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SHOKING BAN WINS
CLINTONS SUPPORT

Six Sur.geun's' General Favor
Prohibifing Tobacco Use
in All Public Buildings
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special to The New York Times . ;
WASHINGTON, Feb. 7 — The._l;_‘lin- _
l ton-Administration today backed legls- |
lation to ban smoking in taverns, hard-
ware stoves and all other buildings
open io the public, saying the nation
[ eould save tens of billions of dollars
i each year, along with ‘thousands of
lives, with only small enforcement
costs, - o :

In sdadition, the last six Surgeons
General of the United States, from four
Republican and twoe Democrauc Ad-
minigtrations, spoke in support of .the
measyre at a Houge subcommittee
hearing. They echoed the theme that

this simple measure could do more far
‘ the public health thar any other bill in
| YeArs. _ ) . :
Speaking against the measure was
Charles 0. Whitlay of the Tobacco in-
stitute, which represents large tobacce
companies, * This attenpt to ban smok-

" ing is an example of social engineering
‘on a vast scale’” Mr. Whitley said.
““Such massive tervention in the pri-

l vate lives and choices of one guarter of
|aur adult population recalls the ex-

tremism of Prohibition, the last nation- -

al crusade against a supposed social
evil.” -
| The praposed Jegisiation, the Smoke-
| Free Envirenment Act, was debated at
a hearing of the Epergy and Com-
merce subeommistee on health and the
environment. 1t would ban smoking in
every bullding regularly entered by 10
or more peaple st jeast one day a week,
not including residences. Building own=
ers couid have special smoking rooms
“in public buildings if the roems were
| not used Yor anything else and if the
smoky air was vented outside rather
than circulated back into the building.
The biil would also ban smoking near
,. building entrances.

‘A Turning Point’

Repregentative Henry A. Waxmas,
the California Demuocrat who heads the
subcommittee, said seday: “This Is the
first time that any Administration,
Democrat or Republican, has support-
ed comprehensive, nationwide, restric-
tions on smwoking, This hearing is the
first time that six Surgeons General
have appeared before Congress on any
issue. This hearing marks a turning
point. The national mood has changed.
The American public has awakened to
the dangers of environmental tobaecs
smoke and ls demanding tough Federal
action.” | : :

Carol. M. Browner, the Adminjsira-
tor of the Environmental Protestion
Agency, testifiéd that her agency esti-
" mated that if the bill became law the
lives of 5,000 ta 9,000 nonsmakers would
be saved, along with those of 33,000 to
99,000 smokers who would quit smak-
ing or cut back. _

Ms. Browner estimated the savings
in medical costs and lost wages at £8.5
billion to $12 billion a year.

The bill provides penalties for those
who operate bujldings that fail to come-
. ply with the law, but it relies on com-
plaints by members of the public to
enforce the ban, The bill authorizes any
aggrieved person or agency tu take
complaints to Federal Distriet Court,
where & fine of up 10 $5,000 a day could
be imposed, C

Ms. Browner said the cost of enforce-
ment and of “smokers’' ropms'" in some
buildings would amount te $70 million
: to $200 million & year, She said tHat if
every building in the nation puf in a
siokers’ area, the cost could be as -
much as $3.5 hillion, but she said that
wauld stili fall far short of the savings
from the measure.

| Mr. Whitley of the Tobacco Institute
{said the legisiation would waste Fed-
“eral money because it could lead (o
.many court actions against building
owners whe failed te enforce the law.
“Anti-smoking zealots will be able to
subjact bullding cwners and lessees
who permit smoking to endless harass-
ment,” he sald, “Their motio might
become *where there’s smoke, therg’s
a lawauit.' ) .

Bills hanning smgking have recently
{ared well in Congress. Three months
ago, the House passed a bill that would
ban smeking in Federal buildings, but
Senate has vet {0 take up the legisia-
tion. A week age, the Senaie passed &
bill to ban smoking it any buildings
that house children's programs fi-
nanced by the Federal Government.
‘}r;hat Bill has yet to be taken uvp in the
: House. '




