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Sia creates compelling record in “This is Acting” with
mixed success
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Women’s basketball team breaks Amherst’s streak of
121 undefeated home games
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Tufts students join the political frenzy in New Hampshire
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Tufts students head to New Hampshire to canvass, attend
candidates’ rallies

by Joe Walsh, Nick Golden and Mengqi Sun
Assistant News Editor and Managing Editors

Students from Tufts for Bernie, Tufts for
Hillary and Tufts CIVIC traveled to New
Hampshire this past weekend to canvass for
and attend rallies of presidential candidates
ahead of Tuesday’s primary in the state, the
nation’s first primary election.
Tufts for Bernie: Talking to voters personally
Approximately 13 members of Tufts
for Bernie canvassed for Senator Bernie
Sanders’ (I-VT) between Saturday and Sunday
for Get Out the Vote (GOTV) weekend, according to volunteer Nick Nasser.
Tufts for Bernie co-founder Amy Kao said
that this was the group’s fourth weekend of canvassing in New Hampshire, explaining that the
group had members canvassing once in the fall
semester and every weekend since the begin-

ning of the spring semester. Approximately
nine people have canvassed for Tufts for Bernie
on previous weekends, Nasser said.
The group’s past trips have focused on
visiting undecided voters and recording their
support, while GOTV canvassing is intended
to remind supporters to vote and help them
with transportation, according to Nasser.
He said that GOTV canvassing is particularly exciting because the vast majority
of their conversations are with committed
Sanders supporters.
“Generally what you’ll find with the
Bernie crowd [is that they] are very eclectic, interesting and kind people who are
very giving,” Nasser said.
For first-year Nate Krinsky, last weekend
was his fourth canvassing trip for the Sanders
campaign. Krinsky also works at a phone bank
for the campaign every week but said that he
prefers to talk to voters in person.

“When you’re canvassing, you can actually talk to people and make a connection,”
Krinsky said. “Phone banking is always a little
more shallow because, when people aren’t looking at you, they don’t give you the same chance.”
Sophomore Zachary Bernstein agreed,
explaining that many prospective voters
appreciate the personal connection, even
though some have felt overwhelmed by all of
the campaigning in New Hampshire.
Bernstein said that this is the first political
campaign that he has volunteered for and that
he feels it is his generation’s responsibility to
promote progressive politics.
“Even though you don’t exactly see the
progress you make — it’s not incredibly tangible — it’s very emotional and it’s definitely
worthwhile,” Bernstein said. “It makes you feel
like you’re making a difference somehow and
getting some people involved.”
Krinsky said that phone conversations he

has had with Massachusetts voters make him
optimistic about Sanders’ chances of winning
the primary election within the state.
“Even if they don’t support him, they’re
definitely open to his message, and I think that
if New Hampshire goes well, Massachusetts
voters will take notice,” Krinsky said.
Regardless, Tufts for Bernie’s canvassers
agreed that New Hampshire’s primary election will be important to determining Sanders’
future success.
“Even though New Hampshire is technically a home state for Bernie, winning New
Hampshire, the first primary, does show that
you’re a viable candidate,” Nasser said.
Kao, a senior, said that after
Tuesday, Tufts for Bernie will focus its
efforts on canvassing in Massachusetts,
in the lead up to the March 1 primary.
see N.H., page 2

Tufts Institute for Innovation host second annual Human Health Hack
by Elise Westervelt
Staff Writer

The Tufts Institute for Innovation
(TII) hosted a three-day Human Health
Hack, the second annual event of its kind,
this past weekend at 574 Boston Ave. The
event, which focused on nutritional food
access for low-income households and
communities, attracted a variety of participants, including undergraduate students
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and graduate students from the School
of Medicine and the Friedman School of
Nutrition Science and Policy.
According to Deputy Director of TII Dr.
Lauren Linton, she and TII Projects
Administrator Christina Fogarasi, who
works in student engagement and community outreach, organized the event.
Beginning on Friday afternoon, the
hackathon opened with a symposium featuring four speakers, who each presented
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their perspectives on food access, poverty
and nutrition. The speakers were Parke
Wilde, associate professor at the Friedman
School; Ona Balkus, senior clinical fellow
at the Harvard Food Law and Policy Clinic;
Christina Economos, associate professor at
the Friedman School; and Alicia McCabe,
the Massachusetts state director of Share
Our Strength, an organization that works to
end child hunger in the United States. Each
speaker gave a 30-minute-long presenta-
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tion to introduce participants to topics
related to food access.
“We really wanted to get a wide range of
speakers,” Fogarasi said. “Not just academics, but community activists, people who
work for non-governmental organizations
[and] people with business expertise.”
At the event, Wilde spoke about the
importance of finding a solution that works
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Tufts political groups travel to New Hampshire ahead of primary
N.H.

continued from page 1
Tufts for Hillary: Canvassing for Clinton
Seven members of Tufts’ campaign arm of
the former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
(D-N.Y.) took part in canvassing efforts on
Saturday, knocking on doors and reaching out
to primary voters.
Three of those members of Tufts for Hillary
canvassed in a residential development in
Merrimack, N.H., joining different college
organizations campaigning for Hillary, including groups from Northeastern University,
Brandeis University, Boston College and
Wellesley College, according to Tufts for Hillary
President Kate Mieher.
Mieher, a junior, explained that she was
accompanied by junior Kate Morrow and
sophomore Justin Krakoff in canvassing 45
homes while in New Hampshire. The three
explained that they had encountered mostly
positive responses from those whose doors
they knocked, which were organized on a list
from the Clinton campaign that used voter
data and algorithims to optimize canvassing.
Krakoff, who is also an arts editor for
the Daily, said that people have been welcoming to the out-of-state students. He
referenced one voter who asked the group
if any members needed water or wanted to
use the bathroom.
Toward the end of the group’s Saturday
canvassing, the three told the Daily that they
had yet to meet an undecided or unprepared voter.
“People know who they’re voting for,”
Mieher said. “Everyone knows their polling
places—it seems very routine.”
Asked why to explain their reasons
for supporting Clinton, each referenced his or her own upbringing and
Clinton’s previous experience.
“I see her as Commander-in-Chief,
and I’m excited for our first female
president,” Krakoff said.
Mieher agreed that Clinton’s appeal comes
from her comparatively greater experience
with Washington, noting that her familiarity
with how policy is made could make her very
successful.
“I think Hillary could be a unifying force
in Washington. I think she has experience in
so many different parts of government as a
Senator, as Secretary of State and even as First
Lady. Washington knows her in a sense, and
I think she knows Washington,” Mieher said.
For Morrow, Clinton’s foreign policy expertise was a draw.
“I think for me, Hillary has experience
that no one else has in the foreign policy
area, which as Commander-in-Chief is super
important,” Morrow said.
Tufts CIVIC: Looking at both
sides of the aisle
Twenty-three other students joined Tufts
Cooperation and Innovation in Citizenship
(CIVIC) on a Saturday trip to attend three
presidential candidate’s rallies from both parties. This trip included rallies and a town-hall
meeting from Governor Chris Christie (R-N.J.),
Governor John Kasich (R-OH) and Clinton.
According to CIVIC Co-leader Ben
Hoffman, he and Co-leader Austin
Kane planned the trip to engage college students in what they consider to be the most
important political process.
“The goal of this trip is really to get students to see politics in action, as much as all
of us are very interested in politics, and have
a past of following it through news media. I
think few people, have the chance to see a
presidential candidate, to really understand
how it happens, and why [that happens]
in person,” Hoffman, a senior, said. “And I
think that’s a valuable experience to understand how it all works.”
Hoffman, who previously worked on
Senator Ed Markey’s (D-MA) campaign,
explained that CIVIC chose New Hampshire
for the trip because the state is holding the

second presidential primary in the nation.
“It is the state that very pretty much determines how the race will go, before a lot of
candidates drop out, and it really is a place
that specializes in retail politics,” he said.
“Candidates shaking hands with so few people and it sets the temperature.”
James Glaser, dean of Arts and Sciences,
and his wife also accompanied the group on
the trip this past weekend. While he was just
an attendee on this trip, in the past he organized similar trips for students.
“In 1996, I started doing this with students
… and we’ve done it every year, and I’ve done
it every year,” he said. “Although four years
ago, the New Hampshire primary was so early
the students hadn’t returned back from winter
break, so I didn’t take a group of students up
four years ago.”
Glaser said this kind of trip engages students because of the excitement of seeing
American democracy in process.
“It’s just awful a lot to learn,” he said. “You
read about it; you hear about it in your class.
It’s just a lot to learn from participating in
something like this, and you don’t have to love
the candidates to totally appreciate this.”
Despite the fact that both CIVIC co-leaders started planning for this trip a month
ago, they finalized the schedule only the
day before, on Friday, as they contacted the
campaign managers after seeing the rally
events publicly advertised.
“It’s hard to plan in advance, since the
campaigns don’t know where their candidates will be until two days before, and not
even, [sometimes] the day before,” Kane, a
sophomore, said.
According to Kane, the CIVIC trip received
funding from Tisch College and TCU
Senate. He added that the trip was open to
everyone in the Tufts community, and CIVIC
worked with Tufts Democrats, Tufts
Republicans and PostScript, Tufts’ independent political journal.
“The composition of our group is more
accurately represents the community—generally the school leans pretty hard left,” he
said. “I don’t think [many students] at Tufts
that are Republicans ended up showing up to
this event, but they have more of a presence
[in] our group.”
Kane said the process of choosing the candidate events for the trip depended on students’ interests and candidates’ availability.
“We ironed out who we’d choose in order,
but in the end, just because of scheduling—we know that we’ve got one of the
Democrats frontrunners—we got Bernie
or Hillary, and that’d satisfy most of our
plan, and we wanted to see a couple of…
Republican candidates,” he said.
Glaser said that the attractiveness and
mission of the trip is being able to see views
from both parties.
“We’re doing this as a way of experiencing
politics, observing… learning about politicians, not just as a way of showing your true
colors,” he said. “Over the years, I’ve been to
more Republican events than Democratic.
But I learned something every time I go to one
of these things.”
First-year Katie Windham, who attended
the trip, said that the trip was a great opportunity for her to see the candidates.
“I’m generally very excited about elections and this [in] particular, if I can go to
campaigns, I would go to campaign events,”
Windham, who has already sent in her absentee ballot to vote in Virginia, said. “This is a
really cool opportunity [to see] candidates
that normally [people] wouldn’t be paying that
much attention to; it’s kind of cool.”
Even though he already voted and is not an
undecided voter, Jacob Malenka, a first-year from
New Hampshire, said he was expecting to witness
dramatic rhetoric from candidates, which has
characterized much of the 2016 race so far.
“I’m personally hoping for somebody to
make a major gasp or drop a bomb or some

drama,” he said. “Sometimes you’ve heard
one speech, you’ve heard it all… I want to hear
something different… It’s kinda getting late
in…the season of primaries, and some might
be stepping up the rhetoric.”
Dean Glaser said that despite difficulties in getting college students to participate
in the voting process, Tufts students are generally relatively engaged in politics.
“I think it’s very good at Tufts, but the fact
is that college students are generally not good
voters;l they’re mobile, not living in home,
not registered at the locations,” Glaser said.
“That said, you’ll find at any schools like
Tufts very sliceable group of quite excited,
interested students who have a little bit more
time than regular people in the workforce
and who’re ready and willing to work on
campaigns and get involved.”
New Hampshire polling
At press time, most FiveThirtyEight
polls predict that Sanders will win in New
Hampshire, on the heels of his narrow loss
to Clinton in Iowa last week. According
to CNN News, Clinton placed first at
the Iowa caucuses with 49.84 percent of
the vote, edging out Sanders’ 49.59 percent. Currently, FiveThirtyEight’s nationwide polling suggests that Clinton has a
significant lead over Sanders nationwide.
Nasser and Bernstein said that Sanders’
showing in the Iowa caucuses demonstrates
that his campaign has momentum. According
to the NBC News, Sanders lost to Clinton in
Iowa by 0.3 percent, or four state delegates out
of more than 1,400. However, most polls forecasted a more decisive Clinton win, according
to FiveThirtyEight.
“The problem is, most Americans generally agree with his message but are fearful that
they don’t think it can get done,” Nasser said.
“But as soon as people realize that he’s a viable
candidate, … they will vote for him.”
Bernstein and Krinsky both said that they
would consider volunteering for Clinton in
the general election if she gets the nomination but that Sanders is more appealing to
them. Krinsky said that he has felt compelled
to volunteer for Sanders because he requires
more popular support, and that he would
only help Clinton if she similarly showed a
need for help.
Bernstein’s sentiments about Sanders’ appeal
with younger voters are reflected by statistics gathered in last week’s caucuses in Iowa. According
to NBC News, 84 percent of Iowa Democrats
between the ages of 17 and 29 caucused with
Sanders in the caucuses last week.
Currently, Clinton leads substantially
in the next battle, the Nevada Democratic
caucuses, 50.3 percent to Bernie Sanders’
28 percent, according to the polling and
analysis website FiveThirtyEight. After that,
two candidates travel on to South Carolina,
where FiveThirtyEight projects that Clinton
has a 96 percent chance to win to Sanders’
four percent.
Mieher, Morrow and Krakoff remain undeterred by Senator Bernie Sanders’ (D-VT) large
leads in the New Hampshire polls.
“It’s [a] fact that polls show Sanders leading
between 10 and 30 points…so it’s volatile,”
Krakoff said.
The last time Clinton ran for president, she
faced a similar situation against then-Senator
Barack Obama (D-IL), having lost the primary
caucus in Iowa before pulling a come-frombehind win in the Granite State.
“We’ve run into way more Hillary supporters than expected,” Morrow said.
Krakoff said that because independents can vote in either the Democratic or
Republican primary, updated absentee ballot
data and state projections reported by Politico
could indicate record turnout that could benefit Clinton.
“Anything could happen—New Hampshire
is a very volatile state, historically,” Krakoff said.
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Undergraduates, graduates mingle to tackle problems of food access and poverty
HEALTH HACK

continued from page 1
along with other anti-poverty efforts, rather
than competing with them.
“This probably means moving beyond
just a food-centered diagnosis of community problems and recognizing the
full breadth in employment, health and
crime—everything else that is a challenge
for low-income communities,” he said.
In her presentation, Balkus said that
food is being wasted based on arbitrary
expiration dates, contributing to the lack of
food access.
“Most expiration dates on the vast
majority of food are a business’s best
guess, a very conservative guess, at
when that food is going to maintain its
peak quality,” she said. “It has nothing to do with food safety, but 90
percent of Americans are throwing
away food at or before the sell-by date
because they think the dates are about
food safety.”
Economos spoke about efforts to reduce

childhood obesity and the importance of
community engagement, specifically the
role that engagement plays in designing
sustainable strategies that are effective.
McCabe advised participants to focus
on one specific problem within the scope
of the issues at hand, rather than the broad
topics of food access and poverty.
“Pick a battle that is important
enough to matter, but small enough to
win,” she said.
After the opening symposium, participants were given 60 seconds to pitch
a specific problem to their peers. They
then split up into small teams to search
for a potential solution to their chosen
problem. The organizers encouraged participants to build multidisciplinary teams
comprised of a combination of undergraduates, graduates and experts.
“If you can get students at the beginning of their education process to realize the
value of team-based multidisciplinary problem-based work, then you’ve taught them
early,” Linton said to the Daily. “It’s part of our

mission, to spread that ideology.”
Throughout the rest of the hackathon,
participants worked on devising solutions
in teams and attended various workshops
focusing on topics such as creating business
models, health and obesity, food access and
working with community members to solve
problems.
All teams pitched their final concepts
to a panel of judges from a variety of
disciplines, including nonprofit organizations, the Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy and TII.
The winning team was comprised of
Tariana Little and Malika Hodge, students at
the School of Medicine, and seniors Jordin
Metz and Anna Kaplan. The concept that
the team worked on was an app called Food
Finder Instantly, also known as FooFii.
“FooFii is an app that centralizes food
sources by location, and it’s free and easy
to navigate,” Little said. “It really targets
low-income mothers, particularly living in
Rocksbury, but could be extended to families
in Boston and, down the line, nationwide.”

The winning team said that the diverse
skills and areas of expertise of its members
were important in developing their app.
“We come from a lot of different backgrounds academically, professionally and
personally, so we were able to bring a lot of
different skill sets,” Metz said.
The team was given a $1,000 seed grant
from TII to continue to develop the concept.
The team hopes to continue its work with
FooFii using the seed money.
“This activity…was so illustrative of what
TII hopes to achieve,” Linton said in her
closing remarks on Sunday. “Tufts is such
a perfect place to found this institute and
there is no better proof of this than you, the
students.”
The first Human Health Hack was organized last year by senior Jordan Klein under
the name “Global Health Hack” and was
brought to TII to administer this year.
“I was amazed last year at the hack,”
Linton said. “I had never been part of a hack
before, and I was just floored by it. I couldn’t
wait to do one.”

LIVE EVENT

Senator Tim Kaine talks diplomacy, policy at Tisch College
by Sophie Lehrenbaum
News Editor

Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA) visited Tisch
College on Feb. 5 to reveal his insights on foreign policy, discuss his experiences in various
governmental offices and share his thoughts
on the upcoming presidential election. The
discussion, which had about 40 undergraduate and graduate students in attendance,
was facilitated by Professor of Political Science
Richard Eichenberg.
Alan Solomont, dean of the Jonathan
M. Tisch College of Citizenship and Public
Service, opened the event by introducing
the senator and speaking to his kindness
and receptiveness. First-year political science major Deb Mayo, who lives next door
to Kaine, then gave a brief overview of the
senator’s accomplishments and government experience. Following the introduction, Eichenberg launched into a one-oneone discussion with the senator.
Eichenberg’s first question focused on the
role of foreign policy in the coming election
cycle, which Kaine, who is a member of the
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, predicted would be extremely salient when voters head to the polls in the coming months.
“Six to eight months ago, this cycle would
have been very driven by domestic issues,
[but] my sense is that this has changed,” Kaine
said. “Had the war against ISIL not expanded
from Iraq to Syria [outcomes may have been
different, but with] bombings and terrorist
attacks, I think it is coming closer to home…
[and] security fears [that] people have are
going to make an important issue.”
Kaine explained that effective diplomacy
demands nuance and modulation and pointed out that some of the heated rhetoric from
some of the current candidates has had negative foreign policy implications. In particular,
Kaine said that some of the more extreme
remarks are due to the nature of the party
primaries—where the candidates are trying to
appeal to an energized 30 percent of party-loyal constituents and are not necessarily trying
to put forth the most representative ideas.
Specifically, Kaine talked about a recent
trip he took to the Middle East to meet with
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in
which both leaders expressed concern over
anti-Muslim sentiments expressed by some
U.S. presidential candidates. Kaine said that
he ultimately believes the American electorate
would prevent any anti-Muslim policies from
being enacted.

“They each have their challenges of folks
coexisting…and have kind of been able to rely
on the U.S. as a place where…people make
it work,” Kaine said. “It gives them hope that
one day they can make it work, and when they
look at our system and see grandstanding,
they worry about here and what it’ll mean
[back in their own countries].”
After posing a few more questions rooted
in foreign affairs, Eichenberg opened up the
forum to students in attendance, many of
whom are members of Tufts Democrats and
Cooperation and Innovation in Citizenship
(CIVIC). Questions touched upon a wide
array of topics, including reforming the tax
code, increasing female representation in
Congress, diplomatic relations with Ukraine
and Russia, cybersecurity, the Transpacific
Partnership, environmental issues following the 2015 Paris Climate Conference and
growing prescription drug abuse.
Kenny Weitzman, a sophomore in
Eichenberg’s “Public Opinion and Foreign
Policy” class, explained that he appreciated
having the opportunity to hear a politician
speak in a non-traditional setting.
“I live in New Hampshire, and campaigns
come through all the time … I’ve seen my fair
share of candidates … he definitely went into
a lot more detail about how the process works
and [mentioned] that issues politicians give
really clear cut answers to are actually more
nuanced than they seem, which was really
cool,” Weitzman, a sophomore, said. “It was
nice to hear all the different steps and work
that had to be put into it, into why decisions
were made the way they were, instead of criticizing them for being wrong.”
Sophomore Stephen DiMauro, who was
also in attendance, said he enjoyed hearing
the senator discuss changes to the tax system
and education reform.
“He talked about promoting wages instead
of investment earnings due to the fact that
people with higher in socioeconomic statuses are better able to invest and make earnings off of that, so we should tax wages,”
DiMauro said.
DiMauro also said he agreed
with Kaine’s beliefs that Americans
should look more closely at the benefits of vocational schooling, which he
discussed during the lecture.
“For the last 50 years, we’ve been diminishing the idea of vocational school and trade
work and [promoting] the idea that college is
for everyone,” DiMauro said. “People should
be more open to having their children pick
up their trade because they can…earn a good

living to support themselves and… it’s some- the 39 of us support Hillary…and it’s a really
thing that helps the economy and society.”
wide bunch…is because we all are there to get
Kaine, a former mayor of Richmond and things done and we want to work with a presgovernor of Virginia, spoke at Tisch College ident who can get things done. That is where
en route to New Hampshire to campaign we think Hillary has a head and shoulders
for former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton edge over Bernie.”
in her race for the Democratic presidential
Kaine’s name has also been thrown around
nomination.
as a potential running mate for Clinton,
Kaine cited Clinton’s background in dip- although Kaine insists that a vice presidential
lomatic relations and previous membership run is not his fate for this election cycle.
in the Senate Committee on Armed Services
“In [2008] I was on a very long list of
as uniquely equipping her with the perspec- potential running mates for [then] Senator
tive to be a powerful player in the realm of [Barack] Obama and then I ended up
international affairs. He told the group that he being on a list of two, but I never thought
believes Clinton has a strong understanding it was going to be me, even when it got
of the different foreign policy tools at her dis- down to two,” Kaine said. “I kind of have
posal and when they would best be employed. the same feeling.”
Following the event, Kaine sat down with
Kaine explained that no one has expressed
the Daily and spoke about some of the partic- interest in him as a vice president, and that the
ulars of the upcoming electoral race. In par- second-in-command position is not one he is
ticular, he said that Senator Bernie Sanders’ hoping to add to his litany of governmental
(D-VT) message has resonated markedly with positions just yet.
younger voters.
“I really like my job…[and] Congress is
“I know Bernie and like him a lot … I think what really needs to be fixed,” he said. “The
of the things people love, and frankly, his president will be able to find a good vice
Senate colleagues love about Bernie is that he president—that is not a problem. And I actuis unashamedly who he is,” Kaine said. “We ally feel like not only am I working on things
are in a world where a lot of politics seems I care about, but some of the dysfunctions
so scripted … everybody knows he is saying in Congress are things I really have a role in
what he believes…[and] he is speaking very fixing so it’s not anything I spend a lot of time
truthfully about economic anxieties.”
thinking about.”
Kaine lauded Sanders’
authenticity and pointed
out that Sanders’ stances
on income inequality and
social immobility have
garnered a lot of support
and are agendas he has
been pushing for years.
He explained that even if
Sanders does not win the
nomination, he will inevitably have set the agenda and
facilitated dialogue on the
issues that were of import to
his candidacy.
However, Kaine said
he still maintains his support for Clinton as the
Democratic presidential
nominee.
“Thirty nine Democratic
Senators have declared for
a candidate, and all 39 of
them have declared for
Hillary,” Kaine said. “We
know Bernie, and we love
him, and we know Hillary,
UNITED STATES CONGRESS VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
and we love her. The reason Senator Tim Kaine from Virginia came to Tufts this past Friday.
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Human-Robot Interaction Lab explores robotic morality, ethics
by Diane Alexander

Assistant Features Editor

The Human-Robot Interaction Laboratory (HRI Lab) is in a far-flung corner of
Tufts: 200 Boston Avenue, a location populated primarily by researchers, engineering
students and, of course, robots.
One of the HRI Lab’s recent experiments, a study called “Sorry, I can’t
do that,” cowritten by Director of the
HRI Lab Matthias Scheutz and thenPh.D. student Gordon Briggs, has garnered a great deal of media attention. A
video from the HRI Lab’s YouTube channel shows that if a human researcher
tells a robot to walk forward, the robot
can refuse, “seeing” that if it obeys the
command it will fall off the edge of the
table. The human researcher then tells
the robot that he will catch it, and the
robot acquiesces and is caught.
This research received a significant
amount of press, with headlines like “Why
robots must learn to disobey their human
masters” in a Dec. 4, 2015 Tech Insider
article, “Saying no: teaching robots to
reject orders” in a Nov. 30, 2015 R&D
Magazine article and “Robots learn to disobey humans! Watch machine say ‘no’ to
voice commands” in a Nov. 26, 2015 The
Mirror article.
Many articles have focused on the “disobedience” aspect of the study, which
Scheutz says is misleading.
“I don’t like that term [‘disobedient’]—the newspapers came up with
‘disobedient robots’ because they like
it; it’s flashy,” Scheutz said. “The way I
would like to look at it is—and that’s the
intention of what we’re doing—is robots
being more aware of what actions result
in, what actions will cause. Specifically
in contexts where the actions could

cause harm or damage, the robot should
not blindly follow them.”
In fact, the robots are not learning to
“say no,” according to Scheutz. They are
simply obeying more complex commands.
“The robot has a rule; if I’m instructed
to do something, and in doing that I do
harm, I cannot do that—that’s a principle it has,” Scheutz said. “So it’s not
disobedient, it’s reasoning through the
obligations it has.”
According to Scheutz, the goal of this
would be to develop robots that understand not only the meaning but the intent
behind human words—and this means
not only coding formal language but
attempting to code the informal language
of intentions as well.
“My assumption is that we’re going
in the direction of a human-robot society,” Scheutz said. “We will have more
and more autonomous machines among
us … Our society is governed by social
and moral norms and by laws that are
derived from them. We want to make
sure that whatever machines we’ve built,
they not only operate in the confines
of the legal system, they also have to
respect normative expectations.”
A large component of this research
is getting robots to understand “indirect
speech acts,” or language which is not
meant to be taken literally. Tufts senior
Monika Dragulski has worked in the lab
since her sophomore year and helped
with this particular project.
“For example, when you go to a restaurant, and you say ‘could I get a glass of
water?’ you’re actually saying ‘I want a
glass of water’ … so we’re working to
train future robots to understand [that],”
Dragulski said.
According to Scheutz, language and
perception are major hurdles to overcome

in order for robots to become extremely
sophisticated machines, but the lab is
working on it.
“Perception is a really big issue,” he
said. “How do we know, based on what
we see and can process, that the situation is potentially dangerous or morally
charged? … It’s a very difficult vision
problem, and it’s vision plus inference
plus reasoning. We’re by far not anywhere
close [to solving it].”
As there are 16 researchers working in the lab, including 10 Ph.D. students, as well as seven undergraduates,
the projects they work on cover varying topics. According to Max Bennett,
another Tufts senior who is working in
the lab, they encompass not only indirect speech acts but also creating mental models and running studies that are
actually about how humans interact
directly with robots.
“The way people interact with the
robots informs what we should be trying to implement with the robots … It’s
a two way street: the cognitive models
we’ve made, we’re able to test in robot
settings and then the information we get
from those settings informs whatever
revisions have to be made to whatever
project it is,” Bennett said.
Dragulski and Bennett are both computer science and cognitive and brain
science double majors, which factors into
their work as well — the ones being tested for a reaction in most of their studies
are humans, not robots.
“I wouldn’t separate [psych study and
robot study] — I think all the robot studies
we do are psych studies,” Bennett said.
“They just sometimes involve a lot of computer science and robots.”
Dragulski also views the research as
focusing on human and robot interactions.

“Very basically, we’re looking at how
humans and robots interact and trying to
improve that interaction,” she said.
Programming robots to understand
more complex commands is only one
aspect of research in artificial intelligence
(AI). Bennett added that there are many
aspects yet to explore in the field.
“There’s so many open AI questions …
what does it mean to think? If you could
perfectly model how a brain works, how is
that network and activation and simulation not sufficient for being called a brain
in function?” Bennett said.
Scheutz, Dragulski and Bennett
all remain optimistic about the future of
robotics, and derided the “AI apocalypse”
tone that the press has taken toward some
of the lab’s experiments.
“[A ‘sentient’ AI is] far right now, but
once it’s close, it’s really close,” Bennett
said. “Once there is an agent that is able
to learn, it will be able to learn at an
exponential rate.”
In fact, there is already a group
dedicated to the rights of the kinds of
machines envisioned in science fiction:
PETRL, People for the Ethical Treatment
of Reinforcement Learners. Their stated
aim is “promoting moral consideration
for algorithms.” While they admit that
most machines do not currently have
“significant moral weight,” they also
assert that “this could very well change as
AI research develops.”
However, according to Scheutz, these
sentient robots of the future won’t be
built tomorrow, though they may be on
the horizon.
“It’s not sci-fi yet…but it’s definitely interesting to see how certain things
that would not have been thinkable 10 or
15 years ago are starting to take shape,”
Scheutz said.
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Comics

LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
Julie and Sarah: “I hate everyone.”

Comics

APPLYING TO LAW
SCHOOL NEXT YEAR?

CROSSWORD

Join us for an entire workshop dedicated solely to
that:

“NAVIGATING THE LAW SCHOOL
ADMISSIONS PROCESS”
with Wake Forest
Friday’s Solution

Wednesday, February 10th
Open Block
Dowling Hall, Milmore Room

SUDOKU

JUMBLE

Difficulty Level: The likelihood to snow today.

Friday’s Solution

NON SEQUITUR
BY WILEY MILLER
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Preparations for
the N.H. primary

EVAN SAYLES / THE TUFTS DAILY

Democratic presidential candidate and former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton hears the question of an audience
member at her New England College town hall event on Saturday, Feb. 6, three days before the N.H. primary.

Tufts students entered the fray in New Hampshire over
the weekend, as former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
(left) talked to college students at New England College.
Clinton has struggled to win over support from younger voters, many of whom support Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders
for the Democratic presidential nominee. Meanwhile, Tufts
for Bernie (below and bottom left) and Tufts for Hillary
(center right) sent groups of students to Manchester and
Merrimack, N.H., in addition to other battleground towns in
the southern-central part of the state.
Members of Tufts CIVIC attended rallies by Ohio Governor
John Kasich (center left) and New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie (bottom right). Both candidates are currently competing in aggregate polls for second place in the Republican
primary against the likes of Texas Senator Ted Cruz and
Florida Senator Marco Rubio. All still trail businessman and
demagogue Donald Trump, who remains in first place in the
most recent polls available at press time.
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Nate Krinsky (center) and Zach Bernstein
(right) get more Bernie literature from Nick
Nasser (left), another Tufts for Bernie member.

Nick Nasser (left) and
Deena
Alexander
(right) make sure a
Bernie
supporter
knows the proper
polling information
for his neighborhood.
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Republican presidential candidate and Ohio Governor John Kasich speaks to volunteers in Manchester, N.H.

Tufts for Hillary students Kate Morrow
(left), Kate Mieher (center) and Justin
Krakoff (right) consult a map of registered Democratic voters in Merrimack,
New Hampshire.
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Nate Krinsky (left) and Zach Bernstein (right) of Tufts for Bernie
wait for a Manchester resident to open their door.

Republican presidential candidate and N.J. Governor Chris Christie speaks at a rally in Bedford,
N.H. to encourage primary voters to vote for him on Tuesday. Behind him stands Mass. governor and fellow Republican Charlie Baker, Christie’s most recent major endorsement.
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Sia’s ‘This Is Acting’ deconstructs the art of
hitmaking to varying degrees of success
Arts Editor

By now, most people know 40-yearold Sia Furler as the crazy-haired
Australian pop star who refuses to show
her face on television by wearing ridiculously big, blonde wigs. What most
people do not know, however, is that

she has written songs for some of the
biggest pop stars of the modern era,
including—just to name a few—Adele,
Rihanna, Beyoncé, Britney Spears, Katy
Perry and Christina Aguilera.
Impossibly, Sia has managed to procure an entire album of rejects from
writing for these A-List artists, yet
these songs are not just bad demos or

B-sides; they’re bonafide hits. Instead
of letting them fade into obscurity, Sia
has managed to craft from them a largely cohesive record, which critiques the
complicated relationship between the
artistic and manufactured qualities of
pop music today.
see SIA, page 8

TOLBXELA VIA FLICKR

Sia performs in Berlin in 2008. Sia recently released her new album “This Is Acting.”

THEATER RETROSPECTIVE

‘Ubu Sings Ubu’ can’t get any weirder
by Josh Podolsky

JAKE VIA FLICKR

and “The Donkey
Show,”
both
of
which play relatively regularly. The
show begins even
before the audience
is fully aware of it,
as Pa Ubu, played by
Tony Torn, and Ma
Ubu, played by performance artist Julie
Atlas Muz, make a
circuit around the
audience. Pa Ubu
thanks
individual members of the
audience for letting him kill them
during the performance, while Ma
Ubu checks out the
jewelry in the crowd.
To be clear, no audience members are
harmed during the
performance— just
their sense of personal space. Pa Ubu
then kills time playing “Grand Theft
Auto” onstage while

David Thomas of the band Pere Ubu at a performance in
Manchester, UK on April. 18, 2013.

see UBU, page 8

Arts Editor

In some situations, it is best to have
no expectations. In others, the situation requires one to abandon any and
all expectations completely. Both of
these statements were true for the “Ubu
Sings Ubu” (2016) performance at Club
Oberon on Thursday night.
“Ubu Sings Ubu” is an adaptation
of Alfred Jarry’s 110-year-old French
play “Ubu Roi”. The show is punctuated with songs that have been translated into English with Google Translate,
performed by the punk band Pere
Ubu. “Ubu Sings Ubu” pushes a lot
of boundaries but none more than its
audience’s personal space. If scatological outbursts or receiving a red-painted buttock to the face does not sound
like your cup of theatrical tea, this
may not be the play for you. This
reviewer was content to watch from
the sidelines as performers accosted
other members of the audience while
they sipped their drinks from the bar
in the back of the theater.
Playing for just two nights at Club
Oberon, “Ubu Sings Ubu” is indicative
of the more experiential offerings at
this outpost of the American Repertory
Theater, such as “Acoustica Electronica”
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Isaac Brown
Pop Filter

ALBUM REVIEW

by Justin Krakoff
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Key Change

or a school with a thriving a cappella presence, home to some
of the most well-known collegiate groups in the nation, there
is surprisingly scant information to be
found at Tufts about what being in such
a group entails. We hear about upcoming
performances, albums, tours and community service collaborations, but that’s
just the tip of the a capella iceberg. There
is a lot more that goes into what you see
on stage or hear on iTunes, and considering the explosive growth of collegiate
a cappella around the country in the
past decade, it seems like a good time to
reveal some of the inner workings of a
cappella to the uninitiated.
A capella is no longer dominated by
the dorky New England elite; it’s a global
phenomenon. “Pitch Perfect” (2012) lampoons a cappella stereotypes and college tropes, telling the story of a stagnant a cappella group, the Barden Bellas,
that faces stiff competition from the quasi-Beelzebubs, the Treblemakers, and is
driven to abandon their outdated song
choices and stiff choreography in order
to keep up. Amidst the silly antics, the
film gets across one serious idea: that
the a cappella scene is going through an
unprecedented transformation.
In this new era, one of the most disheartening criticisms of an a cappella
group is being labeled “generic,” meaning energy-deficient performances, tired
arrangements or resorting to a cappella
clichés like using anything by Coldplay. In
an increasingly saturated market, groups
have to move past rehashing top 40 hits
and look for something new to bring to the
table, including sifting through new genres
or music from other cultures. Tufts’ diversity of groups is no longer a rarity, as the college a capella scene becomes increasingly
multicultural, creating an environment for
groups such as University of Pennsylvania’s
PennYo (Chinese pop) and University
of Southern California’s Asli Baat (South
Asian/Western fusion) to thrive.
Now more than ever, the responsibility of carrying a song rests upon a strong
soloist. Audiences want to focus on one
voice at a time and take in its distinct
tone quality, along with a little extra flair
that shows the soloist making that solo
line their own. The soloist must execute
their performance with high energy and
personality without making noticeable
errors or losing focus; that’s no small task.
The rest of the group has the job of setting everything up to bring out the best
in that chosen individual’s voice, so the
group’s focus is primarily on maintaining
balance. A strong soloist on top of simple
block chord backing vocals alone can
take a group far.
With so many developments in recent
years, the path of a fledgling a cappella
group to recognition and acclaim seems
ever more winding. At the same time,
there has never been a better time to be
a new a cappella group. A capella is cool,
fast-moving and it has a vast audience;
people love seeing other people having
fun singing their hearts out. That’s one
thing that will never change.
Isaac Brown is a junior, an English major
and a contributing writer at the Tufts
Daily. He an be reached at isaac.brown@
tufts.edu.
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RESTAURANT REVIEW

Harvard sees standard Mexican fare at El Jefe’s Taqueria
by Cassidy Olsen

Assistant Arts Editor

Studded with specialty eateries, highend lounges and quick service joints
to accommodate even the most frugal
of passing students, Harvard Square is
a diverse but likely difficult market to
break into for restaurant owners. That
fact hasn’t stopped Fire + Ice Founder
John Schall from introducing his latest
venture, El Jefe’s Taqueria, to Mt. Auburn
Street in Cambridge.
El Jefe’s, which opened its doors
last October, replacing The Taco Truck,
offers up standard, semi-authentic
Mexican fare with the promise of fixed
pricing ($7 burritos across the board)
and late-night hours to satisfy all cravings and schedules. The taqueria’s noble
commitment to “freeing the guac” and
providing a menu that ranges from
breakfast to dessert will surely attract
a following of customers tired of paying
extra for toppings and sometimes con-

tracting diseases from the same old fare
at chains like Chipotle.
Boston has never been known for its
Mexican food, and El Jefe’s isn’t going
to be the restaurant to change that any
time soon. However, its variety and
high-quality ingredients allow it to compete with established taqueria rivals
like Felipe’s Taqueria in Cambridge and
Anna’s Taqueria in Somerville.
The standard burrito, taco and bowl
menu at El Jefe’s includes additions like
fresh pico de gallo and lightly fried plantains. Generous bags of corn chips can be
purchased with sides of salsa, guacamole or queso in addition to small quesadillas and chimichangas. A few Mexican
soups, salads and breakfast items fill the
rest of the menu, and specialty beverages and desserts such as flan and chocolate mousse are available in glass coolers
by the counter. The space is brightly lit
and clean, although seating is somewhat
limited for the restaurant’s size, and
the old pop music playing inside does

not provide the best ambiance. Orders
are taken assembly-line style, and an
exceedingly friendly staff makes placing
them an easy-going experience.
For an early dinner on a slow Thursday
evening, the roasted vegetable burrito,
loaded with Mexican rice, pinto beans,
lettuce, sour cream and plantains, provided a decent meal. The plantains were
unfortunately dry and were neither
warm nor particularly sweet, turning
the ingredient this reviewer was most
excited about into the meal’s low point.
However, the generous helpings of addons and a deliciously soft corn tortilla
saved the burrito from falling into unsatisfactory territory.
Queso loaded with jalapeños was a
nice, diet-destroying side, served with
tasty corn chips in a greasy paper bag.
Most items at El Jefe’s are served on varieties of paper products, which detract
from the restaurant’s overall aesthetic
but probably keep the costs down and
allow for all that free guac.

The quality of the meat available
at restaurants is often make-or-break
for Mexican food fans. Although this
reviewer is a vegetarian, a member
of her party assured her that the beef
tacos at El Jefe’s were flavorful and satisfying. And cooked-in spiciness is of
no consequence; an entire wall of hot
sauces, the “picante station,” provide
all the heat and flavor of your wildest
taco dreams.
El Jefe’s may not be the next big thing
in Cambridge, but it provides an affordable, tasty option for Harvard kids having late nights, Brattle Theatre-goers
looking for a quick meal and Bostonians
who are sick and tired of the Chipotleindustrial complex.
El Jefe’s Taqueria is located at 83 Mt.
Auburn St., Cambridge, MA near the
Harvard Square T-stop. It can be reached
by telephone at 617-945-1986, and
the full menu is available on its website.
The restaurant is open 11 a.m. to 4 a.m.
seven days a week.

does little to distinguish itself from Sia’s
other excellent dance anthems such as
“Titanium” (2011). “Unstoppable” bares
resemblance to a generic Miley Cyrus
or Katy Perry anthem, but the chorus
packs such as wallop that it’s hard not
to believe Sia when she belts, “I’m so
confident, yeah, I’m unstoppable today.”
The real stars of “This Is Acting” come
in the form of Rihanna rejects “Cheap
Thrills” and “Reaper,” which are high
octane pop at its finest. At another point
in Rihanna’s career, “Cheap Thrills” would
have easily been another number one single as the carefree, tropical banger refuses
to let its listeners come down from its sugary high. In other hands, the Kanye Westproduced “Reaper” would have sounded
much less convincing given Sia’s cheery
delivery when she sings something as serious as “You came to take me away / So
close I was to heaven’s gates.”
After a largely successful run, the
record loses its footing here with songs

such as “Footprints” and “Broken Glass”
demonstrating that not all trash can be
turned into treasure. Both songs are
plagued by clichéd lyrics and unoriginal song structures, with the latter even
containing the line, “But our love’s not
worth playing chicken with.” In short,
this is quite the step down for the
woman who once turned a deadly tale
about alcoholism into a soaring anthem
for mass consumption.
“This Is Acting” provides interesting
insights into how the pop music industry currently operates, and, if nothing
else, the album serves as a fun game for
listeners to guess which artist a song
was originally meant for. While nothing
on the record comes close to matching the emotional high points of her
last studio album “1000 Forms of Fear”
(2014), Sia has once more proven her
acumen at both songwriting and being
a pop star when some artists cannot
even properly succeed at either.

‘This is Acting’ is a mixed bag
SIA

continued from page 7
In a rather revealing interview with
Rolling Stone magazine, Sia commented
on this paradigm as she described her
work in the industry: “But I still believe
I’m straddling the line between art and
commerce, but I think that my visual
work is art and my music is definitely
commercial. I think I managed to trick
people a little bit into thinking I’m more
arty by making creative, artistic, visual work and applying it to commercial
music. Maybe. I don’t know.”
The resulting “This Is Acting,” released
on Jan. 29, challenges the listener in
the most peculiar of ways by asking the
listener to take its 12 tracks completely
seriously, despite the fact the album itself
refuses to do the same at certain points.
Sia’s seventh studio album opens dramatically with two rejects from British
songstress supreme Adele. The uplifting
“Bird Set Free” sees Sia resolving to sol-

dier on despite the challenges she faces
amidst a rather pleasant melody built
around piano. “Alive,” the lead single for
the album, echoes many sentiments of
the previous track but features explosive
drums and a more unhinged vocal from
Sia a la 2014’s megahit “Chandelier.”
Of all the songs on the LP, “One
Million Bullets” is the only song Sia kept
for herself, even referring to the track
as “[her] baby” in the aforementioned
Rolling Stone interview. The track mines
much of the same territory as previous
Sia singles with lyrics that reflect her
inherent oddities: “If you were a poet,
and I was a faultless muse / If you were
the hero, yeah, I’d take a bullet for you”
and morbid tendencies, “I’d give my life
for one of your belly laughs”.
From here, “This Is Acting” takes a
more lighthearted turn with a series
of roaring uptempo numbers. “Move
Your Body” is an uncanny impression
of a Shakira tune, though it ultimately

‘Ubu Sings Ubu’ is totally unconventional
theater
UBU

continued from page 7
three devilishly garbed dancers, who
have been onstage this whole time, continue swaying to the atmospheric, bassheavy music in the background. The
show will never again appear as normal
as it does at this point.
Some of the hallmarks of this scatological, hypersexualized farce, such
as Pa Ubu’s tagline “By my green candle” and exclamations of “shit” all over
the place, survived Google’s translation.
However, the hilarious incongruities of
the software’s translation should have
veterans as confused as first-timers at
moments—which happen very often.
There are clear parallels between
Jarry’s work and Shakespeare’s
“Macbeth” and “Hamlet,” from both
of which the former playwright wrings
all semblance of decorum. Ma Ubu is
Lady Macbeth with even less shame
and more backhanded self interest.
Her relationship with her husband is
manipulative, sweet and grotesque
almost simultaneously. Pa Ubu is a
harder nut to crack, in some ways.

He is utterly afraid of his own death,
yet he freely brings death down upon
everyone around him, whether or not
it is in his interest to do so. His designs
are not entirely his own—he is not an
ambitious man and he gives in to the
will of others without effort. In other
words, everything must be illuminated
for him; the grass is greener on the
other side only when someone tells
him it is.
When it comes to this rendition of
the Ubu story, audiences should be
ready to see a lot of derriere on stage
and a lot of surprises. At one point, a
sausage serves as a stand-in for a dildo;
at another, one of the dancers strips
down to just a jockstrap (and gallivants
through the audience); at yet another,
when it seems like the spectacle could
not get more outlandish, Ma Ubu takes
out a strap on. Based on the muttered
responses and muted giggles in the
audience, it seems like nobody had
expected the show to go in any one of
these directions—how could they? In
any case, “Ubu Sings Ubu” makes for
quite an experience.

ALFRED JARRY VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS / PD-1996

The screenply of the original 110-year-old French play Ubu Roi of which Ubu
sings Ubu is based on.
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The pressure to rush
As the Greek system becomes more
prevalent at Tufts, fraternities and
sororities are becoming a powerful
social force on campus. While these
organizations can impact campus positively with their resources and energy,
they also tend to propagate an exclusionary culture while simultaneously pressuring people to join. Twenty
four percent of the undergraduate
population was affiliated with a fraternity or sorority as of 2014.  This number continues to grow each year. Next
year, Tufts will welcome an additional
sorority to campus in order to accommodate the growing desire of students
to participate in Greek life. The influx
of affiliated students only increases the
Greek life pressure, as many students
start to see it as one of the main social
outlets available on campus.
This mindset is dangerous, however,
considering the socially and financially
exclusive nature of the system. While
sororities guarantee a bid to at least
one of the four sororities for every girl
who completes the rush process, many
girls still feel excluded because they are

not guaranteed an invite back to their
top choices. Fraternities do not guarantee bids at all. The first day of sorority rush is structured such that girls
have four 45-minute periods to meet
the members of each sorority, and by
the end of the night, the sororities
decide whether or not to invite these
girls back to their next rush event. The
short period of time set aside to meet
people coupled with the unprecedented number of girls seeking bids leads
to a hypercompetitive, high-pressure
environment that is oftentimes predicated upon snap judgments. Extending
the rush process or restructuring it in
order to guarantee each participant
more time with the current members
could easily mitigate this issue and
reduce the pressure to look and act a
certain way.
The pressure of joining Greek life is
not purely social; it is a financial problem as well. Fraternities and sororities
demand recurring, substantial payments from their members in order
to participate. While these costs are
not unjustified and are used for legit-

imate causes such as upkeep of the
houses, they still present a significant
barrier to many students who want
to join. The scholarships offered are
often grossly inadequate for students
whose families are genuinely unable or
unwilling to pay for their participation
in Greek life.
Because of the exclusive nature
of the rush process, the rift between
Greek and non-Greek students can easily be deepened. For those unaffiliated,
participating in social or philanthropic
events with the Greek community can
often be an awkward exercise. And
those who are participants in Greek
life are not necessarily motivated to
reach outside of their system to make
connections.
While Greek life is not inherently
a bad thing, its rise in prevalence
should be regulated more effectively in order to prevent the formation
of division between students within
and outside of the system. In its current state, it perpetuates isolationism,
which is not in the best interest of a
diverse and united Tufts campus.

EDITORIAL CARTOON
by Abigail Feldman
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Jake Lawicki
Jumbo Steps

Wearing my heart
on my sleeve (and
my backpack)

M

y backpack’s got two pins affixed
to its straps, each displaying
whom I care about most. Its left
side sports one saying “World’s
Greatest Dad;” its right, “1 in 4.”
Let me clarify; I’m not actually a father, but
a surrogate of sorts. My floormates conferred
me the title of “Floor Dad” last semester (for
my birthday, they gave me that pin alongside
some delectable dorm-baked cupcakes).
They call me Dad because I worry. When
I see them dressed in nothing that’d keep
them warm, I worry they’ll freeze outside.
When I observe a usually spunky friend sulking in our common room, I worry they don’t
have a listening ear or crying shoulder. Or,
when I think someone’s citric acid cycle is in
overdrive, if you catch my drift, I hope they
sleep on their side and drink extra water.
Indeed, this worry is characteristically
paternal. My other pin, however, reminds me
of an important point. The concern that arises from my worrying can be simply chalked
up to friendly concern. But, for someone else,
it may be a mark of mental distress.
I got my second pin at Tufts’ Active Minds
GIM. The “1 in 4” refers to the 25 percent of
Americans suffering from mental illness. I want
to dissect what this actually means.
One of my close high school friends suffers
from an anxiety-related disorder. After listening to her, I’ve become rather intrigued with
psychological pathology. As a result, I decided to take Professor Mascher’s “Abnormal
Psychology” course.
But class only gets you so far, so I
turned to Active Minds to learn more
about mental health stigma. I’ve only
been to one meeting, but it was enough
to recall the one I’d heard repeatedly from
my high school friend: “stigma.”
To be frank, people crave to hear themselves talk, fluff up rhetoric and cushion critiques. But mental health is different; it’s
taboo talk altogether. I guess we assume it’d
be awkward to discuss, since acknowledging
“suffering” implies abnormality, and being
“ill” in the head confers sickness.
I don’t deny this; I’ve witnessed that “suffering” is painful for my friend, and “illness” does
physically make her sick. But these words
dump their owners into an ugly, “other” category, defined by ignorance to mental fragility.
If I so ardently embrace this position, why
then do I feel awkward asking my roommate
to leave the room when my high school friend
calls me, bawling? Why am I self-conscious that
someone’ll think I’m mentally ill, just because
my backpack’s pin relates to the topic?
The answer’s simple; I’m part wof the problem. And I hate to say it, hon, but you probably
are too. So what now? The solution rests exactly where the problem originates: our speech.
We need to do more than just wear our hearts
on our sleeves, or perhaps, our backpacks.
What about beginning some f*cking dialogue? Or truthfully answering, “how are
you?”. Or not trivializing “depressed,” “anorexic,” “obsessive” and the like as colloquialisms?
Why hide mental illness? There are 1,360 firstyears here alone. Start talking about the elephant in the room. The 340 elephants, rather.

Jake Lawicki is a first year who has noy
yet declared a major. He may be reached
at Jake.Lawicki@tufts.edu
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Applications for president now open: zero years political experience
required
Any job, even at the entry level, seems
to now require five years minimum of
experience. And yet, in the race to fill
America’s highest office, voters shun
experienced politicians now more than
ever. The term “career politician” carries the connotation of a power-hungry,
wealthy individual who treats politics
like a business and cozies up to big corporations. Particularly in the Republican
Party, from the start of the race, voters
were looking for a candidate completely
separated from politics.
At the start of the race for the presidency, spectators of the chaos that
was the Republican debates noted the
rise of popularity of candidates like
Donald Trump, Ben Carso, and after
the first debate, Carly Fiorina. Carly
Fiorina is a former CEO of a Fortune
20 company, Ben Carson is a neurosurgeon and Donald Trump is…Donald
Trump. Donald Trump is a baffling

candidate for a multitude of reasons.
Most people (prior to his campaign)
knew him only from his television show
“Celebrity Apprentice,” where he was
infamous for firing people. He has a
multitude of buildings scattered across
America with his name emblazoned
across them, most notably in Chicago
where he and Mayor Rahm Emanuel
had a brief spat when Emanuel spoke
out against the “TRUMP” sign on the
Trump Tower. Donald Trump is not filtered, and he is not considerate of others’ opinions. Most bafflingly, Donald
Trump’s popularity has been constant
throughout his entire campaign while
both Ben Carson’s and Carly Fiorina’s
popularity have drastically fallen.
When Donald Trump announced his
candidacy, many refused to believe
that he was serious. The Huffington
Post even chose to cover his candidacy in its entertainment section. As it

dawned on people that Donald Trump
was here to stay, it became clear how
much republican voters yearned for
an outsider—even when their choice
candidate was sometimes hard to distinguish from a “racist sandwich” in a
game played by the Daily Show called
“Who said it? Donald Trump or Racist
Sandwich?”. It seems bizarre, even
political affiliations aside, to consider
Donald Trump as a candidate simply
because he stands against so much
that people dislike from a political candidate; as a businessman, after tanking
a good deal of his companies, he still
managed to collect enormous sums
of money from them through bailouts
and third and fourth mortgages.
Perhaps Republican voters are more
concerned about Donald Trump actually representing them than they are
supporters of his ideas. Despite consistently high ratings in Iowa, Trump

came in second to Ted Cruz and barely
finished ahead of Marco Rubio. In New
Hampshire, Donald Trump is holding
a strong lead but Marco Rubio’s support is surging. Taking a look back at
the Iowa Caucuses, it is plausible that
despite Donald Trump’s high polling
numbers, the actual voter turnout in
his favor may be much lower. If Trump
continues to fall in the primaries and
Cruz maintains his lead, it is plausible
that history will repeat itself. Especially
considering Rubio’s increased support
as of late, he has a strong chance of
finishing second in the primaries (and
Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush, Bob
Dole, John McCain and Mitt Romney
all won the presidential nomination
after finishing second in the primaries).
Perhaps Republicans don’t actually
need such an outsider candidate—the
Republican voter revolution may not be
coming after all.
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Denver Broncos upset favored Carolina Panthers 24-10 to
win Super Bowl 50
In a surprising finish, the Denver Broncos defense held what had been a seemingly unstoppable Carolina Panthers offense to just 10
points en route to winning Super Bowl 50 in Santa Clara, CA last night by a score of 24-10. Veteran Denver quarterback Peyton Manning—the
oldest quarterback to ever to start a Super Bowl at 39-years-old—won his second Super Bowl in what will almost certainly be his final season
in the NFL, his second Super Bowl win in his career and his first with the Broncos.
The Denver defense stifled Carolina quarterback Cam Newton, sacking the league MVP seven times, forcing him to fumble twice and
intercepting him once. Broncos linebacker Von Miller won the Super Bowl MVP award after leading his team’s defensive stand, stripping the
ball from Newton twice, with both fumbles leading to the Broncos’ only touchdowns. The Broncos held the No. 1 overall Panthers offense,
which had averaged 31.3 points per game during the regular season and 40 per game in the postseason, to a season-low 10 points while
handing them just their second loss all season.
-MACLYN SENEAR

Jumbos set to host NESCAC tournament for third year in a row
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

continued from page back
From the outset of Saturday’s game, it was
clear that Tufts and Amherst would be battling
down to the final seconds. Amherst started
hot with a 6-0 lead over the game’s first four
minutes, but Tufts quickly closed the gap. No
team would lead by more than eight points
throughout the game.
Baskets from sophomore Melissa Baptista,
junior Michela North, Roberson and senior
Michelle Wu pushed the game to a 10-10
tie with around two minutes to play in the
quarter. Junior Katy Hicks converted a layup
to give Tufts its first lead of the game. By the
end of the first period, Amherst, led by layups
from sophomore Hannah Hackley and junior
Jaimie Renner, had regained a 14-12 lead.
Among the keys to the Jumbos’ victory
was their relentless hustle and attention on
defense. Tufts forced multiple turnovers during
Amherst possessions, pressuring Amherst
into shot clock violations and bad passes.
The Jumbos were also quick to make shifts
and adjust to ball screens on defense, staying
active and preventing easy buckets.
Under the basket, the two teams were
about even with a slight 38-37 advantage
to the Jumbos. On offense, however, Tufts
pulled down 12 rebounds for second-chance
opportunities compared to just five offensive
rebounds for Amherst. The extra effort, especially off of missed free throws later in the
game, made the difference for Tufts.
“We always talk about how important
the little details are,” Wu said. “Getting
after 50-50 balls and always boxing out
and rotating on defense. I think, with such
a close game, all of the little things are so
important. We had a few huge offensive
rebounds off of free throw attempts that
really helped us with extra possessions,
and we [caused] a few shot clock viola-

tions that were huge with the momentum
of the game.”
In the second quarter, Tufts took off on a 9-1
run capped by a 3-pointer from senior Maura
Folliard. Sisters Meredith and Ali Doswell of
Amherst, both juniors, hit a pair of free throws
and a layup, respectively, to tie the game at 21.
But Roberson hit a clutch jumper with just a
few seconds left on the clock before halftime
to give the Jumbos the lead at intermission.
Another advantage that contributed to
Tufts’ win was the team’s ability to compete
all the way down the bench. Nine players took
the court over the course of the game for Tufts,
and substitutes such as Wu, Folliard, Hicks
and senior Nicole Brooks gave the starters
time to rest or collect themselves in the midst
of foul trouble, while still pushing Amherst on
both ends of the court.
“Coach always talks about how important every single person on the team is, one
through 14, and I think at any time anyone
on the team can step up and make a huge difference in the game,” Wu said. “Amherst only
played around six or seven people, and I think
that for 40 minutes of the game it’s really tiring
for six people to play for the whole game, so it
really helps us from that standpoint.”
In the second half, Amherst pulled ahead
36-28 after a 9-0 run, but four foul shots from
Baptista and one from North pulled Tufts within four points going into the fourth quarter. In
the final period, Tufts and Amherst continued to trade baskets until the Jumbos pulled
ahead and held on for the win. Ali Doswell
knocked down a jumper, but a 3-pointer from
Wu pushed the Jumbos back within three
points. Then after a pair of free throws from
Hackley, North scored four straight points to
inch within one point.
With just over two minutes to play, Tufts
extended its tight lead to three after a clutch
offensive rebound and put-back layup from

junior Josie Lee. Both teams lost starters to
the bench due to foul trouble, and Amherst
battled back with free throws from Renner
to pull within one. After North and Hackley
traded shots, the Purple and White picked up
a defensive rebound and with three seconds
to go, the team had one last shot to regain the
lead. While the home team got an open look
from the corner, senior Cheyenne Pritchard’s
missed shot gave the Jumbos the win.
North finished with game-highs of 16
points and 13 rebounds, and Baptista had 12
points and seven boards. Roberson scored
eight and Wu scored seven to round out the
top performers for Tufts. On the other side
of the ball, Amherst was led by Hackley’s 15
points and five rebounds, while Meredith
Doswell put up 12 points and 11 rebounds.
On Friday night, Tufts outlasted Trinity and
ran away with the game after a tight first
half. The Bantams, led by junior Mackenzie
Griffin, trailed just 25-22 after the first 20 minutes of play. In the third quarter, however, the
Jumbos shot over 50 percent from the floor
and opened up a 21-point lead. Baptista and
classmate Lauren Dillon each scored seven
points in the quarter.
Tufts forced Trinity to commit 21 turnovers en route to the win, and Wu scored
a career-high 12 points. Baptista added 12
points and five steals while North had 10
points and nine boards.
The Jumbos look to go perfect in
NESCAC regular season play for the third
year in a row when they take on Williams
College at home on Friday. Regardless of the
outcome, they will be hosting the NESCAC
championship which starts Saturday, Feb.
20. The home court advantage in the playoffs, a goal Tufts set out to achieve at the
beginning of the season, should play a big
role in the Jumbos’ run to win a third consecutive NESCAC title.

Bhalla, Nichols and O'Connor lead Jumbos with top 10
finishes nationally
MEN'S TRACK

continued from page back
junior Luke O’Connor’s win in the
3,000-meter event.
While Bhalla’s best-in-the-nation 800
stole the show, Nichols and O’Connor
also placed in the top 10 in the nation,
which furthers the argument that Tufts
is one of the top teams in country
this year. Nichols victory in the 5,000meter earned him third overall in the
nation while O’Connor’s win landed
him the seventh spot nationally.
“The mid-distance and distance
runners did very well today,” HooverHankerson said. “So overall, a pretty
good day.”
The Jumbos turned in an extensive
list of top-five finishes at the Cupid
Challenge.
Hoover-Hankerson also spoke highly of junior Blake Coolidge, who finished second in the 60-meter dash
preliminaries. Coolidge unfortunately

strained his quadricep towards the end
of the 60-meter finals and finished the
race in seventh.
“I felt like Blake was having a
really good meet before he strained
his quad,” Hoover-Hankerson said.
“He set a personal record again, for
the second consecutive week in the
60-meter, and he was winning the
60-meter final until he pulled up with
about 10 meters to go. He’s been performing very well.”
Hoover-Hankerson himself finished
third in the 60-meter dash with time of
7.29 seconds.
Meanwhile, the Jumbo firstyears have continued to contribute
significant points and garner praise.
First-year Josh Etkind broke a six-year
school record in the 60-meter hurdles
on Saturday, placing fourth with a time
of 8.49. Etkind has already become one
of the team’s top performers this season in just under a month.

First-year Tom Doyle also came in
fourth in his 600-meter race in 1:24.39,
while fellow classmate Hiroto Watanabe
placed fifth in the 1000-meter with a
time of 2:31.84. Hoover-Hankerson said
that as a senior, he is very satisfied with
the team’s first-year class.
“They’re really strong across the
board,” he said. “They came in ready
to work, they’ve been very disciplined
and it shows in the results. There have
been some injuries throughout the
team and that includes some of the
freshmen, but I think they’ve handled
it really well.”
Part of the team will race in the
David Hemery Valentine Invitational
at Boston University on Friday and
Saturday, and the rest will take part
in the MIT Invitational on Saturday.
While Tufts will be on the road this
weekend, coach Joel Williams and his
team seek to continue their streak of
early-season success.
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Yuan Jun Chee
On the Spot

Why everyone
secretly wants
Leicester to win

A

t this stage I probably have to eat
humble pie.
Because all our predictions
about Claudio Ranieri and
Leicester City when the season first started
in August should, quite rightly, be thrown
out of the window.
What a turnaround it has been. About
one year ago, Leicester sat at the bottom
of the Premier League table on 17 points.
That was one point better off than current bottom team Aston Villa. Everyone
wrote them off. Relegated for sure, they
said. We couldn’t have been further from
the truth. That bubble would burst soon,
we all thought. Yet two-thirds of the way
into the season, they’re still sitting pretty at
the top. At this stage, we really do have to
ask, “Can they do it?”
Admit it, there’s a part in every soccer fan
that wants Leicester City to win the title. Not
(just) because it means our rival teams will
fail too but because they encompass everything that sports should represent.
In a time where clubs charge £77 for tickets and clubs throw cash at any problem, it
is well-worth noting that Leicester City’s
starting line-up against Manchester City at
the weekend cost £23m to put together. To
put that into perspective, that’s less than
what City spent on Yaya Toure, David Silva,
Eliaquim Mangala or Nicolas Otamendi
alone. That’s also less than half of what
City spent on Kevin de Bruyne or Raheem
Sterling. In fact, City’s starting line-up was
10 times more expensive than Leicester’s.
With TV money going up, clubs forget that
this should still be a game about the fans.
Leicester embodies the true value of
sports —hard work and a certain quiet
ruggedness to the way they play. They’re
difficult to break down, and they counter-attack at lightning speed. Jamie Vardy’s
own story from rags to riches, breaking
the Premier League record for scoring in
11 consecutive games was a result of sheer
determination and desire. The experience
of Robert Huth and Wes Morgan provides
solid cover in front of a very reliable Kasper
Schmeichel. The silky movement and
direct approach of Riyad Mahrez, coupled
with his ability to pick out passes, allow
Leicester to move the ball up the field in
a shorter amount of time. The persistence
of Vardy and Shinji Okazaki up front, chasing down every loose ball, not only allow
Leicester to play 4-4-2 with more firepower
up front but also aid their defensive side
of the game. Their workhorse-like attitude
while hassling defenders unsettles any
opposing team.
In midfield, they have one of the most
persistent and consistent performers in
N’Golo Kante, who might turn out to be
the signing of the season. He has some
of the highest numbers in tackles and
interceptions this season, which have
allowed Leicester to recover the ball and
push forward quickly from the back.
Teamwork, hard work and an underdog
beating all odds to claim the title in an
age where money and dirty politics have
dominated the sport? As big names and
clubs struggle to make an impact, it is the
lesser-known team with the lesser-known
players that has gelled together to punch
way above its weight. That’s a romantic
fairytale that anyone can get behind.

Yuan Jun Chee is a first-year majoring in History. He can be reached yuan.chee@tufts.edu.
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Tufts clinches NESCAC regular season title with win
over undefeated Amherst
by Alex Schroeder
Sports Editor

The Amherst women’s basketball team had
won 121 consecutive games at home when
they went into last Saturday’s game against
the visiting Tufts team. The Purple and White,
ranked No. 2 in the country and undefeated
thus far on the season, had not lost at home
since 2009. With eight more wins in a row,
Amherst would have passed the University of
Kentucky men’s program for the longest home
winning streak across all divisions and leagues
of NCAA basketball. The No. 8 Tufts Jumbos,
however, looking for their third consecutive
NESCAC championship, had other plans.
In a thriller that came to down to the
very last buzzer of regulation, Tufts edged
out Amherst 52-51 at LeFrak Gymnasium
to remain undefeated in NESCAC play and
clinch home court advantage throughout the
NESCAC tournament.
“Going into the game, Amherst has the
120-home-game winning streak so obviously
that was in our minds,” senior tri-captain
Emma Roberson said. “But what coach really
emphasized was that we were playing for
home court advantage to kind of fuel the fire
going into the game.”
The victory against Amherst, undoubtedly Tufts’ biggest of the season so far, came
one night after Tufts traveled to Hartford,
CT and bested NESCAC basement dweller
Trinity College by a score of 61-38. The
Jumbos are currently 20-2 overall and 9-0 in
conference play.
EVAN SAYLES / THE TUFTS DAILY ARCHIVE

see WOMEN'S BASKETBALL, page 11

Tufts tri-captain and guard Emma Roberson, LA ‘16, looks for a teammate to pass to on Tuesday, Jan. 26.

MEN'S TRACK

Jumbos continue dominance at home with strong
individual performances at Cupid Challenge
by Bradley Schussel
Staff Writer

Many athletes will tell you that there
is nothing like the advantage of competing at home, and the men’s track
and field team certainly agrees after
the first three home meets they’ve
had so far this season. After roaring
out to a dominant start in the first
two weeks of the season with firstplace finishes at the Tufts Invitational
on Jan. 16 and the Tufts Stampede on
Jan. 30, the Jumbos continued their
successful start at home on Saturday.
The team hosted the Tufts Cupid
Challenge in the Gantcher Center,
and while there was no team scoring
for the meet, the Jumbos produced
a slew of dominant personal performances that were all too familiar on
their home track.
Headlining those performances was
senior Veer Bhalla, whose 1:52.32 time in
the 800-meter race was the best Div. III time
in the nation so far this season. According
to Bhalla, competing and having success at
home is particularly sweet for the Jumbos.
“We do really well at home because
we’re all very comfortable with the

atmosphere, and
we all know where
our teammates
are going to be
competing so it’s
easier to go and
cheer them on,”
Bhalla said.
This
was
another impressive meet for
Bhalla, who has
already
turned
in a number of
first-place finishes for the Jumbos
so far this season. Bhalla was
most proud of his
performance in
this meet though,
as he rises to the Tufts Men’s Track and Field compete at Tufts Stampede on Jan. 30.
top of the nation
in the 800.
knew how fast I needed to run and I
“I was very happy with that result,” knew that I was well under the best
Bhalla said. “My goal was to have the time when I finished the race.”
fastest time in the country after the
Bhalla’s performance was exceprace, just given where I’ve been this tionally stellar, but he was not alone
season. I actually spend a lot of time in what was a successful day for
looking at the national rankings, so I Tufts. According to senior sprint-

ALEX KNAPP / THE TUFTS DAILY ARCHIVE

er and long-jumper Bryson HooverHankerson, a host of Jumbos gave
promising performances on Saturday,
including junior Tim Nichols’ victory in the 5,000-meter in 14:34.05 and
see MEN'S TRACK, page 11

