THE TUFTS DAILY

Sunny
27/21

VOLUME LXVII, NUMBER 15

by Justin

Rheingold

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts Career Center hosted a new conference for seniors to develop professional networking, interviewing and etiquette skills last Saturday in the Cabot
Intercultural Center.
The all-day event, titled “Senior Launch,”
was meant to provide seniors an opportunity
to learn important workplace skills, according to Donna Milmore, the event’s organizer
and an assistant director of career services.
“The goal was to put together a day of
learning that would be relevant for seniors
regardless of where [they were going to be]
and what they were going to be doing next
year,” she said.
The event was not catered to a specific
subset of seniors as the skills taught at the
event would be beneficial for students on
any career path, Milmore said.
“Whether you are working in health
care, or you’re at a non-profit or you’re at
an investment bank, you’re still going to
have to figure out how to use social media,
you’re going to have to figure out how to
manage your finances completely inde-

Police Briefs

pendently for the first time [and] you’re
going to need to know how to navigate
the workplace, understand the culture,”
Milmore said.
The event consisted of a keynote speech
from LinkedIn Evangelist John Hill as well
as various panels on networking, interviewing and personal finance, Director of
Career Services Jean Papalia explained.
Both Hill and the personal finance speaker received great reviews, according to
Papalia and Milmore.
“We have been sensing that seniors
wanted this kind of information and
we weren’t equipped to tell them how
to balance their budgets so we rather
bring somebody in to talk about that,”
Papalia said.
Senior Aliandro Brathwaite attended
the event and commended the speaker on
connecting well with the students.
“The presenter was very witty,” he said.
“He connected with us on quite a few levels
and he told us a lot of secrets to get ready not
only for managing our finances in the few
years after we graduate, but also making

TRASHED AT THE BASH

Officers on Feb. 5 at 4:10 a.m. responded
to a call from Haskell Hall about an intoxicated student in one of the common areas.
When officers arrived they observed that
the student’s eyes were bloodshot, his
speech was slurred and he smelled of
alcohol. When the officers asked the student if he had been drinking, the student
responded that he was pleading the fifth
amendment in order to not incriminate
himself. After being evaluated by Tufts
Emergency Medical Services (TEMS) he
was allowed to sign a refusal of medical
help form.

Officers on Feb. 8 responded to a call from
the Winter Ball venue about two intoxicated students. One student was taken to
Tufts Medical Center and the other was
able to sign a medical refusal form and was
taken back to campus by officers.

Tufts University Police Department
(TUPD) officers on Feb. 5 at 6:45 p.m.
transported an intoxicated student
from Dewick-MacPhie Dining Center to
Somerville Hospital. The student said
that he was in the process of pledging
a fraternity and that was the reason for
his intoxication.
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A Transportation Working Group was
formed at Tufts last semester to assess
and ensure the efficiency of transportation on the university’s three campuses.
“A variety of groups were interested in aspects of ground transportation related to Tufts’ three
Massachusetts campuses,” Tina
Woolston, the Program Director for

the Office of Sustainability, said. “The
Transportation Working Group will
ensure that changes proposed or initiated by various entities at Tufts are
examined and coordinated in a cohesive manner and comprehensively
work together to create safer, healthier and more beautiful campuses.”
The working group is broken into
two subgroups, each composed of facsee TRANSPORTATION, page 2

A JOINT OPERATION
Police on Feb. 9 at 1:45 a.m. responded to
a call from a Resident Assistant at Hodgdon
Hall who, looking through an open door,
saw a student smoking in a dorm room and
blowing the smoke out the window. Police
arrived and found a small amount of marijuana in the student’s room. Police took a
report and said the student will meet with
the Dean.

GIN-ERATING PROBLEMS

Police on Feb. 7 at 1:54 a.m. were
stopped by a cab driver who had an unresponsive Tufts student in the backseat of
his cab. TEMS, Medford Fire Department
and Emergency Medical Services all
arrived to examine the student and it
was confirmed that he had been drinking
in Boston. Officers took the student back
to his residence.

Officers on Feb. 9 at 2:36 a.m. saw a
student with a bottle of New Amsterdam
Gin on the Tisch Library roof. When the
student saw the officer approaching, he
attempted to walk away. The officer was
able to stop him, but the student refused
to give his name or identification. Officers
called TEMS and the student continued to
be uncooperative with the medical staff.
The police then decided the student would
have to be placed into protective custody.
The police attempted to handcuff the student, but he did not cooperate, and was
arrested and charged with resisting arrest
and being a person under 21 in possession
of alcohol.

WHITE-OUT

WHERE’S THE ROAD?

TUPD on Feb. 8 at 1:24 a.m. received a
call from a student who was walking on
Packard Ave. The student was approached
by a group of what he believed to be Tufts
students who grabbed him by his hood
and threw him into a snowbank. The student was unable to describe the group.

TUPD on Feb. 9 at 7:00 p.m. received a call
about a student who had parked his car
behind 94 Curtis St. Instead of backing the
car out of the driveway, he drove across a
front lawn to get to Curtis St. Police identified and will speak with the student.

PERSON OF INTO-REST

New working group focuses
on transportation needs

see CAREERS, page 2
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The Office of Sustainability has been working to increase transportation coordination.

Students advocate for
MBTA U-Pass
by

Denali Tietjen

Daily Editorial Board

The Tufts Transit Coalition (TTC), a
student group dedicated to improving student transportation options, is
advocating for the T to provide a university pass (U-Pass) that would provide college students in Boston with
unlimited, free access to the MBTA.
While Tufts has agreed to consider
the U-Pass program, an outside transportation consultant is examining
other, reduced cost ways for students to
take the T, according to Sustainability
Program Director Tina Woolston.
Issues of pedestrian-safety, equalaccess to internship opportunities,
Boston culture and limited on campus
parking have made improving transportation a high priority for university
administrators, Woolston said.
“One of the reasons we want to get
people out of their cars is that it’s safer
for students walking,” Woolston said.
“If we reduce car presence on campus,
we could implement more pedestrian
walk ways and bike lanes.”
Unlike other schools, Tufts does not
have a transportation office, but the

Office of Sustainability has assumed
responsibility for transportation topics, Woolston explained.
“I think U-Pass is an awesome idea,
we just need someone to make sure it’s
the best solution for Tufts,” Woolston
said. “We need to get the best bang for
our buck.”
The university is also considering
improvements to its bike-rental program, expanding the Zipcar program,
introducing a university-operated
rental car program and extending the
Tufts shuttle system to more locations,
Woolston said.
“We need to look at all options so
we can find the best solution,” he said.
“What if we added more bike lanes?
What if there was a better ride sharing
program?”
While the Tufts Transit Coalition is
open to considering other transportation solutions, TTC member Alex
Wallach said the group strongly believes
that a U-Pass system is the solution to
students’ transportation needs.
“The idea of U-Pass is that everyone gets access to the T, it would just
see U-PASS, page 2
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Career Center to offer expanded SciTech, internship fairs
CAREERS

continued from page 1

sure that we have savings plans
available for when we eventually
retire.”
Because of its focus and conference structure, the event was
different from other offerings
for seniors, Milmore explained.
Overall, Senior Launch was successful, according to Milmore.
The Career Center plans to repeat
it annually, she said.
More than 50 percent of attendees submitted evaluations within
36 hours of the event, according
to Milmore.
“About 125 students attended on a Saturday for a full day
which was a big commitment — it
exceeded our initial expectations,”
Milmore said. “I think we’re hearing that students would think it’s a
good idea to do it annually.”
Brathwaite agreed that the
event was successful and helpful
for seniors.
“I thought it was a fantastic
event — it was very well run,” he
said. “I think the best part about
the event was how we would be
able to apply basically everything

that they were talking about to
our lives if we wanted to after
Tufts. They were very relevant
presentations.”
Milmore and Papalia also
mentioned two career events
that will take place today. The
Career Center will host the
Science and Technology Fair
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
Gantcher Center, and an internship fair from 5 to 7 p.m. in the
same location.
Because the events have more
space this year in Gantcher
Center, the fairs are expanded
from last year to include additional employers due, according to Milmore. She also said
that a LinkedIn photo booth
will be available at both events
for students to get a professional picture taken for their
online profiles.
“The SciTech Fair [has], I
think, doubled and the internship has a lot more employers
coming,” she said.
Students can find additional
information about the fairs and
employers that will be attending
on the Career Center website.

Meredith Klein / The Tufts Daily ARCHIVES

Responding to greatly increased student demand, the Career Center has been expanding its event offerings.

U-Pass would provide students with free
public transportation
U-PASS

continued from page 1

be part of coming to Tufts,”
Wallach, a senior, said. “Part of
what you get in coming here
is a dorm, being near Boston
and having access to internships, and part of that is a
CharlieCard.”
While the logistics of the
program have not been determined, under the proposed
plan, the MBTA would sell
semester passes to universities
at least 50 percent off the retail
value. The university, with help
from grants, would subsidize
the remaining cost, Wallach
explained.
“The U-Pass would not be a
financial burden on students —
we’re very explicit about that,”
Wallach said.
While the MBTA has not begun
official conversations with universities, the schools have been
highly receptive to the proposed
program, Wallach said.

“Ideally, the system would be
introduced in fall 2014, but we
recognize that’s an aggressive
goal,” Wallach said. “It’s more
about the MBTA and the university being ready.”
Boston is not the first city to
consider this program. U-Pass
is modeled off existing farefree university transit systems
in Milwaukee, Seattle and
Chicago, Wallach said. Surveys
of these students show that
90 percent want to keep the
university-pass program.
“One-hundred forty-four
colleges have a university pass
program, so we know it works,”
Wallach said. “We just need to
figure out how to make it work
here. And that’s really what
this whole thing is about.”
The benefits of a universalpass extend beyond university
students, according to Kirstie
Peccie, a staff attorney at
Massachusetts Public Interest
Research Group (MASSPIRG)

advocating for the program.
“What’s great about a
U-Pass program, if it works
the way it should, is that not
only do students get access
and benefits but the system
improves, so citizens benefit
too,” she said.
Additionally, the transportation habits that students
adopt in college often persist
after college.
“Research shows that universities act as a sort of petridish in movements like this,”
Peccie said. “Colleges act as a
sort of blueprint for municipalities. They can say ‘Oh they
did this over at UMass and
Tufts, maybe we could implement that here.’”
Peccie explained that the
extension of the green-line to
Tufts makes these discussions
particularly timely to Tufts.
“This really makes a lot of
sense for Tufts right now,” she
said.

JAnnie Levine / The Tufts Daily

U-Passes would be made available via Tufts grant funding and discounted rates offered by the MBTA.

Group will analyze current,
future transportation options
TRANSPORTATION
continued from page 1

ulty members from the
Dean of Student Affairs
office, Office for Campus
Life, Athletics Department,
Facilities Services, Office
of
Sustainability,
Office
of Community Relations,
the Operations Division,
the Purchasing Office and
Department of Public and
Environmental Safety, Kevin
Maguire, the director of Public
and Environmental Safety, told
the Daily in an email. One subgroup will address fleet management and student drivers
while the other will focus on
transportation demand management (TDM).
Developing a plan for university vehicles, the fleet
management working group
aims to reduce risk with new
policies for using university vehicles, Maguire said.
The other subgroup, TDM,
will work toward improving
safety and decreasing the
amount of greenhouse gases
released from university-related transportation, according to Woolston.
In October, a random survey was sent out to non-residential students, faculty and
staff to gather a wide spectrum of information about
the community’s transportation habits, Woolston said.
“We asked people stuff like,
‘Would it be helpful to you as
a biker if we had an on-campus free tool station where
you could fix your bike?’”
Woolston said. “It should be
really useful because it lets
us know where are the gaps
in knowledge, it lets us know
what people are likely to use,
it lets us know what kind of
feedback to give to the T,
stuff like that.”
Maguire said that the
both the TDM and Fleet
Management groups are in the
process of hiring consultants.
“These are large projects
which will ultimately benefit significantly from having an independent, third
party assessment completed, along with recommendations for improvement that
will be based on best practices in the transportation
industry,” he said.
The TDM group has brought

together people from different
university sectors to assemble
institutional knowledge from
within Tufts, according to TDM
group member Kristine Kenney.
She serves as the graduate student voice and Tufts Community
Union (TCU) President Joe
Thibodeau will provide undergraduate perspective.
“The working group is more
of the institutional knowledge — what does Tufts have,
what does Tufts need, that
sort of thing,” Kenney said.
“The consultant will be doing
more of the actual studies
and the actual planning for
this TDM report.”
Kenney said her role as the
only graduate student in the
TDM group, and as someone with TDM experience, is
to keep everyone focused on
TDM in particular.
Maguire said that the Fleet
Management group is anticipating the completion of its
assessment work by June
and that implementation is
expected to be completed by
Sept. 1. Before that, at least
three companies will need to
return proposals and quotes,
so that Tufts can select who
to hire, Woolston said.
“The project will evaluate
and recommend a wide range
of initiatives that would provide transportation choices
that result in a shift of travel
behavior from single occupancy automobile dependency toward more sustainable modes such as avoided
travel, shared vehicles, public
transit, walking and cycling,”
Woolston said.
The Fleet Management and
TDM groups ultimately have
a lot of overlap in their goals
and the groups are communicating as they hire consultants, Woolston said.
“They’re related because
the need for Tufts to have its
own cars or a third party to
come in with cars, is going
to depend on whether or not
people need it,” she said.
“And if there [are] alternatives, then there may be less
of a need. So there’s a very
close intersection there.”
Woolston said that once
the consultants submit their
reports, another process will
begin to implement the recommended improvements.
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Interview | Alan Solomont

New dean of Tisch College discusses
political activism, Tisch progress
by Sophie

Dasinger

Contributing Writer

Alan Solomont (A ’70), the newest Pierre
and Pamela Omidyar Dean of the Jonathan
M. Tisch College of Citizenship and Public
Service, sat down with the Daily to discuss
political activism, his experiences with Tisch
College as an undergraduate and the future
of civic involvement.
The Tufts Daily: How did your experience as
a Tufts student inspire or deepen your interest in political activism?

Alan Solomont: I arrived here in the fall of
1966, a sheltered and suburban kid from
Brookline, Mass. ... The sixties were a politically charged time on college campuses.
Students were opposing the war in Vietnam,
students were supporting the civil rights
struggles, and I got deeply impacted by that.
I had a professor who introduced me to
this whole field of urban studies and so I
started to think about what was happening
in America’s cities.
I was a page [for] the Massachusetts delegation at the 1968 Democratic Convention
in Chicago, and I was on the floor of the
convention the night that the anti-war candidate Gene McCarthy was defeated by the
nominee Hubert Humphrey. It was also the
day of the disturbances in Grant Park ... The
next time I was in Grant Park was 40 years
later on election night in 2008 when Barack
Obama was elected president, so it was a
pretty intense set of bookends ... I have spent
my life politically [active] and as an engaged
citizen, and it all is a result of my experiences
here at Tufts as a student.
TD: How have you been connected to the
university as an alumnus?
AS: There was a period when I was relatively
unconnected ... I graduated in 1970, I traveled
overseas for a year and then I moved to Lowell,
Mass., [where] I was a community organizer
for the better part of the ‘70s. But when then
[University] President [John] DiBiaggio and
founding Dean of Tisch [College] Rob Hollister
had this idea of creating a new college at
the university to promote active citizenship,
they approached me about whether I’d be
interested in helping assemble what was then
the first national advisory committee, which
eventually became the Board of Advisors.
That’s really what reengaged me here at the
university some fifteen years ago. And then
I became a trustee and then my daughter
came here and then I taught a course for four
years ... on the American presidency. I tell my
friends I bleed brown and blue.
TD: In what ways have you seen political
activism on campus evolve since your time
spent here as a student?
AS: I would say that I’ve observed two things,
one that is somewhat discouraging and one
that is much more heartening. There has
been an erosion over the years in people’s
confidence in our political institutions,
[and] there has been some decline in political involvement by young people. I think
for a variety of reasons, [such as] Vietnam,
Watergate, the rise of the influence of money
... people have lost some confidence in the
whole process.
[But] I think [this] generation, the data
indicates, is interested in being involved in
things larger than [themselves]. I was part
of the baby boomer generation, some people call it the “me” generation. Although
we were idealistic, we were also sometimes
narcissistic. I think [this] generation is the
hope for the future ... Young people are
looking to do national community service at unprecedented numbers. I really
do believe that [this] generation is going to
solve a lot of these problems that my generation neglected or caused.
TD: To what extent has the presence of the
Tisch College amplified student interest in
public service?

Aalok Kanani / THe Tufts Daily Archives

Alan Solomont (A ’70) previously served as Ambassador to Spain and Andorra.
AS: It’s an odd reality that Tufts has always
produced people who are interested in
being active citizens or who are interested
in public service. I’m probably a reasonably
good example of that. So that’s the mission
of Tisch College, to spread the importance
of educating students to be lifelong active
citizens and to be civically engaged. If this is
part of the DNA of the university, then we’re
the gene that has to be its engine ... I think
that we have a really important mission to
maintain, to keep that important distinctive quality about this university not only
alive, but [also to] keep heightening it. And I
happen to believe the need for that is more
pronounced today than ever before because
I do think that some of the most important
issues we face as a country and in the world
have to do with rebuilding civil society,
rebuilding civic institutions [and] reengaging the people in their communities.
TD: What changes or developments would
you like to see in Tisch College?
AS: I’m exceedingly proud of what Tisch has
accomplished. I think that founding Dean
Rob Hollister, Nancy Wilson, who has been
the dean for the last couple years and the
board of advisors have really established a
solid foundation. But I think my job is now to
take that to the next level.
I’d like to see us deepen our research
agenda — we have a very strong research
component, CIRCLE [The Center for
Information & Research on Civic Learning
and Engagement]. It’s really done some
cutting edge work ... [for example,] graduate of Tufts, Jonathan Greenblatt, who’s
now in charge of the Office of Social
Innovation [and Civic Participation] at the
White House, was telling me how the White
House has used some of the research and
the work that’s been done by our researchers here at Tisch ... to actually inform policy.
So that’s a good example of how we’re having some national impact, and I want to try
to strengthen that.
I’d like to strengthen our relationship
with all of the schools and the faculty, and

I hope to be able to, with my colleagues
here and our stakeholders across the university, think bold things and aspire to
really grow Tisch and make it even more
important than it is now.
TD: Could you speak to some of the research
currently in progress, like the video game
Civic Seed?
AS: We have all these students who are
doing work in the local communities and,
for that matter in other communities, who
we are getting civically engaged. We want
to send our students out into communities as well prepared as possible with the
skills necessary to actually have an impact
and to take advantage of the experiences
they’re having. It’s a requirement for the
[Tufts University School of Medicine] that
every medical school student [completes]
fifty hours of community service in order
to graduate. There are programs that are
similar in [Cummings School of Veterinary
Medicine] and the [School of Dental
Medicine]. We want the students having
these experiences to be able to get the
maximum benefit, and we want to make
sure that they are able to be maximally
effective. Civic Seed is an interactive game
that is intended to help students develop
the skills and sensitivity they need to do
that kind of community work.
TD: What aspects of the Tisch College do you
believe have been particularly successful?
AS: I think one of our successes is [our]
work with faculty across the university
and all the schools to try to integrate into
the educational and academic experience — building skills and awareness
about the importance of civic engagement and active citizenship and to support scholarship.
We give people opportunities to
apply that in the real world, both on the
research side and on the service side.
I think that that’s something Tisch has
been successful at, and I hope we can
build upon that.

Anastasia Korolov | Back to the Present

Not a
prop

T

he last guy I dated was very... nice.
Extremely nice. He wanted to help
everyone. To the point where he’d
actually start crying if he couldn’t.
There’s nothing wrong with being
frustrated over not being able to help
someone. I can understand that. He just
cared a lot. But it’s kind of hard to deal
with when you tell the person you’re
dating that you’re just upset because
you’re having a bad day, and they start
crying because they can’t cheer you up.
It’s frustrating to have to put your own
bad feelings aside and cheer someone
up because they’re upset that they can’t
help you feel better.
Although, to be fair, in a way it did
work. I stopped focusing on what was
making me sad and started focusing on
cheering him up instead.
I spent a lot of time in that relationship focusing on him. I was worried
about being emotionally distant, the
way I had been in past relationships. So I
tried harder, focusing on his feelings and
making sure he was okay, to the point
where I would neglect my own.
This is where it gets tricky. I’m not
a psychologist; I’m a college student.
Everything I know about relationships
has come from my own experience and
my mother’s advice. She went to marriage
counseling for a while and would tell me
all the tricks she learned. Her marriage
didn’t work out, but it wasn’t her fault.
It’s important to focus on the other
person in a relationship, obviously.
To be aware of their moods and what
they’re feeling. But I’m pretty sure it’s
not healthy to focus on them to the point
where you neglect yourself. And it’s definitely not healthy to be pressured into
that position.
There’s this idea of women as nurturers, and that’s fine. Some women are
nurturing. Hey, some men are nurturing, too. But I don’t like being forced
into the role of the emotionally responsible one, being forced to take care of
others before myself.
My ex was the youngest of eight children, in an upper-middle class family.
He had always been taken care of by his
parents, so his actions struck me as simply selfishness at the time. After dating
for a while, I thought he was incapable of
seeing me as a person who has bad days,
instead of as just a problem to be fixed.
Occasionally, after reading around
online or hearing stories from women,
I realize this is something that a lot of
women face. The notion that we aren’t
real people, just a prop in someone
else’s story. The romantic interest, or the
antagonist, or just one of many random
supporting characters.
While I think a lot of this stems from
a long history of misogyny, I realize part
of it probably comes from our imprisonment inside our own heads. We can’t
ever know someone else the way we
know ourselves, and I’m sure for some
that makes it hard to properly relate to
others, regardless of gender.
But I do see this kind of thing happening to women more often. The same
way it’s easier for women to write male
characters than men to write female
characters, it’s harder for men to see the
women around them as complex entities.
I don’t know how to fix this problem,
although I’m sure more realistic women
in media would help. More female protagonists on television and in films. More
stories given to them. And, of course,
being aware helps as well.
I do have one thing to thank my ex
for, though. I never would have noticed
these problems if it hadn’t been for him.

Anastasia Korolov is freshman who has not
declared a major. She can be reached at
Anastasia.Trombly@tufts.edu.
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Movie Review

Dani Bennett | Scenes From Spain

Spanish
Gastronomy

W
Courtesy Warner Bros. Pictures

‘The Lego Movie’ brings together characters from different universes to create uniquely humorous situations.

‘The Lego Movie’ refreshing, whimsical
by

Kumar Ramanathan
Contributing Writer

Movies have been used to sell toys
since “Star Wars: Episode IV” (1977)
hit movie theatres. Making movies

The Lego Movie
Directed by Phil Lord
Starring Will Arnett, Elizabeth Banks,
Craig Berry, Alison Brie
about toys in order to sell more toys
has been increasingly popular with
the releases of “Toy Story” (1995) and
“Transformers” (2007). The result of
this trend has been corporate, forgettable and bland summer blockbusters, and “The Lego Movie” sounds like
it ought to be the ultimate embodiment of that. But instead, in an early

February release, “The Lego Movie”
is a surprisingly funny, poignant and
entertainingly nostalgic kids’ film.
The film adaptation of the legendary
Danish toy franchise follows everyman
Emmet (Chris Pratt) — the most boring
inhabitant of the Lego universe. Emmet
accidentally stumbles on a strange red
brick which turns out to be the infamous
Piece of Resistance. The evil President
Business (Will Ferrell) and his righthand man Bad Cop (Liam Neeson) —
mistaking his dullness for a disguise —
think that Emmet, by finding the brick,
is the prophesized “Special.” They try to
take him into custody but he is rescued
by Wyldstyle (Elizabeth Banks), a core
member of the resistance movement
who believes the Piece of Resistance
is key to ending President Business’
plan to glue the entire Lego world in
place. This, of course, would end creativity forever. Emmet and Wyldstyle’s

Gallery Review

‘Seeing Glacial Time’ vividly
captures climate change
by

Drew Robertson

Daily Editorial Board

Walk into the upper level of Tufts
University Art Gallery this spring and
you might catch a chill. Displayed in
the Tisch Family Gallery, “Seeing Glacial
Time: Climate Change in the Arctic” is
a special exhibition which uses art to
explore the effects of climate change
on the Arctic. A blue and white space,
bedecked with images of snowy peaks
and dusted in some corners with a
light sprinkling of glitter, “Seeing Glacial
Time” may at first create for visitors the
impression of entering a winter wonderland. Yet the impression of glacial
and climate changes that the exhibition
offers is anything but romanticized.

Introductory materials in the gallery reference “An Inconvenient Truth”
(2006) as one of the first attempts
to educate the public about climate
change and environmental issues
by telling a story, and the movie is
one source of inspiration for the
exhibition. “Seeing Glacial Change”
takes up the gauntlet with the help
of eight artists featured in the show:
Subhankar Banerjee, Olaf Otto Becker,
Resa Blatman, Diane Burko, Caleb
Cain Marcus, Gilles Mingasson, Joan
Perlman and Camille Seaman. The
combination of these artists’ works
is a blend of photography, paintings,
3D sculptures and a video installation
see ARCTIC, page 6

gang includes an egotistical Batman
(Will Arnett), a wizard-mentor-figure
(Morgan Freeman) and that generic
space guy that every Lego kid remembers (Charlie Day).
The film is written and directed by
Phil Lord and Chris Miller — their third
feature after “Cloudy with a Chance of
Meatballs” (2009) and “21 Jump Street”
(2012). They stock the film with their
characteristic pop culture references
and self-aware humor, fused with a
kids-fantasy style of inventing random
names and seguing from genre to genre
in a manner that befits the Lego world.
While their humor is as sprightly as
ever, the film sometimes uses references that fly over kids’ heads and fail
to amuse their parents. But by the second half, Lord and Miller establish their
characters — even Batman — strongly
see LEGO, page 6

Album Review

‘Broken Bells’
album fails to
chime just right
by

Chris Garcia

Daily Staff Writer

Broken Bells — the group composed
of The Shins singer, James Mercer, and
producer extraordinaire Brian Burton

After the Disco
Broken Bells
Columbia
(better known as Danger Mouse) — has
released an album that feels a lot like a
guest who has overstayed his welcome.
At first you enjoy his company, perhaps catch up on what you might have
missed since you last saw each other.
But then, the longer he stays, you realize why you don’t really see each other
much anymore. Like the hypothetical
guest, Broken Bells’ latest effort sounds
great at first, but as you keep listening,
there is less and less to enjoy.
There are definite high points in “After
The Disco,” but they are stacked toward
the front end of the album. In fact, only
the first three songs are really worth
listening to. These beginning tracks are
pounding numbers, injected with a bit
of life and soul. They carry a certain
dance floor swagger which makes you
want to sway your head as you listen.
But by the time the three songs run
their course, the album fails to go in any
new or interesting direction. The beat
slows down for a while as the thumping

Courtesy of Tufts Art Gallery

Contemporary artists use real-time photography to showcase Arctic transformation.

see BROKEN, page 6

hat does vegetarian even
mean, really? What’s a little
piece of meat, though? Who
doesn’t like jamón?
I believe this may be the thought process behind all Spanish dishes. The many
vegetable-consuming Americans who study
in Madrid have asked for the so-called vegetarian salad or the vegetarian sandwich have
been pleasantly (if they eat fish) and not-sopleasantly (if they’re vegan) surprised by the
atún (tuna) that they find after sifting through
the entrée. To the Spanish, it appears that
meat is a key ingredient in their diet and a
crucial part of their gastronomical culture. A
typical sandwich consists of bread (a small
baguette), ham and any light cheese of the
day. Nothing more. Nothing less.
This is not to criticize the people of Spain
in any way; rather, I admire their dining culture. In talking with a Spaniard recently over
dinner, the very topic about which I am writing emerged. In Spanish, he stated, “I just
couldn’t imagine a day without eating meat.
It’s part of the Spanish food culture.” I wonder:
what is it about chicken, beef, pork, or, most
importantly, Spanish ham, that has made it all
become so integrated in the Spanish gastronomy? What would a true Spaniard say to the
“Meatless Mondays” we developed at Tufts?
What would he or she say upon discovering
the wide selection of vegan and vegetarian
options that, in many cases, overpower the
main dishes?
The amount of meat consumption in Spain
is followed closely by the amount of fish and
poultry consumption — and for good reason.
With a propensity for interesting fishes, such
as gulas (mini-eels), Spaniards have proven
that their proximity to the ocean is unquestionably in their favor.
Not only does it appear that the Spanish
do not limit their total meat consumption,
but the churro culture is unparalleled. If you
have never had a churro, imagine taking a
bite of crispy happiness. That is a churro. On
any given night, the famous churro joints,
including San Gin豠and Chocolater쟠Valor, are
always filled with Madrilenians who take in
the golden-brown deliciousness that can be
dipped in smooth chocolate or consumed
alone. They seem to understand that a good
churro can brighten anyone’s day. Seemingly
unhealthy? Probably. But undeniably healthy
for the soul.
Interestingly enough, these late-night eating habits, including copious amounts of
wine, ham and cheese with some form of carbohydrate, do not lead to an obesity problem.
Rather, the Spanish manage to do all of these
activities in moderation, with regular (usually
smaller) portions and all of the walking exercise that one needs. Tapas in Spain are smaller
dishes usually consisting of some kind of
meat or fish and that are accompanied by a
caña (a small beer). The Spanish have even
created a verb “tapear,” which refers to hanging out with friends and eating tapas. So even
with meat, fish, poultry and churros abound,
everything is in moderation, so as to have a
little bit of satisfaction everyday. Maybe we
can learn a thing or two from the unique
Spanish gastronomy?
This is just to say: From a Spaniard
I have eaten
the beef
that was on
your plate
and which
you probably
mistook
for a mushroom
Forgive me
it was delicious,
Tan jugosa
Y caliente.

Dani Bennett is a junior who is majoring in English and spending this semester
abroad in Spain. She can be reached at
Danielle.Bennett@tufts.edu.
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Eight artists help visualize
sacred, changing landscape
ARCTIC

continued from page 5

that chronicles changes in the
Arctic.
Prime examples of this,
Becker’s photographs are
paired to give contrasting
views of identical locations
photographed approximately a
decade apart. These before and
after shots are perhaps the most
pronounced and an empirical
way in which the show articulates the immutable effects of
climate change. Surprisingly,
however, while some pairs
show dramatic changes, others
show remarkably little variation. This result is complicated
— a choice to portray both
Arctic change and stability
rather than cherry-pick sensationalist shots for shock value.
This refreshing take persists
throughout “Seeing Glacial
Time,” an exhibition dedicated
to offering visitors material as
complex and thought-provoking as it is beautiful. The work
of Marcus, a photographer who
uses low-horizon photographs
to capture his landscapes, provides an interpretation of the
Arctic as immense and eternal.
In sharp contrast, the photographs by Seaman show both
icebergs and glaciers captured
from a distance and under
stormy conditions. Seaman’s
icebergs — which the artist
likens to an endangered species — therefore most often
appear surprisingly vulnerable: small white crests alone
in a sea of indigo or dark turquoise. The fact that the works
of these two artists are displayed not only in the same
show but also directly across
from one another in the gal-

lery is a testament to the range
of perspectives that “Seeing
Glacial Time” includes.
A must-see of the exhibition,
Perlman’s 10-minute video
installation shows a meditative and thoughtful view of
the glacial change in motion.
Before the audience’s eyes,
the icy remnants of an iceberg change, rocking with the
swells of the ocean. Through
capturing these changes on
screen, Perlman succeeds in
giving an impression of the ice
structures as being strikingly
mobile — even eerily alive.
“Seeing Glacial Time” is a
thought-provoking and beautiful exhibition well worth
a visit. The show provides a
collection of compelling and
diverse experiences with the
Arctic as captured by eight artists’ unique perspectives. One
helpful tip for visitors: take
advantage of the magnifying
glasses provided by the gallery: they can aid in seeing
some intricate details that
should not be missed.
For those interested in
learning more, featured artist Burko will give a keynote address entitled “Polar
Investigations” on April 3 and
special walkthroughs of the
exhibition will occur on Feb.
26, March 9 and April 9. Some
events may require visitors to
RSVP. “Seeing Glacial Change”
opened for general admission
on Jan. 30 and will remain
at Tufts until May 18. During
the semester, the gallery is
open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on Tuesday through Sunday,
and from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. on
Thursdays. Admission is free,
with a suggested $3 donation.

MSG via Flickr Creative Commons

Broken Bells features James Mercer of The Shins and Danger Mouse of Gnarls Barkley.

Collaboration between two great artists
yields adequate sophomore album
BROKEN

continued from page 5

disco-influenced sounds make
way for moodier and more contemplative pieces. Mercer does
a good enough job singing in
these songs — he is a great singer
when it comes to the slow and
moody — however, the production that Danger Mouse seems to
put into the piece leaves a lot to
be desired. There is no real freshness to any of them.
The worst offender of the
bunch is “The Angel and The
Fool,” which combines Mercer’s
typical somber voice with a
female vocalist. A tired string
section tries to add a sort of
spacey form of classical vibes
to the song, but really only succeeds in being boring. Much of

Expert storytelling, playful humor
make ‘The Lego Movie’ a success
LEGO

continued from page 5

enough to create a compelling story in
their own right.
A Lego movie is probably the only
setting where Gandalf, Batman and
Shaquille O’Neal will share witty banter
— and Miller and Lord skillfully exploit
those opportunities without letting the
interactions take over the plot of the film.
The tongue-in-cheek style gives the film a
sense that Miller, Lord and the audience
are sitting in front of a giant Lego set,
playing to our heart’s delight.
The only rules that apply in the film are
the physical rules of the Lego universe —
even waves in the ocean are constructed
out of Lego pieces — albeit 3D digital
ones. The film’s remarkable success lies in
the ability to blend this style with genuine
storytelling — all the more surprising in a
film whose official title actually includes
the registered trademark logo.
Thankfully, Lord and Miller actively
defy the idea that Legos are collectors’
items. This is a film that insists on the
original purpose of Legos: to let children
build — and play in — their own worlds.
As its story unfolds and pop culture references fade, we’re left with a film that
really is about toys. Like a wackier, but

more forgettable cousin to “Toy Story,”
“The Lego Movie” urges us to remember
that toys were made to play, to imagine
and to break rules.
Miller and Lord stop short of being
radical in their storytelling. The villain
might be called President Business and
the story might be surprisingly anticorporate, but ultimately there are still
plenty of instances of unambiguous
product placement. Delving into the
spirit of Lego, the film also perpetuates
gendered stereotypes about toys. There
is an offending moment of misogyny
at the very end of the film that almost
ruins the heart of message of “The Lego
Movie.” We should let kids’ imaginations
run wild with their toys, the film says,
but it sadly doesn’t dare to suggest that
boys and girls might play with the same
toys in the similar ways.
For all the roughness around the
edges, “The Lego Movie” is a refreshing and welcome film. It is rare to
see such a huge franchise film defy
its trappings and produce something
worthy of its beloved source material,
but Lord and Miller come through
with a poignant story that captures
why so many of us fell in love with
Legos in the first place.

Courtesy Warner Bros. Pictures

Main character Emmet is blatantly ordinary, but mistaken for being the ‘Special.’

the album endeavors to incorporate some form of outer space
or sci-fi texture, but instead of
coming off as futuristic, the band
ends up sounding out of touch
and unfocused.
Both musicians seem like fish
out of water. Mercer used to
have the ability to use his unique
voice to carry understated, softspoken tracks in The Shins, and
Danger Mouse has been able
to work with a large variety of
musicians to polish their sound
into forward-thinking music.
The spark between the two that
made Broken Bells’ eponymous
first album worth listening to has
disappeared.
Expectations for “After the
Disco” have been high since the
release of its first two singles (which

comprise two of the three good
tracks). The band had intrigued
fans last year when they put out a
rather interesting, trippy short film
— starring Kate Mara of “House of
Cards” (2013-present) and Anton
Yelchin who appears in the new
“Star Trek” films — to accompany
the album. Yet Broken Bells has
failed to live up to listeners’ lofty
expectations. The missteps of this
album, nevertheless, can serve as
a good blueprint for the collaboration between these two great pioneers of pop. It will be interesting
to see whether the duo will collaborate again in the near future
— hopefully to make an album
which more deftly incorporates
the good elements from their first
effort, while leaving behind the
bad from “After The Disco.”
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Hiring for Fall
Student Managers

NON-PERISHABLE FOOD DRIVE
Balch Arena Theater Lobby
February 4th – 24th

The story of RENT, which deals with hunger and
homelessness, resonates with the lack of food and other
basic resources in cities and towns throughout
Massachusetts. For that reason, the “RENT Team” at Tufts is
inviting our audience members and other members of our
campus community to celebrate the spirit of RENT by
donating non-perishable food items at a designated drop
site in the Balch Arena Theater Lobby from February 4th to
24th.

SUGGESTED DONATIONS INCLUDE
 Dairy: Milk – dried, evaporated, and boxed (such as Parmalat)
 Protein: Beef stew, nuts, peanut butter, beans, and peas (dried or canned),
chili, tuna fish, chicken, salmon (canned)
 Vegetables: Tomato sauce, diced tomatoes, spaghetti sauce, vegetables
(canned), tomato juice
 Fruit: Raisins and other dried fruit, applesauce, any canned fruit in its own
juice
 Grains: Crackers, oatmeal, whole grain rice, all types of pasta, ready to eat
low sugar/high fiber cereal (such as Cheerios or Raisin Bran)
Unfortunately, we cannot accept donations of baby food or pet food
The Greater Boston Food Bank (GBFB) is the largest hungerrelief organization in New England. In 2012, it distributed
almost 41 million pounds of food, enough to provide healthy
meals to as many as 545,000 people in Eastern Massachusetts.

Thank you for your support!
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JOIN STUDENT GOVERNMENT!

Vacancies:
Two TCU Judiciary Seats

COME TO THE GIM
TONIGHT!
Where: Campus Center 205
When: TONIGHT
February 12 @ 9:00 PM

Don’t forget to vote!

THURS 2/20

@ ecom.tufts.edu/vote

ECOM

@tufts.edu

twitter.com/

TuftsECOM

ecom.tufts.edu/

calendar
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editorial

Students should push Tufts, MBTA for U-Pass
On the Tufts’ admissions website
there is a full section listing why Boston
is a premier college town, which gives
prospective students the impression
that Boston is accessible from Tufts.
For a university that emphasizes how
close its undergraduate campus is to
Boston, the city really is not as accessible as it would seem. The Tufts Transit
Coalition ( TTC), a student-run group
that aims to improve transportation
options for the community, is advocating for a change: a free, unlimited T
pass for Boston-area undergraduates.
Convenient, affordable transportation
options to Boston from the Hill are
lacking. Even with the Joey making
Davis Square more accessible, making
the trip into the city can be cost prohibitive.
The TTC-proposal for a university pass (U-Pass) would attempt to
resolve that problem. While Tufts
administrators acknowledge students
would benefit from easier access to
Boston, they are hesitant to settle

on the U-Pass. Yet the university has
suggested no better option. Why the
university is dragging its feet on a proposal that could dramatically increase
the quality of life for so many students
is baffling. Not only would the U-Pass
enable a wider swath of the student
body to work and intern downtown,
but it would also fulfill the promise
the university has made to attract
applicants.
In addition, there are certain majors,
like Community Health, and minors,
like Communication Studies, that
strongly encourage students to take
on internships. While these suggestions are well intended, they often lead
to students working unpaid internships and having to pay for their own
transportation out of pocket. For a
three-day-a-week internship, students
commuting on the T could have to
pay upwards of $120 a semester. That’s
just a commute to work, and does not
include personal expenditures into the
city’s parks, museums and nightlife.

In previous years, and among different
departments, faculty have found ways to
help fund transportation to internship
sites. The Tisch College of Public Service,
for example, has given students in previous years individual CharlieTickets for
each leg of their commute on the T. But
this piecemeal approach, where some
students can find funding while others
are left in the lurch, is problematic. If
departments are willing to give credit for
internships, helping to defray the cost
should not be seen as a bonus. It should
be seen as a necessity.
The university should not perceive
the U-Pass as the be-all end-all to helping students with the more practical
portions of their educations. And the
MBTA has its own implimentation problems. This is only the beginning of what
looks to be a long process. But when it
comes to offering students something
that will help them both gain work
experience and help them experience
what Boston has to offer, there is no
better start than the U-Pass.

benjamin boventer
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Michael Sam, an All-American defensive lineman from the University of
Missouri, came out on Sunday. In May,
he’ll almost certainly be the first openly
gay NFL draftee.
Among cynics there are those who
think he may have made his announcement to boost his falling draft stock.
(Maybe, but if you’re looking to shame
somebody for blatantly cashing in on the
post-inflection-point gay-rights movement, dial “M” for “Macklemore.”)
The attitude among the broader
sports-commentary intelligentsia —
maybe I’m extrapolating too much from
the day-after torrent of think-pieces and
tweets here — seems to be something
like, “who cares if he’s gay — I don’t and
you shouldn’t, either.”
That’s a respectable liberal line, but
I think “who cares” is the wrong tack to
take here. To argue today that nobody
should care that Michael Sam is gay isn’t
very useful because it’s clear that a lot of
people around the NFL do care. To insist
that his announcement is no big deal is to
imply that he’s not going to face considerable adversity in the pros.

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

The “no big deal” attitude is a byproduct of our erroneous tendency to hold
up high-profile institutions as places
where good inevitably triumphs over
evil. We believe that bad behavior —
homophobia, racism, etc. — occurs in
individuals, but the preponderance of
good guys within a broader system will
inevitably overshadow what “bad seeds”
may exist. In other words, we collectively accept that a few players will be
opposed to having an openly gay teammate but that a larger organization such
as the Chicago Bears or the NFL couldn’t
be anything but accommodating of gay
athletes in the end.
In practice, this belief in “goodnessin-numbers” is everywhere. A few
racially unequal laws don’t make the
justice system unjust. A few malicious
schemers don’t make the financial
industry morally bankrupt. It helps us
sleep at night.
But that line of reasoning doesn’t hold
in the case of the NFL. The problems
that have to this point kept gay athletes
closeted, or out of the league altogether,
seem to be systemic. The testosteroneaddled old guys who run the NFL, it turns
out, might not welcome gay players with
open arms.

A few Sports Illustrated stories published after Sam’s announcement quoted
12 NFL executives, all anonymous, all of
whom agreed that Sam’s sexuality would
be a “distraction” for their team.
“In the coming decade or two, it’s going to
be acceptable, but at this point in time it’s still
a man’s-man game,” one of the executives
said. “To call somebody a [gay slur] is still so
commonplace. It’d chemically imbalance an
NFL locker room and meeting room.”
Such are the attitudes around the
league. But what did you expect, really?
It would be foolish to think that the
NFL would be any more accepting of gays
than society more broadly. Certainly a
majority of guys affiliated with the NFL —
like Sam’s teammates at Mizzou — won’t
have a problem with a gay teammate or
player. But that doesn’t mean he’s going
to have it easy.
So you should care that Michael Sam
is gay. Unlike forerunner Jason Collins,
Sam’s career hasn’t begun yet. He’s got
adversity in front of him, but he’s also
got a unique chance to upend some of
our most deeply held stereotypes about
masculinity and sexuality.
You should care that Michael Sam is
gay because he has the chance to shut a
lot of people up.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 2 p.m. and
should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
All letters must be word processed and include the writer’s name and
telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must be verified.
The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy
is subject to the approval of the Editorin-Chief, Executive Board and Executive
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A political pipeline for the President

Carolina Maria Reyes | Senior
Thoughts

The university and
Greek life

by John Sandberg

The Observer

When you’re the president, an opportunity to combine good policy and good politics
is like free beer or a complimentary dessert:
You don’t pass it up.
President Obama doesn’t have a cold one
on the house or some free-of-charge cheesecake waiting on his desk today, but he does
have the Keystone XL Pipeline Project. The
question now is whether the president will
pass up the best opportunity he has seen in
years to not only sign off on a policy that will
benefit the country, but a plan that will help
him politically as well.
The Keystone XL Pipeline, the fourth and
final proposed stage of the larger Keystone
Pipeline Project, would transport crude
oil extracted from the oil sands region in
Western Canada and carry it nearly 1,200
miles to southern Nebraska, where it would
then be transported to refineries along the
Gulf Coast of Texas.
The project has the potential to create
thousands of construction jobs. Not only does
it makes sense in terms of the jobs it could create, but it would lessen America’s dependence
on foreign oil, a task that every president over
the past quarter century has shared, yet none
have really been able to execute.
Environmentalists, a key base of Obama
voters in 2008 and 2012, claim this is a makeor-break moment for the president who, just
one month into his presidency, stated his
commitment to help “save our planet from
the ravages of climate change.”
Still, last week’s State Department report
confirmed that the construction of Keystone
XL will have little-to-no effect on greenhouse
gas emissions.
Our warming planet is one of the most
serious and immediate issues with which
our generation is faced. But when it comes
to Keystone XL, the Washington Post editorial board put it best: environmentalists have
drawn “the wrong line in the wrong sand, far

O
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away from any realistic assessment of the
merits.”
Long story short: Keystone XL’s not good
for the planet, but it’s not that bad either. It
will give the country access to cheaper fuel
while doing nothing to hinder the progress
we’re making towards cleaner energy production. It will create jobs and allow the
United States to obtain oil from somewhere
other than the places where people don’t like
us very much.
In terms of sound policy, Keystone XL passes the test. In terms of smart politics, there’s no
question Keystone XL does the same. Virtually
every day since Obama took office, we have
searched near and far for an issue, any issue,
on which Democrats and Republicans could
find some common ground. Immigration?
Stalled. A budget deal? Not without a government shutdown first. Health care? Ha, good
one.
But an oil pipeline? Just maybe...
Republicans have long favored the project’s completion. Obama’s approval of
Keystone XL won’t free Washington from all
its gridlock, but it’s a start. It will at least send
a signal to the right that the president is willing to work with them on issues that they

have prioritized.
In turn, Republicans may be more willing
to work with the president who, free from
the pressures of reelection, sided with them
in the name of good policy and finally put
to rest one of the most debated issues of the
past few years.
This is to say nothing of the fact that more
than half of Americans are in favor of the
Pipeline Project, as well as many congressional Democrats. Is that the endangered
species of bipartisan agreement poking its
head out from the bushes?
If approved, Keystone XL will allow
President Obama to put his name next
to a major public works project. At a time
when many Americans are still uneasy over
Obamacare, NSA surveillance and the state
of the economy, Obama could use a positive
headline or two.
Keystone XL will create jobs and more
energy independence.
Keystone XL throws a bone to Republicans
while also allowing the president to put his
name next to a piece of major infrastructure.
Approval of Keystone XL makes policy
sense. It makes political sense. But most of
all, it makes too much sense to pass up.

Off the Hill | Johns Hopkins University

Invest your hope in something eternal
by Joshua

Kays

The Johns Hopkins News Letter

The other day, as I headed towards
some unimportant engagement, I noticed
a classmate (let’s call her “Jane”) walking
by and offered her my usual enthusiastic greeting. She looked up with puffy
eyes and an utterly exhausted sigh, and I
could tell that this was not the afternoon
for joyful gusto.
“I failed my midterm!” she blurted.
“Upset” does not do justice to her emotional state in that moment. Everything
turned out in the end, but as I consoled
her with a hug and a cup of chai tea, a
bigger issue came to light.
Before you judge, let’s be honest: we’ve
all had our moments where we overreact
to grades and the like. This particular girl
was under incredible pressure from her
parents (maybe you can identify with
that ), she was dealing with some other
stressful life events and she was hoping
to apply to medical school. Honestly,
based on what she really cared about and
hoped in, her response was somewhat
justified.
But herein lies the biggest question
(and possibly problem): where do you
invest your hope, and why? That is, to
what in your life do you devote your
emotional, mental and physical energy?
This is an essential question for all people at all times, and many of the intellectual greats of history have struggled
to answer it. Leo Tolstoy, for example,
wrestled with these kinds of questions
in his Confession: “My question — that
which at the age of fifty brought me to
the verge of suicide — was the simplest
of questions, lying in the soul of every
man a question without the answer to
which one cannot live. It was ‘What will
come of what I am doing today or tomorrow? What will come of my whole life?

Why should I live, why wish for anything,
or do anything?’ It can also be expressed
thus: Is there any meaning in my life that
the inevitable death awaiting me does
not destroy?”
But this question is not just an intellectual exercise. The answer determines
how you live, what you value and, in
turn, the source of your happiness. A
close examination of each of our lives
can point to what our hearts are set on,
maybe more than we consciously know.
To live a truly meaningful life, we should
not only know what we currently hope in,
but seek what is best to hope in.
I believe that we are prone to putting
far too much of our hope and confidence in things that ultimately leave us
empty, worn out and discouraged. If we
are to live joyful, hope-filled, meaningful lives, we should make a conscious
choice to stop trusting in the trivial
— the temporary things of this life —
and invest instead in what truly lasts.
Let’s meditate on what we trust in, the
things we devote so much of our time
to — academic success, money, creature
comforts, friendships, romantic relationships and so forth — and see if they
really meet these criteria.
For example, caring too much (like
many of us do) about grades leads us
to situations like Jane’s, where failure
causes our whole world to collapse —
or worse, where success causes us to
inwardly (or outwardly!) seek affirmation
for our intelligence or our skills relative
to our peers. This is a vicious cycle, and I
see it every finals period.
Maybe you’re not as school-obsessed,
but what about your social life? Some
of us put all our chips in this bag, trying to be the funny one, the likable one,
the independent one or, dare I say, the
hipster one. Maybe you are the partier
— you blow off the stress of the week via

the joys of Smirnoff. Maybe you’ve put all
your hope in your fun or how people view
you. But what happens if your friends
betray you? What happens when you
are the one hurting them? Where is your
joy in those moments? What happens
when you move away, and the friendships slowly wane until nothing but the
memory of them remains? That would be
utterly saddening, would it not?
In all of these things, be it relationships or school or work or success or the
girlfriend/boyfriend — when we elevate
these things beyond what they ought to
be, we set ourselves up for disappointment. Isn’t it worth considering that so
many people go through midlife crises?
Perhaps, just perhaps, it took those people 40 years of life to realize they have
hoped in the wrong things — the very
same things we invest in now.
Some people say that the solution is to
simply not put all your hope or trust in
one thing, but to spread it out between
every corner of your life — a Renaissance
man approach, if you will. But personally, I think that strategy results in an
utterly mediocre enjoyment of life. To
implement it you must constantly check
yourself to ensure you don’t trust each
object or thing or person too much, and
that guardedness leaves you cold, empty
and alone. Any joy that comes from
your life comes in small measures (the
same measure as your trust). Honestly, I
don’t think we are wired for that kind of
thinking and acting. We as people desire
closeness, affection and love. We want to
devote ourselves to something, and it’s
okay to do so — we just have to pick the
right things.
And so I ask you again: what do you
put your hope in? Will it last the test of
time? Or will it ultimately leave you worn
out, joyless and empty? Here’s hoping
you find a hope that lasts eternally.

n Monday, Feb. 3, 2014, Alexa
Horwitz reported in “Sorority
Recruitment Breaks Records” that
308 Tufts students participated in
sorority recruitment this spring in comparison to the 185 that took part in 2013, and 172
in 2012. These numbers illustrate the growth
and rising interest Greek life has seen over
recent years at Tufts.
I fully disclose I am a member of the Greek
community, and have held various leadership positions in my chapter throughout my
time at Tufts. But although I have an interest
in portraying the institution positively, and
strongly believe that sisterhood (or brotherhood) and philanthropy are worthy of lengthy
discussions as seen in Maya Blackstone’s Jan.
28 Daily article, “Greek Life Makes Gains in
Philanthropy,” as a senior member of the
Greek community, I believe it is imperative to
commence a dialogue with the University in
regards to its relationship with Greek life.
To summarize, it’s complicated. During my
time at Tufts, the Greek director has abruptly
left, at least two fraternities have been kicked
off campus, many have been on and off probation, and another was only welcomed back
after a four-year hiatus.
I don’t pretend to know the details of every
violation, or claim that Greek organizations
were victims. In most cases, I am certain justice was served. However, in light of these
situations, I do take issue with the university’s
unwillingness to openly discuss its policies
and potential reforms with Greek leaders, and
its readiness to allow these violations to color
its entire perception and portrayal of the Greek
community is disappointing.
Tufts provides prospective students and
outsiders with a distorted view of Greek life.
It postulates minimal and outdated information about Greek life to downplay its significance on campus. The Tufts admissions
website connects to the page for the Office of
Fraternity and Sorority Life, which provides
bare chapter profiles and embarrassingly fails
to cite the addition of the latest sorority, Kappa
Alpha Theta.
Despite the fact that the admissions webpage has been recently amended to state 18
percent of jumbos “go Greek,” the official
website still claims that “approximately 13
percent of undergraduate students choose to
join a chapter,” but recent figures provided by
Tufts Greek director Su McGlone, show that
approximately 22.39 percent of women on
campus are involved in sororities, and Mitch
Mosk, former Vice President of Zeta Beta Tau,
estimates that at least 21.36 percent of undergraduate men are members of fraternities.
These numbers are higher than Tufts
reports, and prove that Greek life is growing to
become a vibrant part of the Tufts community.
Yet by choosing to not properly acknowledge
the extent of Greek life, the administration
robs the community of an opportunity to
showcase its positive aspects and forfeits a
chance to productively engage with it.
I understand Tufts’ concern with portraying
itself as a school that is “too Greek.” National
media is rife with stories of Greek organizations that party excessively, haze or discriminate. This can cause harm to a university’s
reputation. Thus, Tufts may believe prospective students might feel apprehensive about
applying to a university where Greek life is a
major component of the campus culture.
But if Tufts is progressive, it will acknowledge that Greek life here does not conform
to the national stereotype, and that there is a
value in recognizing the positive contributions
of an institution that more than 1 in 5 students
choose to join. Greeks are quintessential Tufts
students: they lead the Leonard Carmichael
Society, teach ex-college courses, organize
Tisch Scholars projects, run the Boston marathon, intern on Capitol Hill and hold a wealth
of campus leadership positions. As Greek life
grows, the administration should work with it,
because Greeks are Jumbos too.
Carolina Maria Reyes is a senior majoring in international relations. She can be
reached at Carolina.Reyes@tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Beating the Norwegians at cross-country skiing.

Late Night at the Daily

Tuesday’s Solution

Jamie: “It’s a Unitarian Universalist thing. The
light of the divine is in us all. Then again, I hate
all of humanity.”
Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily

Please recycle this Daily.

by

Wiley
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Wanted
$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and give
the gift of family through California
Cryobank’s donor program.
Convenient Cambridge location.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.com
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Sports

Wanted
Looking for four tickets to “RENT”
for Saturday evening, February
15th performance. Will pay. Please
call or e-mail. Thanks. Burt Klein
(Tufts E’65) tel. 617-332-2029 or
burtonklein@gmail.com.
classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Tyler Maher | Beantown Beat

Don’t
extend
Ortiz (yet)

D
Caroline Geiling / The Tufts Daily

Junior co-captain Paige Dahlman had an impressive weekend, winning the B Division Draw at the Individual Championships.

Jumbos hope to end successful season with win at
Team Championships
WOMEN’S SQUASH
continued from back

Caroline Sawin by a score of 8-11,
11-6, 11-9, 9-11, 11-5 in a tough fivegame match.
The Jumbos’ next team competition
is in two weekends at the CSA Team
Championships, which is being held in
Princeton, N.J. The team is excited for the

opportunity to show how good they are.
“We’re ranked really high in our division for Nationals,” Cheng said. “I’m
really hoping that we can come out
strong. I think we need to improve on
keeping our focus in the game and not
giving up.”
With a successful season coming to
a close, the team now sees a victory at

the Team Championships as the ultimate goal.
“I think we’re pretty pumped,” Dahlman
said. “We would definitely like to win, and
I think that that is very possible. We do
not want to have a let down like last year,
where we made it to the finals and weren’t
quite able to pull out a win. We’re expecting good things.”

Parker, McDermott among those competing for Naismith
INSIDE NCAA

continued from back

the most prolific recruiting classes in the
country, with No. 1 overall recruit Andrew
Wiggins and top center on the ESPN 100
Joel Embiid among the field of five ESPN
100 players to be playing under head coach
Bill Self this season.
The Jayhawks, however, most recently
slipped up in overtime against Kansas St.,
85-82, in their sixth. After a slow start to the
season from Wiggins, Kansas had started
to pick up the pace with consecutive wins
against then-No. 25 Kansas St. and thenNo. 8 Iowa St. With this a second overtime
loss in as many weeks, previously losing to
Texas 81-69 on Feb. 1, Kansas may slip in
the rankings.
Perhaps topping the list of disappointments this season has been sophomore
guard Marcus Smart of Oklahoma State.
Smart, who made the controversial deci-

sion to return to college basketball despite
being almost guaranteed a top-10 NBA draft
pick, was a unanimous selection to the preseason All-American team this year. Smart’s
sky-high draft stock has taken a serious hit,
however, after Smart was suspended three
games after an incident with a fan in the
team’s loss against Texas Tech on Feb. 8.
Smart, the Cowboys’ current leader in
points and assists per game, fell out of
bounds after attempting to block a shot,
and upon getting up, exchanged words
with a fan which led to a physical altercation. Adding insult to injury, Oklahoma St.
has fallen out of the top 25 and is riding a
four-game-losing streak, meaning Smart
and his team are both failing to live up to
pre-season expectations.
Players to watch
Two players certainly making cases
for the Naismith College Player of the

Year Award are Creighton senior Doug
McDermott and Duke freshman Jabari
Parker, the respective leading scorers for
their teams. McDermott, a finalist in last
year’s Naismith voting, is second in the
country in scoring, averaging 25.3 points
per game for the No. 18 Blue Jays. The
senior forward sunk five 3-pointers in
Creighton’s demolishing of then-No. 4
Villanova, 96-68.
Parker, on the other hand, leads a No.
8 Duke team that most recently won a
resounding victory over conference-foe
Boston College. Parker led the Blue Devils
with the best performance of his rookie
campaign — a double-double with 29
points and grabbing 16 rebounds, both
game-highs. The 6’ 8”, 235-pound Parker,
who hails from Chicago, will certainly be
one of the most exciting players to watch as
the ACC and NCAA Tournaments shape up
in the upcoming weeks.

Advani only Jumbo to reach second round at championships
MEN’S SQUASH

continued from back

tion and finished 10th overall,” Advani said.
“Danyluk is just an extremely fit player and he
has great strokes too. He just has the capability
to outrun me on the court. He’s very fit.”
The other players to compete in the
Individual Championships, Schweitzer and
Lee, both bowed out in the first round of the
main draw.
Schweitzer competed alongside Advani
in the Men’s A Division. He found Williams
senior Taylor Foehl too difficult to handle and
lost in three tight games: 11-8, 11-10, 11-8.
Schweitzer regrouped to win the first
round of the consolation tournament 11-6,
11-5, 11-6 before falling to Bates freshmen
Darrius Campbell.
In his first season on the team, Lee
played mostly at No. 2 and No. 3 during the
regular season and was simply grateful to
have made it all the way to the Individual
Championships, where he won in the first
round of the consolation draw.

“Representing Tufts at the Individual
Championships was definitely a unique
experience,” Lee said. “Even though I couldn’t
win my draw, I am happy to have picked up a
win during the Individual Championships.”
For his first round match in the main draw,
Lee tried to prepare as well as he could. He
drew a familiar foe, sophomore Yuga Koda
from 23rd ranked Colby.
“I keep a simple routine before stepping into every match,” Lee said. “I pray
before each match that God would give
me the strength to play fair and to the best
of my ability. I didn’t feel much pressure
playing against Yuga [Koda] because we
knew each other from previous matches
and tournaments.”
While he was unable to win his match
against Koda, Lee came close to beating the
eventual finalist in his last game.
“I lost the final game in a tiebreak against
him, but I wasn’t too disappointed because
he played very well and made it all the way to
the finals of my draw,” Lee said.

Lee said he looks forward to playing at the
CSA Team Championships and he believes
that the Individual Championships were
good preparation.
“To be invited to play against the top players as a freshman was definitely a privilege,
as it gave me an opportunity to prepare well
before the Nationals Tournament held at
Boston this year,” Lee said.
The CSA Team Championships start
on Friday and will be held at Harvard,
where many familiar foes, including
Boston College and Northeastern, will be
playing. Both BC and Northeastern, who
have defeated Tufts earlier this year, are
seeded higher than Tufts, and the team is
looking at past losses against these teams
as motivation.
“We’re all looking forward to nationals,”
Advani said. “Both BC and Northeastern are
teams in our draw that we lost to early in the
season, so we are looking forward at getting
another shot at these teams. Hopefully we
can do better this time around.”

avid Ortiz has no problem speaking his mind, especially when he’s
not happy about his contract status. Right now, he’s not happy.
Ortiz recently stirred up some controversy when he voiced concerns about his
current contract, which is due to expire
after the season. “Big Papi” wants it
extended through 2015 and suggested that
it might be “time to move on” if he doesn’t
get what he wants. Ortiz has spoken, but
will — should — the Boston brass listen?
First, it’s important to remember how he
got that contract in the first place. The Red
Sox were quick to re-sign Ortiz following
their fiasco of a season in 2012, giving him
a two-year deal worth close to $30 million
even though he was still recovering from
a torn Achilles tendon he suffered while
rounding the bases on a home run. Yeah,
it was that kind of season for the Red Sox.
Ortiz wasn’t ready for Opening Day and
began the 2013 season on the disabled
list, but he quickly erased any doubt that
age or injuries were slowing him down.
Boston’s designated hitter hit from start to
finish last year, batting .309/.395/.564 with
30 home runs and 103 RBI in the regular
season and then dominating the postseason. Ortiz turned the ALCS around with
his Game 2 grand slam and was impossible to get out in the World Series, making
him an easy choice for MVP when Boston
vanquished St. Louis in six games.
You can’t blame him for trying to cash
in based on that performance, especially
since the Red Sox are a team with vast
financial resources. But their hefty payroll doesn’t exempt them from spending
wisely, and extending Ortiz is a risk they
don’t need to take right now.
It just doesn’t make much sense for
Boston to commit another year and more
money to Ortiz until he proves what kind
of player he is in 2014. He’s 38, an age
when decline can quicken and thus devastate. It’s also an age when players tend
to break down, to which Big Papi is susceptible after missing almost half of 2012
and the start of 2013. The best predictors
of future injuries are past injuries, so he’ll
likely miss more time in 2014.
Besides, if the Sox are going to give
anyone a contract extension in the near
future, it should be Jon Lester. The pitching ace is going to be a free agent next
winter as well and has expressed a desire
to remain with Boston. He’s even willing
to accept a hometown discount. Reward
that guy, not the aging slugger who’s
threatening to blow town if he doesn’t get
what he wants.
So far, General Manager Ben Cherington
hasn’t given in to Ortiz’s demands, but he
hasn’t rejected them, either. He might make
an offer during spring training to placate
Papi, or he could wait until summer, once
he sees where the team stands and how its
designated hitter is holding up. If both are
playing well, then extending Ortiz becomes
a much easier decision.
That’s probably his best bet. Because if
Cherington plays hardball and waits until
the offseason, he runs the risk of other
teams driving up Ortiz’s asking price and
outbidding Boston for him. Nobody wants
to see Papi playing for the Yankees next
year because they made him an offer he
couldn’t refuse.
The Red Sox have all season to negotiate with Ortiz, so they shouldn’t rush to
extend him now. Instead, they should be
focused on spring training and getting
ready to defend their title.

Tyler is a junior who is majoring in economics. He can be reached at Tyler.Maher@
tufts.edu
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Men’s squash

Women’s squash

Jumbos beat Huskies,
Dahlman wins B Division
by Steven

Hefter

Daily Staff Writer

Nick Pfosi / The Tufts Daily

Sophomore Aditya Advani was the only Jumbo to make it out of the first round at the Individual
Championships, and finished the tournament 10th overall.

Tufts players compete in first
annual Individual Championships
by Jorge

Monroy-Palacio

Daily Editorial Board

After failing to win a game at the
NESCAC tournament the weekend of Jan. 31, the men’s squash
team had a chance to get back on
track against Northeastern before
its top-three players competed in
the College Squash Association
Individual Championships.
Although the team lost 5-4, it
was an important match to help
sophomore Aditya Advani, junior
Zach Schweitzer and freshman
Josh Lee prepare for the Individual
Championships.
Unlike most tournaments, the
Div. III Individual Championships
have schools send their top-three
players to compete individually,
creating a different atmosphere
from the typical team dynamic.
“Playing in an individual tournament allows me to meet new

players or catch up with players I
have played with before because
we don’t have the obligation to
stick with the team during team
matches,” Lee said.
This is the second year that the
Div. III Individual Championships
have been scheduled, but last year
the tournament was cancelled due
to a blizzard, so this was the first
time the championships was held.
Most collegiate-level squash
players have some experience
playing in individual tournaments
before coming to school, however.
“I always played individual
tournaments in India so this tournament puts me in that mindset
of playing just for myself,” Advani
said. “I cannot blame any result
on anyone but myself so it was
refreshing to play this individual
tournament.”
Advani used his prior experience well, because not only was

he the sole Tufts player to get out of
the first round, but he also reached
the finals of the second round consolation tournament.
After taking out sophomore
Caran Arora of Bates in his first
match, Advani was slated to play
against Bowdoin senior Stephan
Danyluk. Already having lost to
Danyluk twice this year, the match
gave Advani another chance at
redemption.
After a close four-game victory
in November, Danyluk beat Advani
for the second time just over a
week ago in the first round of the
NESCAC Championships. Danyluk
appears to have Advani’s number,
as he beat the Tufts No. 1 for the
third time this year.
“I played Danyluk for the third
time and lost to him for the third
time, but I did decent in consolasee MEN’S SQUASH, page 11

After a difficult NESCAC
Championships on the weekend
of Jan. 31, the 25th ranked women’s squash team was back on the
court this past Tuesday against
Northeastern. It was the team’s
second meeting with the 34th
ranked Huskies, and once again
the Jumbos won in convincing
fashion. Tufts secured wins in the
two through nine positions for an
overall 8-1 victory.
In the No. 2 position, junior
co-captain Ann Bellinger defeated her opponent in four games,
losing the first but then winning three consecutive games,
to win 5-11, 11-5, 11-8, 12-10.
In the No. 3 position, freshman
Anna Bezahler also won in four
games by a score of 11-8, 11-7,
8-11, 11-2.
The matches in the four, five,
and six positions were a bit
more lopsided, with freshman
Lynn Cheng, senior Caroline
Howe, and freshman Rowan
Rice each winning their matches in three games.
In the No. 7 position, junior
Charlotte Griffiths allowed her
opponent only five points throughout the entire match. In the eight
and nine position, sophomore
Sophie Laing and junior Rachael
Jackson also won in three games.
“They definitely had a pretty good team at the top of the
ladder,” junior co-captain Paige
Dahlman said. “Our team ended
up pulling out some really good
wins and was actually able to
capitalize on some of their weaknesses and show our strengths.”
The lone loss for the Jumbos
came in the No. 1 position from
Dahlman. She challenged her
opponent by forcing the match
to five games, but ultimately

came up short, losing by a score
of 10-12, 11-6, 11-7, 9-11, 11-6.
Dahlman, however, came back
in a big way over the weekend at the
Div. III Individual Championships
in Brunswick, Maine at Bowdoin
College. She finished first in the
B Division Draw, defeating an
impressive array of players on her
way to victory. With 16 players in
the draw, Dahlman won all four of
her matches to claim the title.
“I didn’t really know what to
expect,” Dahlman said.
On Friday night, Dahlman
defeated junior Samantha Rosado
of Mount Holyoke College 11-9,
15-13, and 11-7, securing a spot in
the quarterfinals. She then beat
junior Leah Puklin of Connecticut
College for the third time this
season by a score of 11-8, 11-7,
12-10.
In the semifinals, she defeated junior Elizabeth Brehman of
Colby College 11-9, 10-12, 11-9,
12-10 to reach the final stage
of the competition. Finally, on
Sunday morning, Dahlman won
the draw, beating Bowdoin freshman Chloe Polikoff by a score of
12-10, 9-11, 11-7, 11-9.
“The semi-finals [were] probably
[the toughest match],” Dahlman
said. “Colby’s No. 4 player kind of
surprised me. She was better than
I was expecting.”
Dahlman was one of three
Jumbos who participated in the
Individual Championships over
the weekend. Bellinger also competed in the B draw, but lost her
first round match to junior Tara
Tischio of Colby College 11-9, 11-8,
8-11, 9-11, 11-4, despite pushing
her opponent to five games.
Sophomore Paget Stanco was
the lone Tufts participant in the A
Division bracket, losing her first
round match to Williams junior
see WOMEN’S SQUASH, page 11
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Smart’s suspension, Syracuse dominance lead top stories
in Div. I basketball
by

Alex Schroeder

Daily Editorial Board

The 2014 Super Bowl may be the most
watched American sporting — no, television
— event ever, but if we’re talking about sustained interest and anticipation of non-stop
action, there is no place else to look but the
66-team field that is March Madness. Lucky
for us, the NCAA Tournament is barely over
a month away.
With the ACC and Big 10 conferences dominating the rankings, controversy plaguing
star players and improbable upsets already
coming in full force, Div. I men’s basketball is
as chaotic and unpredictable as ever. Here is
the Daily’s breakdown of the major stories in
college basketball.

Front runners
Many conferences have been critiqued
for being top-heavy and unbalanced,
which leads to teams being untested and
creates uncertainty come March. Despite
this, the ACC and Big 10 combine to boast
nine teams in the Top 25, while at the same
time several mid-major conference leaders
have also proven themselves through the
season thus far.
Syracuse leads the pack as No.1 for the
second week in a row, as the Orange are
off to their best start in school history —
not simply an aside considering the prolific
past of head coach Jim Boeheim’s powerhouse. The Orange have reached the NCAA

Tournament eight of the past 10 seasons
since their 2002-2003 championship season
with a team led by Carmelo Anthony. They
also reached the Final Four last year before
falling to Michigan.
This season, ‘Cuse looks poised to best
that performance. Led by freshman Tyler
Ennis, whom Boeheim has praised as one of
the best point guards he’s ever coached, and
leading scorer senior C.J. Fair, who put up a
career-high 28 points in a thrilling overtime
victory at Duke, Syracuse has proven itself
worthy of the top spot thus far. With wins
over then-No. 8 Villanova, Pittsburgh, UNC
and Baylor, Syracuse has settled into the ACC
nicely after the conference restructuring.
Also near the top are the No. 3 Florida
Gators, who have reached their ranking with
an impressive defensive focus. Through the
past eight games, Florida’s opponents have
averaged just over 60 points a game, and
even better, they’ve only shot a combined 45
percent from the floor.
From the Missouri Valley Conference, the
Wichita St. Shockers, who made the Final
Four last year as a No. 9 seed, sit behind
Florida at No. 4 in the country. The 25-0
Shockers, despite not having beaten a ranked
opponent yet, are the only other undefeated
team in the nation along with Syracuse.
Midseason letdowns
The No. 7 Kansas Jayhawks feature one of
see INSIDE NCAA, page 11
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Creighton senior Doug McDermott is having his best season of his college career, averaging
a career-high 25.3 PPG, good for second in the nation.

