


Why Take Descartes’ Principia Seriously? 
 
 

¾ It had enormous influence at the time, including influence 
on Newton, not merely through its proposals, but through 
the questions it put forward as calling for answers 
 

¾ Newton’s Principia was written to a significant extent in 
response to it, with the intent of displaying how empirical 
investigation ought to be carried out 

 
¾ The opposition to Newton’s Principia on the continent over 

most of a half-century after it was first published was 
rooted largely in Cartesian considerations 

 
¾ It exemplified a conception of “science” – that is, how to 

conduct empirical research – that has surfaced again and 
again in subsequent, including present-day, times 

 
¾ It fundamentally recast the way in which curvilinear motion 

is conceptualized, in the process forging what was arguably 
the crucial breakthrough leading to modern physics 










