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Muhammad Yunus
to deliver Deans
Lecture on April 20
This year’s Deans Lecture will
feature developmental economist
and Nobel Peace Prize recipient
Muhammad Yunus, the university
announced last week.
Tickets are free for the event, which
will be held in Cohen Auditorium at
4:00 p.m. on April 20.
Yunus is known for pioneering the use of microcredit — giving small loans to those not eligible for traditional loans — by
founding Bangladesh’s Grameen
Bank in 1976. He will cover this
among other topics in his talk,
titled “Social Business Can Address
Pressing Social Problems.”
To preview the event, the
documentary “To Catch a Dollar:
Muhammad Yunus Banks on
America” will be screened in the
Sophia Gordon Multipurpose Room
at 7:30 p.m. on April 19. The
screening will be followed by a
question-and-answer period with
Gayle Ferraro, the filmmaker.
—by Nina Goldman

Kupcu receives social responsibility award
by Josh

Weiner

Senior Staff Writer

Maria Figueroa Kupcu (LA ’93), a director of the global communications company
Brunswick Group LLC, last night was awarded the 2012 Boryana Damyanova Award
for Corporate Social Responsibility in an
event sponsored by the Institute for Global
Leadership and the Advisory Committee for
Endowment Responsibility (ACER).
Kupcu delivered a lecture after receiving
the award. She addressed how the ongoing
shift towards corporate sustainability first
gained momentum while she was a student
at Tufts, and cited how students built a fullsized model of Jumbo out of recycled cans to
promote recycling.
People around the world were making use
of the Internet and social media to persuade
companies to become more sustainable, just
as they were using these tools to protest the
South African Apartheid, Kupcu said. This
activism paid off in 1993, when Ben & Jerry’s
became the first major company to publish a
“corporate responsibility report,” in which its
products were evaluated from an eco-friendly standpoint. Many other companies were
quick to follow suit.
“The idea of transparency has been a driving force behind this push for corporate sustainability,” Kupcu said. “Companies want to
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Maria Figueroa Kupcu (LA ‘93) last night was awarded the 2012 Boryana Damyanova Award
for Corporate Social Responsibility.
publicize their data so that others may scrutinize and evaluate it. They don’t want to create
a public boycott or backlash from an NGO.”
Kupcu explained that, as the world’s population increases, the need for companies to
create sustainable products and act in an ecofriendly manner has become more urgent.
But she added that corporations can face
many obstacles in making that transition.

IGL to host annual Inquiry program
by Josh

Weiner

Senior Staff Writer

The Institute for Global
Leadership (IGL) this Thursday
through Saturday will be hosting
Inquiry, its annual global issues simulation program for high school students, which this year will address
recent issues in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo.
Roughly 200 high school students from Boston, New York,
Chicago and other cities will gather
for a conference in Olin Center and
Cabot Auditorium addressing the
various wars and hostilities that
have endured in the Congo during the past 15 years, which have
also spilled over into surrounding
African nations.
Inquiry’s topic is consistent with
the Education for Public Inquiry
and International Citizenship
(EPIIC) program’s focus this year on
“Conflict in the 21st Century.” EPIIC
colloquium students will serve as
facilitators for the program, meeting individually with groups of high
school students to ask them challenging questions on subjects pertinent to the Congo, such as how
power transitions can be made in
the region; whether outside armies,
criminal courts and non-governmental organizations should intervene; and how to do all of this in a
productive, non-violent manner.
“We will be representing committees who will be asking questions
while not providing answers,” EPIIC
colloquium member Jessica Wilson,
a sophomore, said. “The students
will have to come up with the solutions themselves, if possible.”
The event will begin on Thursday
with a keynote address by Peter
see INQUIRY, page 2
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To illustrate this argument, Kupcu used the
SunChips brand as an example.
“Some SunChips are made from plants
that are only powered by solar energy,” Kupcu
explained. “The company is making the transition to have all of its plants grown in the
same manner.”
see RESPONSIBILITY, page 2

Cummings School
earns re-accreditation
by

Nina Goldman

Daily Editorial Board

The Cummings School of
Veterinary Medicine was successfully re-accredited by the
American Veterinary Medical
Association’s (AVMA) Council
on Education at the end of
last month.
The accreditation will last
for seven years, the maximum
possible length, according
to Cummings School Dean
Deborah Kochevar, who noted
that it is an essential process
considered mandatory for veterinary schools.

“For a school to demonstrate excellence it needs to be
held accountable,” Kochevar
said. “If we weren’t accredited, we really couldn’t take
students.”
Since its founding in 1978,
the Cummings School has
always been fully accredited,
according to Associate Dean
for Academic Affairs Angie
Warner, who served as cochair of the ad-hoc accreditation committee. In order to
maintain accreditation, the
school must meet 11 standards
see CUMMINGS, page 2

Tufts Mock Trial
to head to Nationals
by

Melissa Mandelbaum
Daily Staff Writer

scott tingley / the tufts daily

Students in the EPIIC program, who participated in this year’s “Conflict in the
21st Century” colloquium, will on Thursday serve as facilitators for the Institute
for Global Leadership’s annual Inquiry program for high school students.

Inside this issue

Tufts MockTrial (TMT) has qualified for the third year in a row for the
American Mock Trial Association
(AMTA) National Championship
Tournament and will compete for
the national title in Minneapolis,
Minn. this weekend.
Tufts will be sending its A team
to nationals, though TMT’s B team
nearly made the cut, according to
TMT President Lindsey Wright.
TMT placed third at nationals
last year in a pool of 48 teams.
Tufts’ A and B teams last month
reached the Opening Round
Championship Series (ORCS)

in White Plains, N.Y. where six
teams received bids to nationals.
Tufts A and B teams placed 6th
and 7th, respectively. Although
the two teams had the same final
record of 5-3 — along with two
other schools’ teams — Tufts A
team had a higher Combined
Strength score due to the difficulty of schedule and received
the sixth and final bid, according
to Officer of External Affairs for
TMT Brian Pilchik.
After the ORCS, the members of
the A team were rearranged from
the other Tufts teams to have the
ten team members with the greatsee MOCK TRIAL, page 2
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Kupcu confident that companies
will progress in sustainability
RESPONSiBILITY

continued from page 1

SunChips in 2010 became the
first company to package its chips
in a plant-based, compostable bag
that will biodegrade in just fourteen weeks, but these alternative
chip bags were more expensive
and harder to produce and also
led many customers to complain
about the noise they made, causing a notable decrease in sales.
Kupcu explained that SunChips
realized that these bags would be
noisier but felt that it was a tradeoff
worth making.
“We are struggling to make
sustainability and growth compatible on a planet that has limited
resources,” she said.
Kupcu said she is still confident
that corporations will make progress in this regard.
“Corporate social responsibility is still an emerging field,
but we’ve come such a long
way in terms of promoting its

importance,” Kupcu said.
Sophomore Lia Weintraub
said she thought the lecture was
insightful and covered a large spectrum of past and present issues.
“I thought this talk touched
upon a lot of complex issues associated with corporate responsibilities,” Lia Weintraub, a sophomore,
said. “I learned a lot from her new
perspective on this topic.”
In an interview with the Daily
following the lecture, Kupcu
described how thrilled she was to
see Tufts students promoting sustainability as passionately today as
they were when she was a student
here herself.
“What’s really amazing is that
the spirit on campus is exactly
the same as before,” she said. “
I think that says a lot about a
university that listens to its students and fosters a community
that allows them to develop their
passions and make a difference in
the world.”
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Mock Trial confident after last year’s finish
MOCK TRIAL

continued from page 1

est chance of winning the tournament, Wright, a junior, said.
At a mock trial competition, students play witnesses and lawyers.
Attorneys deliver oral arguments,
object, ask questions and direct
cross-examinations, according to
Pilchik, a sophomore. At nationals, TMT will compete in four trials, each capped at three hours, he
explained.
The top two ranking teams at
nationals will compete in a final,
fifth round, which will be recorded and sold on DVDs. The winner
will receive the Richard M. Calkins
award and a large, travelling trophy.
TMT is feeling confident going
into nationals.
“We have a pretty interesting take
on the case that I don’t think anyone
has seen before, so we have the element of surprise on our side,” Wright
explained. “If you throw something
at them they’re not ready for, you
can throw the team off their game
pretty easily.”

Wright said that TMT is known
to other mock trial competitors as
a particularly adept team that often
intimidates the competition.
“I think what is going to separate the great from the good at the
championship is those that can
be as flawless as possible,” AMTA
Tabulation Director Kristofer Lyons
told the Daily. “[Mock trial is] just
the best combination of speaking,
acting and debating all around.”
This year, TMT entered four
teams into the regional competition. Across the country, 571 teams
participated, all with the goal of
reaching nationals this weekend.
All teams across the country
practice the same trial throughout
the season, which they execute
for a final time at nationals, and
the AMTA throughout the season
releases some adaptations to the
case. This year is a criminal case
about a student driver, returning from a bar, who is accused
of causing a death on the way,
according to Pilchik.
Each trial has two judges who

Cummings School meets academic accreditation standards
CUMMINGS

continued from page 1

including organization, physical facilities, equipment, clinical
resources and research.
“For all the schools, outcome
assessment is one of the most
challenging [standards],” Warner
said. “The expectations in that
realm are increasing.”
Outcome assessment includes
student evaluation of the curriculum, graduate scores on board
exams and surveys of graduates’ employers. The process
of preparing to meet these and
other standards in an examination starts about two years in
advance, according to Warner.
“You have to prepare a 50-page
document that’s called a selfstudy,” she said. “We worked
for about a year preparing that
document.”
Next, a site visit team, typically
comprised of six to eight people,
toured campus for about four
days and interviewed faculty
and students, Warner explained.
The Cummings School’s site visit
took place last October, but the
official re-accreditation could
not be issued until after the
Council on Education’s meeting
this spring.
“Pretty much everyone is
involved because the site visit is
so comprehensive,” she said.
Kochevar agreed, citing
the effort put into creating
the self-study — which also
includes a 50-page appendix
— and preparing the school
for inspection.
“When a school goes through
an accreditation review, it takes
an enormous amount of work

Courtesy Cummings Foundation

Tufts’ Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine has been successfully re-accredited for the next seven years by
the American Veterinary Medical Association’s Council on Education.
from everybody,” Kochevar
said. “They get a huge amount
of credit, especially Dr. Warner
and [Accreditation Committee
Co-Chair] Lois Colburn.”
Elizabeth Carbone, a thirdyear student at the Cummings
School, said she was one of
only about two dozen students who made an effort to
talk with the site visit team.
Although the school sent out
information about the standards in newsletters and
gave students opportunities
to contribute to the process,

many did not feel the need to
do so, she said.
“Overall, students were probably the least involved,” she said.
Carbone attributed this lack
of participation to students’
trust in the school’s quality.
“As a student, I was never
concerned that they would
have any problems meeting the standards,” she said.
“Everyone assumed we were
going to pass.”
She also cited students’ short
stint at the school relative to the
time between re-accreditations

as a reason many felt they did
not need to contribute.
“We get a snapshot; we don’t
get the long view,” she said.
However, Carbone said she
was pleased with her chance to
speak with the site team.
“Our input is important to
the accreditation process, so I’m
glad we got to participate,” she
said. “Overall, I think the student experience is important for
them … but it’s only one component in their evaluation.”
Warner felt that the inspection
was thorough, and explained

score the teams on various qualities and then decide which competitor will receive their vote. Wright
emphasized the subjective nature of
this system and said the team would
like to recruit more actors.
“Something people don’t realize about mock trials is that our
people are actors,” Wright said.
“Everyone’s playing a character,
even the attorneys.”
In order to travel to nationals,
TMT received buffer funding from
the Tufts Community Union Senate
and also fundraised through T-shirt
and mug sales on its website.
Some members of TMT joined
the team with no experience, and
Wright noted the helpfulness of the
seniors in teaching the new members how to compete in mock trial.
Next year, TMT hopes to send
two teams to the national championship, according to Pilchik.
“Now that we’re getting there
consistently, it’s looking like we can
get two teams there in the future,”
he said. “The A team will have many
returning students next year.”

that the seven-year period
between re-accreditation processes accounts for the necessary effort from both the school
being inspected and the AVMA
Council on Education.
“It is a comprehensive enough
process that you wouldn’t want to
do it really frequently,” she said.
The Council on Education is
made up of practitioners and
educators in the field of veterinary medicine. It is the accrediting body for all of North America
and many schools worldwide,
including most in England
and Australia, according to
Kochevar.
Prior to becoming Cummings
School Dean, Kochevar spent
six years on the Council on
Education, chairing it for two
of those years. So although she
did not begin her work at the
Cummings School until after
the last re-accreditation process seven years ago, she saw
it firsthand as a site visit team
member.
“It’s a very valuable experience to serve on the Council for
Education,” she said. “Having
been in that position before, I
understood.”
“I thought it was a great
school,” she added. “It was a
very appealing place.”
Speaking from both Cummings
School and Council on Education
standpoints, Kochevar asserted
the importance of re-accreditation in keeping schools up to
standards.
“These are always very good
for schools,” she said. “Your peers
— they come and they look and
they ask hard questions.”

EPIIC students to work with high school students through Inquiry program
INQUIRY

continued from page 1

Rosenblum, who is Lieff, Cabraser, Heimann &
Bernstein Clinical Professor of Human Rights
Law at Columbia Law School. Rosenblum
has worked extensively in the Congo and
Central Africa and also addressed attendees at
February’s EPIIC symposium.
At the conference, high school students will
represent different countries or organizations
— for example, Rwanda, Uganda, the Congo’s
government and military — and regroup into
delegations at the end of the day to collectively
discuss their findings.
EPIIC colloquium member Konrad Gessler,
who will be working with a high school from
Indiana representing the United States government, recognizes that he will have to be
careful not to impose his own views regarding the Congo on his students. But at the
same time, he said he’d have to avoid giving
them false impressions about the ongoing
conflict, such as the common misconception

that it is primarily a war over the country’s
mineral resources.
“It’s way more complicated than a ‘mineral
war,’” Gessler, a sophomore, said. “So if students keep asking about this one topic, I will
ask them other questions to get them back
on the right track. For example, ‘What are the
other driving factors of this conflict, besides
mineral resources?’”
IGL Associate Director Heather Barry
spoke highly of the Inquiry program, which
was founded in and has occurred annually
since 1991.
“Inquiry gives students the opportunity to
understand the complexity of international
issues and to put new ideas into practice,” she
said. “It’s a great way of bringing these issues
into the classroom.”
Wilson said she believes the program will
attract students from a variety of racial, geographic and socioeconomic backgrounds.
“Some of these inner-city kids may have
never worked with kids from the suburbs

before,” she said. “Inquiry will give these students a way to explore their differences and
allow them to form self-improvement, selfdevelopment and leadership skills.”
Wilson believes the conference will give
the situation in the Congo the attention it
deserves, given its urgency and longevity.
“People have constantly swept this whole
conflict under the rug,” she said. “They’re
way more focused on the situation in the
Middle East and the Arab Spring. Granted,
those are huge issues as well, but the conflict in [the Congo] has been going on for
years and produced millions of deaths. Yet
no one really understands the importance
and significance of the issues in this region.
This event will be a platform for us to discuss
these issues.”
“It’s a really complicated topic but one
that’s important to talk about, because it
doesn’t get enough attention in the media and
isn’t often present in the rhetoric of policymakers,” Gessler said. “It’s important for us to

talk about these issues, how they come about
and why they aren’t resolved.”
Although Inquiry may be a challenging
experience on many levels, Gessler is confident that it will prove to be a rewarding experience for both the visiting high school students
and the members of the EPIIC program.
“All year long in EPIIC, we’re really learning and reading intensely,” he said. “We’re
immersed in topics for a whole year so that
we can understand the complexity of these
global issues. Now, to be able to turn around
and teach everything we’ve learned to these
students is really going to be amazing. We
want them to understand the challenges
that policy-makers have to deal with and
how to confront atrocities occurring around
the world.”
“This is our way of giving back everything
we have learned from the EPIIC program,”
Wilson said. “It will continue the EPIIC trajectory of educating youth on matters of global
importance.”
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Eighteen months later, Arab Spring uprisings
still reshaping region’s political landscape
Despite violent struggle, scholars see progress toward democracy
by Victoria

Rathsmill

Daily Editorial Board

It has been nearly a year and a half
since the start of the “Arab Spring” uprisings — the wave of protests advocating
for democratic reform in the Middle East
— and despite the leaps of progress that
have been made, people are still fighting
for their right to democracy.
According to Professor of Political Science
Malik Mufti, the Arab Spring uprisings are a
historic occurrence.
“The Arab Spring is the first major manifestation of mass popular demand for
more democratic government in the Arab
world,” Mufti said. “As such, it seeks to
bring an end to the authoritarian political order that has been in place in those
countries since independence.”
The story is well known by now: On
Dec. 17, 2010, in a protest against harassment by local police, a street vendor named
Mohammed Bouazizi set himself on fire
in front of a government building in Sidi
Bouzid, Tunisia.
Other residents of Sidi Bouzid who sympathized with Bouazizi began to protest.
Demonstrations soon spread to cities across
Tunisia, and the discontent that had been
bubbling for years in the country led to mass
demand for President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali
to step down. Ben Ali, who had served as the
president of Tunisia since 1987, resigned on
Jan. 14, 2011.
Inspired by the success in Tunisia, prodemocracy movements spread to countries across the Arab world, indicating that
Bouazizi’s act of desperation was reflective
of the dissatisfaction and frustration that had
been growing in many Arab countries.
“There’s been discontent and shared grievances throughout much of the Arab world
for years,” Assistant Professor of Religion
Kenneth Garden said.
Indeed, the economic downturn that led
to widespread unemployment and poverty
in the Arab world, the high percentage of
educated young people that made up the
populations of many Arab nations and the
fierce political repression in the region were
are all thought to have created fertile ground
for a revolution to flourish.
Garden compared the Arab Spring uprisings to the Prague Spring in 1968 and the
revolutions of 1989 in Eastern Europe.
“Then, it was socialist regimes that
were unpopular with the citizens that
lived under them. Once there was revolution and radical reform in one place, once
something catalyzed, it became clear that
most everyone shared the opinion that the
current regime has to go,” Garden said. “It
is a similar thing now with authoritarian
regimes in the Arab world. Once Tunisia
happened, people in other places realized,
‘It could happen here, too.’”
Egypt was a focal point of the Arab Spring
protests, drawing enormous demonstrations
that were centered in Cairo’s Tahrir Square.
Egyptian demonstrators called for thenPresident Hosni Mubarak, who had been in
power since 1981, to step down.
According to Garden, citizens across
the Arab world rose up against leaders like
Mubarak during the Arab Spring.
“There were very old regimes, like
Mubarak’s, that didn’t really have popular
legitimacy, were ruled through fraudulent
elections, cronyism, used repression and
censorship and had a monopoly on power,”
Garden said. “They trotted out old slogans
and ideologies that nobody really believed
in anymore.”
Although protests happened around the
same time in countries like Tunisia, Egypt,
Syria, Libya and Bahrain — among many others — the outcomes have been very different,
and in many places the fight for democracy
still continues.
While there have been concrete successes in places like Tunisia, Mufti explained
that it is too early to tell what the outcome
will be in other nations that were touched

MCT

Mass protests, such as this one in Tunisia, have been staged across the Middle East over
the past 18 months.
Despite the conflict and violence in places
by the Arab Spring uprisings.
“There’s a lot of variation across countries, like Syria, Mufti believes that democracy in
with Tunisia for example apparently well on the Arab world is inevitable — though it may
the way to a parliamentary political system, be a while before it can be achieved.
“In the long run, I think a gradual evoluSyria in the midst of a bloody insurgency
and many other Arab states still relatively tion towards democracy and even liberaluntouched. It’s therefore much too early to ism is inevitable. Along the way, however,
draw any conclusions about ultimate out- all kinds of terrible detours and setbacks are
possible, as was the case with the Western
comes,” Mufti said.
Assistant Professor of Anthropology democracies,” Mufti said.
Garden added that it is essential for
Amahl Bishara echoed Mufti’s sentiment and
warned against drawing uniform conclu- Americans to keep an eye on what happens
with the Arab Spring movements.
sions about the results of the uprisings.
“The Middle East has been at the forefront
“One cannot generalize across countries
about the outcomes of the Arab revolts,” of American foreign policy for the past 11
Bishara said. “Tunisia is, so far, the country years,” he said. “Back when the Iraq war was
where the Arab Spring has most clearly yield- launched, one of the rationales for war was
ed fruit. In Egypt, protesters are still strug- that a [democratic] Iraq would serve as a
gling for real democracy, and in Libya the model for the rest of the Arab world, but we
situation continues to be in flux. Certainly in are actually seeing it happen now.”
Mufti agreed that being aware of current
Syria, people are in the midst of the revolt.”
As Bishara explained, Egyptians are still events in the Middle East is vital because the
fighting for a truly democratic government. effects of the uprisings are not limited solely
Mubarak resigned as president of Egypt to the Arab world.
“The Arab Spring — and political change
on Feb. 11, 2011, and during the elections
in September 2011, an Islamist group, the in the Muslim world more generally — are
Muslim Brotherhood, won about 48 percent important not only because they directly
involve a huge chunk of the world’s populaof the vote.
“In Egypt, there hasn’t been a clean break tion, but because what happens there, as we
with the past,” Garden said. “The Muslim have seen, has repercussions over here as
Brotherhood so far has been willing to coop- well,” Mufti said.
An example of the far-reaching effects
erate with the army.”
There is a presidential election in Egypt of the Arab Spring uprisings in the United
next month, and Garden said that it would be States is their serving as an inspiration for the
Occupy Wall Street movement.
interesting to see how the country votes.
The website Adbusters.org, which origi“From an American strategic perspective,
the United States had a much more pliable nally called for people to occupy Wall Street
ally in the form of Mubarak, but he was able last summer, used the methods of the demto do things that were not popular in Egypt,” onstrators in Egypt as a model for its own
Garden said. “Going forward, whoever is in demonstrations. According to the site, “Tahrir
charge has to be more responsive to Egyptian succeeded in large part because the people
of Egypt made a straightforward ultimatum
public sentiment.”
In Libya, then-Prime Minister and dicta- — that Mubarak must go — over and over
tor Muammar Gadhafi was the first leader again until they won. Following this model,
to be killed in the Arab Spring uprisings. Six what is our equally complicated demand?”
“There was a lot of excitement about the
months later, an interim government headed
by Prime Minister Abdurrahim El-Keib is hav- Occupy movement when I was in Egypt in
ing trouble settling disputes among the ethnic the fall,” Garden said. “People were really
groups in Libya. However, the country’s first excited and proud that people talked about
free and fair elections are slated for June 2012. being inspired by the Arab Spring.”
A year and a half since Bouazizi’s act of
“In Libya, there seems to have been a
clean break with the past, [...] but it is too desperation and protest, countries across the
Arab world are at different stages in their fight
early to say,” Garden said.
Syria is currently in the midst of a bloody for democracy. According to Mufti, however,
conflict. Arab Spring demonstrators in Syria the uprisings have irrevocably changed the
faced a violent reaction from the govern- Arab world.
“The one thing that can be said with cerment, and thousands have died since the
conflict began in March 2011. Unfortunately, tainty is that there’s no going back,” Mufti
a recently enacted peace deal attempting said. “The Arab masses are now politically
to advance negotiations seems to be on the mobilized, and they will no longer accept
being treated like cattle by their leaders.”
brink of collapse.

Ben Schwalb | Das Coding

Flashback

A

s we German majors would say, “Die
fetten Jahre sind vorbei.” Roughly
translated, “the good times are over.”
Just as I have that miserable virus
known as the common cold, many Tufts students and computer owners around the world
have yet another virus to deal with. But what
makes this different from your average computer virus ‘gone viral’ is that it is for Macs.
As Macs became more and more popular,
security researchers had been seeing a rise
in the number of viruses for Macs. However,
none of those viruses became widespread,
and frankly, most of them were the type you
only get when a rich Nigerian cousin you
don’t have, who calls you sir although you’re
a girl and supposedly his cousin, asks you to
download a program so he can wire you US $1
million.
However, this virus is purported to affect
over half a million computers. In addition,
the user doesn’t have to download anything
or enter any passwords. When users visit one
of the sites hosting the virus, they have a
completely normal experience without realizing that a virus is being downloaded in the
background.
The virus is a so-called trojan (as in the
horse), meaning that it allows someone using
another computer to control yours. However,
it doesn’t gain full control of your computer
until it tricks you into entering your password, usually under the pretense of installing an update to Adobe’s Flash Player (hence
Flashback).
It actually hasn’t wreaked too much havoc
so far, though the virus has appeared to grow
more ambitious over time. Originally, the
virus was like an alien spaceship come to
Earth in a science-fiction movie; everyone
was watching it, yet it did nothing. But some
reports are now indicating that it is displaying fake websites to fool people into giving
their personal information.
Of course any Mac owner’s number one
question right now is “Am I infected?” Well,
like any active citizen should do, I encourage
you to get yourself tested! Naturally, there’s an
easy way and a hard way. The easy way is that
somebody made a Flashback Checker app.
However, I would preach extreme caution with this. The original version, written
by Juan Leon of Garmin, has been proven
to be virus-free, but virus-checking tools are
actually a popular delivery vehicle for viruses.
I would recommend the hard way, which
doesn’t involve downloading anything and is
as follows.
In your Applications folder, open the
Utilities folder and run the Terminal program.
In the text window, type:
defaults read /Applications/Safari.app/
Contents/Info LSEnvironment
and press Enter. You should see the response
“The domain/default pair of (/Applications/
Safari.app/Contents/Info, LSEnvironment)
does not exist.” If you have Firefox installed,
you should try the same thing, replacing
Safari.app with Firefox.app.
If either of these doesn’t give you the
expected response, look for an antivirus that
has been updated to remove Flashback (some
haven’t yet) and download it. Many of the
ones people have reported success with have
a 30-day free trial, which is enough.
Most importantly, update your computer
immediately afterwards by clicking on the
Apple menu (upper-left corner) and then
“Software Update...” Which leads me to
answer the other obvious question: “How did
this happen?” The shocking answer is that it
was Apple’s negligence. The program takes
advantage of a security flaw in the Java program, which is installed by default on all but
the newest Macs, and often on the new ones
anyway, since many programs require it. Java’s
parent company, Oracle, discovered and fixed
this flaw, but it took Apple 7 weeks and a virus
outbreak to push the fix through their update
service. The simplified update experience
Apple provides clearly has a downside.

Ben Schwalb is a member of the class of
2012 who majored in computer science.
He can be reached at Benjamin.Schwalb@
tufts.edu.
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Want to get your
news online?
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

Martin Guterman Undergraduate Lecture
Soap Bubbles and Mathematics

Frank Morgan

Atwell Professor of Mathematics, Williams College
Day: April 12, 2012
Time: 4:00pm
Place: Bromfield-Pearson 02
Tea: 3:15pm in the Clarkson Conference Room

Abstract: Soap bubbles continue to confound and amaze mathematicians.
Some recent mathematical breakthroughs are due to students. The
presentation will include a little guessing contest with demonstrations,
explanations, and prizes. No prerequisites. Undergraduates and friends
welcome.

Bio: Frank Morgan received his PhD from Princeton
University. He works in minimal surfaces and studies
the behavior and structure of minimizers in various
dimensions and settings and proved the double bubble
conjecture. He received an MAA national award for
distinguished teaching and has served as the Second
Vice-President of the MAA, the Mathematics Department
Chair at Williams College, and Vice-President of the
American Mathematical Society. He also launched the
AMS Graduate Student Blog and was the creator of
“Math Chat,” a live call-in TV show that eventually
spawned a newspaper column, a website, and a book.

Photo by Jeff Bauer

The Guterman lectures bring to campus some of the best expositors of mathematics for undergraduates.
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VOTE TOMORROW!

Election day
is Tomorrow!

WED 4/11

@ ecom.tuft
s.e

du/vote

Hear your Candidates Speak

Tonight in the Latino Center, ask your Latino
Community Representative candidates
questions from 8-9pm!

Announcement of Referendum

You may read the full text at ECOM.tufts.edu. This referendum will be on the 4/24 ballot.

(1)

STUDENTS FOUND IN POSSESSION OR USE OF LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO ONE OUNCE OF MARIJUANA SHALL BE

REQUIRED TO PAY A

(2)

$100

FINE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH CURRENT

MASSACHUSETTS

STATE LAW; AND

THAT THERE SHALL BE NO ESCALATION OF PUNISHMENT FOR RECURRING ACCOUNTS OF POSSESSION OR USE OF

LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO ONE OUNCE OF MARIJUANA; AND

(3)

STUDENTS FOUND IN POSSESSION OF LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO ONE OUNCE OF MARIJUANA SHALL BE REQUIRED

TO MEET WITH A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE
WITH CURRENT

(4)

TUFTS

TUFTS DEPARTMENT

OF

HEALTH EDUCATION,

IN ACCORDANCE

POLICY; AND

THAT OTHER OFFENSES RELATED TO DRUGS, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO DISTRIBUTION, SHALL STILL

RESULT IN JUDICIAL ACTION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH CURRENT

ECOM

@tufts.edu

TUFTS

POLICY.

twitter.com/

ecom.tufts.edu/

TuftsECOM
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Chris Poldoian | The Gourmand

Theater Review

‘Celebrity Autobiography’ showcases
private lives of the famous
by Ingrid

God
Offal!

I

Hagele

Contributing Writer

Did she really say that yesterday on
television? Did you see his picture on
the front page? Are they still together or
did she cheat on him again? The lives of
celebrities are entertaining to those of
us who have not achieved fame or status. It is almost unbelievable what happens to professional movie stars in their
daily lives, and how normal these same
people can seem when showing fear and
emotion if they allow you to look behind
the scenes.
The show “Celebrity Autobiography,”
presented by the Lyric Stage Company of
Boston on April 2, provided an insight into
the autobiographies of eighteen celebrities of completely different genres. The
original concept for this show, in which
actors read out of various well-loved and
well-hated celebrities’ autobiographies,
was created by Eugene Pack and Dayle
Reyfel and has been performed with a
number of variations by different theater
groups all over the country. This means
that every show is unique and does not
only include different actors, but also
different autobiographies. The producers
succeeded in combining pieces of these
autobiographies to make funny conversations, emotional fights and entertaining
descriptions of the lives of the famous.
The star guest of the one-night show
in Boston was award-winning Broadway
star Cady Huffman. She was joined by
five of the Boston Lyric Stage favorites:

Timmy D. / Lyric Stage Company

see CELEBRITY, page 6

Cady Huffman eloquently satirizes celebrity culture.

Movie Review

New Zealand vistas, naive
fantasy mingle in ‘Boy’
Tobias Reeuwijk
Daily Staff Writer

Critically acclaimed New Zealand
director Taika Waititi’s latest film,
“Boy,” is a hilarious and heartfelt

Boy
Starring Taika Waititi, James
Rolleston, Te Aho Eketone-Whitu
Directed by Taika Waititi
coming of age story, spiked with a
twist of ’80s island pop culture. Not
only has the film been greeted with
much critical success, but it is also
currently the number one all-time
box office performer in New Zealand.
Taking place in a sleepy rural town

on the East Coast of New Zealand,
“Boy” tells the story of a young native
Maori boy ( James Rolleston), who’s an
avid Michael Jackson fan and spends
his free time idealizing his imprisoned
father. When the boy’s father Alamein
(Taika Waititi) returns home to find
a bag of money he buried years ago,
the boy is confronted with a man he
thought he remembered.
“Boy’s” mise en scene perfectly
captures the quiet rural feel of New
Zealand. Director Taika Waititi is a
native to the Raukokore coast, and the
film appears to be an accurate recreation of his own childhood memories.
When it comes to writing a script, a
common adage for authors is to “write
what you know.” This was certainly
Waititi’s approach when it came to
see BOY, page 6

Interview | Taika Waititi

Director of ‘Boy’
discusses his
influences
by

Tobias Reeuwijk

Daily Staff Writer

The director of the critically
acclaimed film “Boy” spoke to The
Tufts Daily about using film instead
of digital cameras and growing up in
the 1980s.
The Tufts Daily: “Boy” takes place
in the ’80s, which is when you were
growing up, correct?
Taika Waititi: It’s not autobiographical. It’s a fictional narrative set
against a very authentic and autobiographical background. That’s my
hometown and that’s exactly what
it looked like in the ’80s when I
was growing up, that’s what kids
were wearing, that was the music
we listened to. That’s my school.
They say write what you know, so
I tried to write the setting of what
I know. But it’s a movie, so it’s got
to be entertaining, you’ve got to
make this character do crazy things.
I also included some of the more
conventional things, the money and
the drugs, this and that. It is all set
in the ’80s, which is the greatest
decade of all time.
TD: Did you have a pet goat?
TW: No, I had a pet calf. They grow
up fast so it wasn’t a pet for long.
I grew up on a farm and did farm
stuff when I was a kid. There were
two TV channels in the ’80s, you had
to send a kid on the roof and people
are yelling, “Hold it there, hold it!”

courtesy Matt Grace and Darryl Ward

Boy awaits the return of the father he has idealized for years.

see TAIKA, page 6

live to eat. I don’t mean that in a
pseudo-philosophical way. I’m not
waxing poetic about primitivism
when I say that food is the key to my
existence. When you are getting your
jollies off on some website, I’m salivating (and, if I’m feeling frisky, masticating) over recipes and restaurant menus.
I couldn’t give a damn about the rivalry
between the Red Sox and the Yankees
— talk to me about Alice Waters versus
Anthony Bourdain. I spend plenty of
time ruminating on eating. (Ten points
to whomever got that pun.) In other
words, I am a cliche. I am a foodie.
There, now that my confession-cumintroduction is out of the way, let’s get to
the meat of this week’s column: offal. For
those of you unfamiliar with this word,
allow me to explain. Offal is a term for
the internal organs of a butchered animal. We’re talking tripe, brain, liver and
heart. When I say sweetbreads, I’m talking
about the thymus or pancreas, not some
dainty dessert at the Danish Pastry House.
While traditionally regarded as waste, offal
is making a resurgence in modern gastronomy. Just this year, the offal-centric
cookbook “Odd Bits” was nominated for
a James Beard Foundation Book Award.
Those of you who are squeamish, skip
this column and head straight to today’s
“Married to the Sea” comic. The rest of
you, grab your barf bags and get ready to
learn about one of the most important
trends in food.
Now before we go any further, I just
want to remind you that this isn’t “Fear
Factor” or “Bizarre Foods” with Andrew
Zimmern. Offal is just as prevalent on food
carts on the streets of Singapore as it is at
The French Laundry in Napa Valley.
Obviously there are different degrees
of approachability when it comes to
hoof-to-tail eating. Tongue — that’s easy!
Testicles are a more acquired taste. Every
culture uses some funky ingredients. The
Spanish, for example, love their crispyfried pig ears and tails. Everyone from
Russian Jews to rustic Italians uses oxtail
for protein-rich stews. Offal extends
beyond terrestrial fare. Fish cheeks are
considered a delicacy in Japan, while
avian entrails (often referred to as giblets)
add great flavor to gravies.
When I studied in Europe, the food
markets I encountered weren’t afraid to
remind you that animals came from …
well, animals. You wouldn’t have these
vacuum-sealed packages of steak. Pigs’
heads and feet would rest prominently
inside the butcher’s display case. Chickens
were sold with the heads and feet still
attached. The butchery of animals is far
more transparent in the rest of the world.
Heck, go to Chinatown and peer in the
windows to admire the whole ducks glistening in their own fat.
My favorite offal might be pig’s head.
Yes, dear eaters, pigs have heads. As
David Chang of Momofuku-fame mentions when describing his recipe for pig’s
head torchon: “Farmers do not raise walking pork chops.” Pig’s head can be served
a variety of ways, but the most popular
is headcheese, a terrine of jellied meat
from the animal’s head. Clearly, that’s
what they should’ve done with the head
in “Lord Of The Flies” (1954).
Tony Maws of Kendall Square’s Craigie
on Main said recently, “There’s more to
an animal than just a tenderloin.” I’m not
trying to get you all to order the gnarliest food on the menu; just keep an open
mind. Next time you’re dining out, skip the
sirloin and go for the braised cheek — it’s
one of the most flavorful cuts of meat out
there. Eating sustainably means using the
entire animal — waste not, want not. And
when you hit up Anna’s Taquería, make
sure to try your quesadilla with lengua
instead of carnitas.

Chris Poldoian is a senior majoring in economics and Spanish. He can be reached at
Christopher.Poldoian@Tufts.edu
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‘Boy’ captures the spirit of New Zealand
BOY

continued from page 5

tackling this movie. The screenplay and
cinematography of “Boy” immerse the
viewer in the film’s exotic locale. Waititi
wastes no time in painting the scene,
delivering sweeping vistas and elegantly
capturing the untouched idyllic beauty
of New Zealand’s rural eastern coast
from the get-go. Boy is seen throughout
the majority of the film in a dirty offwhite tank top, covered in myriad ’80s
pop culture logos, “Tron” (1982) included. The wardrobe provides a convincing
blend of rural culture mixed with western influence, and, before the title card
even drops, the audience is ensconced
in a pastoral ’80s New Zealand environment.
The opening scene takes place in an
old elementary school building on the
water. Stuck in the dilapidated structure, overflowing with uninterested
Maori kids, Boy proudly goes to the
front of the class to conduct a presentation about his amazing father.
The hyper-imaginative cutaways are
goofy and fun, setting unrealistically
high expectations for his absent father.
When Alamein finally returns to his two
children, his ineptitude as a father is
shockingly apparent and immediately
begins to clash with Boy’s expectations.
Boy’s brother Rocky ( Te Aho Aho
Eketone-Whitu), the younger and less
mature of the pair, seems less receptive to the prospect of their father
changing for the better than his fantasy-struck older brother. Rocky’s own
imagination manifests itself through
animation sequences, usually involving explosions or mystical healings.

Courtesy Matt Grace and Darryl Ward

The zany fantasies of ‘Boy’s’ main cast help establish the film’s playful tone.
His imagination is simple, without tangible limits, and contrasts with Boy’s
vivid live action cutaways.
Though Rolleston and Eketone-Whitu
were not actors before appearing in the

Waititi discusses filming in
remote parts of New Zealand
TAIKA

continued from page 5

I remember when the first
VCR came to town. It was
like the most amazing thing
ever. To go to the movies was
a two-hour drive away, but
people would drive through
town and bring a film print of
some obscure movie and set
it up on a s---ty projector.

TD: Were the child actors
hard to work with?
TW: The kid who played
Rocky was seven years old. I
don’t know if you know any
seven year-olds, but they get
distracted. If you ever hear
of a six-year-old who is an
amazing actor, those people
are freaks. The amazing thing
about Rocky is that what you
see on the screen is him.
Because he was wandering
off, looking into the camera,
throwing stuff at the camera, often I’d be operating
the camera and I’d be like,
“Look at my hand, look at my
hand, look over here.” But
then on film he steals every
scene. You’re like: “This kid’s
an amazing actor, he’s so
deep and he’s got something
going on here.” But in reality,
he’s not quite like that. He
was amazing. But that’s the
thing about cinema. When
you watch the movie that’s
the thing you don’t realize.
There’s someone holding
Brad Pitt’s a-- in place or
something.
TD: What coming-of-age
related films or films in general influenced this work?
TW: “The 400 Blows” (1959)
affected it, the beginning of
the film was inspired by “Jules
and Jim” (1962) and “The
Graduate” (1967) was somehow an influence in there. It
has a French New Wave feel,
like when there was lots of

information before the title
card.

TD: There were some great
imaginative detours in your
film…
TW: That came from wanting
each character and all the
boys to have fantasies. I did
all the animations. I wanted
Rocky’s character to have
a more innocent and simple fantasy. He was always
drawing, so it made sense.
[The one in “Boy”] is slightly
more advanced. He is really
imagining things in real life
through live action cutaways.
His fantasies are manifested
in the real world.
TD:
There was an incredibly light tone to the film,
but really heavy topics. Does
it get tough keeping things
light?

film, it certainly didn’t show. They both
delivered stellar performances, capturing audiences with their charming
accents and punchy delivery.
The boys’ imaginations are contrast-
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ed with their father’s grand delusions
at several points. Alamein’s distorted
vision of himself is the most disturbing, because it prevents him from contributing to society, and above all stops
him from being a decent dad. While
Alamein has moments when he wins
the affection of his children, he always
manages to muck up the situation in
the end. Waititi’s performance is thoroughly convincing, as he is able to capture the aforementioned negative elements while simultaneously conveying
an element of sympathy for Alamein’s
general naivete.
It becomes evident that “Boy” is less
about the two brothers’ relationship
with their father and more about their
own relationship. Boy shows a recurring
desire to escape his seemingly hopeless
situation and find his true potential,
and the only person he can consistently
rely on is his brother. Such serious subtext is delivered during the course of
the film, but it meshes quite well with
the overall playful tone. This is achieved
with witty and playful dialogue, keeping
the mood light and manageable.
“Boy” successfully captures the culture and beauty of New Zealand, delivering a charming tale of a dysfunctional
family that explores the magnificence
of imagination and its intersection with
the harsh realities of life. The exceptional performances from child actors
Rolleston and Eketone-Whitu help capture this disparity, adeptly delivering
fun and serious scenes with equal skill.
Native New Zealander or not, you’ll no
doubt fall in love with the beautiful
landscapes and people, the infusion of
imaginative fun and that ’80s flair.

Broadway star Cady Huffman adds satirical
element to ‘Celebrity Autobiography’
CELEBRITY

continued from page 5

Maureen Keiller, Robert Saoud,
Timothy John Smith, Maryann
Zschau and Spiro Veloudos.
Without any scenery or costumes but with great performance and imagination, the
audience was introduced to the
secret thoughts of celebrities.
Timothy John Smith opened the
show with a reading out of “Me”
by Ricky Martin and revealed
that the singer calls himself
Kiki in private instead of Ricky.
Other confessions were made by
Cady Huffman who read “The
Poems of Suzanne Somers.”
Somers describes her peculiarly
entertaining definition of love,
and also reveals that she would
rather cancel an appointment
than leave the house if her hair
is not perfect.
It was impressive how well

pieces of different autobiographies seamlessly ran together,
creating a sense of dialogue
between the celebrities as their
different stories were told.
Highlights of the show were the
sex talks of Burt Reynolds and
Loni Anderson, as well as the
Cleopatra Affair, which covers
the interwoven relationships
and intrigues among Elizabeth
Taylor, Debbie Reynolds and
Eddie Fisher.
The Boston Lyric Company also
made fun of the temperamental
ups and downs and the airs and
graces of other celebrities like
Broadway stars Carol Channing
and Ginger Rogers. The spectrum
of celebrities ranged from classy
Elizabeth Taylor to Little House
on the Prairie actress Melissa
Gilbert to David Hasselhoff and
even to contemporary celebrities such as Snooki and the Jonas

Brothers. This variety assured
a good balance of humor and
made the show accessible to
audience members of different
age ranges, even if the focus was
on older Broadway stars. In general, the show is an entertaining
and very well-made production.
The number of laughs, however, depends on the knowledge
of individual audience members
and how informed they are about
each celebrity.
The date of the next performance is not set yet, but the
company’s next repertoire
should at least include one show.
Traveling to Boston is worth
it to discover the great theater
of the Boston Lyric Company,
even if it the tickets are usually
between $25 and $30. Viewers
who are already well-versed in
celebrity gossip, however, will
enjoy the show the most.

TW: It’s difficult finding the
balance. We’d shoot different
versions, both serious and
comic and see what it was like
in the edit. Is it too depressing now? Life is drama; it’s
always up and down all the
time. So that for me is a real
film, the up and down and
finding the lightness to that
darkness. I edited it for six
months.
TD: The whole slow town
image was very real…
TW: We had no cell phones;
we’d only check our email
twice a week. Everything kind
of dropped away because of
that. People freaked out, the
crew was like, “What do you
mean no cell phones!” The
nearest city was three hours
away; nearest police was 45
minutes away. You accept
you are there, and after a few
weeks the crew loved it. It
made a really chill shooting
environment.

Timmy D. / Lyric Stage Company

Cady Huffman teams with some of the Boston Lyric Stage favorites in ‘Celebrity Autobiography.’
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Comics

Doonesbury

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

monday’s solution
Tuesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Declaring yourself ruler of the Seven Kingdoms of Westeros

Late Night at the Daily

Monday’s Solution

Drew: “They grow big these days, especially in ...
New Zealand.”
Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily

Please recycle this Daily.

Please recycle this Daily.

by

Wiley
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The Main Street Fairness Coalition
was unveiled yesterday at Cambridge’s
Harvard Book Store. The Coalition was
formed under the umbrella of the Retailers
Association of Massachusetts and was created in response to Amazon.com’s plans
to open offices in the Commonwealth.
The purpose of the coalition is a simple
one: to protect local merchants and shopping districts from the price advantage
enjoyed by online retailers. Massachusetts
law mandates that residents pay taxes on
any online purchase that doesn’t have
a tax already built into the price. But
customers rarely report their online purchases and they are difficult for authorities to track. Physical shops, on the other
hand, must add the state’s 6.25 percent
sales tax on to their prices. This creates,
in the words of Coalition co-Chairman
David Didriksen, “an automatic 6.25 percent competitive advantage” enjoyed by
online retailers like Amazon.
Massachusetts law currently requires
online retailers to collect sales tax if they
have a store in the state. As such, Staples.
com, the online retailer for Staples,
charges Massachusetts residents sales tax
because it operates stores in the commonwealth. But Amazon, which does not

operate physical stores here, does not
have to collect sales tax, allowing it to collect the same amount of revenue but with
a more attractive price tag. The Coalition
hopes to expand the requirement to collect sales tax to any retailer operating a
facility in the commonwealth, even if it’s
not a store.
The Daily supports the Coalition’s proposal, because it will likely boost sales for
small businesses in Massachusetts and
allow the Commonwealth to collect extra
revenue without actually raising taxes.
Economically, requiring online retailers
to charge sales tax will eliminate much of
the advantage commercial online retailers like Amazon enjoy over local businesses. The reason online retailers can
supply goods at a cheaper price is that
their costs are automatically lower than
those of physical merchants who must
charge sales tax.
By applying the same tax to all retailers
and equalizing those costs, the government would create an even playing field.
This would negate the economic disadvantage suffered by physical merchants
and allow fairer competition. And an even
playing field and purer competition are
certainly desirable.

It should be noted, however, that even
if online firms’ costs are forced to par with
brick-and-mortar retailers by the government, the Internet still enjoys a couple of
advantages. The first is, obviously, convenience: If the costs are the same, consumers can either drive to the mall to buy a
shirt or order it sitting on the couch with
their laptops.
The second is inventory: People can
acquire products not sold in any store
near them by going online to a retailer
like Amazon. Equalizing prices won’t
actually do anything to increase local
merchants’ inventories. The Internet
remains the only source for everything,
and unless retailers dramatically expand
their inventories they will never overcome that disadvantage.
The Internet has redefined many
aspects of life as we know it, and the
adjustment to it will likely define commercial law for years to come. The coalition’s agenda is a good start, but the
competition has a long way to go before
it’s truly fair. Jon Hurst, president of the
Massachusetts Retailers Association, said,
“Let’s get rid of the incentive to shop outside Massachusetts.” A free market is a
noble goal, and this is a good first step.
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Off the Hill | University of Virginia

by

Kiss and tell

Cavalier Daily Editorial Board
Cavalier Daily

In the wake of a proposal that first
made waves in January, the University
of California system is moving forward
with the idea of asking about the sexual
orientation of its incoming students.
California is of course the leftmost
state geographically and almost as far
left politically. But we in Virginia find
things less sunny, and not just because
of our being to their right. Regardless
of sexual orientation, all points on the
map should see this is a plan heading in
the wrong direction.
The UC system is admittedly under
pressure from the state government of
California, which requires it to collect
information about students’ sexual orientation. And knowing such information about incoming students could
help the universities provide resources,
officials said.
As paraphrased by ABC News, Chair
of the UC Academic Senate Robert
Anderson said, “The question will not
be asked on applications to the schools
because students may feel uncomfort-

able filling out the forms in front of
their parents.” Because everyone knows
what you do not feel comfortable telling
mom and dad, you’ll tell a big brother.
It is unclear how exactly such information would be used; a question about
sexual orientation could be prejudicial
if applied incorrectly and, if unused,
it seems unnecessary. The architects
of the UC plan have therefore plotted
their intentions without laying out the
consequences.
One blueprint example, to which
we draw their attention, is housing. As
ABC News writes, “Anderson was not
sure whether the information would
factor into roommate assignment
decisions for incoming freshmen.” We
are sure, however, that applying this
information to the roommate ordeal
would make things even messier. One
possibility they should definitely avoid
is segregating housing based on sexual orientation. For gay and straight
students to be housed apart would
be a textbook formulation of separate
but equal. This does not mean rooms
should not be disturbed, but it would
be more hospitable for colleges to

knock down the door of antiquated
same-sex dorm rooms.
Unlike Elmhurst College in Illinois,
which last year was the first college to
include the orientation question on its
application, the UC system has not yet
broken the seal on its forms. Elmhurst
College raises another question: whether classifying sexual orientation should
be a part of the admissions process. But
colleges should not ask such a question without spelling out the fine print
and consequences. Once posed, questions about sexual orientation cannot
be avoided, as skipping says something
and even “Questioning” is an answer.
There should undoubtedly be a welcoming atmosphere for LGBTQ students at universities, but the decision of how they come out should be
made at their discretion. Regardless
of sexual orientation, students should
be accepted everywhere but only
admitted to the universities they are
qualified for academically. Until then,
incoming students of whatever orientation should follow the gay author
Oscar Wilde, who knew, “I have nothing to declare but my genius.”

Editor’s Note
Turn back to page 5 of today’s Daily, and you’ll find a new Arts column: “The Gourmand” by senior Chris Poldoian. Every Tuesday for the
remainder of the semester, Poldoian will bring you a taste of the latest trends in the food industry. His debut column looks at offal — and tells
you where you can find it in the Medford/Somerville area. I’ll let Poldoian fill you in on the “gnarly” and “meaty” details.
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Op-Ed

Walt Laws-MacDonald | Show Me The
Money!

Off the Hill |
Washington State University

S
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Romney’s riches are nothing to mock
by

Corrine Harris
Daily Evergreen

The U.S. Senate’s top Republicans
called for the GOP to unite behind leading presidential candidate Mitt Romney
on April 1.
On CBS’s “Face the Nation”, Vice
President Joe Biden appeared to think
this was a joke. In the interview, Biden
said, “I can’t remember a presidential
candidate in the recent past who seems
not to understand … what ordinary
middle-class people are thinking about
and are concerned about.”
Reuters has identified this as just one
of many attacks by the Obama administration focusing on Romney as an outof-touch millionaire and former businessman. In all honesty, the Obama
administration appears to be more out
of touch with the voters than Romney.
Many
Democrats,
including
President Barack Obama, have targeted Romney as coming from the elite.
According to The Hill, Democratic
strategists intend to use this for all it is
worth. But like Obama’s rhetoric, only
time will tell if it works.
One of Obama’s best attacks on
Romney has been his use of the word
“marvelous” to describe the House
Republican budget plan. Obviously,

Romney’s use of lofty language is one of
the most important discussion topics of
the election. In fact, it might even surpass the importance of the unemployment rate or nuclear arms.
It is impossible to dispute that
Romney did come from a well-off family. From one of his many biographies,
you will immediately find that his father,
George Romney, was a 1968 Republican
presidential candidate and governor of
Michigan. Romney is no stranger to the
world of politics, but he began his career
in business. Democrats may see this as
a weakness, but I see it as what makes
Romney a better candidate than Obama.
There is no one better to relate to the
business owners of today than a man
who founded his own investment firm.
The investment firm, Bain Capital, was
founded in 1984 and under Romney’s
leadership helped launch or rebuild
hundreds of companies.
Not only did Romney found his own
business, but he did well, resulting in
the opportunity to live the lavish lifestyle he is so often criticized for. But he
is entitled to do so. The American people
have no right to begrudge him the benefits of his hard work.
The Obama administration may
criticize Romney for being a millionaire and a businessman. However, it

would appear that the real issues that
the ever-logical Obama campaign has
with Romney are that he is familiar
with how the economy works and that
he can relate to the modern business
owner. Calling Romney out of touch
with taxpayers is ridiculous, even bordering on insane.
But it would be almost irresponsible for
the Obama administration to not play into
Romney’s riches. The media constantly
portrays rich people as evil, holding back
the wealth they themselves earned. In
reality, rich people are not evil. For example, Paul Allen donated $26 million to
WSU Global Animal Health program in
2010. Allen is only one of many wealthy
people who donate to worthwhile programs around the globe.
As unemployment remains high and
out of control and spending is the popular
motion in the U.S. government, Obama
has rather foolishly pointed out Romney’s
strengths. As a successful businessman,
Romney can offer the change that the
U.S. needs. Obama can continue to have
a field day with his petty accusations on
Romney’s elite language, but Romney has
demonstrated real experience by bringing
the unemployment rate in Massachusetts
down during his tenure as governor. This
should be far more impressive to voters
than empty rhetoric.

Nat Gas:
Let’s get it on

ticking with the exciting topic of energy,
I’d like to shed some light on our country’s “other” fuel: natural gas. Not quite
as much fun as oil, but just as explosive,
and a lot cheaper too.
The extraction process of natural gas, called
hydraulic fracturing, or simply “hydrofracking,” has come under heavy criticism in recent
months, and for good reason. Tales of water
contamination, clouds of smog and other
environmental infractions at existing well sites
have taken the spotlight in the discussion.
But I believe the focus should be on whether
or not hydrofracking is economically viable
before we condemn it for its hazards.
Natural gas is trading at ten-year lows and
shows no signs of rebounding anytime soon.
Natural gas peaked near $15 per million British
thermal unit (BTU) in 2005, after Hurricane
Katrina crippled tank farms in Louisiana. But
since then, the price of natural gas has moved
— like the brilliant Irish-British boy band — in
one direction — and that direction is down.
Natural gas’s rapid drop in price can be
explained by basic economics. Our county’s
natural gas reserves have steadily grown, more
than tripling from 2.5 trillion cubic meters in
2008 to 7.5 trillion cubic meters today. The
front month contract — which is most often
quoted — now trades at little more than $2 per
million BTU.
As supply increases, prices fall. In a normal
market, this downward pressure on prices is
usually counteracted by increased quantity
demand. But at this point, our country simply has more natural gas than it knows what
to do with. The primary use for natural gas is
energy production. But even though natural gas has proven to be a cleaner-burning
fuel than traditional coal or petroleum-based
fuels, the technology needed to utilize our
country’s glut of natural gas simply does not
exist at this point.
Several cities and automobile manufacturers have begun developing buses and trucks
that run on natural gas instead of petroleumbased fuels. However, readying both the
engines and fueling stations for mass market
implementation will take several years. Even
then, most companies have chosen to focus
on developing electric or hybrid systems.
Before we move forward with hydrofracking as a country, we need to reinstate natural
gas as a useful and valued commodity. With
crude oil prices stuck near three-year highs,
the demand for an alternative energy source
clearly exists. Prices at the pump have broken
$4.00 per gallon, and both political and market pressures are pushing consumers to use
alternative sources of energy.
In a strongly pro-fracking 2011 editorial,
the Wall Street Journal stated that “New York
... has missed the shale play by imposing
a moratorium on fracking. ... In this age of
media saturation, a single serious example of
water contamination could lead to a political
panic that would jeopardize tens of billions of
dollars of investment.”
The editorial fails to address, however, what
these investments will go towards. The extraction process is important, but our country’s
billions would be far better spent developing
a better market for natural gas.
Wall Street has said for months that it is only
a matter of time before people start to realize
that natural gas is both a more cost-effective
and a moreenvironmentally friendly way to
create power. So why sink money into production when the demand has yet to be proven?
The country needs to invest in research
and development for natural gas. President
Obama has made it clear that his “all-of-theabove” energy policy is interested in keeping
natural gas production high, even as prices
have yet to bottom out.
Developing a competitive market for natural gas would benefit both consumers and
producers. Taking pressure off petroleumbased fuels would lower gasoline and heating costs for all Americans, while increasing
demand for natural gas would increase profits
for the companies and people that operate the
wells. Connecting these two will take time, but
investing in long-term growth should trump
short-term profits.
Walt Laws-MacDonald is a freshman who has
not yet declared a major. He can be reached at
Walt.Laws_MacDonald@tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Housing
Two newly rebuilt apartments, four
beautiful bedrooms each. Large
kitchens with granite countertops,
new stoves, dishwashers, microwaves, and refrigerator. Washers,
dryers, and off street parking, disposal and large living room. Central
AC. Please call George at 617-4071114 or Danny at 781-396-0303.

Wanted

Wanted

CHILDCARE JOB. Local Tufts
alum (close drive to Tufts) seeking
responsible, patient, loving, energetic, non-smoking full or part-time
nanny and/or babysitter. Hours
and scheduling flexible. Salary
commensurate with experience.
Please call Faith at (781) 258-9027
for details.

Sailing squads
improving as
nationals approach
SAILING

continued from Back

Mackenzie Loy and John Meleney represented the A-division team and tied with
Brown University for first in the division
at 35 points apiece. The B-team received
a collaborative effort from sophomores
Sara Makaretz and Charlie Proctor along
with freshman Alejandro Ruiz-Ramon, who
clinched the tiebreaker in their division, giving the Jumbos a narrow victory.
“Our team is deep and talented,”
Hutchings said of the co-ed fleet racing
teams’ performance. “Other teams know
we’re a threat. We’ll keep working at it and
hopefully execute when it counts.”
In addition to the Admiral Alymer’s
Trophy, the co-ed fleet team finished second at both Harvard’s Central Series 3 regatta and the Coast Guard’s Kruger Cup. In
the former, sophomores Solomon Krevans
and Eliza White of the A-division and freshmen Dan Nickerson and Jamie Maffeo of
the B-division managed 65 and 23 points,
respectively, en route to an 88-point finish,
second only to Salve Regina University. At
the Kruger Cup, which was single-division
only, the Jumbos’ A-division team, led by
sophomores Viktor Wettergren, Cameron
Barclift, David Liebenberg and Margaret
Bacon and freshman Grace Olsen, finished
with 23 points, only narrowly surpassed
by first-place winner Maine Maritime
Academy.
Meanwhile, the women’s sailing team hit
a rough stretch at the President’s Trophy
intersectional regatta, hosted by Boston
University over the weekend. Junior skipper
Mariel Marchand and sophomore Barbara
Murray sailed in the A-division, while freshman Kate Levinson along with senior Emily
Shaw raced in the B-division. The foursome
combined for a total of 192 points across 24
total races, finishing in ninth place overall.
Despite the final placement, Marchand is
optimistic about the team’s prospects.
“I think that we were a little disappointed,
but this is always good practice for [national]
qualifiers,” she said. “We’re learning things
every week and getting better, and I think by
the time of qualifiers we’ll get to finish ahead
of other schools.”
For both squads, qualifiers and national
competitions are quickly approaching, and
their performances in the next few weeks
could make or break their seasons.
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$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and give
the gift of family through California
Cryobank’s donor program.
Convenient Cambridge location.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.com
classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Tufts anticipates
rematch with
Amherst
WOMEN’S TENNIS
continued from Back

the bitter end, eventually walking away
with a victory, 9-8, after taking the final
tiebreaker 7-4.
Katz had a tough matchup at the No.
1 singles position, going up against 34thranked Marie Watanabe and falling, 6-2,
7-5. However, as has been the case all year,
the rest of the team stepped up, led by
a solid effort from sophomore Samantha
Gann, who won her singles match 6-3, 6-1.
“We did a really good job against
Wellesley, of going up 3-0 in doubles, and
carrying that momentum into singles play,”
Gann said. “We were able to stay focused
for the whole match and stay fired up.”
But the team ran into its biggest test of
the season so far against Amherst. The Lord
Jeffs feature two top-25 singles players, No.
5 Jordan Brewer and No. 25 Laura Danzig.
“Amherst is always tough competition for us, and they were especially difficult on Sunday,” sophomore
Rebecca Kimmel said. “Even though
they played better than us, we learned
a lot from the match and hope to bring
that to the next time we play.”
The Lord Jeffs took hold of the
match right away, winning all three
doubles matches while losing only five
games. They carried that momentum
into singles play, where the Jumbos
battled but had a difficult time win-

caroline geiling / the Tufts Daily

Sophomore Samantha Gann won all three of her singles matches at the Nor’Easter Bowl this
past weekend and was the only Tufts player to muster a win in the finals against Amherst.
ning points in crucial moments.
“I think that the scores weren’t as reflective as they could have been as far as how
the doubles matches went — especially
No. 2 doubles (3-8) was much more of a
fight than it looks like,” Gann said. “I’d
say the lopsided-looking scores can be
attributed to Amherst playing better in
the bigger points and taking advantage of
whatever opportunities we gave them.”
Gann was the source of the lone Tufts
victory, taking a 7-5, 6-2 victory at the
No. 4 singles position. Sophomore Eliza
Flynn also fought hard to the finish,
ultimately losing a 10-8 tiebreaker after

winning her first game 6-4.
“[The tournament] went well for us,”
Gann said. “Obviously, Amherst didn’t go
as well as we would have liked, but we are
taking a lot away from it.”
The Jumbos will host the Conn. College
Camels on Wednesday, and near the end
of the season, on April 25, they will got
another crack at the Lord Jeffs.
“We play Amherst again in a couple
weeks, and we’re ready to go out and work
hard over these next couple weeks to fix
some things we think we can do better next
time,” Gann said. “Hopefully next time, we
come out on top.”

After loss to Bowdoin, Tufts will hit the road

MEN’S TENNIS

continued from Back

with a win was No. 1 singles player Ben
Barad, whose unwavering on-court presence helped him take a pair of tiebreakers
and earn a 7-6 (5), 7-6 (2) victory. The win
continued a run of impressive play for the
junior, who did not lose a match during the
Jumbos’ four-match homestand.
In the rest of singles action, sophomore
Austin Blau and freshman Brian Tan were
the only players to push their counterparts
to a third set, and both eventually fell.
Lutz felt that, in his match, he not
only squandered a chance to force
a third set, but also to win outright.
Serving for the second set up 5-2, Lutz
was broken and couldn’t recover, losing

the remainder of the games.
“That singles match kind of described
the whole team,” he said. “We had spurts
of playing well but we just couldn’t put it
together at once.”
The Jumbos are already eager for redemption, and the NESCAC Championships at
the end of the month could offer them a
second shot at the Polar Bears. First, though,
they have to get there.
“We definitely believe we can give them
a run, so we just have to focus on the rest
of the season and make sure we can make
NESCACs,” Lutz said.
The loss brings the Jumbos’ record to 8-5
on the season and 2-2 in the conference,
leaving them in the middle of the standings
as they enter the heart of their schedule.

“Every one of these matches coming up
is very competitive,” Lutz said. “I think the
first half of our season has been building
us up to this part. We’ve all seen all of our
potential, and we all know that we have
played good tennis in the past few weeks.
We’re just hoping to bring it together.”
The team’s next three matches will be
away from the Hill, with the first stop at MIT
on Wednesday. It will be the Jumbos’ first
road match since the spring break trip.
Now, they are hoping to recapture the
rhythm that carried them to four straight
victories coming into this weekend.
“Losing is not the worst thing because
most of the time you’re not going to play
your best tennis,” Lutz said. “But you need
to find ways to win.”

NESCAC Athletes of the Week
Nakeisha jones | women’s track and field
	Senior Nakeisha Jones was honored with the women’s track and field NESCAC Performer of the week award following her impressive performance at the
George Davis Invitational, hosted by UMass Lowell, this past weekend.
	In her first meet of the outdoor season, Jones got off to a phenomenal start, placing first in the triple-jump with a leap of 37-10, out-jumping the secondplace finisher by over six inches. The seven-time All-American has been among the NESCAC’s best in the triple-jump throughout her carreer, winning the
conference title last season and placing second in 2010. She has also recorded All-American finishes at winter nationals all four years she has participated,
finishing in the top six at each meet.
Jones proceeded to place 18th in the long jump with a distance of 38-9 1/2, and 31st in the 100-meter dash, finishing in 13.47 seconds.
	Coming off a solid team performance, the Jumbos will look to improve on their times at the Skyhawk Classic at Stonehill College this weekend as they
continue to prepare for the NESCAC Championships at Bates on April 28.

Courtesy Tufts Athletics

allyson fournier | softball
	Freshman Allyson Fournier received NESCAC Pitcher of the Week honors for the second time this season following a remarkble week that included
a perfect game and a two-hitter in her two appearances. Fournier allowed just two hits total and struck out 26 batters in 13 innings in the week,
baffling the hitters from Babson and Trinity with her overpowering fastball while mixing in off-speed pitches.
	The right-hander improved to 9-0 on the season, including six complete games in her seven starts, while also leading the conference with a 0.61
ERA. Opponents have managed just 21 hits and five earned runs off of her all season.
Behind Fournier’s dominance on the mound, the Jumbos are undefeated in conference play and remain in first place in the NESCAC East division with an overall
record of 19-3. Coming off a weekend sweep of the Bantams, Tufts has several days off before beginning a three-game series at Colby on Friday. The Mules have
struggled mightily thus far in 2012, owning a 4-13 record halfway throught the season.
Meanwhile, Fournier will be looking to further improve her pristine numbers on the mound against the hapless Mules this weekend.
courtesy tufts athletics
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Sports

Inside Golf

Alex Prewitt | Live from Mudville

Seeing green: Watson’s miraculous shot
propels him to victory at The Masters
by

The PanicO-Meter

T

Alex Arthur

he MLB season is four days old at
the time of this column’s writing, 12
if you count the 20 innings played
overseas by the Seattle Mariners and
the Oakland Athletics, which only about
half the country does at this point, because
it was ridiculous.
The point is that four days is nary too
little time to start panicking. So let’s turn on
the talk radio stations, hitch up our collective fan pants — trademarked Fants will be
available in retail stores shortly — and fire up
the Panic-O-Meter to see which fans should
truly be worried about how their teams have
started the 2012 campaign.

Daily Staff Writer

On Sunday, with the world’s most prestigious green jacket on the line, two of the greatest shots ever hit at Augusta National told the
story of the 2012 Masters Tournament. There
was no Tiger Woods or Rory McIlroy among
the leaders, and after four holes on Sunday
even Phil Mickelson was on the outside looking in. But on a weekend that was supposed
to feature the aforementioned players, the
day belonged to Louis Oosthuizen, a smiley,
29-year-old, gap-toothed South African, and
Bubba Watson, a General Lee driving, boyband singing lefty who uses a pink driver.
And boy, did they produce the spectacular.
Oosthuizen made his move first. With
his approach shot on the 575-yard par five
second hole, Oosthuizen hit a four iron
from 253 yards out that landed on the front
of the green and rolled almost 80 yards
into the cup for the first double-eagle on
the hole in Masters history. The albatross
put Oosthuizen at eight-under, and after a
bogey from Peter Hanson at the third hole,
and a triple-bogey at four from Mickelson,
Oosthuizen was two shots clear of the
54-hole leaders.
Golfers struggled with the front nine on
Sunday, with none of the top-six finishers
shooting better than two-under, but the
back nine played the easiest it had all week.
Bo Van Pelt shot a 64, including six-under
on the back nine. Matt Kuchar went threeunder on the back nine and was one stroke
back with three holes left. But as the field
made its move to catch Oosthuizen, no one
came on stronger than playing partnerBubba Watson.
Before Watson’s victory this past weekend,
his previous best Masters finish was a 20thplace result in 2008. A perennial fan favorite,
Watson’s golf career has been inconsistent at
best. Known for his length off the tees, Watson
ranked second this past season in driving
distance, averaging 314.9 yards, yet struggled
with his accuracy, ranking 152nd in driving
accuracy at 56.9 percent. He was also poor on
the greens, ranking 120th in putting. Given
these inconsistencies, coupled with the fact
that Watson has publicly stated that he has
never taken a golf lesson or watched his swing
on video, it was beginning to look like one of
the most naturally talented golfers on tour
would never put it together to win a major. But

mct

With his ball surrounded by dirt and trees on the final sudden death hole of The Masters
on Sunday, Bubba Watson pulled off a remarkable shot that all-but sealed the victory.
all of that changed Sunday on the back nine.
After bogeying the 12th hole, Watson rattled off four straight birdies to pull himself
even with Oosthuizen at 10-under and earn
a share of the lead. In the sudden death
playoff, in which the players alternate playing the 18th and 10th holes, Watson and
Oosthuizen both parred the 18th. Then, on
the 10th tee, both players ran into trouble,
with Oosthuizen’s finding the rough and
Watson hooking his shot into the woods.
Watson found his ball 135 yards away
from the hole, sitting atop dirt, lying beneath
tree branches and providing a seemingly impossible angle to the cup. Watson
responded by snap-hooking a 52-degree
gap wedge that hooked 40 yards in the air
and settled 15 feet from the cup, one of the
most remarkable and clutch shots ever witnessed at Augusta.
“If I have a swing, I have a shot,”

Watson said afterward.
Watson proceeded to two-putt for the green
jacket, the first major title of his career.
Witnessing Watson’s emotional postvictory display and his candid press conference, it was easy to remember why he
is one of the more popular players on
tour. He’s all about family — he and his
wife recently adopted a newborn son, and
Watson clearly could not wait to leave
Augusta to go see him.
He also wears all white and uses a pink
driver as part of an effort to raise money for
a variety of charities he oversees.
“Golf isn’t everything for me,” Watson
said, just moments after notching the biggest win of his life.
And after winning his first career major,
it looks like it doesn’t need to be everything for him to find success on the sport’s
biggest stage.

Weikert has eased into role as senior team leader
BASEBALL

continued from Back

until matriculation later that month.
Casey asked why in the world he flew
two-and-a-half hours to the camp, even
though the recruitment process ended
when Weikert fell in love with the school
on his overnight visit, so much so that he
flew his ex-girlfriend up from Atlanta to
see the campus.
Weikert really just wanted to visit Tufts
again, check in and tell Casey that he
planned to room with pitcher Alex Cronkite.
Maybe, Weikert thought, Casey could get
them into a good freshman dorm.
“I looked at him, and I thought I had a
stroke and was on my way out, or this kid
looks incredibly like a kid we just recruited,”
Casey said. “It was surreal. He was the last
guy I thought I’d see there at that moment.
But that’s Weik.”
Being “Weik” involved calling in sick that
day for his summer job with Delta Airlines
and hopping on the first flight — free, of
course — to Logan Airport. No bags, just a
change of clothes that he brought for the
preplanned occasion. Weikert’s mother, a
Delta employee herself, still doesn’t know
about the impromptu voyage. She thought
he was working.
Weikert spent that summer working
40-hour weeks in the Atlanta heat, hauling cargo out of an enormous warehouse.
Shipments came in from across the
world. Ten-thousand pounds of lobster
from Boston. Pre-released PlayStation 3s.
Peppermint oil from India. One of those
barrels exploded. Weikert smelled like peppermint for the rest of the day.
“That’s about as grunge of work as you
can get, but it was good,” said Weikert,
who spent last summer with the Waikiki

Surfers in the Hawaii Collegiate Baseball
League. “It taught me some good, strong
work ethic stuff. It was brutal ... I’m glad I
don’t do that anymore.”
Or perhaps a more immediate example will suffice. For seven innings on
April 3 in the Jumbos’ non-conference
home opener against Brandeis, their bats
— Weikert’s included — went into stall
mode against freshman Kyle Brenner. In
the eighth, with senior Matt Collins on
first, Weikert ripped a fastball over the
left-center field wall, an opposite-field
bomb that set up senior Sam Sager’s
walk-off hit in the ninth.
The homer came one day after Weikert
was named NESCAC Player of the Week.
“When he’s at his best, he hits the ball
like he did against Brandeis in the eighth
inning,” Casey said. “He’s been big for us all
year, to be honest with you. I was talking to
the other coaches; I’m not sure there’s anyone we want up more with a runner on base
than him right now.”
Weikert saw action in 16 games his freshman year, operating off a “shut-up-andlisten” policy. In 2011, he was one of the
Jumbos’ most stable forces as the youngest
regular starter in a veteran-loaded lineup.
He hit .280, primarily out of the No. 6 spot,
and slugged two homers in consecutive
games during a crucial doubleheader sweep
of Bowdoin in late April.
And when five starters graduated in May,
Weikert was there, ready to step into a
leadership role, ready after two seasons of
listening and preparing. He opened up his
stance, modeled after those of big-league
first basemen Adrian Gonzalez and Ryan
Howard. Things have been more fluid and
comfortable since.
“We always felt he was good, and I think

he just found a way to keep getting better,”
Casey said. “He went from being a pretty
important guy for us last year in a lot of
ways to becoming a leader as a junior. And
that’s tough. Not a lot of guys do it.”
Not a lot of guys also make formal
requests to withhold statistics from conversation. But the new approach was a
conscious decision on Weikert’s part, made
before the season began and after the
Jumbos heard a talk on mental training.
They were shown an ESPN E:60 video
of Tampa Bay Rays third baseman Evan
Longoria and his journey from unrecruited high schooler to superstar. Longoria,
the video explained, followed three basic
guidelines to his success: faith in process,
being in the moment and taking it pitch by
pitch. Weikert was sold.
“Those are some things I’ve adopted from
Longoria, and it’s been incredible,” Weikert
said. “I used to be all about the numbers. I
was one of those guys who would analyze
the numbers and get caught up in the numbers game. But baseball’s more about the
process, and not the result.”
Weikert made a decision. Playing the
game by the numbers was too stress inducing. It doesn’t matter if he goes 5-for-6 or
0-for-6. That’s just how it was going to be.
On a blustery Thursday afternoon, one
day before Tufts began a three-game series
against Trinity, Weikert approached a bike
rack outside Carmichael Hall to unlock his
newest purchase, a red moped.
He needed a way to get to Davis Square
during the summer so, after convincing his
parents, Weikert browsed Craigslist for two
weeks and found this, a small investment.
Weikert bought the moped on
Wednesday.
His first ride was to practice.

Boston Red Sox
Bring out the ghost of Paul Revere for
another midnight ride through Beantown.
The Red Sox are winless at 0-3, which in
Boston of course extrapolates to a harbinger
for a dismal season, one ripe with blown
saves and internal strife between GM Ben
Cherington and manager Bobby Valentine.
As bad as what the Fenway Faithful went
through in 2011 was, with a delicious, original
recipe collapse served on a national platter
with a family-sized side of shame, the Sox’s
opening series at Detroit might have been
worse. A walk-off ended Opening Day, followed by a 10-0 blowout in Game 2. With the
series already lost, Boston blew a three-run
lead in the ninth and a two-run margin in
the 11th, the coup de grace coming on, yes,
another walk-off and another late-inning collapse from new face Mark Melancon.
Yesterday, Boston Globe columnist and
Tufts alum Tony Massarotti wrote a piece
titled, “Who is to blame for the Red Sox’ many
failures?” Answers included the players, they
of the infamous beer-and-chicken incident of
late 2011, the exiled Theo Epstein and former
manager Terry Francona. I could write for
pages about how fans and the media implement the scapegoat mechanism to centralize
blame and alleviate personal pain. Is it too
early to play the blame game in Boston?
Panic Level: Roughly equivalent to finding
a rat tail in your bucket of extra crispy breasts.
Or drinking Budweiser.
Miami Marlins
A new alliterative name brought a literally disastrous opening series in South Beach.
More so than the club’s 2-3 start was when
manager Ozzie Guillen came under fire over
comments published last week when he
expressed admiration for Fidel Castro. Not
exactly the best move for the traditionally
outspoken Guillen, especially in Miami.
In an article published last week for Time,
Guillen told the magazine that he loves
Castro and respects him for remaining in
power. During his first news conference as the
Marlins’ new manager last fall, he was asked
a question about supporting Venezuelan
President Hugo Chavez, so there’s a historical
connection here between Guillen and controversial world leaders.
Of course, the logical connection between
comments that were likely taken out of context — either by the article itself or by the
public in the ensuing backlash that Guillen’s
words caused — and the Marlins’ future is
that Miami employs a Communist-backing
manager in a city with a substantial Cuban
population. This is the obvious conclusion.
Any other is simply irrational.
Panic Level: 4 out of 5 Communist dictators, Sacha Baron Cohen notwithstanding.
New York Mets and Baltimore Orioles
Things are weird these days in New York
and Baltimore. The Yankees are winless, the
Pinstripe Panic Level is hovering somewhere
between “Full-blown” and “Steinbrenner
grave-rolling,” and the Mets and Orioles are
undefeated. Granted, the Orioles swept a
hapless Twins squad that made a lackluster
Baltimore staff look like Cy Young contenders,
and the Mets squeaked out three wins by an
aggregate of five runs against the Braves. The
overarching question: How long will it take for
optimism to turn into dread?
Panic Level: 3.5 out of five confused Mets
and Orioles fans, who will inevitably hurt
themselves in their confusion.
Alex Prewitt is a senior majoring in English
and religion. He can be reached on his blog
at http://livefrommudville.blogspot.com or
followed on Twitter at @Alex_Prewitt.
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Sailing

Baseball

Sailors ride highs
and lows of busy
weekend
by

Andy Wong

Daily Staff Writer

In a weekend filled with regattas for
both the co-ed and women’s sailing
teams, the Jumbos came away with a
mixed bag of results.
The biggest event of the weekend was
the Jan T. Friis Trophy co-ed team race,
hosted by the Jumbos on Mystic Lake on
Saturday and Sunday.
In the qualifying round on Saturday,
which was split between two venues, the
Jumbos blitzed the competition, picking up wins over Brown, Dartmouth, St.
Mary’s, Rhode Island and Vermont, while
losing only to Yale, albeit in both rounds
of qualifiers.
With a 9-3 record, the team was tied
for second place at Mystic Lake heading
into the second round on Sunday, when
the top eight teams met for another
two rounds of competitive sailing. But
despite having a “home-lake” advantage,
the Jumbos finished with just seven wins
and seven losses against the heightened
competition, good for fifth place overall.
“In general, we were a little disappointed with our performance,” junior
co-captain Will Hutchings said. “On
paper, we know we can beat the teams
that finished ahead of us. Looking back,
at least [Sunday], we had some bad luck
that we couldn’t control.”
Despite the discouraging team race
results, the co-ed fleet racing teams
continued their excellent season, highlighted by a first-place performance
at the in-conference Admiral Alymer’s
Trophy held at Mass. Maritime. Juniors
see SAILING, page 10
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Despite paying no attention to his stats this season — or maybe because of it — junior Eric Weikert is having a breakout year at the plate.

Power without numbers Weikert’s focus
by

Alex Prewitt

Daily Editorial Board

Request an interview from Eric Weikert
and the Georgia native will oblige in a
manner befitting a true Southern gentleman. However, he will politely insist on a
small caveat.
No mentioning the junior’s stats. No batting average, no RBI totals, no homers. Digits
cloud focus. Numbers can lie.

This presents an obvious challenge: How
do you capture success in a sport that lends
itself to statistical analysis more than any
other? How do you define a baseball player
whose every swing, throw and catch is eternalized in cyberspace? What does Weikert
contribute to the baseball team that can’t be
logged according to formulas?
To find the answer, perhaps we need
to go back to 2009, to an early August
morning at Huskins Field. Across from

Cousens Gym, coach John Casey and his
staff were prepping the diamond for the
Top 96 showcase clinic, when a casually
dressed kid, looking eerily similar to one
the Jumbos had recruited months earlier,
walked across the field and said hello.
Casey must have thought he saw a ghost.
It was Weikert. All the way from Georgia.
He wasn’t scheduled to show up at Tufts
see BASEBALL, page 11

Men’s Tennis

Women’s Tennis

Bowdoin freezes Tufts’ winning
streak at four with 8-1 victory

Tufts reaches finals
of Nor’Easter Bowl

by

Marcus Budline
Daily Staff Writer

Riding high on the momentum
of a four-match winning streak, the
men’s tennis team hosted national

by Jake Indursky

Daily Staff Writer

This past weekend, Tufts got
the opportunity it was looking
for: a head-to-head battle against

MEN’S TENNIS
(8-5 Overall, 2-2 NESCAC)

WOMEN’S TENNIS
(5-4 Overall, 1-0 NESCAC)

Voute Courts, Saturday

Waltham, MA, Sunday
Nor’Easter Bowl Finals
Amherst
8
Tufts		
1

Bowdoin
Tufts		

8
1

No. 10 Bowdoin on Saturday with
hopes of springing an early April
upset. But it didn’t take long for the
Polar Bears to dash those hopes,
sweeping the three doubles matches to take a commanding 3-0 early
lead on their way to an 8-1 victory.
Coming into the match, the
Jumbos felt they would need at
least two of the three doubles contests to take down the Polar Bears.
When they lost all three, they knew
the rest of the day would be an
uphill battle.
“As a team, I just don’t think we
came out with as much intensity as
we meant to,” junior Andrew Lutz
said. “Getting down 3-0 to a top 10
team in the nation is not the way
you want to start a match.”
Of the three doubles partnerships, Lutz and his partner — sophomore Matt Pataro — managed to
keep things the closest, eventually
falling in an 8-5 loss.
“It’s really a bummer when you
get down 3-0,” Pataro said. “But

Waltham, MA, Saturday
Nor’Easter Bowl Semifinals
Tufts
7
Wellesley		
2
Waltham, MA, Friday
Nor’Easter Bowl First Round
MIT
1
Tufts		
8

scott tingley / the Tufts Daily

Junior Ben Barad squeaked out wins in a couple of tiebreakers to beat his
Bowdoin singles opponent on Saturday, and did not lose at all during the
Jumbos’ four-match homestand.
we really wanted to win this match
and I think we realized that we really needed to pick it up in singles.”
With their early gameplan off
the table, the Jumbos made a concerted effort to turn up their ener-

gy, but found that they just couldn’t
match the strength of the Polar
Bears’ nationally ranked players.
The only Jumbo to come away
see MEN’S TENNIS, page 10

Amherst, the nation’s thirdranked team and Tufts’ perennial
NESCAC rival. But ultimately, the
Lord Jeffs proved too much to
handle, and the Jumbos fell short
in the finals of the Nor’Easter
Bowl at Wellesley to close out an
otherwise successful weekend.
The 12th-ranked Jumbos
have plenty of positives to
take away from the three-day
tournament, where they dispatched two solid squads in the
Engineers and the Blue to reach
the championship match.
Tufts’ first opponent in the
bracket-style tournament was

MIT, a team the Jumbos had
already played and beaten once
this season. The results were the
same the second time, with MIT
falling 8-1. Tufts dominated in
singles play, led by an almost
perfect performance from junior
Janice Lam, who won 6-0, 6-1.
The No. 1 doubles team, consisting of Lam and junior captain
Lindsay Katz, was tripped up,
losing its match 8-5.
“I thought [the first two matches] went really well,” said sophomore Samantha Gann, who won
her first singles match 6-3, 6-3.
“We came out really focused
and really fired up. We took two
good teams that could have been
tough matchups, and we really
handled them well and just took
care of business.”
The second of those teams
was 18th-ranked Wellesley, which
certainly expected to provide
Tufts with a challenge. Instead,
Tufts strolled to a 7-2 victory, and
while Wellesley proved tougher
than MIT, the Jumbos buckled
down when they had to and
earned the victory over the Blue.
Sophomore Shelci Bowman
came away with two hard-fought
wins, in No. 2 singles spot and
No. 1 doubles. Bowman had to
climb back from a 6-4 loss in her
first set, and she did so in convincing fashion, winning her next
two sets 6-3, 6-4. In her doubles
match, Bowman and first-year
Sophie Schonfeld played hard to
see WOMEN’S TENNIS, page 10

