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Somerville,
Medford
ratings rise
by

Lizz Grainger

Contributing Writer

“Occupation” beginning tonight at 6
p.m. in Dewey Square near South Station,
the financial center of the city, will last as
long as it takes for policymakers to listen,
according to junior Ben Ross, who attended a planning meeting.
Members of the movement, including
Cliggott-Perlt and Ross, plan to camp out
in Dewey Square.
“We will maintain a permanent physical presence in a public place until people
are satisfied with changes that are made,”
Ross said. “During the day there will be
a variety of rallies, protests and marches
… but the main backbone is the physical
presence in Dewey Square.”
The movement has no hierarchical

Standard & Poor’s (S&P) downgraded
the United States’ long-term credit rating from AAA to AA+ last month, while
Somerville and Medford experienced
increases in their credit ratings earlier
in the year.
S&P upgraded Somerville’s rating
from AA to AA+ in March, Somerville
Mayor Joseph Curtatone told the Daily.
Medford’s rating was also upgraded
earlier this year from A to A+, according
to Medford Mayor Michael McGlynn.
S&P independently assigns credit
ratings to markets, institutions and governments based on their own research.
The United States’ current rating, AA+,
indicates “a very strong capacity to
meet financial commitments,” while its
previous rating, AAA, shows “extremely strong capacity,” according to S&P
requirements.
Before this summer, the U.S. credit
rating had remained AAA for the past 70
years.
The downgrade raised concerns for
investors looking to purchase bonds,
as the lower rating renders the nation
less creditworthy and financially stable
in their eyes. Investors’ beliefs regarding the federal government’s ability to
pay off its debt in the future will have a
direct impact on the financial markets,
Department of Economics Chair Enrico
Spolaore said.
Somerville and Medford’s ratings
place them in better financial positions
than ever before, hopefully attracting
additional investment, Curtatone and
McGlynn said.
McGlynn described Medford’s A+ rating as a “strong rating for us.”
At the end of the 2010 fiscal year,

see OCCUPY, page 2

see S&P, page 2
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The Occupy Wall Street movement, through which people are expressing discontent with social and financial inequality, has
spread to Boston.

Occupy Boston gathers crowd, pushes
for grassroots social change
by

Amelie Hecht

Daily Editorial Board

Four hundred people converged on
the Boston Common Wednesday night to
express their discontent about American
society’s financial and social inequalities,
among other issues.
Occupy Boston is part of the larger
Occupy movement sweeping the nation,
comprised of U.S. residents frustrated
with the current social and political climate.
Occupy Wall Street, the movement’s
first protests, began Sept. 17 when several
thousand came together on Wall Street to
protest financial corruption.
“There is a lot of anger in our generation because we have seen the revolutions

of the past fail and we are upset with the
status quo and we are really lost,” junior
Ben Ross, a member of the movement,
said. “I do feel like I have the potential
here for my voice to be heard for the first
time ever in my life.”
The Occupy Boston movement is still
in its early planning stages, according
to junior Emil Cliggott-Perlt, who heard
about the movement on Twitter.
A group of 200 people met to form a
general assembly on Tuesday night to discuss staging an actual “occupation” of the
city.
A follow-up planning meeting took
place Wednesday evening in the Boston
Common, at which time the group voted
by group consensus to begin occupation
tonight.

Two sororities host first fall recruitment in years
by

Kathryn Olson

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts sororities Alpha Phi and Alpha
Omicron Pi (AOII) are hosting fall recruitment this semester for the first time in
several years, according to AOII President
Jamie Thompson.
Alpha Phi and AOII hold spring recruitment every January, but also offered fall
recruitment to non-freshman students this
year due to increased interest, Thompson,
a senior, noted.
“This is the first year in many years that
sororities have been allowed to do fall
recruitment,” Thompson said.
Tufts’ third sorority, Chi Omega, which
currently has a total of 104 sisters, did not
participate in fall recruitment this year
due to membership limits, according to
Chi Omega President Audrey Wilson.
“We are far over total, so we actually
don’t have the capacity to have a fall rush,”
Wilson, a junior, said.
AOII offered eight bids on Sunday,
according to AOII Recruitment Chair
Suzannah Golick, a senior. Alpha Phi has
not yet begun the fall recruitment process,

according to President Stefani Rubenfeld,
but the sorority will host recruitment in
the coming weeks.
“We do have the opportunity to recruit
this semester but have not yet done so,”
Rubenfeld, a senior, said in an email.
“We do plan on participating in the next
few weeks.”
In the past, the limit for individual sorority membership was approximately 60 students, according to Director of Fraternity
and Sorority Affairs Susanna McGlone.
The Tufts Panhellenic Council decided to
raise the limit on each sorority’s membership from 60 to 88 students earlier this
month in response to increased student
interest, according to McGlone.
This increase allowed sororities to
host informal fall recruitment in addition to formal recruitment this January,
McGlone said.
The fall recruitment process is less formal than spring recruitment because the
Panhellenic Council does not oversee fall
recruitment events, she noted.
“Informal recruitment is an opportunity
see SORORITIES, page 2
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Alpha Omicron Pi, which drove out its bids to new sisters last week, is one of two Tufts sororities to host fall rush this semester.
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Council considers adding a fourth sorority
SORORITIES

continued from page 1

to do events that each organization manages on its own without having a governing body to manage it,” she said.
Sorority membership has grown significantly in recent years because of the
Panhellenic Council’s efforts to reach
out to a larger group of female students, according to Panhellenic Council
President Gianna Wilkie, a senior.
Three years ago, the average number
of students who participated in sorority
rush was between 70 and 80 students; this
academic year, the Panhellenic Council is
expecting up to 200 students, Wilke, a
senior, said.
Thompson added that all three chapters have been at capacity for the past
few years as a result of increased student
interest in sorority life.
“There is definitely an increased interest which can be seen in the huge number of girls going to formal recruitment in
the spring,” she said.
Sororities felt comfortable raising their
membership due to the hire of McGlone
as Director of Fraternity and Sorority

Affairs this year, Wilkie said. In the past
few years, the Greek community has
lacked a stable director in the position,
she said.
Holding fall recruitment allows sororities to bring in members earlier in the
year, Thompson said.
“Sophomores interested in recruitment
have had to wait until formal recruitment,” she said. “It’s nice that they can
have that extra semester of involvement.”
McGlone noted that like spring recruitment, all fall recruitment events are alcohol-free.
“Any kind of recruitment happening is
a dry process,” she said.
The high level of rush participation has
led the Greek community to discuss the
possibility of adding a fourth sorority to
Tufts, according to McGlone.
The Panhellenic Council is currently
researching the possibility of having a
fourth sorority, but they have not made
an official decision on the topic, she said.
The process of conducting this research
may take a year or more, McGlone said.
The Greek community must evaluate its
available resources as well as the number

of students who have pledged sororities
in the past few years, she said.
If Tufts’ existing sororities approve
the addition of another sorority, the
Panhellenic Council will advertise to
sororities outside Tufts to determine their
interest in establishing a sorority on campus, Wilkie said.
An additional sorority would prevent
existing sororities from becoming too
large, according to Wilkie.
“Some of the new member classes are
pretty big, and that’s both a good thing
and a bad thing. It puts strain on everything from planning events to logistics,”
she said. “A new sorority would make
everyone’s life easier.”
Another sorority would also attract students who would not have meshed well
with the current sororities on campus,
Thompson said.
“With more options, you’re more likely
to make a better fit. Every year a pretty
sizable amount of people drop out of the
recruitment process,” she said. “Many
do not find what they want in the three
houses. A fourth could provide another
alternative.”

U.S. credit downgrade will not affect Somerville, Medford
S&P

continued from page 1

Somerville reported its total net assets
at $141.6 million, according to a public
document titled “Report on Examination
of Basic Financial Statements.”
“Somerville’s credit rating continues to
go up because of strong financial management and focus on economic development,” Curtatone said.
Investment in the city will ideally allow
the city to not raise local taxes, Curtatone
noted.
“Our AA+ rating has the leverage and
strong financial terms for our borrowing,
saving the taxpayers millions of dollars,”
Curtatone said.
The lowered overall U.S. credit rating
will not have an impact on the cities’ local
projects or borrowing abilities, Spolaore
noted.
“It’s not really something that is happening right now that is going to affect
Medford or Somerville,” Spolaore said.
“I’m more concerned with the officials
of Washington’s ability to work together
and compromise to get results to move
the country forward,” Curtatone said.
S&P was prompted to downgrade the

U.S. credit rating because of its “view on
the rising public debt burden” as well as
its “perception of greater policymaking
uncertainty,” according to an Aug. 5 S&P
statement.
The United States reported a net
deficit with its total liabilities exceeding total assets by $13.5 trillion, according to a report by the U.S. Government
Accountability Office.
The downgrade reflected S&P’s concern about the political situation in the
United States rather than its financial
status, according to Spolaore.
The U.S’s new rating will not necessarily affect the demand for bonds, he said.
“There will not be an immediate big
impact on the ability of the U.S. government to finance its debt,” Spolaore said.
“We have seen it right away that you
don’t see a big change in the demand
for treasury bonds as a consequence of
this.”
McGlynn is confident that the U.S.
credit rating will rebound with time.
MCT
“I’m sure others have reaffirmed the
country’s bond rating and I’m sure The U.S.’s Standard & Poor’s credit rating
they’ll be climbing right back up short- decreased over the summer, while Somerville
and Medford’s ratings were upgraded.
ly,” McGlynn said.

Occupy Boston movement expresses frustration
OCCUPY

continued from page 1

structure or single leader, Ross noted.
“Direct democracy is sloppy and messy
and hard, but at the end of the day it
works and it makes sure every single
person has a voice in the movement,” he
said. “It prevents it from being co-opted
by one agenda.”
While some people have raised concerns about the viability of a movement
without leadership, Ross cited this past
year’s movements in Egypt, Spain and
Tunisia as inspiring examples of successful movements organized horizontally
through social media.
“I am worried that it could fall apart,
but I am made cautiously optimistic by
the ways in which people who are living under autocratic regimes have used
these tools to maintain one voice and one
movement until their goals were met,”
Ross said.
The Occupy movement, which professes to represent the bottom 99 percent
of American society, is protesting against
the greed and corruption it sees present
in the top one percent of the country.
The movement, which has yet to define
a single message or list of demands, has
united its members through a common
desire to start a public discourse about
the issues present in American society,
according to junior Danny Foster, a member of the movement.
“At some point the I-Bankers and

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position of
The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

the Goldman Sachs people and the J.P.
Morgan people are going to come out
for their lunch break and have to start
responding to the people,” Foster said.
Individuals within the movement have
voiced grievances including income
inequality, corporate control in politics,
the elimination of social programs and
the lack of a safety net for the poor, Ross
noted.
“Our democracy has moved out of the
hands of the people and is now in the
hands of the corporations,” he said. “We
need to reconstitute our democracy in
the name of the people.”
The movement has received criticism
from some who say protesters need to
put forward a clear and unified message
in order to grow.
“I think the movement, honestly, is a
little unsettling because the protesters
as of yet haven’t really specified any clear
goals and to have a successful protest you
need clear, concrete goals,” Seth Rattan, a
skeptical junior, said.
“The rhetoric expresses a combination
of outrage and envy and I have never
seen envy inspire anyone to affect positive change,” he said.
Rattan questioned the group’s ability to
achieve its goals.
“I am not even certain they will be able
to settle on a message,” he said. “When
has anyone seen 99 percent of free society settle on anything?”
The movement may not achieve all of

its goals overnight, Foster noted.
“I think we can’t expect a complete
systemic overhaul through these types
of movements,” Ross said. “I think that
requires time and continued energy.”
Movement fatigue is of particular concern to some members of the effort, he
added.
Cliggott-Perlt acknowledged that while
the movement’s energy may fizzle out,
the actual occupation of the city was
only one manifestation of peoples’ frustrations. They will continue to air these
frustrations until a shift in society takes
place.
“Occupy Boston is not the end all be all
of this movement — it’s a physical manifestation, it’s a way to get attention, it’s a
way to draw people to it,” he said.
Tufts students like Foster and CliggottPerlt are hoping to get other Tufts students to join them in the Occupy Boston
effort. They are holding a meeting to
mobilize interested students tomorrow
evening on the library roof.
“We are organizing a Tufts chapter of
Occupy Boston only to provide a very
basic infrastructure of networking for
people who want to be involved with the
broader movement,” Ross said.
The Tufts chapter will help organize
transportation for interested students
and consider methods of helping students who want to camp out in Dewey
Square and still stay up-to-date on their
schoolwork, according to Ross.
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The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.
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Campus Comment
Tufts reacts to the end of the Boloco era

Boloco announced this month that it will likely shutter its location at 340
Boston Ave., drawing both ire and indifference from across the campus.
This isn’t the first time that the burrito restaurant has sounded the alarm,
but now it seems like they may be serious. Here’s what Tufts had to say.
“My sister went here, and she always
told me that Boloco was the best. I
was looking forward to coming here
and going. It’s really sad. Rest in pico
de gallo, Boloco.”
—Julia Stein, freshman
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“It doesn’t really affect me
because I never went there.
I thought the burritos were
small and overpriced, and I
could just go to Chipotle.”
—Michael Borys, junior

“It’s sad, I’ve been there twice. I’m
only a freshman. It was going to
be my go-to non-Chipotle burrito
place.”
—Lily Sieradzki, freshman

“I can make better Mexican
than them anyway.”
—Ian Grant, junior

“To be honest, I don’t really
like Boloco at all, so I’m kind
of indifferent.”
—Noah Jefferson, senior

“I think it’s another bluff, they’ve
been saying this for years that they’re
going to close. [If it closed] I would
be sad, but there are a lot of other
places around that will fill the void.”
—Lloyd Olson, senior

“It’s just so sad, I feel like there’s
nothing I can protest, but I wish I
could because it’s a tragedy. I went
more last year when I lived uphill,
but I feel very fondly about it.”
—Michael Fishman, junior

On the agenda this weekend

HONK!
What with all the wild and wacky characters Jumbos can find just wandering around campus, it’s easy to miss the rampant quirkiness to be found in Tufts’ own Somerville
backyard. Need a weirdness fix this weekend? The sixth annual HONK! Festival, a so-called “festival of activist street bands” tooting their horns in the name of working against
violence and oppression, will be in and around Davis Square on Saturday and in venues near Harvard Square on Sunday.
	Twenty-eight street bands from far and wide and representing a variety of musical genres will perform for free. Here are eight bands that shouldn’t be missed:
Emperor Norton’s Stationary Marching
Band
Saturday: 2:00 p.m. at Statue Park and
8:00 p.m. on Chester Street
From Somerville, this band “combines the
rich musical history of the circus and the
vagabond people of Europe with the raw
energy of free jazz and the irreverence
and fun of today’s vaudeville.”

Revolutionary Snake Ensemble
Friday 10:00 p.m. at Johnny D’s Uptown
Restaurant and Music Club
Kicking off the weekend, this improvisational brass band plays a mix of funk and
street beat music.

Second Line Social Aid & Pleasure
Society Brass Band
Saturday 1:00 p.m. at 7 Hills Park (behind
the Elm Street entrance to the Davis
Square T-stop) and 6:00 p.m. at the Davis
Square Plaza
The 15 members of this street band hail
from Somerville and play authentic New
Orleans style music. Their motto? “We
aim to please if the cause is true and the
time is right.”

What Cheer? Brigade
Saturday: 5:00 p.m. at Statue Park and
8:00 p.m. at 7 Hills Park
Sunday: 5:15 p.m. at the Eliot Triangle in
Harvard Square
Hailing from Providence, R.I., this
19-member mass-appeal brass band
plays an “aggressive mix of Bollywood,
The Balkans, New Orleans, Samba and
Hip-Hop.”

Titanium Sporkestra
Saturday: 3:00 p.m. on Winter Street,
7:00 p.m. at 7 Hills Park
Sunday: 3:45 p.m. at the Palmer Street
Alleyway in Harvard Square
This band, which spends more time in
the crowd than on the stage, plays a
wide range of styles from heavy metal
to Balkan-inspired tunes and boasts “an
unprecedented amount of sexuality.”

Virgina Bledsoe/Tufts Daily

A band performs at last year’s HONK! Festival.

Rude Mechanical Orchestra
Saturday: 2:00 p.m. at Hills Parks and 8:00
p.m. at VFW Dilboy Hall
This 30-piece amateur band from New York
City plays folk songs from around the world,
and has played at a variety of protests,
marches and for other causes supporting
social justice.

Brass Messengers
Saturday: 2:00 p.m. at VFW Dilboy Hall and
6:00 p.m. at Statue Park
Sunday: 4:40 p.m. at Winthrop Park in
Harvard Square
Hailing from Minneapolis, this band plays
“anything that fits in the twisted brass tubing … as long as it makes a joyful noise.”

Write to Us!

Leftist Marching Band
Saturday 1:00 p.m. at the Davis Square
Plaza and 4:00 p.m. on Chester Street
This New Hampshire band features a
wide array of performers, including dancers, jugglers and puppeteers.

—compiled by Victoria Rathsmill using
information from the HONK! Festival
website.

We want to hear from you! Send an Op-Ed of
800 to 1,200 words in length to
oped@tuftsdaily.com and/or a Letter to the
Editor at letters@tuftsdaily.com
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Superman works for a daily paper.
You could, too!

Send an email to editor@tuftsdaily.com
to learn how you can become part of Tufts’ top
source for campus news.
Writers, editors, photographers, graphic designers and
technology experts welcome.
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Wild Beasts rock the Paradise in concert on Tuesday
by

Andrew Garsetti

Contributing Writer

There was nothing particularly odd about Wild Beasts
frontman Hayden Thorpe coming onstage wearing a tiny red
beanie. It really didn’t look that
out of place. Nevertheless, nearly every concert has a guy in the
audience who feels compelled
to comment on any eccentricity
present in the performance.
“Nice hat,” that guy shouted
sarcastically from under a balcony at the rear of the Paradise
Rock Club in Boston.
Thorpe, unfazed — or too
naive to realize the facetiousness
behind the comment — quickly
and humbly said, “Thanks.”
It was at that moment — not
the hours spent listening to the
band’s albums at home, nor
later that night during the actual performance — that I truly
fell in love with this band from
Kendal, England.
I arrived at the venue on
Tuesday night right as the opener, the ambient pop collective
Bobby, began its set. The material was enough of a departure
from their headliner that it
didn’t seem like a copycat act,
yet close enough that they had
the audience ensnared for the
duration of their time.
At 9:52, Wild Beasts came
onstage
to
impassioned
applause, considering how
many people were there — the
place was only slightly over
half-capacity.
I honestly didn’t know what to
expect from the show. An uninitiated listener could very easily

dismiss Wild Beasts’ sound as
grandiloquent, but I held out
hope that the sensuality that
pervades each song would
translate well live. It did.
After a grateful (but rushed)
salutation, the room flooded
with the droning bass line of
“Lion’s Share,” the opening
track from the band’s brilliantly
paced and most recent album,
“Smother” (2011). Thorpe’s
vocals here — and for the rest
of the night — were spot-on.
His bass and vocal counterpart, Tom Fleming, sounded
equally breathtaking.
Maybe it’s the lack of reverb
in their music, but there’s a certain staleness, albeit minute,
to many of the vocal tracks on
the studio recordings of Wild
Beasts’ albums. On Tuesday,
that wasn’t the case at all. The
dual crooning between the
two singers remained powerful and resounding throughout
the night.
Chris Talbot’s remarkable
finesse on the drums, while
understated and largely unacknowledged throughout the
show, was worth notice. I consider Talbot to be one of today’s
most underrated drummers; his
arrangements aren’t exceptionally dense or virtuosic, but he
makes outstanding use of auxiliary percussion and tom drums.
Predictably, the songs that
got the crowd moving the
most came mostly from the
band’s sophomore effort, “Two
Dancers”(2009), the funkiest of
its three albums. “This is Our
Lot,” “Hooting and Howling”
and “All the King’s Men” were

Ross Schlaikjer/Tufts Daily

Wild Beasts performed at the Paradise Rock Club on Tuesday.
performed with expert precision and got the audience in a
dancing mood.
The concert’s one sour note
was Thorpe’s lack of enunciation on “The Fun Powder Plot,”
a song that owes its fun factor to
its lyrics. Luckily, the high point
of the night smoothed over that
disappointment; the set closer,
“End Come Too Soon,” was a
sonically simple and beautiful jam that featured a heavy

and sustained ambient bass.
That aside, it’s hard to pinpoint
any genuine highlights of the
show — there was an intense
and mutual appreciation shared
between band and audience
that made every song a satisfying exchange.
In an interview with British
online music source “The
Quietus,” Thorpe said, “It’s
about saying, are you going
to come in and listen or not?

Because if you’re not, we’re not
going to accommodate you, to
let you be part of and involved
in this intimacy.” Though the
line may come off as bombastic, it’s actually a warm sentiment directed at the band’s
existing fans. At the Paradise
last Tuesday, members of the
crowd were united by their love
for a band that has terrifically
matured with each album and
tour they’ve pumped out.

Theater Review

‘Hound of the Baskervilles’ brings classic novel to life
by Samantha

Ferello

Contributing Writer

Steven Canny and John
Nicholson’s theatrical adaptation
of the classic suspense novel, “The

The Hound of the Baskervilles
Written by Steven Canny and
John Nicholson
Directed by Thomas Dennah
At the Central Square Theater
through Oct. 2
Tickets $25 (subscribers) to $40

Elizabeth Stewart/Libberding Photography

Remo Airaldi plays Sherlock Holmes in ‘The Hound of the Baskervilles.’

Hound of the Baskervilles” (1902),
infuses the story with energy and
slapstick comedy to entertaining ends. By incorporating puns,
horseplay and cartoonish facial
expressions, this Central Square
Theater show morphs the familiar personalities and plot of Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle’s novel into a
two-hour caricature.
Director Thomas Derrah,
known for his work with the
American Repertory Theater,
keeps his reinterpretation of
“The Hound of the Baskervilles”
remarkably close to the original
plot. His triumph is impressive,
considering his play uses just
three actors — Remo Airaldi, Bill
Mootos and Trent Mills — to portray the novel’s 16 characters.
The play opens with a plea to
Sherlock Holmes (Airaldi) and his
trusty Dr. Watson (Mootos) for help
in securing the safety of Sir Henry
Baskerville (Mills). It appears
Baskerville is putting himself at risk
by moving into his ancestor’s man-

sion. Holmes sends Dr. Watson to
accompany the endangered heir,
and there, the mystery begins.
The danger hails from an old
family legend about Sir Henry’s
sinning ancestor, Sir Hugo
Baskerville, and the retribution
brought upon him by a great, fiery
hound. Before Sir Henry’s arrival,
his head of the mansion — and
closest relative — is killed under
mysterious circumstances, with
abnormally large paw prints found
near his corpse. The death signals a warning for all Baskervilles
— and gives Holmes a reason to
investigate. Upon his arrival, the
mystery begins to unravel with
fatal consequences.
The three actors develop a wonderful balance of personalities
throughout the course of the show.
No one role stole the spotlight,
and each was highlighted and
made memorable by the others.
They conveyed their roles as much
through movement and facial
expression as they did through
their characters’ dialogues and
certainly crafted a visually entertaining performance. Whether
Mootos’ face was convulsing in
glee or Airaldi was sashaying off
the stage, the actors always threw
in something unexpected to entertain the audience, and there was
never a dull moment.
The show’s success lies in its
willingness to break out of the
realm of typical literary spoofs.
Where a tamer adaptation
might have become trite and
predictable, everything from
the opening scene to the midplay breakdown of Canny and
Nicholson’s piece surprised and
delighted theatergoers.

The play takes the novel’s
humorous nuances, magnifies
them and makes them the driving
force of “Hound’s” entertainment.
For example, the character of Sir
Henry, the mansion heir caught
between love and impending danger, is a naive character getting
more naive by the minute. Mills
brings vivacity to the stage by playing his character as an easily excitable, love-struck schoolboy.
The play’s sole drawback lies
in its portrayal of the relationship
between Holmes and Watson.
While there were moments of
amusement, the owner-pet
dynamic Airaldi and Mootos
depict has been done again and
again. In this particular instance,
it operates as a more limiting
than dynamic force in the play.
Forced into the role of witless
sidekick, Watson becomes onedimensional in comparison with
his companions.
Half the fun of this play’s
experience is due to the theater’s patrons, who are almost
as fascinating at the play. The
audience last weekend included
a mix of local college students,
families and devoted Central
Square Theater attendees. This
informal audience created an
atmosphere that wholeheartedly encouraged laughing out
loud and even interacting with
the actors.
Overall, “The Hound of the
Baskervilles” succeeded in creating a fun and whimsical mood
for the audience. The play is
worth the time and ticket, offers
the perfect excuse to head into
Cambridge for the evening and
is truly not to be missed.
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Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

by

Tuesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Waiting to be king

Late Night at the Daily
Thursday’s Solution

Carter: “Do we have some blue electrical tape?”
Andrew: “Oh yeah. Let’s class this place up.”

Please recycle this Daily.

Wiley

Friday, September 30, 2011

The Tufts Daily

9

Sports

Lions fans in
unfamiliar
territory
INSIDE NFL

continued from page 10

defensive end Kyle Vanden Bosch has been
a wrecking force on the defensive side
of the ball, racking up three sacks so far.
Linebacker Justin Durant has anchored the
defense with 21 tackles, while defensive
tackle Ndamukong Suh has continued to
impress, wreaking havoc on opposing quarterbacks and running backs with two sacks
and nine tackles.
The Lions have also been dominant this
season in an often overlooked aspect of
football, special teams. Detroit’s kicker,
Jason Hanson, now in his 20th season with
the Lions, is a perfect eight-for-eight in field
goal attempts, including two field goals of
over 50 yards and a 32-yard game-winning
boot in overtime against the Vikings. Having
a quality kicker like Hanson has allowed the
Lions to take more risks offensively, knowing that they can rely on the veteran to consistently hit field goals from long distances.
It’s easy to see why Lions fans are excited, even though it’s still early in the season.
Detroit hasn’t supported a winning football team since the 2000-2001 season, and
fans haven’t been able to cheer on their
team in postseason play since 1999. But
if Stafford can stay healthy and the young
stars of the Lions can continue to play
smart, fundamental football, Detroit looks
poised to make a postseason appearance,
and has the potential to make some serious noise in the playoffs this January.

Have something you
want to sell?
Advertise with
the Tufts Daily!

Web ads and print ads
are available.
Email
business@tuftsdaily.com
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Wanted
$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and give
the gift of family through California
Cryobank’s donor program.
Convenient Cambridge location.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.com

Services
Two garage spaces for rent, $100
per month. Tenant at will. Call
(617)448-6233.

Sports

Housing
5 minutes to Tufts University. 5
Large rooms, 2 BR, Totally renovated. Lg Fully applianced kitchen,
gas stove, fridge, dishwasher, plenty
of cabinets. New Windows. New
Bathroom, New ceiling fans. Close
to bus lines, rt 93 rt 16. Plenty Offstreet parking. No smoking. No
Pets. No Laundry. (laundry mat nearby) Available Now $1300/Month Call:
(781) 395-9096 Winter/Winthrop St.

-
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classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Inside NFL

Detroit Lions roar to 3-0 season start
Finally healthy, Stafford becomes an elite quarterback
by

MCT

NFL due to the success of the New
England Patriots and Indianapolis
Colts, who have seemingly perfected it.
This new offensive game plan
has had many positive effects on
the way the Lions, and Stafford in
particular, have played. Having a
simpler playbook is advantageous
to an inexperienced quarterback
like Stafford, and the no-huddle
offense increases the pace of the
game, which certainly works in
favor of the young and athletic
Detroit offense. Most importantly,
the new offense has given Stafford
the chance to establish himself as
a leader on the team while gaining
confidence and experience.
In addition to the new offensive
strategy, Stafford has benefited
from throwing to one of the premier receivers in the league, Calvin
Johnson. At 6-foot-5, Johnson is
widely known for his pure athleticism and speed, and he has
ranked among the top receivers
in the league over the past few
years. On Sunday, Johnson hauled
in seven catches for 108 yards and
two touchdowns to lead Detroit to
a comeback victory.
Johnson has now caught two
touchdown passes in each of the
Lions’ first three games this season, becoming the first player to
do so in the history of the NFL. The
only two players beside Johnson
to have caught multiple touchdowns in three straight games at
any point in a season are future
Hall of Famer Randy Moss and
the position’s gold standard, Jerry
Rice. Doubters of Johnson’s receiving abilities need only to watch
his spectacular, diving, over-theshoulder 40-yard reception in
overtime of Sunday’s game, which
set the Lions up for a game winning 32-yard field goal.
The duo of Stafford and
Johnson, however, hasn’t been the
only key to Detroit’s success. The
Lions’ defense has allowed only
46 points through three games,
good for third in the league behind
only the Baltimore Ravens and the
Tennessee Titans. Former Titans

Now in his third season, Matthew Stafford is finally showing the talent that made him the first overall pick in
the 2009 Draft.

see INSIDE NFL, page 9

Zach McGowan

Contributing Writer

Only three teams in the NFL
have a perfect record intact
through three weeks. The defending Super Bowl champion Green
Bay Packers and the breakout
Buffalo Bills are two. The third,
and probably the most unexpected of the three, is the Detroit Lions.
Detroit has been abysmal in recent
years, winning only eight games
over the past three seasons, but
the Lions are definitely the NFL’s
biggest surprise story of 2011.
In their season opener against
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, the
Lions managed to pull out a
tight 27-20 victory on the road,
finally giving their deprived
fans something to cheer about.
Detroit made an even stronger
statement in week two, as quarterback Matthew Stafford threw
four touchdowns en route to a
48-3 massacre of the Kansas City
Chiefs. On Sunday, the Lions were
able to erase a 20-0 halftime deficit
against division rival Minnesota
to win in overtime, 26-23. This
win was monumental to Detroit
not only because it solidified the
Lions’ first 3-0 start since the
1980 season — eight years before
Stafford was born — but because
it marked their first victory at the
Metrodome since 1997.
One of the keys to the Lions’
success this season has been the
stellar play of Stafford, Detroit’s
third-year quarterback. Stafford is
among the top five in most major
quarterback statistics so far this
year, including passing yards,
touchdowns and completions. As
for his quarterback rating, Stafford
sits third in the league, trailing
only Pro Bowlers Aaron Rodgers
and Tom Brady.
How has Stafford resurrected
what has been to this point a disappointing and underachieving
career? The answer may lie within
head coach Jim Schwartz’s playbook. This offseason, Schwartz
simplified the Lions’ offensive
playbook and installed a nohuddle offense, which has been
rapidly spreading throughout the

Rangers may meet AL Cy Young favorite Verlander in ALCS
INSIDE AL

continued from page 12

an 8-0 record with a 0.65 ERA in his last
eight appearances dating back to August
20. Detroit was often feeble outside of
Verlander, but Fister has given the rotation
some needed punch.
With the strong arms at the top end of
the Tigers staff, the series may hinge on
the mercurial bats of the Bombers. They
lead the league in home runs but are only
7th in batting average. Only Robinson
Cano hit above .300 for the season, and
many of the team’s big bats — including
Alex Rodriguez, Mark Teixeira and Curtis
Granderson — are prone to the occasional
power outage.
Meanwhile, Detroit’s offense is no longer
the meek-looking side that struggled to put
up runs in the early months. Led by a trio of
big bats — Miguel Cabrera, Victor Martinez
and Jhonny Peralta (.299, 21, 86) — the
Tigers are third in the league in batting
and fourth in runs scored. While the Tigers
won’t be able to capitalize on the Yankees
lack of left-handed pitchers as well as some
teams can, they are still more than capable
of making waves with their bats.

If Verlander and Fister can win two of
their three starts in the Bronx, the Yankees
will need to take both games in Detroit to
win the series. If the Yankees can get the
game to the back end of their bullpen they
will be hard to beat, but their hitting and
pitching are too prone to the occasional
bad game, giving the Tigers the opening to
move on in five.
Tampa Bay Rays (91-71) vs. Texas Rangers
(96-66)
This series, a rematch of last year’s
ALDS, could very well hinge on whether the Rays are just content with being
here. Tampa Bay had to give up its entire
bullpen and one of its two best position players in the offseason. The other
missed 40 games. Yet with journeymen
Kyle Farnsworth and Casey Kotchman —
hitting .306 — leading the bullpen and
offense, respectively, the Rays snuck past
the imploding Red Sox to make it to the
Promised Land of the playoffs.
Unfortunately for Tampa Bay, even if
they come ready to play, this storybook
tale has likely reached it end. The Rangers
are the American League’s strongest all-

around team and will leave few holes for
the cheeky Rays to sneak through.
The Rangers may not be the best at
any specific aspect of the game, but they
do it all well. They have a veritable ace in
16-game winner C.J. Wilson and a consistent number two in Derek Holland. Both
are lefties, which will give headaches to
Kotchman, Matt Joyce and Johnny Damon,
three vital bats in the Rays’ lineup. They
also have one of the league’s most proven
closers, Neftali Feliz.
Offensively, Texas is just as strong.
Michael Young — all but written off
after being forced to become the team’s
designated hitter — is instead tearing
up the ball, hitting at a .338 clip with
106 RBI. Josh Hamilton remains one of
the league’s most consistent bats when
healthy, while Adrian Beltre proved that
last year in Boston was no fluke. Maybe
if the Sox still had him, they would be
playing in this series.
If the Rays hope to pull yet another
in a long line of upsets this season,
they will need to do it with their pitching staff. James Shields and Jeremy
Hellickson both boast sub-3.00 ERAs,

while David Price is still arguably the
ace of the staff. This rotation has led
the Rays to the American League’s second-best team ERA, and if Tampa Bay
chooses to go with a three-man rotation
it would likely fall second to Phillies as
the postseason’s best.
The Lone Star State has been good
to the Rangers: They have the secondmost home runs in baseball. If Texas can
ride off with two home wins to start the
series, it will be as good as done. Even if
Tampa can steal one, they would likely
need to finish Texas off at Tropicana
Field to avoid a dangerous Game 5. It all
feels like too tall of an order for the Rays,
whose Cinderella run should reach its
end in four games.
In the ALCS, the Verlander Effect will be
marginalized by the length of the series.
Even if the Tigers take care of business in
both of his starts, it’s doubtful that they
will be able to get much more. Expect generally low-scoring games, with the Rangers
putting together a few big innings to bury
the Tigers. Expect Texas to represent the
American League in the Fall Classic for a
second straight season.
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Jumbos look for first win of the season
by

Brian Shiltz

Contributing Writer

When the Tufts football team takes
the field Saturday at Bates, they hope
to pick up where they left off against
Hamilton.
“We came up short last week, and
that’s unacceptable,” senior defensive
lineman Ian Levinsky said. “But even
though we lost, we did a lot of the big
things right, especially in the second
half.”
One “big thing” the defense can
build on is its success at stopping the
run. Tufts held Hamilton to 103 rushing yards, 76 of which came in the
first half. The Jumbos also stopped
an attempted fourth down conversion and forced two crucial punts in
the fourth quarter, keeping the game
within reach until the final minute.
But in order to get a better result
against Bates, the Jumbos will need to
improve their pass defense. Hamilton
junior quarterback Jordan Eck completed 29 of his 33 pass attempts for
two touchdowns.
“Anytime a quarterback completes
almost 90 percent of his passes, either
he’s Tom Brady or we need to do a better job rushing the passer and putting

him on his back,” said senior defensive end Nick Croteau, who had four
tackles and the unit’s lone sack against
Hamilton.
Bates runs a triple-option offense,
something not used by many teams
in the NESCAC. Considering Bates
was able to gain four times as many
passing yards as rushing yards in its
season-opening loss to Amherst, the
Jumbos’ ability to stop the pass may be
the determining factor this Saturday.
Offensively, Tufts also had some
successes against Hamilton that it can
build on. The Jumbos debuted a more
balanced approach than last year’s
pass-heavy offense, with 34 rushes and
33 passes against the Continentals.
Though new head coach Jay Civetti
may change this ratio of run to pass
plays based on the circumstances, it
appears that the days of one run play
for every five passes are over.
The Jumbos’ ability to run the football should play an important role
Saturday against a Bobcats team that
gave up over 200 yards on the ground
in its season-opening loss. Sophomore
running back Ryan Pollock, who carried the ball 20 times for 70 yards
and a touchdown against Hamilton,
is again expected to receive the bulk

of Tufts’ carries. Senior quarterback
Johnny Lindquist, a prominent feature
of the ground game in his own right,
ran for 46 yards on 11 rushes in the
opener.
One important aspect shown by the
offense against Hamilton is that it has
the capacity to make plays — both on
the ground and through the air — and
get first downs. Lindquist was not flawless at quarterback, but it’s safe to say
that he did not jeopardize his starting
role with his performance. To be successful against Bates, the offense will
need to sustain drives by converting
more on third downs and come away
with points when they make it to the
opponent’s side of the field.
On Homecoming last year, Bates
came to Tufts and beat the Jumbos for
the first time since 1985.
“They beat us at our place last
year, so we want to return the favor,”
Croteau said “This will be a good test
for us.”
Saturday’s game against Bates will
not only be an important early test,
but an opportunity for the Jumbos to
prove to themselves and the rest of the
league that this relatively young team,
under the stewardship of a new head
coach, can compete in the NESCAC.

Virginia Bledsoe/Tufts Daily

Junior wide receiver Dylan Hass led the Jumbos with 82 receiving yards on four catches against Hamilton last week.

Phillies, Brewers favored to win Division Series
INSIDE NL

continued from page 12

will anchor the D-Backs staff heading
into October. The Brewers also have
an ace of their own, Zack Greinke, who
has proven himself with a perfect 11-0
record at home this season in addition
to a 3.13 ERA at Miller Park.
But in the end, this series will come
down to the ability of the respective
offenses to put runs on the board.
Even though Arizona outfielder Justin
Upton has shown he is an All-Starcaliber player, the team lacks other hitters who can score runs. The Brewers,
on the other hand, with Ryan Braun
— who has put up another MVP-like
season — Prince Fielder, Corey Hart
and Rickie Weeks, have the sluggers to

score plenty of runs in the series.
In addition to this potent offense,
Milwaukee has a solid back end of the
rotation with Shaun Marcum, Randy
Wolf and Yovani Gallardo. Arizona’s
rotation is filled with young pitchers
with substantial talent, but they have
never pitched in October and will have
a hard time stopping the Brewers’ top
hitters.
The Diamondbacks shocked the
world with their one and only World
Series win 10 years ago, but this year
the same magic is not in the air. It
appears that the Brewers are a dangerous team, ready to steamroll Arizona
in three games.
The NLCS between the Brewers and
Phillies will be a close series, but

pitching will again dominate as the
four Philadelphia starters may be too
much for the Brewers to handle. The
Phillies have been successful all year
in close games where they limit their
opponents’ scoring and provide just
enough offense to squeak out a win.
The Brewers’ staff is good, but to beat
the Phillies, Milwaukee will require
exceptional performances.
The Phillies are also seeking
redemption for last year’s NLCS loss to
the eventual champion San Francisco
Giants. By strengthening their pitching staff, the Phillies appear to be
the best team in the National League,
and in the end, they will return to the
World Series and attempt to win their
second championship in four years.

David McIntyre | The Beautiful Game

Let’s FIFA

F

rankly, a lot of strange things
happened in the soccer world this
week, from Barcelona complaining about their sweaty jerseys to
Carlos Tevez acting like a five-year-old
to Arsenal being the only English team
to win in the Champions League. But
amid all the chaos and Twilight Zone
moments, one thing happened this
week that should be cause for celebration among soccer fans everywhere:
the release of FIFA ’12.
For those who aren’t aware, the FIFA
series of video games made by EA
Sports is the preeminent soccer video
game in the world, selling over 100
million copies since its inception in
1993. And it doesn’t really have many
competitors, with Pro Evolution Soccer
— arguably its closest rival — behaving
a little bit like the 2011 Boston Red Sox:
It’s good enough to compete, but in the
end, it’s just not up to the challenge.
FIFA also happens to be my favorite
video game, because it’s always enjoyable to start another game no matter
how many times I’ve already played.
Just the idea of taking control of superstars that you’ve watched play in real
life and using their skills to play your
own way is incredibly addicting.
But here’s another interesting thing
that I’ve noticed about the game:
Watching a ton of soccer in real life
helps you become a better player. My
knowledge of soccer — stemming from
just watching a ton of it — makes it so
I can realize, while playing the game,
what a real player would do in the
same situation in real life. That’s how
realistic this game is: The key to success is to do things that are actually
successful in real matches.
… Not to say that FIFA ’12 is a perfect simulation of real soccer, because
it’s not, and no video game ever will
be. But in terms of sports video games,
it is as close as anybody has gotten to
mimicking the real thing. Especially
over the last two years, the improvements in refereeing, player movement
and defense have taken the game to
new heights.
That’s why I was so excited on
Tuesday when my roommate told me
he had ordered the game and was
going to pick it up that night. I raced
back from dinner ready to play, but my
roommate was gone and the game was
sitting on my fridge, unopened.
So I waited patiently, only to find that
when 8:00 rolled around, three people
(who shall remain nameless) decided
that they were too good for the South
Hall lounge and had to watch “Glee”
in my room, on my TV. Disregarding
the fact that it was my room and that
I think “Glee” is one of the worst, most
horrible television programs produced
in the last 30 years, they proceeded to
take over my room for an hour, holding
off my FIFA fix until 9:00.
Finally, finally, after I had kicked
them out, I got to play the game that
I have been waiting all fall to play.
And it really was all I had hoped for
and expected: The graphics are amazing, the players move exactly like real
people and there are new features that
make the game more challenging yet
more fun to play. I instantly realized
that the game was going to occupy
most of my time over the next few
weeks, which is not so great for my
homework load but awesome for my
level of happiness.
So the bottom line is this: Play FIFA.
Even if you’ve never played or watched
soccer before, or you’ve played FIFA a
lot but still don’t know what offsides
is — like a certain person I know — go
out, get the new version and start playing. I guarantee you won’t regret it.

David McIntyre is a sophomore who is
majoring in political science. He can be
reached at David.McIntyre@tufts.edu.
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Yes. That actually happened. Baseball fans around the globe are still catching their collective breath after a ridiculous end to the MLB season Wednesday night. In the American League,
the Red Sox blew a 3-2 lead in the ninth inning to the lowly Orioles (above), giving the Tampa Bay Rays a chance to overcome what was a nine-game deficit for the Wild Card on
September 3 and a 7-0 deficit last night against the Yankees to make it into the playoffs. In the National League, the Atlanta Braves completed another historic collapse by losing in
extra innings to the Phillies, while the St. Louis Cardinals won 8-0 to take the NL Wild Card. Phew.
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Rangers look to win second straight pennant

Pitching depth should lead Philly to World Series

Texas two-step
by

Ethan Sturm

Daily Editorial Board

In October baseball, it is all about
momentum. Its momentum that has
driven Wild Card teams — such as the
’02 Angels, ’04 Red Sox and ’07 Rockies
— to glory, and it was momentum that
catapulted the Giants from obscurity to a
World Series title in 2010.
This year, the four teams in the race
for the American League pennant have
more momentum than a bullet train.
The Detroit Tigers finished September an
astounding 20-6, breaking away from the
AL Central pack and even briefly challenging for the league’s best record. They were
one upped by the Texas Rangers, who won
14 of their last 16 to edge out the Tigers
for home field advantage in the
first round. The New York
Yankees sealed up the
league’s best record
early
a n d

will
h a v e
the freshest legs come
October.
But no one has
more momentum than
the Rays. The team no one
expected to be here rattled off
five straight wins — including a surge from seven runs
down in the season finale
— to grab the Wild Card.
The Rays are now playing with house money, a
scary thought for the
other contenders.
So who has the best
shot at making a run
to the World Series? Let’s find out:
Detroit Tigers (95-67) vs. New York
Yankees (97-65)
If there is one player in the American
League who can single-handedly determine how the next two weeks of base-

ball in the junior circuit will play out, it
is the Tigers’ ace Justin Verlander. While
the Phillies may be the postseason’s most
dangerous team, the American League’s
most deserving MVP candidate arguably
makes Detroit the scariest five-game series
matchup. Call it the Verlander Effect.
Verlander has put together one of the finest seasons of all-time. He became the first
24-game winner since 2002 while tallying a
2.40 ERA, even after a rocky season-ending
start against Baltimore. He struck out 250
while only walking
57, posting his lowest career walk
total in the season
in
which
he threw the most
innings.
He has also been
at
his
best when the team
needs
him most: in the 21
games
he pitched following
a loss,
he only dropped
three.
But there is
MCT
hope in the Bronx,
C.J. Wilson.
as few teams have
been as successful
against Verlander
this season as the
Bombers. In two
appearances against
New York, Verlander has
a 4.50 ERA and eight walks, his
highest total against any single opponent. He earned no decisions in both
appearances, making the Yankees one of
only two teams Verlander faced this season
that he did not record a win against.
The Tigers decided that Verlander will
pitch in Game 1 and in Game 5, if necessary, as opposed to pitching Game 4 on
three days’ rest. The Yankees will counter
with CC Sabathia in Game 1 but will pitch
him again in Game 4, utilizing the type of
three-man rotation that carried them to
victory in the 2009 World Series.
The Tigers will likely need to win Game
1 to have a shot in this series, but if
they do drop the opener it will be up to
Doug Fister to save them from disaster in
Game 2, when he will be matched up with
Ivan Nova. Fister, who was traded to the
Tigers at the deadline, is one of the hottest pitchers in baseball, putting together
see INSIDE AL, page 10

Get your Phil
by

Brad Reinfeld

Contributing Writer

October is upon us, and that can
only mean one thing — the MLB
playoffs have arrived. With both wild
card races decided on the last day of
the regular season, this year’s matchups should make the 2010 playoffs as
exciting as any in recent memory, as
four squads in the National League
look to take over the pennant from
the San Francisco Giants.

Philadelphia Phillies (102-60) vs. St.
Louis Cardinals (90-72)
This is a classic David vs. Goliath
series. The Philadelphia Phillies have
been the best team in baseball all
year while the St. Louis Cardinals
barely snuck into the playoffs with a win on
the last
d a y
of the
season,
after trailing the Atlanta
Braves by 10.5 games in late
August. The Cardinals, led
by the experience of manager Tony La Russa and first
baseman Albert Pujols, are
looking to build on their
late-season run and are certainly not afraid of the bright
playoff lights.
Unfortunately, they are running into the Phillies, who have a
starting rotation created for
October. The four-headed
monster — which consists of Roy Halladay,
Cliff Lee, Cole Hamels
and Roy Oswalt — has
been unstoppable all
year long, leading Philadelphia to the
best record in baseball.
Halladay has proven himself as one
of baseball’s best pitchers this season
with a 19-6 record and a 2.35 ERA,
while Lee is demonstrating why he
received a monster contract in the
offseason with a 17-8 record this sea-

son. Even though their offensive production has been down this season
with injuries to Chase Utley, Placido
Polanco, Raul Ibanez and Jimmy
Rollins, the mid-season acquisition
of Hunter Pence from the Astros has
made their lineup more dynamic.
Meanwhile, the Phillies’ enhanced
bullpen, with rookie Vance Worley,
veteran setup man Brad Lidge and
closer Ryan Madson, has succeeded all year in shortening games and
shutting opponents down in the late
innings.
Sadly, this may be La Russa and
Pujols’ last hurrah as members of the
Cards. They will not likely be winning
a World Series, and with both of their
contracts expiring at the end of
this season, it may be the end
of an era of St. Louis dominance in the NL Central. It
would not be surprising if
the Phillies won
in four, as the
Cardinals will
not likely be able
to score enough
runs against Philly’s
tough pitching staff.

Arizona Diamondbacks (9468) vs. Milwaukee Brewers
(96-66)
This series contains
probably the two most
surprising teams in
the playoffs in 2011,
as both were under
.500 last season.
But,
this
year, both
MCT
squads have
Prince
turned
it
Fielder.
around in a big
way.
For the Diamondbacks, starting
pitcher Ian Kennedy has emerged as a
Cy Young candidate, going 21-4 with a
2.88 ERA. Previously a flameout with
the Yankees, Kennedy has found top
form in the confines of the desert, and
see INSIDE NL, page 11

