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‘XCOM 2’ returns players to an alien-occupied Earth
with turn-based combat, excellent world-building
see ARTS AND LIVING / PAGE 5

SEE SPORTS / BACK PAGE

The Daily takes a look into the TCU budgeting process in
light of strife between Senate and campus organizations
see FEATURES / PAGE 4

With two games left, Tufts fights
for higher postseason seed
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Two-hundred students accept sorority bids after formal recruitment
by Melissa Kain
News Editor

Two hundred students accepted bids
following formal Panhellenic sorority
recruitment from Jan. 27 to Jan. 31. During
the formal recruitment period, students
attended Open Parties, a Philanthropy
Night and a Preference Night consecutively before Bid Day, where they received
a bid to one of the four Panhellenic sororities: Alpha Phi, Alpha Omicron Pi, Chi
Omega and Kappa Alpha Theta.
According to Panhellenic Council
President Shen Tang, 308 potential
new members (PNMs) registered for
formal recruitment this year. Tang, a
senior, said that this number was a
slight decrease from last year’s recruitment numbers and at the end of the
recruitment process, the four sororities
gave 209 total bids, 200 of which were
accepted. The 99 registered students
who did not end up receiving a bid

did not qualify based on Panhellenic
requirements, did not show up to events
during recruitment or dropped out of
the recruitment process at some point
before Bid Day on Jan. 31.
Formal recruitment is conducted based
on a Generally Assured Bid System, which
ensures that all students who attend every
recruitment event to which they are invited guaranteed a bid to at least one of the
Panhellenic sororities, according to the
Student Affairs handbook.
In previous years, recruitment numbers had been rising due to an increased
demand for Greek life, according to a
Sept. 5 Daily article. Although formal
recruitment numbers did not increase this
year, Tang said that female students who
accepted bids showed more enthusiasm
about joining sororities.
“I do think that for the people who
stayed through recruitment and accepted
see RECRUITMENT , page 2
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150 students attend Tufts Maker Network’s ‘Weekend of Making’
by Robert Katz

Assistant News Editor

COURTESY ANDY BRAREN

Participants of the Tufts Maker Network’s “Weekend of Making” on Jan. 30, 2016.

The Tufts Maker Network hosted its first
Weekend of Making, which involved a series
of do-it-yourself (DIY) workshops, on Jan. 30
and 31. According to the Maker Network website, the two-day program, which emphasized
student-driven crafting as a learning mechanism, was held at the Maker Studio on 574
Boston Ave. on the 30th and the Crafts Center
in Lewis Hall on the 31st.
19 workshops were held throughout the
program, including lessons in pottery throwing, t-shirt making and LEGO robotics, among
other things, according to the event schedule
on the Maker Network website. According to
Andy Braren, president of Tufts MAKE, over
150 students attended workshops throughout
the course of the weekend.

While Braren, a graduate student, noted
that the organizers were not prepared for
the “huge influx of people” on the first day, he
was excited by the interest the student body
demonstrated in this event.
“It was probably 60 kids or something in
the Maker Studio, which was not really created
for that capacity,” Braren said. “[The people]
sort of overflowed into the hallways and we
had to make some quick decisions. That was
kind of a workout, but we got through it. [It
was a] good challenge to have, having more
people than anticipated.”
While most of the workshops were student-led, Professor Chris Rogers, chair of
mechanical engineering, hosted a workshop
on “the Internet of Things” and Somerville
community member Alessandrini Costa held
see MAKER NETWORK, page 2

TCU Senate gives updates on student projects, processes funding requests
by Vibhav Prakasam
Assistant News Editor

The Tufts Community Union (TCU)
Senate discussed project updates and supplementary funding requests from multiple student groups at its meeting this Sunday evening.
TCU Senate President Brian Tesser began
the proceedings by discussing a meeting
last Friday where students spoke to university trustees about student issues that might
otherwise be off the trustees’ radars, such as
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finding off-campus housing.
Next, TCU Senate Parliamentarian Sam
Berzok, a junior, talked about a parliamentary
workshop that will be held later this week
to serve as a review of parliamentary procedure and resolution writing for TCU senators, although no date has been set. He said
that discussions regarding Senate bylaws will
be opened next week.
Diversity & Community Affairs (DCA)
Officer Anna Del Castillo, a sophomore, then
took the floor to announce that Chief Diversity
Officer Mark Brimhall-Vargas will be in the
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Coolidge Room for an informal interview session open to students from 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. on
Friday. She said Brimhall-Vargas is looking for
student feedback on a diversity website that
will be launched by the university.
Following that, TCU Treasurer Shai Slotky,
a junior, made a movement to transfer $50,000
from the Senate’s surplus fund to the supplementary fund, noting that there was only
about $10,000 left in the supplementary fund,
a figure down from $30,000 the previous week.
The transfer of the $50,000 equates to a total
expenditure of $70,000, which is roughly the
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amount spent last year, Slotky said.
A total of five supplementary funding
requests then went to the floor for approval. The first was a request from Students
for Justice in Palestine (SJP), who requested $3,200 to fund three events. The Allocation
Board (ALBO) recommendation matched this
request, which was passed with a vote of
25-0-1.
The next funding request was from Tufts
Essence, which was invited to perform at
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TODAY

“Islamophobia and Muslim Participation
in American Politics: Empirical Evidence”
Details: Dr. Karam Dana, assistant professor of Middle East and Islamic Studies at
University of Washington, Bothell will present a lecture based on his public opinion
research on Muslim Americans.
When and Where: 5:45 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.,
Room 205, Cabot Intercultural Center
Sponsor: Fares Center for Eastern
Mediterranean Studies

tuftsdaily.com

VISITING the
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hill THIS WEEK

WEDNESDAY

“Beyond Binaries: Identity & Sexuality
workshop with Robyn Ochs”
Details: Award-winning activist Robyn
Ochs will host an interactive workshop
exploring labels, identity and the landscapes of gender sexuality.
When and Where: 7:00 p.m., Alumnae Lounge
Sponsor: LGBT Center
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THURSDAY

“2016 Africana Studies Distinguished
Lecture”
Details: Craig Steven Wilder, author of
Ebony and Ivy: Race, Slavery and the
Troubled History of America’s Universities
will discuss his 2013 book. There will be
a student-led discussion following the
lecture at the Center for the Study of Race
and Democracy.
When and Where: 5:00 p.m. — 6:30 p.m.,
Breed Memorial Hall
Sponsors: The Africana Center and the
Center for the Study of Race and Democracy

Panhellenic Council revises recruitment to ease process
RECRUITMENT

continued from page 1
a bid, I felt like they were more interested
in becoming a part of a sorority rather
than just ‘trying it out,’” Tang said.
Tang said that a few changes in the
process of recruitment this year helped
the process run more smoothly. She
said that Open Parties, which allow students to visit and learn more about each
Panhellenic sorority, were held on both
Jan. 27 and Jan. 28 rather than just on one
night, as was the case in previous years.
“I think that worked really well for the
PNMs because if they missed a party they
could always make it up for the second
night,” Tang said.
Tang said one of the changes made to
recruitment was an increased number
of Rho Gammas, who serve as recruitment counselors for PNMs as they go
through the process.
“We had forty [Rho Gammas] this
year…I think that also helped, because

each group would have only fourteen girls
to begin with…instead of over twenty,”
Tang said.
Claudia Mihm, who serves as the
Director of Programming for the
Panhellenic Council, echoed Tang’s sentiments, explaining that the Rho Gammas
were crucial in making recruitment run
smoothly and that they handled things
“beautifully.”
“[The Rho Gammas] were…very on top
of the logistics, but they also understood
it was a very stressful…process that didn’t
necessary reflect what a typical experience in Greek Life is,” Mihm, a sophomore, said. “So they did a really good job
in making sure people understood that
while recruitment is a very important part
of joining Greek life, it’s not all of it and
they made sure that people gave it another
chance and stuck through it as much as
they were willing. But they also understood that it wasn’t for everybody.”
According to Tang, PNMs were encour-

aged to trust their instincts throughout
the recruitment process. Women who are
uncertain about what choices to make
are able to speak with members of the
Panhellenic Council to sort through their
feelings, and these conversations shed
light on how women were feeling about
the process, Tang said.
“We did see a lot of girls who expressed
conflict because their friends were all
going to one sorority but they actually
liked or were really amazed by another
one,” she said. “We saw a lot more people
going with what they really enjoyed more.”
Tang said that this year she was delighted to see many women participating in
the recruitment process with an open
mind and a willingness to trust the process when choosing a sorority that is right
for them.
“The process only starts during recruitment,” Tang said. “It doesn’t end on Bid
Day at all, it’s just a beginning to learn
about your sisterhood.”

Attendance underestimated for first ever Tufts Maker
Network event
MAKER NETWORK

continued from page 1
a session on machine knitting, Braren said.
The Weekend of Making was the first event
held by the Maker Network, a new collective of five student groups — Tufts Human
Factors and Ergonomics Society, Crafts Center
and Crafts House, Tufts Robotics Club, Tufts
Entrepreneurs Society and Tufts MAKE,
according to the Maker Network website.
According to Braren, the Maker Network
promotes an educational philosophy of
“learning by making.”
“That shared philosophy is the common
thread between our groups,” Braren said, “and
we see it as an effective alternative to traditional book-learning that we do in classes.”
Braren saw the event as a kickoff to the collective’s activities over the rest of the semester.
“We plan on doing more workshops on

pretty much all the things we did at the weekend,” Braren said. “This is a collaboration
among all of us to say this stuff is here at Tufts
and we’ll continue to do more in the future,
but it’s time that Tufts students realize that
they can learn by making stuff. You can learn
by doing things extracurricularly.”
The event, which Rogers said was partially
funded by the Department of Mechanical
Engineering, also drew attention to the makers spaces Tufts offers, particularly the Maker
Studio , which opened this semester, and the
Crafts Center, according to Braren.
Braren also noted that expanding past
internal Tufts leadership to include Costa was
also a step toward involving the DIY community beyond campus.
“There are definitely makers in Somerville
and Medford,” he said. “And this is an avenue
for them to connect with Tufts students.”

Helen Sibila, co-manager of the Crafts
Center, echoed this sentiment and noted the
growth of the “maker” scene in Somerville,
as evidenced by art spaces such as Artisan’s
Asylum, which is a “non-profit community
fabrication center,” according to its website.
“There’s a very thin wall between us and
them [adult art spaces],” Sibila, a sophomore, said. “We’re seeing a pretty big focus on
them in the Somerville community. There’s a
lot of spaces for adult makers in the area, so it’s
cool that they’re coming over and sharing that
knowledge with us.”
According to Rogers, the results of the
event were overwhelmingly positive.
“Everyone was totally psyched,” Rogers
said. “I was totally psyched to see the number
of students, the diversity of students — they
weren’t just engineers — and the fact that it
was student-driven.”

Fletcher School hosts third-annual Innovation Week
by Joe Walsh

Assistant News Editor

The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy
hosted various panels and workshops as part
of its third annual Innovation Week, which ran
from Jan. 29 through Feb. 4.
Innovation Week was themed “Think Local,
Act Local,” with an emphasis on the importance of local stakeholders in technological,
entrepreneurial and governmental innovation, according to Innovate Tufts Co-Chair and
Fletcher student Nadim Choucair.
The event kicked off on Jan. 29 with a
Design Thinking Workshop. Choucair said
that attendees discussed the challenges associated with building communities among current students, prospective students and alumni based on common interests. To this end,
they worked with Frog Design, an international design firm, and the Tufts Social Impact

Network, which connects Tufts alumni with a
common interest in social change, Choucair
said.
His fellow Innovate Tufts Co-chair and
Fletcher student John Clemow said he was
pleased with the discussions that were held
during the workshop, and noted that conversations focused on looking for a common
framework rather than finding concrete solutions. He added that while most workshop
participants were associated with the Fletcher
School, there were also many Tufts undergraduates present.
Between Feb. 1 and Feb. 3, five different
panels were held, according to the Innovate
Tufts website. Choucair and Clemow said
that each of the panels covered innovation
in a particular field, and that the presentations were geared toward the particular interests of student and faculty organizers.

The first two panels, held on Feb. 1, covered
human rights and education, and were organized by Fletcher students Anna Ackerman
and Amelia Rasmussen, respectively.
According to Ackerman, the education
panel included Professor of Mechanical
Engineering Chris Rogers, Lindsey Horowitz
from Chelsea Public Schools and Education
Consultant Jessica Turco.
“We kept the focus on education broad, so
as to engage in a more philosophical discussion regarding the changing dynamic of how
we are learning and for what purpose are we
learning and teaching,” Ackerman told the
Daily in an email.
On Feb. 2, Rockford Weitz, an Entrepreneur
Coach at the Fletcher School, moderated a
panel about advancements in financial technology (FinTech) entrepreneurship, which he
and the panelists noted is a quickly growing
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TCU Senate members discuss logistics of Tufts acquisition of SMFA
SENATE

continued from page 1
Boston College for a Black History Month celebration. The group requested funding totaling
$37.80 for MBTA passes for its nine members,
which ALBO approved. This request passed in
a vote of 25-0-1.
The Society of Women Engineers (SWE)
then requested $500 in funding for 12 of
its members to attend a conference at the
United States Military Academy at West Point.
Because SWE held a big event last semester, ALBO cut the request down to fund the
expenses for just six members and readjusted
the hotel fees, bringing the funding recommendation down to $460. The ALBO recommendation amount passed 26-0-0.
Next, the African Student Organization
(ASO) requested money for 10 of its members to attend a business conference and
for an additional five members to attend a
banquet and afterparty for the conference.
ALBO ultimately decided to cut the request

entirely because ASO had $1,200 remaining
from a previous event that they were not able
to attend, an amount that could cover the
members’ conference fees, and TCU funding
does not usually cover the $1,100 required to
fund the banquet and afterparty. This decision
passed in a vote of 26-0-0.
The final request was from the Concert
Board, which requested additional funding
to secure acts for Spring Fling. Although the
initial request for funding was $45,000, ALBO
cut this amount to $30,000. In past years,
the Concert Board has come short of using
its entire budget, which is why ALBO’s recommended funding was cut. Last year, $30,000
was also granted to the Concert Board in supplementary funding. The $30,000 proposal
passed with a vote of 25-0-2.
After this, TCU Senate Vice President Gauri
Seth, a junior, asked members of Senate to
share updates on projects they are working
on for the Tufts community. Some of these
projects include updating the iJumbo app,

adding new language minors, creating a new
system to email “Two-Minute Thursday”
Senate update videos to the student body,
discussing progress on #TheThreePercent
movement, securing subsidized printing,
improving the campus shuttle through developments such as in-shuttle wi-fi service, continuing improvements in Late Night Dining
and continuing efforts to promote the creation of Indigenous People’s Day.
Tesser, a senior, then spoke about his work
in student housing. He said his four main
goals include developing a comprehensive
first-year housing survey that focuses on
matching students based on living habits
rather than individual’s interests, creating a
sophomore survey for those seeking roommates, working with the Office of Residential
Life and Learning (ResLife) to discuss off-campus housing options and revising mixed-year
residential halls.
Trustee Representative Sylvia Ofoma, a
junior, then took the floor to discuss the logis-
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tics of Tufts’ acquisition of the School of the
Museum of Fine Arts (SMFA), attempts to
increase financial aid for students and an
increase in student participation in the university conversation surrounding housing.
There was then a short open discussion
regarding the acquisition of the SMFA, where
Senate members noted that they have little
information about the logistics of the transition. For example, one TCU senator said that
it is unknown how funding for SMFA student
programs will work in conjunction with the
current TCU funding process.
The meeting concluded with remarks
from a TCU Judiciary representative, who
explained that internal elections for open
positions will be held on Monday. The representative continued to explain that multiple projects within the TCU Judiciary have
been solidified, such as efforts to change and
strengthen bylaws, which sometimes lack
specificity.

Innovation Week showcases various approaches to community-based innovation
INNOVATION

continued from page 1
and important field. According to an article
in Forbes, FinTech startup investments grew
from $3 billion to $12 billion between 2013
and 2014.
“Because the cost of financial services is
going down, there’s a huge opportunity to
develop products that everyone has access
to,” Panelist Jean Donnelly said.
The panel on Feb. 3, “BlueTech Innovation
in MA and Beyond,” focused on technological innovation in maritime trade, according
to the Innovate Tufts website. Massachusetts
Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito served
on the panel, alongside several other panelists
from government positions, the private sector
and the Fletcher School’s Institute for Global

Maritime Studies.
According to Matt Merighi, Fletcher student and panelist, the panelists covered
maritime and trade innovation both in
Massachusetts and worldwide.
“The heavy Massachusetts focus was part
of Innovation Week’s ‘Think Local, Act Local’
mantra,” Merighi told the Daily in an email.
Polito gave opening remarks near the
beginning of the panel, but requested to stay
for longer than originally planned so that she
could hear both of the student panelists speak
after her, according to Choucair. He said he
believes that this action demonstrated Polito’s
interest in hearing student perspectives.
“[By staying] she was saying, ‘we are committed to advancing BlueTech innovations,’”
Choucair said.
The final event of the week was a Cross-
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School Demo Night on Feb. 4, during which
four aspiring startups from within the Tufts
community pitched their ideas. The participants included Mimir Insights, an online
platform that helps medical suppliers better
identify sales leads, and Uliza, a phone-based
system that allows people to access information without internet access, according
to Choucair and Clemow. The demo night
included three startups from the Fletcher
School and one from AS&E.
Choucair and Clemow said that they
were impressed by the entrepreneurial spirit of Tufts students, which Choucair said
was reflected in a similar Demo Night held
last fall attracted Fletcher School students,
undergraduates from the School of Arts and
Sciences and Engineering (AS&E) and people
who were not affiliated with Tufts.

Choucair and Clemow added that the participants were at various stages in their development, and the purpose extended beyond
networking or developing pitches for the particular startups in attendance.
“Rather than tangible pitching, a lot of [the
goal] was to…sort of facilitate an ecosystem of
entrepreneurship and innovation at Fletcher,”
Clemow said.
Choucair agreed, noting that the ultimate goal of the Demo Night was to foster an
on-campus environment conducive to innovation.
“There are endless studies about how to
build and maintain an entrepreneurial ecosystem on campus,” Choucair said. “[Fostering
innovation] is one of the basics of any healthy
campus ecosystem, and I think we should do
even more of [it].”

Student
Organization
Awards
April 21, 2016
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TCU Allocations Board begins budgeting
process for student organizations
by Emily Cheng

Assistant Features Editor

As the spring semester kicks into gear,
so begins the process of creating next
year’s activities budget, a task handled
by the Allocations Board (ALBO) of Tufts
Community Union (TCU) Senate, which
includes nine members.
Each year, ALBO distributes the proceeds from the Student Activities fee
— $328 per student for the 2015-16 academic year —to the 180 student organizations recognized by the TCU Judiciary.
For Fiscal Year 2015, the budget was
$1,729,456.30.
The two main functions of ALBO are
budgeting and supplementary funding,
TCU Treasurer and ALBO Chair Shai
Slotky explained. According to TCU
Treasury’s Procedures Manual (TPM),
organizations submit their budgets for
the following year each spring. Budget
signatories meet with ALBO twice during
this process: first to discuss the preliminary budgets, and the other to talk about
revisions, Slotky said.
“Every group has two [signatories]
and not one because we don’t let signatories sign off on their own paper,
because we believe in checks and balances,” Slotky, a junior, said. “We know
the Treasury doesn’t start and end at the
Treasury.”
According to the TPM, another feature of the Treasury is its surplus, which
is used in case of emergency if all student groups cannot be covered by their
budgeted funds. It also helps groups use
money they did not spend in previous
semesters.
“When groups don’t spend all of
their budget, this money is rolled back
into our surplus account,” Associate
Treasurer Jack Colelli, a sophomore, told
the Daily in an email. “If a group has
unbudgeted income that remains at the
end of the year, they may apply for this
sum to be rolled into their budget for the
following academic year.”
Additionally, there is a $100,000 supplementary fund this year for groups to
fund things outside their budgets, such
as unforeseen expenses, speakers and
collaborative events, according to Slotky.
“That’s where the Allocations Board
really gets its feet wet every week,”
Slotky said.
To get money from this pool, groups
have to submit a supplementary funding form and meet with ALBO to discuss
their requests.
“During these meetings, we are able
to talk openly with the groups about
what is essential to their group while
also remaining conscious of our financial restrictions,” Colelli said.
Slotky agreed, commenting on the
openness of these meetings.
“No one in the room ever goes, ‘Don’t
give them money because we need to
save it for someone else,’” Slotky said.
“The thought is always in the moment.”
From there, ALBO makes a recommendation, which then goes to the
Senate for review.
“We never deny someone[‘s] outright
funding,” Slotky said. “As long as the
funding is in the rules, we will accommodate the student needs.”
Slotky said that that there are set rules

in the TPM, which
are interpreted by
the ALBO members. He explained
that action can
be taken against
ALBO if bias is
noted.
“Every allocations board serves
differently – it’s
the differences in
people,” he said.
“Every budget is
looked at independently… if an
Allocations Board
member is in a
group, they excuse
themselves to not
put in any bias.”
However, Julia
Malleck, a senior
who runs a weekly writing circle
called Parnassus,
experienced difficulty obtaining
funds from ALBO
last semester.
“We were just
having our regular end of the year
event where we
wrap up and discuss leadership in the
new semester… and we wanted to talk
about opportunities with our younger club
members and also with the general Tufts
community,” she said. “We wanted $37 for
cheese, crackers and tea.”
It was the only money Parnassus had
requested all semester, Malleck explained.
She also stated that each semester, groups
are supposed to be allowed $30 for food,
no questions asked – and Parnassus had
never asked for those funds for their
General Interest Meeting.

“Monty Python could not
have written a better skit
about bureaucracy.”
Malleck then met with ALBO and
spent 10 minutes explaining the food
request. She received a phone call in the
evening with their rejection, which she
found to be strange.
“It’s not professional; it doesn’t leave
any record of the interaction for the
club,” she said, adding that she would
have preferred an email, because
it leaves a written transaction of the
exchange for both ALBO and requesters.
The rule in question was Section 3.3
of the TPM, which reads “It is the feeling of the Treasury that programming
should not be centered on food; food
should not be added incentive to an
event.”
Later Malleck appealed the decision
to the entire Senate, whom she said used
the same arguments as those presented
in the TPM.
“They debated this again for like 10
minutes, they even had a 2/3 majority
vote to extend the debate time by 10
minutes, so we spent around 40 minutes
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in there talking about the cheese and
crackers in question,” she said.
Malleck said that the disagreement
highlighted issues with the Senate and
the budgetary process.
“This event for me crystallized
some very apparent problems in [the]
Senate,” she said. “Number one is the
rules they follow and the procedures
they follow… There were very few people questioning the rationality of the
proceedings. [One] other issue with
ALBO that I have is they’re not directly
elected – they’re first Senators and then
internally selected from the Senate to
become ALBO members.”
Ultimately, Malleck said Parnassus
received $50 from Joe Golia, the director
of the Office for Campus Life. Overall,
she found the process with ALBO and its
outcome confusing.
“Monty Python could not have written a better skit about bureaucracy,”
she said.
Despite Malleck’s frustrating experience with the TPM guidelines, Colelli
cited them as crucial to maintaining
fairness.
“We want to ensure that every group
is treated equally and by the same standards; therefore, we stick to the Treasury
Procedures Manual when making decisions on budgets,” he said. “Every group
is subject to the same rules for how and
what we can fund.”
Slotky says that ALBO does all it
can to ensure that money is allocated
correctly.
“I know a lot of groups really feel that
sometimes they’re antagonized, and all I
can say is that on our end, we try as hard
as we can to follow the rules,” he said.
“People talk about semantics and certain dollars here and there, but money
is money is money. This body has functioned and this union has stayed so long
because people do stick to the rules.”
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Melissa Feito
The Story of Stories

Along for the Ride

N

ow-a-days, it’s cool to hate
Disney World, as it’s cool to hate
anything from childhood. Why
would you want to travel to a
theme park? Wouldn’t you rather save up
for a trip abroad? And even if you wanted
to go on some rides, Disney’s rides are
for children and are hardly illicit thrills.
All true, but there’s something that all
these arguments ignore: Disney World is
a majesty for people who love storytelling
and how narratives are built, in real time,
around them. Disney rides have a distinct
pattern to them, a method which they
use to slowly immerse their audience into
the world of the ride, and that is honestly
half the fun. Nearly every Disney ride has
a compelling plot, a reason why you are
here and what your role in the story is.
(Narrative designer for Disney World is, by
the way, the best dream job I can think of.)
The reason people pay $100 or more
for admission to Disney World is because
they are paying for a small part in the story
that they love. It’s the closest most of us will
ever get to Tatooine, a NASA launch center
or a lavishly decorated Victorian mansion.
Disney World is the product of years and
years of delicate planning to create infinitely detailed environments and plots. I’m not
proud of saying this, but on occasion I’ve
even walked through the line and watched
the pre-show for rides I don’t even like, just
because I want to immerse myself in that
story and forget where I am for an hour.
On my last visit, I strong-armed my
younger sister into driving four hours with
me to visit Hollywood Studios, just to go
on Star Tours, an older ride but the first
step of Disney’s planned expansion of the
Star Wars area of the park. The gist is that
you’re an intergalactic tourist on a star liner
piloted by everyone’s favorite R2D2, which
our little droid hijacks to deliver a message
to the Resistance. First there is the line,
which basically no one in the history of
eternity would ever think is interesting. But
as you walk through the forests of Endor
and into the terminal, you’re practically
stepping onto a movie set. A 20-foot tall
screen announces departures to Naboo,
Tatooine, Hoth and other Star Wars locations. Overhead chatter announces gate
changes and reminders. A clueless animatronic baggage droid scans and destroys
harmless items while leaving clearly dangerous items alone in some bizarre riff on
the TSA.
The pre-show video both explains safety
measures and your “character” in the story,
a hapless tourist charged with delivering
rebel information. Then the ride begins,
which is fun because it’s a box that shakes
you around while you wear 3-D glasses. The
Stormtroopers on the screen demand you
hand over the “Resistance agent” and they
display a randomly taken photo of someone in the cabin, usually a kid. Everyone
laughs, C3PO panics and you make your
heroic escape.
And only because of your efforts is the
Resistance saved. You’re not just there to
be jolted around in a box on hydraulic lifts
for 4.5 minutes – you’re there because the
Resistance needed you, and Disney made
that fantasy real.
Melissa Feito is a senior majoring in English. She can reached at Melissa.Feito@
tufts.edu.
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Super Bowl 2016 Ad Round Up
by John Gallagher

Executive Arts Editor

Super Bowl 50 (Roman numerals are
temporarily out this year) is over and the
Denver Broncos came out on top, defeating the Carolina Panthers 24 – 10. For
those who aren’t particularly interested
in football and who think Coldplay has
degenerated into grotesque self-parody
since 2008 (this writer included), the highlight of the game wasn’t the football or the
half-time show but the ads. With the cost
of a 30 second commercial now sitting at
an eye-watering $5 million (according to
Advertising Age, the cost of a commercial increases by roughly 11.1 percent per
year), the pressure was really on for modern day Don Drapers to make the most of
their limited, super-premium air time.
Here, in no particular order, are the
Daily’s top three Super Bowl commercials.

1. Sir Anthony Hopkins –
TurboTax

It’s no secret that A-List celebrities
appearing in Super Bowl commercials
don’t have any particular loyalty to the
product they’re endorsing (it’s doubtful
that Hopkins uses TurboTax himself or
that Kate Upton adores “Game of War:
Fire Age”), but TurboTax’s ad dares to
poke fun at the concept of a celebrity sellout. The minute-long ad begins
with an interviewer asking Sir Anthony
Hopkins if he would ever consider selling out and Hopkins responding by saying “I would never tarnish my name by
selling you something, not at all” as he
sips from a TurboTax branded teacup. The
joke at the core of the ad is that because
TurboTax absolute zero is free, Hopkins
couldn’t be selling it, because after all, as
Hopkins puts it: “it’s free, there’s nothing
to sell.” The ad both effectively lampoons
the stereotypical celebrity endorsement
and fixes the fact that TurboTax is free in
the minds of the audience. The spot concludes with Hopkins petting a dog named
TurboTax.com that is incidentally wearing
a TurboTax branded dog sweater, as the
bemused interviewer — like the audience

— tries to figure out if
he buys Hopkins’ logic.

2. Death Wish
Coffee

Intuit Quickbooks
paid for this 30-second ad for boutique,
extra-caffeinated coffee, Death Wish. The
commercial features a
storm-battered Viking
long ship furiously rowing towards a watery
precipice, as a burly,
bearded man reminds
the rowers that the purpose of life is to die a
glorious death and that
all aboard the ship shall
soon see Valhalla. All
of this action happens
over an appropriately
intense soundtrack,
supplied by background music masters
“Two Steps from Hell.”
As the long ship pitches over the waterfall, a
man’s mouth appears
and swallows it whole,
BRUCE GILBERT VIA TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
before the camera cuts
Actor Sir Anthony Hopkins was featured in a Turbotax commerto the same man (a cial during the Super Bowl this Sunday.
bearded Williamsburg
hipster type) standing in a well-appointed His son, seeing his father’s state, knows
home and lowering a coffee mug, before just what to do and invites his dad to
smiling approvingly at whatever he just drive his new Audi R8. The R8, with
imbibed.
its advanced dashboard and extreme
The ad acknowledges the coffee’s name power, reminds the astronaut of flyby featuring characters who do in fact have ing the spacecraft that took him to the
a death wish, while the approving shrug moon all those years ago and instantly
and smile of the coffee drinker remind the banishes his depression. The ad ends
audience that putting this coffee in ones’ with a shot of the R8 driving along a
body is not tantamount to suicide. Expect winding road at night with the moon
to have a hard time getting your hands on looming large in the sky. While comparDeath Wish over the coming weeks.
ing the sensation of driving a sports car
to that of flying to the moon may seem
3. Audi R8 – Commander
like a stretch, the ad nevertheless elicits
The premise of this ad is simple. An a smile and is rendered extra poignant
aging astronaut sits in a melancholy with the late musical titan David Bowie’s
stupor, reflecting sadly on his past glo- song “Starman”(1972) providing the ad’s
ries, specifically a mission to the moon. soundtrack.

British-American dramedy ‘You, Me and the
Apocalypse’ premieres on NBC
Arts Editor

The president has just gone on live
TV to make an announcement: a giant
comet is on a collision course with
Earth and everyone on the planet has 34
days left to live.
This is the premise of NBC’s “You,
Me and the Apocalypse,” which follows
the lives of several seemingly unconnected individuals during their final
days on earth. The miniseries, a joint
British-American venture that aired in
the U.K. last fall, has arrived stateside with relatively little fanfare. That’s
a shame, because the comedy-drama
series, which premiered on NBC on Jan.
28, is a charmingly odd bit of television
that deserves a following.
Part of what makes “You, Me and
the Apocalypse” such an unusual find
is that it hardly even feels like a tele-

vision show. Much of that has
to do with the show’s scope,
which is extraordinarily large
for a network comedy and feels
much more suited to film. So
far, the series has been set in
three countries on two different
continents — and all this during
the first two episodes alone.
“You, Me and the Apocalypse”
opens in a bunker in Slough,
England minutes before the
world’s end. The 15 people inside
it appear to be slightly — or
very — deranged, likely a result
of the presumably traumatic
events following the apocalyptic
announcement. The newscaster
on the television signs off as the
comet comes hurtling toward
Earth; the planet is seconds
see APOCALYPSE, page 6
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Natalie Girshman
The ABCs of
Literature

Dickens

TV REVIEW

by Lancy Downs

5

COURTESY WIKIMEDIA COMMONS USER DAVID SHANKBONE

Rob Lowe in 2012

M

ost
people
encountered
Charles Dickens in high school,
whether it was through “A Tale
of Two Cities,” “Oliver Twist” or
“Great Expectations,” and for many people,
it was hate at first sight. According to many
of the people in my high school English
class, Dickens was long-winded and boring
and for a while, I thought so too. But then
I had a few too many close encounters
with plot-free contemporary novels, reread
Great Expectations, and started to realize
exactly why Dickens was the most popular
writer of his time.
Things are always happening in
Dickens’ novels. Shady street gangs exploit
orphans, byzantine legal cases claim the
sanity of their lawyers, mysterious women
insist on wearing their wedding dresses
dozens of years after being abandoned
on their wedding day and the wheels of
the plot never stop turning. No one just
wanders out to get a coffee while pondering just how very difficult it is to be a
young male writer in Brooklyn — they’d
stumble upon a murder while they did
it. Moreover, the plot twists in a Dickens
novel are genuinely exciting and surprising, perhaps because the books were originally published in serial form and the end
of each section had to keep the readers
eagerly awaiting the next installment. Best
of all, these plots center around engaging
and human characters whose fates you
can’t help being invested in. People once
thronged the docks of New York City to
find out whether or not Little Nell of “The
Old Curiosity Shop” survived, and it’s easy
to see why.
Admittedly, Dickens isn’t always an
easy read and certainly never a quick
one. His books require time, concentration and perhaps a strong cup of tea
and some snacks to read them with. He
appears to have been quite fond of lengthy
descriptions of food, settings and characters’ physical appearances and sometimes
the prose can get bogged down in those
descriptions. The best choice for rediscovering Dickens is a book where the plot
and characters are compelling enough to
overrule the occasional lengthy description — one of his best-known classics
like “Oliver Twist” or “Great Expectations.”
They’re classics for a reason after all, and
their colorful casts of characters and
dramatic storylines are the perfect fodder for a long snowy afternoon. They’re
both coming-of-age stories of a sort but
“Great Expectations” is the deeper of
the two, perfect for a reader hoping to
reflect on the darker side of ambition
and the struggles of growing up. “David
Copperfield,” although massive, is also
capable of being massively entertaining.
Then, if you enjoy some of the classic
Dickens stories, you can move on to more
esoteric Dickens efforts like “Bleak House,”
the story of the never-ending legal case of
Jarndyce vs. Jarndyce and the unfinished
“The Mystery of Edwin Drood,” where
the reader gets to decide the identity of
the murderer. Either way, there’s enough
Dickens, not just in terms of pages but in
terms of depth, for an entire vacation if
not for an entire lifetime of reading.
Natalie Girshman is a senior majoring in
history and drama. She can be reached at
natalie.girshman@tufts.edu
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Rob Lowe, Jenna Fischer star in tightly written NBC miniseries
APOCALYPSE

continued from page 5
away from utter destruction — and cue
flashback! The action suddenly swings
back to 34 days earlier, mere hours
before the president’s earth-shattering announcement (pun intended). We
are introduced to one of the bunker’s
inhabitants, Jamie (Mathew Baynton),
an unimportant banker from Slough living a mundane and obsessively regulated life. We soon learn that this sad state
of affairs has characterized Jamie’s existence ever since his wife’s unexplained
disappearance seven years earlier. He
can’t move on, much to the concern of
both his mother (Pauline Quirke) and
housemate ( Joel Fry).
“You, Me and the Apocalypse” soon
pivots away from Jamie so that we
can be introduced, one by one, to the
other bunker occupants. We then meet

Sister Celine (Gaia Scodellaro), a young
nun in rural Italy who craves more
adventure than her life in the convent
allows for. She soon finds herself in
Rome as the newly hired assistant of a
heavy-smoking, cynical Vatican priest
Father Jude Sutton (Rob Lowe). Lowe
seems to relish this delightfully absurd
role, performing his lines with characteristic flair and charm.
Meanwhile, stateside, the action follows Rhonda ( Jenna Fischer), a former
librarian who has found herself in a federal prison, serving time for a crime her
son committed. Fischer, best known for
her role as Pam Beesly on “The Office”
(2005-2013), does solid work as an ordinary woman thrust into an increasingly
bizarre set of circumstances. Though
her character is actually quite similar
to Pam, her storyline is not, making
Fischer’s part feel both strikingly famil-

iar and pleasantly surprising.
As the world reacts to news of the
planet’s impending doom and characters embark on various quests, it slowly
becomes clear that these bunker-dwelling strangers are actually connected in
the most unexpected ways. With only
10 episodes in the miniseries and a
long way to go before everyone ends
up in the same place, “You, Me and the
Apocalypse” needs the plotlines to be
as cleverly constructed and tightly written as they have been in these first two
episodes if it is to be deemed a success.
Much of the quirky, quasi-absurdist
humor on “You, Me and the Apocalypse”
feels akin to that of other NBC comedies — think “Parks and Recreation”
(2009-2015), “Community” (2009-2015)
or “The Office.” These are small-scale
shows set in unexciting towns that follow the lives of exceptionally unex-

ceptional people. “You, Me and the
Apocalypse” takes this kind of humor
and transfers it to big, grand storylines
about people in the most remarkable
situations. This tonal mishmash actually works quite well, though it is hard to
take anything that happens particularly
seriously, even the more solemn, dramatic moments (this is a comedy-drama after all). This unbelievability, however, seems to be exactly what the show
is going for.
The first two episodes of “You, Me
and the Apocalypse” leave it poised for
success — critically, at least, if not commercially. Even if the promise of a quality hour of television is not enough to
encourage folks to tune in, “You, Me and
the Apocalypse” has something no other
television program can boast: a trashtalking Rob Lowe in priest robes. That
sight, surely, is not one to be missed.

VIDEO GAME REVIEW

‘XCOM 2’ offers fresh take on first installment
through bolder gameplay, presentation
by John Gallagher

Executive Arts Editor

By all accounts, players were generally
pretty bad at saving the world in Firaxis’
2012 game “XCOM: Enemy Unknown.”
In “Enemy Unknown,” players took command of the titular XCOM, a shadowy
intergovernmental organization established to defend the Earth from unknown
enemies. The unknown enemies that triggered the activation of XCOM turned
out to be aliens intent on the invasion
and conquest of Earth. Players faced the
alien threat by issuing orders to squads
of soldiers in turn-based battles while
carefully allocating the limited resources of XCOM to the areas that needed
them most. Apparently, the intense tactical battles and delicate balancing act
of allocating resources were too much
for most players; XCOM creative director
Jake Solomon remarked to PC Gamer in
September that, “We realized that most
players lost their initial playthrough of
Enemy Unknown, and we realized there
was an interesting and unique opportunity to have XCOM 2 begin with XCOM
losing the invasion.”
The bleak premise for “XCOM 2,”
the sequel to “Enemy Unknown,” is
that XCOM lost to the aliens, and the
world now belongs to the extraterrestrials. Released on Feb. 5, “XCOM 2” is
heavily informed by the notion of a beaten, broken and subjugated mankind.
This idea is most clearly communicated
in the game’s cover art, which features
the series’ iconic Sectoid (a rendition
of the grey alien so prevalent in pop
culture) composed entirely of hundreds
of human skulls. In keeping with the
game’s premise, the player takes command not of a well-funded organization,
but instead of a comparatively rag-tag
resistance group working to establish a
global movement to throw off the alien
yoke and liberate Earth.
The core gameplay of “XCOM 2” is
largely unchanged from its predecessor,
as players still engage the aliens in turnbased battles while also establishing a
base that is used to allocate resources to various anti-alien projects (such
as improved weaponry). Although the
game’s fundamentals remain the same,
Firaxis has tweaked various aspects of
the experience in order to reflect XCOM’s
tougher circumstances. As XCOM now
finds itself struggling against a dominant

IMAGE FROM YOUTUBE

One of many terrifying aliens in “XCOM 2”
adversary, its soldiers can no longer simply engage the enemy with guns blazing as they could in “Enemy Unknown.”
Instead, stealth is now a priority, and in
light of this, players’ soldiers start each
mission invisible to alien forces. This new
mechanic, dubbed “concealment,” allows
players to set up ambushes that help
even the odds.
XCOM as a whole is starved for resources, and this fact is even reflected on the
battlefield. Occasionally, defeated enemies will drop loot, which will disappear
if not collected within a certain number of turns. Given that enemies rarely
die in a safe location, if players wish to
claim loot they must gamble putting their
soldiers at risk for a chance at gaining
powerful rewards. The risk-reward calculation that collecting loot forces players
to perform introduces a welcome tactical
wrinkle that encourages bold, dynamic
movements.
New recruits are also much harder to
come by than they were in the first game.
Players can no longer simply request
additional soldiers when they find that
their ranks are thinning. Instead, new
soldiers must be acquired by completing
tasks for resistance groups, a much more
unpredictable supply that renders the life
of each soldier doubly precious.

Firaxis has massively increased the
number of customization options available to players, allowing them to alter
almost every aspect of their soldiers’
appearances. Everything from the paint
job on a soldier’s weapon to soldiers’
accents can be modified by selecting
from one of the dozens of options available. Seeing one’s soldiers develop from

Although the game’s
fundamentals remain
the same, Firaxis has
tweaked various aspects
of the experience in order to reflect XCOM’s
tougher circumstances.

raw recruits into grizzled veterans creates
a level of investment that was always
core to the “XCOM” experience, as is the
pain of losing a favored operative to a
tactical error. The comparative scarcity of
new recruits, coupled with the amazing

degree of soldier customization available,
makes losing a prized and customized
soldier more painful than ever before.
Players should expect to lose more soldiers more often in “XCOM 2.” The enemy
AI in “Enemy Unknown” was known for
being somewhat boneheaded, but not so
in “XCOM 2.” Alien troops will regularly
move to flank players’ soldiers and will
also make judicious use of grenades and
other combat abilities. The tried-andtrue strategy of advancing methodically through a level that defined “Enemy
Unknown” is no longer an option.
Beyond this, the art direction of “XCOM
2″ is top-notch. All characters look as if
they are detailed, high-end action figures,
and the story is told through cut-scenes
that are gorgeously rendered, while making tasteful use of bokeh, lens flare and
film grain. The soundtrack, while adequate, sits squarely in the territory of the
“heroic horns and strings” sound that
has come to define most action-packed
summer blockbusters.
With a premise that suffuses gameplay
and stellar presentation, “XCOM 2” is a
worthy successor to “Enemy Unknown.”
The degree to which players can customize their soldiers is staggering, and
the addition of mod support means that
“XCOM 2” will only get better with age.
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LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
Julie: “I’m so sexually frustrated today...all day today.”

Comics

CROSSWORD

Monday’s Solution

SUDOKU

JUMBLE

Difficulty Level: Boston Public Schools closing for snow days.

Monday’s Solution

NON SEQUITUR
BY WILEY MILLER
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EPIIC 2016 Film Series
on “Europe in Turmoil”
presents

ALMANYA
Welcome to Germany

1/4

Official selection of the
Berlin International Film Festival 2011

The experiences of Germany’s migrant workers receive
a colourful treatment in this comedy by Turkish-German
sisters Yasemin and Nesrin Samdereli. The story flips between two time frames as it examines the lives of three
generations of a Turkish family – from patriarch Hüseyin’s
arrival in 1964 Germany as the 1,000,001st Gastarbeiter
(guest worker) to his present plan to return to Turkey with
his children and grandchildren. One of its most intriguing
aspects is the way it encompasses the history of guest
workers in Germany through a judicious use of archive
footage.

1/8

with an introduction by

Saime Ozcurumez

Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science
and Public Administration at Bilkent University, Turkey

1/2

Professor Ozcurumez conducts research and publishes on migration
policy and politics in the European Union, Turkey, and Canada, gender
and immigration, irregular immigration, integration and citizenship, media representation of migrants, and comparative politics of deliberative
democracy. She is the co-editor of Asylum, International Migration and
Statelessness: Concepts, Theories and Politics. She has been part of many
international and national collaborative research projects on transcultural
memory in Europe, collective identities in Europe, migrants and media
representation, and the transformation of governance in EU accession in Turkey in immigration policy.

TONIGHT, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 7:00PM, TISCH 304
For more information on the Film Series and on the EPIIC
Symposium “Europe in Turmoil”
tuftsgloballeadership.org and x73314
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A proposal for on-campus printing
On-campus printing is pricey and inconvenient for most Tufts students. There is a
lack of accessibility to campus-administered
printers. As such, regular long treks across
campus in inclement weather just to print
tonight’s hefty reading assignment or tomorrow’s midterm essay are necessary but seldom desired experiences. The only places
that cater to printing needs are Tisch Library,
the Eaton Computer Lab, Halligan Hall and
a few special-interest houses. Campusadministered printers should be more strategically spread out, if not located in every
dorm, to accommodate all students, from
those living on Winthrop St. to those on
Powder House Boulevard. The limited access
to printing facilities, and the cumulative costs
of printing that burden students, particularly
those on a tight budget, are inconsistent
with Tufts’ identity as a leading medium-size
research university.
Tisch Library currently charges 10 to 15
cents per sheet for printing, which may seem
next to nothing, but turns out to be a lot in
accumulation. For some classes, the print
loads are miniscule. For others, students are
asked to write and turn in multiple essays,
from the very first to the final drafts, amounting to hundreds of pages per semester. The

cost of printing alone can cost a fortune over
a four-year college career, especially for those
students who desire to take seminar classes
which reward long papers based on hours and
hours of research.
The limited provision of free printing poses
another issue, one of moral hazard. For one
thing, many students who do not actually have
a significant financial burden may sometimes
scrimp by taking advantage of the kindness
of Halligan Hall or the Group of Six houses.
Instead of worrying about how to properly
disburse generosity, we should stop pitting students and community members against each
other because of stretched resources.
At the same time, totally free, universal
printing access runs the risk of a massive negative impact on the environment. Students
may abuse the system in a way that hits hard
at the environmentally friendly initiatives Tufts
engages in. This concern was proven to be true
in 2003, when the record of “80,000 dollars
worth of toner and paper in just five days”
caused Tufts to stop providing free printing services, which had actually been available before.
The current policy (cost per sheet) does
have the upside of preventing this kind of prolific printing. Nonetheless, an allowance system
as opposed to a blanket price could be just as

effective. If students were allotted a set amount
of pages for printing per class, or had their
printing allowance scaled according to their
specific course syllabi, students could drastically spend less on printing. Furthermore, Tufts
could avoid the free rider problem arising
from the provision of free printing. Brown
University adopted a similar and sufficient system wherein students receive $30 each semester for all their printing needs. Were a similar
system adopted at Tufts, the responsibility for
printing cost would still be conferred on students in order to prevent a waste of resources.
However, money is only half the problem. The inconvenience of on-campus printing is easily addressed by students who have
the means to purchase personal printers for
their living area. However, not all students
can afford that luxury. As such, Tufts has not
been sensitive or attentive enough to students
from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds.
This affects Tufts’ image as a medium-sized
research institution. Adding even a few more
printing locations to campus would greatly
aid students relying on hard-copy materials.
Additions such as these and the provision of
subsidies for printing would not only help
Jumbos but also help raise Tufts to the professionalism it strives to exhibit.

EDITORIAL CARTOON
by shannon geary

Correction
In yesterday’s Op-Ed section, an Op-Ed titled “Applications for president now open: zero years political experience
required” ran without an author named. In fact, the piece was written by first-year Eriko Koide. The Daily regrets this error.

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community.
The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.
Editorials Editorials represent the position of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and editorials of
The Tufts Daily.
Op-Eds The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions
from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on
campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length and submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for
clarity, space and length. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. Authors must submit their telephone numbers and
day-of availability for editing questions.
Advertising All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief, Executive Board and Executive Business Director.
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Luke Sherman
Earth On Fire

(Selective)
Ignorance Is Bliss
It was 1996, and then-Senator Bob Dole
of Kansas, the Republican Party’s presidential nominee, found himself increasingly frustrated by the questions posed
by Katie Couric, at the time host of NBC’s
“Today.” Couric, Senator Dole charged,
was unfairly querying his position on the
dangers of smoking cigarettes.
“I’ve said I don’t know whether it’s
addictive. I’m not a doctor. I’m not a scientist,” he asserted.
Flash forward 18 years and Governor of
Florida Rick Scott, a Republican running for
reelection, wouldn’t say whether or not he
believes the planet is warming. His reason?
“I’m not a scientist.”
If there are any truisms in American politics, one of them is Republican politicians’
humble confessions that science is not their
area of expertise. From the age of the earth
to the regulation of toxic chemicals, the GOP
has abandoned the scientific method in all
of its policy decisions.
It’s funny, because the vast majority of
Republican elected officials aren’t healthcare professionals, doctors or economists,
but that doesn’t stop them from voting
to eviscerate the Affordable Care Act,
restricting women’s ability to make their
own reproductive choices or vociferously
opposing raising the minimum wage. The
hypocrisy of the Republican Party truly
knows no bounds.
Republicans pretend to be experts on
issues that their donors and they care
about, but on those that threaten the
profits of their contributors, suddenly
they are completely ignorant. In effect,
the GOP is actively engaged in an effort
to shift the public conversation away
from addressing the problems at hand
and instead toward whether there are
problems in the first place. Politicians,
lobbyists and business executives employ
this technique so frequently that they’ve
had a book written about their activities: Merchants of Doubt: How a Handful
of Scientists Obscured the Truth from
Tobacco Smoke to Global Warming.
In their eye-opening publication, authors
Naomi Oreskes and Erik Conway demonstrate that history is replete with examples
of corporations and their friends in government manipulating the media to make it
appear as though scientists are in much less
agreement about the environmental and
health consequences of products ranging
from fossil fuels to the pesticide DDT than
they actually are. Inaction on a variety of
ecological problems is among the multitudinous consequences of this strategy.
So when you watch the next Republican
Party presidential debate and one of the
candidates says “I’m not a scientist” in
response to a question about global warming, remember that this is part of a deliberate and coordinated plan of action designed
to protect the profits of fossil fuel companies at the expense of the health of the general public. I’m not a scientist, either, but I
have enough sense to listen to the scientific
community when it affirms a finding with
overwhelming certainty. Here’s to hoping
the GOP joins me.
Luke Sherman is senior majoring in environmental studies. He can be reached at
Luke.Sherman@tufts.edu.
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OP-ED

The hot mess consequences of the ADHD diagnostic gender bias
by Anna Robling
For
years,
Attention-Deficit/
Hyperactivity Disorder diagnoses have
been heavily reliant on obvious behavioral issues spotted by elementary
school teachers who relay their findings
to concerned parents. The stereotypical
conception of the hyperactive little boy
who can’t sit still in class is outdated and
problematic. According to the CDC, the
percentage of children diagnosed with
ADHD has steadily increased, from 7.8
percent in 2003 to 11.0 percent in 2011.
These figures have been at the center
of discussion for medical experts, educators and parents across the country.
Many have begun to question the legitimacy of the condition, thus questioning
the legitimacy of the challenges it poses
to those afflicted by it. Experts express
concern about overdiagnosis due to
pressure from stimulant-peddling,
greedy drug companies. However, many
pressing cases are overlooked, predominantly, those of young girls.
Boys are 2.5 times more likely to be
labeled with an attention deficit disorder
than girls. As with many other conditions, attention disorders often present
themselves very differently in girls than
they do in boys. The restless, disruptive
and endearingly mischievous little boy
translates into an impolite, messy and
ungraceful little girl. While a hyperactive

boy is likely to be touted by his peers for
his entertaining shenanigans, his female
counterpart will be rejected by her peers
because she misses social cues and talks
too much. She is prone to being disregarded by her teachers as simply the
victim of her own awkward personality
traits. Even in 2016, it is clear that society maintains certain feminine expectations, especially the ability to conform,
that are difficult for an impulsive and
energetic girl to adhere to. As an undiagnosed girl matures, she will painfully
begin to realize her own otherness and it
will weigh heavily on her already fragile
self-esteem. The forgetfulness, impulsive
decision making and messiness that are
manifestations of ADHD are internalized as negative personality traits. Not
only does undiagnosed ADHD have detrimental social consequences, it can also
affect relationships at home. Parents will
become frustrated when she can’t keep
her room clean or constantly forgets
things she needs for school at home.
They will deem bad grades as the result
of laziness or even a lack of intelligence
when in reality, their daughter has not
been given the opportunity to exercise
her full academic potential. Undiagnosed
girls will feel increasing pressure to succeed followed by the guilt, frustration and
anguish of failure.
Neglecting to diagnose young girls is
evident in statistics that reveal women

are more likely to be diagnosed with
ADHD as adolescents or even into adulthood. The greatest increase in stimulant
prescriptions was an 85 percent jump
in women ages 24-36. While boys are
more likely to outgrow their symptoms
as they get older, girls’ symptoms are
aggravated by hormone changes during
puberty. Thus the diagnostic condition
that requires symptoms to be prevalent
before age seven is inherently biased
towards boys. It is only after battling
self-deprecating guilt and feelings of
inadequacy that many women receive
the help they need and deserve. Although
a late diagnosis can serve as a comforting
explanation for a difficult past, it does
not make up for missed opportunities
that could have been prevented by early
detection. A commonly known misconception about ADHD treatment is that
medication like Adderall and Ritalin will
quickly solve all problems. However, in
addition to the lack of ability to focus,
there are more sophisticated symptoms,
like poor organizational skills, that can
take years of behavioral therapy to treat.
Furthermore, late diagnosis means that
women could have already fallen victim
to their predispositions to addiction,
anxiety, depression and unwanted pregnancy leaving them with even more trials to conquer.
Although awareness about the varying manifestations of ADHD has grown

significantly over the past two decades,
little has changed in the diagnostic
process. The gender bias is deeply
rooted in the history of ADHD research
which until relatively recently has
heavily concentrated on the stereotypical energetic little boy. New research
suggests that although girls have the
same disorder, the manifestation is
completely different; this incongruence demands a different diagnostic
checklist that has yet to appear. Experts
are increasingly aware of these differences and know how to treat girls and
women in need. The problem is not
the lack of treatment, it is that those
responsible for detecting symptoms,
like teachers, do not know what to
look for. Getting help at a younger age
reduces the risk of many psychological
problems like anxiety and low self-esteem. However, many young women
discover their ADHD when they seek
help for the emotional trauma it has
caused them. Ensuring that educators
are better informed of the discrepancy
between indications of attention disorders in boys and girls will prevent
thousands of young women from battling crippling emotional and psychological issues.
Anna Robling is a first-year majoring in
International Relations and Economics,
and can be reached at Anna.Robling@
tufts.edu.
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WOMEN'S TRACK

Captains lead the way for Tufts at Cupid Challenge
by Chris Warren
Sports Editor

Over the weekend, the women’s
track and field team hosted the Cupid
Challenge at the Gantcher Center, an
un-scored meet where overall team
performance doesn’t matter as much
as individual competition. Hailed as
one of the most competitive Div. III
meets in the nation, Tufts ran, jumped
and threw well against teams such as
NESCAC rivals Williams and Amherst
and New England rival MIT. As has been
the case for the season so far, the team’s
senior quad-captains — Alexis Harrison,
Marilyn Allen, Audrey Gould and Sydney
Smith — led the charge.
Harrison once again showed why
she is a national-caliber athlete, winning the 60-meter dash in 7.76 seconds, her second-fastest time ever.
Currently, her time of 7.75 seconds
from the Bowdoin Invitational stands
at No. 6 in the nation. She has an excellent shot at heading to Iowa for the Div.
III National Championship meet, as
this time would have qualified her in
2015. She was also fourth in the long
jump, leaping 16 ft. 10 in.
Allen also added dominant performances, winning the 60-meter hurdles
at 9.13 seconds and placing seventh in
the 60 meter dash at 8.35 seconds. Allen,
who qualified for the national championships last year with her 8.90 second
time, currently stands at No. 21 national-

ly. If she continues to drop time over the
next few weeks, she has a definite shot at
qualifying again.
Senior Mary Ellen Caruso had a solid
day of her own. She was third in the 200
at 27.14 seconds, fifth in the 60 in 8.28
seconds and fifth in the triple jump in
34 feet, 9.75 inches. On the heels of her
teammate, junior Rita Donohue took fifth
in the 200 in 27.37 seconds.
“On the track, I focus mainly on my
start and reaction time out of the blocks,”
Allen said. “But I need to work on my
speed between the hurdles and on my
start this season. My goal is to become
All-American this year. I barely missed
the mark last winter season and I’m
determined to get it this season.”
On the distance side, Gould ran the
seventh-fastest time in the nation in the
5000 meters, running 17:31.81 after a
quick 5:30 first mile. Sophomore Brittany
Bowman, who had an outstanding cross
country season and so far has put on an
impressive indoor campaign, raced well
again as she ran 17:40.55 for third overall
in the event.
The 3000 meter runners also ran
well, as sophomore Margot Rashba set
an over-15 second PR, running 10:23.60
to qualify for Open New Englands.
Sophomores Eliza Lawless and Olivia
Nicholson were right behind her, also
setting PRs while running 10:26.42 and
10:26.70 respectively, while first-year
Livvy Barnett was not far off, taking
seventh in 10:30.55.
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Tufts University-Gantcher Center-Tufts Men’s and Women’s Track and Field compete at Tufts
Stampede on January 30th

In the mile, Smith ran herself to a
season best, running 5:03.10 for seventh
overall, just off her PR of 5:02.24. Smith, a
4:32 1500-meter runner, has the potential
to break five minutes in the mile in the
coming weeks, which would be a major
accomplishment for the senior. Junior
Sam Cox and sophomore Julia Prusaczyk
— normally a 400 hurdler — also turned
in top 10 finishes in the 800 meters for
fast times, as Cox ran 2:22.89 for seventh
and Prusaczyk 2:24.58 for eighth.
The underclassmen, who turned in
strong performances collectively on the
day, got after it in the 1000 meter, finishing in sequence in the event in fourth,
fifth and sixth. First-year Julia Noble
led the charge in 3:06.55, followed by
sophomores Sara Stokesbury in 3:08.50
and Prudence Sax in 3:10.76. All three
Jumbos nabbed Div. III New England
Championship qualifying times.
The Jumbos were no less impressive
in the field. First-year Brita Dawson was
seventh in the high jump at four ft., 9.75
in. and eighth in the long jump in 16 ft.
three in. In the triple jump, sophomore
Toluwa Akinyemi leapt to 34 feet flat
to take seventh, while first-year Kylene
DeSmith was eighth with 33 ft. 9.25 in.
DeSmith also ran the 60-meter hurdles
in 9.65 seconds to finish 10th, though she
was frustrated after the meet about not
quite making the 60-meter dash finals.
“I would not say I was particularly pleased
with my results yesterday,” DeSmith said.
“While I tried my best, I know I can perform
better than I did in yesterday’s meet. It is a
long season and the most progress will be
seen over time as we head toward the outdoor season.”
The throwing squad of sophomores
Amylee Anyoha and Jennifer Sherwill also
threw well, taking home a pair of third-place
finishes. Anyoha heaved 42 ft., 3.25 in. in the
weight throw, while Sherwill hurled the shot
put 35 ft. 11.25 in for her third.
“The team’s focus is to stay healthy and
competitive for Div. IIIs and the rest of the
post-season,” Allen said.
Next week, the Jumbos will head
to Boston University for the annual
Valentine Invitational as a tune-up for
the Div. III New England Championships
the following week, held at Middlebury.
“Our team goal is to perform cohesively while excelling individually in our
events,” DeSmith added. “We are definitely looking to place well as a team at
Div. IIIs.”

Tufts to finish regular season Friday with NESCAC,
hopefully NCAA tournaments to follow
MEN'S BASKETBALL

continued from page BACK
tough loss Friday to maintain any chance of
reaching the NESCAC championship and the
NCAA tournament.
“Hopefully we’ll get some momentum
going,” sophomore guard Vincent Pace
said, “With that game and these next two
games, hopefully we can go on a bit of [a]
run and go into the NESCAC tournament
and maybe even get a home game.”
Friday’s game was another conference
contest, as the Jumbos fell to the Bantams
88-76. The game was close throughout
thanks to strong showings from Palleschi,
who put up 25 points to again lead his team,
and from Trinity senior Shay Ajayi, whose 26
points and 16 rebounds led both teams.
With just 10 minutes left in the game,
the score was tied 58-58, but the Bantams
managed a 12-1 run to build a lead they
would maintain for the rest of the game.
“This weekend was obviously big,”

Palleschi said, “especially because if we
won both we would be first in the league
right now. Losing to Trinity is tough,
but they’re a good team; it was easily the hardest game we’ve played all
year. Beating Amherst was pretty big.
We knew that if we got ahead of them
early we could probably keep that lead
throughout; we still think that we put
ourselves in a good position to, if not
win NESCACs, get an at-large bid [into
the NCAA tournament].”
The Jumbos fell in large part due to their
weak shooting on the night. Traditionally
a very strong team from the field, the
Jumbos shot only 33.3 percent, compared
to the Bantams 53.4 percent from the
field. Trinity also received an incredible 49
points from their bench players, several of
whom put up double digit points.
“We know we’ve just got to stick together,” Pace said. “[We need to] keep playing
the way we know how. We strayed away

from the way we’ve been playing all year
against Trinity. We’ve just got to come back
and play our game.”
With five losses, the Jumbos will
need to win their final two games to
have any chance of making a run at
the NCAA tournament. The Jumbos
will be looking to close off the season
strong tonight at Pine Manor and in
their final conference match-up of the
season at Williams on Friday, a matchup that will determine their seed in
the postseason NESCAC tournament.
The Jumbos, with high postseason
aspirations, currently sit at fourth in
the conference.
“There are a bunch of small details we
need to clean up [going into the last two
games],” Pace said. “There are a few things
we need to fine tune. Chemistry is great
on the team; [right now] we’re winning, so
that helps a lot. It’s been a lot of fun; it’s
been a great year so far.”
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Nicole Brooks
Jersey Over Apron

Pop’s Old Secret
Recipe

W

ithin the first half of the season, media coverage of the
NBA has largely focused attention on headlines and stories
involving a relatively small group of teams.
Whether it is the returning world champion Golden State Warriors, the healthy
Cleveland Cavaliers or struggling largemarket-city teams such as the Los Angeles
Lakers and the retiring Black Mamba, some
NBA teams just don’t tend to get that much
airtime. I want to correct that right now and
dedicate this column to the veteran San
Antonio Spurs, an organization which has
not missed playoff contention with current
Head Coach Gregg Popovich and has won
five NBA championships within the recent
decade. Under the quiet but charismatic general, Coach Pop, the Spurs’ ability
to remain championship contenders year
after year gives testament to a small market
team’s ability to remain successful in a constantly changing and aging NBA.
Currently the Spurs are second in the
Western Conference following the Warriors,
and are first in the Southwest Division
for the NBA. Now this wouldn’t be a true
sports column if I didn’t include at least
one comparison, so bear with me. Notably
the Warriors’ current race to break the best
season record includes a mere four losses,
which is of course a historic feat. In comparison, however, the Spurs only have eight
losses, only a four-game difference with
the Warriors halfway through this season.
But what is so striking about the underthe-radar Spurs is not only their record or
past accomplishments, but also the aging
team’s ability to remain championship
contenders year after year.
For one, Coach Pop has seemingly fostered a team culture with a consistent
winning formula of professionalism and
maturity. At the base of the Spurs success is future Hall-of-Famer Tim Duncan,
who is undoubtedly one of the league’s
most consistent centers while also defying
father time at 39 years of age. Then we
have his international guard counterparts,
Ginobili and Parker, both also in their
late 30’s bringing veteran playoff experience under Popovich’s system. These
three ingredients continue to be the key to
the Spurs’ winning recipe in the Western
Conference. They’re kind of like the old
timers at your local gym who don’t look
like much of a challenge, but after a game
of pick up you’re quickly embarassed. The
Spurs continue to remind younger NBA
teams game after game that though their
bodies might not be as quick or youthful,
their great coaching and high basketball
IQ will get them the win.
Though the grandeur of the Spurs
will always be associated with their “Big
Three” the future seems just as bright with
the rise of shooter Danny Green, the addition of LaMarcus Aldridge and specifically the emergence of 2016 All-Star Kawhi
Leonard. For such a quiet team of old
veterans, Leonard fits right in. His reigning Defensive Player of the Year prowess and recent rise in offensive efficiency
again provides testament to the Spurs
“old-timer” mantra. Work hard, stay under
the radar, listen to Pop and win games.
This playoff season, look out for the Spurs
to remind NBA whippersnapper teams of
the timeless saying: “respect your elders.”
Nicole Brooks is a features editor at the
Tufts Daily. She is a senior majoring in
History and minoring in Communications
and Media Studies and can be reached at
nicole.brooks@tufts.edu.
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SUPER BOWL

Broncos defense highlights fairly sloppy Super Bowl 50
by Maclyn Senear

Executive Sports Editor

As our loyal readers know, the Daily
put out a Super Bowl preview on Friday
where we (not so boldly) sided with the
favorites. We predicted that the Denver
defense would not be able to slow down
what had been a seemingly unstoppable
Carolina offense enough to allow their
own offense to pull them ahead, and
that an aging Peyton Manning would
take a bow and humbly walk off the field
as young Cam Newton and his jubilant
Panthers celebrated the culmination of
their runaway freight train of a season
with their characteristic dabbing.
We were wrong — but not completely.
The story that emerges in the wake
of Super Bowl 50 is that of a relatively
surprising upset victory by the Broncos
and of the Denver defense stealing the
show with their impressive stand as they
held a Carolina offense that had averaged 31.3 points per game in the regular
season and 40 points in the postseason
to a measly 10 points — their season low.
We said that we couldn’t see the Broncos
average offense, led by an unimpressive
Manning this year, scoring more than 20
points, and that that wouldn’t be enough
to beat the Panthers, as good as the
Denver defense may be.
We merely underestimated the
Denver defense and overestimated the
Carolina offense in that prediction.
Broncos linebacker Von Miller appropriately won the Super Bowl MVP award
after being his team’s biggest defensive — and offensive — weapon in the
game. His two strips of Newton led to
the Broncos’ only two touchdowns of
the game, and he, fellow Pro Bowl linebacker DeMarcus Ware and the Broncos’
inside linemen put enough pressure on
Newton to put him on his back and
prevent him from either scrambling to
pick up big yards or finding his receivers

downfield very often, the things that
have made him so lethal this season.
Despite some stupid and costly mistakes from Denver’s Pro Bowl cornerback Aqib Talib in the first half that
gifted Carolina big yardage on a few
personal foul penalties, the Broncos’
secondary did a pretty impressive job
of turning all those Panthers receivers we’ve heard so much about into
non-factors.
In fact, the Denver defense was the
only real saving grace of an otherwise
fairly sloppy, underwhelming Super
Bowl. Unimpressive Manning and his
average offense only put together one
really decent drive in the game, which
was the 64-yard opening drive of the first
half that culminated in a short field goal
to give the Broncos a lead they would
never relinquish.
Of course, it’s hard to fault Manning:
the guy is 39 years old, and while
he’s still perhaps the best mental-game
quarterback to ever play the game with
his ability to read defenses and call
audibles to adjust to different blitzes and coverages, and while he’s still
going to the Hall of Fame one day, his
old body just doesn’t quite cooperate
anymore. He missed some open receivers, threw lame ducks numerous times
and ended with just 141 yards passing,
an interception, no touchdowns and a
passer rating of just 56.6. But he was
humble and he recognized a lot of
those things at least, clarifying several times for the media before and after
the game that it was his team’s defense
that had gotten them to the Super Bowl
and that won it for them.
On the other side, we saw the unraveling of a lot of people’s favorite infallibility myth. What had seemed like
an incredibly well-balanced Carolina
team all season, with the league’s best
offense and one of its top defenses, fell
flat on Sunday. Sure, the defense held

the Broncos to just a few field goals
and a short touchdown run which only
came after their offense turned the
ball over on their own four yard line.
But they were expected to shut down
the Denver offense with their four Pro
Bowl defenders and league-leading 24
picks in the regular season.
What shocked everybody was how
the Panther offense reacted when faced
with true adversity, and the answer
is, not well. Newton didn’t seem like
the NFL MVP, as he consistently struggled to hit his receivers and frequently
kissed the turf — both courtesy of the
Bronco defense. He seemed stressed,
and his youth and postseason inexperience showed through as that childlike
energy he’s constantly shown in the past
few months, embodied by his exuberant
dabbing, turned into more of a childlike
tantrum. When stripped by Von Miller
with his team down by just six in the
fourth quarter and the game still very
much up for grabs, he didn’t even dive
or try to fight for the loose ball, allowing
Denver to scoop it up at the four and
take it to the house a few plays later to
ice the game. No, he sat watching on his

knees while pouting.
The league MVP, while clearly an
impressive athlete with a talented roster behind him and a promising future
ahead of him still, has some maturing
and adjusting to do, along with the rest
of his relatively young Carolina team.
The Panthers, while accustomed to
being the ones celebrating and dabbing
at the end of games this year, watched
on as the Broncos imitated them in a
cruel irony and dabbed in their faces.
Super Bowl 50 does end with some
uplifting stories. At the end of the day,
Cam and his Panthers are still a pretty
all-around solid squad, and this loss
doesn’t fully diminish the impressive
nature of a turnaround 15-1 season
after years of lingering near the bottom
of the NFC. And this win gifted Peyton
a nice little present, as he can now
(and though he says he is still thinking
about it, should) walk off into retirement with a Super Bowl win to cap off
a long, impressive career.
Still, this Super Bowl didn’t really
live up to the “golden anniversary”
moniker that the NFL tried so hard to
bestow upon it.
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Students watch Super Bowl in the common room in Houston Hall on Feb. 7.

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Jumbos split tough games with postseason
looming, NCAA prospects uncertain
by Eddie Samuels

Assistant Sports Editor

The goal for the 17-5 Jumbos has been
clear all year: make it to the NCAA tournament, and hopefully make a deep run.
After this weekend’s games, that goal may
already be out of reach.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
(17-5 Overall, 6-3 NESCAC)
Monday, Feb. 8
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Tufts went into the weekend knowing
it would be the biggest challenge of the
season so far, with a game against the
top team in the conference, Trinity, on
Friday night, followed up by a game
against the NESCAC’s No. 2 team,
Amherst. The Jumbos pulled off a big
upset win over the Amherst Lord Jeffs
on Saturday to stay near the top of the
NESCAC, but it came only after falling

to the Trinity Bantams on Friday in a
tough blow to their NCAA hopes.
Tufts’ Saturday victory against
NESCAC rival and nationally No. 11
Amherst ended with an 84-73 win. The
game was well played by both teams, as
neither turned the ball over more than
seven times.
The star of the game for the Jumbos
was junior tri-captain Tom Palleschi, who
has been on a hot streak over the past four
games, averaging over 20 points per game
during that stretch. Palleschi put up 20
points on the night to lead his team in scoring. As has been common for the Jumbos,
the bench was an important factor in their
win, adding 18 to the scoreboard.
“My team is putting me in a good position
to get the ball in scoring areas,” Palleschi said.
“[They’re] getting me the ball when I’m open,
so that’s really a testament to them. We normally have very balanced scoring, which is how
we’ve seen most of our success. I don’t think
we’ve had very many games this year where
sharing the ball has been really lopsided. When
we work together as a team we put ourselves in

a good position to win
the game.”
The Jumbos
pulled out to an
early lead in the
game, going up 15-9
early in the first half
and refusing to give
up that lead for the
remainder of the
game. Tufts managed
to hold onto that
lead with its strong
shooting, as it usually does, shooting
43.7 percent from the
field.
The game was a
must-win for Tufts,
as it moved to 6-3 in
NESCAC play; more
importantly, it needed to rebound from a
see MEN'S BASKETBALL, page 11
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Tufts tri-captain center Tom Palleschi (LA’17) jumps over Amherst
opponent in the men’s basketball 84-73 victory against Amherst on
Feb. 6, 2016.

