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MASSACHUGETTS GASP JOINS NATIONAL LOBBY DAY 
TO SUPPORT BAN ON SMOKING ON AIRLINES. 

G F O U ~  Againsk Smoking P o l l u t i o n  (GASP) o f  Massachuse t t s ,  a 
2200-member, non-profi t  o rgan iza t ion  dledicated t o  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  
h e a l t h  and a i g h t s  of' nonsmokers, w i l l  a lc t ive ly  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
National  Lobby Day f o r  a Ban on Smoking on A i r l i n e s .  GASP 
Attornley and Stabs  House Dobbydst Edward L. Sweda, Jr. and staff 
member James V. Palmer w i l l  a t t e n d  t h e  9:30 A.M. p r e s s  conference  
a t  Room 538 o f  t h e  Senate  Dirksen Building and then  j o i n  
a c t i v i s t s  faom around t h e  coun t ry  who w i l l  lobby t h e i r  Senators .  

Sweda, who e a r l i e r  t h i s  yea r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  lobbied  t h e  
Massachuset ts  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  adopt  a r e s o l u t i o n  u rg ing  Congress 
t o  adlopt a ban on smoking om a i r l P n e s ,  s a i d  t h a t  a ban was an 
idlea whose time had come. "The pub l i c  is diemanding smoke-free 
f l i g h t s , "  Sweda s a i d ,  no t ing  a r e c e n t  s tudy  by t h e  American 
Associa t ion  f o r  Respi ra tory  Care which showed 64 pe rcen t  of t h e  
more than  33,000 a i r l i n e  passengers surveyed f avor ing  an 
i n - f l i g h t  smoking ban. 

"We a r e  g a e a t l y  encouraged by t h e  House of  Represen ta t ives t  
vo te  i n  J u l y  i n  flavor of an amendment t o  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
a~ppropa ia t ions  b i l l  p r o h i b i t i n g  smoking on f l i g h t s  o f  two hours  
o r  l e s s , "  Sweda continued.  9 of t h e  111 members of t h e  
!4assa1chusetts de l egg t ion  voted i n  f a v o r  o f  t h a t  amendment. 

Sweda predic ted  t h a t  GASP members and o t h e r s  w i l l  send many 
te legrams,  letters and telephone cal ls  t o  Sena to r s  EUward M. 
Kennedy and John F. Kerry t o  s o l i d i f y  t h e i r  suppor t  f o r  
smoke-free f l i g h t s .  "Af ter  a l l  ," Jweda concluded,  "&t w5lL t a k e  
a d~eterrminled e d f o r t  by groups  and i n d i v i d u a l s  a c t i n g  i n  t h e  
i n t e r e s t  o f  pub l i c  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  t o  overaome t h e  tobacco 
lobby. GASP of Massachuset ts  is here  i n  Washington today t o  heUp 
accomglisM t h i s  v i t a l  goal . "  


