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Group to propose
Asian American
studies minor
by

Nina Goldman

Daily Editorial Board

The Race and Ethnicity Working
Group this semester is constructing a
proposal for an Asian American studies minor. The proposal is part of the
group’s goal of expanding the Tufts curriculum to include more academic perspectives on race and identity.
The American Studies Program will
serve as the academic sponsor for
the minor, according to Professor of
Biology Frances Chew, who serves as
co-chair of the working group. The
minor will initially consist of current
Tufts courses, but more courses, taught
by members of the recent cluster hire
of faculty members, may be added to
support the proposed program on race
and ethnicity, Chew said.
The group will work on the proposal
for the remainder of the semester until
it is ready to present to a curricular
committee and then to the School of
Arts and Sciences faculty for approval,
according to Chew.
“There is a proposal but it is not yet
in shape to send to the committee,”
Chew said. “We’re still in … big-time
discussion.”
“I’m hoping it’s going to be on the
committee’s doorstep by the end of the
semester,” she added.
The addition of an Asian American
studies program would be an important
step for Tufts and has been requested
see ASIAN, page 2
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Students place second in Clinton Challenge
by

Patrick McGrath

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts students involved with the Village
Zero Project this past weekend traveled
to the annual Clinton Global Initiative
University (CGI U) at George Washington
University and competed in the second
annual CGI U Commitments Challenge,
a competition of ideas and projects from
college students.
The Village Zero Project, which was
founded by three Tufts students and aims
to track cholera in Bangladesh using
cell phone or mobile health technology,
advanced to the final round of the online
bracket for the CGI U Commitments
Challenge. The project ultimately lost
to Panda Cycles, an organization from
George Washington University that sells
and donates bicycles made of bamboo.
The Village Zero Project applied to
take part in the competition and was
selected as part of the top 16 organizations that would take part in the
bracket, according to Co-Founder and
Chief Technical Officer of the Village
Zero Project David Meyers.
Although the winners received no
financial award, they did have the opportunity to shake Bill Clinton’s hand on
stage this past weekend, according to
Co-Founder and Chief Financial Officer
of the Village Zero Project Kate de Klerk.
The Village Zero Project was created
last summer after the three co-founders
of the organization came together during
a class titled “Epidemiological Methods,”
according to Meyers, a junior.
“Our mission right now is to track
cholera in Bangladesh using cell phone
technology or mobile health technology,

CGIU.org

The Village Zero Project advanced to the final round of the Clinton Global Initiative University
Commitments Challenge but ultimately came in second to Panda Cycles, an organization
from George Washington University.
and we’re doing that because we predict, and a lot of members of the scientific community who work with cholera
in Bangladesh predict, that outbreaks
annually start along the coast and then
move inland as the bacteria gets into the
sewage system and contaminates the
water supply,” De Klerk said.
“Our goal is to track the spread of the
disease so that we can have hard data
that show the movement of the disease

and so that we can make a case for
diverting resources to the region where
[outbreaks] start annually,” she added.
De Klerk said the most important elements of the competition for their organization were networking and name recognition.
“I think it was a reward in and of itself
to be in the finals, and really we’ve bensee PROJECT, page 2

Tufts students
launch new social
media platform

The silence of the Lamb

by

Nina Goldman

Lizz Grainger

Daily Editorial Board

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts Emerging Black Leaders (EBL) on
Saturday held its eighth annual symposium
in Cabot Auditorium, titled “The Dream
Unfulfilled: The Myth of Meritocracy,” with
panels and performances addressing the
issues of meritocracy, or the lack thereof, in
American society.
The event was attended by students, professors and alumni, while the speakers represented fields such as education, psychology,
business, government and activism.
The choice of meritocracy as this year’s
focus was a near-inevitable one, according to
Co-President of EBL Jessica Wilson.
“It just came to this,” she said. “Everything
related back to meritocracy.”
Meritocracy is a problem for more than just
the black community, according to Wilson, a
sophomore.
“Meritocracy doesn’t just affect the black
community, it affects each and every one of
us,” she said. “To be honest with you, everyone
on campus should be in this room today.”
Many panelists, including Rodney
Glasgow, the director of diversity and community relations and dean of students at
Worcester Academy, chose to focus on the
disadvantages that keep many members of
the black community from achieving the
“American dream.”
“To be a descendent of slaves in this coun-
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Freshman guard Doron Lamb led the Kentucky Wildcats to their eighth national championship last night, scoring 22 points in the team’s 67-59 victory over the Kansas Jayhawks.

Three undergraduate students yesterday launched the start-up Navlit, a
social media platform that provides a
private space to navigate between different groups.
The new site, currently available to
Tufts students at Navlit.com, features
tools to easily manage topics and conversations as well as photos and videos
among various groups, or “fires,” of
friends, family or colleagues in a completely private setting, according to
Navlit Co-Founder John Brennan.
The goal of the site is to organize
thoughts that might get lost in long
email chains or Facebook threads,
according to Brennan, who thought of
the idea last July.
“I became frustrated with how I was
keeping in touch with all of my friends
through Facebook messaging threads
and email, and I just wanted one private place to do it all,” Brennan, a
sophomore, said. “The problem we’re
trying to solve is that groups don’t
really have a place to go on the Internet
to call their own.”
The site currently allows people with
tufts.edu email addresses to sign up.
After becoming a member, a student
can invite any person regardless of their
see MEDIA, page 2

see EBL, page 2

Inside this issue

Today’s sections

The Synaptic Scholars
program fosters collaboration among a diverse
group of students.

The Museum of Fine
Arts’ newest exhibit features Manet’s rarely seen
prints and drawings.

see FEATURES, page 3

see ARTS, page 5

News
Features
Arts & Living
Classifieds

1
3
5
6

Editorial | Letters
Op-Ed
Comics
Sports

8
9
10
Back

2

The Tufts Daily

Working group says program would
enhance Tufts’ global community
ASIAN

continued from page 1

for decades, according to Chew.
“This has been on the list of things that
people at Tufts have been trying to do
since the mid-1980s,” she said. “It’s been a
long time coming.”
Many top schools, such as the University
of California Los Angeles, already have
extensive Asian American studies programs. Chew said she believes that Tufts is
lagging behind.
“When you’re missing major pieces
of the curriculum that other universities
have … then you are missing the opportunity,” she said. “For us not to have this
is … a sign that we’re far behind our peer
schools.”
Tufts Asian American Alliance (AAA)
President Terence Tran said that after participating in Asian American youth programs in high school, he was disappointed
that Tufts did not have related academic
programs.
“In a world where you’re trying to grow
and learn … it’s really important to know
yourself,” Tran, a senior, said. “That’s a
really empowering experience.”
However, Tran emphasized that the
program would be valuable for any Tufts
student, regardless of background. He
counted Asian American studies alongside Africana and Latino studies as important areas often not thoroughly covered in
a high school education.
“I think it’s important for others to
know about the Asian American experience,” he said. “There are very important

narratives that are left out.”
Tran explained that AAA has been
promoting the program with a series of
events this semester, including a teach-in
last month.
“It’s in our mission to support initiatives
like this,” he said. “What AAA is trying to
do is to raise awareness of the effort.”
Marcy Regalado, one of four student
representatives to the working group,
said attending the teach-in was helpful
in understanding why an Asian American
studies minor would be valuable to Tufts
students.
“The rest of the community is slowly
being educated about [Asian American
studies],” Regalado, a freshman, said. “I
think it’s extremely important.”
However, completing the proposal and
getting it approved will take time, according to Chew.
“That in and of itself is a huge amount
of work,” she said.
Chew also said that even with AAA’s
efforts to explain the program, there
will still be members of the community
who will not understand the need for an
Asian American studies program, perhaps
believing that the Asian Studies program
covers the same material.
“You want to anticipate where there
might be questions,” she said.
Regalado hopes that the program will
get the university’s support, emphasizing
Tufts’ status as an internationally minded
institution.
“Tufts is really for a global community,”
she said. “This is definitely a step.”
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Village Zero Projects devises system
to track cholera in Bangladesh
PROJECT

continued from page 1

efitted so much from that alone, ”De
Klerk said. “We’ve already been getting
emails from people who are interested
in helping us and partnering with us.”
De Klerk added that the Village Zero
Project was featured on the front page
of a leading Bangladeshi newspaper.
“I think we’ve already started seeing the benefits in terms of how we
look — how we’re perceived by the
population around us — not only in
the United States, but also the people
that we’ve worked with in Bangladesh,”
Co-Founder and Chief Executive
Officer of the Village Zero Project Maia
Majumder said.
Around 1,200 students attended CGI
U 2012, which Former U.S. President
Bill Clinton launched in 2007 to inspire
college students to act and create projects, or “Commitments to Action,” concerning various topics.
Meyers explained that every day
there is a large outbreak of cholera
in Bangladesh, and it moves in waves
across the country.
“So it first starts near the coastal
region, and from there it spreads inland,
and theoretically it should be possible
to track where the cholera’s coming
from back to the coastal communities
that it comes in from the water and
starts affecting at the beginning of each
cycle,” Meyers said.
Community health workers will use
cell phones to both record the time and
geographic location of cases of cholera
and to photograph positive identifications of cholera based on dipstick tests,

according to Meyers.
The Village Zero Project is planning
a trip to Bangladesh this summer to get
in touch with some of the group’s contacts there, according to Meyers.
“The goal this summer is to do some
data collection and essentially come up
with an initial idea of where we think
the most susceptible locations are,”
Majumder, a senior, said.
“We’re hoping that by next spring
the organization will have established
strong enough partnerships with cell
phone companies and with health organizations on the ground that we’ll be
able to launch a pilot tracking program
and get first-round data,” de Klerk, a
senior, said.
The ultimate goal of the initiative is
to generate a map that tracks the spread
of cholera in Bangladesh in a given
year to help with disease prevention,
according to Majumder. If the organization is able to define the specific area
of outbreaks, prevention groups will be
able to give resources to help develop
sanitation infrastructure, according to
Meyers.
“We have about a five- to six-year plan
so far set up for the Village Zero Project,
so this is a long-term project and we really do intend to see it all the way through,”
Majumder said. “The hope is that if this
works in Bangladesh, that we’ll be able
to employ it in other countries that have
endemic cholera as well.”
“We’re still very new and small, but
we’re really excited about the potential, and a lot of people think that is
something that can have an impact,”
Meyers said.

Navlit to be more private than Google+,
more converstaional than email
MEDIA
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Tufts Emerging Black Leaders’ eighth annual symposium, titled “The Dream Unfulfilled: The
Myth of Meritocracy,” featured speakers from a variety of fields, including psychology, business, government and activism.

Speakers debate unrealistic idea of
meritocracy in America
EBL

continued from page 1

try is to be a descendent of those who didn’t
have the right to learn,” he said.
Glasgow emphasized that the idea of
America as a meritocracy is unrealistic.
“We are a country that wants to believe
we’re in a meritocracy so … we don’t have to
change anything,” he said.
He explained that the environment and
a person’s family contribute to the odds that
they will come out on top.
“Money affords them that opportunity, the
right neighborhood affords them that opportunity,” Glasgow said. “Nobody gets there by
their own success.”
John Belcher, a project leader and professional development specialist in the Numeracy
Projects program at Technical Education
Research Centers, Inc. based in Cambridge,
agreed with Glasgow’s assessment.
“There’s that reality of different people starting at different places, with different assets,”
he said. “The rules are different for the economic and political elite.”
Even if students are provided with a strong
education, it is often still hard to convince
them that they can achieve, according to
Jada Golden, a primary school teacher in the
Boston public school system.
“Meritocracy plays a negative effect in the
classroom,” she said. “Subconsciously, even,
my students believe that they’re not as good.”
Golden said that from her observations,
she believes young, black male students have
it the hardest in the public education system,
where play and other activities that “build

resiliency in children” are often left out of
the curriculum in favor of test score-focused
learning.
Christopher Seeley, the high school division director at Trevor Day School in New
York, argued that it is possible to work with a
mandated curriculum but still help students
achieve in their own way and remain true to
themselves.
“We have to recognize that we do have to
prepare students for standards,” he said.
He also emphasized that his work in private
schools and the privileged status of many
attending the symposium did not mean they
should feel bad that they have achieved what
many cannot.
“We shouldn’t feel guilty,” Seeley said. “The
question is, what are we going to do with [our
success]?”
One suggestion Wilson made for helping
people feel they can be successful is coming
to terms with their identities.
“People need to find their space of selfempowerment,” she said. “No one can take
that from you.”
The symposium was rounded out with
several musical and spoken performances,
including a recital of Margaret Walker’s “For
My People” by Amber Johnson, a freshman
who won the 2010 national Poetry Out Loud
competition with the poem.
The students who organized the event, as
well as those in attendance, served as a positive sign of things to come for Glasgow.
“To be in the presence of all these young
people who are going to take things to the
next level is amazing,” he said.

affiliation, according to Brennan.
“We’re going to let it grow organically outside of Tufts in that way,”
Brennan said.
Co-Founders Kenneth Cohen and
Brennan started Navlit last August
and recruited third Co-Founder Mark
Timmerman, a sophomore computer
science major who does the majority
of the coding, in late 2011, according
to Brennan.
“It’s called Navlit. The idea is that
you navigate between your fires, and
your fire is lit,” he said. “So Navlit,
navigate between your lit fires.”
What makes it unique is that there
are no privacy settings on Navlit;
everything is private by default,
according to Brennan.
“The idea is you have a different
fire for all the groups that define you,
and they’re totally private,” he said.
“The fact that they exist is totally foreign except to the people in them.”
Navlit focuses on privacy and convenience for its users, according to
Cohen, a sophomore.
“It’s a private place for group collaboration. It’s a website where groups
sign on — all of the information contained in a group, or fire, is private,”
he said. “Groups can have multiple
conversations going on at the same
time. Everything in our group is selfcontained, and everything is backlogged.”
The site is not trying to compete
with Facebook, Twitter, Google+ or
email, according to Brennan.
“Facebook is great and we love it,”
he said. “We’re not trying to compete
with Facebook. Facebook is social
and engaging, and then there’s email,
which is really productive and really
efficient, and we’re trying to find that
sweet spot right in the middle where
you can do all of those things — be
efficient and social and private.”
Brennan noted that Navlit will not
replace email elists because there are
some things people need to receive
immediately. The site aims to facilitate discussion in an online setting
that is usually lost in long, unorganized email chains.

“You can’t have a meaningful conversation on email without it getting crazy and unorganized, so that’s
really our big goal,” Brennan said. “If
I’m working on a group project, it’s a
great way to organize tasks.”
Cohen said Navlit is easier to navigate and more private than Google+.
When a friend is added to a fire
the only people notified about the
connection are those specifically
involved, he said.
“The problem with Google+ is
that you’re friends with a thousand
people on Facebook that you’re not
really friends with, so when you
had to move to [Google+] there was
this feeling that you had to reorganize those 1000 people even though
you’re not really friends with them,”
Cohen said. “So we made it more like
an address book, so you only have
to add the people you really want to
talk to.”
The Navlit team launched a private beta version of the site in
December 2011 with approximately
100 users, mostly from Tufts, according to Brennan. Brennan, Cohen and
Timmerman made changes to the
original site based on valuable feedback, according to Brennan.
“The thing is that all of these kids
we launched to really like it and
they’re only in one group and they
seem to really like it,” Brennan said.
“But once you have two, three, four,
five groups you really see the value of
the site in navigating between these
private groups that define your identity.”
The co-founders are currently
reaching out to angel investors in
Boston with help from the CEO at
Bullhorn, Inc. Art Papas (LA ‘97), their
advisor, according to Brennan.
The next big step will be developing an application for smart phones,
which the team plans to do this summer, along with participating in incubator programs and connecting with
venture capital firms, according to
Cohen.
“Tufts is a really entrepreneurial
minded school, so hopefully we’ll get
the backing of these students,” Cohen
said.
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The Institute for Global Leadership’s Synaptic Scholars program sponsors the semi-annual Tufts Idea Exchange.

Tight-knit Synaptic Scholars program
fosters interdisciplinary dialogue
by

Caitlin McClure

Contributing Writer

Run through the Institute for Global
Leadership (IGL), the Synaptic Scholars
program looks to offer students a community in which they can engage with a
diverse group of students who have an
eclectic set of interests, backgrounds
and experiences and a common passion to pursue interdisciplinary study
and engage in intellectual learning and
collaboration.
The Synaptic Scholars program is
a tight-knit community made up of
10 to 12 students from each of the
sophomore, junior and senior classes.
Students apply as freshmen and enter
into the three-year program at the
beginning of their sophomore year.
The program’s platform consists of
three basic levels: individual leadership development, support and mentorship within the scholar community
and a presence and involvement in
the Tufts community, according to IGL
Director and founder of the Synaptic
Scholars program Sherman Teichman.
The Synaptic Scholars program looks
to further the mission statement of
the IGL, “Thinking Beyond Boundaries,
Acting Across Borders,” by encouraging
an interdisciplinary outlook.
“To me the disciplines are the vertical uprights of a ladder, and what I
was interested in trying to simulate
are the horizontal rungs of the ladder,”
Teichman said. “Through the Synaptic
program, students can fuse disparate
passions and not yield to specialization
at an early age.”
Scholars embark on individual or
small group projects with the goal of
juxtaposing interests from different
fields of study that, on the surface, might
not seem to be related, Teichman said.
Since the students have the resources
of the IGL at their disposal, these projects can take the form of internships,
research opportunities and travel. In
addition, scholars meet once a week
to engage in intellectual discussion on
interdisciplinary topics, according to
the group’s mission statement.
These weekly meetings also offer
a time for scholars to collaborate on
ways in which to engage with the
greater Tufts community. The Tufts
Idea Exchange (TEX) is one of these
initiatives, according to junior scholar

Benjamin Perlstein, who spearheaded
the planning of the event that debuted
in April 2011. TEX is a university-wide
event designed to provide a platform
for sharing new and innovative ideas
within the Tufts community across
disciplines and departments, and to
increase the vibrancy of intellectual
life at Tufts outside of conventional
classroom contexts, according to the
IGL 2011 Annual Report.
“Having a forum for people to have
an intellectually stimulating community experience is really powerful …
and drawing from all parts of the university and extending learning beyond
the classroom can allow us to learn
about the stuff going on beyond our
department, our major and our classes,” Perlstein said.
Fireside Chats and the Brown and
Brew lecture series are other scholar
initiatives to connect with the Tufts
community and promote intellectual
curiosity and discussion on campus,
Teichman said.
Teichman initially ran the Neubauer
Scholars program, a merit-based scholarship used to fund and support student research at Tufts.
“That program deviated from one
of its major purposes, which was to
create a community of scholars,”
Teichman said.
The Neubauer Scholars program was
phased into the Synaptic Scholars program in 2006 in order to better fulfill
its original goal of creating a scholarly
community, according to Teichman.
“It’s an enriching thing when you
have a community of people who are
studying together,” Teichman said.
“They may be doing disparate things
but the commonality is a passion for
learning and intellectual curiosity.”
Scholars identify the community as
the program’s most valuable resource.
“[What] I was missing from Tufts
[was] having intellectual conversation
on a whim, and being in a room with a
group of different people,” senior Sasha
deBeausset said.
DeBeausset also commented on the
value of student collaboration.
“A lot of my ideas [for my research]
were centered with conversations I
had with other Synaptic Scholars,” she
said. “I had a group of really smart
people with different perspectives to
bounce my ideas off of, ask me ques-

tions and give me guidance.”
Other students expressed similar
enthusiasm for the potential of the
Synaptic Scholars community.
“The resources are the people around
you,” sophomore Jonathan Wolff said.
“Conversations with other scholars
shifted and honed my interests,” sophomore Roy Loewenstein said. “Everybody
wants everybody to succeed.”
The mentorship aspect of the program implemented last year was
meant to reinforce this collaboration and idea exchange, Wolff said.
Sophomores are matched with a
senior mentor upon entry into the
program. While this collaboration
already occurred, the mentorship
program offers a more formal framework to ensure that each scholar has
one person with them on every step
of their projects, deBeausset said.
Students who study abroad as juniors
often feel disconnected upon returning
to Tufts and may subsequently disengage from the community. The mentorship program tries to reengage the
returning seniors in a positive and productive way for both sides involved,
according to Teichman.
“As an underclassman, having
upperclassmen who have experience is
valuable, and it is good for the upperclassmen as well, gaining a fresh perspective from the sophomore class,”
Perlstein said.
The program is entirely student-run,
allowing scholars to define the environment and be actively involved in
selecting the new members every year,
according to deBeausset. The application process for the 2012-2013 school
year has begun, and 68 freshmen are
waiting to hear if they have been selected for one of the program’s 12 open
slots, Teichman said.
Teichman explained that while it is
difficult to reject a large percentage of
applicants each year, the community
must remain small in order to preserve
the intimacy vital to its success. He
added, however, that the IGL is actively
working to create new scholar circles;
he firmly believes each student at Tufts
should have the opportunity to form
such a community.
“The guts of this thing are the personalities of the scholars themselves,” he
said. “It’s a community that understands
that learning is passionate and fun.”

ince I got a text message lauding my
pretty bad cherry pie joke in my last
column, I thought I’d stick to the subject. No, I’m not talking about the
upcoming American Pie movie, even though
someone on St. Patrick’s Day told me I look
like Jason Biggs. This column is going to be
about Raspberry Pie. I mean, Raspberry Pi.
The technical details of Raspberry Pi are
very simple. In short, it’s a really small, really
cheap computer. Specifically, it has a 700 MHz
processor, 256 MB of RAM and two USB ports,
and it uses an SD card (like a camera) instead
of a hard drive. It doesn’t come with Wi-Fi,
a keyboard or a monitor (though it can also
plug into a TV). It also runs the free but less
popular Linux family of operating systems.
However, it’s the size of a credit card (only a
little bit taller) and costs $35 (or $25 for one
less USB port and no Internet whatsoever).
Despite the price, this isn’t the sort of thing
that the average consumer probably wants to
buy. At first glance, it sounds like a toy for geeks
to play around with, similar to an Arduino
board (a small microprocessor that people
have programmed to control just about every
other electronic device imaginable). However,
it has a very different target audience than the
Arduino: students.
The project was inspired by a British
computer from the 1980s, the BBC Micro, a
staple in many British schools during that
decade. Its distinguishing feature was that
it was designed for programming using the
BASIC language.
However, at the time, the education
community felt that programming was
not the most important skill that students
should learn on computers. From then on,
schools taught students how to use word
processors and spreadsheets. In fact, many
schools that offer computer classes have
hired teachers who don’t know how to program to teach those classes.
Equally important, of course, was the cost.
Raspberry Pi is attempting to take advantage
of the well-noted, regular decrease in price
and increase in power of computing hardware (see: Moore’s Law). Additionally, the fact
that the computers use the free Linux operating system family keeps the costs down.
However, Linux isn’t compatible with popular programs like Microsoft Word. These
computers are capable of running similar
programs and accessing the Internet, but
the real reason to buy them is still programming. Thus, schools save money in the short
run but have to make the long-term investment of hiring a qualified teacher. Hopefully
schools are willing to make this very worthwhile investment.
The fact of the matter is, most kids who
have grown up with computers will figure
out spreadsheets and how to check their
email relatively quickly. And as programming becomes more and more lucrative,
it becomes more and more advantageous
for kids to get an early start, especially for
those in countries like the United States
or England who can’t compete with many
other countries’ cheap physical labor. In
fact, England has been seriously considering making its high school computer courses focus more on programming.
The Raspberry Pi could also help students
in other subjects. For one thing, programming helps foster the precise analytical thinking required in most other fields. But more
importantly, it enables many schools that
could not afford computers (or could only
afford a few) in the past to have computers
for almost every student. This would enable
students to do research on the Internet and
even facilitate automated learning, enabling
students to learn at their own pace and teachers to deal more with helping and encouraging students instead of lecturing.
All in all, the Raspberry Pi is a worthwhile
purchase for schools.
Ben Schwalb is a member of the Class of
2012 who majored in computer science.
He can be reached at Benjamin.Schwalb@
tufts.edu.
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CELEBRATE
PASSOVER @ TUFTS HILLEL!
APRIL 6 – APRIL 14, 2012
Four Seders to Choose From! • DIY Seders Kits! • Passover Snack Kits! • Free Kosher for Passover Food!
Tufts Dining Kosher for Passover Buffets at Carmichael and Dewick-MacPhie • Services & More!

6

8

FRIDAY

6PM Shabbat/Passover
Evening Services

SUNDAY

SATURDAY

9:30AM Passover Services

9:30AM Shabbat/
Passover Morning Services

6:30PM Seders* (2)
• Traditional led by
Rabbi Debra Blank
• Liberal/Moral Voices Seder

12:30PM FREE Kosher
for Passover Lunch

12:30PM FREE Kosher
for Passover Lunch

For more information
and to register for Seders
and meals please visit
www.TuftsHillel.org

7:30PM Services

7
10

8PM Seders* (2)
• Traditional • Seder Shalem

^Space is limited. Sign up
on-line to reserve a seat.

12

TUESDAY

6:30PM "Next year in
Israel!...or Turkey, or Chile
or Russia!"

THURSDAY
WEDNESDAY

A night of cross-cultural discussion
about global Passover observances
over a FREE community dinner.^
Including an interactive discussion
led by Tufts students about
customs from around the world.

12PM FREE Kosher
for Passover lunch.

No registration is required!

11
13

*Online registration is
required. Visit our website
for menus and pricing.

FRIDAY

6PM Passover/Shabbat
Evening Services
7:15PM Shabbat Dinner
featuring delicious kosher
for Passover food!

SATURDAY

9AM Passover
Shabbat Morning Services

Register with your
Tufts Meal Plan online.

14

12:30PM FREE Kosher
for Passover Lunch
(following services)

Scan this code with your smartphone
for everything Passover!

6:30PM FREE
Community Dinner^
Check out the menu online!
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Movie Review

‘21 Jump Street’ offers hilariously fresh
take on 1980s drama
by

Zach Drucker

Daily Editorial Board

Cinema has long had a tradition of
recycling ideas, fashioning new works
out of time-honored masterpieces and

21 Jump Street
Starring Jonah Hill, Channing Tatum
Directed by Phil Lord, Chris Miller
cultural phenomena. Often, remakes
and re-imaginings are doomed to fail
as critics and fans alike place such
pieces under a microscope alongside
their successful originators. “21 Jump
Street,” however, manages to effectively take the skeletal structure of its
inspiration and infuse the story with
freshness and hysterics.
Based on the eponymous Fox show
(1987-1991) that followed youthful
police officers posing as undercover
high school students, “21 Jump Street”
eschews the ’80s pop soundtrack,
wacky hairdos and public service
announcements that characterized
its predecessor in favor of raunchy,
physical comedy and intense action
sequences.
Jonah Hill and Channing Tatum
star as Officers Schmidt and Jenko,
two newly initiated policemen with
starkly different skill sets. Hill somewhat reprises his Oscar-nominated
role from “Moneyball” (2011), play-

Dustin Kang via FlickR Creative Commons

Jonah Hill and Channing Tatum mesh seamlessly as two undercover cops posing as high
school students.
ing a heady, anxious foil to his stronger, more active counterpart — in this
case, Tatum. Yet here, audiences see a
shockingly slim Hill returning to his
humorous roots. The leading tandem
meshes seamlessly as partners who
stop crime through the use of unconventional methods.
After flubbing their first arrest attempt,
Schmidt and Jenko are reassigned to the

21 Jump Street division so they may
infiltrate a local high school and uncover
a mounting drug ring. The investigation hits a snag when the duo accidentally confuses its adopted identities: The
gawky, chicken-headed Schmidt must
impersonate a well-liked track star and
the dimwitted Jenko must masquerade
see STREET, page 6

Music Review

Gallery Review

Odd Future better
collaboratively than
individually
by Joe Stile

Daily Editorial Board

Odd Future is more than just the
sum of its parts. Together these twelve
rappers, producers and singers have

The Odd Future Tape Vol. 2
OFWGKTA
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. Gift of W. G. Russell Allen, Photograph, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

Manet’s dreamy style set the tone for future Impressionist works.

‘Manet in Black’ shows other
side of renowned artist
by

William Owen

Daily Staff Writer

The Museum of Fine Arts Boston (MFA)
is hosting the “Manet in Black” exhibition in Gallery 153 until Oct. 28. This

Manet in Black
At the 153 Gallery, through
October 28th, 2012
Museum of Fine Arts
465 Huntington Avenue
Boston, MA, 02115
617-267-9300
exhibit boasts an incredible collection of
the Impressionist’s rarely exhibited prints
and drawings. An impressive number of
pieces line the walls of the long Gallery
153 hallway, celebrating Édouard Manet’s
achievements as a printmaker and draftsman rather than displaying his betterknown paintings. The exhibit is an abso-

lute must-see, especially for anyone interested in gaining a broader understanding
of Manet’s talents and achievements.
Manet lived in 19th-century France and
is still revered today as one of the early
founders of Impressionism and modern
art. He collaborated with poets in his pieces
and confronted the political issues of his
time. Innovative and passionate, he was
always eager to experiment with the latest
artistic and cultural trends. He was known
throughout Paris as a fashionable urbanite
who regularly sported a chic black coat.
Manet was initially drawn to people on
the margins of society as artistic subjects.
This fascination is demonstrated by his
etching and first published print, “The
Gypsies” (1862). The piece shows incredible
use of hatchings and cross-hatchings in the
flowing costumes of the Gypsies and their
angular faces. A Romani man looks straight
at the viewer from the foreground, while
a woman, baby and child sit behind him,
lost in the dark background. “The Gypsies”
see MANET, page 6

Odd Future Records
a spark and pulse that haven’t been
evident in any of their solo projects.
While the group is mostly known for
its humorous and often offensive
raps, its sound actually covers a wide
range of musical genres including
atmospheric, soul, R&B and rap.
Its first official studio album,
“The OF Tape Vol. 2,” does a nice
job of showcasing all its different
styles without ever feeling too scattered. One of the first highlights
of the album is the track “B---h,”
see FUTURE, page 6

bresson thomas via wikimedia commons

Tyler, The Creator leads Odd Future in
captivating concert audiences.

O

Faceless
man

ften, a biography is a retrospective
project, compiled when the person’s life and actions can be viewed
through the clarifying lens of history and the passage of time. But “The Man
Without a Face: The Unlikely Rise of Vladimir
Putin,” by journalist Masha Gessen, tells the
life of one of today’s most important political figures in the midst of a turbulent time in
Russia.The result is a passionate and vivid yet
potentially unbiased account of Mr. Putin’s
early life and ascent to global prominence.
As a biographer, Gessen struggles to weave
the sparsely available details of Putin’s life
into a coherent narrative. We do know certain
facts about his childhood. By his admission,
Putin grew up a “real thug,” a neighborhood brawler constitutionally unable to back
down from a challenge. Even as a child,
Putin aspired to join the KGB. Gessen relates
that when most Russian children from that
era desired to be cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin,
Putin wanted to be the guy who kept tabs
on Yuri Gagarin. Putin succeeded and joined
the KGB in his early 20s as an operative,
rooting out internal dissent. Subsequently,
in Dresden, East Germany, he watched the
Soviet Bloc unravel around him, leaving him
shaken and disgusted by both the disorder
and impotence of his own government.
Gessen contends that Putin, upon returning to Moscow, continued in intelligence services even after the break-up of the Soviet
Union. Upon being elected in 1999 as Boris
Yeltsin’s chosen successor, few in the Russian
democracy knew much about his origins or
fitness for the Russian presidency. Russian
power brokers saw him to be “malleable and
disciplined,” says Gessen, and therefore a
good caretaker for the wealthy incumbents
from the first decade of Yeltsin’s republican
Russia. But, she continues, “the people who
lifted him to the throne knew little more about
him than you [the reader] do,” and they were
sorely mistaken.
As heroic as Gessen’s efforts are, even she
admits that it is impossible to firmly know
certain facts about Putin’s past without access
to highly classified information. Thus, the biographical portion of Gessen’s work has a highly speculative aspect to it that is more evocative of a tabloid biopic than true biography.
After sketching this thin biography, Gessen
proceeds to the main point of her book and
describes a long series of crimes, most of them
well-known. Almost every case sees Putin as
either a silent partner in their execution or as
solely responsible. None of the accusations
are new, but, arrayed here in a series, they
portray Putin’s government as ultimately evil.
These crimes, needless to say, include the
beating and murder of members of the antiPutin press.
Yet the darkest aspect in Gessen’s book
exists in her psychological profile of the
Russian leader. Putin’s need for total dominance of others, personally and politically,
reaches levels that — if these stories are true
— should sincerely frighten. The book is filled
with sinister anecdotes, such as the 2005
meeting between Putin and Robert Kraft,
owner of the New England Patriots. Putin
asked to examine Kraft’s diamond-encrusted
Super Bowl ring and, saying “I could kill
someone with this,” pocketed the expensive
item. Gessen suggests that when Putin combines pathological covetousness with unrestrained power, the result is the autocratic
disaster that is contemporary Russia.
Overall, Gessen’s book is rather simplistically written and does not attempt to hide
its author’s profound distaste for Russia’s
President and Prime Minister. Mr. Putin
comes across as a malevolent and murderous Russian Bismarck, expertly consolidating
power after his nation’s decade-long anarchic
decline under the inept-but-genial and relatively benign Boris Yeltsin. There are certainly
books about Putin’s Russia that draw more
cautious conclusions, given the uncertainty and dearth of evidence surrounding Mr.
Putin and his life and actions. There are,
however, few as furiously accusatory as this.
Rating: **
James Barasch is a sophomore majoring in
history. He can be reached at James.Barasch@
tufts.edu.
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Two newly rebuilt apartments, four
beautiful bedrooms each. Large
kitchens with granite countertops,
new stoves, dishwashers, microwaves, and refrigerator. Washers,
dryers, and off street parking, disposal and large living room. Central
AC. Please call George at 617-4071114 or Danny at 781-396-0303
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$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and give
the gift of family through California
Cryobank’s donor program.
Convenient Cambridge location.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.com
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Odd Future continues to ride wave of success
FUTURE

continued from page 5

which features Hodgy Beats and Domo
Genesis trading off short and increasingly aggressive verses over a simple
yet snappy beat. Both Hodgy Beats
and Domo Genesis came off as belowaverage rappers on their individual
mixtapes, but on this song their words
buzz because of the conversational format, which allows them to keep their
verses short and their comebacks to
each other sharp and quick.
The song showcases one of the most
fun aspects of Odd Future: the childish cursing and offhanded references
to juvenile topics. It reminds the listener that most of these rappers are
still in their late teens or early twenties,
especially when they say things like,
“drink it up like danimals” and mention
that they are “cooler than an otterpop.”
What made Odd Future so fascinating
when it was first discovered was how
it balanced its appearance as a bunch
of rowdy teens with its scarier spurts
of explicit violence. This paradoxical
persona is one reason so many people
took notice so fast.
Conversely, the tracks that isolate some of the members tend to be
the weakest ones. MellowHype gets
his own song, “50,” which is also the
most boring song on the entire album.
MellowHype tries to sound angry on
the record, but his words seem to have
nowhere to go and the song drifts

Matt Carbone via flickr creative commons

Excited fans work their way up to get a snapshot of Odd Future on stage.
along without the listener’s attention.
Listeners can put up with songs
like “50” to get to complex tracks like
“Analog 2,” which features Tyler, The
Creator, Frank Ocean and Syd the Kid
on a hazy, soul-laced beat. Tyler puts a
light draw to his throaty voice that adds
incredible depth to the song’s atmosphere. Tyler also produced this gem,
which has all three artists singing the
simple chorus, “Can you meet me by
the lake?/ At the park?/ In my room?”

Syd’s voice sounds as if it’s being heard
from a syrupy dream when she finally
arrives later in the song; these light
touches demonstrate Tyler’s deft hand
at producing.
Tyler is easily the most talented
and exciting member of the group, as
his productions have layers and often
take risks that elevate the songs, like
the few seconds of pure silence he
added to “Analog 2,” which brings the
ambiance to the next level once the

Hill, Tatum bring physical comedy gold to
‘21 Jump Street’
STREET

continued from page 5

as a science geek.
The bonds they create in their
respective cliques form the
basis of the film, as both agents
pool information and resources to penetrate the drug trade
and unearth the main supplier.
Along the way, Schmidt revels
a little too much in his newfound glory as a “cool kid,” and
Jenko frequently clashes with
Eric (Dave Franco), the school’s
chief dealer and the alpha dog
of the popular crew.
At times, “21 Jump Street”
is too hyperbolically silly, but
the film is self-aware, juxtaposing ridiculous scenes with
candid acknowledgement of
its own absurdity. One such
scene shows a high-speed
chase in which — as motorcycles violently careen into
oncoming trucks carrying
highly flammable cargo — the
audience is trained to expect
the explosion, harvesting
Pavlovian instincts engendered by the consumption of
countless other Hollywood
flicks. Yet the trucks remain
perfectly intact, and Schmidt
and Jenko also express their
sincere amazement at the lack
of fiery wreckage.
The film never strives too
hard to develop a captivating
romance or a poignant character study, but instead embraces and celebrates its crassness.
The overarching, comedic tone
that permeates the film is fostered not only by Tatum and
Hill, but by a bevy of comedy heavy hitters such as Rob
Riggle, Nick Offerman, DeRay
Davis, Chris Parnell and Ellie

Spencer Fornaciari via FlickR Creative Commons

Numerous comedian cameos, such as from Ice Cube, help “21 Jump
Street” pull off its hilarious tone.
Kemper. Additionally, Ice Cube
makes a notable appearance
as Captain Dickson — the vulgar overseer of the Jump Street
division who has a propensity for cussing and snarling —
and Dave Franco, the younger brother of A-list celebrity
James Franco, emerges as a
viable acting talent. Audiences
are also treated to a few surprise cameos, a la Bill Murray’s
sidesplitting appearance in
“Zombieland” (2009).
The star-studded cast gels
to form a gut-busting action
comedy that, along with “The
Hunger Games,” is a must-see.
To be sure, the crude wit is not
for more reserved, scholarly
folk, and there seems to be
a never-ending onslaught of
bathroom humor. Yet today’s

world has become increasingly accepting of droll flicks
that rebel against the culturally refined silver-screen of
yore — “Bridesmaids” (2011)
received two Oscar nominations despite an extensive
scene explicitly showing episodes of explosive diarrhea
— and the physical comedy
evoked by Tatum and Hill as
they sprint rambunctiously through school activities
under the influence of an
unidentified, heavy substance
is simply undeniable.
All in all, “21 Jump Street” is
the funniest film of 2012 so far,
raising the bar to stratospheric
heights for upcoming, hotly
anticipated comedies such as
“That’s My Boy” and “Men in
Black 3.”

beat finally returns.
His raps are also miles ahead of his
peers. His words easily oscillate from
funny to disturbing and paint a picture of a troubled young genius. Tyler’s
verses overshadow those of the other
rappers on his songs, as he has the ability to spit lines that resonate and stick
with the listener long after he’s done.
On the song “P,” after talking about the
extremely violent acts he is going to
unleash on annoying fans, he menacingly says, “Don’t believe me? Okay.
Be right back, I’m heading to the gun
store.” It’s a chilling line that adds to
Tyler’s carefully constructed image as a
troubled soul.
Tyler has often been compared to
early Eminem but a more apt comparison might be Kurt Cobain. Both
project troubled genius-like personas
that seem to shy away from the fame
that comes with their profound music.
Cobain similarly added a haunting
layer to his lyrics, like when he painfully sang, “And I swear that I don’t
have a gun” on “Come as You Are”
(1992), and few musicians have ever
replicated it.
While this album is rarely as shocking
as Odd Future’s earlier works, and probably won’t win over many new fans, it
still highlights what makes the group so
entertaining and popular. It also allows
Tyler to take the spotlight once again
and prove why he is, and deserves to
be, the leader of Odd Future.

Manet’s drawings of Parisian
life add depth to catalogue
MANET

continued from page 5

has a gorgeously raw, unfinished
quality, like the majority of the
pieces of “Manet in Black.”
Spanish art and culture were
hugely popular in Paris during
the 1860s, and this is highly evident in the artworks for which
Manet is most known — his
paintings of Spanish ballerinas.
However, interest in Spanish
culture pervades his other
prints and drawings as well.
Manet attributes heavy artistic
influence to the Spanish Old
Master painters, such as Diego
Velásquez and Francisco Goya.
“Don Mariano Camprubi
(The Ballet Dancer)” is another
one of Manet’s etchings, finished sometime around 1862 or
1863 during the beginnings of
Paris’ obsession with Spain. The
Parisians adored performances
by the Royal Ballet of Madrid at
the Hippodrome Theater, and
Don Mariano Camprubi was a
star of the company. The etching
depicts him standing confidently, holding his coat with his elaborate costume detailed through
expert crosshatching. Manet
beautifully captures Camprubi’s
stern and disciplined face
against a simple background of
horizontal lines.
In addition to etchings,
the exhibition also boasts a
cluster of crayon lithograph
prints. “Civil War, 1871”
(1871-1873) is one such lithograph that reveals the major
political issues in France of
the time. Following France’s
defeat in the Franco-Prussian
War, a National Assembly that
sought to repress the French
National Guard, or citizen’s

militia, governed France. This
erupted into a bloody week of
chaos in May 1871, with horrific violence in the streets.
Like his etchings, Manet’s “Civil
War, 1871” has a compelling
unfinished sketchy quality with a
smudged gray stone background,
and provocatively illustrates the
widespread death witnessed in
1871. The deceased are not portrayed as unrealistically heroic,
but are limp, dark blobs sprawled
on the street. Severed limbs lie
about the scene, making this
evocative piece a true depiction
of the ugliness of violence.
“Manet in Black” also has a
series of illustrations Manet
printed for the French translation
of “The Raven” by Edgar Allen
Poe. In the 1870s, Manet collaborated with Stéphane Mallarmé
on a French edition of the classic
narrative poem, which is still the
standard translation in France.
The prints have striking contrast
in darks and lights, and have a
similar rough or unfinished quality to the other pieces on display. “Head of a Raven in Profile”
(1875) is a brush-and-ink transfer lithograph and the first of five
illustrations from “The Raven” at
the MFA. The print demonstrates
expert use of subtle tones to create texture in the bird’s black
feathers and aquiline beak. All of
the prints from “The Raven” are
delightfully haunting and eerie.
“The Manet in Black” exhibition is a wonderful way to spend
a rainy Saturday. You don’t have
to be a Manet aficionado to
enjoy his rare works. The varied
subject matter of the drawings
and prints displayed and their
unprocessed expression are
enjoyable for anyone to see.
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Editorial

Daniel J. Rathman
Editorial

Editorial | Letters

The Supreme Court ruled on
Monday that jailhouse strip-searches
are legal regardless of the offense for
which the accused was arrested. That
is, officials can strip-search anyone in
jail for any reason. The decision was
5-4, with the split along ideological
lines. Justice Anthony Kennedy voted
with the four conservative justices,
while the dissent came unanimously
from the liberal wing.
The ruling arose from Florence v.
Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Burlington. In that case,
Albert W. Florence, a New Jersey car
dealership executive, was in the passenger seat of a car pulled over for
speeding and was subsequently arrested for allegedly failing to pay a yearsold fine. During the course of his week
in incarceration, Florence was held in
two jails in two different counties and
strip-searched twice.
In the majority opinion penned by
Justice Kennedy, the Supreme Court
suggested that jailhouse officials'
judgment must be given substantial
leeway to maintain "safety and order
at detention centers," further noting

that "the seriousness of an offense
is a poor predictor of who has contraband, and it would be difficult to
determine whether individual detainees fall within the proposed exemption." In his opinion, Justice Kennedy
cited Bell v. Wolfish (1979), a case in
which the court ruled that prisoners
could be strip-searched after meeting
with visitors. It is worth noting that
inmates are already required to undergo pat-down searches, metal detection, clothing searches and delousing
showers.
We disagree with the court's decision and believe that the minority
opinion, written by Justice Stephen
Breyer, would have been the correct
ruling. Breyer wrote that the stripsearches are a blatant violation of
an individual's Fourth Amendment
rights. The Fourth Amendment explicitly bars "unreasonable searches," and
getting strip-searched for a parking
violation or for not following leash
laws certainly seems unreasonable.
Breyer further wrote that unreasonable searches, as defined by the
Fourth Amendment, should include

all minor offenses not involving drugs
or violence unless officials have reasonable suspicion of contraband. The
court's decision means that any jailhouse official may, on a whim, legally
strip-search any incoming inmate.
Florence's description of his experience underscores the violation of his
personal rights. "It was humiliating.
It made me feel like less of a man," he
said. By ruling that law enforcement
officials do not need to prove there is
a reasonable basis to conduct stripsearches, the Supreme Court leaves
the door open for potential humiliation and abuse.
Finally, it's worth pointing out that
Florence should not even have been
in jail, much less forced to undergo
two strip-searches. The warrant that
formed the basis of his arrest was
outdated. He had paid the fine for
which he was arrested on time. In
this case, an innocent man arrested
on a trivial charge was humiliated
twice — and similar incidents may
occur thousands of times nationwide.
Apparently, that's a price five Supreme
Court justices are willing to pay.
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Obama’s efforts to allow students to travel
to Cuba are extremely appropriate
by

The Daily Campus Editorial Board
The Daily Campus Editorial Board

President Obama recently accomplished one of the specific campaign
promises he made with respect to the
United States’ Cuba policy. He awarded
Americans open rights to send money
to and visit family in Cuba. Of course,
even this small step was met with criticism, and attempts have already been
made in Congress to try to roll this
policy back. But Obama has held his
ground, threatening executive veto in
order to make sure the policy remains.
Obama’s new policy restores the
“people-to-people” contacts between
the United States and Cuba that existed
under the Clinton administration, reinstating the embargo exemptions for
Americans traveling for humanitarian,
religious and academic purposes that

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

were barred under former President
George W. Bush. Also, more direct flights
to Cuba will be permitted.
More academic and research travel
will mean increased contact between
U.S. academic communities and the
new generation of students and faculty in Cuba, sparking active debate at
a time when the country needs it. In the
last years of the Clinton administration,
Cuban colleges and universities enjoyed
contacts with their counterparts in the
U.S.; these new rules will restore them.
And the new order makes it easier for
religious organizations to fund travel to
Cuba, a move that implies the Obama
administration has a mature understanding of Cuban civil society.
Now that Obama has made his move,
the Cuban government should rise to
the occasion. Cuba should implement
programs that are more open to aca-

demic connections, allowing individual applications by Cubans to undergraduate and graduate study in the
United States.
The question now is whether the
governments of Cuba and the United
States can maintain a positive course
of engagement and manage the volume of “people-to-people” contacts,
which is bound to increase. In any
case, Obama should continue opening
up the United States to Cuban society.
Relations with Cuba have always been
tricky, and U.S. actions have not always
produced reasonable responses from
Cuba. But Obama has wisely broken
from the habits of prior presidents,
risen above domestic politics and put
America’s greatest assets — its scholars, religious groups and cultural figures — to work on bringing the two
countries together.
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should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
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ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy
is subject to the approval of the Editorin-Chief, Executive Board and Executive
Business Director. A publication schedule
and rate card are available upon request.

The Tufts Daily

Tuesday, April 3, 2012

9

Op-Ed

Walt Laws-MacDonald | Show Me The
Money!

Keystone XL
— always
smooth?

K

mct

Let every vote count
by

Pam Wilmot

This year, Election Day for President
is on Nov. 6, 2012, right? Wrong, or at
least partially so. Election Day for
President is really Dec. 17, 2012, when
presidential electors will gather at
state houses across the nation and
cast the only votes that count — electoral votes. We the people don’t actually vote for the president — or even
have the right to do so. It’s time we
changed that.
The Electoral College as it functions today is both outmoded and
deeply undemocratic, with its historical roots in slavery. At the dawn of the
nation, only white men with property
could vote. As the aristocrats gathered
to write the Constitution, southern
states insisted in counting their slaves
as three-fifths of a person for the purpose of determining both the number of congressional districts and the
number of presidential electors. They
simply wouldn’t agree to the Union
any other way. With a popular vote,
northern states would have selected
significantly more Presidents.
While the Three-Fifths Compromise
is long gone, the practical implications of how Presidential Electors are
selected today are still an affront to
democracy. Rather than the nation
as a whole selecting the president,
a handful of battleground states
like Ohio, Florida and Pennsylvania
decide the election, while voters in
two-thirds of the country who live
in “safe” states essentially have no
role. Even with the unprecedented
involvement in the 2008 election, 54
percent of the ads and 57 percent of
the visits took place in four states,
and 98 percent in just 15 states. The
data were even more concentrated in
2004 and in 2000.
Voters in “spectator” states, including Massachusetts, that were safely
colored red or blue, just didn’t count.
Why? Because the vast majority of
states use the winner-take-all system
for awarding electors. Under this practice, all of a state’s electors go to the
winner of that single state, whether he
or she wins by one vote or by 1 million
votes. Accordingly, candidates avoid
those states where they cannot possibly win or where they cannot possibly
lose. Margin does not matter.
Therefore, the election is held only
in states where the electorate is evenly
balanced — sadly only about 15 states
— with the vast majority of the campaign in only six to eight states. With
the perpetual campaigns of the 21st
Century it is not only in the election
but also during governing that these

implications are felt. Sitting presidents travel to battleground states
at significantly higher rates, disaster declarations are declared twice
as often in battlegrounds for similar
events and policy decisions can be
warped by these political concerns.
Even more problematically, the
candidate who loses the popular vote
can be elected president — a scenario
that played out in 2000, 1888, 1876
and 1824. That’s one in every fourteen
Presidential elections. Near misses are
even more frequent. In five of the last
twelve races, a flip of a few thousand
votes in only one or two states would
have elected the loser. This decreases the legitimacy of the process and
turns off voters.
Constitutional amendments to eliminate the Electoral College have come
very close to passing on a number of
occasions. On the most recent occasion in 1969, an amendment passed
the U.S. House of Representatives by
an overwhelming margin. But because
an amendment also requires a twothirds majority in the U.S. Senate and
then ratification by three-quarters of
the states, it is a virtual impossibility.
Luckily, a constitutional amendment
is not necessary.
Contrary to popular belief, the
Constitution and the founders gave
the States complete authority to
determine how presidential electors are allocated. The framers of the
Constitution purposely built flexibility into their plan because they
were conflicted about how the system
should work and concerned about
the balance of power between the
federal government and the States.
Various methods have been used by
states over the years. Electors have
been chosen by direct ballot without
binding their support to a presidential
candidate. Other electors have been
appointed by state legislators, elected
statewide in winner-take-all slates, or
elected by congressional district, as is
currently the case in all but Maine and
Nebraska. Massachusetts has changed
its selection process 11 times.
Now, a different concept that draws
upon the authority granted to the states
by the Constitution (Article II, Section
1) is gaining momentum. The “National
Popular Vote” legislation uses this
authority, paired with another clause in
the U.S. Constitution (Article 1, Section
10) that enables states to enter into
legally enforceable joint agreements, to
reframe our system to elect the president with the highest popular vote total
in all 50 states.
Under “National Popular Vote,”
states pass identical enabling legisla-

tion to establish this agreement. But it
will only take effect when enacted by
states collectively possessing a majority of the Electoral College or 270 of
the 538 electoral votes. That is roughly
equal to half of the population, most
likely around 25 states. These states
agree to give all of their electoral votes
to the winner of the national popular
vote, thereby guaranteeing the popular vote winner a supermajority in the
Electoral College.
The plan, once adopted by enough
states, will ensure that the candidate
who wins the popular vote in all 50
states will be elected president. And,
it would ensure that each vote is
counted equally and that our leaders are accountable to the nation as
a whole, not just voters in a handful
of swing states. While the Electoral
College would remain, it would be
a vestigial part, with no real role
to play other than endorsing the
nation’s choice for president. Those
red and blue election maps would be
replaced with a ticker tallying votes
from around the nation, campaigns
would come to every corner of the
country to campaign in one form or
another, and there would be tremendous incentive to register and turn
out every vote.
The “National Popular Vote” plan
has the backing of many opinion leaders, newspapers, civil rights and good
government groups. It has received a
great reception in legislatures across
the country, already passing 31 legislative chambers, and has been
signed into law in California, Hawaii,
Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, New
Jersey, Illinois, Washington State and
Washington, D.C. — representing 132
electoral votes, about half of the 270
majority needed.
The goal of a national popular vote
for the presidency is supported by
over 70 percent of the American population, and the “National Popular
Vote” compact is a constitutionally
sound and practical implementation
of the democratic values we as a
nation hold dear. In one of the most
important elections in the world,
the person who gets the most votes
should win, and every vote should
count, and count equally, regardless
of whether it is cast in Florida or in
Massachusetts.
Please join us on Wednesday, April
4 at noon in Barnum 008 for a special forum to discuss “Renewing Our
Democracy.”
Pam Wilmot is the executive director of
Common Cause Massachusetts.

eystone XL pipeline approved!
West Texas Intermediate and Brent
spread falls to lowest in years! April
Fool’s. Just kidding. What’s that? Not
so funny?
I have a very finely tuned sense of humor
— actually I find just about everything funny,
so I understand if my hilarious commodity
or Cam Jansen jokes go over your head.
Keystone XL? What’s that? A new extralarge can from that beer company with —
always smooth — Keith Stone? Nope! Just a
big pipe. Well, not just a big pipe, it’s one of
the largest oil pipelines in the world, running from Alberta, Canada, to the Gulf Coast
of Texas.
The current Keystone pipeline, a joint
venture between TransCanada and
ConocoPhillips, was completed in 2011. The
pipeline currently carries roughly 500,000
barrels of crude oil a day from Canada’s oil
sands facilities in Alberta to the crude oil hub
of Cushing, Okla.
The “XL” extension would run from
Cushing to seaports in Texas and would
allow the glut of domestically produced oil
to be shipped overseas more easily. You
might be thinking “Hey Walt, aren’t gas prices already, like, really high and stuff? Why
ship out our oil?”
Well, you’d be right — so here’s the fun
part. The majority of the world operates on
two standards of crude oil: Brent and WTI.
WTI refers to oil produced in Texas, but is
used as the pricing benchmark for all domestic oil. After being pumped out of the ground
at wellheads across the U.S. and Canada, the
oil travels to Cushing, Okla., a town of 8,000
people and 30 million barrels of oil.
Brent crude, named for the Brent oilfield
in the North Sea, does not have a central
hub. Instead, Brent floats on tanker vessels
that carry more than three million barrels of
oil, allowing them to, theoretically, be delivered anywhere at a moment’s notice. Brent is
used as the benchmark for pricing almost all
overseas oil, from Russia to the Middle East.
Brent and WTI traded closely together for
years; they are essentially the same grade of
oil, so it made sense that their prices only
differed by the higher delivery cost of Brent
to the United States.
Yet as domestic oil production rose and
demand fell, oil began piling up in Cushing
and the market became depressed. Soon
Brent traded at a $20 premium. You may
be asking yourself, where is Cushing,
Okla.? The short answer is that it’s in the
middle of nowhere. Actually, that’s the
long answer, too.
Cushing is the pipeline hub for WTI
because of its location. Cushing links oil producers on the Gulf Coast with distribution
points throughout the U.S. Thirty years ago,
this made sense: The U.S. was hungry for oil
and Cushing represented a midpoint with
an established pipeline network. But now
Cushing can’t get rid of its oil fast enough.
Enter the Keystone XL pipeline. With
domestic oil production at its highest level
since 2003, the U.S. can afford to ship out
its excesses. Establishing a pipeline between
Cushing and the Gulf Coast would put WTI
closer to Brent’s level of deliverability.
The idea sounds like a win-win. Increase
domestic oil production and ship out the
excess at a more competitive market price.
But like most oil projects, there are severe
ecological effects that could come out of
the Keystone XL’s construction. President
Obama rejected the proposal earlier this
year, stating that his administration did not
have enough time to consider its environmental effects.
The oil needs to go, plain and simple.
Cushing is no longer a viable hub for our
nation’s supply. Gas prices would not
instantly drop $2 if the pipeline was built,
but it would be another step toward getting
ourselves off of foreign oil. Isn’t oil fun?
Walt Laws-MacDonald is a freshman who has
not yet declared a major. He can be reached at
Walt.Laws_MacDonald@tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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SUDOKU
Level: Not ordering Pizza Days for a week

Monday’s Solution

Monday’s Solution

Late Night at the Daily

Drew: “What’s that saying? You can lead a horse
to water but you can’t
make him drink?”
Craig: “I pretty much
Want more late-night yelled at him to drink.”
laughs?
Laina: “That sounds a
Follow us on Twitter
lot like hazing.”
at @LateNiteAtDaily

NESCAC Players of the Week
Eric weikert | baseball
The way the baseball team has been hitting lately, just about anyone in the lineup could have been considered for the latest NESCAC Player
of the Week award. But Eric Weikert’s offensive performance stood out over the Jumbos’ last four games, earning the junior the honor for
the first time in his career. Weikert went 8-for-14 (.517) with two doubles, seven runs and six RBIs during his team’s 4-0 week, posting an
on-base percentage of .647. He is currently first in the conference in runs scored with 21 and fourth in RBIs with 19. Weikert also boasts a
.367 average and a .492 OBP to go along with two home runs.
The lefty hitter, who has not made an error in 50 chances this season split between first base and right field, began the week on Thursday
by going 3-for-4 with three RBIs and three runs scored in the Jumbos’ 17-0 stomping of Mass. Maritime. On Friday and Saturday, he racked
up five hits and scored four times to lead Tufts to a three-game series sweep of Bates in the first NESCAC weekend matchup of the season.
Weikert went 2-for-4 with two RBIs and a pair of runs in the first game, 1-for-1 with a walk and a run in the early game on Saturday and
2-for-5 with an RBI and a run in the series finale.
Weikert will look to stay hot today when Tufts takes a break from conference play to host Brandeis at 3 p.m. on Huskins Field.

Courtesy Tufts athletics

Emily Beinecke | softball

Junior Emily Beinecke’s offensive numbers during the Jumbos’ three-game sweep of the Bowdoin Polar Bears this past weekend tell
pretty much the whole story of how she earned her second career NESCAC Player of the Week honor: 8-for-11 (.727), two doubles,
nine RBIs, four runs and a grand slam.
Beinecke did greater damage in each successive game of the series. In game one on Friday, she warmed up with a 2-for-3 effort at the
plate and a run scored in her team’s 8-0, five-inning win. Next, in the first game of the doubleheader on Saturday, the second baseman
went 4-for-4, driving home a run each in the second and sixth innings and scoring in the fourth. Finally, Beinecke exploded in the final game,
making the most of two opportunities with the bases loaded in consecutive innings. In the second frame, Beinecke hit a bases-clearing
double. Then, in the third, she smashed a grand slam, raising her RBI total to seven for the game and nine for the day.
Through 16 games, Beinecke is hitting .385, is tied for the team lead in runs with 15 and is second in RBIs with 17. She has also made
just two errors in 62 chances at second base. The Jumbos have now earned NESCAC honors in three straight weeks — sophomore catcher
Jo Clair was the Player of the Week two weeks ago and freshman pitcher Allyson Fournier won Pitcher of the Week last Monday.

courtesy tufts athletics

jeff marvel | men’s track and field
An impressive, season-opening 800-meter run earned junior Jeff Marvel the NESCAC Performer of the Week award for men’s track and field.
Just a few weeks after Marvel’s top-five finish in the event at the NCAA Indoor Track and Field Championships netted him his first All-American
honor, he began the outdoor season with a stellar 800-meter race. Marvel crossed the line in 1:52.33, blowing the field away at Tufts’ Snowflake
Classic to win the event by nearly three seconds while outpacing a field of 74 athletes.
The race displayed the promise that Marvel holds for the season, as he dropped the field early in the second lap to finish an even-split race,
a rare feat in a middle-distance event.
Despite cold and damp conditions this weekend, Marvel’s time on Saturday is less than a second off the school-record time of 1:51.43 that earned
him a spot at indoor nationals. He currently sits in fifth on the NCAA Div. III performance list for the season and has a chance to remain in the top 20,
a feat that would secure his first career outdoor nationals berth.
Marvel also anchored a 4x400-meter relay team on Saturday, clocking a time of 49.4 seconds, an impressive split in an event on which he
does not typically focus. The season has only just begun, but Marvel is already trending upward.
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Marvel, McArthur, Nakanishi earn victories at home meet

Alex Prewitt | Live from Mudville

MEN’S TRACK and FIELD

Cal’s Call

continued from Back

on for the rest of the season,” Osayande said.
“It was definitely an adjustment, because
indoors I’ve only gone over five [hurdles], and
outdoors it is five more,” he added.
In the long-distance events, the Jumbos
secured two top-five finishes. Junior Sam
Haney took fourth in the 5,000-meter run with
a time of 15:21.35, while sophomore Andrew
Shapero was fourth in the 10,000-meter run,
finishing in 32:38.85.
In the field events, senior tri-captain Adam
Aronson led the throwers with a runnerup finish in the hammer throw. Aronson’s
launch of 170-8 was a new personal best of
over 10 inches.
“It was a great meet for us. A lot of guys
were anxious to finally get our first outdoor
meet out the way,” Osayande said. “Although
the weather wasn’t the best, we still had some
good performances and it was a good starting
point for us to keep the momentum we had
from indoor, so we can do what we have to do
outdoor.”
Most of the squad will travel to UMass Lowell
for Saturday’s George Davis Invitational, while
some distance and middle-distance runners
will compete at the Sam Howell Invitational at
Princeton on Friday.
The Jumbos will use this weekend to build
off of their season-openers after getting in
another solid training week.
“It would be great to see some good relays
[this weekend], because relays are always sort
of indicative of how the team is competing as
a unit,” McArthur said.

T

Justin mccallum / the Tufts Daily

Sophomore Trevor Rothaus placed third in the pole vault on Saturday, clearing a
height of 14-1.

Jumbos earn back-to-back 9-0 conference wins
MEN’S TENNIS

continued from Back

The Jumbos maintained their momentum going into Sunday’s match against the
Cardinals, leery of the competition after
a close victory last year, 5-4. In their first
chance to play on their new outdoor courts,
and with an energetic crowd in attendance,
the Jumbos struck early and did not let up
throughout the match.
The doubles pairs set the tone, preventing the Cardinals from winning more than
five games in any of the three matches.
Wesleyan’s doubles pairs may have been
stronger than Conn. College’s, but Laber felt
that the Jumbos’ pairings played even better
in Sunday’s match, rising to the challenge
against stiffer competition.
After the doubles teams established a

3-0 Tufts lead, the singles players followed
suit, and no Wesleyan player took a set in
any of the six matches. The lone singles
match not decided in two sets came in the
No. 1 spot, where Barad took a victory after
one set when his opponent was forced to
retire due to injury.
But the captains didn’t let that cloud
the team’s third straight victory, aware that
matches like this demonstrate the depth
and strength of the team.
“Everybody really rose to the occasion,”
said Laber, who didn’t face any early struggles in his doubles match with Barad this
time around, taking it 8-4 and winning his
singles showdown 6-3, 6-1.
“Everyone at every position played well,”
Bossen said.
The Jumbos will now look to extend their

winning streak with Wednesday’s home
match against Merrimack College, another
school that the Jumbos narrowly edged,
5-4, last season.
“They’re a good team so we have to make
sure that everyone brings the focus,” Bossen
said. “These are the matches that really
count and are the reason that we put in all
the hours in the fall and in the winter.”
In their three straight victories, the Jumbos
have won by a combined score of 26-1, a
streak that has prepared them for a loaded
schedule in the upcoming weeks. Though
they hope to keep up the same spotless run
going forward, Laber understands the difficulty of maintaining the team’s dominance
from the last two matches.
“It’s pretty difficult to beat anyone in our
conference 9-0 once, let alone twice,” he said.

Women earn handful of top-five finishes on the track
WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD
continued from Back

once again flexed her NCAA Championshipqualifying muscles. She placed first in the
discus throw with a heave of 145-7, secured
second place in the hammer throw with a
toss of 164-9 and earned a third-place finish
in the shot put with a mark of 40-5. Fellow
junior thrower Sabienne Brutus also showed
her prowess with a toss of 148-10 in the hammer throw, good for fifth place.
At the other end of the field, senior Heather
Theiss made highlights of her own in the pole
vault. Having already set the school record for
the event with a mark of 11-9 last year, Theiss
reached new heights for the Jumbos by clearing an even 12-0 on Saturday for both a victory and a potential NCAA Championship
qualification. In addition to Theiss, three

other Jumbos finished in the top five in the
pole vault or jumping events. Senior tri-captain Katherine Tang took fourth in the pole
vault, clearing 2.75 meters; junior Leah Small
finished fifth in the high jump, clearing the
bar at 4-10; and sophomore Anya Kaufman
placed fourth in the long jump, leaping 16-3.
Back on the track, the Jumbos pulled off
a series of top-five performances. Freshman
Caitlin Pohl impressed in the 400-meter
hurdles, finishing in third with a time of
1:10.26. Freshman Christina Harvey, who
showed promise at Bridgewater, stepped up
to finish in 12.78 seconds in the 100-meter
dash finals, good for a top-five placement
after barely qualifying in the preliminary
round. Sophomore Jana Hieber added to the
Jumbos’ accolades by claiming fourth place
in the final round of the 100-meter hurdles

with a time of 16.09 seconds.
The Jumbos put together another successful performance in the 4x100-meter
relay. Kaufman, Harver, sophomore LaTisha
Curtiss and junior Samantha Bissonnette
combined to finish second with an impressive early-season time of 50 seconds flat.
“People are coming off a good winter.
We’re in shape, we’re really excited about
this season and we have a lot more cohesion entering this spring season,” Pettoruto
said. “Our goal is to win NESCACs, to keep
going where we started off and to continue to qualify as many people as we can
for the postseason.”
Looking ahead to next weekend, coach
Kristen Morwick and the team will travel
to UMass Lowell for the George Davis
Invitational.

Jumbos gain confidence from first conference win
WOMEN’S TENNIS
continued from Back

but simply could not keep up with a determined Tufts squad.
The strong performances of underclassmen Gann and Flynn were especially encouraging, given that the Jumbos will need them
to succeed in order to make deep runs in
the conference and national tournaments
later in the season. While both played well at
times over spring break, the consistency they
displayed in their matches on Saturday is a
positive sign going forward.
Sophomore Shelci Bowman faced a
challenge at the No. 2 singles spot, dropping her first set 6-1 before rallying back
for a 6-2 win in the second and squeaking
out a 10-6 victory in the final set to preserve the perfect day for the Jumbos.

In doubles, all three Jumbos pairings
were in sync. At the No. 1 doubles position,
Bowman and freshman Sophie Schonfeld
were tested but prevailed by a score of
8-5. Meanwhile, the No. 2 doubles team
of Katz and Flynn won handily, 8-2, and
Gann and junior Janice Lam prevailed 8-1
in the No. 3 spot.
Although this young Jumbos team has
only eight active players, just three of whom
are upperclassmen, Saturday provided a
glimpse of its potential. The players were
admittedly nervous during the spring break
trip, facing some of the stiffest competition they will encounter all year, including
several teams in late-season form. However,
it appears the Jumbos have made strides
toward overcoming their inexperience to
make the most of what they have.

“It was great to come out of that match
with a 9-0 win,” Gann told the Daily in
an email. “I think that we all took some
steps out of our comfort zone during the
match to try new things, and everyone’s
focus throughout the match and dedication
to sticking to their plans was fantastic. We
are taking away a lot of confidence from this
match and are really pumped up for the rest
of the season.”
The Jumbos will compete at the three-day
Wellesley Invitational this weekend, an event
the players believe will be a good barometer
for how the team will fare over the rest of
the spring. The tournament will serve as the
last chance for the players to do some finetuning before they tackle a loaded schedule
that includes seven more NESCAC contests
before the end of April.

o maintain our existence within the
sports world, we isolate dualities at
every turn. The media, unbiased as
front-page mottos may portray their
mission to be, juxtapose good and evil as
freely as Disney movies. Fans, intoxicated
with the potential for fleeting happiness,
are even more culpable.
This is nothing revolutionary. In fact, it’s
basic human nature. Preference is relative.
To say we “like” one team or one player is
really to say that we like them more than
the rest. We base our fandom off lineage —
who our parents root for — what we ourselves witness in games and what we read
in the media. Objective analysis becomes
difficult when clouded by passion, and
this is simply the nature of the beast.
To this end, how do we treat someone
so widely despised like John Calipari?
By all accounts, based off the widespread
vitriol gushing from every orifice outside
of Lexington, Ky., Calipari would appear
to rank as one of the country’s most hated
individuals who never wielded a weapon,
committed a crime or announced his relocation plans on television. He acts the part
— operating a system of one-and-done
at Kentucky that counteracts the “they’re
students first” rubbish espoused by the
NCAA — and he looks the part, patrolling
the sidelines with a grease-combed haircut and a banal smirk that, were he to star
in a Coen Brothers movie, would serve as
a distractor for the knife calmly piercing
your lower intestine.
Calipari has been labeled a villain, a
rogue who recruits NBA prospects knowing full well that they will, after mere
months, bolt for pastures colored green
by both the future and the Benjamins.
He’s accrued NCAA violations and burned
bridges along the way.
And so Calipari rides on the Kentucky
Karousel, boosting wide-eyed high school
seniors onto a wooden Wildcat for a oncearound before dumping them off on the
other side, free to wander into the professional ranks, guilt-free that they played by
an arbitrary age limit and competed for a
national championship.
Kentucky’s victory over Kansas on
Monday justified the system that the rest
of America — sans Ashley Judd — has slotted into the bin marked “definitively evil.”
The question is why. Has our conditioning
according to the American Dream been so
overwhelmingly narrow-minded that we
cannot accept a coach recruiting players,
fully aware that they will never graduate?
It’s admittedly a tough pill to swallow;
acknowledging the validity of Calipari’s
approach means, for most, acknowledging that higher education shouldn’t matter
if better opportunities surface.
Calipari’s reasoning traipses along similar lines. He references Bill Gates and Steve
Jobs and those who left college when it had
little left to offer them besides parties and
an opportunity to screw up the future. He
refuses to use the term “student-athlete,”
a phrase that seems altruistic but was
really created to protect the NCAA from
having to offer workman’s compensation
to injured football players. He wants to
reimburse players for their earning power.
Rather than conform behind the walls of
amateurism, Calipari is staring down the
tank and beating it at its own game.
Calipari’s first national championship
is a landmark moment for college basketball. He has long been the fire over
which 18-year-olds can marinate for a
year before bolting into the NBA. Now he
becomes a beacon for those looking to
pad their legacy, an ever-growing source
of motivation in a brand-centric world, by
tacking an NCAA title onto lottery money.
Is it selfish or selfless? If Calipari wanted to
bolster his own coaching legacy, wouldn’t
he try to convince players to stick around?
Or does this give him the best of both
worlds, glory for himself and his players?
Maybe unanswerable, certainly rebellious,
but unquestionably respectable.
Alex Prewitt is a senior majoring in English
and religion. He can be reached on his blog
at http://livefrommudville.blogspot.com or
followed on Twitter at @Alex_Prewitt.
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Sweep victory: Men’s tennis
earns pair of shutout wins
by

Marcus Budline
Staff Writer

In its first taste of a jam-packed NESCAC
schedule, the men’s tennis team secured a
pair of 9-0 wins, beating Connecticut College
MEN’S TENNIS
(7-4 Overall, 2-1 NESCAC)
Voute Courts, Sunday
Wesleyan
Tufts

0
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and Wesleyan in matches that tested, but did
not trip up, the Jumbos.
Matched up against perennial NESCAC
bottom-dweller Conn. College on Thursday,
the Jumbos stressed the importance of staying focused on the task at hand in their first
time playing at Tufts this season.

Before the match, coach Jaime Kenney
tinkered with the doubles lineup, making
slight adjustments to strengthen each pairing. Though the second team of senior cocaptain Sam Laber and junior Ben Barad
stumbled a little out of the gate, falling behind
4-1, the moves ultimately paid dividends, as
all three pairings came away with wins.
“It was important for the new doubles
teams to get off on the right foot,” senior cocaptain Morrie Bossen said. “[The changes]
made everyone a little stronger at each position. We beat them 9-0 with us being incredibly focused.”
On the singles side, the Jumbos took care
of business in the same fashion, with only
Barad forced to play three sets, coming back
and winning 3-6, 6-2, 6-2.
It was exactly the kind of performance
the Jumbos were looking for coming off of a
convincing victory at the end of their spring
break trip to Hilton Head, S.C.
see MEN’S TENNIS, page 11

Caroline Geiling / The Tufts Daily

Women’s Track and Field

Sophomore Samantha Gann dropped just two games in her two matches on Saturday, beating her singles opponent 6-0, 6-1, and teaming up with junior Janice Lam to cruise to an
8-1 win in doubles.

Spring season heats up
with Snowflake Classic

Jumbos stomp all over Mules
to earn first conference win

by

Andy Wong

Daily Staff Writer

One week after an impressive start to
the outdoor season at the non-scoring
Bridgewater Invitational, the women’s track
and field team returned to the Hill for its
home opener at Ellis Oval in the Snowflake
Classic on Saturday, which also was not
scored. Despite unfavorable weather conditions in the early going, the Jumbos managed to secure two event victories and several top-five finishes.
“It was definitely a really big meet for us, in
terms of numbers,” senior tri-captain Kayley
Pettoruto said. “There were a lot of teams,

over a thousand athletes, including a lot of
Division I competitors, so it was very competitive for Tufts. It was a very long day, but
we handled it very well.”
“We had a lot more athletes competing
this week — hurdlers, distance runners
and a lot of people who we just weren’t
able to bring out during spring break,”
senior tri-captain Anya Price said. “It was
a chance for people to shake off the dust,
to try all the new events outdoors, and
similar to Bridgewater we saw a lot of good
performances.”
On the field, junior thrower Kelly Allen
see WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD, page 11

by Jake Indursky

Daily Staff Writer

The women’s tennis team cruised to a
9-0 victory this past weekend against Colby,
putting the Jumbos at 3-3 on the season and,
WOMEN’S TENNIS
(3-3 Overall, 1-0 NESCAC)
Gantcher Center, Saturday
Colby
Tufts
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more importantly, 1-0 in NESCAC play.
The national No. 12 Jumbos were coming
off of a challenging spring break trip, during which they dropped matches against two
highly-ranked teams in Washington and Lee
and Johns Hopkins. But in their home opener

on Saturday, playing indoors at the Gantcher
Center because of rain, the Jumbos had no
problem dispatching the Colby Mules to earn
their first conference victory.
Tufts dominated from top to bottom, starting in singles with junior captain Lindsay
Katz, who set the tone with a 6-2, 6-1 win at
the No. 1 spot.
Sophomores Eliza Flynn, Samantha Gann
and Rebecca Kimmel also smashed their singles opponents, winning in straight sets in the
No. 3, 4 and 5 positions, respectively. Gann
had a nearly flawless effort, winning 6-0, 6-1.
“Colby played really well, but our team was
just focused all day long,” Kimmel said. “My
match was closer than the score showed. My
opponent [Victoria Abel] was very good, and I
had to fight extremely hard to beat her.”
Kimmel’s match was indicative of the way
the entire day went: Colby battled throughout,
see WOMEN’S TENNIS, page 11

Men’s track and field

Tufts hosts Snowflake Classic
to open spring season
by

Laurent Flament

Daily Editorial Board

virginia bledsoe / the Tufts Daily archives

Junior Samantha Bissonnette was part of a 4x100-meter relay team that earned second
place with a time of 50 seconds on Saturday.

The men’s track and field team started its
season on Saturday, hosting the Snowflake
Classic. Three Jumbos earned victories at the
non-scoring meet on the Dissault Track, while
many others posted solid season opening
times in rainy conditions.
Junior Jeff Marvel took first in the 800meter run with a very impressive race. Marvel
crossed the line with a time of 152.33, nearly
three seconds ahead of the runner-up. Just a
few weeks off of Marvel’s fifth place finish in
the 800-meter at the indoor track and field
NCAA Championships, his solid first-meet
performance has a legitimate chance to earn
him his first outdoor national berth and shows
his promising trajectory outdoors. The finish also earned Marvel the title of NESCAC
Performer of the Week.
Junior Brad Nakanishi earned a victory in
the pole vault Saturday, clearing 15-0, while
sophomore Trevor Rothaus took third in the
event with a height of 14-1.
The final Tufts victory came in the 3,000meter steeple-chase, an event in which the
Jumbos claimed four of the top five spots.
Returning from an injury during the indoor

season, senior tri-captain Scott McArthur was
the first across the line in his first ever steeplechase, finishing in a time of 9:55.55.
“My first steeple was fun. It was a good
early-season race, because there was not a
lot of pressure on it,” McArthur said. “[All four
Tufts runners] were within about a 30-second
span, which was great. We were able to work
together throughout the race.”
Freshman Marshall Pagano and sophomore Bobby McShane were the next two
across the line, with times of 9:57.70 and
10:03.54 in second and third, respectively,
despite a fall in the water pit by McShane.
Both times were good enough to qualify for
the NESCACs and Div. III Championships.
Junior Luke Maher took fifth in the event
with a NESCAC-qualifying time of 10:28.66.
Another top finisher was freshman Ptah
Osayande in the 110-meter hurdles. Osayande
took third with a time of 16.21 seconds in his
debut in the event.
“I didn’t run the time that I was looking for,
but it was good to get my first 110-hurdles race
out of the way in college, so it was a good starting point and now I know what I have to work
see MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD, page 11

