






























'academic freedom' meant freedom to pursue war research, the Dean 
turned quite searley. " 
shoemaker, n. A cobbler's body that has been entered and informed 
by the soul of a prince. 
skin, v. To ignore the inside of something. "There is more than one 
way to skin a katz." Hence, skinner, n. one who skins. 
slote, v. To swallow something large or cumbersome (e.g., a sword, 
a horse, r.:1 epistemic principle). "She just opened her throat and 
sloted the goat", "If you can slote that you must be pretty ungry. " 
smart, v. To argue against someone until what is going on in him is 
like what would be going on in him had he sat on a tack. "That 
smarts. " See also outsmart. 
strawson, n. The descendant of a strawman, a position obscurely 
descended from a position never occupied. 
suppesition, n. Any assumption equivalent to the axiom of choice. 
taylor, v., (in the idiom, to taylor the argument) To defend an absurd 
position or conclusion by inventing equally absurd premises or infer­
ences; as in, "It's easy to get a proof of fatalism if you know how to 
tay lor the argument." Also, taylor's dummy, an absurd principle on 
which to hang bits of metaphysical nonsense. 
thomson gun, n. A double-barreled sniping weapon developed 
at M.1. T. 
unger, n. Extreme epistemic undernourishment, often developing 
into a sceptic ulcer. "The suggestion that no one knows what he had 
for breakfast this morning is strictly from unger. " 
vendle, v. To attempt to sell a philosopher a linguistic bill of goods; 
hence, vendler, n. One who vendles. 
vlastos, n. Ceremonial denunciation by the moravcsiki of anyone 
doubting the contemporary relevance of Plato or Aristotle. Hence, 
vlast, v. with off, to issue a vlastos. 
wang, n. (not in polite usage): the organ of ramification. 
warnock, n. a bruise, sustained in fencing. "I was lucky to get away 
from Oxford with nothing more than a couple ofwarnocks." 
weiss, adj. Said of one who royces. "He's a weiss guy. " 
wej, n. The sign of disjohnson. 
wiggins, n. pI. A series of small jumps, inserting missing premises 
between any two others. "As we proceeded along with our wiggins, 
the conclusion seemed to get farther and farther away." 
wilfrid, adj. Said of a theory one presumes to be true but finds 
incomprehensible; "You physicists all seem to agree, but it's wilfrid to 
me." "I'm sorry, your Holiness, but every time you explain the 
Trinity to me it goes all wilfrid in my mind." Also, said of a person, 
bewilfrid. 
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winch, n. A delicate shudder of incomprehension. "Give him a 
winch and he'll take aryle." Hence, winchcraJt, an incomprehensible 
social institution. 
wisdom, n. A state of clarity and understanding so complete and 
exhaustive yet also so detailed and complex, as to be totally 
incommunicable. 
wollheim, n. A leisurely investigation, with well-intentioned desires 
to return home to the point, but always wandering off again. 
ziff, n. A nasty philosophical dispute. "I had a ziff with him once in 
the journals." 
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