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Peelable Paint wins business contest New society to honor
active citizenship
by

Toka Beech

Daily Editorial Board

A design for paint that can
peel from surfaces took top
honors yesterday in one of
two competitions run by the
Entrepreneurial Leadership
program, and the three Tufts
students who designed the
product won a $50,000 grant
from the School of Engineering’s
Gordon Institute.
The award came as part
of the fifth annual Classic
Business Plan Competition,
held at the Gordon Institute.
A group that wants to create business workshops for
Uganda youth won an equivalent grant in the other contest,
the Social Entrepreneurship
Competition.
The competitions, sponsored by a number of firms,
were open to students from
across the university, as well
as those outside Tufts, provided their teams had at least
one Tufts student on them.
The two winning groups each
received grants, legal services,
storage space and capital network mentoring.
The paint design group beat
out four other finalists who
presented their business plans
yesterday to a panel of judges.
In the other contest, four finalists vied for the top prize.
Michael
Mintz,
Kunal
Gupta, and Matthew Hnatio,
three students at the Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy,
presented their plans for
Peelable Paint.
Peelable Paint — and its
companion product, Peelable

by

Leslie Ogden

Daily Editorial Board

A new honor society called
Honos Civicus will spotlight
graduating seniors who have
accomplishments in both the
academic and active citizenship
arenas. The Tisch College of
Citizenship and Public Service
is finishing up gathering applications for the society, which
aims to create a bridge between
student experiences in the classroom and various communities. The program’s Latin name
means “civic honors.”
“[The society’s] intention is to
honor graduating seniors who
have accomplished a lot in the
world of civic engagement and

by

James Choca/Tufts Daily

Primer — both “look and act
like regular paint except that
they can be peeled off of a
wall by hand in one giant
sheet,” according to competition literature.
In the Social Entrepreneurship Competition, a team
of students from several universities, including Tufts graduate biomedical engineering
student Jeremy Fryer-Biggs,

‘Wicked’ good
discussion

Laura Hill/Tufts Daily

Gregory Maguire (LA ‘90), the author whose novel inspired the
musical “Wicked,” spoke yesterday evening in Sophia Gordon Hall
as part of the panel “Opting In: Balancing Career and Family,”
sponsored by the Women’s Center, the Women’s Studies program
and the Office of Development. Maguire was joined by Professor
of Education Kathleen Weiler; Amy West, the administrator of the
art and art history department; law student Anne Stevenson (LA
’07); and Michelle Botus (LA ‘07), a state social worker. Assistant
Professor of Anthropology Sarah Pinto moderated the discussion.

won with their plan to teach
young Ugandans business.
Through their group, The
Strivers Foundation, they plan
to develop business workshops for students in Uganda
who have completed their
high school education but
who do not have the opportunity to attend college.
see GORDON, page 2

see SOCIETY, page 2

Leadership studies program
will receive $250,000 grant
Dave Stern

Daily Editorial Board

Junior Greg Hering, center, at yesterday’s Gordon Institute competitions.

have matched that activism or
that civic engagement with their
academic work,” Tisch College
Program Coordinator Rachel
Szyman said.
Applications are due tomorrow at noon and can be found
on the Tisch College’s Web site.
Students who are inducted into the society will profit
from networking opportunities
through the Tisch College. They
will also receive a pin, a certificate and an invitation to a special banquet in April.
“Benefits of the program are
that students will have a way of
connecting on a different level
to the Tisch network,” Szyman

The leadership studies program in June will receive a
$250,000 grant to bolster the
program’s minor, which was
established along with the
program last semester.
The Arthur Vining Davis
Foundations (AVDF), which
typically support schools and
educational programming on
public television, announced
in February that they would
award Tufts the grant; it is the
fourth grant they have given

the university.
According to Professor of
Economics George Norman,
the director of the leadership
studies program, the grant
will prove integral in expanding the minor program.
“The grant will be very helpful in doing things we otherwise could not have done,” he
said. “Part of the money will
be used to commission additional courses to the minor.
The other thing is staff support. As the program grows,
see LEADERSHIP, page 2

Chris Matthews to speak next month
by

Rob Silverblatt

Daily Editorial Board

Chris Matthews, host of
MSNBC’s “Hardball,” will
headline this year’s Edward R.
Murrow Forum on Issues in
Journalism, which will grapple
with the implications of the
media’s pattern of prying into
the lives of politicians.
Former Massachusetts Gov.
Michael Dukakis and local
broadcast journalist Janet Wu
will join Matthews for the April
13 event.
“I think we have a terrific
lineup, [and] it’s a very timely
topic,” said Julie Dobrow, the
director of the communications
and media studies program.
According to Dobrow, the
speakers will examine how the
media’s tactics have shaped the
political landscape. Matthews
will moderate the discussion.
“We’re basically going to
be looking at the question of
why anybody would want to
be running for public office
given the level of press scrutiny,” Dobrow said. “This era of
being under the media microscope — what does that say

MCT

see MURROW, page 2
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Murrow Forum to feature Matthews
MURROW

continued from page 1

about the whole democratic process
and the role of the press?”
Matthews, the host of the political talk show “Hardball with Chris
Matthews,” has experience with both
sides of the issue, as he previously
served as a congressional staffer and
as a speechwriter for then-President
Jimmy Carter.
Also, during an appearance last
spring on Comedy Central’s “The
Colbert Report,” Matthews publicly
flirted with the idea of running for
Sen. Arlen Specter’s (R-Penn.) Senate
seat, only to backpedal a few days
later. “I’m hoping he’ll talk about that
a little bit,” Dobrow said.
Dukakis, meanwhile, has consistently been on the receiving end of
media probes, which reached a fever
pitch during his 1988 Democratic
presidential bid. During that contest, the press widely speculated
about Dukakis’ mental health after
he declined to release his full medical
history.
Wu, the third participant, has

worked as WCVB-TV’s NewsCenter 5
State House reporter since 1983. She
is also a member of the Boston station’s investigative team.
The Murrow Forum, now in its
fourth year, has previously brought
Ted Koppel, Dan Rather and Walter
Cronkite to campus to speak about
the evolution of journalism.
“We’ve been extremely privileged to
have had some incredible people who
have participated in this over the past
four years,” Dobrow said.
The forum is named after radio and
broadcast reporter Edward R. Murrow,
whose coverage of World War II and
criticism of Sen. Joseph McCarthy’s
campaign
against
Communism
brought him into the international
spotlight. Murrow died in 1965.
Tufts, which houses the Edward R.
Murrow Center of Public Diplomacy
at the Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy, has a number of documents that belonged to the late journalist. They are available at Tisch
Library and the Fletcher School.
This year’s forum will take place at
noon on April 13 in Barnum 008.

Honor society to reward academic
success as well as active citizenship
SOCIETY

continued from page 1

said. “It will help to build their networks
and make sure that the work they have
done is honored and communicated to
other people.”
The application requires an academic
and a co-curricular résumé, as well as an
essay that expresses how a class prepared
the applicant for community work.
Coursework could include studies
in areas ranging from public policy to
theory, for example, while co-curricular
activities could include participation in
Engineers Without Borders or a volunteer
trip to New Orleans, according to application materials.
“The core pieces are acknowledging
that we know that students find many
ways and things that get them inspired,”
said Nancy Wilson, director and associate
dean of Tisch College. “It may be something they do with a sports team that gets
them out into the community … or a soil
chemistry class.”
The concept for the new society came
from a diverse array of minds, including
students, faculty and staff, over a series of
discussions that began in fall 2007.
“Gradually, over these meetings, and as
the different conversations went on, and
the work and research about what such
a society would look like was done, [they]
came up with a name … and created what

the heart would look like,” Szyman said.
Many members of the Tufts community
contributed their thoughts, including the
co-presidents of the Leonard Carmichael
Society; staff from the Experimental
College, the “Group of Six” and Office
for Campus Life; and the staff directors
of the International Relations and peace
and justice studies programs, according
to Wilson.
“We wanted to be sure that we didn’t
have such a narrow view, that we really
didn’t miss out on some group or another
who is active,” Wilson said.
This semester will serve as the society’s
pilot run, and administrators hope to
improve and expand it in the future.
“We are looking at this to be a starting point and that the program will not
only evolve and develop here at Tufts, but
be brought to other campuses,” Szyman
said.
In the future, the program may also
expand to Tufts’ graduate schools.
Senior Malek Al-Chalabi applied for
the society.
“I think that this honor society is a
great and new innovative group that has
the potential to recognize seniors that
have contributed or done civic work in a
variety of forms,” Chalabi said. “I think it
is a great program that has the potential
to go far, not just at Tufts, but nationally
as well.”

james choca/tufts daily

Two $50,000 grants were awarded during yesterday’s competitions at the Gordon Institute.

Gordon Institute competitions highlight
variety of student business plans
GORDON

continued from page 1

“Uganda is a country that is locked
in poverty,” Fryer-Biggs said. “People
can’t afford to get higher education.
But without getting higher education,
you can’t get a job that pays enough
for you to afford higher education.”
Strivers hopes to change this by
offering high school graduates a business education that costs one tenth
of college tuition, but which provides
them with the same job prospects as a
college graduate.
Other finalists’ plans ranged from a
Web site entitled “eClinic,” on which
physicians answer users’ questions
on health and wellness, to Alera LLC,
which plans to cultivate seaweed that
would be used to make biofuel.
While many finalist teams were
made up of graduate students, or even
alumni, undergraduates were represented as well.
Junior Adam Wueger and sophomores Ben Walkley, Ian Goldberg and
Alex Ross presented “EcoTexts,” an
online-textbook supplier targeting
college students. Walkley is also an
editorialist for the Daily.
“We want EcoTexts to be, in a sense,
the iTunes of textbooks,” a group
member said.
Se n i o r
Ju l i a
To rg ov i t s k a y a
won second place in the Social
Entrepreneurship Competition. Along
with a student from the University of
California, Los Angeles, she created

Cadenza, which aims to help performing arts organizations reach out to the
college-age demographic, one which
they have been struggling to attract in
recent years.
“Young people don’t feel like they fit
in when they go to see the performing
arts,” Torgovitskaya said. “But Cadenza
will revolutionize their experience. We’ll
use a Facebook application to increase
awareness, we’ll organize group seating
for young audience members and we’ll
plan after-party events so young people
have places to go.”
The company also plans to create a
“Cadenza User Interface,” similar to
Facebook.com, where students make
their own accounts, create a calendar
of performing arts events and even see
what events their friends are attending.
Cummings Properties, Deloitte,
Skadden Arps, Lowenstein Sandler, Web.
com and The Capital Network (TCN)
sponsored yesterday’s competitions.
The Gordon Institute, which coordinates both competitions, is a center housed within the School of
Engineering that guides students in
management and business-related
activities. It also runs the entrepreneurial leadership program. More
than 150 students have taken part in
the program since it began in 2002.
The institute’s programs include a
Master of Science in engineering management for graduate students and a
minor in engineering management for
undergraduate engineers.

Arthur Vining Davis Foundations support Tufts
leadership studies program with $250k grant
LEADERSHIP

continued from page 1

Tien Tien/Tufts daily

Sophomore Brian Bresee is minoring in leadership studies.

there will be additional staffing
requirements.”
The donation will help
speed up plans to hire another staff member, Dean of
Undergraduate
Education
James Glaser said. This individual would oversee the minor’s
required seminar aspect.
“Students have to engage in
some leadership experience
and connect that experience
to their studies. And to do
that right, you need someone
who is working closely with
them,” Glaser said. “It is a key
ingredient to the success of
the program.”
There are no plans to expand
the leadership studies program
into a major.
In 2004, the foundation gave
$200,000 to the Fletcher School
of Law and Diplomacy to help
with building renovations. The
leadership studies program’s
proposal was first written last
May after a mandatory fouryear waiting period between

grant applications had elapsed.
Deans and members of
the Office of University
Advancement
deliberated
over the content of the proposal, and University President
Lawrence Bacow made the
final decision that the proposal
would focus on the leadership
studies program, according to
Associate Director for the Office
of Corporate and Foundation
Relations Miriam McLean.

“Students have to
engage in some leadership experience and
connect that experience to their studies.”
James Glaser
dean of undergraduate
education
“It was a priority; we wanted
to get it started,” McLean said
of the choice of the Leadership
Studies minor for the AVDF

proposal.
AVDF Executive Director
Jonathan Howe said that he
is looking forward to hearing
about the program’s future,
adding that it has “significant
potential.”
“When we give grants to
universities, we are looking for
things that will not only benefit
the university but also undergraduate education in general,”
he said. “So we’re very pleased
with this program, which is
already a significant contribution to what the university
offers, but has the potential to
help many other schools based
on the initiative.”
Leadership studies minor
Brian Bresee, a sophomore,
praised the quality of the
Leadership Studies program.
“The fact that they got the
grant is no surprise,” Bresee
said. “The professors that they
get are all industry experts.
They give you a lot more of
the relevant and hand[s]-on
experience than other classes
at Tufts.”
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The Sextrovert | Mina Ratkalkar

Double
trouble

A

Meredith Klein/Tufts Daily

Rather than spending hundreds of dollars on books each semester, some students are either opting out of courses with expensive books,
or relying on friends, photocopies and the library to avoid paying for them.

Cost of books leads some to avoid pricy classes
by

Romy Oltuski

Daily Editorial Board

According to a report by the Government
Accountability Office (GAO), the cost of
college textbooks in the United States has
risen at twice the rate of inflation over the
past two decades and has almost tripled
from 1986 to 2004.
At some public four-year institutions, students spend an average of 26 percent of
tuition and fees on textbooks and supplies
alone. But even at private institutions like
Tufts, where the average is closer to eight
percent, students appalled by high costs are
seeking solutions, such as not purchasing
textbooks for their classes or opting out of
courses with expensive book lists.
While some teachers have taken steps to
help students in their classes cut costs, others
miss the necessary steps to keep the cost of
books low for their classes.
Meanwhile, bookstores and publishing
companies are taking heat from students
and teachers alike for the high-priced books.
For many students, the cost of textbooks
is a serious constraint on their resources.
“There is no way I can pay for these text-

books all four years of college,” freshman
Shaun Engstrom said. “First semester, my
parents pretty much gave me a blank check
for books, but money is getting tight in this
economy, and I had to pay for them myself
second semester,” she said.
Tufts bookstore manager Carolyn
LaQuaglia explained that freshmen like
Engstrom often have the steepest bookstore costs, simply by virtue of the classes
they take.
“Freshmen tend to spend the most their
first semester because they’re taking mostly
introductory classes,” she said. “In general,
intro, engineering and the sciences have
the bigger, more expensive textbooks.” Even
members of other classes spend an average of $300 to $500 on books per semester,
according to LaQuaglia.
Senior Mary Von Rueden has faced this
problem now for years, and confirmed
Engstrom’s worry that the costs become
unmanageable.
“The cost of books actually does influence
my choice of classes,” she said. “I try to avoid
[classes] that I know will require a textbook,
and if I do have to take one, then I avoid buying the book.”

Some students, however, were appalled
by the idea of spending so much money on
college tuition and then avoiding valuable
courses because of the comparatively negligible book costs.
Other students found the idea worthwhile
but difficult to execute because of a delay in
receiving reading lists from their professors,
according to senior Kris Coombs, because
some wait until after the registration period
to disclose reading lists.
“I really hate registering for a course and
then finding out that the books cost $300, but
so many book lists aren’t even finalized until
the very beginning of the semester that it’s
impractical to try to base [cost predictions]
off of a previous semester,” Coombs said.
More popular than not registering for certain classes is Von Rueden’s practice of simply
not purchasing their required texts, registering blindly and subsequently bypassing book
costs by attaining their required reading from
sources other than the bookstore.
“Usually when a book is too expensive
I just try to photocopy it or borrow it from
friends, but that’s a hassle,” Coombs said.
see BOOKS, page 4

In our midst | rachel bergenfield

Student works to heal Ugandan region damaged by civil war
by

Maya Kohli

Contributing Writer

Over the years, Tufts’ often-cited commitment to active citizenship on an international scale has catalyzed group trips across
the globe, with students pursuing projects
ranging from conducting academic research
to leading local sustainable development initiatives. Senior Rachel Bergenfield, however,
has taken this commitment one step further
by doing both. An interest in transitional
justice and economic development has led
her to do extensive field research in Africa,
which culminated in her working with two
recent alumni to found a non-governmental
organization (NGO) in Northern Uganda.
An International Relations major,
Bergenfield is a part of the Institute for
Global Leadership’s (IGL) Synaptic Scholar
and a former Citizenship and Public
Service Scholar at Tufts’ Tisch College of
Citizenship and Public Service. While her
interest in international development
and conflict repair has transported her to
exotic locales like Cameroon and India in
the past, this time, she chose to focus her
studies on Uganda.
Bergenfield’s interest in Northern Uganda,
which was involved in a 22-year-long civil war

between its guerilla Lord’s Resistance Army
in the north and the Southern Ugandan government, was sparked in the fall of her junior
year, when she began researching the topic
in a transitional justice course.
She was able to secure a position assisting
Fletcher graduate student Natalie Park in her
research in Uganda during the summer of
2008. There, she conducted research for her
senior thesis on the role played by NGO’s in
the post-conflict recovery of the Gulu district
of Northern Uganda.
Bergenfield’s work required frequent interaction and discussion with local Ugandans.
She characterized her role in the process as
mainly a facilitator: “I let people guide the
interviews,” she said.
In doing so, Bergenfield hoped to avoid
pitfalls associated with the sensitivity of her
subject. “The training I’ve had about interviews in conflict communities warns us that
there is stuff about undergraduate researchers opening old wounds,” she said. “A lot of
times, I would learn a lot more from observing people and their daily routines.”
Her research thus took on a decidedly
human quality, which helped her to make
personal connections in Gulu Town. “I still

see BERGENFIELD, page 4

lot of you are regularly and happily hooking up with someone
with no defining titles in sight.
Whether your buddy is a close
friend or simply someone that you send
text messages to on the weekend, it’s
nice to know that you have guaranteed
no-strings-attached sex on demand.
One of the perks of the arrangement is
the freedom to actively pursue and get
with other people. If you decide that
you do want to practice your game on
someone else, proceed with caution
and be honest about your actions.
In a noncommittal situation, it is
completely okay to keep your eyes wide
open for Mr. Right, even if you have a Mr.
Right Now. Even if your hookup buddy is
cute and willing, don’t let them stop you
from getting what you really want. Some
people or sexual experiences are worth
stepping out of your comfort zone for.
Looking for someone new will definitely
help if you are trying to avoid getting too
attached to your buddy.
If you know that the person you’re
currently sleeping with is not someone
you would ever want a relationship with,
it might be in your best interest to keep
actively searching. This is especially
true if your sex life with your buddy is
getting stagnant and stale. While they
are fun while they last, hookup situations usually fizzle out at some point.
If you keep your options open, you can
avoid the dreaded “dry spell.” You’ll be
able to segue easily into your next play
date. Plus, having two or more people
on your weekend speed dial is, if nothing else, an ego boost.
Be mindful of the recipients of your
reply texts if you are a hot commodity
on Friday night. You might lose a friend
if you accidentally send your “Hey baby,
I’ll see you in Hodgdon” message to
your off-campus buddy. Put your phone
on silent, not vibrate when you choose
one over the other or if you plan two
consecutive rendezvous on the same
night. You can commit to one person
without distracting phone calls and
texts for at least 20 minutes. And your
Taylor Swift ring tone could potentially
ruin a hot moment.
You have to be prepared to fess up
when both of the people that you are
in lust with find out about one other.
You might have to settle for just one.
In the worst-case scenario, both hookups might move on at the same time.
And more often than not, there will
be drama. On the flip side, it’s normal
to experience some jealousy and hurt
when you find out your buddy was with
someone else. If you can’t brush it off,
tell them honestly how they made you
feel. You might be setting yourself up
for more trouble if you continue to hook
up with them afterwards.
If this article thus far sounds like a
nightmare situation between you and
your hookup, you should be clear now
and let them know that you are not
comfortable with a non-exclusive sexual relationship. Don’t assume that just
because you are sleeping with just one
person at the moment that they are
doing the same. For health reasons, it
is the courteous thing to do to let your
hookup(s) know that you are having sex
— especially if it’s unprotected sex —
with someone else. But if you and your
partner have a “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, make sure to use protection every
time to avoid unwanted surprises.
Doubling your pleasure might mean
doubling your fun. But like any road,
there might be some big humps ahead.

Courtesy Rachel Bergenfield

Senior Rachel Bergenfield combined her thesis research with active citizenship to create
Collaborative Transitions Africa, an NGO seeking to help post-conflict recovery in Uganda.

Mina Ratkalkar is a senior majoring in
clinical psychology. She can be reached at
Mina.Ratkalkar@tufts.edu.
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Senior earns Projects for Peace grant
BERGENFIELD

continued from page 3

remain close with friends in the region, especially my ‘Ugandan father.’ I am hoping to
get back as soon as I can, and a few opportunities for next year may allow me to do so.”
Alongside her research work, Bergenfield
has worked to co-found and operate an NGO
in Northern Uganda, combining academic
pursuit with an on-the-ground attempt to
affect needed change there.
Along with then-Tufts seniors Jessica
Anderson and Adam Levy, who had also
conducted research on transitional justice, Bergenfield applied for and received
a $10,000 grant from the Katherine Davis
Foundation’s 100 Projects for Peace program, which the group used to establish
Collaborative Transitions Africa (CTA). The
organization aims to help Ugandan communities address and move forward from
their horrific past through village participation and the support of local initiatives.
The idea for the group was born when
Bergenfield, Anderson and Levy realized that
field research could do more than produce
research papers at faraway universities.
“For my co-researchers and I, what was
exciting was we were able to apply our liberal
arts experiences in a tangible sense. We were
all able ... to draw on the resources of higher
education and employ them in a way in a
gap in a community that we cared about —
that was really exciting for us.”
Communal recovery in Uganda, explains
Bergenfield, is largely the work of community members, with CTA acting as a source
of information and support, rather than a
primary agent.
Thus, Bergenfield does not expect CTA to
catalyze dramatic change in the short term.
“Nothing we do is going to ‘solve problems,’”
she said. When it comes to communal recovery, nothing can be ‘solved’ and the role of
our NGO is just to support in a few specific,
small ways.”
In her work, Bergenfield tries to depart
from common perceptions regarding international aid to Africa. “The thing that has
been underscored to me is that Africa doesn’t
need saving and it’s not for us to save.”
Bergenfield points out that the organiza-

tion seeks to work in conjunction with communities, rather than treating the Ugandan
people as victims. “I feel like there is so
much negative media portrayal of conflict
in Africa, and I feel that it’s important for
undergrads who want to get involved in
this work to care about the places they are
working in,” she said.
Upon her return to the Hill, Bergenfield
sought to share her research with the larger Tufts community, an objective she has
achieved in a variety of ways. She is currently
the Chair of Tufts Collaborative Africa, a
group that organizes a variety of events related to conflict and recovery issues in Africa,
and she plans on presenting her research at
the Undergraduate Research Symposium.
She also spearheads CTA’s U.S. operations,
which include fundraising, legal issues and
student-outreach work.
Bergenfield feels that her experience is a
result of a confluence of opportunities available at Tufts. “The IGL has been amazingly
supportive and even helped us in identifying
some potential funders. The [International
Relations program] also helped with
resources, while the peace and justice studies department helped us find Projects for
Peace,” she said.
In addition to her individual projects,
Bergenfield and fellow Synaptic Scholar
Maya Karwande taught an Experimental
College class called “Post-Conflict Justice
and Repair.” “I taught the [class] as a way to
engage with the Tufts community around
my passion and interests,” she said. “I was
interested in teaching an Explorations class
because I remember wishing I had a discussion based course my freshman year.”
While Bergenfield’s portion of the class
was largely based on her work in Uganda,
her co-teacher also incorporated her own
research about the Balkans, enabling the
students to discuss and explore two different regions affected by similar crises.
Bergenfield also wanted to ensure that the
class dynamics would allow the students to
realize their own potential and capabilities.
“I hope that the class allowed the students
to envision the ways they could pursue
their interests both in and out of the classroom during their time at Tufts.”
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Bookstores, professors work to lower costs
BOOKS

continued from page 3

Other students order books from discount
Web sites like Half.com or try their luck waiting around for textbooks on reserve in the
library.
Many teachers are equally outraged by the
price of books and limit the expenses incurred
by their classes for their students’ benefits.
“It’s terrible for students. I do what I can
to make it as cheap as possible,” said David
Denby, a senior lecturer of philosophy
who often orders his books from Hackett
Publishing Company because of their relatively low prices. “They use cheap paper and
cheap bindings ... You can usually do something around the edges to keep costs down.”
Denby also goes through the required
books with his students at the beginning of
the course, suggesting which books should be
obtained at the Tufts bookstore and which can
be obtained online or in the library.
Other professors who try to keep their students’ costs down are frustrated by the seemingly perpetual increase in book prices.
“[Book cost] is an important issue because
the price mounts up,” Professor of English
Elizabeth Ammons said. “I’m ordering little
paperbacks, but I know that contributes too.
Sometimes my students tell me that science
books and books for other kinds of courses
actually cost them more, so that evidently,
some texts could cost hundreds of dollars,
which has staggered me.”
To deal with this issue, Ammons looks for
the cheapest copies of the novels she teaches,
allows students to use older editions and
puts a copy of her class’s texts on reserve at
the library.
Still, the cost of books has stopped some
of her students from keeping up with class
assignments.
“Sometimes a student will clearly be embarrassed and say they cannot afford a book,” she
said. “If I have an extra copy, I’ll give that to
them. One way or another, it will become clear
that [a student] is not reading a book, and in
that case I’ll approach them.”
Although many students appreciate their
professors’ efforts to keep budget in mind
when assigning reading, some say there is
much more that can be done.

“I work for the history department and I
copy a lot of segments of books and put them
on Blackboard,” Engstrom said. “While some
teachers may need an entire textbook, very
few actually do use a whole one. I know that
other departments also scan onto Blackboard,
but I think they should do it more.”
Engstrom added that photocopied reading
packets required for purchase by some classes
are an additional area where costs could be
cut. “For example, those paper packets that
teachers make us buy from Gnomon Copy
could all go on Blackboard, and departments
could go to greater lengths to reduce prices
for students by figuring out which articles are
most important and putting them up.”
While many other students and teachers
direct their frustration toward the Tufts bookstore, the store’s management explains that
rising prices actually put the bookstore at a
disadvantage.
“Believe it or not, we don’t like to sell new
books,” LaQuaglia said. “We cringe when a
new edition comes out because it will make
books more expensive for the students, and
then we don’t do as well because students will
usually buy their books elsewhere.”
Through the Tufts Bookstore Buyback program, students are encouraged to sell back
their used textbooks for up to half of their
original prices, provided that a professor has
reordered them for the next semester. The
books are then resold at reduced prices.
Because many professors submit their
book orders past the bookstore’s recommended deadline, however, it becomes
impossible for the bookstore to collect
enough used books in time to sell them for
the coming semester.
The bookstore is launching a new initiative,
inspired by a project launched at the State
University of New York at Albany’s bookstore,
also a Barnes and Noble affiliate. To provide
professors with incentive to submit textbook
orders by the deadline, the bookstore grants a
full textbook scholarship to one student from
each academic department that submits its
orders on time.
“It’s something completely new that we
just started this semester,” LaQuaglia said. “It
generated some really positive energy, and the
students realized that we’re not the bad guys.”
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Comedy festival blossoms into benefit for

Seeds of Peace

by

Naomi Bryant and Emma Bushnell
Daily Editorial Board

Cheap laughs can go a long way
toward making a valuable contribution
to one’s community; at least, that’s the
idea behind this weekend’s first annual
Laughs of Love comedy festival, sponsored by Cheap Sox, Tufts’ improvisational comedy troupe. The festival,
which will feature performances by four
Tufts comedy groups and eight groups
from other schools, will last from tonight
until this Saturday. All proceeds will go
to Seeds of Peace, an organization that
brings together youth from conflict-ridden areas across the globe in the hope
that future generations will be able to
coexist peacefully.
Bringing comedians together
Senior Padden Murphy, president of
Cheap Sox, first came up with the idea
that grew into Laughs of Love two years
ago. Cheap Sox travels to other schools
around the Northeast to perform, partnering with other groups for shows. The
group has never sponsored a comedy festival at Tufts before, however, and there
are many nearby groups that they’ve
never worked with. Murphy wanted to
change that.
“Basically my thinking was: There are
a huge number of schools in the area,
and we hadn’t performed with a lot of
these troupes,” Murphy said. “I thought
it would be fun.”
Murphy cites the quality of the performance spaces at Tufts as one reason
for having a comedy festival on campus.
The festival will take place in a different
venue each day, hitting Goddard Chapel
on Thursday, Sophia Gordon on Friday
and Balch Arena Theater on Saturday.
“I’m really excited to show these visiting schools our performance spaces,”
Murphy said.
The benefits of laughter
Murphy was introduced to the Seeds
of Peace through Tufts’ Institute for
Global Leadership (IGL), which has a
special relationship with the organization; Tufts helped the charity by training its first counselors in mediation
and leadership. The counselors went

on to organize the first conference
between 46 students from Israel, Eygpt
and Palestine. Sixteen years later, the
program has expanded to include more
than 3,000 youth from Pakistan, India,
Cyprus and the Balkans. Murphy said
Seeds of Peace “seemed like the perfect
avenue for our support” because “it
doesn’t get less controversial than helping kids who’ve had a rough go.”
“As far as Tufts’ focus on active citizenship, it seemed like the perfect organization to help out,” Murphy continued. “This is the first time I’ve ever
worked with them. I’ve heard of them,
and I talked with [IGL Director] Sherman
Teichman and I suggested Seeds of
Peace. It seemed like a no-brainer.
Serendipitously, their first group was
trained at Tufts in Tilton and Bush hall,
so I got in touch with them and they
were excited to work with us.”
Senior and Cheap Sox member Joshua
Altman said the festival is largely the
result of Murphy’s avid interest in IGL
and his desire to use comedy for a greater purpose.
“This kind of show has always been his
dream; he’s been trying to get something
like it to happen for about two years to
combine his two interests,” Altman said.
But while Murphy was the primary
impetus for the festival, Altman emphasized that “Cheap Sox as a whole is
delighted to participate.”
According to Murphy, a representative from Seeds of Peace will be giving a
short speech on Saturday night in order
to inform audience members about the
organization. He stressed, however, that
the speech would only last around two
minutes and that “the focus will be on
the comedy.”
Sophomore Brian Agler, who is
involved in two Tufts groups that will be
performing at the festival, The Institute
and Major:Undecided, believes that
Laughs of Love is an important demonstration of how student groups can be
both entertaining and beneficial.
“I like how comedy groups at Tufts show
how we’re not just out to get a few laughs but
also to do some real work,” Agler said. “I’ve
been really impressed by everyone’s attitude
about this show. I believe that comedy can
have a purpose for the greater good.”

Whom to invite?
In deciding which groups to invite to
the festival, Cheap Sox looked to groups
that they had worked with in the past and
did research on groups at surrounding
schools. When Cheap Sox approached
other groups with the idea for a benefit
comedy festival, the response was immediate and nearly overwhelming. Even
though many schools had to decline to
participate because of spring break, so
many schools wanted to be involved that
Cheap Sox had to refuse some groups
the opportunity.
“It’s been remarkable because we’ve
had more demand than we can really
fill,” Murphy said. “We’ve had to turn
troupes away.”
Housing and feeding the other groups
has been the only major challenge. Murphy
noted that he “will have a house full of
comedians” this weekend as many groups
are crashing at the apartments of Cheap Sox
members. Cheap Sox plans to use money
it received from the Tufts Entertainment
Board and the Tufts Community Union
Senate to feed visiting groups.

Laughs of Love lineup
Laughs of Love comedy festival will
feature four Tufts groups and eight comedy groups from other universities in
the Northeast. Cheap Sox will perform
all three days of the festival, bringing their usual style of long and short
improvised comedy to the stage as well
as encouraging audience participation
through games. They will be joined by
The Institute and Major:Undecided on
Thursday and HYPE! on Saturday.
The Institute, Tufts’ newest comedy
group, specializes in film shorts, many
of which are posted on YouTube.com.
According to Murphy, The Institute will
be joined by a professional video troupe
on Friday.
Major:Undecided, a comedy sketch
group, did something unusual in
preparation for the festival. Typically,
Major:Undecided performs only new
material at each show, but this time,
members searched the group’s archives
for classic sketches and chose some of
their favorites to perform.
“A lot of people haven’t seen some
of the best stuff we have, and because

we just had a show we don’t have
any new material to premiere,” Agler,
Major:Undecided’s co-director of public
relations, said.
Students will also get a chance to see
groups from off the Hill this weekend.
Tonight, Boston College’s My Mother’s
Fleabag, the oldest collegiate improv
group in the country, will join Cheap
Sox, Major:Undecided and the Institute
in Goddard Chapel from 8 to 11 p.m.
On Friday, Boston University’s Sons
of Liberty, Clark University’s Peapod
Squad and UMass Boston: Improv with
Attitude will hit the stage with Cheap
Sox in Sophia Gordon from 8 to 11 p.m.
The professional group We Do Stand
Up will also participate.
Two groups from Emerson College,
This Is Pathetic and Jimmy’s Traveling
All-Stars, will perform on Saturday
night in Balch Arena Theater from 8
to 11 p.m with Amherst College’s Mr.
Gad’s, Northeastern University’s NU
& Improved, HYPE! and Cheap Sox.
Tickets are $5 at the door and $10 for
a weekend pass. All proceeds will go to
Seeds of Peace.
In addition to this weekend’s performances, Cheap Sox will also hold an
open workshop at noon on Saturday
to teach the fundamentals of improv
comedy. There will be a small charge for
participating. The workshop will “show
the community how the groups prepare,
what the process is, allow them to try it
out, have fun and fundraise,” according
to Altman.
Cheap Sox will also sell $15 T-shirts for
the festival.
In the future
Murphy said that he intends for
Laughs of Love to be an annual event
and hopes to establish a good relationship with the groups attending the
festival this weekend as well as accommodate the groups next year that were
turned away this time.
“If nothing else, I hope we develop a
tradition of Laughs of Love and it will
gain some understanding about Seeds of
Peace in the Tufts community,” Murphy
said. “I’m grateful to the participants
for giving us their time and humor and
doing it all for a good cause.”
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Movie Review

‘Duplicity’ features little more than witty
dialogue, big names in an average thriller
by John-Michael Sequeira

Contributing Writer

It’s no “Michael Clayton” (2007), but it
would be unfair to write off director Tony
Gilroy’s second effort as suffering from

Duplicity

Starring Clive Owen, Julia Roberts,
Tom Wilkinson
Directed by Tony Gilroy
the proverbial sophomore slump. Sure,
it won’t be nominated for six Academy
Awards or get him a nod for Best Director.
In fact, it probably won’t be nominated for anything. Thankfully, “Duplicity”
never tries to be an award-winner.
Instead, the film strikes a fairly effective balance between wit and intrigue,
succeeding a good bit more in the former than the latter. When it comes
down to it, “Duplicity” lives and dies by
its stars. While they’re on screen, sparks
fly. And when they’re not, viewers have
to look to their popcorn for entertainment. As long as the film’s focus stays on
the characters and doesn’t get bogged
down in the intricacies of the plot,
it’s admirable, interesting and, most
importantly, enjoyable.
“Duplicity” follows the exploits of
two cunning corporate spies, played
by Clive Owen and Julia Roberts, with
something of a past history. As the film
snakes its way through various twists
and turns, the couple, already entangled within the complexities of its own

rottentomatoes.com

“I find your intense chest hair strangely … arousing.”
relationship, gets caught up in the ploys
of two rival CEOs (Paul Giamatti and
Tom Wilkinson). The storyline is hardly
the reason for this film’s existence; the
back-and-forth between Roberts and
Owen is the main reason the movie
seems to have been created and is arguably, the film’s only attraction.
For Owen, fresh from a disappointingly mediocre performance in “The
International” (2009), “Duplicity” is certainly a step up. If anything, it’s a bit
of a return to form, and proof that he
has the charisma to carry off the roguish persona in which he’s cast. Roberts,
however, seems a bit more restrained.

Her role here certainly doesn’t grant her
the character and presence she had in
“Charlie Wilson’s War” (2007), but she’s
clearly on her game, and plays well off
Owen’s character.
Tom Wilkinson, however, is criminally
underused, and appears in only a handful of scenes. Gilroy should know better than anyone what a talented actor
Wilkinson is; his brief appearance in
“Michael Clayton” was phenomenal. His
was by far the film’s most memorable
character, despite Tilda Swinton’s win for
Best Supporting Actress. Unfortunately,
even the scenes in “Duplicity” in which
Wilkinson appears don’t showcase his

strengths, making his presence here
nothing more than unrealized potential.
What Gilroy does carry through quite
successfully, however, are the witty,
sharply-written exchanges between
Roberts and Owen. From the opening
scene, he establishes an entertaining
dynamic between the two, one that
makes for some excellent exchanges
early on and more than a few fantastic
one-liners. The trouble is that the best of
these moments are in the film’s first half,
making its later half a bit of a letdown,
especially after showing such promise
early on.
The plot, too, sets itself up for a share
of intriguing possibilities but never quite
makes good on them. For all its changes
in direction and attempts at suspense,
it never goes anywhere unexpected or
does anything that hasn’t been done
before. Even its significant twists in the
latter half never manage to create any
real surprises and instead end up feeling obligatory. So, while serviceable, it’s
hardly a storyline that will make any sort
of lasting impression.
The
same
criticisms
reflect
“Duplicity” as a whole. It’s a film that
won’t really go down as much more
than a footnote in the careers of those
involved, a solid filmmaking effort
that, overall, neither impresses nor
disappoints. It’s an experience that’s
simultaneously satisfying and forgettable, with a plot that never manages to
be quite engaging enough, and performances that, while entertaining, just
aren’t impressive enough to get noticed
during the quiet months leading up to
the summer blockbusters.

Weekender Interview | Paul Rudd and Jason Segel

Comedy kings Paul Rudd and Jason Segel spend quality
time discussing their latest film, “I Love You, Man”
by

Matthew DiGirolamo

JS: Well, Paul Rudd is a very, very
diverse actor. He has gone from
Broadway to the Weston in London
to drama to comedy to somewhere
in between. I mean, you look at an
actor like Paul Rudd and you think
diversity and talent. Yeah. I’d like to
play, like, a villain.

Daily Editorial Board

The Daily recently spoke with
Jason Segel and Paul Rudd about
their new movie “I Love You, Man.”
Rudd and Segel chatted about their
future plans, their ideas for the
perfect “man date” and what it’s
like to star in a “bromance” movie.
“I Love You, Man” follows newly
engaged Peter Klaven (played by
Rudd) as he tries to find a best
man. When Peter meets Sydney
Fife (Segel), their friendship grows
as they get into strange situations,
like a fight with Lou Ferrigno, the
original star of “The Incredible
Hulk” (1978).

PR: Yes. Because I think that your
style, Jason, is very, very specific.
Nobody does — like, what would
you do? It’s fascinating to watch.
And I think that you could be terrifying. You also, oh my God, I almost
choked on my own spit. You also ...
are physically imposing.
JS: Oh yeah, I’m a big dude.
Thanks.

Question: What was your favorite part of shooting the movie in
terms of who you worked with —
your favorite scenes?
Jason Segel: My favorite part of
shooting the movie was working
with Paul Rudd again. I must say,
it’s our third movie together and
... you know, it took us a while, but
we really finally get along.
Paul Rudd: It was rough at first.
And I feel like my answer ...
would be the same. It’s working
with Jason. You know, we’re in the
same room. And we’re kind of
looking at each other now. And
I want to know if that’s really —
Jason, is that really your answer?
Really? Would it be working with
me really?
JS: Yeah. Absolutely. I’m already
trying to plan the next one.
Q: What is your idea of a perfect
man date after working on this
romantic comedy?

PR: And I’m short and squatty. I
look like a thumb. I like any genre
in which I can play a thumb.
guestofaguest.com

Paul Rudd and Jason Segel star in a new film about bromance.
JS: Why don’t you go first while I
kind of formulate what I’d like to do
with you tonight.

(2008), the film with Daniel Craig.
That, by the way, I actually just call
Tuesday.

PR: Jason, do you see it?

PR: Oh, all right. I want to go first
because I want you to formulate
it ... a perfect man date would be
an early dinner. I want to have an
early dinner because [if] I don’t,
if it’s late, then you’re eating into
valuable time. You know what? Six
o’clock is okay. I’d like to finish
dinner ... I’d like to have a pitcher
of sangria. And then I would like to
go back to the Mandarin Oriental
Hotel where I have rented a suite
... and slip into a bathtub of linseed oil. And then I would like
a massage — an ice cream massage. Yeah. And then finally settle
down with a little SpectroVision
and then maybe catch “Defiance”

JS: Yeah. I’d like to have like a —
sometime around 5:45 — just
some Argentinean food, a real
casual Argentinean dinner, maybe
a pitcher of red sangria. And then
I would head back to a suite at the
Four Seasons that I have rented
and give the guy who I am having
a man date with ... a bath in, like,
salted butter. And, yeah, then we
would settle in to watch a movie on
DVD, maybe something like, you
know, like the first “James Bond”
(1962), without Daniel Craig.

PR: I see it too. What would it be?

Q: I basically want to know, do you
guys see yourselves working together in another movie in the future?

JS: Yeah. I definitely see it.

JS: Maybe a remake of “Harold and
Maude” (1971).
PR: Which one of us is Maude?
JS: Two guesses.
PR: F--k it’s me, isn’t it?
JS: Of course.
Q: Both of you have been very successful as comedic actors, and I
am wondering if either of you have
ever thought about trying on a different genre.

Q: This film, as well as films in the
past, have had both comed[ic] and
romantic elements. In real life or
in the movies, which are you more
experienced with and why is the
other most difficult?
JS: Okay. I have had the most experience so far with comedy. What
do I think is more difficult? I actually think comedy is more difficult
because in our style of comedy ...
you still have to be natural and real
and believable, as with a drama,
and there are certainly dramatic
moments. But then, on top of that,
you have to layer humor and jokes.
You know, it’s not like we’re doing
broad, slapstick comedy most of
the time. So it’s the same challenges as a drama but then with
another layer of comedy added
on top, like a parfait. Yeah. Like a
funny parfait.
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Concert Preview

3.08.09,
Joe Nice

O

Courtesy Timothy Ouyang

Tim Be Told, which will play at tomorrow night’s Fusion event, tries to reinvent the pop genre.

Asian American Alliance’s Fusion concert brings diverse
music of four bands to Hotung Café for annual event
by

Naomi Bryant

Daily Editorial Board

Hotung Café will host four bands on
Friday with distinctly different styles, but
one thing in common: their cultural heritage. For this year’s Fusion: Live Music
Concert, hosted by the Asian American
Alliance (AAA), the bands Tim Be Told,
Magnetic North, Regie Cabico and Paper
Sky will perform, blurring genre lines
with a mix of spoken word, soul, blues,
pop, rock and gospel influences.
Sandi Tang, the senior advisor for AAA,
organized this year’s event with an ear for
different music that will appeal to Tufts
students. Past Fusion concerts have featured hip hop, rock and roll and R&B.
“This year, we covered a lot of ground
genre-wise,” Tang told the Daily via
e-mail. “We tried to cater to what moves
the Tufts crowd and to show them something a little different again. As a result,
after searching high and low, my coplanners (sophomore Yin Lin and freshman Terence Tran) and I put together our
most eclectic lineup yet.”
Papersky is a rock band with members
hailing from Japan and the US, including Tufts alum Nathan Tanaka. Magnetic
North is an unsigned hip-hop duo out of
New York, while Regie Cabico is a spoken

word performer who has been on two
seasons of HBO’s “Def-Poetry Jam.”
This year’s featured band is Tim Be
Told, a group that mixes pop-rock with
soul. Timothy Ouyang, the lead singer and songwriter for the band, started
the group as a three-person, primarily
acoustic act when he was an undergraduate at the University of Virginia. Since
then, Tim Be Told has recruited two more
band members and performed across the
east coast, usually on college campuses.
Ouyang describes his music as “lyrically
very honest.”
“It’s a little bit angsty, but it’s very sincere and relatable to the masses, to most
people who listen to pop music,” Ouyang
told the Daily. “Every person in the band
has personal influences that bring flavor
to it.”
Drummer Jim Barredo joined the band
after he graduated from college and notes
that Tim Be Told has changed over the
few years it has existed, moving toward a
less acoustic sound.
“The band has [definitely] evolved
as far as style … The music itself has
kind of gone from bluesy pop to genre
transcending songs that have been compared to Muse, Justin Timberlake, Neo
and Jason Mraz,” Barredo said. “We’re
kind of all over the place, which speaks to

diversity we all kind of share.”
Both Ouyang and Barredo agree that,
while their music fits in the pop genre,
it bears little resemblance to most of the
music people hear on the radio.
“My goal is to just provide people with
a little more substance in the pop music
world,” Ouyang said. “A lot of stuff you
hear is pretty hollow, pretty shallow.”
“It’s not really formulaic,” Barredo said.
“All the elements we bring to it make us
stand out.”
According to Tang, the purpose of
Fusion is “to showcase Asian American
music and spoken word.” The four bands
lined up to perform on Friday night
promise to do just that. This is the first
time the annual event will be held in
Hotung Café instead of Dewick-Macphie
dining hall.
“This year, we decided to use Hotung
to give it a more intimate feel,” Tang said.
“In the past, Dewick has been great to us,
but I hope that by using Hotung, students
will randomly drop in when they hear the
music. We hope to reach out to a more
diverse audience this time around.”
Fusion begins at 9:30 p.m. Admission
is free and no tickets are required. In
addition to musical performances, the
event will feature a raffle for CDs and
T-shirts.

Top Ten | animal characters in movies, TV and literature
	In honor of spring — the season
in which cute little baby critters are
born — (allegedly) arriving in Boston,
we at the Arts Department were suddenly seized with the desire to compile
a list of our favorite animal characters,
and the reasons why they are so awesome. Hopefully now People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)
will stop chucking Molotov cocktails
into our Top Secret Arts Department
Animal Testing Facility, whose purpose
is unknown, and whose existence we
routinely deny. Still, we hardly see how
setting our genetically modified attackplatypus on fire is not “ethical treatment.” Finally, and without further
nonsensical ado, the list:
10. Cat from “Breakfast at Tiffany’s”
(1961): Let’s face it: The only things
you remember from that movie are the
kiss in the rain, the screenshot that
70 percent of female undergrads have
posters of, and Cat. That pet deserves
mad props for being as recognizable as
Audrey Hepburn.
9. King Kong: Perhaps the largest and
most misunderstood animal on this list,
the gargantuan ape enjoys long walks
on the beach, climbing the Empire
State Building and roaring loudly at the
injustices of a society that will not let
him be free. Our hearts go out to you,
Mr. Kong. We’ll send you that metric
ton of bananas just as soon as we can
raise the money.

8. Harry from “Harry and the
Hendersons” (1991): Yes, this is a
real movie, not just the subject of
the b-plot from a recent “30 Rock”
episode. Harry was the man, despite
being a yeti, and was able to teach the
Hendersons valuable lessons about caring and family and stuff. Bigfoot might
not exist, and if he does he might not
look quite like John Lithgow, but we
can always dream.
7. Rob Schneider in “The Animal”
(2001): This human actor gets an honorable mention for acting, rather convincingly, like a variety of animals. C’mon,
the title pretty much says it all.
6. Wishbone: He is the most well-read
and versatile dog actor in the history of
TV. The dog is hardcore — he dressed
as Sydney Carton from “A Tale of Two
Cities” (1859) and the other actors
couldn’t tell the difference between
him and the human Charles Darnay.
That takes serious skill.

waterfall and found her way back to
her owners. How awesome is that?
Plus the witty banter that occurred
between her and that mangy mutt
Chance is how we like to imagine
animals talking to one another on a
daily basis.
3. Air Bud: Air Bud was a dog who
played basketball, and, really, what
more could anyone want? Since his
1997 debut, there have been 9 sequels
to “Air Bud,” including one in which
his children (the Buddies) go to space.
That’s a movie that actually exists. We
truly are living the dream.
2. Moby Dick: There are not many
animals as ferocious as this gigantic
albino whale that consistently evades
capture by a crazed Captain Ahab.
Someday, the Arts section might actually read Herman Melville’s classic, but
for now, we prefer to espouse our
beliefs on Moby Dick’s metaphorical
significance based solely on hearsay.

5. Hedwig from “Harry Potter”
(1997): We would like to have a
moment of silence for this amazing
pet. Even though you were Avada
Kedavra-ed to your doom, we will
always remember you as the tiny bundle of white squawky feathers from
the first book. No other owl will ever
replace you. *Sniff*

1. Chewbacca: Hopefully we’re not
offending anyone out there by classifying Chewy as an animal, but seriously, he’s the most awesome pet
ever. He can drive spaceships, knows
a secret language, would probably do
your physics homework for you, and
he even cleans up after himself.

4. Sassy from “Homeward Bound”
(1993): She survived falling off of a

—compiled by the Daily Arts
Department

ne of the most amusing parts
of forward-thinking electronic
music is how eerily similar
it seems to the most soulless
and derivative sectors of social life. In
some ways, cutting-edge music encourages and constitutes the new ideas that
eventually blossom into new ways of
living. In others, though, it would be
difficult to distinguish the arrangements and mentalities of progressive
electronic music culture from those
“evolving” at a Hot Topic-sponsored
lecture series featuring Kathy Griffin,
Kevin Federline and Vincent Gallo,
with a keynote address by Bono and a
closing haiku by Ashton Kutcher.
Take fame and status for example. The
mainstream popular culture pantheon
very often features people whose fame
is absurdly inexplicable. Beyond annoying people who are in the public eye,
— I mean people who aren’t famous for
doing anything valuable or even remarkable — they’re just famous. Somehow,
through no amount of talent, charm or
contribution of any kind, people like
Paris Hilton, Ryan Seacrest and Simon
Cowell matter to the American public. No
one knows why, but the cultural chorus
just echoes, “Here they are: household
names. Remember these.”
In some ways, electronic music that
defies the generic, thoughtless and
stale culture from which Ryan Seacrest
derives his vapid powers (and swimming pool of gold dubloons) is fueled by
the same arrangements that make Paris
Hilton cool. How is it, for example, that
Baltimore-based DJ Joe Nice has turned
himself into the most important person
in stateside dubstep?
He’s not a producer, he’s not a journalist and he doesn’t have a label, and
yet he is, bar-none, the most influential
American in dubstep. For almost five
years he has irrefutably been the United
States’ ultimate arbiter of England’s newest musical export. He has first dibs on
the coolest, newest records in the world
and a VIP pass to virtually any club with a
good enough sound system to handle his
decimating sub-bass, and all he does is
play other people’s music. Kind of similar
to Paris Hilton, right? Seems weird, right?
Well, no. For one thing, Joe Nice is
the smoothest, classiest, nicest person
on the planet, while Paris Hilton is a
whoring dog. But more importantly, Joe
Nice’s rise to fame is due in large part to
an unbelievably refined ear, impeccable
skills as a DJ and a fierce passion for
the music. The difference, essentially,
between perplexingly relevant members
of the popular culture canon and tastemaking future-music kingpins like Joe
Nice and British counterpart Mary Anne
Hobbes is that while Paris Hilton can
make a B-rate porno, Joe Nice can put
on an explosive, rattling, indescribable
show like the one in Portland this last
Saturday night.
I think I could see Joe Nice spin records
with the sound off. He has so much charisma onstage, and he’s so meticulous
about how he handles his records — how
clean they are, how gently he returns
them to his crate — that it’s almost
inspiring to simply observe a musician
that passionate.
The music was jaw-dropping. Berbati’s
Pan doesn’t have the best bass in the
world, but it was adequate to deliver the
synthy wonk of Joker’s “Digidesign” and
the crushing, Rick Rubin-sampling wobble of Jakes’ “Rock Tha Bells” with sufficient force. Effortlessly mixing an array of
distinct cuts from across the genre, many
of them brand new and unreleased, Joe
Nice showed off the skill, knowledge and
influence that make him a crucial figure
in dubstep worldwide. On paper, it may
not seem like he does much, but his set of
skills prime him to shape and share some
of the most exciting music in the world, a
feat that, as far as I’m concerned, is more
than worthy of celebrity status.
Mikey Goralnik is a senior majoring in
American studies. He can be reached at
Michael.Goralnik@tufts.edu.
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From the Office of the Tufts Daily
Dear “MTV Spring Break 2009,”
There’s nothing we like more than
drunken flesh-fests, unless, of course,
you count watching drunken fleshfests from the safety and comfort of our
parents’ living-room sofas. That’s why
we always look forward to spring break,
when we can turn to you, MTV, for our
yearly dose of bump-and-grind voyeurism.
This year’s spring break coverage,
however, failed to arouse our curiosity
in the same way that “MTV Spring
Break 2008” did. Last year, it was
much harder to thrust ourselves into
the real world and accomplish more
productive spring break activities like
tanning, visiting friends, traveling or
catching up on schoolwork.
We believe that this year’s event,
which took place at Panama City
Beach, Fla., couldn’t stand up to its
predecessors, primarily because Ms.
Tila Tequila was not involved. The
featured artists, namely Lil’ Wayne,
Asher Roth and Jim Jones, failed to rise
to the occasion in the same way that
Ms. Tequila did last year. The featured
shorts by The Lonely Island were also
disappointing; it seemed as though
the trio could never really get into the
spring break mentality.
We firmly believe that Ms. Tequila
embodies MTV Spring Break. She looks
good in a bathing suit, she’s profit-oriented and great at marketing herself,
she’ll have sex with just about anything
that’s breathing (though even that may
not be a limitation), and, for God’s
sake, her name involves both alliteration and an alcoholic beverage.
Ms. Tequila is also a superb judge
of quality relationships. Last year,
she crowned a Spring Break Fantasy
Couple. She moderated intense competitions in which, among other things,
participants had to soap each other down
and squirt toothpaste in their lovers’
mouths. We applaud the fact that there

www.pinkysfamouspizza.com
Order Online

(781) 391-PINK (7465)

Medford – Somerville
FREE DELIVERY

tilahotspot.buzznet.com

were no fatties or even merely moderately attractive contestants; Ms. Tequila
obviously understands the importance
of superficial beauty.
So, MTV, next year we hope you
include Tila Tequila in your spring
break coverage. It’s completely doable
and easily a decision we could get
behind.
Yours truly,
The Daily Arts Department
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The Graduate Interdisciplinary
Water: Systems, Science & Society
Program Presents

Tufts Film Series &
The Hellenic Society
proudly present

Professor of Environmental and Water Resources Systems Engineering
Associate Provost Fellow, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
Director, Environmental Engineering, Science & Hydrology Group
National Center for Supercomputing Applications

Friday, March 27th
9:30pm, Barnum 008
Greek snacks to follow

Other showtimes:
Saturday 7pm
Sunday 8pm

Also this weekend:
The Curious Case
of Benjamin Button

Harnessing the Power of Sensors
And Information Technology
Towards Real-Time Environmental
Observation & Decision-Making
4:00 pm, Friday, March 27, 2009
Braker Hall 001, Medford Campus
Reception to follow
WSSS is a cross-university certificate program that trains students in interdisciplinary management of
water resources while they complete the graduate degree requirements in their home departments.
For more information: www.tufts.edu/water, or contact Heather Angstrom at 617-627-3645.

Colloquium Series -- AY 2008-2009

Research and Pedagogy on Inequality and Difference: Power and Images
Adriana Zavala

Associate Professor
Department of Art and Art History
Tufts University

Tuesday, March 31, 2009
5:30 p.m.
The Crane Room
In recent months pundits have argued for and against the idea that Barack Obama's election heralds a post-racial future for the United States. While
this historical event has engendered a vigorous and perhaps more hopeful conversation about race in America, historical divisions and racial
conflicts are hardly a thing of the past and the experiences of raced and gendered subjects remain vital subjects of inquiry. In this talk, Adriana
Zavala will explore how images and representation play a signal role in the exercise of power, authority and political contestation. Taking a crosscultural approach, this talk will also examine how our individual social and cultural formation plays a role in the kinds of questions scholars ask of
their material.
Adriana Zavala is Associate Professor of modern and contemporary Latin American art in the Department of Art and Art History at Tufts

University. She holds a PhD from Brown University. Her research interests include gender and representation in 20th-century Mexico and Latin
America. In 2007, she curated the exhibition, Un Arte Nuevo: El Aporte de María Izquierdo/A New Art: The Contribution of María Izquierdo for
the Andrés Blaisten Collection/Centro Cultural Universitario Tlatelolco at the National Autonomous University of Mexico. Her book Becoming
Modern, Becoming Tradition: Women, Gender and Representation in Mexican Art and Culture is forthcoming from Penn State University Press.
She is also conducting new research for a book on images of Mexico City in visual art, literature and film from the colonial era to the present.
Sponsored by:
AS&E Office of Diversity Education and Development
Office of Institutional Diversity
Tufts University
The AS&E Office of Diversity Education and Development and the Office of Institutional Diversity at Tufts University are launching a colloquium series on
Research and Pedagogy on Inequality and Difference. The mission of this series is to provide a setting where Tufts University faculty and faculty from other
area institutions who are interested in issues of inequality and difference can come together to present their work. This work includes both scholarly research
about inequality and difference and pedagogical approaches to teaching about inequality and difference.
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Civic involvement — to what end?

Not a student on this campus can
forget the scramble for résumé-building activities and awards during high
school, especially as college applications changed from a thing of the distant
future to a burden of present reality. The
expectation, or the hope, was that once
in college, the résumé-building would
end and students would be free to pursue their passions, slightly less restricted
by extrinsic pressures and motivations.
But alas, the cycle continues.
The Tisch College’s new honor society,
Honos Civicus, meant to honor students
who have demonstrated academic excellence as well as a significant amount of
community service and have also completed two (for those with GPAs above
3.5) or four (for those with GPAs below
3.5) “active citizenship courses” at graduation this spring encourages exactly that
same type of résumé building: extrinsically motivated, empty service that will
be celebrated as “active citizenship.”
While we at the Daily do feel that those
students who truly use their Tufts edu-

cation to better the world around them
should receive recognition, we sincerely
hope that this is a result of their empathy
for their fellow human beings and an
intrinsic drive to give back to others— a
passion that will sustain them through
the obstacles of selfish people and lowpaying “active citizen”-oriented jobs that
so often comprise the years between college graduation and successful philanthropic endeavors— and not because it
bolsters a résumé, or in this case, means
they are able to graduate with honors. By
its very nature, the desire to be an “active
citizen” is intrinsic. It is an ingrained
sense of responsibility to be involved in
and give back to the world we are all a
part of — not because it is quantifiable
but because it really is the right thing to
do. We do not mean to suggest that every
person who will be accepted into Honos
Civicus this spring and in years to come
doesn’t have the right intentions and
doesn’t devote an incredible amount of
time and energy to touching the lives of
others— it does mean that a university

that so highly emphasizes “active citizenship” has made it a commodity to be
competed for rather than a way to interact with the world.
In addition to its blatant encouragement of “active citizenship” for completely extrinsic reasons, the University
has also indicated that it hopes to spread
Honos Civicus to other schools, making it
seem more like the true goal of the new
honor society is to boost the image of
the university and not to honor its (supposedly) most dedicated and civically
engaged students. This, again, appears to
violate the true meaning of “active citizenship” and seems much more oriented
toward recognition for Tufts, and maybe
its students, rather than actual encouragement of “active citizenship.”
While we at the Daily can applaud
the university’s attempt to recognize
more than just the academic aspects of a
Tufts education in Honos Civicus, we also
encourage it to remember that the real
purpose of “active citizenship” extends
far beyond awards and recognition.

taste of the kind of open society that we
live in.” How? Even with the embargo lifted,
the Cuban people would still be subjugated
by a cruel communist tyranny. They would
still not enjoy the basic freedoms that we
take for granted in this country. Similarly,
given the regime’s use of means of coercion, how would lifting the embargo help
the Cuban people regain their freedom?
Magic, perhaps?
While Mr. Schumacher’s claims are at
best ambiguous, there is one thing we can
be certain of: Eliminating the U.S. embargo
would grant the Cuban regime access to the
U.S. Export-Import Bank. This would allow
a state that defaulted on most of its debt in
1986 to get loans from American taxpayers.
Given the regime’s poor financial record,
granting it access to the Export-Import Bank
would amount to a virtual subsidy. Not only

is there no reason to allow this, but it would
be morally reprehensible to compel a single
U.S. citizen to provide financial support
for the Cuban regime. Why should former
political prisoners that escaped from Cuba
and are now residing in the United States
be forced to subsidize a communist regime
that violated their rights?
Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the embargo has not been a failure. It
has succeeded in limiting the degree to
which the Castro brothers can undermine
U.S. national interests. Therefore, until the
Cuban regime is once again a responsible
member of the international community,
we should not eliminate the embargo.

Alex Miller
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Letter to the EDitor
Dear Editor,
Reading Aaron Schumacher’s op-ed from
March 24, “Obama and Latin America, part
two,” a person with no knowledge of the history of United States-Cuba relations might
get the impression that Cuba is a benign
and peaceful state and has just gotten a bad
rap from the “Cuba lobby.” This, however,
could not be further from the truth. Cuba is
a rogue state, one which has never stopped
trying to undermine the interests of the
United States and its allies. The fact that
other states have reconciled with Cuba’s
communist regime is irrelevant. We should
not base our national security policy on
what other countries happen to think is in
their interest.
Continuing, Mr. Schumacher claims
that were the Obama administration to
repeal the embargo, “Cubans would get a

Sincerely,
Michael Fernandez
Student, Fletcher School

Corrections
The Feb. 23 article “Clinton appoints Fletcher dean” inaccurately stated that North Korea had recently announced a termination
of diplomatic relations with South Korea. In fact, North Korea had recently announced an end to economic and other relations
with South Korea.
The March 9 article “YET event brings together students from local colleges” incorrectly implied that junior Greg Hering was referring to the effects of the current recession when talking about young entrepreneurs’ low success rate. In fact, he was discussing the
success rate in general.
The end of Will Ehrenfeld’s Tuesday column, “Organic food,” was missing from the print edition. The final sentence should have
read, “And lastly, as Michael Pollan will surely explain, stop eating processed food-like substances and stick to fresh produce as
much as possible.”
Yesterday’s article “Senate postpones Dance Marathon,” along with the caption for the accompanying photograph, incorrectly
stated that the Gantcher Center would house the Dance Marathon during the fall semester. In fact, no location has been set.

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the Editorial Page editors,
and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of the Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and
graphics does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tufts Daily editorial board.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 4 p.m. and should be handed
into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com. All letters must be word processed and
include the writer’s name and telephone number. There is a 350-word limit and letters must
be verified. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy is subject
to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief, Executive Board
and Executive Business Director. A publication schedule and rate card are available upon request.
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Off the Hill | Cornell University

Catholic condom code, demographic disaster

by

Peter Finocchiaro
Cornell Daily Sun

Last week, Pope Benedict XVI told reporters that condoms exacerbate the spread of
the HIV virus. Put another way: Last week,
the Catholic Church confirmed, yet again,
that it is stubbornly dogmatic, shamefully tone-deaf and far too willing to wield
its influence in a grossly irresponsible and
socially destructive way.
Even beyond its lamentable misrepresentation of the AIDS issue, the Church’s
position on birth control turns a blind eye
to a global trend that begs urgent attention:
overpopulation. It is an issue that underlies
a collection of environmental, economic
and international health issues (beyond
even the HIV virus), which together represent one of the most serious challenges to
the continued prosperity, and ultimately the
continued survival, of billions.
We are a species of organisms guided, like
all other living species, by principles of population growth, grounded in a delicate ecological framework. In the last two centuries, however, we rose above the Darwinian struggle
for survival. We have developed medicines
to stave off early death, whether by disease
or injury, and we have invented technologies
to accommodate the resulting demographic
surge. The result is population densities that
seemed impossible in centuries past. Today,
we are nearly seven billion strong, a testament to our dominance over nature.
But hegemony comes at a price, and we
are flirting with disaster on an unfathomable scale. All the talk recently of financial
bubbles should alert us to a far larger and
more threatening one — the ecological
bubble. Our planet simply cannot sustain
seven billion people, much less the billions
more to come. According to a paper by
Cornell University ecology and agricultural
science professor David Pimentel, “the best
estimate is that Earth can support about
1 to 2 billion people with an American
standard of living, good health, nutrition,
prosperity, personal dignity and freedom.”
We passed the 2-billion mark sometime
during the first half of the 20th century.
“I told you so,” says the ghost of Thomas
Malthus, the famous 19th-century thinker
who insisted that rapid population growth
was unsustainable in the long run. Since
his time, industrial society has stubbornly
undergone a series of social and scientific
revolutions that seem to disprove Malthus’
grim theories. Now, however, a mounting
avalanche of evidence suggests that he
might actually have been on to something.
Consider the global food crisis that has
already gripped a large swath of sub-Saha-

MCT

ran Africa, and how much more widespread
it could become if agricultural yields continue to dwindle while global population
growth maintains its blistering pace. And if
you want to talk geopolitics, consider India
and Pakistan, both of whom get their drinking water from Himalayan glaciers. The two
nations were never the best of friends to
begin with — what happens when they have
to compete for an increasingly meager supply of water?
International decision-makers — most
importantly, governments and global business leaders — need to develop technologies
that can sustain a bloated population while
reducing the ecological imbalances that
threaten us. Just as importantly, however,
someone needs to figure out a way to slow
further population growth. That means, at
the bare minimum, making a concerted
effort to encourage responsible family plan-

ning, particularly by promoting the use of
contraceptives. The United Nations and
countless non-governmental organizations
already do that, but their influence is muted
in many of the countries most in need of
their services.
Where governments are weak or dogmatic, and where poverty precludes the kind
of education truly useful to promoting safe
sex practices, the only voice that can break
through is often the Church. The Pope needs
to accept the reality of the times: People will
have sex, regardless of what he says — it’s
human nature.
Many of the problems presented
here might seem out of the control of
Catholicism, but the Church has proven
recently that it still wields influence even
in a more modern and secular global community. After all, Pope John Paul II was
instrumental in generating resistance to

the Soviet Union in Poland in the 1980s.
Some scholars argue that he played as large
a role as any man in ending the Cold War.
The Pope can’t solve overpopulation, but
he can make an impact.
And at the very least, he could send a
message to his 1.1 billion followers that religion is no excuse for exploiting the naïveté
of a sexual partner. That men in underdeveloped nations can point to doctrine to justify
the disuse of condoms is outrageous, and
occurs far too often. In addition to mitigating the AIDS crisis, a few condoms would go
a long way toward promoting equality of the
sexes in developing nations the world over.
Whatever the case, the threats to our
planet are too severe to ignore. An institution with as much influence as the Catholic
Church has a responsibility to help alleviate
the strain of these historically vast problems.
Anything less amounts to criminal neglect.

Off the Hill | University of Southern California

Tax grant will reward student community service
by

Kelsey Clark

The Daily Trojan

A college student’s Gmail.com inbox is quite frightening.
Imperative e-mails regarding Facebook.com notifications and
updates from TMZ.com abound. Thus it is not surprising that
most messages are — or at least should be — relegated immediately to the junk mail bin. Amid this sea of online distractions
we use to avoid studying for midterms at all costs exists an
e-mail sent on March 2 by FastWeb. The scholarship search
engine enticed the recipients of this message — America’s dirtpoor collegiate population — with the subject line “Obama
Promises $4,000 to Students!”
Of course, there must be some sort of catch. And lest you be
tempted to forward this e-mail to your entire address book in
hopes of acquiring a healthy lump of the government’s cash
— remember when Bill Gates was giving away his fortune? -- it
seems that this too is a message best suited for the trash.
But anyone who wrote this off as an obnoxious chain e-mail
is sadly mistaken, for the budget plan released by President
Obama’s administration on Feb. 26 includes the American
Opportunity Tax Credit as one of his progressive goals.
Obama’s hope for this tax grant is that all American students
will receive $4,000, fully refundable, to contribute toward college tuition. But to avoid inducing cardiac arrest in the many
Republicans in Congress who seethe at the mere mention of
any more of Obama’s free giveaways, the new president asks
that we college students give something back in exchange
for cold, hard cash. Rather than just allow us to coast during
our four years — or much to the horror of our parents, five
years — of college and benefit from the government’s kind
new legislation, we must donate our time through 100 hours

of community service.
In light of the fact that many college students already work
as volunteers … it seems that the American Opportunity Tax
Credit will definitely be beneficial for students at our university
and across the country.
It will be a sort of Barack Obama Scholarship. But instead
of suffering through yet another 500-word essay exaggerating
the extent to which one of your elementary school teachers
influenced you to pursue a career in biomedical engineering
— please — this scholarship will have no tedious application
process. No waiting around only to find that your awe-inspiring story and stellar résumé have been trumped by some geek
from a magnet school. Oh, no. The beauty of this grant is that
the only eligibility requirement is service to your community.
And while $4,000 unfortunately amounts to chump change
when compared to tuition for private institutions, Obama
noted that the American Opportunity Tax Credit “will cover
two-thirds the cost of tuition at the average public college or
university.”
Republicans in Congress see the $4,000 as a nice gesture, but
one that will deliver a huge blow to the economy. They argue
that Obama’s Tax Grant will add to the already inconceivable
national debt, which is currently at almost $11 trillion.
Before we allow these concerns regarding the potentially
increased debt to overwhelm us, we must keep in mind the
other ambitious goal that Obama has set for his administration to counter potential loss of funds: eliminating private lender distribution of student loans. Currently, banks
such as Wells Fargo and Citibank distribute the majority
of federally funded student loans and garner quite a large
profit in doing so.
Past administrations have lost colossal sums of money

to this unbalanced arrangement. Because only 25 percent
of student loans have been distributed by the Department
of Education, private vendors have cashed in by dominating the loan industry with high interest rates and expensive
fees for these services that operate outside the U.S. government’s control.
Obama’s desire to eliminate this pricey and inefficient
Federal Family Education Loan Program starting in July 2010
is bold. He hopes to save money by focusing on government
distribution of federal loans rather than investing money in
often-greedy private businesses — AIG, anyone? Money that
would normally be paid to the costly middlemen will now be
freed up to increase the amount of financial aid available to
college students in the form of federal grants.
According to the press release made by the Department of
Education, ending private bank involvement in federal student loans will save the government $4 billion per year.
The fear that such change will eliminate many privatesector jobs resonates even deeper during these alarming
economic times. As a result, it is important that while Obama
continues to make grand strides in boosting America’s higher
education, he might also consider a route that gives former
big bank employees opportunities in government jobs. Once
the Department of Education is inundated with new tasks
because of the need to distribute federal loans, many individuals from the private sector could be used to help implement
the new direct loan program.
Obama will do well to recognize the potential successes and
hardships his budget plan can usher in for the United States.
Achieving this feat will make his goals to finance education
and transfer the power of loan distribution potent enough to
fulfill the promises for change that won him the election.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of the Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Op-Ed welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles
on campus, national and international issues should be 800 to 1,200 words in length. Editorial cartoons and Op-Eds in the form of cartoons are also welcome. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to
appear in the Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material must be submitted via e-mail (oped@tuftsdaily.com) attached in .doc or .docx format.
Questions and concerns should be directed to the Op-Ed editors. The opinions expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Tufts Daily itself.
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Doonesbury
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Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

by

Wednesday’s solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Having only No. 1 seeds make the Final Four

Late Night at the Daily
Wednesday’s solution

“Sarah, you’re so fertile.”
~Jen

Please recycle this Daily
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2009-2010 FINANCIAL AID
DEADLINE
April 15th!!
Undergraduate Requirements:
FAFSA
CSS Profile
IDOC

save the date

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
https://profileonline.collegeboard.com
http://idoc.collegeboard.com

REAL Students: Submit the FAFSA, your 2008 Federal Income Taxes, W2s &
the REAL Application directly to the Financial Aid Office.
International Students: Submit the International Financial Aid Form & copies of
your parents’ income documentation directly to the Financial Aid Office.

S U N D AY, M AY 1 7, 2 0 0 9

Graduate Students: Submit the FAFSA online. Please contact your
individual school/department regarding grant aid requirements.

Need help? Have questions?

Commencement

Financial Aid Open House
March 30th, 6-8pm
Alumnae Lounge, Aidekman Arts Center

Visit our website at: commencement.tufts.edu
University Commencement Office telephone: 617.627.3636

*for undergraduate students

E-mail: commencement@tufts.edu

Drop-in Hours
Every Tuesday until April 15th from 3-6pm
Financial Aid Office, Dowling Hall
For further information and to download forms, go to:
http://uss.tufts.edu/finaid/apply/

Don’t forget to stop by the Campus Center on April 1,
during Senior Days, to pick up graduation announcements
and other commencement-related information.

Questions? Please contact Student Services at 617-627-2000 or studentservices@tufts.edu

The Leonard Carmichael Society Presents:

Leap Into Spring!

A week of Charity, Education, and Caring
March 27th – April 4th
Food Drive

- March 30th- April 5th
- Collecting non-perishable
food and donations to Catholic
charities of Somerville &
Somerville Homeless Coalition
- Collection boxes in dining
halls, campus center, and
academic buildings

SAT Book Drive

- March 30th – April 4th
- Bring your new and used
SAT Prep books to
collection boxes in
the Library and Campus
Center

HIV/AIDS Initiative Movie Screening
- Movie screening of “The Band Marches On”
Followed by a discussion and free dinner
- Thursday, April 2nd at 7:00 P.M. in Pearson 106

Need more information? Want to get involved?

NSP Tax Clinic

- Free tax clinics for Tufts
students and Faculty on
March 27th & 29th, 3-5 P.M.
in Eaton 207.
- Bring print cards!
- Please call (617)-591-9400
for any additional info

Kids Day

- LCS’s biggest event of the year!
- To sign up & help local children
email lcs.kidsday@gmail .com
-Sat. April 4th, 9 A.M. – 4 P.M.

Please contact us at LCSpublicity@gmail.com
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Women’s Track and Field

Fifth-place Nationals finish redeems
Jumbo squad after third at Regionals
by

Carly Helfand

Daily Editorial Board

After having finally taken down the
Williams Ephs for its first-ever regional title, the women’s track and field
team entered Feb. 20-21’s New England
Div. III Championships with hopes of
bringing home the crown for the second straight year. But things didn’t go
as planned for the Tufts squad, which
found itself in third place at the end
of the weekend behind Williams and a
surging MIT team in first.
See if anyone on the team is still
thinking about that now.
Over the next three weekends of
championship-season competition, the
Jumbos turned it up a notch, beating
both teams out at New England Open
Championships and besting Williams at
ECACs before capping off the season
with a fifth-place finish at NCAA Div.
III Championships, far better than any
other New England team could manage.
MIT tied for 16th, while Williams tied for
a distant 48th.
“At Div. III New Englands, we lost focus
in the middle of the meet,” coach Kristen
Morwick said. “We were able to rebound
in our last two relays, but [Williams is]
so distance-heavy that they had more
distance guns than we did at the end of
the meet ... We needed to do it early in the
meet, and we just didn’t, and there was
nothing we [could] do about it other than
do as well in the relays as we could.
“But our next two championships
were awesome,” Morwick continued.
“We did great at All-New Englands and
at ECACs and obviously at NCAAs, and
as it turned out, we were the far better

Courtesy Rose-Hulman Institute

see WOMEN’S TRACK, page 19

Freshman Nakeisha Jones had a standout year for the Jumbos, finishing fourth at NCAAs
to earn All-American honors in her first season.

Women’s Swimming and Diving

Men’s Swimming and Diving

Jumbos surge into record Broken records
books, complete historic year pile up for Tufts
in 2008-09 season
by

Alex Prewitt

Daily Editorial Board

After rewriting the record books in its best
season in years, the women’s swimming and
diving team can look back on this season as
one for the ages.
With three Jumbos competing at the
NCAA Div. III meet last weekend and earning 30th place as a team, Tufts solidified itself
as one of the top competitors in the New
England region after previously posting a
third-place finish in the stacked NESCAC.
The Jumbos went 8-1 in head-to-head
competition on the season, including key
wins over conference rivals Middlebury
and Conn. College, two teams that regularly challenge Tufts for the third-place
spot in the NESCAC behind powerhouses
Williams and Amherst, in the first meet of
the season. When it came to the Feb. 20
championships at Bowdoin, however, it
was all Jumbos in the pool.
At the meet, Tufts set records in 11 events,
and the Jumbos posted one conference title,
five second-place finishes and 10 NCAAqualifying times to earn their best finish
in the nine-year history of the women’s
NESCAC event.
“I think we had a fabulous season,” coach
Nancy Bigelow said. “We were 8-1, which is
a number we haven’t seen in a long time.
It’s like we won the NESCAC championship
because Amherst and Williams aren’t going
anywhere. It was an outstanding season,
certainly something you can’t complain
about at all. Once again, swimming is so
different from a game played in 20 minutes.
Williams is such a far superior team that
there’s no way we could beat them.”
“The team goals we set for ourselves
were that we wanted to beat Conn. and
Middlebury and finish third in NESCACs
and have an 8-1 season,” senior tri-captain

by

Amanda Chuzi

Senior Staff Writer

Katie Swett added. “We even accomplished
the little things, like cheering for each other
all the time.”
Sophomore Megan Kono singlehandedly stampeded through the Tufts record
books in the distance freestyle events, blowing away the competition in the 1,650-yard
freestyle en route to a NESCAC meet record
time of 17:11.91. Additionally, Swett had the
meet of her life, posting two NCAA B-cuts
and setting the all-time Jumbo mark in the
200-yard breaststroke.
Kono then went on a month later to place
17th in the mile swim, one spot away from
honorable mention All-American honors.
Swett came up a half-second short of the
Tufts record in her signature event, the 400yard IM, taking 13th at Nationals.

If there’s anything that the men’s swimming and diving team proved this season,
it was that it could raise the bar to a new
level and have fun doing it.
Just look at the numbers: an astounding
16 records were broken, 15 events made
National B cuts, the six swimmers who
attended NCAA Div. III Championships
were named All-American and nine
Jumbos were awarded all-NESCAC honors. Throughout these successes, the team
never forgot to enjoy itself.
“This season was incredible,” senior
quad-captain Ben Moskowitz said.
“Coming into the beginning of the year,
we all knew that the team was made up of
a great group of guys with a tremendous
amount of talent, and everyone really gave
their all.”
Tufts dominated in all but one conference meet, falling only to Williams, which
went on to win the NESCAC title for the
seventh year in a row. Though Tufts lost to
Williams by a mere 23 points, the closest
any other conference foe came to overtaking Tufts was Conn. College, which Tufts
defeated by a 100-point margin in the first
meet of the season.
At the NESCAC Championships,
in which Tufts broke 15 team records
and qualified six swimmers for NCAA
Championships, the Jumbos came in
second behind Williams, 1,538-1,775.5.
Among the standouts was senior quadcaptain James Longhurst, who broke a
school, NESCAC, NESCAC Championship

see WOMEN’S SWIMMING, page 18

see MEN’S SWIMMING, page 19
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Junior Lindsay Gardel earned All-American
status for the second consecutive year with
her fifth-place finish in the 1-meter dive.

David Heck | The Sauce

L

The
International
Pastime

ook up into the rafters of TD Banknorth
Garden, and you’ll see 17 banners that
have the words, “Boston Celtics, World
Champions.” Take a gander outside
Yankee Stadium and you’ll notice something
similar: the words “26-timeWorld Champions”
prominently displayed. And it makes me wonder, who ever declared the words “American”
and “world” to be synonyms?
As I was watching the championship
game of the World Baseball Classic — a game
between South Korea and Japan — former
Mets GM Steve Phillips, for the first time in
my recollection, made a point that I actually agreed with: Just because a team wins
at the highest level of professional sports in
our country doesn’t make that team a world
champion. Back 50 years ago, that may have
been the case. We were the best at baseball,
the best at basketball, the best at football. And
why wouldn’t we have been? We invented
these games — as such, the “American champion” was the “world champion.”
But that’s not the case anymore. With the
exception of football — a game that, despite
all its domestic success, has struggled mightily
to expand beyond our borders (see: Canadian
Football League, NFL Europe) — the rest of
the world has caught up to us.
A few years back, Bobby Valentine, the former Mets manager who went on to coach in
Japan, suggested that the World Series champion in the U.S. should play the Japanese
champion. And while it seemed like a cute
idea, nobody really took Bobby V seriously.
It was just another one of his team moraleboosting antics, like the time he was thrown
out of a game but came back into the dugout
wearing a fake mustache with glasses.
But as it turns out, Bobby V wasn’t lying;
Japan, along with several other countries, is
freaking good at baseball.
There have been two World Baseball Classic
tournaments, and there’s only been one champion: Japan. How’d the U.S. do? After failing to
make it out of the second round in the inaugural WBC, the States made it all the way to the
semifinals this time. Hey, that’s arguably better
than we’ve been in the Olympics. America
failed to medal in 2004, and last year, in baseball’s final appearance at the Games, it wasn’t
the U.S. taking gold (we managed bronze), but
South Korea.
And it’s not just baseball that has been
subject to globalization. Look at what’s been
happening in the NBA. The 2007-2008 season
featured 76 international players — about a
fifth of the league — from 31 countries and
territories. And these guys aren’t just playing
in the league; they’re dominating it. In the past
seven years, only two of the league MVPs have
been born on United States soil: Kobe Bryant
and Kevin Garnett. The Spurs, routinely the
team with the highest percentage of international players, have won three of the last six
titles. Do you think that’s a coincidence? It’s
not. And neither was America’s bronze medal
in basketball at the 2004 Olympics.
So how has the United States slipped so
much on the world stage? Well, first, let’s be fair
to America for a moment. The WBC is a tournament that takes place during spring training, when American players aren’t exactly at
the top of their game. And we never send our
best players to the Olympics because it takes
place in the middle of the MLB season. And
even though the U.S. was outclassed in basketball at the 2004 Games, that was probably a
function of poor team building; the “Redeem
Team,” a carefully constructed group of players, dominated the Olympics last year.
Still, there’s no denying that the capability
of the rest of the world in these traditionally
American sports is rapidly improving. For the
most part, they’re just as good as us, if not better. And frankly, there’s nothing we can really
do about it.
Well, that is unless we want to give them
some of their own medicine. International
soccer, here we come.

David Heck is a junior majoring in philosophy. He can be reached at David.Heck@
tufts.edu.
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Inside Men’s College Basketball

East and South’s top teams battle for Final Four berths
by

Ethan Landy

Daily Editorial Board

The dust has settled on the madness. In
this year’s NCAA Tournament, everything has
gone according to plan, in the East and South
regions at least. There are no fairy-tale teams in
the Sweet Sixteen, as the top four seeds in both
regions are playing into the second weekend.
On the right side of the bracket, that
includes three Big East teams — the
Pittsburgh Panthers, Villanova Wildcats and
Syracuse Orange — as well as two ACC rivals
in the North Carolina Tar Heels and Duke
Blue Devils. The Atlantic 10 regular-season
champion Xavier Musketeers, West Coast
Conference champion Gonzaga Bulldogs
and the former No. 2 team in the country, the
Oklahoma Sooners, will be joining the festivities as well.
The No. 1-seeded Panthers will be facing
the Musketeers in Boston, and Pittsburgh
appears to be the most vulnerable of the top
seeds. Pitt was the only No. 1 to be truly
tested by a 16-seed in the opening round, as
it was given all it could handle by the scrappy
East Tennessee State Buccaneers. It took a
superhuman effort from Big East Co-Player
of the Year sophomore DeJuan Blair, with 27
points and 16 rebounds, to make up for 18
Panther turnovers and save them the ignominy of becoming the first No. 1 team to lose
to a 16. And in round two, Blair’s late heroics
and senior forward Sam Young’s 32 points
helped stave off an upset at the hands of the
Oklahoma State Cowboys.
Xavier, then, has to like its chances of pulling off the upset after seeing Pitt squeak into
the round of 16. The Musketeers had little
trouble in their first two matchups and are
a strong defensive team that is balanced on
the offensive end. Still, matching up with the
inside power of Blair and Young will be a tough
task for coach Sean Miller’s team.
Another team that almost did not make it
past the first weekend was Gonzaga, which
needed a dramatic coast-to-coast layup from
freshman Demetri Goodson to get past the
Western Kentucky Hilltoppers. The Bulldogs

now meet a UNC team that has demolished
the opposition thus far and is arguably the
most talented team in the nation. The Tar
Heels have five players that average double
figures in scoring, led by last year’s National
Player of the Year senior Tyler Hansbrough’s
21.2 points a game. With jet-quick junior
point guard Ty Lawson finally looking healthy
and junior guard Wayne Ellington heating up
with an average of 24 points in the last three
games, the Tar Heels will leave the Bulldogs
hard-pressed to find a way to shut down the
third-best scoring team in the nation.
The more competitive matchups will feature the No. 2 and No. 3 seeds in both regions.
Duke is back in the Sweet Sixteen after a
two-year absence, in large part thanks to the
hot play of junior guard Gerald Henderson
and sophomore forward Kyle Singler. The
Wildcats, however, are coming off of a steamrolling of the UCLA Bruins and are getting
hot at the right time. Villanova also often plays
with multiple guards, meaning that Duke’s
man-to-man defense might have trouble containing penetration.
The one intangible in this game might
be the court at the TD Banknorth Garden.
Villanova played its first two games as the
virtual home team at the Wachovia Center
in Philadelphia, but it will now be on a truly
neutral floor.
Syracuse, the third seed in the South region,
might be the hottest team in the tournament.
The Orange have won nine of their last 10,
with the only loss coming to the No. 1 overall
seed Louisville Cardinals in the Big East tournament finals after playing in a six-overtime
win against the UConn Huskies and another
overtime win two days prior. It seems that all
of Syracuse’s talent is finally starting to take
shape on the court, and junior Eric Devendorf
and sophomore Jonny Flynn have saved their
best play for the stretch run.
Still, it won’t be easy to beat a Sooners team
that features the best player in the country,
sophomore Blake Griffin. The big man has
been sensational in the first two tournament
games, averaging over 30 points to go along
with 15 rebounds a game. This game will boil

MCT

Juniors Gerald Henderson (left) and Jon Scheyer celebrate Duke’s victory over Texas in the
second round of the NCAA Tournament. Duke’s five-point margin of victory was too close
for comfort for the second-seeded Blue Devils.
down to whether Syracuse can find a way to
contain Griffin both in the paint and, more
importantly, on the glass. If the Orange do
shut Griffin down, Oklahoma will need big
games from freshman guard Willie Warren
and senior guard Austin Johnson to have a

chance to advance.
The NCAA Tournament usually boils down
to the top teams in the country, but this year it
happened quicker than most imagined. The
cream of the crop will now try to separate itself
as 16 are whittled down to four.

Inside Men’s College Basketball

Top seeds looking to keep the ball rolling in West and Midwest
by

Alex Lach

Senior Staff Writer

MCT

Senior guard A.J. Price and the rest of the UConn Huskies will face Purdue
on Thursday in the Sweet Sixteen. With two dominant performances
under their belts, the Huskies have proven their worth as a No. 1 seed.

A quick glance at the eight
remaining teams in the West and
Midwest regions of the men’s NCAA
Tournament reveals a who’s who of
college basketball. Four of the eight
coaches heading into Sweet Sixteen
play — Louisville Cardinals coach
Rick Pitino, UConn Huskies coach
Jim Calhoun, Kansas Jayhawks
coach Bill Self and Michigan State
Spartans coach Tom Izzo — have
championship rings on their fingers.
Four teams this year — Louisville, the
Missouri Tigers, the Memphis Tigers
and the Purdue Boilermakers —
won their conference tournaments.
And the highest remaining seed in
the tournament, the only team not
mentioned in either of the previous categories, is the lowly No. 12
Arizona Wildcats, who have danced
in March for 25 straight years.
A trip to the Final Four is
only a weekend away, and with
the top three seeds prevailing
in every region, the theme of
the tournament so far has been
nothing but chalk.
No team in the tournament has
looked more unbeatable than the
University of Connecticut. After
the Huskies’ heartbreaking and
historic six-overtime loss to the
Syracuse Orange in the Big East
Tournament, doubts followed
UConn and rekindled memories
of recent postseason failures. But
after trouncing the Chattanooga
Mocs 103-47 and cruising by a solid
Texas A&M Aggies team, 92-66, the
Huskies look poised for a trip to
the Final Four. Their two most consistent players all season, seniors
A.J. Price and Jeff Adrien, have both
elevated their play in the tournament, and freshman Kemba Walker
has provided a spark off the bench.
They have achieved early tournament success largely without star

junior center Hasheem Thabeet,
who has yet to play to his potential,
especially on the defensive end with
just four blocks in two games. Their
matchup with Purdue, who plays
the physical brand of ball typical
of Big 10 teams, should provide an
opportunity for Thabeet to make
amends for his struggles in certain
rough-and-tumble matchups (see:
Blair, DeJuan).
While UConn has proven worthy of its No. 1 seed, the same can
be said about Louisville. While
the Pitino-led Cardinals have not
been as dominant as the Huskies,
the difficulties they faced against
the Siena Saints, and their ability
to respond, will only make them
a better team. The matchup with
the Saints provided more evidence
as to why senior Terrence Williams
may be the most complete player
in the country. While he only averaged a shade less than 13 points
per game during the regular season on such a deep, talented team,
the forward exploded for 24 points
and 15 rebounds on Sunday. But
more important than the stats was
the composure Williams showed as
he made clutch play after clutch
play, showing a killer instinct that
Louisville will need if the Cardinals
are to win their first title since 1986.
Louisville’s Sweet Sixteen opponent, Arizona, is the closest this
tournament has to a Cinderella
story. The Wildcats have vindicated
the Selection Committee’s decision
to make them one of the last entries
into the tournament. But this team
is not a typical 12-seed. The trio of
juniors Jordan Hill, Chase Budinger
and Nic Wise provide as much talent as any threesome in the country.
While the team has been inconsistent all season, the Cardinals
certainly have the ability to compete with the higher seeds, even
Louisville. Ultimately, the game
will come down to Arizona’s abil-

ity to cope with Louisville’s press,
something few teams have been
able to handle well this season. But
if the Wildcats find a way to succeed against the pressure, like Siena
did in the second half, it could be
a much closer game than Pitino
would like.
Memphis brings the nation’s longest active winning streak, now at
25 games, to Glendale to face Big 12
Tournament champion Missouri.
Memphis possesses two of the most
experienced players in the country in juniors Robert Dozier and
Antonio Anderson. The two were
crucial parts of last year’s run to the
final game, and freshman Tyreke
Evans has lived up to the potential he showed as a highly touted
prep player. The battle of the Tigers
pits two of the nation’s most athletic
teams against each other. The combination of seniors DeMarre Carroll
and Leo Lyons down low gives
Missouri plenty of post presence,
but the ability to stop Anderson’s
playmaking abilities off the dribble
will be imperative for Mizzou.
Finally, in the Midwest’s 2-3 contest, Kansas will continue its quest to
defend its crown against Michigan
State, a game that will showcase two
of college basketball’s most explosive point guards. Jayhawk junior
guard Sherron Collins has been one
of the tournament’s most dynamic
scorers so far, putting up 32 and
25 points, respectively, in the first
two rounds. At 5’11”, the junior has
the quickness to blow by anyone.
And while MSU’s sophomore Kalin
Lucas struggled during the first two
games, he is a threat whenever and
wherever he gets the ball.
Expect this weekend to follow
the script that last weekend did:
not many surprises, but high-level,
intense basketball. What the rest
of the tournament may lack in
underdog intrigue, it will make up
in star power.
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Inside the NHL

Islanders have help on the way with draft on the horizon
by

Korin Hasegawa-John
Senior Staff Writer

Al Arbour would be very disappointed. The current iteration of the New York
Islanders hardly resembles the franchise
that rattled off four straight Stanley Cups in
the beginning of the 1980s. The only things
common between Arbour’s dynasty and
the 2009 Islanders are the uniform colors
and Nassau Coliseum.
The Islanders are the worst team in the
NHL. They are so bad that their points
leader is a defenseman. Mark Streit leads
the team with 53 points in 67 games and
is having an excellent season after signing
with the Islanders last summer. His defense
has improved tremendously, he can move
the puck well and he has a plus-8 plus/
minus on a team that allows far more goals
than it scores. But he is still a defenseman,
and he is still the points leader on the Isles
by 17 points. Put another way, the best forward on the Islanders is Doug Weight, who
has just 36 points (and a minus-12 plus/
minus). Not a recipe for success.
As a result of their sustained efforts
at less than mediocrity this season, the
Islanders are in line for a very nice present on draft day. They have a 25 percent
chance of winning the NHL’s draft lottery
for the No. 1 overall pick, and this season,
that pick is huge, both literally and figuratively. The first-overall pick is likely to be
John Tavares or Victor Hedman.
Hedman is a gigantic human being, a
6’6” defenseman who has spent the last
two years playing for Modo in the Swedish
Elitsieren, Sweden’s top league. Hedman is
just a boy playing in a man’s league at 19
years old, but he’s shown that he’s ready for
the next level with 21 points in 43 games
this season. He moves the puck very well,
skates effectively for a big man and plays
on the top defensive pairing for Modo as
well as the power play and penalty kill.
The only real question for Hedman concerns his physicality. Hedman has always
been the biggest kid on the ice, so his size
has been more of a passive advantage
rather than an actively managed asset.

MCT

Evidence that the New York Islanders need to select a playmaker at the top of this year’s NHL
draft: defenseman Mark Streit, right, leads the team in points.
The Elitsieren is a relatively soft league,
however, unlike the Finnish Elite League,
and physical play is not as prevalent.
Making the transition could be tricky, but
Hedman’s outstanding size should insure
that he does not get pushed around.
Hedman would fit in extremely well on
the island. He is NHL-ready now, and he
was probably NHL-ready last season. The
Islanders’ best defenseman after Streit is

Thanks to exciting underclassmen,
future appears bright for Jumbo team
WOMEN’S SWIMMING
continued from page 15

Additionally, the NESCAC meet saw the
emergence of numerous star freshmen on
the Tufts roster, whose experience will certainly help tremendously in years to come.
First-year Courtney Adams was part of four
record-breaking swims at Bowdoin, setting
the new Tufts record in the 100-yard backstroke (1:00.18) as well as taking part in the
400-yard medley relay, the 200-yard freestyle
relay and the 800-yard freestyle relay.
Classmate Valerie Eacret, who helped comprise the record-setting 400 medley, the 400yard freestyle relay and the 800-yard freestyle
relay at the NESCAC meet, set the new Tufts
record in both the 50- and 100-yard butterfly
events over the course of the season, while
freshman Katie Russell finished the 1,000-yard
freestyle in 10:30.21 to capture third place and
yet another Jumbo record.
Making up nearly half of the Jumbos’
gigantic roster, the freshmen steadily put up
points throughout the season, all of which
were instrumental in propelling Tufts to its
best regular-season record in over 10 years.
First-years Annie Doisneau and Paulina Ziolek
also had an outstanding NESCAC meet, taking
part in the 200-yard freestyle relay along with
Adams and sophomore Maureen O’Neill to
shatter the previous Jumbo mark, while Ziolek
also was part of the 400 free relay.
The incoming class set the tone early in
Tufts’ first meet against Conn. College and
Middlebury, as four freshmen either finished
first or second in individual events. Depth
from a strong freshman class coupled with
veteran leadership was a theme that remained
constant over the course of the season.
Yet the accolades for the Jumbos were not
restricted to the swimmers, as a quartet of divers enjoyed a steady flow of success this year.
Junior Lindsay Gardel continued the tradition
of All-American Tufts diving, earning honors
for the second consecutive year at the NCAA
meet with a personal-best fifth in the 1-meter
competition last Friday. At the NESCAC meet,
additionally, Gardel finished second in both
the 1- and 3-meter dives.

Joining Gardel at the meet were freshman
Rachel Lew and junior Jamie Ryan who, in
addition to junior Kelsey Bell, formed the diving corps that helped solidify many of the dual
meet victories that Tufts enjoyed this year.
A large part of the success can be attributed
to the exceptional camaraderie the Jumbos
demonstrated on and off the pool deck.
Regularly striving to be the “loudest team”
during any given meet, Bigelow’s squad came
together in ways she has never seen before.
“Coming together was definitely one of
their team goals, and I think they work hard
on being good teammates,” she said. “It wasn’t
just the captains, it was just the whole senior
class and a good junior class that took the time
to step up and lead forward. They meshed
and melded well. When one person didn’t
have strength in a certain swim, someone else
stepped up.”
And although a winter break training trip
filled with two-a-day practices may seem
daunting, the Jumbos used it as a catalyst, coming back from their Puerto Rico stint clearly
stronger both mentally and physically, propelling them to their historic NESCAC finish.
“We’ve been building toward this for the
past couple years, and we were all on the same
page,” Swett said. “We got everyone excited
early and everyone knew where we wanted
to go. A common purpose drew us together.
We’re a close group of friends together, even
outside the pool.”
While the Jumbos graduate numerous key
swimmers, most notably Swett and fellow tricaptains Liz Frenette and Kayla Burke, Tufts
has experienced juniors waiting in the wings
to fill the void. The dive team will return all
of its members, while the swim team figures
to post another impressive season thanks to
its freshmen. All told, while the 2008-09 season was one for the history books, next year
should be even better.
“We’re definitely going to miss these girls
who are leaving because they set examples
regarding both swimming fast and being good
leaders,” Bigelow said. “They’re so enjoyable
and such great kids. Even if we hadn’t been
8-1, they’re just great people.”

probably 24-year-old rookie Bruno Gervais,
who has no business being much higher
than the third pairing at this point in his
career. Hedman would fill a huge hole in
the Islanders’ back end and would make an
immediate impact.
Still, if the Islanders manage the first
overall pick in the draft lottery, they will
almost certainly draft Tavares. Tavares is
the best Major Junior player of the last

5

decade, and he might be the best Major
Junior player since Gretzky. He spent most
of his junior time playing with the Oshawa
Generals and the London Knights of the
OHL and has excellent vision on the ice, a
great wrist shot and outrageous stick-handling ability. He’s not just a goal scorer, with
nearly an assist-per-game pace in juniors.
Add in some size, at 6’0”, 200 pounds, and
Tavares looks like a future NHL superstar.
Tavares has absolutely dominated the
OHL. At age 16, he scored 134 points for
the Generals in 67 regular-season games
and added another 19 points in nine
playoff games. Tavares is so talented
that his campaign at 17 years old was a
disappointing season with118 points in
59 games.
In fact, that’s the major knock on Tavares.
He has the talent and the size and pretty
much everything under the sun, but he
has dropped off a bit this season. His production has been slightly down, with 104
points in 56 games. That’s a worrying sign
for the Islanders and may steer them in
Hedman’s direction on draft day.
There’s a distinct possibility that Tavares
has outgrown the OHL and needs to move
on to bigger and better things to keep his
edge sharp. He’s already a better player
than the Tampa Bay Lightning’s Steven
Stamkos, last year’s first overall pick.
Stamkos went straight to the NHL and
has put up 38 points in a season that
has focused on development. Note that
Stamkos would be leading the Islanders in
points by a forward, and his 18 goals would
also be the best on the team, so Tavares will
be the Islanders’ best forward the minute
he is drafted.
The Islanders have so many holes, and
Hedman and Tavares are so talented, that
it’s basically impossible for them to go
wrong selecting either one. The nod has
to go to Tavares since he is a generational
talent in the OHL and should immediately
provide the Islanders’ tepid offense with
a massive boost. Tavares is just the sort of
franchise cornerstone that the Islanders
need in order to begin the long, hard journey back to the glory days of the 1980s.

DAILY DIGITS

Both the number of athletes from the
men’s track and field team to achieve
All-American status and the distance
medley relay (DMR) team’s seeding entering the NCAA Div. III Championship.
Finishing in third place, the DMR squad
of senior Phil Rotella and juniors Jesse
Faller, Scott Brinkman and Billy Hale
ran a 10:04:25 to secure All-American
honors. Placing sixth in the high jump,
senior quad-captain James Bradley
earned All-American status as well.

1.000

Softball senior right fielder Maya Ripecky’s
slugging percentage over the first 12 games
of the season. That means on average, with
each at-bat, Ripecky reaches first base. Hitting .525, Ripecky has racked up 13 runs
and 15 RBI and was recently named NESCAC
Player of the Week. Over spring break’s
matchup with Greenville, Ripecky rocketed
in a two-run homer to knot the game at 6
in the sixth inning. Going into extra innings,
Ripecky finished off the competition, bringing
in the game-winning run in the eighth inning
on a fielder’s choice.

26
The Tufts men’s lacrosse team broke a
nine-year-old record Monday, scoring 26
times in a 26-3 shellacking of Mt. Ida.
On the way to their sixth-straight win to
start the season, the Jumbos assembled
a 16-0 lead at the half and a 19-0
lead before the Mustangs finally broke
through with their first goal of the game.
Leading the Jumbos’ offensive onslaught
was senior tri-captain Clem McNally,
who registered five goals and an assist to
make him the team’s leading goal scorer
with 23 on the season.

13

The Cleveland State Vikings’ seeding
in the men’s NCAA Tournament. In
arguably the biggest upset in the Dance
so far, the Vikings swamped the No. 4
Wake Forest Demon Deacons 84-69.
Despite falling in the second round to
No. 12 Arizona on Sunday, the Vikings
exceeded expectations in their second
tournament appearance since 1986,
when they upset Bob Knight’s Indiana
Hoosiers in the first round.

31.69
Already celebrated as one of the game’s
greatest players, LeBron James is looking
to set himself apart from the rest of the
NBA yet again. The number 31.69 refers to
James’ PER (player efficiency rating), a statistic that compresses all of an individual’s
numbers into a single figure. Since 1973,
only Michael Jordan has ever recorded a
number over 31, which he did on four occasions. With a strong final month, James
has a shot at surpassing MJ’s record-setting
PER of 31.89.

552
On Tuesday, March 17, the New Jersey
Devils defeated the Chicago Blackhawks 3-2 for their eighth win in nine
games. More importantly, though, the
win marked the biggest milestone in
the career of Devil’s long-time starting
goaltender Martin Brodeur: career win
number 552. With the win, Brodeur
became the winingest NHL goaltender
of all time, surpassing hall-of-famer
Patrick Roy’s previous high mark.
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Housing

3 BR Capen St. Apt.
Large 3 BR APT 6 rooms in nice
condition at 3 Capen St with
parking, hardwood floors, eat-in
kitchen, 2 porches, sun. Washer
and dryer in basement. Available
6/1/09 for $2100 a month. Call
781-956-5868 for details or e-mail
gosox08@mac.com

4 Bedroom Apt.
Available June 1, 2009
4BR/2Bath, two blocks from Tufts.
16 Hillsdale Rd.
$2,400/mo., hardwood floors,
excellent condition. Coin-op laundry in basement. Easy on-street
parking. Off-street: $50.
please call : Peter at 617.629.0269
or email: demasi.peter@gmail.com

3 Bedroom Apt.
Large sunny apartment Boston
Ave. 6 big rooms, 2 porches, hardwood floors, eat-in kitchen, living
room, and dinning room. Great
storage. Off street parking for 3
cars. W/D in basement. $1750/mo
plus utilities. Available 6/1/09. Call
781-956-5868 or Email: Gosox08@
mac.com

19

Sports

Housing

Housing

3 Bedroom 2 Bath Apt.
Amazing location 2 blocks from
Tufts, newly renovated, stunningly
beautiful. Huge sunny rooms, 2
new bathrooms, new hardwood
floors, new designer windows.
New heating, electric, kitchen.
Parking negotiable. Available Sept.
1 $1900 No fees. Please call (781)
396-4675

3 and 4 Bedroom Appartments
(781) 863-0440 No Fees. $525$645/BR. Clean modern apartments next to Tufts on quiet
street. New washer & dryer.
Large modern kitchens with new
refrigerators, dishwashers and oak
cabinets. Bathrooms remodeled.
Hardwood floors, front and back
porches, garages.

3 Bedroom Apartment
One block from Tufts on Chetwynd
Road. Living Room, modern
kitchen, front and back porch. Free
Laundry. $1800/mo. Call (617) 3545170 or (617) 776-9007 and ask for
Simeon

Services

Wanted

Wanna Talk?
If you are having a bad day, going
through a break up, stressing out,
or just need someone to listen, we
are here from 7pm to 7am every
day of the week. Just call us at
(617) 627-3888 or AIM tuftsE4P.

Sperm Donors Needed
Cambridge.
Up to 1200 dollars a month.
Healthy MEN, wanted for
California Cryobanks sperm donor
program. APPLY ONLINE www.
spermbank.com

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $10 per week with Tufts ID or $20 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the
insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an
overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Freshman Jones earns All-American honors in triple jump in first Nationals
WOMEN’S TRACK

continued from page 15

team at NCAAs than any New England
squad. To finish fifth in the nation,
which is better than we did last year,
was particularly great.”
Nationals served as the crowning achievement for the team, which
earned its second-straight distance
medley relay (DMR) championship.
Sophomore Amy Wilfert, senior Halsey
Stebbins and senior tri-captain Jackie
Ferry joined sophomore Stephanie
McNamara on the DMR squad, filling
in for the decorated trio of Katy O’Brien
(EN ‘08) and former tri-captains Cat
Beck (LA ‘08) and Kaleigh Fitzpatrick
(LA ‘08), who among them collected
over 10 All-American awards between
indoor and outdoor track combined
over the course of their careers.
“After graduating such significant
seniors last year and All-Americans,
I think we sort of were looking at this

up against my competition, but it was
just an amazing feeling.”
But the team’s younger talent wasn’t
exclusive to the field events. Led by
McNamara and Wilfert, several underclassmen played vital roles for the
Jumbo squad.
“There were so many other freshmen
that added depth to the team in places
where we really need it,” Morwick said.
“To step into a situation in college where
it’s new and not knowing the competition, they were awesome. I can’t say
enough about them.
“It only means good things,” Morwick
continued. “You’re putting freshmen and
sophomores into pressure situations
early in their career, and by the time
they are juniors and seniors, it’s going
to be easier for them and it sets a good
example for people coming in — ‘This is
what you do as a freshman, this is what
we did, you can do it and you don’t have
to be intimidated’. It’s huge.”

“Of course we could be a little stronger, but I feel that in every field event,
we do have someone who definitely represents the school very well and can
compete with the other top competitors
from other schools,” Jones said.
“That sets the tone a little bit that no
one group is responsible for the success of the team,” Morwick said. “That’s
great. Everyone now has to pull their
weight and by having a more balanced
attack, everyone has to strategize against
our team.”
In addition to Jones and Collins,
freshman pole vaulter Heather Theiss
had a breakout season, setting a new
Tufts record and just missing out on an
NCAA qualifier.
“It was a great feeling, just knowing
that freshmen usually don’t contribute
that much,” Theiss said. “It made me feel
good just to know that I was helping out
the team … I didn’t expect it because I
didn’t really know how I would measure

year as a rebuilding year, but as the season went on, the goals were set a little
higher,” Morwick said.
Freshman Nakeisha Jones also garnered All-American accolades with a
fourth-place finish in the triple jump,
while classmate Dayorsha Collins took
11th in the high jump.
“It was a good ending to a great
season,” Jones said. “Basically to be a
part of that and to go to Nationals as
a freshman, it was just a wonderful
experience.”
While Morwick’s team couldn’t replace
its graduated standouts on the running
side, the Jumbos instead worked to
transform a weaker field events group.
Jones’ and Collins’ presence at Nationals
served as a testament to the comparative balance achieved between the runners and the field event specialists this
season, as they became the first two
field event specialists to represent the
Jumbos at the meet since 2004.

Young Jumbo swimmers appear primed to for success in years to come
MEN’S SWIMMING
continued from page 15

and pool record by swimming the
50-yard breaststroke in 25.82 seconds. Additionally, the 200-yard
medley relay team of freshman E.J.
Testa, Longhurst, senior quad-captain Andrew Shields and freshman
Owen Rood shattered the NESCAC
record for the event, qualifying for
NCAAs with a time of 1:31:04. Other
Jumbos qualified for NCAA B cuts
in 15 total events.
“One of our goals this season
was to make sure that everyone in
the NESCAC knew that we meant
business when we came to swim,
and we definitely accomplished
that goal,” Moskowitz said. “Seeing
our hard work pay off at NESCACs
was validation for all of the hard
work we did throughout the year.”
The team’s divers also played
an increasingly important role this
season. Junior Rob Matera, sopho-

more Trevor Stack and freshman
Alex Freedman performed consistently well even against tough
opponents, such as BU and MIT.
Over a weekend in which Tufts had
back-to-back meets against these
Div. I teams, Matera took first place
in the 1- and 3-meter dives against
MIT and the 3-meter dive against
BU, qualifying for Nationals. At
NESCAC Championships, Matera
and Stack took second and fifth
in the 1-meter dive and second
and seventh in the 3-meter dive,
respectively.
“Both Trevor and Rob dove very
well,” Longhurst said. “They were
both up against really hard competition, and they were able to perform up there with the best.”
“The divers really held up their
end of the team,” sophomore Gordy
Jenkins added.
But despite his diving success, Stack still acknowledges

the fact that it was a total team
effort that led the Jumbos to
their historic season.
“Our team is built on overall
team strength more than anything
else, and while we have people
who consistently win events, it’s
our depth that really lets us do
well at NESCACs and against Div. I
schools,” Stack said. “[Coach Adam
Hoyt] also does a good job of getting lots of talent to swim here, and
the success of the swim team over
the past few years reflects that.”
Both the senior veterans and the
freshmen were key to the team’s
successes this season. Shields,
who qualified for NCAAs in 2006
as a freshman, currently holds the
school record in the 200-yard freestyle relay and the 400-yard freestyle relay, which were set at NCAAs
last weekend. Shields had broken
the record for the 100-yard freestyle at NESCACs, but freshman

Owen Rood re-broke the record at
NCAAs by swimming the event in
45.53 seconds. After his rookie season, Rood already holds three team
records and the NESCAC record for
the 200-yard medley relay.
If all goes according to plan, the
Jumbos will continue to bring in
young talent to build a team that
will compete for the NESCAC title

next year and in years to come.
“As seniors, we have tried to set a
good example for the future classes,
and hopefully they both meet and
exceed the expectations we have
set for them,” Moskowitz said. “The
future of Tufts swimming is very
bright. I can only imagine that the
team will continue to swim fast and
break the records we have set.”

Eating Disorder Treatment
Treatment of Adults
Suffering from Anorexia and
Bulimia Nervosa
For the most effective treatment and highest staff-to-client ratio in New
England, informed clinicians refer their clients to Laurel Hill Inn. We
provide extensive programming in a highly structured and supervised
non-institutional therapeutic setting. Evening, day, residential, and aftercare
programs in West Medford and West Somerville. Call Linda at
781 396-1116 or visit our web site at www.laurelhillinn.com.

STATISTICS | STANDINGS
Men's Lacrosse

Women's Lacrosse

(6-0, 3-0 NESCAC)

NESCAC OVERALL

NESCAC OVERALL

Bowdoin
Tufts
Colby
Middlebury
Wesleyan
Amherst
Trinity
Williams
Bates
Conn. College

W
3
3
2
2
2
1
1
1
0
0

L W
0 4
0 6
1 4
1 3
1 5
2 3
2 4
2 1
3 1
3 2

L
1
0
1
1
1
2
2
3
5
4

Individual Statistics
G A P

D.J. Hessler
Clem McNally
Ryan Molloy
Matt Witko
Mike Droesch
Doug DiSesa
Kevin McCormick
Sean Kirwan
Jamie Atkins
Kevin Williams
Team

14
23
16
7
2
4
5
5
4
3
103

20
4
9
1
6
3
1
1
2
2
67

34
27
25
8
8
7
6
6
6
5
170

Goaltending
Matt Harrigan
Bryan Petillo

GA
37
3

Sv S%
55 .598
8 .727

Middlebury
Amherst
Colby
Trinity
Tufts
Williams
Bates
Wesleyan
Bowdoin
Conn. College

W
3
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
0
0

L
0
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
3
3

W
4
3
4
5
4
4
4
3
3
2

L
0
2
1
1
1
1
2
3
3
4

Individual Statistics
G A P

NESCAC

USILA Div. III Men’s Lax

Softball

Baseball

as of Mar. 23, 2009

(12-0, 0-0 NESCAC East)

(2-9, 0-0 NESCAC East)

(4-1, 2-1 NESCAC)

OVERALL

NESCAC

OVERALL

East
Bates
Bowdoin
Colby
Trinity
Tufts

W
0
0
0
0
0

L
0
0
0
0
0

T W L
0 2 6
0 10 8
0 0 0
0 8 2
0 2 9

T
0
0
0
0
0

East
Bates
Bowdoin
Colby
Trinity
Tufts

W
0
0
0
0
0

L
0
0
0
0
0

T W L
0 2 6
0 11 5
0 0 0
0 6 6
0 12 0

T
0
0
0
0
0

West
Amherst
Hamilton
Middlebury
Wesleyan
Williams

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

West
Amherst
Hamilton
Middlebury
Wesleyan
Williams

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

7
3
0
5
0

3
4
0
7
1

Individual Statistics
AVG HR RBI

Amanda Roberts
Emily Johnson
Chrissie Attura
Lara Kozin
Courtney Thomas
Jenna Abelli
Maya Shoham
Stephanie Perez
Casey Egan
Sterling Champion
Team

16
15
6
7
9
9
3
4
2
2
76

4
4
12
6
2
1
5
2
2
0
41

20
19
18
13
11
10
8
6
4
2
117

Ben Walkley
Sam Sager
Corey Pontes
Anthony Fucillo
David Leresche
Caleb Sims
Alex Perry
Ian Goldberg
Eric Catalanotti
Nate Bankoff
Team

.455
.455
.375
.357
.353
.333
.238
.235
.235
.231
.268

1
0
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
3

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
38

Goaltending
Sara Bloom
Alexis Germain

GA
41
6

Sv
43
1

S%
.412
.143

Pitching
Chris DeGoti
Mike Stefaniak

W L ERA SO
0 0 4.70 9
1 0 5.23 5

7
0
0
5
0

2
8
0
8
0

Individual Statistics
AVG HR RBI
3
0
0
0
2
0
0
1
1
1
9

15
2
6
2
7
7
4
13
2
9
77

Maya Ripecky
Alison Drobiarz
Roni Herbst
Laura Chapman
Cara Hovhanessian
Christy Tinker
Samantha Kuhles
Danielle Lopez
Mira Leiman-Sifry
Casey Sullivan
Team

.525
.467
.463
.381
.371
.351
.351
.333
.308
.286
.358

Pitching
Izzie Santone
Lauren Galmetti

W L ERA SO
6 0 0.25 15
5 0 2.45 17

Ranking, team (No. 1 votes)
1. Salisbury (14)
2. Stevenson
3. Roanoke
4. Ithaca
5. Endicott
6. Washington and Lee
7. Cortland
8. Washington College
9. Tufts

IWLCA Div. III Women’s Lax
as of Mar. 17, 2009

Ranking, team (No. 1 votes)
1. Hamilton (14)
2. Salisbury (6)
3. Franklin and Marshall
4. Middlebury
5. The College of New Jersey
6. Gettysburg
7. Tufts
8. Babson
9. Union

NFCA Div. III Softball
as of Mar. 18, 2009

Ranking, team (No. 1 votes)
1. Wisconsin-Whitewater (7)
2. Louisiana College
3. Texas-Tyler
4. St. Thomas (Minn.)
5. Wisconsin-Eau Claire
6. Luther
7. Emory
8. Willamette
12. Tufts
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