Stephen Curry. They have
both shown throughout the season that they can connect from
anywhere beyond the arc, and
they both shoot at an incredibly

Sprite Slam Dunk Contest
It’s been hard to watch the dunk
contest in the past few years, as
the league’s greatest stars have
declined to participate, leaving
lesser-known contestants forced
to resort to skits and stunts, with
mixed results. With the contest
changing its format this year to a
West vs. East style to increase collaboration among competitors,
this could actually be a great year
for the contest.
The East rolls out with a sneakily strong roster, which includes
former dunk-champ Gerald
Green, rookie-sensation Terrence
Ross and James “Flight” White.
Green was already the owner of
one of the best prop-dunks in the
contest’s history, when he blew
out a candle on a cupcake in the
2008 Dunk Contest.
Ross has taken the league by
storm with his amazing opencourt dunks. The rookie loves to
kick his legs out, which should
give him some style points, and
work the ball around in the air.
He should be helped by being the

teammate of Demar Derozan,
who had one of the most underrated dunks in recent contest
memory in 2011.
And finally, White is a headscratcher of a pick, until you look
up his YouTube videos. One of
his highlight tapes is of him pulling off dunk after dunk from the
free throw line, starting off with
powerful slams but then going
between the legs. If he can pull
that off this weekend, Kenny
Smith will just lose it.
The West’s contestants are no
slouches, either, as they bring in
defending champ Jeremy Evans,
the Manimal, Kenneth Faried
and Eric Bledsoe. Last year,
Evans probably had one of the
weakest showings for someone
who won the contest: His most
impressive slam was catching
two balls from Gordon Hayward
and dunking them both, a typical stunt dunk. More should be
expected from Evans this year,
with his long wingspan and ability to get above the rim, and he’ll
need a stronger showing if he has
any chance of repeating.
Faried, on the other hand, is
your classic in-game dunker, a
type of contestant that has had
mixed results in the past. He has
amazing leaping abilities and
incredible force at the rim, but

can he put some variety in it for
the contest?
And for people who don’t
know Bledsoe, it’s about time to
make his acquaintance, as the
six-foot one-inch guard will put
on a show this weekend. While
he doesn’t get as much press
as the other high-flyers on his
team, Bledsoe should benefit
from being around Blake Griffin,
Deandre Jordan and Chris Paul.
Pound for pound, no one dunks
with as much force as Bledsoe
and when you couple that with
his amazing hops, Bledsoe is the
pick to win the dunk contest.
Winner: Bledsoe
The Main Event
Sunday night’s All-Star game
will feature a classic roster of
mainstays, along with some fresh
faces to invigorate this year’s contest.
The West will roll out an almost
all-Los Angeles lineup, with Chris
Paul, Kobe Bryant, Kevin Durant,
Blake Griffin and Dwight Howard
getting the start. The East put
forward Dwayne Wade, LeBron
James, Carmelo Anthony, Kevin
Garnett and the replacement
for injured starter Rajon Rondo.
Bryant and Garnett, as well as
see INSIDE THE NBA, page 15

