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Introduction

In August of 2003, the 18th Encuentro de Mujeres (Women's Encounter) was edgarttze
city of Rosario, Argentina. The Encuentro was not a new occasion betaes2385 it had become a
yearly Argentine feminist evehtThe year 2003 did not mark a special anniversary in the struggle for
female emancipation in Argentina nor around the world; yet, this partouhéerence proved to be a
turning point for the women's movement in Argentina. The monokthétientroghat typically brought
together approximately 1,000 feminists would be appropriated in the early@p@tmusands of women
from the popular sectors of society. In describing the closing day of the cw#eavhich concluded with
a march through the city of RosarioRagina 1Zjournalist stated, "It was a column of more than ten
thousangiqueteraselderly, feministsprovincialistas indigenous, young, lesbiacabecitas mothers,
single or married women who made themselves visible with the simple asgedn inscribed kerchief,
a unison call that transgressed all the identities: the right tdedeuer their bodies™ Sizeable
delegations from popular sector organizations participated wearing thanization's pull-over vests and
banners depicting their political affiliation. The sheer number of jzatits at 2003 Encuentro
surpassed previous gatherings. But, beyond the question of numbers was their urfisotfresdland
legal abortion." Embracing this call were the most economically anticpthyi marginalized sectors of
society—i.e., th@ther Argentina. Pictures from the Rosario Encuentro show a coalescence of
womanismskrom an indigenous woman holding an Aymara flag to members of Madres de lddPlaza

Mayo topigueterasand many others. Following the 2003 Rosario Encuentro, the women's movement

! Encuentrocan either mean encounter or conference.

2 piqueterasmeaning 'picketers' refers individuals who paptte in the social protest tactic of road blockades
initiated by unemployed workers to demand work, latér taken by workers on strike and neighborhood
organizations demanding government assistanogill he discussed in more detail in ChapteP4gvincialistas
meaning ‘provincialists' refers to people who livéhe "other" Argentina--i.e., not Buenos AireBhe term marks
political and social division pervasive in Argemihistory;Cabecitas The literal term icabecitas negrar 'black
heads.' Itis a derogatory term used by white Atiges, mainly in Buenos Aires, towards those peaeyth dark
skin from provinces who migrate into Greater BueAoss.

% Marta Dillon. "Diez Mil Mujeres Marcharon por Respenalizacién del AbortoPagina 12(18 de Agosto de
2003): http://lwww.paginal2.com.ar/diario/elpaisA280-2003-08-18.html.



had been transformed into a social movement expressed through the exposemtiastreet protests and
women's rights campaigns. The movement pushed issues such as abortiihe ferfanticide, and
sexual violence against women into the space of public discourse. By 2005-20@&¢meemt began to
articulate a politics of gender whose analysis clearly sought t@dttersystemic patriarchy and would
redefine the prefigurative contours that would challenge the acceptedgiars of Argentine
gynocitizenry. In this period, the political voice that developed from 'a contyrmafnivomen' pueblo de
mujere$ also included voices frofmelow This coalescence of female voices and multi-class and multi-
racial involvement conveyedmaujerismo populafpopular womanism); a populism best characterized by
the movement's vision and demands that went beyond a set of democratic deitrandise current
status quo of society, and instead formulated a new hegemonic countenandeftee4}. However,
lack of recognition by the state and minimal support from male comradd®insoicial movement
circles impeded the movement's goals and momentum—but only to a certain extent

While the project of writing and researching this thesis did not alroat until my arrival at
Tufts University in 2009, | had begun to follow the women's movementgaeriina after two trips |
made there soon after the fall of the economy—first at the end of Dec26tileand again in April
2002. During those trips | had the opportunity to observe spontaneous mass demonstrakioins, ba
shambles, neighborhood assemblies, recovered factories, and vibraralm@ibates virtually in every
street corner. Unable to find adequate news in mainstream medialabaumerging female voice
within these mounting social movements, | began reading stories publishestnatale media sites,
such as Indymedia Argentina. The articles published in Indymedia are mapdytlmypants and it is
where they share personal anecdotes about street protests and eoadlphotos. Through
Indymedia | found out about the 2003 Encuentro and other demonstrations connected tegtrmiingn
women's movement. But, looming over the articles | read and photographsvedbsasked the
guestion: why now? And how is this women's movement different from the iWésteinist experience?
—if at all. These questions stayed with me and impelled my initighrese | view this project as

"incomplete"” in the sense that | view it as a continual process leesaiting and researching led me to



more questions. Nevertheless, it is a start and it is a topichtbpelto continue to follow and study.
While | should say that my passion for history is what has driven this waslactually my passion for
social justice.

In this thesis, | seek to explore and analyze the reasons for the momentoulyinflomen from
belowinto the broader women's movement. The 2003 Encuentro in Rosads atatihe crux in which
the movement became a social movement, initiating the breaking of thstéomting silence surrounding
the abortion taboo. | argue that women frioefoworganically transformed the women's movement in
2003 into anewwomen's movement embedded by the memories of state violence of the 19708@s,
as well as the experiences of economic discord and the new socahert¢ during the 1990s. To
uncover the layers of causations and articulations that influenced teetsigband objective realities for
the radicalization of these women, the first three chapters ahtéss offers foundational elements to
unravel the movement's historical depth. Chapter 1, titled "Moderniaidggentine Motherhood and
early Feminisms," will discuss the relationship between women and thatieystate from 1870 to
1955, which defined gynocitizenry within the national imaginary as motheest Underlying
women's role as mothers of the nation, the Argentine state made women oofnatvtgitening”
campaign that was complimented by the state's genocidal campaign agajestdndipopulations and,
later, a eugenics program. These racist and sexist policieatestity the Argentine state would have
two affects. First, it institutionalized two different Argentinasre modern, industrial, and white and the
other"backward," rural, and dark skin. Second, female sexuality was tiedtherhood but,
furthermore, their sexual reproductive rights would be controlled amdlated by the so-called needs of
the state. This section will also discuss the criminalization of abdrtithe late 19th century. The
second part of Chapter 1 will explore the complicated history of femimigxngentina. What initially
seemed as a fluid term embraced by different groups of women frosad wdaiss backgrounds and
ideologies in the beginning of the 20th century would become more confined bgmhidyc In essence,
feminism in Argentina initially manifested as a plural ideéeofinisms

Chapter 2, "Revolution, Dictatorship, and Democracy: Reframing Motherhdta&nShip, and



Feminism," will turn to the difficult years of revolutionary reéaisce and military dictatorship in the
1960s and 1970s, respectively. It will describe the few feminist groups thaidenee in response to
second wave feminism and the development for the first time the demangaiardd abortion. The
second section will discuss the gendered experience of state i@prging the dictatorial years (1976-
1983) that exposed women to state violence in a particular way. State viplesieed female
revolutionaries for supposedly falling out of their sphere of feminimitl"@roper" female roles. Yet, the
motherhood that the Argentine state embraced so dearly would mutate intba sf/subversive
resistance. Mothers, whose children waisappearedy the state, would constituteralitant
motherhooddemanding from the dictatorial state the whereabouts of theirehildhere are they? This
chapter will also discuss the reconfigurations of feminism witheéhem of democracy and the creation
of encuentros@s a new space. Feminists in the 1980s and 1990s were deeply marked by thfe years
military dictatorship, but also by their retrospective analystbair revolutionary days as unequal
partners and the experience by some (mostly political exiles) with Mydsteinism. The question of
legalizing abortion would return on the agenda in this period anédjaiional prominence in the mid
1990s but not as an offensive campaign but, rather, as a defensive campaign.

Chapter 3, "The Silenced Abortion Crisis and Gendering Neoliberalisnhdisguss how
neoliberalism affected women and the two Argentinas differently. The econdsis of the 1990s,
caused by neoliberal policies and internal corruption, evoked disparatestatniins that affected the
poor provinces, primarily in the north, the most. At the same time, abortiorbegfas to rise and reach
extraordinarily high proportions in the marginalized provinces. Yet, thecpdibtourse on abortion did
not mirror this reality and, in essence, silence surrounded this formtefsblence. Chapter 4, "The
New Social Movements, the Rosario Encuentro, and Defining the New Womeresngiol describes
the organic elements that drew women fitostowto attend the Rosario Encuentro. It will also coalesce
many of the issues discussed into the previous chapters. Chapter 4 willalyze &ow the private
female sphere was decentered by neoliberalism, which pushed largasettivomen into the

public/political sphere. In essence, women were major participants tmgreaw spaces and forms of
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political discourse, but were not rewarded equal recognition by their maladesnrThe second section
of this chapter will examine the role pigueterasand recovered factory workers in the 2002 and 2003
encuentros This new influx of working-class women would mark the character of themmeant. The
last section of this chapter engages on a theoretical level with the lypflur academics who attempt to
describe and define this new women's movement frelow

The final chapter, "The Case of Romina Tejerina," exemplifies a taaked by the new
women's movement and helped shape the character of the movement. $easmacpresents the social
injustices experienced by women in Argentina rooted in systemic patyjas well as the added layer of
racism experienced most acutely in the Argentina provinces—abpét the Northern provinces where
Tejerina is from. While the Tejerina case was deeply controvergiainiéd national prominence due to
support from the new women's movement. Reciprocally, the case alongheitrerperiences propelled

the women's movement to sharpen their positions, political terms, artcastiers.



Chapter 1
Modernizing an Argentine Motherhood and early Feminsms

This chapter will explore the relationship between women and the Argestate from 1870 to
1955 with a focus on how motherhood, sexuality, and abortion were construed by the state and it
institutions in what would define Argentine female citizenship. This@ealong with Chapter 2 and 3,
functions as historical background to the central argument and discussentpcein this thesis. The
overall text will be mindful of female identity as a complex procedgénted by the state, social mores,
political interests, and class realities that come to embody a gersteiadconstruct. Women have been
all too often viewed via their reproductive capacity—i.e., as motiWrsle certain aspects of female
sexuality hold some universal qualities, there are endemic conditiona thighArgentine historical
statist narrative that denote this construction.

There are three important components that will be analyzed throughathdbter to explain the
historical development that would eventually affect the politics of thew@men's movement in the
early 2000s. Within the three components that will be discussed, atienship of the female body (her
rights as a citizen and laws affecting her social mobility) withAttgeentine state will be analyzed, as it is
the core of this project. The first component is about the role of tiee iséav social classes, and political
ideologies in molding and limiting, fromboveand frombelow the delineations of female citizenship
and sexual rights. Within this discussion, the modernization plans of thetéegstate directly
impinged upon the female space. In essence, women became conduits forah 'atitening”
campaign complimented by the state's genocidal crusade against the indigenoushities and, later, a
eugenics program. The state presentedlifics of maternitythat clashed witimaternity as politicsas
the former placed the needs and vision of the state as its priority. €rad hittodern vision of the mid to
late 19th century thus created two Argentinas that remain to trenpidesy/—one modern and white and
theotheras "backward," rural, and dark skin.

Secondly, this chapter will discuss the complicated roots of femimiArgentina, as well as



myriad positions and platforms raised by feminists and women who began to colimeptyalitics of
gender in the early 20th century. In the initial part of the century, theofdeminism proved fluid in its
understanding, thus better explained in the plural form as feminisms. Femtd#yn the women's
movement and feminism are both products of the modern state and rejoinderst&d, $amilial, and
political shifts manifested in Europe, in the Americas, and, in thigpkt analysis, in Argentina. A
product of republican ideals and mass urbanization, feminism takes on a diffiegarihg in Argentina
compared to contemporary European feminists because the term waseehliyrdcgentine socialist and
anarchist women in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, which variesatisagticn the European
experience. Yet, by the middle of the 20th century, more radically-minded wossssaltiated
themselves from using the term feminism and instead embraced thstelggte as the ultimate form of
struggle. The women who remained within the feminist movement followi§380s were mostly
white, middle to upper-middle class, college educated women. The class diaidgsa Argentinean
women who sought social change—some for the working class and othersrfgetitr—helps explain
why by the late 20th century feminists geet of and nothewomen's movement.

The third element that will be discussed is the politics of Peromsinth@ controversial role
"Evita" (Eva Duarte de Peron) played in spearheading female ensanait and how Peronism
affected the female space for working-class women. The classrtemsanifested during Peron's first
presidency trickled into the arena of gender politics. Feministsssqufeoublic opposition to the Perons'
suffrage campaign as they felt, rightly so, that it was done to co-opbtheng-class vote. While some
middle class and elite feminists and women felt that working-classewaewuld follow suit with the
politics of Peronism blindly, they also did not take into account tiealvtitking-class allegiance towards

Peronism was also incorporate the politicfusficialisme—i.e., social justice—as part of their idenfity.

Motherhood between civilization and barbarism

4 Justicialismocan be translated in a literal sense as “jussog’ibut it is often defined as the politics of mbc
justice. Juan Peron’s political party is calledtigla Justicialista, but often referenced in Englis the Peronist
Party.



While motherhood was already naturalized as an essential part of tile fdemtity in the
colonial period, the relationship between female reproduction and the gaypower structure became
further delineated with the consolidation of the modern nation-state. s€astmlization and conflation
of female citizenship which gave female sexuality a state-appomredur was exemplified by the
Argentine state's concern to control female reproduction and, in the grideeseproduction afs future
citizens was coerced to reflect the mounting liberal ideologies diintiee When discussing 19th century
Argentine history, it appears as an uber-white-elite-masculine hist@hyle this view gives no agency to
other players who shaped Argentina, it does highlight that those with andradglet for power greatly
affected those not recognized by the political and statist structureralQerthe construction of the
Argentine imaginary was the so-called battle between civilizatnwhbarbarism. For the purposes of this
work, particular emphasis will be given to the place of women within tiyertine state and how women
have been affected by this worldview dichotomy.

Following independence from Spain, the territory known as the United ProohRés de la
Plata formed into the Federal League in 1815. The early history of indep&ideia Plata was plagued
by a series of civil wars and territorial split-offs. During {bésiod, the political-military strongman, or
caudillo, Juan Manuel de Rosas (1793-1877) gained prominence and ruled over these pravinces (
federation) with an iron fist until his ouster in 185M 1853 a constitution consolidated the Argentine
Confederation encompassing mainly present-day Buenos Aires Provindeatortheastern territories.
However, both the consolidation and the continual expansion of the territArgeritina influenced by
the colonial zeal of manifest destiny would further define its sidgsiogy of modernity. The mounting
disagreements over the political trajectory and organization of gpenfine state eventually led to civil
war battles between the two main political factions of the eli@adlans and the Federalists. Around
this period of turmoil amongst the elite, Domingo Faustino Sarmiento (1811-1888jluantial

Unitarian and liberal figure of that period, came to articulate thegabtensions of the time, as well as

® John LynchArgentine Caudillo: Juan Manuel de Ros@xford: SR Books, 2001; While this book is the
authoritative academic book about Rosas, Lynchepteshis own racist and sexist prejudices withgHistorical
narrative.



his own political vision, in his 1845 bodlacundo: Civilization and Barbarisnthat he wrote during his
exile in Chile. InFacundq "[t]he dichotomy civilization-barbarism is traversed by differe," notes
Diana Sorensen Goodrich fiacundo and the Construction of Argentine Culfur&orensen Goodrich
further explicates that Sarmient&acundonot only impacted politics, but the construction of Argentine
culture and the imagineatgentinidadof which she adds, "Not surprisingly, its terms end up not so much
referring to a specific condition, as to problematic conceptions dlsadiies.” Sarmiento's text places
Facundo Quiroga, @audillo from La Rioja, as the protagonist of “barbarism” and an example of the
political ills that restrict the nation from modernizing and civiliZinglowever, the "backward
barbarians" was also a reference to the politics of Federalism aradticular, of Juan Manuel de Rosas
and the so-called "untamed" territories whgaechosoamed. As the Argentine state further expanded,
the indigenous communities were implicated as a detriment to "eiudi?' (the European ideal), which
lead to a genocidal campaign against the communities of First Pedydepolicy of genocide, known as
the Desert Campaigns, had originally been implemented by the Rosasmereand continued by the
Unitarians.

Sarmiento's presidency (1868-1874) signaled a liberal victory arnttkesgtaundwork for a
centralized government that would undertake the project of modernization.wathdtthismodernand
civilized nation look like and how would it affect the women living within its borelekéuch like in
Sarmiento's~acundg women are present but of secondary consequence. Also, muchHieuimdoand
other writings by Sarmiento, women as mothers play an essential role ondteuction of the modern
state since the responsibility of upbringing modern-acting citizeredrestthe citizen-mother. In an

1843 article, Sarmiento states that, "simply by instinct and the adendiplosition of her nature, she

® Diana Sorensen Goodrichacundo and the Construction of Argentine Culffeustin: The University of Texas
Press, 1996), 6.

" bid.

8 See footnote 6.

% A caudillois military strong-man and is used at times symomysly with tyrant. Sarmiento viewed the politafs
caudillismoas systemic in their "backward" nature as a ndtiahhad to be revamped through a process of
modernization. For Sarmiento, thauchogcowboys of the pampas) also came to represenbérbarism he
sought to rid. His views are best in his 1845 bBakundo: Civilization and Barbarism



knows how to bend to the condition of a chiti.Thus, according to Sarmineto, the role of the citizen-
mother is vital but must also be directed. The education of women was an imhportgonent of
Sarmiento's proto-positivist vision. A proper and institutiondlieéucation would influence the molding
of civilized citizens and stifle the so-called problematic mothers whttlaaise caudillos and gauchos.
The creation of Normal Schools for women was a decisive modern purview.e Ondthand, it gave
some women the opportunity to have access to education and become teachers, whitiomvastous
experience; yet, since the schools were created and led by the state, ohegoana that the state and
these schools commanded the type of women (citizen-mother) envisioned by and\fgettitane
nation-state.

In the article "Las mujeres y el imaginario nacional en el sigi¢' XIWomen and national
imaginary in the 19th century") by Mary Louise Pratt, she argueinthia 19th century women became
inhabitantsof a nation that marginalized their political inclusfonThus, the state defined the civic role
of women within the cultural sphere of the national patrimony. Lucia Lionatéssin her article
"Ciudadanas utiles para la patria” (“Useful citizens for theon&tithat women were given the
responsibility of reproducing and populating the nation with white, uncontaminatéceohwhile
maintaining the cultural legacy of the natidn.This exemplifies a well-embedded politics of racism and
sexism not recognized as part of the Argentine state imaginary. ti@mn@tPratt share the view that this
gender dichotomy gave men the role of constructing a modern and forwainglstate that battled the
remnants of colonialism, while women were allowed to embrace those citégaieies as the holders of
tradition and of a nostalgic past.Gender theory scholars articulate this dichotomy as the public (male)
and private (female) spheres in which the public is political andritate is cultural.

Following the genocidal Desert Campaigns from the 1940s to the 1870s, essaggEuropean

10 Elizabeth Garrels, "Sarmiento and the Woman Quaskoom 1839 to the Facundo," ed.Tulio halperin grain
et al,Sarmiento: Author of a NatiofBerkeley: University of California Press, 199286.

1 Mary Louise Pratt, "Las mujeres y el imaginarioinaal en el siglo XIX,"Revista de Critica Literaria
Latinoamericandl9, no. 38 (1993), 55.

12\ ucia Lionetti, "Ciudadanas Utiles para la pattia.educacion de las 'hijas del pueblo' en Argern{ti884-
1916),"The America$8, no. 2 (Oct., 2001), 223.

13 Pratt, "Las mujeres y el imaginario nacional," 35-bionetti, "Ciudadanas utiles para la patria,3224.



immigration program soon followed. The policy of "gobernar es poblar," or "tergas to populate,”
coined by a Generation '37 theorist Juan Bautista Alberdi, was th@siateted campaign to colonize
the alleged empty territories of southern Argentina—la Patagbmimwever, the European immigrants
proved to be more problematic for the ruling elite than expected and tlemnhadzan proletariat was
soon accused of uncivilized practices such as open promiscuity, ensteq, importers of radical ideas,
and their so-called disorderly living was blamed for the existehogass urban poverty. In the book
Between Civilization & Barbarisroy Francine Masiello, she places the 1880s as a decade in which the
Argentine ruling elite and intellectuals expressed their risingegnidwards the troublesome immigrants
in the literary texts of the time in which immigrants and workers vilegrated as volatile and
undisciplined” In the literary works of the time, a certain troupe appeared thatsseut the underlining
anxieties. The love tensions between a male anarchist and a faostitute, whose relationship could
be interpreted as the ultimate form of social danger because themoagon of their union could
avalanche society into social revolution. Fear towards immigranvitaeg!' in the late 19th and early
20th centuries was mostly due to prejudices against southern Europearnali@es, &nd Spaniards). The
Italians and Spaniards, however, did bring radical ideas growing among thaerpdasses such as
anarchism, socialism, and Marxism that influenced the creation ofldngarass identity, as well as
representative organizations such as labor unions. In analyzing theylitarratives of the late 19th
century, Masiello explains that female characters in novetesepted the fear of chaos as the Eves of the
modern world who were often described as disruptive, promiscuous, and oftertiasi@sosl he
canonization of the middle-class and the nuclear family in that sancareeto be viewed by
modernization theorists and intellects as an indispensibleigtubiat would redeem the urban social
discord. In other words, the state found it necessary to articulttterfapolitics of maternitythat sought

to solidify Argentine gynocitizenry within the citizen-mother paradibat sought to essentialize and

14 Marcela NariPoliticas de maternidad y maternalismo politicoeBas Aires, 1890-194Buenos Aires,
Ediciones Biblos, 2004), 23.

15 For a more complete work from a literary analyssspective in the changes of motherhood withinAtgentine
national imaginary between 1830 and 1930 see: Framdasiello,Between Civilization & Barbarism: Women,
Nation, and Literary Culture in Modern Argentiflaincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992).



universalize the middle-class values being promoted by the United Stat&¥estern Europe.

Motherhood and the Argentine state

The 1890s in Argentina was a momentous period that brought about the beginning of
industrialization of agriculture, the growth of the meatpacking andeemtustries, and the expansion of
the railroad. These economic initiatives gave rise to the evenpansion of new social classes like the
industrial proletariat and the middle-class who, in time, would demandkkision into governmental
politics. As new class identities were constructed so were new ghlitierests and some women who,
in the process, revaluated and questioned their role within the nation. Mdidsewvomen who benefited
from the expansion of education were accorded greater social mobility thangvoidss women. But
working-class women who labored as domestic workers and in factoriegeexpermore public
mobility (whose morality was already deemed as questionable doeitaacial class origin) and they
had legal control over their wages, unlike wealthy women who indegitperty who did not have
control over familial property or wealtfi.

Once taking office in 1868, President Domingo Sarmiento passed the Argentir@oGe that
was heavily influenced by the 1804 Napoleonic Codes and British legislation weatbdcivic
marriage and secular education within the confingmatia potestad’ In essence, the legislation of a
"public patria potestad”, which reflected the push towards sectianizeegitimized state intervention in
family and inheritance disputé$.The Argentine Civil Code largely defined female citizenship and the

role of the citizen-mother, but such delineations are rooted in theadatisectic process rooted in the

16 Lionetti, "Ciudadanas Utiles para la patria," 239.

1 patria potestadierives from the Latiparens patriaeand Roman law which means "parent of the natibat' t
gives men legal power over their family. In Rontaw, the family (orfamilia) meant wife, children and slaves.
Under Spanish colonialism and then transferredwasd independent American nations, patria potefstactioned
as a legal code the affirmed patriarchy and matgérobover the family, meaning over women, childrand slaves.
18 Marcela NariPoliticas de maternidad y maternalismo politicoeBas Aires, 1890-194Buenos Aires,
Ediciones Biblos, 2004), 65.



relationship of these codes with broader societfccording to Dora Barrancos, the 1868 Code proved
more restrictive for women in comparison to colonial law. Barrancosfusthtes that liberalism and
modernism came to reflect, as already mentioned, a growing middletiaséa patrimonial order
over the "private right" that essentially gave men with propegiy twn respective crowns, but also
became more open to state intervention than in the colonial f&riattile patria potestacalready
placed women under the guise of their father or husband (and even brotherhgh#ws over
property rights tied women even closer to the male head since men withywoger given a level of
autonomy withirhis home and family that were deemed the male head's private sphere. Bilewit
growth of urbanization and new social classes, over time, legadeeslowly gave women greater
control over inherited property and the divorce process a poss{eWyn though public shame associated
with divorce continued as a middle-class and slitgialis regulam

In Politics of Maternity and Maternity as Politicklarcela Nari's work describes the political
evolution of maternity in Buenos Aires from 1890-1940. Nari notes that the yearso1B®#0twas an
era when the politics of maternity was consolidated which wksted in the debates surrounding the
Woman Question and the Social Question, as well as the changing legal caugshditime’™ Within
those epistemological debates, the issues of what would be categotiratiies" and as a "societal
need" reflected the motivation of the grandeur project of expansiorobordzation. Evolving from the
politics of "to govern is to populate" was the genocidal and raciggrD@ampaigns that sought to create
an "Argentine race." Within this idea of the "Argentine racgbliical vision was derived to control the
unruly laboring classes as well as female sexuality. This infldetheestatist institutionalization of
motherhood or, as Nari coins it, the politics of maternity. She explainththatstitutionalization of

political maternity (manifested in both formal and informal educatiag led by the state and the

9 paula Halperin, "Mi mama me mima. Mujeres, medicascialistas en Union y LaboiCuerpos, Géneros e
IdentidadegBuenos Aires: Ediciones del Siglo, 2000), 111-112

20 bora Barrancos, "Problematic Modernity: Genderpusdi®y, and reproduction in twentieth-century Argea,"
Journal of Women's Histord8, no. 2 (Summer 2006), 127-128.

%1 The Social Question is mentioned because the Wdnastion was seen as an issue within the Sociat@ne
The Woman Question was no treated a separatetissieoncerned women, but instead, these intelidésargued
that the interest of "society" came first.



medical profession that "taught” women how to be mother—disempowering thie &xparience and

her choice. Theolitics of maternitythus conflated woman with mother and female sexuality with
maternity and the state suppress®dernity as politicgthe organic expression of maternity). Since
maternity as politics may seem, at this point in time, as an unreaemabéeutopian idea, a more tangible
gauge of state control over female sexuality can be observed througbrapertial codes and the
changing relationship with the gynocitizen.

Abortion was criminalized in Argentina in 1887 and the prison senteneefation of this law
was set between three to six years for both the pregnancy interruptidcadepiand the abortee.
Interestingly, there appears to be an almost parallel evolution in thear#ation of abortion in
Argentina and the United States. In the United States, physicians leghagaro criminalize abortion
in their own effort to professionalize their occupation which inhibitegthee of midwives, homeopaths,
and other so-called competitdfs. It is intriguing how the present-day controversial subject of abortion
revolves around a "life"/"murder" versus "female body control" debatespd by religious concerns on
one side and feminism on the other, when it was science and the profézsiomadf the medical
profession that initially influenced the criminalization of pregmainterruption. Nari notes that when
scientists established the existence of the human ovule in 1827 and, thus, conitejstistically altered
standard notions of the initiation of "life" and "quickeniAy.She further explains that doctors in
Argentina campaigned for the criminalization of abortion, like their LoBnterparts, to professionalize
the medical profession which marginalized and led to the practical disappeafauranderas
sandadorasand midwives! Nari also points out that there seems to be no evidence of women partaking

in the campaigns to criminalize abortion which infringed upon the femblleawspace and domain of

%2 Leslie ReagariWhen Abortion Was a Crime: Women Medicine, and inative United States, 1867-1973
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997),1James MohrAbortion in America: The Origins and Evolution
of National Policy(New York: Oxford University Press, 1978).

23 Nari, Politicas de maternidadl36; The term "quickening" refers to....

24 Ibid., 138; The termsuranderaandsanadoraboth means female healer. The terms can be ysetwnously

or mean different roles defending on local cultufa offer some differentiatiosanadoracan refer to a person
who helps cure physical ailments whileranderais someone who can offer healing in the physiodl gpiritual
sense—for example, curing someone from the evil eye
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the feminine know-how. The role ofiranderassanadorasand of midwives, according to Nari,
evolved from female reproduction needsaternity as politics Furthermore, it was a physician, Dr.
Carlos Tejedor, who was given the responsibility of writing Law No. 192@87 that criminalized
abortion in Argentind>

For Nari, the years 1920 to 1940 denote the other half of her periodization whentite qfol
maternity was socialized across Argentina. The 1920s marked tloé tieemiddle-class, mass
urbanization, consumption, and the commaodification of femininity, which was fallé®wyehe 1930s—an
era of rising class tensions, along with a conservative and xenophobladbaekveloped in a world in
economic crisis. In 1903, the prison sentence for performing an abortion wddoaigage from three
to fifteen years, instead of three to six; but, in 1921, a noticeable shifplaokin the articulation of
laws that affected maternity and female sexual rights. In an djidluardo Soria, he explains that in
1921 the charge of writing a new eugenics law was given to a group of men, acastymics, who
closely followed political debates in Europe and the United States. Influensteritigation policies of
the mentally ill in the United States, the 1921 eugenics law in Argentinassqal similar views as it
advocated for the so-called protection of the greater good of societiyeatyktfection of the [white]
race.

Within the looming discourse of eugenics, the 1921 law also defined thréablegaon terms:
therapeutic abortion, eugenistic abortion, and sentimental abortiose Térens continue to hold legal
significance in present-day Argentina. Therapeutic abortion wakzed under the 1921 code, which
meant that a judge had the power to rule whether a woman could interrupdreaney if a doctor
attested that her pregnhancy endangered her life. Sentimental abortiojudiesitpermission could be
given in cases of rape. Abortion for eugenics purposes allowed the stateetpriEgnancy interruption
upon individuals who were deemed mentally incapacitated. Soria argues it@tihg abortion within

the broader national eugenics plan, it further signaled how the féwdyeand state intervention over

% Eduardo R. Soria, "El aborto eugenésico en el @dBignal Argentino (1853-1922Rkevista de Humanidades
Médicas & Estudios Sociales de la Ciencia y la Démgial, no. 1 (Agosto 2009), 6.
26 Soria, "El aborto eugenésico," 15.
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female reproduction rights affected the construction of the Argentif@abitdentity that sought to
create "a racial blend with 'the best of Europe The abortion codes of 1921 remained untouched until
1968 when the wording for "sentimental" abortion was altered to "circonestaf rape" and state-
enforced abortion of the mentally ill would need the approval of a legiddian?® In other words, the
1871 Civil Code and the 1921 law remain foundational in dictating femel@lseghts in Argentina in

the 21st century. When further changes were made to the code in 1994, which sitiusseti in
Chapter 3, they proved more restrictive than the original codes.

According to Nari, there was a noticeable drop in the birth rate in Angeintithe 1920s which
worried policy makers. More women in this period found it necessary to corno$éxual
reproduction, albeit largely due to the harshness of the economic reallteswéges for some and the
desire to expand the possibilities of their social mobility for oth€hés was an era in which more
women entered the formal economy and found employment as secretaries, dedmaelerks, as
well as jobs in the then-expanding textile and garment industries. Nesithat the Woman Question
was redefined in the 1920s to meet the interests of mostly urban, miasea@dmen. She underscored
that "las otras" ("the other women"), working-class women and rural womerdegdrom the forward-
pace of modernity, "were traversed by moderrityA harsh but often not recognized reality. During
this period, the politics of maternity expressed by the state wasifadhialized in its emphasis on the
nuclear family as a social ideal, which reinforced the expansion ofdegE wage system. Nari
mentions that the socialization of the politics of maternity seems tiogbprime response by policy
makers to the decreased birth rate. However, the birth rate contindexp further in the 1930s due to
the world economic crisis and it also quickly transitioned into a pallitiésis. An important factor to
highlight is that coitus interruptus and abortion, the most common forms eofgn®gavoidance and

termination, should not be deduced as expressing decisions made by therfeh®telationship, since

27 bid., 22.

28 Marite Yanos, "Aborto en Argentina: Sintesis dénstioria legislativa,'Red Informativa de Mujeres de
Argentina (RIMA) septiembre de 2004, http://www.derechoalabortpanfatric/argentina.html, 2 (accessed March
3, 2011).

29 Nari, Politicas de maternidad265-266.
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it is likely that in most cases, especially during the era being disduthat such decisions often
expressed the forced upon desire by the male paftner.

It is essential at this moment of the analysis to step back squsdianother important evolving
factor in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, which is the politicsdegequality described more

concretely as feminism.

Early Feminism(s)

In Mujeres y Feminismo en la Argentii@omen and Feminism in Argentfjnadeonor Calvera
identifies feminism as rooted in the ideas of the Enlightenment, remuihicaand the rise of "the self."
She highlights the writings by French republican Olympe de Gouges and Biptigilican Mary
Wollstonecraft as influential in the development of feminist thébigoth de Gouges and Wollstonecraft
reacted to the ideals of equality advocated in the French Revolutionegpdlitical marginalization of
their gender. Calvera connects the writings of de Gouges, Wollstoneatthe 1848 convention in
Seneca Falls as the main ingredients that influenced Argentingigent On the one hand, Calvera is
correct in placing feminist ideas with figures like de Gouges as aestatibn of new ideas such as the
rights of the individual which was crucial in defining the modernaitjon the other hand, initiating the
narrative in Europe does not give proper credence as to how women andtfgmiiigentina (as well
as Amerindians and mestizas within the territory that would eventuatigliesl Argentina) constructed
their identity and their politics of gender equality.

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the term feminism held versatl@ngs since it was
used and embraced by women from different classes and political ideolbtgisswomen in the early
feminist period expressed a feminine narrative to argue for thasigpeof their social and political

rights—in other words, they did not press for gender equality, but instead soegpand the rights of

*1bid., 136.

31 eonor CalveraMujeres y Feminismo en la ArgentifBuenos Aires: Grupo Editor Latinoamericano, 1990)
12.

% pid., 16.
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their given female sphere. For example, the Argentine socialiseemni$t Alicia Moreau contended
that within the gamut of social maternity women were qualified towlgalmunicipal questions due to
their experience in running a househtidvioreau was one of the founders of the Feminist Center in
1906 whose main goal was the expansion of education for the creation of “beé®t avid “better
mothers.®* The linking of the designated female responsibilities in thigd" sphere with the political
sphere was the most common avenue used by women of this time who sought to expegtttheir
When suffrage was expanded to all men in 1912, a few women did express pubiedisaymer the
legal decree that secluded women as "no ciudadanas" ("not citizens") bball, o&sponse was
minimal®® Furthermore, views over reproduction rights and sexuality remained unedriigghe most
part.

Socialist and anarchist women proved the most confrontational in contestingtive social
mores. In hindsight, in reading their views, one can detect a level of atzeptahe delineated gendered
spheres. But their ideas and opinions must also be placed within its time @dAssan example of
unconventional ideas, the anarcho-communist plapé&foz de la Muje(Women's Voigea short-lived
anarchist publication that circulated sporadically between 1896 and 1901, donsrdxpressed support
for free love, opposition to the institution of marriage, and conveyed demarttis forprovement of
labor conditions for working-class wom&hMaxine Molyneux argues that the few pieces writteban
Vozabout female sexual rights mirror the normative views of that erd)diyneux was also comparing
their views with Latin American female revolutionaries in the mid t® 28th century. Overall,
Molyneux gives less weight to their radical formulations around the stéaatd! which was a
provocative notion in their timel.a Vozcontributors did express support for family planning within the

eugenics framework, they described abortion as an immoral act done by tigglomuns and bourgeois

33 Lionetti, "Ciudadanas utiles para la patria," 2Mibreau was a medical doctor and a dedicated atctoris
women'’s rights, as well as an early on proponesuéfrage.

34 Elira Lépez El movimiento feminista: Primeros trazos del felsnimd en ArgentingBuenos Aires: Ediciones
Biblioteca Nacional, 2009), 14-15.

35 Lionetti, "Ciudadanas Utiles para la patria," 241.

36 carmen Lareva, "El amor libre: ¢ por dogueremos?LLa Voz de la Muje(8 de enero de 189@)a Voz de la
Mujer: Periddico comunista-anarquid@uenos Aires: Universidad Nacional de Quilme®97)949-52.
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women, and lastly, situated masturbation, 'degenerate sex,' and sexuatttedrdiseases as acts
performed and spread by the enemy ctagglolyneux notes that the women who wrotelfarVoz
represented a small clique and their opinions cannot be merited as a saenplid¢hge opinions of
proletarian women. However, an interesting and relevant point is thatahaschist women described
themselves as feminists, which was frowned upon by socialists and afsairchisntemporary Euroge.
This fact accentuates the fluid usage of feminism in Argentina. Inialegnblished in 1897 titled
"Feminism," in the anarchist pre&erminal,adduced that the term could have revolutionary
connotations beyond functioning as a mere benefit for "elegant littks|4d Overall, the opinions
represented iha Vozproved the most radical for many years to come since they challehge@rtiily
as an institution, monogamy and the seclusion of women in the Hbme."

While a few articles in thea Voz de la Mujeacknowledged female sexual agency, feminists in
the Radical Party (UCR) and the Socialist Party (PS) focusedmingéemale suffrage and/or
opportunities in higher education. In the case of the female membersR$ thieey created a journal in
1910 calledJniény Labor(Union and Laboy that supported their work in Casa del Nifio (The Children's
House)*" The goals of the journal and the House were to expand and safeguard righttedaionec
maternity and the upbringing of children, such as ending child labor andtiegtwork hours for
women. PS women focused on improving labor conditions for women on the grounds that argoor w
environment and low wages impeded their fulfilment as mothers. Payarifadliscerns that the
question of women controlling their bodies and sexual reproduction was natsgidday feminists or
women's groups during this period. In reviewing several texts, there doeemadbdee any response to

the criminalization of abortion or the subsequent changes to the legaltlicatafected female

37 Maxine Molyneux, "Anarchist Feminism in Nineteer@lentury Argentina,\Women's Movements in
International Perspective: Latin America and Bey@ghdndon: Palgrave, 2001), 27-29.

% The majority of European socialist women (Elean@ri/ Clara Zetkin, Rosa Luxemburg, Angelika Balaifgn
etc) clearly defined feminism as a bourgeois camgkenever used the term to describe gender equéligxandra
Kollontai could be seen as an anomaly case, butgdhmghly controversial.

39 Molyneux, "Anarchist Feminism," 21.
40 Halperin, "Mi mama me mima," 119.
L bid., 118.
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reproductive rights until the 1970s. However, feminists and religious oggiamig in Argentina did
advocate for the criminalization of prostitution beginning in the 18th century. Prostitution remained
legal until the mid-1930s and de-criminalized in 1944 until 1966 to supposedly quelbhohic
anxieties within the military and functioned as an additional show of powirsagze Catholic Churcff.
La Voz de la MujeandUniény Laborpublished several articles on the subject that expressed theoneed t
end the social il of "the fallen womaf®"

In Sex and Danger in Buenos Aires: Prostitution, Family, and Nation in Argeoyii®onna
Guy, she notes that following the passing of the 1921 eugenics codes, new penalaredenacted in
1923 to control prostitution in accordance to venereal disease lawsppassdly sought to protect the
interests of societ{. The ordinances restricted the creation of bordellos, but also catelgasize
bordello any apartment or living complex that housed a prostitute which skesvddta. Since
prostitutes often lived in common housing complexes with working-clasidanworking-class women
were often conflated as part of this danger paradigm. Socialiskalégh in the 1920s meant to
supposedly protect working-class women also functioned as a form of@téta.c The venereal disease
law did not only target female prostitutes, but also women who laborsd®uwaf their home; yet, social
issues such as rape and sexual harassment in workplaces were negseddditin the law.

By the 1920s abortion became a social and political taboo rarely disoypssdg. Breaking the
silence around abortion is one aspect that would make the 2003 women's mozememiesitous. In
Politics of MaternityNari explains that in one hospital in Buenos Aires between the years 1908%hd
abortion rates rose from 9 to 17 percEnNari also mentions that according to standard hospital
guestionnaires, some twenty-five percent of women "confessed" to having aldraon and according

to the notes written by the person overseeing the clinic that thécsb@tie was probably closer to sixty

2 Donna GuySex & Danger in Buenos Aires: Prostitution, Famépd Nation in ArgentindLincoln, University
of Nebraska Press, 1991), 189-190, 193, 204.

43 Halperin, "Mi mama me mima," 131

*4Donna Guy, Sex & Danger, 111.

5 Nari, Politicas de maternidadlL36.
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or seventy percent. If the rates were so high and the experience so common, labartias created
into such a social taboo?

To exemplify the depth of the abortion taboo, there is an account byradefrom the elite in
the early 20th century who would relate years later the experience of antedyweegnancy during her
youth. Victoria Ocampo's (1890-1979) memoir describes her personal lifeeackailenges she faced
when she entered the designated male space of prose, literaryneritini editorial work® While
Ocampo held a privileged access to education and social mobility, she ekssrgncountered pressures
stemming from the expectations of her gender within her social classndtairs were written
following the rise of the feminist movement in Europe and probably influenceethespective analysis
of socialized sexuality. In her early twenties, Ocampo entered arcmnad marriage that proved
unhappy and she eventually initiated an affair with her husband's cousin. Véhdincsivered she was
pregnant with her lover's child, she states in her memoir, "I had theisaredgtlaying host to a body
that was obeying its own laws without taking me into account in any #a$tie explained that the idea
of having an abortion never occurred to her and instead she contemplaitdel Sne having a child was
not socially plausible. Ocampo eventually miscarried and described harhof serendipity like a film
noir scene, "l woke up damp with blood. | got up and still in my night gown | went ontertheg by
my room: Thank you fate, | thougHt"Ocampo's description of an experience that took place in the
1920s underscored the extent social pressure and mores played on tbaahtliv she considered the

extreme possibility of suicide instead of pregnancy interruption.

Feminism versus Evita?
In Sex and Danger in Buenos Air€uy describes the 1920s as an era dominated by socialist

legislation, while the 1930s by conservative figures. She viewshinaleiath of Carlos Gardel (the

46 Ocampo was the creator and editor of the celebratgentine literary journabur.

7 patricia Owen Steine¥/ictoria Ocampo: Writer, Feminist, Woman of the Wd¢Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1999), 48.

8 bid.
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renowned tango singer) in 1935 as a moment that demarcated the end ofnantleecbaginning of a
new one. Besides 1935 initiating the criminalization of prostitution, the 193)eagasioned by
censorship codes, the propagandizing of clean morals and sexual prudgaywéhase to social sexual
anxieties® This paralleled similar trends with U.S. legislation as censocstigs were widely enacted
in 1934. Guy explains that by the late 1930s the conservative tenor would bedalidiged by the
onset of the Second World War. She also notes that it brought about majaal @hlifts in which,
"Popular culture was sanitized and ultimately suppressed by moral respand in the process, gender
relations were constructed to focus on matéswith the introduction of soccer as a male cultural
pastime and the inclusion of working-class men into national poliiesnale space of soccer, union
halls, and political party halls further alienated women from the publitgabdlscene. Yet, class
antagonism and sexual anxieties continued to sizzle as social undertonesnsky sheetension that
would be seen between Eva Peron and feminists thus represent theniptabid issues that were
suppressed in the earlier part of the century.

In 1935, a fifteen year-old young woman and illegitimate child from the smail &6 Junin in
Buenos Aires Province moved to Buenos Aires city in search of fame and fortuse/oding woman,
Eva Duarte (who would later be known as Evita Peron or Evita Duarterde)Pwas part of a wave of
Argentineans who moved from rural areas to the big city to better the@asd of living during the Great
Depression. Like all humans, Eva Duarte was a product of her time. Atrieame of 15 she
internalized the social cues promoted by her society, but as a young womarahzad by her status of
illegitimacy and class origin, making it in Buenos Aires would be no easy Buarte eventually found
work as an actress in theatre, radio, and film. In 1944, Eva met Col. Juan D&emagoat an
earthquake benefit. Soon after they moved into together and married by 1945. \Ehathecame
involved with and married Peron for love or personal interests isvart because it is clear that they

both benefited from their union.

49 Guy, Sex and Dangerl89.
50 Guy, Sex and Danger83.
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While the political evolution of Juan and Eva Peron is not the maipsisalf this thesis, it does
hold a significant place in Argentine feminist history. When Eeaeron in 1944, he was a rising
military-political figure. He participated in the 1943 milifaroup where he was given a position within
the Secretary of War and the little-desired post as Secretary of. LAb@ecretary of Labor, Peron
garnered support from the labor movement due to the labor and social policiesi@oned, as well as
the political alliances he made with labor officials. Growing supporféron among the working-class
was solidified when the labor movement rallied to his defenseth® government incarcerated him in
1945. Peron consolidated support from an organic labor resistance movemimitiahya sought to
create a Labor Party, but he quickly funneled the engendering causes iotanhinterests in the creation
of a political party. The Partido Justicialista, or typicallieresd to as the Peronist Party, revolved
around the personalist politics of Peron and his notion of social justateEiglismo)> Peron won the
presidency in 1946 and he, along with Eva, secured political and social suppogd i@ marginalized
descamisadof'the shirtless ones") and the working-class via multipledsctin historian Daniel James'
bookResistance and Integratiphe discerns in-part the reasons for working-class loyalty towards Peron
and the elements that contributed to the long-lasting survival of iBeradames states, "While there was
a rhetoric of an indivisible community—symbolised in 'the people' and 'thenhkatihe working class
was given an implicitly superior role within this whole, often as émp@sitory of national value$?' In
other words, the working-class was integrated into the national pemas James calls it, "the national
political community."

As a political force, Eva proved politically capable and determinedd#zeaf winning over a
section of women to Peronism,jasticialismq was plausible. Peronism manifested inasmuch the
textures of growing social tensions in Argentina as Peron's personaloasbl he class fissures that

existed within the women's movement were amplified in this period andegtsulthe conceptualization

®1 peron's political party is called Partido Justistal and it is typically translated into EnglishReronist Party.
However, Justicialista transforms the noun ‘jusiit® a personalized theoretical political ethb&asticism' or

‘Justicialismo’ that is generally described as Risro.

®2 Daniel JamesResistance and Integration: Peronism and the Aiigentvorking class, 1946-19{€ambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1993), 23-24.
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of feminism as purely a middle-class and elite women's cause—ngreathift from the earlier part of the
century. Donny Guy exquisitely states,

Much of the class anger directed at Evita and Rexon in the 1940s and 1950s derived from the same
value systems that had generated the lively dsladteut prostitution and popular culture before6l93
That same fear of female independence, of lonssschnd dubious women's taking control over thess|
of them joining with society's with dangerous nireia social revolution, all came true with the editof
the Peronist years, 1943-1955, and in this ficiename reality’

This shift in the attitudes by working-class women towards femimisd feminists towards labor can find
its roots in the political rifts of the 1930s, but was further exppas¢he 1940s.

While Peron was Minister of Labor, he was denied a request for fenfeda@tsement through
presidential decre®. Once winning the presidency, Peron placed Eva in charge of leading a female
suffrage campaign that would lend support to the Partido Justicialigsaorg§anized a public campaign
for the female suffrage cause that led to the creation of the FerRieinaist Party (Partido Peronista
Femenino). Her speeches were directed to the main base of Psuppistt—the industrial working
class. According to Marifran Carlson, Eva's support for female suffrajpditical involvement was
described in a language that reassured men that the politicization ohwaukd take place while
embracing afemininesensibility. Carlson notes, "[Eva] promised men that, after enframbis,
women would not become masculine or overbearing. In fact, she said, the righti¢algaiticipation
would make women more feminine and attractive; they would be Peroriisénsaio their men>®
Longtime feminists who organized against Eva accused her of high jabkisgffrage cause for Peron's
political ambitions. It should also be noted that feminists who wers Esatemporaries did not seek to
rupture the normative feminine demarcations, but instead their appdsivards Eva rested on class
disagreements.

However, Juan and Eva Peron were not benign figures and they did dieinagposition,

53 Guy, Sex and Danger73.

>4 Marifran CarlsonFemenismo! The Woman's Movement in Argentina ftedginnings to Eva Perd€hicago:
Academy Chicago Publishers, 1988), 186.

%5 Ibid., 189; Sara Perrig,a mujer en el discurso peronista, 1946-19¥#la Maria: Universidad Nacional de Villa
Maria, 2008).
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ranging politically from the left and to the right through blacktigtifiring, isolating, and arresting
individuals or members from organizations that opposed them. For exampl@rémeaftioned Victoria
Ocampo was imprisoned for a short while in 1953 due to her opposition to Peron andaasitiy;fi
Chilean poet Gabriela Mistral organized support for her ref@aBeminist disagreements with Eva
Duarte drew on class tensions in which opponents articulated crude persoritidesifaghlighting her
impoverished background and her rise into political prominence as resuttlobse morals and sexual
promiscuity. Eva would be described by some as "la mujer del latigo" (dhmemwwith the whip™)
which was a critique of her confidence, as well as her supposed emascul&ayorof Others described
her as "la Sefiora de la Esperanza" ("The Lady of Hope") which embodiasl ther people's savidt.In
other words, Evita's name was often used by elite women and those closefiediwithin this class, as
synonymous with "whore" and her sexual agency was interpreted as ameftét¢he chaos of thather
Argentina. Donna Guy explains that for the elites and conservativegiesented a society in chaos
(so-called anarchy); such examples being that she was motherlessalposiievy, determined, and her
supposed "questionable” sexual morals instilled biblical-like apprehensmesestingly enough, most
of the fire and criticisms towards early Peronism (which includesegpresent-day Argentine academics)
places Eva as the foci of disruption, while Peron's virility and "cuesle" morals are rarely catechized.
Working-class women began to see Eva as someone who spoke to and for themamihey c
deeply admire her and an admiration that ran so profound that it corttintiés day; for union halls in
Argentina are more likely to have a picture of Eva Duarte ratheriban Peron. Her political reach was

not just emotional or urban folk, but institutionalized through governmerdlgwograms and political

%6 Ibid., 190; This is significant because Mistral veasommunist. Mistral also took the opportunitydaling
Ocampo's release to berate her for not publishigrs by Alfonsina Storni (a working-class poetpur. The two
women developed a long friendship. Also see: @hbfistral and Victoria Ocampd,his America is Ours: The
Letters of Gabriela Mistral and Victoria Ocamptoans. and ed. by Elizabeth Horan and Doris Mé4estin:
University of Texas Press, 2003).

" Some scholars, like Nikki CraskeWomen and Politics in Latin Americdescribe Eva Peron as the political
manifestation ofmarianismo Marianismoreferes to a cultural signifier that Latin Americaomen supposedly are
influenced by the ideals of the cult of the Virditary. | disagree in usinmarianismoas a foundational description
of female identities in the Southern Cone becausienplifies the analysis and bundles women intmiorm
identity, which is even more problematic.
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networks. Eva's hands-on approach, from holding the hands of individuals with lepresjirg fr
individuals from jail who had committed poverty-related crimes, made Iheyoafor the downtrodden
and impoverished. Eva recognized thditer Argentina that the elite vulgarized, in a similar manner in
how the elite vulgarized Eva. Distinguished feminists such as Aliciedi, Elvira Rawson, and
Victoria Ocampo found new allies among women in the oligarchy to ralipstdava's role with the
female suffrage campaign which further complicated the fermigleionship with working-class
women>® When the ratification of female enfranchisement came through in 1947, pnofeiménists
boycotted the celebration rally in downtown Buenos Aires where thousandsren were preserit.
Yet, Eva was there and so were the thousands of other women.

Even though Eva Duarte did not share the same level of power as her husbard, sioeerthan
a pretty face. Duarte carved out her own leverage and networks andttonkraber own right, which
at times resulted in vendettas against elite women who had insulted heshugtdewn the posh
philanthropic Benefit Society and replaced it with the Foundation for Sasgi$tance that would be
heavily subsidized by the governmé&htThis new foundation (that would later become the Eva Peron
Foundation) articulated the populist claims made by the Peronhéiragovernment would function as
the harbingers of theescamisadosThe working-class gained confidence and a national place during
Peron's presidency as unions grew in size and political leverage, ddtgrveel by their ties with
Peronsim—i.e., subordinating their autonomous interests of their class oifomnibe Peronist Party.
Working-class women were also, to a minimal but noticeable extent, ablettvedheir own voice as
union members and @eronistagPeronists§*

In 1954, Juan Peron changed the Civil Code recognizing all children and endeghltiséidena

of illegitimacy, which reflected Eva's own personal background. This charige code was not a

%8 |bid., 187.
%9 pid., 189.
%0 pid., 192.

®1 One of the best books on this subject is an osdibhj account with a meatpacker in Berisso, Argentvho was
a union activist and Peronist: Daniel Janigsna Maria's Story: Life History, Memory, and Pigiitl Identity
(Durham: Duke University Press, 2000).
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feminist demand, since their uniting issues were suffrage and divorce.vétpeiminating the legality
of illegitimacy widened the sexual space bound by "honor." While notions ouelseproductive

rights did not shift in this period, the legitimization of the workitegss as part of the national imaginary
strengthened their collective sense of self and agency. Thetaforiorking-class women maintained
their expected roles as wives, mothers, and caretakers of the homenbdtaypolitical icon: Eva

Duarte.

In this chapter, several foundational elements were discussedcionteuction of female
citizenship and motherhood. The first section focused on the relapafahie liberal politics and
modernity in shaping post Spanish colonial and Argentine colonizer gyeocit. On the one hand,
government codes strengthened the idea of women as mothers through agbalititsrnity. On the
other hand, female reproduction was linked to a "whitening" campaign te ereétrgentine "race"
through a politics of eugenics. The second section discussed the Argentird feotmism and its fluid
discourse best describedfaminisms This section also described how abortion was a taboo subject
internalized by women of different classes and different politicalxieThe final section explained the
complicated history between feminism and Eva Peron. As class tensiormiewve politics of gender,
longtime feminists who had struggled for suffrage since the earlieofpidue century opposed Eva's
campaign for female enfranchisement. This inability by feministetr&ce the plurality of the needs of
their gender isolated them from marginalized and working-class womean ¥éicond-wave feminism
erupted across Western Europe and the U.S. in the 1960s, their causedesomatally in Argentina.
Social inequity and revolutionary change dominated the politics of the etait igaot the revolutionary
experience but, instead, the repressive dictatorship of the 1970s woukhtiomally reframe

motherhood, feminism, and womanism.
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Chapter 2
Revolution, dictatorship, and democracy:
reframing motherhood, citizenship, and feminism

This chapter will discuss a complex period in Argentine historydbeply polarized the nation.
However, for the purpose of this thesis, this section will focus oretbeant elements that affected
women and, in particular, the development of the women's movement. Therearmstitects that will
be reviewed: first, the role women played within the revolutionary anihist discourse of the 1960s
and 1970s; second, the female experience during the dictatorship and the regpomsen whose
children weredesaparecide-the disappeared one—Dby the state; and lastly, how women and feminists
reorganized their political space during the return to democracyeafteriencing dictatorship and exile.

The era of second wave feminism during the 1960s and 1970s was overshadowed in Argentina by
perceived broader political issues of social inequity, revolutioigglogies, and Cold War politics. The
era of military dictatorial rule from 1976 to 1983, sometimes referrad the Dirty War, reaffirmed the
masculine sphere through state violence that punished female revole8doabetraying their expected
feminine social role. At the same time, the politics of matgthét the Argentine state embraced was
reshaped by a section of women whose roles as citizen-mothers was ruptstiae biolence.
Motherhood, or anilitant motherhoods Nikki Craske describes, played an emblematic role in resisting
the regime. The historical legacies of the dictatorship arenoanat to understanding the political
undercurrents that continuously protrude in present-day Argentina, expesitigumatic and polarizing
experiences that affected the national memory. Furthermore tuine o democracy in the early 1980s
was also the return of feminism and, in essence, a new feminism markedrayithe of state terrorism,
as well as exposure to Western European and U.S. feminist discours&980sérought about an era of
new possibilities that motivated women and feminists to create neessipawhat would be known as
theencuentros An encuentraneans encounter, but can often be used synonymously with conference.
But calling a large gathering @mcuentragives it more of an organic, versus structured, connotation.

Underlying these political impasses was the perpetuation of silemwaedathe abortion question in which



24

feminists would attempt to breakthrough. The issue of abortion appearegubtioesphere in the
1990s, not as an offensive campaign for legalization, but as a defensivegrampanich feminists
attempted to hold-on to the few sexual reproductive rights granted byathe $he Peronist president
Saul Menem joined the "pro-life" bandwagon in the mid-1990s attemptingrinalize abortion under
all circumstances. But the definition of the "right to life" andhafrhan rights" had taken particular

meaning in Argentina as they were terms embedded in the experiencediofatwial years.

From revolution to dictatorship

The 1960s and 1970s saw Latin America caught in the polarities of the Cold"dfasome
politically conscious women, the class and political tensions of thérenathem to the cause for a better
world which overrode issues that only affected their geffd®¥ith the rise of an acute revolutionary
political discourse following the 1959 Cuban Revolution and the desire fai sggiity, the politically
active youth of that generation gravitated towards socialist idea®araisto armed struggle. Women,
too, entered the revolutionary organizations wishing to take part alspéayexs in the struggl€. Due to
the legacy of Peronism, many Argentinean youth conflated Peronist pofisosial justice with the
ideology of the new era. Around this time, the feminist movement in the Unities Sted Europe
experienced a revival and redefinition (second wave), but it resonatedatiynin Argentina. The
young generation of militants and socially conscious women came to vienidenas either an elite
cause that opposed Peronism or as a movement in the imperialist centefan@doorating class
realities. They saw feminism as solely a politics of gender, #ilexting a drastic shift from the fluid
meaning of feminism in the early 20th century Argentina.

However, a few feminist organizations sprung into being in the early 19%@®ghdi Union

62 place "only" in quotes because what is considérgzbrtant is based on a "hierarchy of prioritidt often
relegates issues affecting women as secondary.

®3 There are numerous texts on the involvement of woimehe revolutionary struggle of that period.r Bdook

that discusses this within the historic contexthaef feminist and women's struggle in Argentina Ss@a Barrancos,
Mujeres en la Sociedad Argentina: Una historia @&o siglos(Buenos Aires: Editorial Sudamericana, 2007), 244-
245, 247-255.
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Feminista Argentina (UFA, Argentine Feminist Union) and the Movimientiilakracion Femenina

(MLF, Movement for Feminine Liberation). Due to the smallness andelihmiterest in the movement,
these groups are largely remembered as a counter-culture movementthé/becond Peronist
government passed a decree in 1974 prohibiting the distribution of birth camdrthe dissemination of
information related to family planning, a small number of feminists orgarpicket$? In an article by
Mabel Bellucci, she notes that the assault by the Peronist admiaistighinst female sexual freedom
pushed Argentine feminists for the first time to articulate atnoids a cause and put forward the demand:
“free and legal abortiorf®. With the onset of the UN Decade for Women beginning in 1975 it created an
occasion for conferences to discuss gender equity but such a possibilitytwhertin Argentina by the
1976 military coup.

It is impossible to define a universal female experience within an ethdra are certain realities
that resonate into the attitudes, memories, and mentalité that midtaveobeen experienced personally
by all, but recognized by most. In the case of Argentina, that recognitioromasted in memory
battles over how state violence would be remembered within the natioralvearDuring the brutal
military dictatorship, also known as "The Dirty War," thousands of ragichyouths (college students,
unionists and others) were arrested, brutality tortured, exiled, and someever seen again. State
repression was justified as a means to supposedly cleanse the nation fragnsienband a so-called
"war." Thousands of Argentines watesaparecidinto mass graves or thrown into the river Rio de la
Plata and the Atlantic Ocedh.Both men and women who were politically active encountered this fate,

but women were targeted differently. State Repression and the Labors of Mentyr{lizabeth Jelin,

she describes how the repressive regimes in the Southern Cone camecteritai " [m]asculine

% The feminists are members of the aforementionednistrgroups or collectives.

%5 Mabel Bellucci, "Women's Struggle to Decide aboleif Bodies: Abortion and Sexual Rights in Argeatin
Reproductive Health Mattes, no. 10 (November 1997), 101.

®® The number oflesaparecidoss a very contentious issue. While the officiglifes are around 9,000 missing,
political organizations of the family of disappedumace the figure at 30,000. Martin Edwin Andersgossier
Secreto: Argentina's Desaparecidos and the Mythef'Dirty War" (Boulder: Westview Press, 1993), 9, 176-178.
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military power in the public spheré”"Jelin explains how the female body became a special target as
they were seen as women who had deviated from their intended role in s&ertyal violence
embodied this act of "feminization" and forms of torture that focused onvélgiiina, breasts, and uterus
were common place. In a similar light, Jelin argues that "[flor mamrisonment and torture were acts
of "feminization," in which they were transformed into passive, impotedtdapendent being&" There
are also several hundred cases of disappeared women who were pregnant duimgrteenment and
whose children were given to military families and their allies, & a few cases, placed into adoption.
It could be interpreted that these women and their families were pungttéeif failures as mothers to
have raised (and become themselves) disobedient patriots. Fundam#rgdiidnapping of the children
of the disappeared was part of a broader project by the military dgttgtdo cleanse the nation of
communists which embodied the Cold War battles of the time. One could argue tihaedining

theme exists within Argentine history of "cleansing," from the Desertpgaan of the 1870s to the
eugenics campaign of the 1920s to the "Dirty War." In all those instdapnsde reproduction was a
target of state control. However, that well-embedded notion of motherhood woutdrhettansformed

during the era of military rule by a group of women as a form of stat¢arnases

A militant motherhood

The political repression and mass disappearances were not uncormtdstetha forefront of the
struggle for human rights, motherhood surfaced as a resister to theymulitizr. Especially in the first
years of the dictatorship, women wondered from government offices to hospitles in search of
husbands, children, and loved ones and encountered other women in a similar questemhicttye
evolved in them consolidating their efforts. These mostly working-clagsew once organized would be
known as Madres de la Plaza de Mayo, but usually referred simply as dnesMd he dictatorship

attempted to smear them as Las Locas de Plaza de Mayo (The MadwomnenRiflka) with no success.

®7 Elizabeth JelinState Repression and the Labors of Mengbtinneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2003)
78.

®8 1bid., 79.
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One of the founders of the organization whose husband and son were disappedmaceas Villaflor
de De Vicenti, who worked as a phone operator and in the steel industry befarértzea housewife.
Many members of Madres, like Azucena, might have been a member of a union or talkea paronist
rally at some point but, by and large, their daily activities focused amairgenance of the family and
the household. When a woman's child or husband was disappeared by the state, thexperrenced a
rupture in her identity, in which Jelin notes, "When kidnapping men, the sepresystem affected
women in their family and kinship roles, that is, in the core of thalittvaal identities as mothers and
wives."® They embraced their motherhood which functioned as a protector when theyheiade t
desperate pleas within a passive voice asking and demanding from the govéonpleage help them
find their children. Yet, this rupture pushed them into the public space ansothreyrganized visible
pickets in Plaza de Mayo. Every Thursday, beginning in 1977, the Madrdsecharound the Plaza
wearing kerchiefs on their heads on which many embroidered the name andttingirdayed one
disappeared while carrying pictures that asked: "Where ar@"th&fger many interviews with members
of Madres, Jo Fisher deducted that "[t]he decision to install agoemh weekly presence in Plaza de
Mayo was an act of desperation rather than one of calculated politisthmes... The Mothers, however,
who had no legal or political experience, recognized that their only weasdirect action® Nikki
Craske describes this form of social protests as a "militant nhwoibe't or politicized mothers "who see
motherhood as 'above' politics and who engage with marianist ideals of woroeal'superiority.” "
During the dictatorial years fear stifled political discourse tiaat been allotted to civilian men. Also, the

military government imposed a masculine dominance that contrigetew further in their social

exhibitions. Members of Madres engaged in thegial space as citizen-mothers but were obligated to

¥ bora Barrancos\lujeres en la Sociedad Argentiriz61.

0 Jelin,State Repression and the Labors of Mem8&6@y

130 FisherMothers of the Disappearg@oston: South End Press, 1989), 52.

2 Nikki Craske Women and Politics in Latin Ameri¢dlew Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 199%),17.

73 "Marianist ideals"or marianismoreferes to a cultural signifier that supposedlyatin American women are
influenced by the ideals of the cult of the Virditary which functions as a dichotomy witlachismol disagree in
usingmarianismoas a foundational description of female identitrehe Southern Cone because it simplifies the
analysis and bundles women into a uniform ideratitg set cultural ideals, which is problematic.
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make their causpublic and in due course becam@litical since their contestation was with the
authoritarian regime.

Motherhood appears as a binding identity within the politics of thenfirgestate and with
women themselves. By the end of the military rule, female political ievwdwnt as gynocitizens and
citizen-mothers was altered. Motherhood, the embodiment of the femadetspticonnected her with

the nation, was modified by the dictatorship and by citizen-mothers themiselve

The return to democracy and los encuentros

In December of 1983, the Radical Party (UCR) candidate, Raul Alfonsinnekaged into the
office of the presidency of Argentina signaling the beginning of the ttam&nto democracy after seven
years of brutal dictatorial rule. This moment resonated in sdciethat was callegosibilidad
(possibility) as citizens attempted to redefine their suppressed pald&’y The return of political
exiles brought into the mix women who had been influenced by the women's liberatiemembyn the
U.S. and Europe. This regeneration of activity was as much about reddfimingtional ethos as it was
about gauging the political space for groups who had been silenced during ttoestigia

Throughout 1983, feminists and women's groups reorganized their efforts winieltlaccambody
their experiences of the previous decades. Former female revol@sfiam the 1960s and 1970s
reflected upon their gendered experience as women in their politicalzatians. Many of the feminist
groups created in the early 1980s were done out of the purview of politicasphart not lacking
involvement of female party members creatirgphle militancia(double militancy/membership).
After much discussion and debate over the campaign to legalize abortion| sttlexae groups decided
to change their pre-1976 demand of 'Legal and free abortion' to 'Decrimioali@agabortion." They
presented their cause on International Women Day (March 8th) 1984 by statendoti¥want to have

abortions, but we don't want to die from abortions either." This statesmemts to mirror a similar tone

“ Bellucci, "Women's Struggle to Decide about TheivrCBodies," 101.

& Marysa Navarro-Aranguren, "The Construction of éi.American Feminist Identity Americas: New
Interpretive Essay®d. by Alfred Stepan (Oxford: Oxford UniversityeBs, 1992), 141.
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to the demands presented by Madres to the military government thatedafldesperate plea in a
passive tone but packaged as a demand. The change in language refleciétssaes. Firstly, the
trauma of the dictatorship had scarred politically conscious women [(giaect indirectly) since they had
been targeted for their non-feminine behavior. Second, revolutionary wanisrgéntina and exiled)
looked on as members of Madres were able to contest the brutal militang negile they were left
powerless. By demanding tdecriminalization of abortiofinstead ofree and legal abortioit
minimized the notion that a woman might want to reject motherhood all togettiét also sidelined
class questions in relation to access. The slogan demonstrated thel pplétae that these women felt
they could engage with and the political difficulty in rupturing the motitezen dichotomy when
mothers played an important role in resisting the dictatorship. Thisoposiken by feminists of the
1980s marked a cautious strategy by the movement that would continue intdtli©@as.

When the UN Decade for Women (1975-1985) concluded women in Argentina wereyn a ver
different position in contrast to ten years prior. The United Nations spamhseveral conferences
throughout 1985 to discuss the accomplishments and issues that need to be addressechel3*1985 t
World Conference on Women was held in Nairobi and theadin American and Caribbean Feminist
Conference in Brazil. In Argentina th& Encuentro de Mujeres (National Encounter of Women) was
organized that same year drawing approximately one thousand participaet&Encuentro agreed that
the "decriminalization of abortion" was a campaign issue that thi@if# groups held in common. The
majority of conference participants were middle-class, educatethi$¢momen connected to either
leftist or Peronist organizations, along with a few independents. Mokingariass women in the 1980s
did not identify or sympathize with the feminist cause and, for the mosdjghrtot participate in the
encuentros The conference became a yearly event in Argentina whose charatgzeawentargely
unchanged until 2002-2003. Mabel Bellucci notes that the discussion over alemtédrid the

background by the late 1980s as the discourse over "new concepts of reprodiidsieaok
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precedence and feminists fell into their older mode of prioritizing freety affiliations’® When the
Peronist candidate Carlos Menem took office as president in 1989, he lbublapmsed abortion to ease
tensions with the Catholic Church. By the early 1990s the struggle tazkegaliecriminalize abortion
had become the cause by a small group of feminists.

Yet, the small group of devotees would keep the abortion cause going!" Thgr6American
and Caribbean Feminist Conference was organized in Argentina in 1990, bfthénidate “September
28" was designated as an annual day of action for the legalization of abotiatin America and the
Caribbean.” The following year, women and feminist groups in Argentina part of the Fologo
Derechos Reproductivos (Forum for Reproductive Rights) decided to usk 8f4taternational
Women'’s Day) as an annual hallmark to petition parliament for the decliamaiiian of abortior®
During that same year, the Argentine Congress passed Law 24.012, or also krmwigasta law”,
requiring political parties to nominate female candidates as a minoh@Mhpercent of their ticket. In
this sense, some political parties responded to feminist pressudesrfocratic equality and supported
the quota law in order to expand their constituencies.

In 1994 the discussion and debate surrounding abortion resonated across the werChésolic
Church and Christian churches mobilized opposition to a woman's right to chodsenabarthe United
States, such attacks became conflated in the political culturemas@ttere of Newt Gingrich's
"Contract with America" and the violence promoted by Operation RéSdteian neoconservatives and
the Catholic Church led a campaign in Italy opposing the legality of conti@metemd abortion. In

January of 1994, Pope John Paul Il addressed a group of Italian pharmacists andrgappethl made

6 Bellucci, “Women’s Struggle to Decide,” 102.
77

Ibid.
"8 bid.

9 Jim Yardley and David Rohde, "Abortion Doctor infido Slain; Sniper Attack Fits Violent Patterndléw York
Times October 25, 1998, http://www.nytimes.com/19982B50yregion/abortion-doctor-in-buffalo-slain-sniper
attack-fits-violent-pattern.html.
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by Pope Paul VI to abstain from dispersing "products that demean man and hys"8igRitominent
individuals, like Mother Teresa of Calcutta, joined the public campaigposing divorce, contraception,
and abortion by consolidating forces with Islamic fundamentalists at thradtimal Conference on
Population and Development in Cairo in 1§94Viother Teresa had declared in her 1979 Nobel Peace
Prize acceptance speech: "To me the nations with legalized aboetitre groorest nations. The greatest
destroyer of peace today is the crime against the unborn &hi@re could also include the 1989
misogynist massacre at the Ecole Polytechnique in Montreal when a guitiethfolirteen female
engineering students as part of his crusade against feminism in aftbetiogerall atmosphere in world
politics over reproductive rights. The 1995 UN Women's Conference in Beijing cannot be omitted in
the realm of international accounts since it was a very publicizedcpbitvent, but had little social effect
in shifting gender inequalities around the world. Also, the Conferenceatasganized in response to
attacks against female reproductive rights, but was instead a fgtidavthe previous UN Decade on
Women (1975 to 1985), meaning the speeches and discussion remained within the peditioabf
correctnes§!

In 1994, President Menem attempted to include a clause in the Constitatictated:
"protection of the right to life from the moment of conception until natleath.®* The language
represented in the clause expressed opposition to abortion and euthanasid cinclematances.

Menem's "holy crusade" sparked a chord across different layergehte society and women

8 30hn Tagliabue, "A Church-State Issue in Italy: @€ Role in Birth Control,New York Timed-ebruary 22,
1994, http://www.nytimes.com/1994/02/22/world/a-adustate-issue-in-italy-doctors-role-in-birth-caithtml.
81 H [ 1 H n

Bellucci, “Women’s Struggle to Decide,” 103.

82 Eric Pace, "Mother Teresa, Hope of the Despaiiligs at 87,'New York TimesSeptember 6, 1997,
http://www.nytimes.com/1997/09/06/world/mother-saehope-of-the-despairing-dies-at-87.html.

83 Sharon Michelle Rosenburg, "Standing in a Circl&me: Rupturing the Binds of Emblematic Memory,"
Between Hope and Despair: Pedagogy and the Remad it Historical Traumaed. Roger Simon, Sharon
Rosenberg and Claudia Eppert (Lanham: Rowman &efigtd Publishers, 2000), 75-89.

8na paper by Claudia Anzorena, she concludeshieaBeijing Conference represented more the confgm
nature of the UN in aligning itself politically viitthe needs of the U.S. Anzorena describes thée@ote
discussion and decisions as seeking to assimild@itern women with neoliberalism and globalizatiGraudia
Anzorena, "Movimientos feministas y Naciones Unial optimismo de los '60 a la paradoja de Beijingaper
presented at VIII Jornadas Nacionales de Histaitad Mujeres, Ill Congreso Iberoamericano de Estude
Genero, Universidad de Cordoba, Villa GiardinoaP28 de octubre de 2006.

8 Bellucci, “Women’s Struggle to Decide,” 103.
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consolidated their effort to halt the constitutional reform by fogithe Mujeres Autoconvocadas para
Decidir en Libertad (MADEL, Self-Convened Assembly of Women for tlghRio Choose Freely) that
encompassed approximately one hundred political and civic organiz&tione to the quota law, a
significant number of women were prominent within the political sphere andjsorad the efforf’

The question of "right to life" also took a different character in tiaigedue to the legacy of torture and
disappearances in Argentine. In an open letter by MADEL to the governmdaihegghow the
discussion around "human rights" had taken a hypocritical turn:

... attempting to impose their interpretation of "tight to life" on everyone and denying the right
of women to choose freely. A government thatpesloned people who were responsible for the
systematic violation of human rights, whose vigiwere to great extent pregnant women--who
were murdered after being separated from theidighi--is not in a position to promote a
campaign against abortion in the name of "thetrighife".%

Due to an outpouring of opinions on both sides on the issue, a clause was writtatisfied §in a

limited sense) feminists and the Church. The text conveyed thati¢hef the state as follows: "...an
integrated social welfare programme to protect the unwanted chiidgt@mom pregnancy through to the
end of primary school and the mother during the pregnancy and throughout the breagteraii®}

In the end, MADEL was able to stop the absolute decriminalization of abortion. EiQuile main
rallying point for many was the defining of the word "life" and "human righésed on the experiences
of living under military dictatorship and the thousands disappeared. Follovusractiord, feminists
stepped into the political foreground. Some focused on lobbying and others toactivism intolas
villas miseriag(the marginalized poor neighborhoods) creating women's centers. Oneanngiiecis

Mujeres al Oeste (Women of the West) in Moron (in Greater Buenes)Ae&d by Dr. Zulema Palma,

8Graciela Di Marco, "Los movimientos de mujeresa@itgentina y la emergencia damleblofeminista,"La
Aljaba 2, vol. XIV (2010): 57-58.

87|t should be noted that the Constitutional Refoladsby Menem were broader and had more to do Wwih t
institutionalization of neoliberal policies. Opjiticn to the Reforms could be expressed by civgaoizations,
individuals and politicians without having to memtithe "right to life" clause. Further researcttluina debate and
deals is needed. It is not absolutely clear ifdlagise did not pass due to "mass" opposition ardvanped by
Menem and his supporters in order to pass otherctspf the proposed Reforms.

88 Bellucci, “Women'’s Struggle to Decide,” 104.

89 Bellucci, “Women’s Struggle to Decide,” 104.
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founded in 1995°

The 1980s and 1990s functioned as an era of reconfiguration for the Argetitneaffaected by
its embedded histories and by new economic policies. As discussed in piey ctiee 1960s brought
about a change in the politics of gender but, by and large, did not confront stierqjoé sexual
reproductive rights. Challenges to the female sphere carried out b fieewalutionaries became foci of
assault in the brutality of the dictatorship. Yet, it would be the norndadighere and imagery of women
as mothers who stepped into the public space leading a so-called subvergiveent against the junta
regime. The mothers of the disappeared would be politicized due to a ruphe# oftended role as
guardians of the home, family, and bearers for the nation's future. Writahe of democracy, the
politics of feminism entered a new crux marked by their experiences and meaidhepast and the
new possibilities of the future. They reorganized nationally andmetly across Latin America but
made minimal impact, unable to draw a large influx of female partioipatht the same time, these
woman activists were caught defending the few sexual reproductivedighitsted in the Argentine
legal codes in the mid 1990s. Their ability to mobilize a defense had more tdhdbenigégacy of
dictatorship and what defined a "right to life" instead of the issuafe@sarding female reproductive
rights. However, the 1990s would prove an era of radicalization for women, not b Méthe
debate around abortion in 1994, but by the economic reorganization of the nation. Theahealiloges
deepened by President Menem with promises of economic prosperity begaik toyonsid decade. As
the economic crisis began to spread and take on new proportions, women soon encameieragture
with their expected roles as mothers and wives that would push the mostrecally and politically
marginalized into the political/public sphere. Due to necessity, waveee once more drawn into the

public space but under a different a political relationship with tite.stNew social organizations and

%0 A 2009 interview with Dr. Palma, feminist and agtty explains the roots of her organization whibbk siews as
horizontal. In it she states that following sonsé\aties in 1993 that, "It was a convalescing mainie which we
realized we could continue working in the WestBoenos Aires] for our interests where women whe livthe
most marginalized sectors could be approached dbentes they lacked.” Citation: Entrevista a ZuddPalma,
"La violencia contra las mujeres esta naturalizabafensoria del Pueblo del Municipio de Morén,d&2agosto de
2009, http://www.defensoriamoron.gov.ar/entrevistdéeamapalma.html.
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movements were created to resist austerity policies. At the samenomen drew from the neoliberal

experience a new political understanding of reproductive control, sexisnmstitationalized patriarchy.
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Chapter 3
The Silenced Abortion Crisis and Gendering Neolibaalism

The policies of neoliberalism had a pronounced effect on Argentine societyeageindered
nature of the crisis had disparate manifestations. Women compriseitigigecontradictory experiences
through the course of the 1990s. For some, the family economic structure wasd aipte to the rise of
male unemployment which pushed a significant section of working-class anihgvpdor women into
the industrial and informal workforce for the first time. Thedtral and social shifts propelled by the
neoliberal policies weakened and emasculated the Argentine state andAmthe standard of living
deteriorated throughout the decade, a silenced form of state violewce [gor Argentine women, the
desire to control their reproductive capacity can be exemplifidteiincrease of abortion rates during the
decade. Due to the illegality of the abortion procedure and class diseasateflected in its monetary
availability, death due to pregnancy interruption mirrored the everialeting social conditions through
the course of the 1990s.

To discuss these questions, the first section of this chapteowdentrate on the ramifications of
neoliberal policies during the 1990s and how these effects were gendered omargecitetty. The
focus will be on the sizeable influx of women into the labor force and thelaiion of the rise of
abortion rates in connection to the growing socio-economic crisis. Thelédror andwork are used in
this chapter in the "traditional" sense meaning individuals who areogatpbhnd paid in exchange for
their labor power. Even though housework is a form of labor power and a socgdityedecontinues
unrecognized socially, politically, and/or economicaliyThe proceeding section will focus on abortion
figures but will illustrate how neoliberalism and its companion austeatyenthe social and economic
disparateness of the two Argentinas more acute. The distance t@iligieal discourse and social
reality around the abortion issue will also be reviewed. Sincehinisstis interested in presenting a

perspective fronbelow it recognizes how political discourse franoveand newspaper coverage tend to

%1 Elizabeth Jelin, "Citizenship and Identity: Finaflections,"Women and Social Change in Latin Ameried.
Elizabeth Jelin, trans. J. Ann Zammit and Marilymomas (London: Zed Books Ltd, 1990), 185-186.
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discuss what is merited as relevant which does not necessasglt th# lived experiences and often fall

short in capturing the issues of the most marginalized.

From liberalism to neoliberalism

When the military junta took power in 1976 their first task was to suppmdisls and
revolutionaries in the labor movement, universities, and other secfigosiety. The regime
implemented economic liberalization that reversed long standing gatitiport substitution
industrialization (I1SI) that had become the bedrock of the Argentine econoogytbe 1940s. Some
economists have argued that the ISI implosion began in the 1950s and spelthaadeeron's deposal
in 1955% Since the early 1950s, the Argentine economy was plagued by inflation foyokesied
reasons that scholars continue to dispute. One issue is clear, thatltRigrowing political volatility
within Argentina and the ongoing antagonism between Argentina (mostly tbaalst nature) on one
side and the U.S. and Europe on the other since the end of the Second World Warirnfeesighent
declined. ISI protectionist policies were viewed as unfavorable bygfonevestors since it restricted
their economic input. The 1976 coup was not only brutal when it came to violatirag hiights, but the
regime's policies of economic liberalism occasioned a break in thed andi economic relations within
the nation. The economists Aldo C. Vacs and Trudi J. Renwich explain:

The military and its civilian supporters beliewbdt the loosening of the free-market forces--up to
then fettered by the existence of an intervensiostiate and a semiclosed economy typical of the
import substitution industrialization strategy-ig not only create the conditions for renewed
economic growth but would also discipline the abaictors' behavior, destroying the
socioeconomic and political basis for the emergesfgopulist and corporatist experime?fts.

The loosening of the economy lifted protectionist policies that hadwusafded the internal industries that
quickly proved unable to compete with foreign imports which eventuallylétetgradual

deindustrialization of Argentina. The trade imbalance grew through the 298Che inflationary

92 Aldo C. Vacs and Trudi J. Renwich, "Argentina: Nbetal Restructuring and Its Impact on Employment,
Income, and Labor Organizationgtonomic Liberalization and Labor Marketd. Parviz Dabir-Alai and Mehmet
Odekon (Westport: Greenwood Publishing Press, 19%%-157.

% Ibid., 158.
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problems of the past further depreciated the Argentine currency thygréibinflation rates into new
heights. Between 1976 and 1981, loans from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) addBéafd«|
(WB) were meant to stabilize the economy produced a four-fold deficit from $¢or bd $35.7

billion.** In 1981, the Argentine government undertook the policy of “debt socialization,” myetei
state swallows the private debt to foreign banks to allow privatstirydio reinvest profits. According to
the political economist Joseph Halevi this policy fuelled the problergpdrinflation that prompted the

crumbling of the Alfonsin governmetit.

Neoliberal Poster Child

Between 1988 and 1989, Argentina experienced an over 3,000 percent rise amittikati
energized mass protests and supermarket lootings across the natigimg pato the 1989 election, the
Peronist candidate, Carlos Saul Menem, galvanized support from trate tmopppose the austerity
measures that sought to deepen the liberalization of the Argentine ec8nbtowever, when Menem
took office, to the surprise of the Peronist working-class const#uleatappointed a cabinet that would
advance the policies he had vehemently disputed during his candlidmsyead of taking the pendulum
the other way, Menem continued the neoliberal swing. Menem's appointment migdodDavallo—first
as Foreign Minister in 1989 and then as Economic Minister in 1991—and Guidtaifeatured as
salient figures in leading Argentina’s rapprochement with the UdhanJ.K. The Argentine trade

union movement was placed in a quandary with their long-time political ledlyR¢ronist Party, that

o4 Joseph Halevi, "The Argentine Crisisfonthly Revievb3, no. 11 (April 2002), 16-17.
95 .
Ibid., 18.

%peronists politicians supported the general strikeeptember 1988 opposing the 'Spring Plan," loutidviater
back off in supporting a second strike that wasvefakened numerically and by a disunited leadprshhis
example demonstrates the re-solidification of aRist-trade union alliance.

Alberto Bonnet analyzes Menem's politics as a foflachiavellianism through Gramsci's discussiothef
"double nature" and Machiavelli's Centaur in whigtamsci states, "Some have reduced the theoryooibld
perspective" to something trivial and banal, tchiteg but two forms of "immediacy” which succeedleather
mechanically in time, which greater of less "proitith In actual fact, it often happens that therenthe first
"perspective"” is "immediate" and elementary, theartbe second has to be "distant" (not in time asua
dialectical relation), complex and ambitious." S&etonio GramsciSelections from the Prison Notebogkew
York: International Publishers, 2008), 169-170; éiio Bonnetl.a hegemoita menemista: el neoconservadurismo
en Argentina, 1989-200Buenos Aires: Prometeo Libros, 2007), 219.
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finally reached political power after thirteen years in hiatus. Menaeoliberal turn caused a crisis
within the union movement and exposed a section of its leadership as momaedvagh maintaining
its ties with Peronism than with defending the overall interedtseofvorking-class which motivated a
split in the national trade union organizatién.

The years 1989 and 1990 marked important crossroads that led to major shiftsl ipotics
and economics. The defeat of the Sandinista Revolution in Nicaragua anitiaherumbling of the
Soviet bloc in 1989 brought about the end of the Cold War. The U.S. invasion of Rhats@ne year
highlighted a renewed aggressive and offensive attitude towardsAratirica. In Washington, a debate
ensued between political and economic interests over the restructurindbStlserelationship with the
region in which the accord made was coined the Washington Cons&rihes British economist John
Williamson, "father" of the Consensus, described its nasceniareet follows, “I made a list of ten
policies that | thought more or less everyone in Washington would agree and edgd nere or less
everywhere in Latin America, and labeled this the ‘Washington Consen%u3He agreement dictated
policies that would regulate the Latin American economy and ultimatejniethe death certificate of
the Development Project in the regiSh.According to Williamson, Stanley Fischer, former Chief
Economist at the World Bank, described the Washington Consensus as théiemificd&wo competing
economic development paradign$” Argentina's adherence with the Washington Consensus meant its
resignation from the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and participation as thelatly American

country in Operation Desert Storm. Acceptance of the Consensus soon becamesayate of

%8 The use of the word "overall” is probably too lilesince the Argentine trade unions do not repitealen
workers. Excluded are the working-poolilas villasand provinces with largely indigenous populatiaasvell
immigrant workers—mainly from Paraguay-who are largely not included in trade union deals.

% John Williamson, “A Short History of the Washingt@onsensus.” Paper commissioned by Fundacion 8IDO
for a conference “From the Washington Consensuara new Global Governance,” Barcelona, Septe@bab,
2004.

190 pig.,

101 Development Project was an economic strategy pexpbyg the West on the Third World following the Sed
World War. It stressed taking out loans for builglup the national infrastructure and promoted IrhBabstitution
Industrialization (I1SI). 1SI and the Developmembject vary greatly from native projects of natibration and
ilrggort-substitution that many Latin Americans hawel continue to experiment with.

John Williamson, “A Short History of the Washingt@onsensus.”
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austerity plans as loans from the IMF and WB came with stipulatiahsetuired austerity measures and
changes in the nation's economic and legal regulations.

In Argentina, three of the ten-points presented by the Washington Conbadssishstantial
negative repercussions on the economy: competitive exchange ratézativatand trade liberalization.
The competitive exchange rate pressured the Argentine leggstatpass a monetary reform law to
dollarizethe Argentine peso. The one-to-one parity stabilized the currency, buttriessdeattractive for
foreign investors since it was overvalued so laws were passed pecsate and opened up the economy
further. Laws were passed to weaken labor regulations, decrease eot@agaton payrolls, and to allow
a flexible inward and outward flow of capital to draw in invest8tsThe parity law depended on an
assumed mechanism that exports would either surpass imports or be nmett layremunt of capital
inflows. Over the course of the 1990s, the privatization of state-run firedushd utilities such as
railroads, oil company (Yacimientos Petroliferos Fiscales)gaudrical companies, marked the
beginning of a gradual increase in unemployment. In time, the resultingrnatability and decreases in
tax revenue created an unmanageable fiscal imbalance for statergents. The national government
responded with drastic cuts in public services and benefits. A statg pbsiocial welfare that had
become the bedrock of the post-WWII state-citizen relationshiggentina was shatterédf. As state
and national revenues decreased, austerity measures were implem#rgetttempt to narrow the
budget gaps. As imports increased by some 300 percent between 1991 and 1998 inciting a trade
imbalance, the government needed further loans to patch up an untenatmsftugimultaneously,
record-breaking profits were reported and Argentina became the nelghbster child of success.

Labor insecurity, growing poverty, and social unrest were largely ignomgdtistical figures

that cheered on the “Argentine miracle.” Argentina was a test labpfatdhe trade liberalization

103 Mariano Féliz. “A Note on Argentina, Its Crisigycathe Theory of Exchange Rate DeterminatiéteView of
Radical Political Economics 20039, no. 80 (Winter 2007): 83.

1% bonna GuyWomen Build the Welfare State: Performing Charitg £reating Rights in Argentina, 1880-1995
(Duke University Press, 2009), 7-9; Javier Auyé&toor People’s Politics: Peronist Survival Netwoesd the
Legacy of EvitgDuke University Press, 2000), 24-25.

®Féliz. “A Note on Argentina,” 89.
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policies of the New World Order as expressed by President Bush in 1990. Isidigtbhe Free Trade
movement in the late 19th and early 20th centuries the Italian Marxishidréramsci makes some
overarching points that should be considered in present-day analysisclofherstates, "Thus it is
asserted that economic activity belongs to civil society, and thatateerBust not intervene to regulate it.
But since in actual reality civil society and State are one andthe,st must be made clear that laissez-
faire too is a form of State "regulation”, introduced and maintaineddisiative and coercive meart§®"
Gramsci stipulates how liberal ideology disseminates the notion pbaasen of powers between civil
society and political society when, in actuality, political hegemonytaltizes the economic elite into a
bureaucracy that "exercises coercive power" that is legitimized thrtaujiree organs of power:
legislative, judicial, and executiVé’ Argentina can be posited as a prime example of Gramsci's warning.
Unable to reduce the growing trade imbalance, foreign borrowing inclérdingthe IMF
became a perpetual solution. In July of 2001, the problem of capital flight fyapleer the economic
downturn when some $5 billion in bank deposits were removed. The internal catapterated when
Minister Cavallo decided to withhold federal money from the provinceshmhaprovincial governments
were unable to pay public employees or carry out social services. HowegentiAa's security blanket
of IMF loans which had reached $142 billion was further weakened as irgayesénts became clearly
untenable because the state had to choose between the absolute pluntiegingatfon or provide some
limited services for society such as garbage pick, education, and fabe feeedy’® By November, the
IMF demanded further austerity measures before securing the nextdtalhment of $1.3 billion, but
economic implosion spiraled into the eventual social explosion when milliongeh#ne's protested in

the streets on December 19th of 2001.

106 Gramsci,Selections from the Prison Notebp@k9-160.

197 bid., 245-246.

108 Mario Carranza, "Poster Child or Victim of Imper&iGlobalization? Explaining Argentina's DecemBéfl
Political Crisis and Economic CollapséAtin American Perspectivé?, no. 6 (November 2005): 70; Carranza

makes the point in his article to not view the 2@@%is as solely economic, since he determinesthieapopulist
politics represented in Peronism and in Menemairigular, as a major contributor.
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Identifying important economic and political developments is crucial in stedeting the
broader picture, but as this thesis seeks to explore a gender aofifisi€risis it means probing into a
space were political recognition is often denied. In the next sectihisathapter, shifts in female labor

will be analyzed as it played a central role in female engageim the political (male) sphere.

Gendering neoliberalism

In an article by Marcela Cerrutti titted “Economic Reform, StrudtAdqustment and Female
Labor Force Participation in Buenos Aires, Argentina”, she usesistdtigisearch to explain that as
male unemployment and general labor instability increased though the 1990s mere soaght
employment to offset familial financial hardships. The result was dasulad increase in female labor
participation (FLP), primarily from marginalized, working-clagsg aniddle-income families. The
employment opportunities available to these women were in the informidionas that were usually
temporary, low paying, and/or under the table pay. Cerrutti's case studydarugaantitative figures in
the metropolitan area of Buenos Aires and notes:

In the case of Argentina, and especially in the metropolitan area of 8A&es with one-third

of the country’s population, women’s labor force participation rates ghanply from 38% in

1991 to 46% in 1995. In just four years the rate went up 20% and in the last 15 years almost

40%. This significant increase took place at the same time exteemersic reform and
structural adjustment policies were being implemeﬁ?gd.

As corporations downsized, they restructured to create a more “flexdbkéorce” to increase profit rates
at the cost of deteriorated wages and working conditions. The new laisqrdased under Menem
facilitated these measures. Stereotypes about women workersidedinato the mold of a "flexible
workforce" within the male corporate gaze that interprets fetabte as supplementary to the family
household income. As discussed in Chapter 1, the Argentine male workey isiect the early part of

the 20th century has based on an association with his workplace, union, paffifieéion and/or soccer

109 Manuela Cerrutti. “Economic Reform, Structural Asliment and Female Labor Force Participation innBse
Aires, Argentina,"World Developmeri8, no. 5 (2000): 879.
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team—all within the public space. On the other hand, the female workbeha identified with the
private confines of the home as mother and wife, while her employment orgbaliées are speculated
as secondary to her identity. This mindset leads to women being falseldas “less political” and
employers believing that female workers are less likely to participastrikes or trade union activism.

In her article, Cerrutti mentions that according to her statistigaitds and mapped trends, she
rebuffs the often universalized Western hypothesis that fematmaliadiion were the result of their entry
into higher education in the 19688. Since the 1960s in Argentina, a substantial amount of women
entered into professional and white collar spheres, but it did not resultdmen's movement. By the
1990s, figures showed women at a close parity with men in the professional ssdallhr sector.
However, in the area of industrial labor and working-class jobs in getierglattern was different.
During the political conservative turn of the 1930s, legislators atehtptlimit and dissuade female
employment by passing laws to protect the well-being of the mother and chilgl. daigsng the 1930s,
the largest female employer, the textile and garment industries,deeply affected by the Great
Depression, which left many women unemployedFollowing the Second World War and the
implementation of Peronist policies that included the creation of ISltnesisnd state welfare, the
standard of living improved for the working-class of which the malé&evarvas seen as the bread winner
while the citizen-mother's duty was to run the househdl@he conservative turn of the 1930s also
further promoted the socialization and culturalization of the nuclear, rritiie family*** During the
first Peronist regime when ISI and state nationalization wereemmahted, emphasis was given to
"heavy" industry (refineries, steel, etc) which primarily emptbgiemale workforce and female labor for

"light" jobs and secretarial work.

1101hid., 888.

Y11 Eor further reading on the experiences and devetopf female industrial labor see: Marita Zaiddato,
Historia de las trabajadoras en la Argentina (186960)(Buenos Aires: Ensayo historic edhasa, 2007).
Y2rora gendered history of the development of weltate in Argentina leading up to the Peronistmegee:
Donna GuyWomen Build the Welfare State: Performing Charitg £reating Rights in Argentina, 1880-1955
gDurham: Duke University Press, 2009).

13 Guy, Sex and Danger34.
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The reimagining of the nation that gendered its citizen, home and the veerkgald a lasting
structural impact, but with the onset of the deindustrialization of Argeintitiee 1990s, policy makers
did not put into account the social shakeup that would come about. Gendeyraeeml statistics for
2001 show that on a national scale women occupied 41.2% of professional employment and #&8% i
technical field, but as operatives (in factories) women occupieohadlij 27.6% of the jobs™
According to Cerrutti, the major shift in female labor force pgrdition took place in low paying and
factory work. On average, these women held low levels of education and Wweramtried (with no
children or a child of at least 5 years old) or single living with irelat She explains that female
employment was affected by the economic crisis which prompted new pattexherifidrce participation
(LFP) in which, she explains:

The largest increase in female LFP rates took pd&ee 1993-1995 when there were clear signs of aoam
deterioration...But this apparent stability...wasrenthe result of an increase in the proportioar@@mployment
than an increase in the proportions of those wgrkifihe growth of female FLP rates was mainly auart
unprecedented increase in the rate of open unemgloty..[T]hose with very low levels of education

traditionally experienced the lowest [LFP] rategrevithe ones who increased the md&t.

Cerrutti is thus noting that there was an increase of working-class aguhatized women entering the
workforce yet their options were low paying jobs and substandard workingioosdiThe 2001 figure
of 27.6% of female employment as operatives in factories is probably incerdpketo the high turnover
rate women experienced. Women working in the informal labor force in the W@9@sstatistically
speaking, considered “unofficial” (informal) work because they wanmgly documented by government
statistics. State functionaries were more prone in this period to hlimdeeye to such practices.
Women also experienced higher rates of mobility, meaning their jobs weisgtdbte than men and had
to look for new employment more frequent!y. Cerrutti discerns:

...the sharp growth in the relative number of wonwoking for work was a result neither of
improvements in the conditions of labor supply doe to the diversification of occupational
opportunities available for women...[M]ost femaleP growth has been a response to decreasing
job opportunities and labor conditions and as g @faiversifying households economic risks.

114 see: Appendix A.

115 cerrutti. “Economic Reform," 883.
118 hid., 887.

7 pid., 889.
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Economic instability most likely encouraged women to rethink and questiongpenductive rights.
While economics are not the sole variable in the decision making procgsednancy interruption, it is
a factor that profoundly impacts marginalized women.

Cerrutti's statistics are helpful in identifying the econoamd social shifts in the female labor
force participation. At the same time, statistics are unabkptartrshifts in female consciousness. Such
analysis can only be made through generalizations made by researchers usssgfig highlighting key
events, such as the sizeable presence of working-class women in the 2083tferio Rosario. The
neoliberal labor restructuring experienced by Argentine women, mainly ddfenand low income
households,” led many to redefine their familial, societal, and citizeteg and reanalyze the

relationship of their reproductive rights in conjunction with theshegnic staté®

Abortion between civilization and barbarism

In the northeastern provinces of Argentina, bordering the nations of Paraguay ama] B
majority of the populations in those areas are of mestizo or indigenowsdrgncehe infrastructure
connected to a modern Argentina lacks involvement in those areas. Unemploythpoverty rates, as
well as issues like malnutrition, figure into higher proportions in tlwsas compared to Buenos Aires.
The economic crisis of the 1990s also figured into catastrophic proportiche$erliving in the
northeast. In a documentary by Argentine filmmaker Fernando Solaed8/&oria de un Saqueo
(Social Genocidg he notes that the rising social inequity as demonstrated in child tyostatistics
during the neoliberal decade exemplify an acceptance by the government Argktitene social order
to allow theother Argentina to simplyanish Within this dismal reality throughout that same period was

the continual silence over abortion access and maternal deathtates.

118 |bid., 889.

119 Memoria de un Saqud&ocial Genocidg DVD, dir. Fernando Solanas, 1994.
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Abortion estimates in Argentina are largely based on probability rate® doe dearth of state
documentation and the criminalization of the procedure that hinders womendnoimg forward. State
data mainly indicates women who sought medical attention or have died frofiralseéd abortion. It
is estimated that in Argentina 500,000 women interrupt their pregnanciéswhe there are
approximately 700,000 live births in a population of some 40 million. In most of Aaterica,
including Argentina, abortion is the main cause of maternal death. Offiatadtics between the years
1995 and 2000 show a 46 percent increase of women seeking medical attentiortitor plmxedures in
Argentina. Within these figures, 72 percent of the women who died due to commpidabm abortion
lived in the northeastern provincE8. Also, between the years 1995 and 2000 abortion rates increased
148 percent in San Luis, 143 percent in La Rioja and 103 percent in Santiagtede!’E In the year
2000 it was estimated that in Greater Buenos Aires a woman dies every 13aaysud@abortion. In an
article by Pablo Dipierri, he conducted several interviews with medarbrs of which he deduced that
due to the disparate nature of economics access to safe abortive mettiottedr®? In other words,
during the 1990s, women with private doctors were able to receive a piiescior misoprostol, which
is a drug used before the eleventh week of pregnancy that induces lapactcors. However, since the
passing of the Reproductive Health Law in 2002, misoprostol was legalized dadhwalable at
pharmacies for those who could afford the purch&s&ince 2002, maternal deaths due to abortion have
decreased, but mainly in the metropolitan centers. In a 2004 study published by a gicecmogress
that took place in the northern province of Tucuman, it was estimateshidualf of women in Tucuman

who interrupt their pregnancies die from the clandestine procedure and,eftheomajority are self-

120 babio Dipierri, “Aborto: mujeres en peligrdyefiendense.com
httlp://www.defiendase.com/muestranota.asp?id=80wan

121,

Ibid.

Ibid.

The law is called Ley Nacional de Salud SexualgcRracion Responsable in Spanish. Also, the dikitijaof

misoprostrol remains deeply controversial and seh\tawsuits by Catholic groups have attempted &nde
misoprostol illegal. Several provinces have pasaed to exclude them from the 2002 Reproductivalthe_aw.

122
123
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induced abortion¥* The study highlights regional figures across Argentine to show thenedgi
inequity. From maternity deaths per 10,000: Greater Buenos Aires 0.9, Cordoba 1t&dbedgion 15
and the Northeast 26 Yet, in a show of provincial autonomy from the hegemony of Buenos Aires, the
Tucuman provincial legislature voted non-adherence to the 2002 Reproduditte ltdav which
outlawed all forms of contraception which continues to be contested Ipetiweerational and regional
governments?®

Maternal death figures in connection to abortion have fallen sincefiseng of the 2002
Reproductive Health Law that extended the availability of birth contiehaisoprostol. Government
figures indicate that in 1982 there were approximately 185 deaths nationatly aloertion and
approximately 94 in 2004. While deaths decreased, the amount of women seeking prieg@anpyion
rose to 300,000 in 1973 to 385,931 in 1991 to 500,000 in #606.a comprehensive study for the
Santiago-based UN regional commission Economic Commission for Latin&an{€EPAL) titled "An
estimation of the magnitude of self-induced abortions in Argentina," whichddausgovernment
figures and statistical cases in 2005, note the difficulties in deducunggighat are incomplete due to the
illegality of the procedur&?® The study estimated that roughly 55,000 women sought medical treatment

in a hospital due to complications from an abortion procedure in'290Bus, approximately 60.8 to

124 . .
Tucamanameans a woman from the Province of Tucuman.

125 "Congreso de Ginecologia: Los abortos caseros smactes del 46% de las muertes maternasGaceta
(Tucuman), 16 de septiembre de 2004, http://wwvedesalaborto.org.ar/artic/tucuman.htm.

126 nrycuman: sin leyes que reconozcan los derechosldd Sexual y ReproductivaContra Punto 28 de mayo
de 2009, http://prensacontrapunto.com.ar/index.ppf®=com_content&task=view&id=1010&Itemid=1; 110@8,
the Tucuman legislature approved non inclusion théolntegral Sexual Education Law passed by tHertd
government.

127 The 2005 figure has been used in scholarly jouramadsnewspaper articles since 2002; Silvia Martdith
Alejandra Pantelides, "Estimacion de la magnitudatberto inducido en la Argentinayotas de poblacioio. 87,
CEPAL. Presented at the Union Internacional paEstidio Cientifico de la Poblacién, Paris, NovemB-9,
2007: 96.

128 Silvia Mario and Edith Alejandra Pantelides, "Aniemtion of the magnitude of self-induced abortioms
Argentina" (Santiago, CEPAL, 2007).

129 Ibd., 103; "Interrupcion Voluntaria del Embarazdagktos como cause de morbimortalidad materna, 1980-
1987," Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencieas SER@LACSO), accessed September 28, 2010,
http://eurosur.org/FLACSO/mujeres/argentina/salud8; "Mortalidad Materna en Argentina,” Direccibiacional
de Maternidad e Infacia, Ministerio de Salud, Esit&D08.
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65.4 of every 1,000 women interrupt their pregnancy which places the annual figorek35,974 to
522,216 on a national scaf8.

Yet, the number of women arrested for pregnancy interruption is so mithiatdigures are
never discussed in journal, newspaper articles, or studies. The gewtimas thus decided since the
return of democracy to largely not prosecute women who abort. On one levedr tiest Radical nor
Peronist parties are willing to confront the strength of the Catliiurch. On another, what has become
central to the abortion debate is the discrepancy of available repredietith resources across social
and class lines. For working-class women, the issue of government péiditiand free access in the
dissemination of reproductive health services from contraceptives;@ggeal appointments, sex

education, and free and legal abortion encompasses their needs.

The abortion taboo in public and political discourse

While abortion numbers in Argentina demonstrate the implication and magoittitelack of
legal and available health services, the public discourse in the 1990d preaxeen in presenting abortion
as a political and/or social issue. The previous section demoddtratase of abortion figures through
the 1990s in connection to neoliberalism and the disparate existence bitevpssvinces, in particular
in the northeast provinces. Yet, the abortion debate on a political andljstic level did not mirror
social realities.

In an article by Mario Pecheny, he describes the discrepancy between nanmtbsosial
discourse as a form of ongoing hypocrisy through silencing that has relegatéshadma taboo subject.
What dramatizes the hypocrisy even further is the number of women wholskeome infertile due to
the illegality of abortion in Argentina. Pecheny notes that on a perswed| between friends, family
members, coworkers, and neighbors exists a pragmatic level of undegtamcduding cooperation
between women to receive access to abortion and emotional support for thaderiognasOn a political

and legal plane, the debate is confined as either a moral or public hasthaisg generally viewed as

130 1hid., 111.
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"not the moment" to be discussg&d.In a study by Josefina Leonor Brown, she analyzes the amount of
newspaper accounts that mention abortion between the years 1990 and 2007, whichezampli

Pecheny's findings. Browns figures show as follows:

Year Number of articles the mention abortiort*?
1990 15

1991 8

1992 4

1993 6

1994 84

1995 10

1996 10

1997 7

1998 29

1999 5

2000 5

2001 22

2002 16

2003 26

2004 46

2005 51

2006 65

2007 88 (stops at September 2007)

Brown notes that most articles in the 1990s, setting apart the year 1994, disxinks abortion as an
international issue, with the rare mention of a national case. Betwepsaitse1994 and 2004 when
abortion is discussed as a national issue, the coverage underlines ithiesogfithe state as well as the
position of the Catholic Church. The year 1994 stands as an unusual year dutetiathever the
Constitutional Reforms of which Menem sought to include a "pro-lislise, as discussed in Chapter 2.
Clarin, a major Argentine daily, published the open letter by MADEL which widenettédirst time

the abortion discourse publically to include women's groups, feminists, aaticsganizations who
mobilized to resist the passing of the clause. Brown stipulates that inH&82xmas another shift in the
public discussion that accommodated inclusion of the pro-choice position. Wwhafietly, Brown does

not distinguish if this shift represents an overall change or within soifresdd@ersonal research has

131 Mario Pecheny, "Yo no sogrogre soy peronista": ¢ Por qué es tan dificil disquiiticamente sobre el
aborto?" Paper presented at VI Jornadas de Déitateisciplinario en Salud y Poblacion, FebruaBy 2005.
132 j0sefina Leonor Brown, "La cuestion del abortoAegentina. Una mirada a partir de la prensa pecgdi
Question no. 20 (2008): http://www.perio.unlp.edu.ar/ajsiex.php/question/article/view/688/591.
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shown that most major dailies, frddtarin to other provincial papers, by-and-large express a similitude
of opinion. HoweverPagina 12stands as an anomaly in its detailed coverage of pro-choice positions
and of activities by the women's movement in Argentina. In analyzirgdesartn theencuentrosClarin

has engaged in minimal coverage which generally amounts to one articdesth&ses the yearly three-
day conferencePéagina 12 on the other hand, has published a series of articles that detail debates,
workshops, and conference decisions. In a show of support for female rejpedgbts, in 2004

Pagina 12published a detailed explanation in how to use and access misoprostol, s lagdll
implications and post-abortion cdré.

Brown deduces in her study that the dissemination of the abortion question éctoamio the
Reproductive Health Law of 2002 gave impulse to the sizeable femalegaditic in the 2003 Rosario
Encuentro. Yet, she notes that 2005 marked the most polemical year in nevaspapats since 1994
on the abortion issu& The Reproductive Health Law was put in motion by the Duhalde administration
and adhered by the Peronist government of Nestor Kirschner in 2003. The diseussend the
Reproductive Health Law focused on the question of public health and wasraptdiy the government
to minimize the growing social calamity that climaxed in the collapslesoArgentine economy in
December 2001. The law impacted public debate, but was not a sole reasoroimaiimgghe women's
movement. Brown's assessment of a top-down reasoning for the momentoysapiartiaa the 2003
Encuentro lacks important variables, but her overall study is edyremdeable in observing the nuances
of public discourse versus contemporary lived experiences. Underlyindetieesover rising abortion
figures and economic catastrophe was a brewing radicalization of womehdtowthat will be turned
to in the next chapter.

In this chapter, the impact of the neoliberal policies of the 1990s in jpzEingehe Argentine
populace and the crisis became a gendered experience was analyzed focusiageas thieemployment

and dearth reproductive health services. At the same time, it was nadtia thew economic order

133 "Misoprostol--aborto medicamentos®agina 12 Suplementos, 10 de diciembre de 2004, http://vRégina
12.com.ar/diario/suplementos/las12/13-1630-2004-1.2¢ml.
134 A more detailed discussion surrounding the 200%tetill be examined in Chapter 7.
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disorganized the female sphere pushing a significant number of womemépoltic employment
sphere. There was an uneven effect on female reproductive rightsealtheof regional disparateness
and economic inequity. In due course, first as a form of defense and, later, statmifof agency,
new social movements developed in response to the economic crisis. Within thosevements
women would play monumental roles, but more than often not recognized for tlesseTbe
experiences gained in organizing the new social movements of the 1990ssyadangen to rethink
their roles as citizens-mothers and as political activists which woojtepa rearticulating of

gynocitizenry and give the women's movement a social meaning.
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Chapter 4
New Social Movements, the Rosario Encuentro,
and Defining the New Women's Movement

The rise of the new social movements during the 1990s in Argentina sanresponse to the
neoliberal discord and the shattering of the social contract that haedxettveen the welfare state and
its citizens. The previous chapter discussed the relationship Ime¢weromic liberalization and the
influx of a sizeable entrance of women into the workforce. The ascendirtgpalyates throughout the
decade were also examined since it highlighted how the crisis wasesqeeridifferently according to an
individual's gender and class background. The socio-economic implosion traatizied the social
explosion reconfigured the political space and influenced many to reevdleatew social order. For
many women, this reconfiguration brought about a calamity between theatedxad real social roles.
The push-and-pull factor of women into the labor force throughout the 1990s wasimmtlghdraw into
the so-called public space. Many women were also drawn into direct actiestprnd to the numerous
new social organizations that sprung up in that period that reflectgdaiveng discontent with the state
and its economic new order. But, it should be noted, that while these organizatmsatgt initially to
coordinate protests and present demands from a particular group, many of taremtiogs functioned
also as survival networks as conditions worsened.

For women, the experience of political activism from factory takesogestreet actions
galvanized a deeper analysis of institutionalized patriarchy in tlmsiements, society, and their home.
The economic collapse in December 2001 made political organizing moranieéend necessary. For
politically active women, this led to a more critical gendered anabysishow their social movement
organization has been structured and functions. Many women, for the firstdught an avenue to
discuss such issues and found such a space emthuentros The first section of this chapter will discuss
the new forms of social protest and organizations, i.e., the developmbapafueteromovement. The

piqueteroform of direct action protest was a reaction to the massive layodkspsmg the nation in the
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mid-1990s, but would later be appropriated by unions and neighborhood organizations. Woega play
substantial role, often the majority of a social movement group's menédyghtheir involvement was
rarely reflected in the leadership or demands of most organizations eddrelssection will examine the
takeover of the Brukman suit factory by its workers. Brukman was one dfghfaftoriesecoveredby
workers in Argentina, which would later grow into dozens of takeoverg/piptions involving some
10,000 workers. The Brukman seamstresses proved pivotal in the recoverganbsaed reflect the
radicalization of female factory workers during this time period. Thecpzation of recovered factory
workers, strikers, anpiqueterasin the 2002 Encuentro had a substantial effect on the listless women's
movement, which pushed its transformation into a broader social movemerfinal lagea of this

chapter will examine the development of the new women's movement asla®a@eent and the

views presented by various scholars to define the new female spaceediluia seeks to analyze, place,

and attempt to bring to life the political nuances of the women's sociahmove

Restructuring the social and private/public female sphere

For most women, whether employed or not, the question of housework is central daitireir
activities and social role. Many scholars describe this socialbread female space as the private
sphere (the home) which confines women socially and politically. Thentkngesociologist Elizabeth
Jelin inserts a different perspective on the private sphere sinceceljaires housework as a socially
viable for of labor power that lacks recognition. Jelin describes ivouk@nd the responsibilities
connected to it as a social and economic activity. In taking this view,itla¢egpublic dichotomy
becomes less paramount. Jelin explains, "As organizers of family consnmpbimen necessarily enter
into contact with institutions in the distribution sector and with tatess provider of services. There is,
in effect, an obvious public dimension to women's role as housewife bebaysmhstantly relate to
those offering goods and services and to other consuiierEtis relationship as distributors and

organizers of essential services place women in an authoritptige hen those basic goods begin to

135Jelin,Women and Social Changis7.
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dissipate.

The economic restructuring of the Argentine economy in 1991, as advisedWwshengton
Consensus, expedited the deindustrialization of Argentina, which ledsgv@ainemployment. For
working-class and working-poor women, their ability to have the needed hadiggloals diminished and
pressure was placed on the state for help. In 1992, the Buenos Aires prgaweraiment instituted the
distribution of subsistence items and "food baskets" for unemployed fatfiliSeme 35,000
unemployed women were mobilized to spearhead the dispersion of the government arding¢o
Laura Mason, one of the plan directors, she stated: "women were chosen liegasissmquestionable
[to think otherwise]...and further, we knew women would be more honest and wouldebedisate the
resources™’ Andrea D'Atri and Celeste Escati explain that unemployed women (i.e., thefvaif
unemployed worker or unemployed herself) were given the role as dirediudimtsi since women have
been viewed by the male gaze as "less combative" and their pamicipas interpreted as a form of
"vocational solidarity.}*® Even the press described these women as either "neighborhood armies" or
"armies of love"—even though referring to them as "armies" presemilitant imagery. D'Atri and
Escati describe this experience as an initial phase towards nes/dbsocial organization as many
women in poor neighborhoods developed a network of allies.

In the Argentine pampas the economic calamity displayed itself inpngggrtions which
proved emblematic as to what the neoliberal policies would entail f@nfirggans in years to come. In
June of 1996, thousands of displaced oil workers and other residerggamwthof Cutral-cé in the
province of Neuquehlocked highways and oil refinery entrances by stacking large itednsuaning
tires, which led to confrontations with the police and the National Gudris. farm of picketing was
referred to apiqueteqpickets) and the participants gigueterogm.) orpiqueteraqf.). The colossal

layoffs of oil workers were the result of the privatization of thttamalized oil industry, Yacimiento

136 The "food baskets" aranastas basicas de alimentaciérdefined as the basic food stuffs needed foltinea

functioning and survival and generally associatétl thhe needs of a family, not an individual.
137 Andrea D'Atri and Celeste Escaflambiando el Mundo: Movimiento Piquetero/a en Aten(Buenos Aires:
f\sssociacion para los Derecho de la Mujer y el Deslar(AWID), 2005), 7.

Ibid.
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Petroliferos Fiscales (YPF), which was sold to the Spanish congltanRepsol S.A. For many decades
YPF exemplified the politics of clientelism and state welfare pdalicistitutionalized during Peron's first
presidency which secured a decent standard of living for many workerseamiduhilies. In 1991 YPF
employed 52,000 nationally and by 1992 Repsol laid off 38,500 emplb{e€ke Administration Plaza
in Huincul, near Cutral-c4, downsized from 4,200 to 600 workers within that year and theve
administrative offices altogether soon after. While most of the pigpseteere men, a substantial amount
of women were present. A central figure in the Cutral-co-Huincul strwgagelaura Padilla,
representing the protesters, who signed the agreement with the govereagoeN that satisfied some
of the demands connected to the 1996 upri$th@adilla was not an oil worker but she embodied the
social rupture that many women experienced as they were stifled by ecatepression to care for their
children and family needé® She had been a public employee in her youth, but for most of her life she
was a housewife in a middle-class household. Her involvement with the poguiet&©96 derived from
sympathetic anti-government frustrations she had come to associatd-witRadilla, her memories and
role in the 1996 protest gave her a sense of achievement and confidemica\arig lived through years
of abuse by her husband. Participation in mass protests during the 1990s and in the 20d& econom
collapse, known as the Argentinazo, generated emblematic moments for oraey v a similar manner
that the trauma of thdisappearedaontributed in the radicalization of Madres members. In the work by
anthropologist Javier Auyero on two uprisings during the 1990s in Argentina, he @il his
extensive interviews that, "Revolts can also change the life of pew@eleast the way in which they
understand themselve¥?

The piqueteros of Cutral-c6 had a rippling affect across Argentitiee@mgorm of struggle was

mimicked by union workers, organizations for the unemployed, neighborhood organizatibigy,

139 Javier AuyeroContentious Lives: Two Argentine Women, Two Pretestd the Quest for Recognition
g%”ham: Duke University Press, 2003), 43.

Ibid., 16-17.
141 place "apolitical” in quotes because female tasise against sexism and the patriarchal systeftes not
seen as a political act, but instead as persomal)-within the female private sphere.
42 bid., 191.
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indigenous groups demanding land rights and soverelghfjhe physical appearance and dress of
pigueteros during street protests became distinct since they genevalred their faces and used stones
and sticks to stave off government forces. Images of piqueteros areeofieiscent of Chilean youth
fighting the forces of the dictatorship during the 1980s. Auyero argues thatethiddrms" of protest
represented by the piqueteros did not displace strikes or other formsedfpsttests. The departure of
state presence and the sudden deproletarianization of thousands of wonlstitated a need for "new
actors (unemployed) and new demands (work)...[and] the identities construtegretesting acquired
a specific political charactet™ Auyero notes that those active in the new movements demanded "trabajo
digno" (dignified/descent work/employment) from the government as acsototthe social crisi¥”’

Throughout the 1990s, numerous organizations representing the interestreértifgoyed—
some connected to trade unions and others part of the piquetero movement—eagpeareof the
needed new discourse of struggle. Many of these organizations took on boagalgreblems like
housing and food distribution, but those issues were seen as secondary tcehe fdennabajo digno.
'‘Employment’ became a central combative issue and was a demand thalydrenafited men since
they were seen as the main providers of the falffilfeven though more women became primary
household providers in the 1990s, this development was interpreted as pamedliberal discord that
caused the breakup of the "Argentine family."

In Horizontalism: Voices of Popular Power in Argentittiae editor Marina Sitrin argues that
many of the social movement organizations that developed in the 1990®uateckin the idea of
prefigurative politics. Sitrin describes the Movimiento de TrabagglDesocupados (MTD, Movement

of Unemployed Workers), one of the largest organizations associated wjliquie¢ero movement, as an

143 Javier Auyero, "Los cambios en el repertorio dprletesta social en la Argentind)ésarrollo Economicd2,
no. 166 (Jul.-Sep., 2002): 193.

4% 1bid., 196.

145 This point connects to an argument made by sesehallars that neoliberalism has spearheaded a
"feminization" of labor and work. | agree withghperspective.

148 Eeminists in the U.S. have come up with the cléeam 'mancession’ which refers to male recessionabe
unemployment. It exemplifies the internalizatidrtiee patriarchal order when news articles andéditipians
complain about male unemployment as more problentiadin female.
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example of prefigurative movements that began in this era, based on tadisaorautonomy, and
worker self-managemefall three of these ideas are rooted in anarchist politics).MITi2 is therefore
an umbrella organization for locally based autonomous groups. But the questaizontalism must
also be questioned, especially when institutionalized and internalizischsgan affect the actual
dynamics of an organization when one questions: Who speaks the most atsfiéatinagdoes what kind
of work for the organization?

Horizontalismis a compilation of interviews that Sitrin conducted in 2003 and 2004—at the
height of the post-2001 social movement struggle. In an interview with|Bain@m MTD-Almirante
Brown (in Buenos Aires), she explains, "Historically, women have been sejegthe system, as well
as by society, in general. Now there's a change in the movement, and womereaardmore the
protagonists*’ But according to Claudia, a correspondent for the alternative meti@ collective
lavac.org., she notes,

[T]he ratio of women to men in the movement hageizsed a lot, especially since the first piquetes,
which were made up of a vast majority of young alttr women—women who put their bodies on the
line. Though this issue was roughly equal inlibginning, it is being discussed more now. Formgla,
on the early piquetes, when it came time to nagmtsometimes women would send men as the
spokespeople; the voices for the movement werevooten. It was, and is, really difficult to overce
this imbalance in the perception of poW&r.
In an article by Florencia Partenio, on gender participation in the piquaterement, she notes that the
political participation of women was generally relegated into the pexdéemale sphere of activities in
either the kitchen or in the distribution of basic goods, which "impededitieivement within the
realms of representation and the political leadership of the moveffiefartenio notes in her study that

even though the piquetero movement defined a demand for a "social plan” tes¢mnéga some of the

issues that motivated female involvement into the movement, thalcgetnand remained: employment.

147 Marina Sitrin, ed.Horizontalism: Voice of Popular Power in Argentin@akland: AK Press, 2006, 200.
148, .
Ibid., 204.
149 Florencia Partenio, "Genero y participacion paditicos desafios de la organization de las mujezaga de los

movimientos piqueteros en Argentina." Contest p&jeen: Las deudas abiertas en America latina@alibe
(Prgorama Regional de Becas CLACSO, 2008), 5.
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Las obreras de Brukman

The factory takeover by workers of the Brukman suit factory becamneim the new political
phase following the economic crisis that aroused mass protests on De&8thtend 20th in 2001 that
propelled the government collapse. The plight of the Brukman workers exesiié conditions that
factory workers sustained throughout the 1990s when "flexible" labormapeased further the
exploitation of their labor power. Yet, since Brukman was a mostly fenaldorce between the ages
of 40 and 60, they have come to personify an example of the gendered expeaesed py the crisis.
Months leading up to the collapse, the Brukman workers experienced the loafdhieg wages in
conjunction with higher productivity expectations. Brukman was thefdicsbry takeover by workers to
gain national recognition and it energized thousands of other workesugperar(recover) their closed
factories. By 2004, some 10,000 workers were involved in factory takeovers aqessng.

Through the course of 2001, Brukman employee paychecks became irraguthevpromise of
eventual payment. On December 17th workers did not receive their proméssdand a couple of
workers were obligated to sleepover at the factory premisestBeeould not afford the transportation
home™ As workers arrived the next morning, discussion spread about what theikeosv
experienced, which motivated a group to confront management about theiwagest> According to
Celia Martinez, the union president, the owner Jacobo Brukman handed over timefkestsation and
said, "If you think you can run this factory better than we can than here &eyt&? During an
interview with Martinez in 2002 she sustained that Brukman had underestimaitecapacity to
organize. Following the confrontation, factory management left thétitzcleaving the workers
bewildered over their next course of action. A group of workers decided tatdloé& production books
and estimated that the company had made a sizeable profit but wiagetkair money in overseas

banks. Nilda Bustamente, a Brukman seamstress originally from the grafidgjuy, explained that in

10| hterview with Brukman factory workers, Celia Mawgz and Liliana Torale, on April 23, 2002.

151 My interview with Brukman workers in April of 200@nstructed a different narrative since they entar®
legal proceedings with the government. Due todidecacy of their situation, | am omitting relevatstails from
this thesis.

152 hid.
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response to their grievances a company manager stated, "There is no Mivatylo you expect us to
do? —withdraw our money from abroad to pay yod.The day after the factory takeover massive street
demonstrations erupted. Martinez explained that they were fearifgit abfit then realized they had to
do something, which meant maintaining a permanent presence. The workers decidgdpiméucing
and decided to reorganize their factory and union in accordance with thearhalivision. The General
Labor Confederation (CGT), their national trade union affiliate, esftis back their effort. Half of the
115 workers decided to take part.
The remaining Brukman workers soon announced that factory production would continue unde

worker's controf>

A 24-hour vigilance over the factory was organized to ward off any attempé by t
owner to steal the machinery overnight or on a weekend. Workers sucgegsiglied a police eviction
on March 16, 2002, but some machinery was damaged by the police in the coursaidf therr March
24th of that year, Brukman workers organized a delegation at a mas®maihemorating the 1976 coup.

Andrea D'Atri and Celeste Escati note that Brukman workers chantied tue demonstration:

En el '76 nos mataron / They killed us in '76
a miles de compafieros / thousands of comrades
en Brukman los recordamos / Brukman remembers them
luchando por el control obrero / Fighting for werg controf®®
During the rally a column of Brukman workers crossed a column of feminikts Biukman contingent

chanted to the feminists to join their struggle and the feminist column regpeittiea chant used by

Brukman workers in previous demonstrations:

Brukman es de la trabajadoras / Brukman belongjsetéemale workers
Y al que no le gusta / And to those who dislike i
Se joda, se jodal / They can fuck themselvesk faemselves?®

153 pid.

154\t is difficult to deduce whether their proclamatiof "producing under workers' control" was entiretganic.
When | arrived in the factory in April 2002, thesas a visible presence of the Marxist-Trotskyigfamization,
Socialist Workers Party (PTS). The close ties betwthe PTS and Brukman becomes even clearer wélen C
Martinez decides to run on the PTS Workers' Tiagk&005.

15% b'Atri and EscatiCambiando el Mund®.

156 1 hid.
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Following this convergence, presence and solidarity activities by faminih the Brukman workers
developed. Even though this moment appears as emblematic for Brukmarsvaoitkéeminists present
at the rally, it is difficult to deduce whether it functioned asggét in motivating Brukman to send a
delegation to XVII Encuentro in Salta.

The 2002 Encuentro in Salta mirrored the changes and radicalization ercsosgyArgentina.
As mentioned in Chapter 3, traditionally the encuentros drew some 1,000 pawicipastly feminists.
The 2002 Encuentro attracted some 5,000 participants and numerous delegations froemdrtioas
piquetero movement. In response to this new political wave, Andrea D'Atsiincde article about the
conference: "A different Argentina, a different Encuentrd.”

Delegations of women workers from the recovered factories of Brukmanaawoth Attended the
Salta Encuentro via approval of their union assemblies. At the cordergorker representatives from
Pepsico and Brukman wrote a joint declaration that was presented ¢éostmef participants and later
signed by feminist groups, social organizations, and leftist partiesfir§hgart of the declaration
focused on the need to rebuild a union movement and confronting the current unsrctaog Support
for the factory recovery movement was emphasized, as well ase¢ldor "our unemployed sisters" who
deserve the right toteabajo digno The end of the statement declared:

But women do not only endure unemployment, misexpjoitation on the job. We are the ones
who have a double work shift because we also ldb@housework. We are the ones who are
paid less than men even though we do the same Wiiekare the ones who experience sexual
harassment, rape, abuse, and violence. We amnplozerished within the poor and the ones
who, even in this century, have less access toatiun. We are the ones who die from
clandestine abortions or in pregnancy and whikngibirth since we cannot count on basic
healthcare; the most affected by malnutrition Bpd\IDS >

The Brukman/Pepsico statement exulted grievances that resonated amuengj¢igants. However, the
declaration neither demanded nor presented a plan of action, but for most peohetiarian participants

this was their first encuentro. Also, for many of these women the idea ehtingsdemands that

157 Andrea D'Atri, "XVII Encuentro Nacional de Mujere4$,a Verdad Obrerano. 107 (23 de agosto de 2002),
httg):/lwww.pts.org.ar/spip.php?article2925.

158.peclaracion de las obreras de Brukman y las teatmaps despedidas de Pepsico,” XVII Encuentro Matide
Mujeres en Salta, Argentina, 21 de agosto de 2@f2//www.rebelion.org/hemeroteca/argentina/salegD2.htm.
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affected them, as women, was a new experience. The sheer mention of deathashakestimg abortion
was paramount and can be noted as a moment in which the abortion taboo began to loreakl doany
women, outside of the long-standing feminist circles, began to reevdieatedcial role and their

reproductive rights.

Rosario Encuentro and Assembly of Women Piqueteras

The burgeoning plurality of participants seen in the Salta conferencemfaes fmagnified in the
2003 encuentro. The 18th Encuentro de Mujeres (Women's Encounter) took piteceitiy of Rosario,
Argentina in August of 2003. The conference gathered some 10,000 participantsirepthebfigure
from the Salta Encuentro—reflecting the growing need for a poligcahfe space. In describing the
closing day of the conference which concluded with a march through the cibgafi® dPagina 12
journalist stated, "It was a column of more than ten thoupaneteraselderly, feminists,
provincialistas indigenous, young, lesbiatgabecitas mothers, single women, and married women who
made themselves visible with the simple use of a green inscribeddfeechinison call that transgressed
all the identities: the right to decide over their bod8¥* Pictures from the Rosario Encuentro show a
coalescence affomanismsranging from an indigenous woman holding an Aymara flag to members of
Madres de la Plaza de Mayo to piqueteras and queer activists, as welhy others identities and
communities.

The sheer size and noticeable participation of members from organizaabsprung from the
new social movements induced many to take notice. During the conference, womers ware their

work uniforms or pull-over vests with the name of their organization. Thegedntee encuentro as

159 piqueterasmeaning ‘female picketers' refers individuals yphdticipate in the social protest tactic of road
blockades--initiated by unemployed workers to dednanrk, but later taken by workers on strike anigjnieorhood
organizations demanding government assistaPraincialistas meaning 'provincialists' refers to people whe liv
in the "other" Argentina--i.e., not Buenos Airest In the provinces. The term marks political @odial division
pervasive in Argentine historZabecitas The literal term igabecitas negrasr 'black heads.' It is a derogatory
term used by white Argentines, mainly in Buenoseéjrtowards people with dark skin from the provinadio
migrate into Greater Buenos Aires.

180 Marta Dillon. "Diez Mil Mujeres Marcharon por RBespenalizacién del Aborto?agina 12(18 de Agosto de
2003): http://lwww.paginal2.com.ar/diario/elpaisA280-2003-08-18.html.
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public and political figures with ideas and opinions and into a space whgreothd discern and
formulate issues affecting them that neither the labpiqureteromovement was willing or attempting to
confront. The Rosario Encuentro was also the first year in which a confevericahop was titled "For
free and legal abortiort® For many participants, this was probably the first time they discussed a
debated the abortion question openly in a room full of women.

Following the Rosario conference, the first Asamblea de MujerestBigagAssembly of
Women Piqueteras) was organized in November of 260Female participation in the unemployed
movement amounted to 70% of its membership, but was not represented wigmlérship®® The
inspiration for the Asamblea came out of the experience of the Rosaueriro in which many
pigueteras began to evaluate their roles or, rather, the rolesaheyeen confined to within their social
movement organization.

In an interview with Elsa Basterra, a 62 year-old barrialera, she eaglgPagina 12journalist
Marta Dillon that she was a self-proclaimed atheist because shedised in a school led by nuns" and
became a member of t@ibal Veidbn section of the MTD because the previous organization she
participated in was too tied to a political party intet&stBasterra participated in the Rosario Encuentro
and explained:

Each one of use went from their neighborhood bexthey invited us and because we collected
money for the trip. But there we became awarewlahad not discussed anything

beforehand. It could be due to the autonomousr@aif our organizations, but we also did not view
it as a priority...Men would tell us, "We have toaddish our priorities." When we speak of
healthcare we are not talking about what is sold boutique but something much de€fer.

Dillon discerns in her article that following the experience of the fRoEmcuentro female members of

the MTD decided to construct their own space. The sisters Zulema aaddkkejGiusti, both members

161
162

The year before there was a workshop called "Ractidvice how not to become pregnant.”
Ibid., 10.
163 Marta Dillon, "Rebelion en el piquetePagina 12 Seccién: Sociedad, 2 de julio de 2004, http://wiA&gina
12.com.ar/diario/suplementos/las12/13-1297-2009DFtml.
14 The termbarrialera means female neighborhood activist and is sometimed synonymous withiqueteraor
unemployed. The MTD is the largest organizatiartiie unemployed. Their affiliate organizationsda
zlzléjstonomous power, which is why piqueter@s spebiértparticular MTD group.

Ibid.
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of MTD-Anibal Veidn, explained that in their return from the Rosario Encuentro they proposed to thei
assembly participation in an upcoming September 28th (the Day for thezagigaliof Abortion in Latin
American and the Caribbean) demonstration. Alejandra explained:

There was five minutes of silence when we stdtatwe wanted to march as members of MTD-
Anibal Verén on September 28th for our reproductiealth as we discussed in Rosario. It caused
confusion and then they said to us to do whatexewanted as though what we proposed had

little importance™®®

Zulema noted further, "Then they asked us if we planned on expanding the kitchen."edx-2ldy
member of MTD-Almirante Brown discerned to Dillon:

We found out that it was difficult to discuss théngs we discussed in Rosario Encuentro,
especially on abortion. In the workshops in Rims@was beautiful to see women motivated to
discuss how they went through such an experidratenb one desires [to go through] and before it
was unmentionable because we felt shame or'§Uilt.

Dillon expatiates in her article that following their First Asaralile November of 2003, the women
presented their conference conclusions to the general membership asdateraed like "stones thrown
into an empty tank™®® Piqueteras discovered that as they demanded more respect by the men in their
organization they were either ridiculed with sexist jokes or giverctid shoulder at meetings. Some
female members experienced acts of violence by their partners dug ttethand for further recognition
in the organization and the home. In response, piqueteras fought to strengthfemtieispace through
their activities in the women's movement and continued to press fudheremce within their
organizations.

In preparation for a Second Asamblea women endured sexist jokes where helgpieted as
preparing a "reunion de tupper" ("Tupperware party"). Dillon interviewed raungriqueteras during

the Second Asamblea in July of 2004 in which several expressed their serserpfwhen in the

previous month a woman (piquetera) read a declaration on behalf of sevexlabgyamizations

166
167
168

Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
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commemorating the lives of Maximiliano Kosteki and Dario SantfffarAlejandra Giusti, a twenty-five
year old piquetera explained to Dillon:

The moment the act began it became very graphio e press was asked to step down from the
stage, we (f.) resisted or else it would have kapg again, a swelling male presence because they

are the accredited one®/e have put our body [on the line], but we neeplub[forward] our

voicel”®

Alejandra, one of the piqueteras present, was referring to herselfssiadad proclaimed herself a
journalist in order to represent the piqueteras.

For the Second Asamblea, the women organized the publishing of a book of photodeaphs tit
Tierra Piquetera(Piquetera Land/Earth The printing was done by a recovered factory cooperative and
the pictures were taken by piqueteras Carla Thompson and Alejandra Gitlmstiiesobers of MTD-
Lugano and the text written by female members of MTD-Berisso. ThompsonnexptaiDillon:

Our intention with Tierra Piquetera was to expldie story behind the blockades presented in the

photographs, but it was told from our perspectiltgs difficult for women to speak in public--it

seems as though we need permission or approvaldts comrades--and that is something we are

intent to change even if it takes time. Our sierglways told by them (m.), but this time we (f.)

decided to tell it"*
The women's movement becomes a social movement

The significance of the August 2003 Encuentro was crystallized by the numeati@ss r
organized in its aftermath that drew thousands of women and men. Some 8,000 demanstiatadie
Mayo in Buenos Aires on November 26th of 2003 commemorating the Day to LeghéiztioA in Latin
American and the Caribbean (which is actually on November 28th). Presemhevalers of the MTD,
Partido Obrero (PO, Worker's Party), Movimiento Independiente de Jubjlddlesocupados (MIJD,
Independent Movement of Retirees and Unemployed) and multiple other orgarsizdti an article

about the rally the author explains, "At par with decrimalization, theyadded immediate fulfillment on

a national scale of the Reproductive Health Law and at the Casa Rateldgation demanded condoms

169 Maximiliano Kosteki and Dario Santillan were two M Tpiqueteros murdered by police on June 26, 2002
(l:i%ing what is known as the Massacre of Avallenada.
Ibid.

1 pid.
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and birth control 'in everyone's pocketé?"Concurrent rallies took place in the cities of Mendoza,
Cordoba, Neuquén, Rosario, La Plata, and San Salvador in Jujuy. Nationwidesprete then
organized for November 11th, the No More Violence Against Women Day, assvazlllarch 8th of
2004 which is International Women's Day. The momentum of the movement can be bee20Dibvt
encuentro held in the city of Mendoza, when some 20,000 women met at the gatheringagdbebl
figure from the year beforé® The Catholic Church took notice sending a delegation of women in
accordance with their doctrine who disrupted the abortion work€hdfhe Church also attempted to
send a male delegation, but they were refused entry. The Catholic merdiganized as a counter-
demonstration outside the conference meeting placéhe 2005 Encuentro in Mar de Plata in
November of 2005 also exemplified the growing movement which drew 30,000 to thergattgnce
then, theencuentrodave experienced some ebbs and flows but numbers huddle around 20,000 to 30,000
participants regularly with activities and rallies throughout the wéth a growing youth present®.
However, this influx of young participants, mostly college students, imrgears has changed the

character of the women's movement and its demands.

"Gender Unites Us, Class Divides Us"

The year 2005 proved momentous for the women's movement in the realm odlpeditivaty
and influencing discourse on a national scale. Tensions between the womenrisemt and the
government grew since the demands presented by the movement weeel dowetrds the state. The

aforementioned piqueteras and working-class women gravitated tdltteelegalize abortion as a central

172| a casa Rosadmeans the Pink House and is the Argentine pres&éddérome in Buenos AiresAlejandra
Dandan, "Para tener el derecho a decifigfjina 12 Seccion: El Pais, 27 de septiembre de 2003,
httf:/lwww.Pégina 12.com.ar/diario/elpais/1-2603B2-09-27.html.

17 Originally the conference was to take place inagithuly or August of that year, but as it becamsarcthat the
number of participants would be much larger thavipus years. Organizers postponed the Mendozadato to
assure transportation, accommodation, room spateficient workshops.

174 stipulate "in accordance with their doctrine" Bese a substantial number of women involved imtbgement
and support the pro-choice cause are also Catholic.

17 This has become a year occurrence aetf@ientros

178 Eurther analysis on tlencuentrosnd their changing character will be made in tbedlusion.
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cause. Abortion statistics show that the most affected by its illegalityearth government health
services were working-class and working-poor women. As the new women'memdassailed new
spaces of gynocitizenry, other women took a more Evitaist approach in advdmecfemale space. This
was best stated in a poster held by a Brukman worker during a March 8th, 2004 dalyntown
Buenos Aires: "El genero nos une, la clase nos separa” ("Genderusnittsss divides us®}’

During the 2004 Mendoza Encuentro participants decided on a national campadggnulishgm
"The Right to Free, Safe, and Legal Abortion." Feminists and women righpsicarars collected
signatures across many cities in downtown areas and at politicatiggsheTheir campaign reflected a
growing offensive-like momentum by the movement that was inititdateyized at the Mendoza
Encuentro. The prominence of green kerchiefs (the color of the pro-caoig®igners) across various
cities influenced growing political polarization and debates betweasiadéfiand spokespeople for the
government, the Church, trade unions, and social organizations. In the course af,thentesting (and
sometimes antagonizing) declarations were made between government astddficials over the
abortion question and the separation of church and state. Some of the growing padpiniam was
due to the influence of the women's movement, but there alreadydexikistorical precedence as
well *"®

Returning to the issue of "gender unites us, class divides us," therggmate for Buenos Aires
Province in 2005 is an example of the disparate perspectives being presentsaindsanvolvement in
government politics was the answer, for working-class candidatg®akeare an opportunity to speak to
a broader audience while note expecting to win. Running for the position of SerBtmnols Aires
Province were Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner (wife of the thenntUPeronist President, Nestor
Kirchner), Hilda "Chiche" Gonzalez de Duhalde (wife of the previousritgrPresident), and Nina

Pelozo, giqueteraand member of MIJD. In an interview about her candidacy, Pelozo stated, "We want

177 See picture: Appendix E, page 109.
178 The nuances of the debate will be discussed funth€hapter 5.
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Argentineans to have another mirror [placed] before them in thiscelet? The platforms by all three
candidates focused on economic questions affecting the country from an aidmstrmodernization
stand point, yet Pelozo's demands represented positions expressed in theyateemd piquetero
movement. It also must be noted that Pelozo and Celia Martinez, another wiagingandidate,
publically supported the 2005 abortion campaign and included the legalization tidrabsra bullet
point in their platform of demand® During the 2005 elections, Brukman union president Celia
Martinez, ran on the Socialist Workers Party (PTS) working-dlelest tas National Deputy of Buenos
Aires Province. Martinez was active in the new women's movement scribée her candidacy as an
avenue to present a working class perspetiiv&onzalez and Fernandez, on the other hand, evaded the
issue of abortion in their 2005 campaigns, but had expressed opposition ategaln previous
interviews. In a 2004 interview, Gonzalez explained her view on abortion whilesdisg her support
for the nomination of Judge Carmen Argibay for Supreme Court Justice. &k ‘$Sthe Church cannot
pose opposition to a woman in the Court who declares herself an atheist ard of &hortion...| can
[support her and] also not support abortion, in which | do YidtGonzéalez explained further, "l am in
favor of life, but we all know that abortion practices exist. Thathg Whave a clear conscious that
[Argibay's] position should not determine or impede her inauguration as @eJtitGonzalez then
decisively remarked, "...abortion is a consequence, not a woman's detisianmistina Fernandez tied

her position on abortion with her political views as a Peronist. When she vegistasitate an opinion of

179 Radio interview with Pelozo on March 8, 2005 witbl@nbian network Caracol,
http://www.caracol.com.co/oir.aspx?id=171073; dee:aMariana Garcia, "Con muchos micros y chorigate
mujer de Castell se lanzo candidatu@drin, Seccién: El Pais, 2 de mayo de 2005,
http://edant.clarin.com/diario/2005/05/02/elpai®@604.htm.

180 celia Martinez, president of the garment workelismat Brukman, ran for Federal Deputy of Buenoesi
Province in 2005 under the PTS (Socialist Workensyy working-class ticket.

181 There are differences between the programs prasbgtMartinez and Pelozo. Martinez, as an indalstri
worker, envisioned an initiative of organizing #ié recovered factories nationalized under worleenstrol. Pelozo
would argue for a program that would aid and empheymarginalized.

182.ilda Gonzalez de Duhalde respaldo la candidaderargibay,"La Nacién 13 de febrero de 2004,
http://www.lanacion.com.ar/572815-hilda-gonzalezdddalde-respaldo-la-candidatura-de-argibay.

183 Hilda Duhalde respaldo a Argibay,’a Nacion 14 de febrero de 2004,
httf://WWW.Ianacion.com.ar/nota.asp?nota_id:573048.

184 Hilda Gonzalez de Duhalde respaldo la candidaderargibay,"La Nacién 13 de febrero de 2004.
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the subject she noted, "I am ngtragre [progressive], | am a Peronist...Societies have their moments
and | do not think that Argentina is up for it. We were barely able to passstbal education and
reproduction law and the difficulty must be noted. Furthermore, and beyond those lissugersonally
against abortion'® However, Argibay was ratified as Supreme Court Justice in 2005 and kas giv
public support—even participation at rallies—for the legalizatiosmbairtion. In the four candidates
discussed, Cristina Fernandez was the only victorious one in the O2@fkieelections.

In November of that year, a large rally was organized to deliver to €sstre 100,000
signatures collected for the legalization of abortion. On the 25th aofnibrath, tens of thousands—as
reported in several newspapers—marched demanding, "Sex education to deaidegptives to not
abort and legalize abortion to not die." In retrospect, the rally hightightee things. Firstly, the
plurality of the new women's movement as a social movement becametdeathe participation by
queer group$® and college students (in which a noticeable group of students marched topless
(denominated astatazd®)) demonstrated the growing influence of the movement. Second, the rally
marked the end of this particular offensive action strategy towardsetee Even though it did not
achieve the end goal of the legalization of abortion, it nonetheless boundwement nationally around
a common cause. Thirdly, the received silence by Congress and prominalet feliticians in simply
ignoring the existence of the petition was a sign of the difficulties thement would encounter. The
resistance by the democratic state was another moment of radicalfaatsome, but was also a moment

to re-strategize and not lose momentiThe other side of this was the dearth support by trade unions

185 Pecheny, "Yo no soy progre, soy peronista,” 1.

188 The involvement of queer groups is important siag@pen hostility has existed between feministscaregers.
The plurality of the women's movement has creadede of belonging that lesbians , transgendersiagdnders
did not feel in the 1980s or 1990s.

187 Tetazosare a form of confrontational protest in which iiting their breasts is seen as a challenge phudis
social mores. Pictures and videos show that thdweparticipant tend to be white, college studemskeeping in
mind the challenges thpiqueterasand working-class women face in home and withiriety, tetazosare not
plausible and can isolate some of these women franticipation in these rallies.

188 pedro Lipcovich, "Multitudinaria marcha en recladwla despenalizaciéon del abortBdgina 12 Seccién:
Sociedad, 26 de noviembre de 2005, http://www.Ra@ithcom.ar/diario/sociedad/3-59683-2005-11-26;html
Declaration by November 25th organizers and lisugfporters: "Viernes, 25 de Noviembre, Marcha blzali de la
Campana Nacional por el Derecho al Aborto Legau® y Gratuito en el Dia de la No Violencia haeidMujer,"
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and piquetero organizations who did not mobilize their constituencies in supportdefthads

presented by the women's movement. The lack of response by male members addscaimo were
unable to politically place the abortion struggle as an essential lmatedial equality attests to the many
hurdles still prevalent in Argentine society as a whole. Followinggihee of the 2005 campaign, the
movement switched focus in 2006 on to the Romina Tejerina case, which veasthatanighlighted the
class and race tensions within the natfSnBy taking on a controversial case like Tejerina's, the
movement began to articulate positions and visions more clearly and deatezha level of comfort with

a dialectical definition of the movement.

Defining the new women's movement

Numerous scholars and journalists have written about the centfality Rosario Encuentro and
the new women's movement in Argentina. Perspectives differ and tlgsisutygpically places more
weight on the feminist legacy and the standard top-down discourse when exah@énmimgvement.
Furthermore, while the movement has been vocal and active in the publictamndemands have been
met with evasive or marginal recognition by institutions of power (govenhmewspapers) and
established organizations such as trade unions. To date, there has beeprabarmive study by an
academic on the new women's movement in Argentina that could help guitteeiiss However, this
section will review the works by four academics presented in differentrpeiew journals that have
attempted to define the new women's movement since its emergence.irvV2hil8 their emphasis and
analysis vary as to what ledtttat moment of radicalization and what followed, all four scholars place
the Rosario Encuentro as the defining juncture in the women's movensatiasnovement.

In a study by sociologist Graciela Di Marco from Universidad Nacional de SetmMa

Argentina, she analyzes the new women's movement within the reatmiaftieory and social

http: //agendadelasmujeres.com.ar/notadesplegquigstl 721; Photographs of November 25th march: tkiar
por el derecho al aborto," subidos 26 de novierder2005,
?éga://argentina.indymedia.org/news/2005/11/352ﬁ6ﬁ?theme:2.

Romina Tejerina’'s case is discussed in Chapter 5.
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movements theory. In Di Marco's study, she stipulates different compondimsvedmen's movement
by dividing the content into two subsets. First, she describes the plundbstors involved in women's
issues as pueblo de mujere@ community of women). From tipeieblo de mujeresmerged a more
politicized sector that Di Marco describes gaiablo feministga community of feministsy’ She then
states that the development of this explicitly politicized gembldigcourse resulted infaminismo
popular (popular feminism) core within theueblo feminista® In essencdeminismo popularepresents
a section withirpueblo feministahat expresses political demands beyond incremental reforms, but seeks
to disrupt the socialized and state-constructed gynocitizenry. Consegemilyist politics became
affected by the plurality of the social movement, particularly whergimaized and working-class
women (popular women) participated. These women expressed diverse demands atedyultim
constructed a "chain of equivalence" represented in their newfound éqpie legalization of
abortion!* Di Marco viewsfeminismo populaas the core influencer, prime mover, and ideological
base of the broader movement. She then stipulates that the demand todbgaliaa created a new
"limit" within the normalized essentialized female sphere éixaeeds the patriarchal hegemonic
discourse?

An interesting point made by Di Marco in her text and not mentioned thirstfas thesis, is
how she places the construction of an identity of otherness by potitisizeen as largely a response to
a counter-offensive by the Catholic Church. She explains:

Inasmuch, the participation of women from the abeiovements in the National Women
Encuentros and the attempted strategy by the Gatbburch to boycott them since 1997, appears
as foundational in the articulation of a propostdggle for the legalization of abortion, alongsid
the demands connected to violence against wometrawajo digng which are the three

190 1he wordpueblowhich means peopler peoples can also mean village. The word puebtbigncase is being

used to describe a group of people--even thouglexatly homogeneous--who share common experiens

who have developed a shared culture and nomenelatur

191 The wordpopularcan mean popular, but it also has a political rimeasimilar to the word masses in describing
the everyday folk--from working class to workinggro

192 Ibid.; Di Marco is using the term "chain of equigate" theorized by Ernesto Laclau in his work ditln

Populist Reasan

193 Ibid., 64; The term "limit" comes from Laclau wonho places the word "limit" as the delineationsusueh
essentialist constructs and can be moved or shdtt®r either the powers that be or a populist meargm
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fundamental demands by popular wom#n.

Di Marco places the anti-choice campaign led by the Catholic Church andewexhthe encuentros as
their prime rival as a spark that incited curiosity among women and d&ledgsping point for some
women who grew convinced that the legalization of abortion was a necessanddaertiee struggle for
gender equality. She states further that the Rosario Encuentro wablamatic moment for many
women since it was the first encuentro in which a workshop was organizeatégige for the
decriminalization of abortion. What Di Marco discerns as pivotal wathabthere was a discussion
about abortion, but rather the articulation of a strategy of contestatiaiaroo utilizes Ernesto Laclau's
social movement theory that stipulates two forms of development: fiisylation of democratic rights
that seek to confront a type of exclusion; second, the emergence of atgbpodiarse that seeks to
create a new hegemony. Di Marco views the activities by femiimshe 1980s and 1990s as one
defined around the logic of difference—confronting their exclusion. Howewtre development of a
pueblo feministand, even further, f@minismo popularthe women's struggle was transformed into one
that sought to construct a new hegemony that directly confronted the @goeoimic and power
structure(s).

The sociologist Florencia Partenio analyzes the women's movemeiraiciyggher focus on the
piqueteras and their constructionespacio de mujerd&M), which means gemale space Partenio
views the construction of an EM by piqueteras as an organic impulse eyenbbsashared experiences
within their social movement that originally drew them to the Rosariodmo. The decision to create
an EM was not immediate, but rather a development after the pique@liasd that the majority of their
male comrades thwarted their "gender ageniaPartenio mentions in her article that EMs grew among

several MTD organizations, but concentrates her case study on the Freriée Bapgo Santilén (MTD-

194 Graciela Di Marco, "Los movimientos de mujeresaiigentina y la emergencia del pueblo feminista,"
Aljiba 2, vol. XIV (2010), 63.

195 Partenio, "Genero y participacién politica," 1.
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FPDS) section® She notes that the encuentros instilled a level of assurance amongrpisjtetliscuss
within their common spaces their gendered experiences. Partenio expamwsite women represented
the majority of active participants within social movement orgditins and carried out central activities
to reproduce the necessary resources to keep the organizations running,wesmetill sidelined from
recognition. The labor responsibilities given to women were essentie creation of an alternative
economy (like trueques) in the midst of economic ctiBut, in addition, their labor activities were
also the operational backbone of the social movement's organization. lbidgsts political contours,
Partenio explains that within the movement a "hierarchy of demands" stabdished. When female
members began to articulate issues that would disrupt that hieraeatsiptts within the earmarks of
limits of what is considered feminine and masculine" influenced the: floe¢he creation of a safe space
like the EMs'*®

In Partenio's work, she describes the piqueteras who initiated thercedn EM apioneras
(female pioneers) and the spokespersons for this movement from within. nkerseiv with Maria, a 42
year-oldpiqueterafrom MTD-FPDS, she told Partenio about an experience on October 26th in 2003
(soon after the Rosario Encuentro) when she was part of the MTD- Aféldal coordinating committee.
The "first" female assembly took form spontaneously under the "judgmentgl gfatheir comrades.
Maria explained:

We (f.) began to explain all this that happeneRdsario to the coordinating committee and that is
where we discovered somewhat...Esteban [an MTD l¢adédra very strong position in the
committee so he did not approve this and it becemneplicated...So we told ourselves 'the easiest
thing to do is for us (f.) to meet again and fgout what we want to do because it has become
difficult for our comrades (m.) to take it...We neecclarify well among ourselves (f.) how we

will arm our strategy." And well, we began toestand we initiated an assembly right then on the

bridge®®

196 Ibid., 2; FPDS stand for Popular Front Dario S#anil Partenio cites other spaces created such as thm&Ws

Home" in Corriente Clasista y Combativa (CCC) a@Gerider and Equality Opportunity Secretariat" within
Federacion de Tierra, Vivienda y Habitat (FTV).l thiese groups are autonomous bodies within the MTD
197 TruequesThe exchange of goods or services that doeswhtde money. As the economic crisis worsened in
Argentina, places called ‘trueques’ were organiaéti agreed upon exchanges of goods and servidesd the
(l)ggportunity of visiting such a place in late Decem001.

Ibid.

199 hid., 10.
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Subsequently, the women decided to organize a Piqueteras Assembly in tfieaitys the following
month that would incorporate other piqueterastaadialeras During the meeting they discussed the
sexual division of labor within their organization, in their home, and theigoedtreproduction health
rights. Coincidentally, a road blockade was called by their organizaagbaay which affected
participation that totaled 150. In an interview with Esteban, an MTD-Anib@irMeader, he was asked
if their organization would consider creating an EM. Esteban respondedw& &éave proposed it...a
mother's commission...something of that sort. But it hasn't sunk in withamemof our movement®
Due to the lack of response by male members to the concerns expnefsedle militants, a split within
MTD-Anibal Verén followed the Asamblea and motivated a section of womemtd/TD-FPDS.

According to Partenio, the formation of EMs caused friction within thealsmovement
organizations and generated a decentering of "work" since involvement M are&ted new
responsibilities and activities. She cites as an example théoddayspiqueteras to participate in the
March 8th, International Women's Day, 2004 rallies. In other words, the piquedefagiration of
priorities was complicated as they might be asked to join a roaddolecn a day of a planned women's
activity. Partenio discerns, "The structure that the EMs have takefownded within a constructive
processrom below in which thepioneraswere the first expressions of this base that drew in other
women from the movement... These bases have gengraeiitesthat promote a sense of reflection
within "the same female comrades of the movement"”, or as one of thenagmeun'doing, which is
more than expressing thing&™

In two separate analyses by philosopher Alejandra Ciriza and women's proféssor Barbara
Sutton, they center their discussion on the women's movement in Argeaotinal ghe subjective
experience. Sutton takes a poststructuralist approach on the meampogefél cuerpd which means
"to put/place the body forward/theteSutton's conclusion comes out of numerous interviews with

piqueteras, feminists, lesbian activists, women's collectives, anddegamizers. In questioning the

200
201

Ibid.
Ibid., 14.
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significance of the termoner el cuerpadn their activities, the women interviewed generally associated it
as describing sacrifice, resistance, and agency. For Sutton, the betpleas been a historic place of
political contestation. She views the personalized and socialized tesasmgiated with the repressive
dictatorship as significant in the historical legacyoher el cuerpo Sutton combines that with the street
activism connected to new social movements as also emblematic in jénetisalexperiences on
Argentine women's bodies. These historical impasses are furtgeifiea for Sutton by the 2001
economic crisis that engendered a reexamination on "the role of theis|f8diSutton notes, "Bodies
need to be taken into account in order to understand political resistdralowing this new political
momentponer el cuerpavas defined as part of the "feminization of resistance." Suttoniespias,
"women's growing participation in political organizing and protest, paatily in connection with
survival strategies, such as communal kitchens and other neighborhodghmsets.**

Ciriza's discussion of the subjective experience focuses omtin@geexperience and its
burdened identity. Centering on the relationship between the personal anlititted, @ogrowing
friction has been manifested surrounding the definition of gynocitizenry atickifionore, a decentering
of what is considered political. She notes the long-held antagonism betweeistfeamd leftist parties
and the question afouble militancycontinued over issues of political priorities and, as Ciriza notes, the
ambivalence created when the subjective looks into the mirror of daleetality and sees a haZgé.
Ciriza highlights as an example the 2001 Encuentro in Mar de Plata in whiantkshap called
"Contraceptives and Abortion" was changed to "Sexual Health and Repoodudturthermore, the
conclusions from the workshop stated demands like "No payment to the Externahmebtworkshop
on "Sexual Violence" proclaimed opposition to the violence of theStata.essence, the discussions

maintained a confined vision of meta-political issues that limiteblexcluded the interests of women.

202 garbara Sutton, "Poner el Cuerpo: Women's Embodiaueth Political Resistance in ArgentinaAtin
American Politics and Societ#§p, no. 3 (Fall 2007), 154
293 1hid., 134.
204 Alejandra Ciriza, "Movimientos sociales y ciudadamiotas sobre la ambivalencia ante el espejo de lo
ggéectivo,"La Aljaba2, vol XI (2007), 35; Ciriza is usuing Lacan'sionatof the mirror in her analysis.

Ibid., 38.
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The proclamations and demands that came out of the aforementioned workshegentepperspective
that relegates issues that have an immediate effect on women and desgenthteir marginalization
from the political/public space.

In her text, Ciriza also discusses the unquestionable tension between woowal imgvement
organizations and feminists—a clash that reflected varied peyosnd experiences with oppression
that led to differences over the 'hierarchy of demands' constructad thie¢ women's movement. The
redefinition of female citizenship is one that traverses "urnodageitory,” but also filled with
possibilities?®® Yet, Ciriza observes a lagging effect by feminists in artioujagiibjective experiences
with tangible social experiences that have been manifested as afléamlbivalence” towards the class
struggle, institutionalized racism and patriarchy. Ciriza discertiseiuthat "the women's social
movements can construct a space where a complex articulation can be ghindogmrating the varied
dimensions of our experiences as subaltern subjects(f.)." This newfi@uatiticization, according to
Ciriza, can induce a withering away of the established form of feminisnisthaltd "by fragile threads of
memory" and would facilitate @esdibujamientgerase a drawing) of their praxis. In other words, the
feminist movement in Argentina has not engendered enough roots or emblapragats that could
stimulate the continuation of their movement. Ciriza credits the fernaigeément as essential in its
pulsation of a new perspective, but the women's movement seems more capbbtghing a deeper and
more complex political articulation.

The four scholars discussed describe important elements that led todtopaent of the new
women's movement. In the case of Di Marco, | find problematic her ptatevhthe term ‘feminism’
within her analysis ofeminismo popular As Ciriza correctly points out and as | discussed in Chapter 1,
the feminist movement in Argentina has had difficulty placing itseH plural vision of womanisms. Di
Marco recognizes the women's movement angbtieblo de mujereas the broader community where the
pueblo feministandfeminismo populalie, but the last two mentioned are defined as the best-articulated

cultural and political components of the women's movement. In contrasting lkewittoPartenio, it is

206 hid., 30.
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difficult to place the piqueteras within these spheres since none seearthe tisrm feminism and their
identity as piqueteras is what gave them political agency. Howev&taido's analysis magnifies the
political layers of the movement. In essence pibeerasdescribed by Partenio could be part of the
feminismo populaif it were labeled insteachujerismo populafpopulist womanism). | argue that it is a
mujerismo populathat has the dynamism and capacity to embrace what Ciriza notes adistiplura
movement filled with possibility and whose space and limits are ndaifjetiefined. In connecting
these points, Sutton seems to stand on a limb and thus highlights the lim&opsststructural
analysis. As political scientist Linda Zerilli noted in an artickcdssing Ernesto Laclau's book
Emancipation(s)'Now that 'we' all know and agree that poststructuralism is critigallable but
politically bankrupt; not that we all know and agree that the 'old univeraalindeed a 'pseudo-
universal,' so the homecoming narrative goes; we can get on with the pfajenstructing a 'new
universal'.®" But Sutton's study puts forward two important elements: 1) thepener el cuerpo
reflects the crux between a woman's body and politics (albeit sfatssion and protests); 2) the
"feminization of resistance" the defined female participatiortrees protests following the 2001 crash.
In contrast, | view the birth of the "feminization of resistance" with"feminization of production”
under the policies of neoliberalism implemented through the course B®%0s. But, it cannot be
forgotten that the "feminization of production” included the so-dal@asculation of the Argentine labor
force. The "feminization of resistance," best represented by the piqueinee hand in hand with the
neoliberal discord. Yet, as women were sidelined from organizationatdbgueoles and their
organization's demands revolved around reinstating the male worker ghitiisl pplace as breadwinners
and heads of household—women became political isolated. Over tim&uadsilencing and
oppression by men within social movement organizations pushed many women to sed&rameo
discuss their discontent. Their alienation from the process lbé twéation of a gendered platform that
reached a critical mass by 2003.

In essence, | argue that it was womanisms, not feminism(s) that propelldrien's

207 inda M. G. Zerilli, "This Universalism Which Is N@®ne,"Diacritics 28, no. 2 (1998): 3.
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movement. Yet, without the organizational and political base creatednbyiges the movement would
not have been possible and its consolidation would have lagged or have beendgsttad t
Furthermore, | agree with Ciriza's seemingly harsh description angsiiso on the limitations of
feminism in Argentina. It is also too soon to state that feminism is withaway. As Argentine history
has proven, comebacks are possible (for example, the many comebacks shBerbeminism, in
Argentina, does have a significant base, but the survival of the &miaivement depends on its ability
to spread and embrace a plural vision, in which, for the most part, Argéamimesm has been unable to
shake off their middle-class adherence and stigma. However, the worogalment has proved capable
in articulating a plural discourse—i.e., womanisms. It is not the plue{jtyessed by Third Wave
Feminism who seek to deconstruct essentialist constructions and whoseyphitalged on individual
subjective interpretations of feminism that, ultimately, focus onrogtganizing and creating NGOs.

The heterogeneous social manifestation of the new women's movemenemidagngendered
organically frombelow The issues and demands coalesced by the women's movement expanded the
boundaries of their social order and have begun to construct a vision beyond thssexjy the

feminist movement of the 1960s and 1980s. Recognizing the societal and politizaiée# of female
oppression ultimately sharpened their political blades. Their aetivdatid demands can also be
interpreted as a participation in the deconstruction of essemijdlig the women's movement
participation with new and multiple definitions and interpretations of sitx@ald gynocitizenry reflects

a dialectical engagement with experience.

Overall, the movement's development was as much reactive as pro&#aetive in the sense
that their entry into the public/political sphere was due to the riphey experienced when the
neoliberal crisis impeded the fulfillment of their roles as distataibf basic necessities, as well as the
nationally shared rupture of the 2001 economic collapse. The creation of nevren@ments was also
reactive to the ascending crisis of the 1990s. Out of those experieooesn who participated in
militant actions as piqueteras and as unionist in recovered faciojeeted a proactive momentum. Yet,

while women played critical roles in their movements, there waskafaecognition reflected in their
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non-incorporation into as spokespersons and movement demands that reflectetbtbeis as women
that would be treated as equally viable to fight for. Unable to engaggials @ movements they
constructed, the encuentro became an avenue to discern their problemsadiftiefbice behind the

new women's movement that was propelled fbalowhas been the demand for the legalization of
abortion. As Di Marco notes, the struggle to legalize abortion placed newebmsnoin the idea of rights
and the political articulation of the movement. However, the demarickéoand legabhbortion is what
has given the movement a deeper level of contestation with thersdateua pushed boundaries of public
discourse even farther. Yet, the notion @fee abortion radically alters the relationship of the state with
its citizens and, in particular, the contours of gynocitizélnjt also demonstrates a public awareness by
the women's movement that not all women share the same privileges sian@nrgs a deeply stratified
society. As Mabel, a member of MTD-Solano, states in an interview, "jiigfaeof de-criminalization

and legalization...it is much more inclusive to speak of free abortion, tharnndealization and

exclusion.?%®

208 5ee the Appendixes for pictures of the movement.
209 Sitrin, ed.,Horizontalism 203.
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Chapter 5
The Case of Romina Tejerina

|210

A 2008 photograph of Romina Tejerina in jai

In this chapter, the Romina Tejerina case will be used to illustratehleeman was affected by
institutionalized patriarchy and the politics of maternity espoused byatee $er case became more
than an issue of infanticide or as several newspaper headlines el@scFie young woman who killed
her baby." As her cause grew in attention and support, it became clekgjérata’'s case was not an
anomaly. The case garnered public significance for two reasons.TEjestna’s older sister, Mirta, was
influential in supporting and convincing Romina to contest her charges. S#mwmmimen's movement
saw Tejerina’s cause as an example that conflated the manyttssuesvement had embraced and had
become identified with since its inception as a social movement.

The struggle for Tejerina’s freedom was supported by most organizasemsated with the
women’s movement. For the movement, in general, to foster such a casiibigsue as a central cause
indicates how it defined itself politically and to what extent it wangilto take their struggle to
dismantle rape culture and gendered repression. Additionally, Tejehindsvirom a historically

oppressed background, comes from tither Argentina where centuries of oppression have embedded

20 Gjsela Vola, "Romin Tejerina desde la céarcel (WyWww.Nodo50.org, uploaded on October 8, 2008,
http://www.nodo50.org/Romina-Tejerina-desde-la-ekit html.



79

cycles of violence. For the women's movement to be active in thglstifog Tejerina’s freedom also
reflected the additional step the movement was willing to take to step thet white, middle-class,

Buenos Aires/Cordoba centric tendency within the movement.

The Romina Tejerina Case

Romina Tejerina's name first appeared in newspaper headlinegat the2004 and beginning
of 2005, even though she was arrested in early 2003. Her case could have beerojustogen the
province of Jujuy for the province held the highest level of incam@rabmen for "homicidal intent."
Jujuy has also rated the highest in maternal deaths nationally. A 200®tindyMinistry of Health
shows that 2006 maternal death rates in Jujuy were 9 times higher thésr Bremnos Aires (GBA), 3
times the national average, and 12 times GBA in 26007The data surrounding rape and infanticide
rates are incomplete which reflects as to how the state viewgtiiecance of the issue and only
magnifies the lack of institutional support available to TegriBut, between the help of Mirta Tejerina
(Romina's sister) and the women’s movement, both factors gave her casklitiaial push into the
space of public discourse.

In the evening of August 1, 2002, eighteen year-old Romina Tejerina walked owtthan
sister Erika at a discotheque/dance club in their small town of Sao iRelijuy. Romina and Erika had
recently moved in with their older sister, Mirta Tejerina, who Was forty. As Mirta noted in an
interview, "l took them with me because | wanted them to have another tyfee"8FfliMirta was
referring to the conservative and at times violent nature of theie fiten She explained that in her
parent's home sex was considered something "dirty, dangerous, horrible, [andpstfamatcording
to Romina, when she arrived at the meeting point she did not see her sister attdakas on her return

home by Eduardo "Pocho" Vargas, a forty-some year old neighbor. Vargas foraed hés red

2 vMortalidad Materna en Argentina," Direccién Nacibde Maternidad e Infancia, Ministerio de Salud de

Argentina, Estudio 2008.

412 3osefina Licitra, "Romina TejerinaRolling StongArgentina), 1 de noviembre de 2004,
http://www.rollingstone.com.ar/649074.

1 Ibid.
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Renault 9 and raped her. Romina explained in a 2004 interview that the slesrmedsiier and she did
not discuss the incident with anyone until she realized she was prégnghe eventually told her sister
Erika but threatened to commit suicide if she mentioned it to anyone. Rtmulkxatives to hide the
pregnancy, which drastically reduced her body weight. In an intervidwRelting StongArgentina),
Romina told the reporter that she approached several doctors absitdigsn and was told that the cost
for an abortion was 300 pesos (approximately $150), which was beyond her means. In tigeodveni
February 23 of 2003, 6 months pregnant and weighing 101 Ibs (46 kilos), Romina consumed a sheet of
laxatives and soon after gave birth in the bathroom of her house. Mint lien sister covered with
blood and the child wrapped in a box. Mirta explaine@layin, "She told me the child (f.) had the face
of the rapist and told me to take it away."In her statement to the police Romina declared she had no
clear memory of the birth, cutting the umbilical cord, or having killed tiid bly stabbing it 17 times.
During her trial, her lawyers argued that Romina had entered into a mohpsychosis brought by the
memory of the rape and the haplessness of not wanting the child.

Soon after the incident Romina was detained and remained in detenaoyetorbefore charges
were processed. Vargas, her accused rapist, was held for questioniBgl&ysdy police in October of
2003 but released by Judge Jorge Samman stating lack of evidence. Duedmthby Samman, rape
could not be recognized as the cause to her "homicidal intent." Mir®inaa interview:

| feel as though many people would forgive Rwamf she had been wearing tpellera216 of

seven colors. When they realize that sherdpéisat she is like every other young person][but
who suffered a tragedy, they become moralpariat their finger. It reminds me of a meetingaldh
with a deputy in San Pedro [who said]: "Thelppem is that these girls go out at night," he told
me. "And those short skirts and that musit¢ theay dance to and those youth who drink alcohol."
That's right. He said that to me! | was titld same thing by the Mayor of San Pedro. You know
what Julio Moises told us during a meetingetw lawyer and to me? That raped women do not
exist. That all of us (f.) wantat’

14 |bid.

215 pablo Abiad, "Polémica por una chica que fue vialpduego maté a su beb&larin, Seccién: Sociedad, 12 de
junio de 2003, http://edant.clarin.com/diario/2@&812/s-04001.htm.

#®pollerais a colorful, full skirt used by Aymara womert.wlas originally a dress imposed by Spanish
colonialism, but wearing it has come to represettucal and ethnic pride.

27| icitra, "Romina Tejerina.”
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For many radical women, Romina's case became an opportunity to speak out atbeuinjestices.
Elsa Coque, a teacher and member of CCC in San Pedro, asked participaftinadly2in support of
Romina: "Do you know? Do you know how many fetuses are buried under these homes2004
opinion piece by Maria Moreno, she notes that Tejerina's case is atumiydo unmask the abortion
question. She highlighted the 1994 changes to the Civil Code that affected BR@®meancing. The
Code had originally stipulated criminal sentencing from one to six jfemmoman killed her child while
in labor or shortly after "to safeguard her honor." The new code removed "lsm@ilausible reason
and, instead, infanticide carried a regular murder sentence of up todiiean?'® In her opinion piece,
Moreno agrees that views over "honor" have altered, but she additidiallgtes that such questions
are not universal and, furthermore, undesired pregnancies are not putintaespecially those that
are a product of rape. In essence, the 1994 code elucidates as to Hate tinéesprets the implications
(or even existence) of rape culture and its effect on broader sotiatg, the statist depiction of
infanticide is as an individual act void of systemic byproducts. Howeven in countries where

abortion is legal, infanticide continues to exist due to the facetacenaf gendered oppression.

The growing polemic

When Josefina Licitra, a reporter fdlarin, visited Romina Tejerina in prison (known as "la
granja" or "the Grange"), she met other women imprisoned for murders tratelsed to sexual
violence. Some of these women came to Tejerina’'s aid when she artiveghason. One such person
was Olga Veron, also from the town of San Pedro, who had been the victim of rape ey bgater
police officer father. Veron had attempted to file charges again&ither several times but was turned
away by local police. When she was finally able to speak before Judge Sawtmavas also Tejerina's

judge, he told her, "Respect your father because he takes care of you anwlo%® A few months

218 |hid.; Martin Sassone, "Procesan a una chica gué enka beba que tuvo por una violacié@larin, Seccion:

Crime, 7 de febrero de 2004, http://edant.clarimibario/2004/02/07/g-04601.htm.
%9 Marta Dillon, "Olga Veron, el otro caso Tejerin®agina 12 Seccion: Sociedad, 12 de junio de 2005,
http://www.Pagina 12.com.ar/diario/sociedad/3-32605-06-12.html.
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later, unable to bear the continual violence, seventeen year-old \featdmes father while he was asleep.
Another woman at "la granja" was Claudia, a woman who killed her fiveojgaaughter after her
husband raped the chiitf. These stories demonstrate the extent of sexual violence ancejpéaame by
the state as a social woe that criminalizes women affected by itsatraum

Throughout 2004 Romina’'s name and cause was popularized by the women’s moveuogint thro
demonstrations and actions. Some rallies were organized spicHitalnd her case, but placards
demanding her freedom became commonplace at pro-choice rallies. Also in 200dmie's
movement heeded the call for justice surrounding the murder of Sandexa;aiiro was the General
Secretary for AMMAR (the sex workers union) in the city of Ros&fi@ublic support by feminists and
women's rights activists demanding justice for Cabrera highlightsethéulum shift since the early 20th
century in Argentina when feminists proclaimed “the fallen women” {jpntss) as a social ill who
supporter the restrictive mobility codes and the eventual crimatiiizof sex work. But while the
Tejerina and Cabrera causes were supported by the women’s movemeissiseshvere still viewed as
highly controversial within broader society. When the Argentine fotk-artist Leon Gieco released his
song "Santa Tejerina" ("Saint Tejerina") shortly after Roming semtenced to fourteen years in prison,
high-level members of the Catholic Church were outrage. Gilcia's directly criticized the Catholic

Church and expressed support for Tejerina. In the song Gieco states:

Santa Tejerina, Santa de la justicia,
quiere salir a volar

De las rejas, de muros y cadenas
Rapido se quiere soltar...

Santa Tejerina es la que sana los dias
de perpetua reclusiéon

de los que siempre pagan

para que otros hagan

de una vida un gran dolor.

[Coro]
Vamos a bailar que yo ya te perdone

220 1pid.

Sainerligg, the saint of justice

wants to go out to fly

from the baits, and chains

quickly wants to be let go...

Saintiffieejeures those days
of perpetual reclusion
those who always pay
for those who make
life a great pain.

[Chorus]

Let's diordehave already forgiven you

2! Cabrera was actively involved in unionizing sex keys, which led to altercations with police who dewed
payment or sexual favors from sex workers for the af public spaces. Cabrera received numerouk tteaats
from police, including from the Chief of Police Rosario. She was found shot point-blank on JanRéry2004.
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Aungue nos quemen en la hoguera Even if we ioulre bonfire
como fue una vez. As it happened in one fitfe.

In August of 2005 Gieco had to appear before the court of Judge Samman in supposed wicdatw
that makes the "apology for a crime" a criminal act—his crime beinlgribe of “Santa Tejerina®®
Gieco’s charges were dropped.

The long-standing animosity between the Catholic Church and the Peromistrgent—that
dates to the Juan Peron years—was seen once more when Bishop Antonio Baseottbhikeclare
opposition to abortion by stating publicly that, “those who scandalize chdiearve] to be dragged
into the sea with a mill-rock tied to their ned&* Basseotto was responding to the position taken by the
then Health Minister Gines Gonzalez Garcia, who supported the legalizditabortion under the
argument that it was a public health conc@tnPeronist President Kirchner had Bishop Baseotto
removed from his position stating that such comments could not be toleraeduntry that has
experienced state repression and human rights abuses. Another debatevlesuegirchner's Supreme
Court nominee, Carmen Argibay, stated she was an atheist and pro-chaoewitévthe Church
opposing her nomination, Argibay was approved by the Senate and ratified as SOptetrstice in
early 2005. While the Peronist presidents, Nestor Kirchner andn@ristirnandez de Kirchner, did not
advocate the legalization of abortion, they nevertheless supportediiradg/ivithin their government to

speak openly for the de-criminalization of abortion.

222,
223

'Santa Tejerina" lyrics, http://musica.itematikargtetra/8318/santa-tejerina.html.

Mariana Carbajal, "Por su cancion para Romina, L@i@to tiene que declarar ante un jué€dgina 12
Seccion: Sociedad, 30 de agosto de 2005, http://\Ragina 12.com.ar/diario/sociedad/3-55807-2005-08-
Fernando D’Addaro, “Que lo injusto no sea indiféeghPagina 12 Seccidn: Pais, 21 de septiembre de 2005,
http://www.paginal2.com.ar/diario/elpais/1-5680®2M9-21.html.

22* Mariano Obarrio, "Kirchner removié al obispo BagegtLa Nacién 19 de marzo de 2005,
http://www.lanacion.com.ar/nota.asp?nota_id=688817.

% plba Piotto, "Gines Gonzalez Garcia, el ministrdatepolémicas,Clarin, Seccion: Sociedad, 24 de julio de
2005, http://fedant.clarin.com/diario/2005/07/24isdad/s-1019883.htm.
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Jujuy Encuentro

The 2006 encuentro was organized in San Salvador, Jujuy to push momentum aroumal S epersé>°
While the Jujuy Encuentro only drew some 10-15,000 participants, in comparisenMait de Plata
Encuentro the year before that drew 30,000, holding the conference in Jujupdréidwdar political
significance’®” The political significance rested upon the decision to publicly suRmrina Tejerina’s
cause. The Mar de Plata Encuentro took place in conjunction with the IV Safithé Americas which
was being organized as a major protest on a national scale to show oppos#ioiiberal policies,
imperialism, and the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). Juhg/ Encuentro, on the other hand,
was a return to the plurality that had given the women’s movement mobilityeaitd d/Vhile some
articles following the conference mention that the low number of pamisipa Jujuy was mainly due to
distance, there are other factors that must be considered. FirstintiAage a racist country and it is a
mistake to think that the women’s movement (like any other social moxgisaot affected by this
social reality. It is plausible that some women chose not to participtite Jujuy Encuentro because the
majority of local participants would be indigenous and mestiza. értiak argument because the
number of participants at the Cordoba Encuentro the following year oarecagpvened some 25,000.
A second factor that could have affected participation was opposition leyasdivists to the
movement’s support of Romina's cause and the inescapable aspect ¢éimaudrgro in Jujuy would
undoubtedly, as it did, express and show support for Tejerina.

Nevertheless, putting aside the relatively low numbers, the JujuyrEr@peoved more significant
than Mar de Plata in advancing the plurality of womanisms and feminishesentuentro gave woman
from Jujuy the opportunity to participate for the first time in an encoerRictures from the conference
show that the character of the encuentro was largely indigenous, unliketentros. For example,
some women are seen holding on to the Aymara flag, others wearing thstinsad “Organizacion

Barrial Tupac Amaru,” and some holding children or pushing baby carriagels arki@ll elements that

2% Marta Dillon, "El Encuentro de Mujeres 2006 serdlejuy por la libertad de RomingPagina 12 Seccion:

Sociedad, 11 de octubre de 2005, http://www.Pattheom.ar/diario/sociedad/3-57736-2005-10-11.html.
27 Clarin reported 10,000 ar@agina 12and other sources reported 15,000.
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reflect their class realities, ethnic identities, and their genidexpression of agenéf. It was an
encuentro for thether Argentina—of mestizas and Aymaras—claiming their place wttrerpolitical
space of womanisms. It was an encuentro foother Argentina in which the women were more active
in their neighborhood and piquetero organizations than feminist groupsotfhibefrgentina tied closer
to the Catholic Church, in comparison to an urban populace that tends to beoutaie due to access to
education and other social services.

Conference workshops during the Jujuy Encuentro included discussions onisesbmental
health, housing, feminism, sexuality, religion, political parties, and aboffiba.workshop on abortion
was placed on the final day of the conference due to the usual intervention éywabtws Catholic
women who attempt to disrupt the conversaffon.

Leading up to the encuentro, conference organizers expressed concern oweseheative
"nature” of Jujuy. One organizer toldPagina 2 reporter that they did not put forward a conference
statement for Romina's freedom fearing ahead of time that they woufd%oget, the majority of
encuentro participants marched on the closing day in support of Tejerinaakwgntheir protest directly
to “la granja”, where Tejerina was being held. The "fear" by confererganizers, who mostly came
from places like Buenos Aires and Cordoba, can be interpreted as conseesatioe their part. They
placed limits beforehand due to internalized prejudices, unable toemnwikere they could push the
radical dynamics of the conference. As to analyzing a balancessht®t success or failure of the Jujuy
Encuentro, it depends on what an individual considers an advancement fontba'svmovement as a
whole. Conference organizers expressed dissatisfaction over the lackaohtiens, comparing the Jujuy
Encuentro with the Mar de Plata Encuentro. Yet, conference declarationsrmbzesgarily validate the

social impact that encuentro discussions have on its participants.féfthrest mantra is truly "the

228 Carlos Rodriguez, "Las mujeres tienen la palalf?agina 12 Seccién: Sociedad, 15 de octubre de 2006,

http://www.Péagina 12.com.ar/diario/sociedad/3-742886-10-15.html.

22 poy Espacio de Mujeres del FPDS, "Finalizo el XXt&entro Nacional de Mujeres en Jujuy: "Alera, taleue
camina, mujeres luchadoras por las calles de Airggrit Prensa de Frentel8 de octubre de 2006,
http://www.prensadefrente.org/pdfb2/index.php/a&@0/18/p2197.

#%Marta Dillon, "¢ Un paso adelante, un y medio atfdB&gina 12 Seccion: Suplementos, 20 de octubre de 2006,
http://www.Péagina 12.com.ar/diario/suplementos/24$2-2957-2006-10-20.html.
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personal is the political," the lived experiences of indigenous and mesiinen in Jujuy have to be
taken into consideration.

On conference organizer referred to the Jujuy Encuentro as stéalbackwards." As
previously discussed, the Rosario Encuentro had a significant impact on izigueteow they viewed
themselves as women and their role within their organizations. lelg tikat, just like in the Rosario
Encuentro, a significant amount of women in Jujuy had their first open discuudsiut sexism and
abortion at the encuentro.

The closing rally for the Jujuy Encuentro marched through San Salvador, feddracheat "la
granja”, and consummated their action in front of the main Catholic Catlrethel city, where counter-
protesters awaited. The termescrachemeans public shaming and was a form of protest organized by
human rights activists in the 1990s against military officials antiasiswho had not been tried for the
murders and disappearances during the era of dictatorial rule. Bygdhbir protest at "la granja”" an
escrachethe women's rights activists were attempting to connect statesieprasd human rights
abuses with institutionalized patriarchy and rape culture. Women's motvaatizists also refer to
women who have died from clandestine abortiordissppeared Furthermore, as seen in the pictures in
Appendix B,escrache$ave also been used as a form of protest against unprosecuted rapiststhar a fur
connection with the experiences of the dictatorship, it has become commaomb&téminists march
past a Catholic Church for them to chant, "You were silent when they toolathayq' which alludes to

both the disappearances by the military dictatorship and the women who éé¥edi abortion§* >

The other Rominas

%! |pid,

22 \/ideo images of closing rally during 2009 Tucuni&mcuentro protesting Catholic Church:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QwFFQVH7J4U and
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lleM9D6F6Uo&featurekated

23 The issue of open confrontation with the Churchtbeome controversial for two reasons. It carateoh
section of Catholic women who support legalizingrélon and who do not necessarily want to assotiaiéh anti-
Catholic feminists.
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In February of 2006 another case appeared mirroring that of Romina Tejerimafseteen year-
old domestic worker in the city of Cordoba had killed her new born who wasatiegbiof a rape. Maria
"Eli" Diaz cleaned the home of 60 year old Arturo Benavidez, a neighbor who hatlysakuaed her
for many years. When news around this broke out, women's activists in Cordohaetidiher
support. City officials ordered the arrest of her perpetrator who was puglaamt the city prosecutor
asked for an 8 year sentence. In November of 2006, the court recognized Eiat Elas the victim of
rape and was found not guilty stating her moment of psychosis dissolved her frcmartipes of "intent

to murder.®*

In 2008, Diaz's rapist was sentenced to eight years in prison and ascie&eatiline
stated: "At least he was sentencé&d."

The absolution of Eli Diaz influenced the reopening of Tejerina's badellowing year. In
2007, an appeal led to a reprocessing of her case in Jujuy but the same senit¢yeausf was reached.
Tejerina's case was then heard by the Supreme Eburt.

On a side and related note, in June of 2@&rin reported that in Romina's hometown of San
Pedro, a seventeen year-old had been raped and had become pregnant. The lotateieeriLa
Multisectoral de la Mujer” ("The Multisector [Place] for Wontg immediately organized publically to
raise funds for an abortion for this young woman. A rally was also organittesllatal courthouse to
protest the actions taken by hospital staff that refused to give the youranwieemorning after pill**’
In an interview with the victim, she explained, "[The hospital staff] lsmvee nerve, but | suffered the

consequence and they did not defend me. | had been beaten all over. | was doing hgeil.at am

not the fearful one; the one who cannot sleep. Instead of finding the rapsasked if | was

%34 Gustavo Molina, "Absuelven a una chica violada o2 a su hija nacidaClarin, Seccion: Sociedad, 28 de

noviembre de 2006, http://edant.clarin.com/diafi@2/11/28/sociedad/s-02601.htm; Carlos Rodrigugizptieblo
gue perdono a la acusadBAgina 12 Seccidn: El Pais, 28 de noviembre de 2006, httww.Pagina
12.com.ar/diario/elpais/1-76888-2006-11-28.html.

235 Carlos Rodriguez, "Al menos lo condenardPégiina 12 Seccion: Sociedad, 11 de noviembre de 2008,
http://www.paginal2.com.ar/diario/sociedad/3-1148888-11-11.html.

2% uConfirman 14 afios de prision a Romina Tejeri@drin, Seccion: Sociedad, 24 de marzo de 2007.

%7 Sjlvina Heguy, "Un pueblo junta plata para que cinigza violada pueda aborta€tarin, Seccién: Sociedad, 2 de
junio de 2007, http://old.clarin.com/diario/2007/08&/sociedad/s-04815.htm.
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pregnant.®®® Solidarity marches for this young woman were organized in other titiealso tied her
cause with the demand for Tejerina's freedom. Following the protestssfgoting woman, local
government officials investigated the role of hospital staff. Int&afdirepresentatives from the
Multisectoral meet with the Jujuy's Health minister to discussribeagptable response and lack of
resources available in provincial hospitals to aid rape vicfiink analyzing the response by community
activists and the comments made by the victim, they are reflectiveest gevel of understanding,
discourse, and perception of their rights as woman and that sexual visl@otean individual, but social
problem—factors unavailable to Tejerina. At the same time, one cdisnuss the role that the Jujuy
Encuentro played in making many of these issues public since the caeferas covered by local
newspapers and discussed amongst the populace. Overall, the respomsthis $ebenteen year-old
victim is an indicator as to how a community was affected when swathdixperiences were made public
and how those made-public-issues constructed new spaces of awareness.

Yet, even with public and judicial sentiment becoming more mindful &f cafiure and sexual
violence against women, the Argentine Supreme Court upheld Tejerin@scgentHer case was not
considered in the same light of Eli Diaz because the court held the ¥kadiBtomina case reflected
"intent to murder.?* Since Tejerina's rapist was never convicted, her case continuadkbévidence
of rape. However, the impact of Tejerina’s case and the continualhgobthe women'movement as a
social movement began to impact Argentine society as whole. From the nmb\sequestioning of
language, laws, politics, organizational structures, and sexist cthiaires perceived as normative, led to
the possibility of refiguring and the rethinking of the politics of gendempdhigcs of maternity, the
construction of Argentine gynocitienzry, which, for the women’s movement,diblvecome elements to

challenge and deconstruct.

28 gjlvina Heguy, "Marcha a la Corte de Justicia gaadir por la chica violada en Jujugltarin, Seccion:

Sociedad, 3 de junio de 2007, http://old.clarin.fdiario/2007/06/03/sociedad/s-04601.htm.

239 "Investigan a un hospital por la falta de asist@mcuna chica violadaClarin, Seccion: Sociedad, 9 de junio de
2007, http://old.clarin.com/diario/2007/06/09/satzd/s-06203.htm.

240m 3 Corte Suprema dejo firme la condena a Tejeti@arin, Seccion: Sociedad, 9 de abril de 2008,
http://edant.clarin.com/diario/2008/04/09/socied&@2 707 .htm.
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Conclusion

In this thesis, it has been argued that the women's movement developed alsnaos@ehent in
2003, strongly influenced by the political involvement of women foehow The political and
foundational base of the encuentros was created by feminists in the mid-198Bs,havement's social
character was rooted in the political ruptures experienced by popular womeg ttierdictatorial years
and the neoliberal era of the 1990s. It can be argued that between the ye&n22062 the women's
movement reflected mujerismo populaencompassing the heterogeneous facets of ‘'woman' and
elevating the class issues affecting the popular masses.

Since the 2003 Rosario Encuentro de Mujeres, the women's movemenmthgisotisly
innovated new spaces of activity and dialogue. The encuentros continisedaytho draw sizeable
female patrticipation—ranging anywhere from 20,000 to 30,000. The ever-changing'svorogement
and encuentros have altered in the last several years by a noticdaklefigbung women, mainly
college students, into its ranks. The character of some ralliestritfis younger constituency that
impresses at times a more carnivalesque atmosphere. But thiptd®sés not universal of the
movement because each organized activity manifests differepiyndeg on the region, city, and
neighborhood in where it is taking place. Yet, since 2007 there has been notiesslplsekence by
piqueteras or, better said, of piquetera contingents. However, furthechesestill needed to
understand the nuances of this change.

While not a major component of this thesis, the articulation of a politigsrafer by the
women's movement in Argentina—in all its variants—has gone through maansydrmations over the
last century, often a reaction to state control and state repressimnfefrtale body and space. In an
example of this continual change, the recent women's movement has iefl@esiaift in the public and
political discourse on issues surrounding women's reproductive health aoel. j08te women's
movement has actively promoted and has attempted to legitimize théenocitle which is defined as a

systemic-rooted murder of a women connected to the oppression of women by pat@relsyone
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website explains, "The term femicide is political; it is a denuiueiaof society's naturalization of

violence against womeri® Throughout the year 2011, the women's movement in Argentina organized
protests, rallies, and political support for femicide to be recognized irgentine civil and legal codes.
242 |n 2010, a woman rights organization, la Sociedad Civil Marisel Zambranbéifigel Zambrano
Civil Society) which was named after a victim, began to compile femstatistics>***** In December

of 2011, a signed letter from some 200 groups and individuals titled, "They anénmet of passion,
they are femicides" was sent to the Attorney General of ArgeAtirsro Garganta and Judge Guillermo
Atencio. The letter urged these two men the importance of legitigniemicide as a political term since
it would recognize violence against women as systemic connected tertbescf ownership that some
men have towards women who are either their partners, former partnersctadé¢neir companionship
all togethe””® To this date, femicide is still not a legally recognized term ireAtiga, but the discussion
about the term has grown reflected in Opinion Editorials and other artiagleportant media outlets. In
an interview with House Deputy Fernanda Gil Lozano she discerns, "Tlisi®aparadox having a
female president, having a quota law, having female deputies. But, by gadAegentina has

manifested a public political void in which we are attempting to reciifly this law. We interpret

femicide as a form of public politics that places value on a womam'éfif

241 |nforme de Investigacion de femicidios en Argentimecessed February 23, 2012.

http://www.rimaweb.com.ar/articulos/2011/informe-idgestigacion-de-femicidios-en-argentina/.

242 The campaign to include "femicide" in the Civil Goi$ being led by House Deputies Fernanda Gil Lozard
Cecilia Merchan; Mariana Carbajal, "El femicidio @ebate,'Pagina 12 Seccion: El Pais, 8 de marzo de 2011,
http://www.paginal2.com.ar/diario/elpais/1-1636&1-2-03-08.html; Cecilia Merchan, ""Femicidio", abdigo
Penal,"Clarin, Seccion: Opinién, 24 de febrero de 2011, httpul.clarin.com/opinion/Femicidio-Codigo-
Penal_0 433156764.html.

243'Nadie cuenta la violencia de génerBAgina 12 Seccién: Sociedad, 4 de enero de 2009,
http://www.paginal2.com.ar/diario/sociedad/subn8t83457-2009-01-04.html.

244 Diario 8300 web, "El femicidio ¢ debe ser incluimo delito en el Cédigo Penal?,"
htt://www.8300.com.ar/2011/02/14/el-femicidio-%C2%debe-ser-incluido-como-delito-en-el-codigo-penal/
245 |Indymedia Argentina, "No son crimenes pasionales,femicidios,"
http://argentina.indymedia.org/news/2011/12/802844.

246w o5 casos de femicidio aumentan 20% en el 20di3,Fernanda Lozano, diputada por la Coalicionicziy
Clarin, Seccién: Palitica, 21 de marzo de 2011, http:imeharin.com/politica/femicidio_2 427177280.html.
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According to woman rights activists, femicide have risen in thedéagral years; by 12-13% in

2009 and 20% in 2013 In 2008 there were 208 cases, 231 in 2009, 260 in 2010, and 237 in 2011. In
addition to the sheer higher numbers of femicide cases in 2010 and 2010, violnsevagmen was
further impacted by the "new" gruesome trend of burning wdifiefihe trend seems to stem as copycat
aggressions following a 2010 case of Wanda Taddei, even though there werespgrerdents recorded.
Taddei was covered in alcohol and put to flames by her husband Eduardo Vazairemmeer for the
band Callejeros, who had physically and mentally abused her for years. Vazagueelavfor
guestioning for a few days following the aggression, but was releashd judge who was convinced by
his claim that she committed suicide—the case has since been reopened. In BO@W&reha total of 11
femicide burning cases, in which the ten proceeded the Taddei casercA2041Clarin article stated
that according to gender equality activists women reported threaigvien such as, "I am going to burn
you like Wanda®*® In the first few months of 2011 the number of cases has surpassed the preaious ye
numbering 13 casés Feminists and woman rights groups mobilized public protests in Febnary a
March of 2011. There were a total of 14 femicide burnings in 2011.

Another example of the impact of the women's movement, has been a staftagal definition
of infanticide. In September 2010, the Argentine House of Deputies votedfémicide cases would be
tried under the original Civil Code (of 1877), thus annulling the 1994 constitutigioam on that
clause?®® However, by not writing a new code that expresses present issues ader lanealysis of the
systemic violence against women also highlights the short comings of thimded he main reason for

the removal of the constitutional reform clause according to variqugids was the Romina Tejerina

247 \/ladimir Hernandez, "La quema de muijeres en ArigertBBC Mundg Cono Sur, 1 de marzo de 2011,
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/noticias/2011/03/1103Mijeres_quemas_argentina_en.shtml.

2484 3 suba del femicidio, tema de debate en el RitadMlujer,"El Argenting 13 de marzo de 2011,
http://www.elargentino.com/nota-129233-Femicidioiteen-el-Dia-de-la-Mujer.html.

29 gjbila Camps, "Una grave forma de violencia qeeeresde el caso Taddei," Clarin, Seccion: Sodjetde
febrero de 2011, http://www.clarin.com/sociedad/gréorma-violencia-crece-Taddei_0_421157984.html.
20 0Otra chica fue quemada por su parefaldrin, Seccién: Sociedad, 7 de marzo de 2011,
http://www.clarin.com/sociedad/chica-quemada-pai@j@39756088.html.

1 Florencia Cunzolo, "Infanticidio: diferencias enmrto al proyecto aprobado en Diputadd3larin, Seccion:
Sociedad, 9 de septiembre de 2010, http://wwwrtlkesim/sociedad/Infanticidio-Diputados-media_sancion
puerperio_0_332366975.html.
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case. This demonstrates the impact of the women's movement, butdlasstanakes its power muscles
clear by denying certain reforms or giving them in short increments.

At the same time, women from below continue to participate in the womersment and
creating new spaces for discussion and mobilization. Members e$paeio de mujefEM) MTD-

FPDS (discussed in Chapter 4) have continued their engagement and ewshacrestbsite where they
write articles about their activities. It appears that their foets inaintain presence and expand their
space within the neighborhoods they work. However, an analysis of the EM andailvement of
piqueterasn the women's movement since 2006 still requires further research.

In Chapter 1, the discussion focused on the roots of gynocitizenry in the modentiketate
that gave women a place in the national imaginary as mother-citizensrlyuhgltheir expected roles as
mothers of the nation, the Argentine state made women conduits of a "wiiiteaimpaign that was
complimented by the state's genocidal campaign against indigenous populadioiases, a eugenics
program. These racist and sexist policies instituted by the Argesttiteewould have two affects. On the
on hand, the institutionalization of two different Argentinas creatediamal stratification of the nation
and, on the other hand, female sexual reproduction was molded to represent tlo¢ theestsite, i.e.
mother-citizens. The second section of Chapter 1 reviewed theitnaasiteminismgo feminism in
Argentina. In other words, from a more fluid definition of the word feminism in thy jgart of the 20th
century to a more confined definition connected to the interests of middkearid elite women by mid
century. This divide became apparent when feminists contested Eva'®saffrage campaign in the
1940s and how Peronist politics was able to bring in working class women irgokss

Chapter 2 focused on the experience of the revolutionary era, theymwlitetorship, and the
return to democracy. As discussed, the 1960s brought about a change in fewhatggktics but, by
and large, did not confront the question of sexual reproductive rights. Challerigesaémale sphere
carried out by female revolutionaries became a foci of assault inutatityrof the dictatorship. Yet, it
would be mothers, the embraced space of femininity, came forwardstenetd the military

dictatorship.
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The 1980s and 1990s was an era of reconfiguration for the Argentine nétiadhby its then
recent history of state repression and the changes brought about by #eonewic policies of
neoliberalism. In this period, feminists reorganized their activétiesinjected their experiences as
political exile and what they had learned from European and US feminist mogenhethe 1980s and
early 1990s, feminists and women's groups reorganized nationally and Hggionass Latin America,
but made minimal impact as they were unable to draw a large influx efdgrarticipation. At the same
time, these female activists were at the forefront in defendingtlieeskexual reproductive rights
stipulated in the Argentine legal codes.

Overarching the entire thesis has been the question of motherhoothtetantion, and the
issue of abortion. It was discussed in Chapter 1 the roots of the crintinali@gabortion and its
typification as a taboo subject. At the same time, the state approvéidraberpart of a broader
eugenics campaign was reflected in the desire by the Argentine elitetelfectuals to improve the
"Argentinean race," i.e., whitening. The depth of the abortion taboo watsaeeg@durther in Chapter 3
in the context of political discourse and newspaper coverage. The irg@g&itg down of the abortion
taboo was seen in 2003 when the women's movement put forward as a very public demend for
legalization of abortion.

However, the initial breaking of that taboo and the social component that pcoghedlwomen's
movement was the crux of two important movements. On one level, the baed bseteminists
throughencuentroswomen's centers, and feminist ideas and theories in the 1990s was la critica
denotement of space for those seeking broader change. On another lenBitiué women from the
social movements gave the movement broader relevance and a heterogeaemisrc These women
from belowincorporated into the movement their gained experiences from the souminents that
were engendered as reactions to the neoliberal economic crisise Wamen also propelled demands of
a popular character elevating demands that would benefit the marginala&ing poor, and working-
class women. As | argued in Chapter 4, the call for "free" abortion has bazemivement a distinct

character and pushed the earmarked boundaries of contestation farthlee fleamnist movement
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seeking to create gender equality, but not necessarily social equalitie thié women's movement has
many voices and many faces, citizenship universalizes all womerylagdiinationally. But as the
women's movement has proved, and as seen in the Romina Tejerina tabeyaraen have equal
access to state resources or equal treatment due to racisst.clasbiexist legacies. Nevertheless, it is
unbeknownst were the women's movement will be ten years from now, bigiricestain that their

impact is apparent and they have forever changed the contours of Argentiaéiggnry.
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Distribucion de los ocupados por
sexo seglin maximo nivel de

educacion alcanzado. Por regiones.

Afio 2001 (Poblacion de 14 afios y

mas)

Maximo nivel de

Total
Regiones y sexo educacion
ocupados
alcanzado
Secundario completo
Nunca asistié y | |Primario completo Terciario /
y terciario /
primario y secundario universitario
universitario
incompleto incompleto completo
incompleto
Total de las regiones
varones 100.0 8.0 47.4 32.0 12.6
mujeres 100.0 6.9 34.6 34.7 23.9
Metropolitana
varones 100.0 7.1 47.3 32.0 13.5
mujeres 100.0 6.9 34.4 34.9 23.8
Noroeste
varones 100.0 9.4 48.9 31.3 10.4]
mujeres 100.0 7.0 37.7 335 21.8
Noreste
varones 100.0 13.4] 46.7 30.7 9.2
mujeres 100.0 9.5 36.1 32.3 22.0
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Pampeana
varones 100.0 8.0 46.5 33.0 12.5
mujeres 100.0 6.6 33.6 35.0 24.8
Cuyo
varones 100.0 9.0 49.9 30.3 10.8
mujeres 100.0 6.1[® 33.1 345 26.3
Patago6nica
varones 100.0 8.5 47.8 33.3] 10.4
mujeres 100.0 5.8 37.8 34.8 21.6

(1) Los 28 aglomerados relevados en
2001 se agruparon en regiones cuya
composicion se detalla en el apartado de

"Definiciones”.

(2) Estimacion con coeficiente de

\variacion mayor al 10%.

Fuente: INDEC, Encuesta Permanente

de Hogares. Onda Octubre 2001.

Procesamientos Especiales de la

Direccién de Estadisticas Sectoriales.

Publicado en: Situacién y
Evolucién de las Mujeres en la
Argentina - Indicadores

Seleccionados . INDEC, UNICEF.

Presencia femenina y distribucién de los ocupados por sexo

segun calificacidon ocupacional.

Por regiones. Afio 2001 (Poblacién de 14 afios y mas)

Regiones

2001

Total

Calificacion
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ocupacional
No
Profesional Técnico|Operativo
calificado

Total de las regiones

Presencia femenina ® 40.9 412 488 27.6 55.0

Distribucion varones 100.0 9.4 16.2 52.1 22.2

Distribucion mujeres 100.0 9.6] 22.4 28.7 39.3
Metropolitana

Presencia femenina®® 40.8 40.0] 49.2 27.9 55.3

Distribucion varones 100.0 10.5( 15.8 52.5 21.2

Distribucion mujeres 100.0 10.1f 22.3 29.5 38.1
Noroeste

Presencia femenina® 41.1 415 485 25.8 54.0

Distribucion varones 100.0 7.3 16.5 49.1) 27.1

Distribucion mujeres 100.0 7.5 22.3 24.5 45.8
Noreste

Presencia femenina® 41.2 445 524 27.6 50.5

Distribucion varones 100.0 6.6 14.8 49.7 28.9

Distribucion mujeres 100.0 7.5 23.3 27.0 42.2]
Pampeana

Presencia femenina®® 415 43.4] 483 27.7 57.4

Distribucion varones 100.0 8.9 16.5 53.7 20.9

Distribucion mujeres 100.0 9.6| 21.7 29.0 39.7
Cuyo

Presencia femenina® 38.1 43.6] 449 25.5 49.1

Distribucion varones 100.0 8.2 18.5 49.1) 24.2

Distribucion mujeres 100.0 104 24.5 27.2 38.0
Patagonia

Presencia femenina® 41.2 38.4f 504 28.8 54.3

Distribucion varones 100.0 7.8 17.0 52.7 22.5
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Distribucion mujeres

100.0

6.9 24.7

30.4] 38.0

(1) Los 28 aglomerados relevados en 2001 se agruparon en regiones

cuya composicion se detalla

en el apartado de "Definiciones".

(2) Es el porcentaje de mujeres ocupadas, sobre el total de ocupados en

cada categoria de

las variables analizadas. Asi para el total regiones en 2001, la

presencia femenina entre

los ocupados de calificacién técnica es del 48,8%. Esto indica que las

mujeres estan

Distribucion de los ocupados por sexo y
presencia femenina segln categoria

ocupacional,

calificacion ocupacional y rama de actividad.
Total de aglomerados urbanos. Afios 1997 y

2001

(Poblacion de 14 afios y mas)

Categoria ocupacional, calificacién ocupacional y rama

de actividad

1997

2001

Poblacién

ocupada

Presencia

femenina®

Poblacién

ocupada

Presencia

femenina®

Varones

Mujeres

Varones

Mujeres

Total de los aglomerados urbanos

Categoria ocupacional

Total

100.0

100.0

37.9

100.0

100.0

40.9

Patron

5.9

2.8

22.6

5.7

2.5

23.2

Asalariado

70.3

74.9

35.0

68.3

75.7

43.4]
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Cuentapropia 22.9 20.2 39.4 25.5 20.3] 35.5
Trabajador sin salario 1.0 2.1 53.7 0.5 15 65.8

Calificacion ocupacional
Total 100.0f 100.0 37.9 100.0] 100.0 40.9
Profesional 9.4 9.5 38.4 9.4 9.6 41.2
Técnico 15.8 22.1 46.1 16.2 22.4) 48.8
Operativo 54.3 27.9 23.9 52.1] 28.7 27.6]
No calificado 20.6] 404 54.5 222 39.3 55.0

Rama de actividad
Total 100.0] 100.0 37.9 100.0] 100.0 40.9
Actividades primarias 1.4 0.2 8.3 1.6 0.3 10.1
Industria 25.3] 11.5 21.8] 17.7 9.6 27.2]
Construccion 12.8 0.4 1.8 12.0 0.3 1.6
Comercio, Hoteles y Restaurantes 19.2 19.5 38.2 20.9 21.1 41.0
Transporte, almacenaje y comunicaciones 11.3 2.5 11.9 11.9 2.1 11.0
Finanzas, seguros e inmuebles 9.7 9.0 36.3] 9.2 8.7 39.5
Administracion publica y defensa 8.0 7.2 35.3 8.7 8.0 38.7]
Ensefianza 2.4 14.0 78.0 3.1 16.1] 78.3
Servicios sociales y de salud® 8.8 16.3 53.0 139 16.0 44.3
Servicio doméstico 1.1 19.4 91.4 1.0 17.9 92.2

(1) En 2001 se incluyen tres aglomerados que no

fueron incluidos en 1997.

(2) Es el porcentaje de mujeres ocupadas, sobre el

total de ocupados en cada categoria de las variables

analizadas.Asi para el total de aglomerados
urbanos en 2001, la presencia femenina entre los
ocupados
de calificacion técnica es del 48,8%. Esto indica que
las mujeres estan sobrerrepresentadas en esa
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calificacion

dado que la presencia femenina entre los ocupados

(total de calificacion ocupacional) es de 40,9%.

En cambio, entre los ocupados de calificacién
operativa, la presencia femenina es del 27,6%, muy

por debajo del 40,9%

entre los ocupados.

(3) Incluye Servicios sociales, comunitarios, personales

y de salud.
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Posters by the National Choice Campaign are an gleanf the movement's politics. The top postetestd'In
2008 we killed 384 women; In 2009 even more; Thgefitine state united behind clandestine abortidmé
bottom poster says,"National Campaign for ChoicewNNot one more day without rights; Legal, safed &egal
abortion; Sexual education to not die, contravepi not abort, abortion free to not die." Phoapded during a
September 28th event in the city of Cordé¥a.

EN 2008 MATAMOS 384 MUIERES
EN 2009 VAMOS POR MAS

Educacion sex , scidir,
anticonc TIvoS P bortar,
aborto legal para no morir.

a4

o -

LAU HMyO, "28 de setiembre Dia de Lucha por la dasgizacion del aborto en A.Latina y el Caribe,"
Indymedia Argentina, uploaded September 28th, 2b6fi9;//argentina.indymedia.org/news/2009/09/695442.
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Members of the feminist group La Casa del Encuentro (The Encounter/Caoroeskuse) at September
28th, 2009 rally in downtown Buenos Aires. The bottom headline on the banner statesistiemi
Popular" ("Popular Feminism"). The organization's website explains ilhldorb their goal as,
"Popular feminism among all women with all of society. For a Social di&tand Politics against all
types of violence, abuse, and discrimination towards women and children." Thteweabsa section that
lists women "disappeared" by the growing sex trade in Argeritia.

Zula, "jABORTO LEGAL, SEGURO Y GRATUITO YAL" Indymdia Argentina, uploaded September 29,
2009, http://argentina.indymedia.org/news/2009/98824.php; La Casa del Encuentro website, accddaeth
13, 2011, http://www.lacasadelencuentro.com.argoiattml.
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" Nicolas Solo, "Marchas en el dia de las mujeresiymedia Argentinauploaded March 8, 2010,
http://argentina.indymedia.org/news/2010/03/722494.
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Women from the feminist organization La Casa del Encuentro holding on tor bhaneeads, "231
Femicides; Women Murdered by Sexist violence in 2009; Civil Associatidbalsa del Encuentro”
during March 8th, 2010 rally in Buenos Aires.

Zula, "Ciudad de Bs As: 8 de Marzo, dia de luchadymedia Argentinauploaded March 8, 2010,
http://argentina.indymedia.org/news/2010/03/722a143.
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Opening march for the Rosario Encuentro of 200Bove, two members of Madres holdin the bannerdovige
members of CCC acting as march marshXls

* Lady Push, "Marcha del XVIII Encuentro de Mujerdsdymedia Argentinauploaded August 17, 2003,
http://www.argentina.indymedia.org/news/2003/08/129.php.
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Above, a group of indigenous women at the RosanicuEntro of 2003. The young child is holding orthe
Aymara flag. Below 0 Chodgé."

Aindy, "Fotos del cierre de las jornadas de la mujadymedia Argentinauploaded August 22, 2003,
http://www.argentina.indymedia.org/news/2003/08/12B php.
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Images ofpiqueterasleading the March 8th, International Women's D204 rally in downtown Buenos Aires.
Above, members of MIJD wearing their organizatigudl-over vests and carrying the Rosario Encuebamoner.
Below, piqueteraof PO seen in the front directing the march. kdognner reads, "Free Contraceptives to not abort,
Legal and Free abortion to not die." Behind, tHrgé standing banner says, "National Piqueterol43165<§

Ojo Obrero, "Saludo de MujeresAtgentina Indymediauploaded March 9, 2004,
http://argentina.indymedia.org/news/2004/03/180913.
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29 Ojo Obrero, "Saludo de Mujeresitgentina Indymediauploaded March 9, 2004,

http://argentina.indymedia.org/news/2004/03/180913.
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Celia Martinez wearing her blue Brukman work smeulirse on one shoulder and plastic bag in anostanding
next to a woman holding a sign that reads, "Gehihites Us; Class Divides Us." Picture taken duangarch 8th,
2004 rally. Below, MIJD members at same réﬁ(ﬁl.

+

Ojo Obrero, "Saludo de MujeresAtgentina Indymediauploaded March 9, 2004,
http://argentina.indymedia.org/news/2004/03/180913.
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Above, a woman showing a newspaper that featudufuy Encuentro on the front page. Below, imaige
opening rally of the Encuentro. Featured in frigrthe colorful Aymara flaéf31

261Gisela/sub.coop, "Encuentro de la Mujer--Jujugdymedia Argentinajploaded October 16, 2006,

http://argentina.indymedia.org/news/2006/10/453344.
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Above,barrialerasof the Tupac Amaru Neighborhood Organization maglat the closing rally of the 2006
Encuentro. Below, protest at the jail where Romvirgg being incarcerated during the Encuefitfo.

262Gisela/sub.coop, "Encuentro de la Mujer--Jujugdymedia Argentinauploaded October 16, 2006,

http://argentina.indymedia.org/news/2006/10/453344.
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Above, participants during the opening rally of ##6 Encuentro. Sign reads, "Chruch out of tagestor a
Dignified Sexual Education." The question of "dtghis taken from the slogan by the unemployed sment
calling fortrabajo digno263 Below, counter protestors in front of San Salva@athedraf®*

263Gisela/sub.coop, "Encuentro de la Mujer--Jujugdymedia Argentinauploaded October 19, 2006,

http://argentina.indymedia.org/news/2006/10/453314.
%4 prensa de Convergencia Socialista, "Mas reaccmsiaindymedia Argentinauploaded October 16, 2006,
http://argentina.indymedia.org/news/2006/10/4523fip.
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Above, Mirta Tejerina with three members of Maddesing a February 23, 2009 in San Salvador, Jujatesting
Romina's sixth year of incarceratidtr. Below, member of Madres at March 8th, 2011 rathiParque Centenario in
Buenos Aires, Argentina. She is standing nexintdBIMAR (sex workers) union banner and picturesvoimen
"disappeared” (kidnapped) in recent years duedartreasing sex trade®

%5 Nicolas Solo, "Acto a 6 afios de Romina encarcéldddymedia Argentinauploaded February 23, 2009,

http://argentina.indymedia.org/news/2009/02/655360.
20 7ula, "Parque Centernario--8 de Marzimtlymedia Argentinauploaded March 9, 2011,
http://argentina.indymedia.org/news/2011/03/77434p6.
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