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Summary: 

Public opinion surveys in July and mid-October in Great 
Britain, France, West Germany, the Netherlands, Italy, and 
Norway found that: 

o Nuclear pacifism,l except in France, increased demon­
s trably between July and October.

I 

o Only about half of the "nuclear pacifists," except iri
France, also hold o ther pacifist views, but both types of
pacifism are related to opposition to intermediate nuclear
force (INF) deployment.

o While large majorities of pacifists and nuclear pacifists
oppose INF deployment, only about one-in-four (somewhat
higher in the Netherlands) of the "non-pacifists" opposes 
deployment.

o Both types of pacifism are generally. related to wanting
to stay out of superpower disputes, preference for unila­
teral disarmament, and "better red than dead" sentiments • 

Although reported in pre£ent tense here, these USICA data are 
from surveys taken at least one month before President Reagan's 
speech on reducing intermediate-range nuclear forces and well 
before the start of the Geneva talks. We believe that the 
Same general ielationships reported here would obtain today. 

End Summary 

1 Only single measures for pacif1srn and nuclear pac1fisrn are
used in this paper. We define "pacifism" or "pacifist views"
as opposition to "the use of military force" even if one's 
country or another NATO country is attacked by the Soviet 
Union. "Nuclear pacifism" is defined as "opposition to NATO's 
using nuclear weapons of any kind under any circums tances" -­
eVen if "a Soviet attack by conventional forces threatens to 
overwhelm NATO forces," or, "the Soviet Union uses nuclear 
weapons first in attacking Western Europe." 
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uneonditional Opposition to Use of Nuclear Weapons Increasing

Opinion polls taken at .the time of large-scale, anti-nuclear 
demonstratibns in Western Europe and prior to Presictent Reagan's 
No vember 18 speech proposing the "zero option" for the Geneva
talks, show increasingly widespread opposition to NATO's use of 
nuclear weapons even if NATO forces were overrun by a conven­
tion�l Soviet attack or �ven if the USSR used nuclear weapons 
first. 

The graph below shows July to October changes in the percentages 
of people who are "nuclear pacifists" -- that is, unconditionally 
opposed to the use of n uclear ,.w_��p�-� .. s.:. 
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o Except in Fr ance, between July and October the number of
West Europeans opposed to the use of nuclear weapons iri­
creased by sev�n to 15 percent.

o Opposition to" using nuclear weapons of "any kind under any
circumstances" g rew to become the prevailing vie·.-� in Italy
{55%) and the Netherlands (50%).

o In contrast, the majority in Great Britain (65%), and
pluralities in France (47%) and West Germany (44%) believe
that under some conditions the Western allies should use
nuclear weapons.

o However, in West Germany public support for this position
declined 1 0 percent between surveys -- about the same level
of decline in Italy and the Netherlands.

I 
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Attitudes o f  Pacifists and Nuclear Pacifists: A Profil� 

As indicated above, only in Great Britain do non-pacifists 
clearly outnumber nuclear pacifists, while in Italy and, especi­
ally, the Netherlands the reverse is true. In France and Hest 
Germany non�pacifists are somewhat more numerous than ·nuclear 
pacifists. 

A� the t� ble on page 5 shows, nuclear pacifis�s and other paci�
f1sts are not always the same people.2 That 1s, only about
three-in-five nuclear pacifists also express other pa�ifistic 
views (higher in France, lower in Britain). So, sorne people may
unconditionally oppose the use of nuclear weapons, but favor de­
fending their country against a conventional attack. 

While being a nuclear pacifist (in a public opinion survey) does 
n ot automatically mean that one is a conventional-war pacifist, 
and vice-versa, the two views are highly related. And in many 
cases, 6pposition to u.s. and NATO policies was equally wide­
spread among both groups. Specifically:

o Large majorities of nuclear pacifists (around 60% o r
more) and other pacifists (65% or mor�) unconditionally

· o pposed INF deployment. Conversely, about one-in-four
n on-pacifists (moie in.the Netherlands) opposes- INF 
deployment.

o About half of both groups of pacifists (lower in France) 
believe that INF deployment increases the likelihood of 
a Soviet attack. This is usually more than twice the
number of non-pacifists saying .the same.·

o Very large majorities (except in West Germany) believe 
that their country should stay out o f  disputes between
the u.s. and USSR, even when disputes affect· their
n ational interests.

o Pacifists generally are about three times more likely than
non-pacifists ·to favor unil(;lteral disarmament .• 

o Furthermore, among pacifists and nuclear pacifists, two out
of three in West Germany and the Netherlands, about half
in France, and a third in the UK would opt for living under
So viet rule rather than risk nuclear war.

2 The table presents cross-tabulat1ons \nth the- "dbn' t know"
responses deleted. Not all the response categories for e�ch 
question are shown. 

___________ ....;.....,,_, 
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. Nuclear Pacifist Views Related to Age �nd Education 

Nuclear pacifism is not limited to leftists, the young, or the 
university-educated -- although the relationships tend in those 
d irections. 

While opposition to the use of nuclear weapons is more wide­
spread among supporters of Communist and Socialist-leaning . 
parties, many West Europeans who support c entrist or conserva­
tive parties also oppose the use of nuclea� weapons -- as last 
measured in October 1981. 

In West Germany, more nuclear pacifists support the C hristian
Democrats than support· the Social Democrats. In the UK, there
are more nuclear pacifists outside than in the Labour Party. 
Only in France and the Netherlands, do supporters of leftist 
parties clearly outnumber conser�atives among nuclear pacifists. 

Nuclear pacifism is more prevalent among West German and Dutch 
youth. Those between the ages of 18 and 2 4 are more l ikely than
their elders, especially those over.50, ·to unconditionally 
oppose the use of nucleai weapons. In.the UK, there is great 
difference of opinion on nuclear weapons between those· over and 
under age 35 -- opposition decreasing with age. However, in 
France, opposition to the use of nuclear weapons is less wide­
spread among those between 25 and 34, than among those who are
e ither younger or older. 

Education is a more consistent predictor of nuclear p'acifism. 
In each country, opposition to the use of nuclear weapons is 
most widespread among the better-educated. 

Prepared by: 
Gregory F. T. Winn (PGM/REU) 
7 24-9140 
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TWO TYPES OF PACIFISTS AND N ON�PACIFISTS

% WHO AGREE
Pac.i­
fists 

Vi�ws on the Use of Military Force 
Military force should never be used: 

Netherlands • • . . • 
West Germany • • . •
France • • • • • • • • • •
United Kingdom • •

I NF Deployment in Western Europe 
Unconditionally opposed: 

Netherlands • • . • • 84% 
West Germany • . • • �7 
France • • • • • • • • • •  60 
United Kingdom • •  5 7 

INF Deploirnent in Western Europe
Make� a sov1et attack more l1kely: 

Ne therlands • • • . •
West-Germany • • • •
France • • • • • • • • • •
United Kingdom • •

Non-involvement in Di�putes 
Should stay out of disputes between 

u.s. and USSR: Netherlands.� • •  � 

West Germany • • • • 
France .......... . 
United Kingdom • •

· unilateral Nuclear Disarmament
Should give up all nuclear weapons 

o n  our territory: Netherlands • • • � .

West Germany • • • •
Fr ance ........... . 
United Kingdom • •

Opposition to the Soviet Union 
Should give up opposing the USSR: 

Netherlands . • • • •. 
West Germany • • • •
France .• • • • • . • • • • 
United Kingdom • •

Oppos i tion to the , Soviet Union
Better to be conquered than risk war:

Ne therlands • • • • •
West Germany • • • •
France • • • • • • • • • • 
United 

These are cross-tabulat1ons 

5 7% 
5 4  
32 
42 

78% 
56 
83 
86 

75% 
63 
56 
4'4 

35% 
63 
42 
49 

Nuclear 
Pacifists 

5 9% 
5 8  
71 
4 2  

86%. 
65' 
73 
65 

5 8% 
5 5  
38 
so 

78% 
63 
8 2  
8 2  

77% 
60 
63 
49 

33% 
61 
44 
43 

66% 
65 
53 
38 

responses 

% \vHO AGREE 
Non­
Pacif. 

35% 
26 
27 
24 

22% 
21 
20 
19 

44% 
42 
56 
61 

25 % 
19' 
23 
16 

11% 
37 
36 
19 

27% 
29 
25 
18 

Non-Nuc .. 
Pacifi s t:_ 

12% 
15 
32 
13 

29% 
25 
21 
23 

20% 
21 
18 
17 

41% 
39 
59 
64 

21% 
18 
19 
15 

10% 
35 
33 
22 

24% 
28 
23 
17 




