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Students launch Tufts
Vegetarian Society
by Gabriella Zoia
Assistant News Editor

First-year students Dana
Horowitz
and
Jennifer
Sitiaev have been working
to create an officially recognized Vegetarian Society, a
student group dedicated to
generating dialogue on campus about vegetarianism and
veganism and fostering a
community for vegetarian and

access to resources. They have
already hosted a general interest meeting and planned several events, including a vegetarian Thanksgiving, according to
Horowitz.
“Roughly 30-35 people were
there,” she said. “As a campus
representative for PETA, I receive
$500 per month that I have used
to invest in the club.”
The group also hosted a Pay
for View to spread awareness, in

get more involved in the club,”
she said.
The e-board has also been
meeting with Julie Lampie,
nutrition and marketing specialist for Tufts Dining Services,
to implement more vegan foods
in Carmichael and DewickMacPhie Dining Centers, such
as vegan cream cheese and
vegan noodles.
Currently in the process
of gaining Tufts Community

Elyssa Harris / The Tufts Daily

Students of new Tufts Vegetarian Society organize a screening of “Cowspiracy” on Feb. 19. Participants in
the event watch the hour and a half film about the consequences of the meat and dairy industries.
vegan students.
“Our goal is to be a community of vegetarians/vegans
in a meat-dominated society,”
Horowitz told the Daily in an
email. “We want to provide
film screenings, discussion
groups and vegan food events
throughout the semester.”
As co-presidents of the group,
Horowitz and Sitiaev have been
working with Director of the Office
for Campus Life Joe Golia since
last semester to gain temporary

which they tabled at the Mayer
Campus Center and paid students to stop and watch a movie
about animal agriculture.
Other events have included a
film screening of “Cowspiracy”
(2014) and a vegan hot chocolate giveaway at the Campus
Center. The group has more
programming in the works,
according to Horowitz.
“People [who have attended
our events so far] have seemed
very interested and wanted to

Union recognition, the Tufts
Vegetarian Society hopes to
attract more members and
become even more active
on campus, according to
Horowitz.
“Once we find a group of
core committed members, we
expect it to take off from there
in the future,” she said. “There
are a lot of people [at Tufts]
that are interested in learning
about vegetarianism or have
been practicing for years.”

Alumna explores Wonder
Woman's suffragist backstory
by Arin Kerstein
Assistant News Editor

Award-winning author Jill
Lepore ( J ’87) delivered a
guest lecture about her New
York Times bestselling book,
The Secret History of Wonder
Woman (2014), in the Sunny
M. Breed Memorial Hall yesterday, Feb. 25 at 4:30 p.m. The
event was hosted by the Office
of the Provost, the American
Studies Program and the
Departments
of
History,
Psychology and Women’s
Gender and Sexuality Studies.
Lepore, a history professor
at Harvard University, com-
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mented that while uncovering
the history behind the comic
character, she found it “hilarious to find out that it actually revolved around Tufts and
Harvard.”
She explained that throughout her research, she tried
to focus in on the deceivingly simple question of the
true identity behind Wonder
Woman.
“Superman is clearly derived
from science fiction, while
Batman is clearly derived from
detective fiction,” she said.
“These comic book heroes
have obvious antecedents, but
where does Wonder Woman

come from?”
Lepore delved back in time,
investigating the superheroine’s creator William Moulton
Marston’s life events in conjunction with the women’s suffrage movement in the 1910s
and Wonder Woman’s debut in
1942.
While she may look like a
standard “1940s pin-up girl,”
Wonder Woman is actually the pinnacle of a suffragist, Lepore said. She explained
that Wonder Woman, through
her stories, fought for campaigns similar to equal pay
see WONDER WOMAN, page 2
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For second year, 'It
Happens Here' at Tufts
by Stephanie Haven
News Editor

Before a packed Cohen
Auditorium, more than 30 sexual assault survivors shared
their stories last night during
the second annual iteration of
“It Happens Here” at Tufts.
Since
two
Middlebury
College students created “It
Happens Here” in 2011, an
increasing number of colleges
nationwide have hosted the
forum, through which those
who have faced sexual violence
can disclose their account
firsthand or submit a story for
another student to read on
stage. Tufts hosted its first “It
Happens Here” last April for a
similarly crowded event.
While an hour shorter than
last 2014’s “It Happens Here,”
last night’s event provided an
uninterrupted platform for
survivors to talk through different components of their
experience facing sexual violence. Audience members were
instructed not to applaud.
Highlighting the lasting
impact of rape and sexual
assault on a person’s life, many
students voiced the difficulties
they face following the incident
— of identifying nonconsensual sexual activity as sexual violence, and of the long, tumultuous process of figuring out
how to heal from that trauma.

Confirmed by statistics
about sexual violence, similar
narratives
resonated
among many of the speaker’s
accounts.
For example, several students spoke about an experience with sexual violence during their first year at Tufts.
Studies have demonstrated
that college women are at
higher risk for sexual assault
during the period of time from
their arrival at college to that
of their first Thanksgiving
break — the so-called “red
zone,” according to NPR.
Many also talked about
knowing the individual who
committed the rape or sexual
assault. Some shared details of
abusive relationships in which
they said their abuser sexually
assaulted them. Others discussed either short- or longterm relationships that had
been consensual until the incident of sexual violence. These
narratives are also consistent
with a swath of research that
has indicated most victims of
sexual violence know the perpetrator.
A few students discussed
sexual violence affiliated with
Tufts fraternities. From sexual
assaults in fraternity parties to
those perpetrated by fraternity
men (or both), the students’
see IT HAPPENS HERE, page 2

Pan Asian Council holds
leadership workshop
by Gabriella Zoia
Assistant News Editor

Last month, Asian cultural
and political associations on
campus came together for a
strategic meeting to discuss
the efficiency and success of
their executive board structures in achieving their stated
goals and missions.
The Hong Kong Student
Association (HKSA), the Tufts
Association of South Asians
( TASA) and the American
Asian Alliance (AAA) were
among the groups that
attended the meeting, which
was hosted by the Pan Asian
Council (PAC).
“PAC is a group that currently consists of leaders from multiple cultural groups on campus,” Dennis Chen, a senior
and council member, told the
Daily in an email. “We meet
once a month to discuss certain issues as well as try to
form a more cohesive group
overall.”
Chen explained that the
retreat gave the attending
groups the chance to revise
their often outdated executive
board structures.

“The purpose of the PAC
workshop was to give an
opportunity to the clubs to
review how their club works
and evaluate the club’s functions,” he said. “The workshop consisted of reviewing
club constitutions/missions/
goals, club structures, leadership models and how PAC can
work effectively.”
Council member Betty Fong,
a sophomore, said that between
30 to 40 people were present at
the meeting, which was structured with two goals in mind.
“[ The first goal was] to
look over existing constitutions and mission statements
… [the second goal was] to
look at the structure of the
e-board — the officer positions offered and the maximum effectiveness of the current structure that e-boards
have,” Fong said.
The meeting also tackled
issues of inclusion and the
question of large e-boards,
Fong added. Groups formed
small break-out sessions during the second part of the
meeting to discuss these topsee PAN ASIAN, page 2
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‘It Happens Here’ continues to battle rape culture on campus
IT HAPPENS HERE
continued from page 1

experiences have also been reflected in statistics about campus sexual
assault. Some studies have suggested
that those who belong to a fraternity
are three times more likely to commit
sexual assault than college men not
involved in a men’s-only Greek life
organization.
Although most of the speakers
were female, there was gender diversity among those who shared a story.
Members of the steering commit-

tee, who organized the event, distinguished themselves by wearing a yellow flower.
Following “It Happens Here,” the
Interfaith Center invited students to
partake of an assortment of comfort
foods provided in the building or speak
with chaplaincy members during their
extended office hours last night. Sexual
Misconduct Resource Specialist Nandi
Bynoe (A ’09), who took the post at
Tufts earlier in the academic year, also
made herself available to students who
needed to talk after last night’s event.

Tufts’ first “It Happens Here” event
last year brought the founder of
the blog “Raped at Tufts,” Wagatwe
Wanjuki, back to campus for a keynote address. Wanjuki, who is herself
a survivor of campus sexual assault at
Tufts, was nominated for — but not
awarded — an honorary degree this
year, six years after she was expelled.
Wanjuki has become a national activist since leaving Tufts, testifying before
Congress and appearing on television
shows such as “The Daily Show” (1996
– present) with Jon Stewart.

Tufts has a storied history handling
campus sexual assault. Most recently,
the U.S. Department of Education’s
Office of Civil Rights found the university in violation of Title IX, the federal
law that bans gender discrimination on
campus. In response, hundreds of students last year protested how the university has structured its sexual assault
policy and interaction with survivors.
The Daily has heeded an “It Happens
Here” organizer’s request not to quote
the speakers or paraphrase individual’s
stories in order to maintain their privacy.

Lepore delivers guest lecture on ‘The Secret History of Wonder Woman’

WONDER WOMAN
continued from page 1

and birth control rights.
During Marston’s first year at Harvard
University, British militant and suffragist Emmeline Pankhurst was invited to
campus by the Harvard Men’s League for
Woman Suffrage. She spoke in Harvard
Square after being forbidden by the
Harvard administration to speak on
campus.
“What Marston saw was the most violent political activism since the fight to
end slavery,” Lepore explained in regard
to the protests in response to the incident with Pankhurst.
Other aspects of Marston’s Harvard
education are also reflected through
Wonder Woman comics, Lepore
explained, noting the similarities
between the Harvard psychology lab
and Dr. Psycho, Wonder Woman’s
nemesis.
Later, while teaching at Tufts, Marston
fell in love with one of his students,
Olive Byrne ( J ’27), daughter of Ethyl
Byrne and niece of Margaret Sanger,
co-founders of the birth control movement. Lepore explained that Byrne was
an “extraordinary radical,” and acted as
the supplier of birth control on campus
during her time at Jackson.
Lepore explained that Wonder
Woman’s behavior can be seen in these
early suffragists.
“She’s always doing what Emmeline
Pankhurst did,” Lepore noted. “Climbing
over walls to try to get an education, to
gain the right to vote.”
According to Lepore, Wonder Woman
was the most controversial character of
the 1940s, constantly being chained,
tied or dragged in almost every story.
She said the imagery mirrored the constant role of chains in the women’s suffrage movement, noting that Marston

Jon garcia / the tufts daily

Tufts Alumna Jill Lepore lectures on the significance of Wonder Woman on Feb. 25, 2015.
might have chosen cartoonist Harry
G. Peter as the first artist for the comic
because of his role as a suffrage cartoonist.
“I have to tie her up all the time,” she
said, paraphrasing Marston. “She’s an allegory for the struggle for women’s might …
She needs to emancipate herself.”
Lepore explained that Wonder
Woman used her powers of logic,

extracting truth and beauty to serve as
a positive female role model, a character that fought fascism at her time of
introduction.
“She was specifically designed to
counter the critics,” Lepore said.
Lepore quoted Marston as saying,
“Wonder Woman is psychological propaganda for the new type of woman
who should, I believe, rule the world.”

Marston, one of the creators of the first
lie detector test, himself is reflected
in Wonder Woman through her lasso,
which forces captives to speak the truth,
she explained.
“[Marston’s] really willing to do about
anything to bring his psychological
theories about women to the world,”
Lepore said.
According to Lepore, Wonder
Woman also reflects elements of several different women: Marston’s wife
Elizabeth Holloway Marston, Sanger
and especially Byrne, with whom
Wonder Woman shared a matching
bracelet and earrings.
When Marston died in 1947, Lepore
said, Wonder Woman was constrained
throughout the 1950s with a new writer. Over time, however, Wonder Woman
continued to remain a symbol of feminine strength, especially with the legalization of contraception in 1965.
The evolution of Wonder Woman since
then has been significant, both in appearance and mission, Lepore explained. She
explained the changes, from new boots
based on an Esquire Magazine pornographic centerfold, to her role in fighting
rapists in the 1970s, to the manifestation
as a Barbie in 1999.
She noted the change to a “weaponized”
character in recent adaptations.
“She used to be essentially a pacifist,”
Lepore reflected.
Wonder Woman serves as a wonderful
“bridge” for the long distance covered since
her original conception in the events of the
1910s, Lepore noted.

Pan Asian Council leaders come together at retreat, strategize future
organizational structures
PAN ASIAN

continued from page 1

ics and other issues they faced.
“[The event was] definitely successful because all groups contributed and
came out with a better idea of what

they wanted their mission, purpose and
structure to be in the future,” Fong
said, adding that the retreat provided an important opportunity for firstyears and sophomores to learn how
to plan efficiently and solve structural

issues in group organization.
Overall, Chen described that the event
was a success.
“[ The] meeting achieved an open
forum that allowed clubs to share
issues that they were having and also

to re-establish club goals,” he said.
Given this year’s success, the PAC
is planning on following up with the
groups and is hoping to repeat the
leadership workshop next year, according to Fong.
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Students, administration seek transparent
health insurance for trans community
by Yennie Jun

Contributing Writer

Just over a year ago, Tufts’ student
health insurance plan was expanded to
cover a number of services for transgender individuals. Tufts is now one of 62 colleges and universities in the nation that
cover gender reassignment surgery, and
one of 82 that offer hormonal treatment.
According to Michelle Bowdler,
Tufts’ senior director of health and wellness service, the university switched to a
new health insurance company, United
Student Resources, which offers a
plan with nearly full transgender benefits. Bowdler said that Tufts switched
insurance companies because the new
company’s bid was lower than their previous company, Aetna.
She said that getting the benefits was a
relatively small, but positive aspect of
the deal.
“Part of the reason why it was such a
good deal was because there was a balance between a small number of people
using the benefit, but the importance
to those small amount of people is very
important,” Bowdler said.
The benefits offered by the Tufts’
health insurance policy include gender
reassignment surgery, hormones and
counselling. Surgery is covered up to
$500,000 for the time that one has the
insurance plan. According to Bowdler,
hormone refills are covered under the
pharmacy benefit, which is unlimited.
Bowdler also said that students with
Tufts insurance never have to pay more
than $2,000 out of pocket in any given
calendar year for surgery or any other

medical expenses if the student goes innetwork (it can be much higher if they use
out of network providers or hospitals).
First-year Jaquelyn Hyde, however, was dissatisfied with the accessibility
of information on the plan, describing
it as a “maze.” Hyde, who is transgender,
organized the Enough is Enough rally for
trans rights held a couple weeks ago.
According to Hyde, not only is the
information given about the plan confusing, but also the plan itself doesn’t offer
full coverage for surgeries or hormones.
According to them, when they tried to get
hormones through the insurance plan,
they were redirected to another hospital,
and ended up having to pay co-pays and
for refills out of pocket.
“It’s on them to know what the proper
procedure is to deal with students that
are going through hormonal changes,”
Hyde said.
According to Bowder, the information
from the insurance provider itself, not
health service, is hard to navigate, and
there seems to be a disconnect between
health services, the resources they offer
and the students seeking its help.
She said that it was common for students to try and tackle insurance on their
own, and to not take advantage of health
service’s role as a middle man and a
guide. According to her, the issue is with
the insurance provider’s website and how
misleading and utterly confusing it is.
“I think people confuse Health Service
being confusing and insurance being
confusing,” Bowdler said. “Insurance is a
huge and confusing institution. I beseech
students to come talk to us; we are doing
our best to encourage people to let them

Ray Bernoff / The Tufts Daily

First-year Jaquelyn Hyde takes estrogen pills as part of a hormone replacement regimen,
Feb. 17, 2015.

Ray Bernoff/The Tufts Daily

help us understand them.”
There is, however, a disconnect
between info on Health Service’s page
on LGBT services and the LGBT center’s brochure on resources for trans students at Tufts that it links to. Although the
page mentions the new transgender services, the apparently outdated brochure
still lists Aetna as the school’s insurance
provider, and says that its services do not
cover “‘trans-related’ hormone therapy/
surgeries.”
Currently, Health Service is working with
the LGBT center to bridge the gap between
the benefits offered and students’ ability to
take advantage of those benefits.
Nino Testa, the director of the LGBT
center, said that services for transgender
students will be the theme of an upcoming installment of their Qrunch series, a
lunch/conversation that brings together
students and faculty from across campus
to talk about topics that can range from
sexuality and cultural appropriation to
racism in the LGBT community.
Testa says that this Qrunch will aim
to help give students the information
they need to navigate insurance and to
take advantage of the resources offered
by health service, as well as to discuss
how to improve what is available.
“Because the plan is new, we need to
do some work with students in educating
— what the benefits are and how they can
access them,” Testa said. “There are students who don’t have a clear sense of what
is available and how they can access it.”
Like Bowdler, Testa says that students
should take advantage of the advice that
the school provides.
“A lot of students feel that they have
to do the research and start the process
themselves, despite the resources available at Tufts; they shouldn’t, though,”
Testa said. “We want students to know
that our staff is trained and ready to help.”
People from all across campus will be
present at the upcoming Qrunch, including members of Health Service, Res
Life and the athletics department, and
the event is open to all Tufts students.
Representatives from Health Service will
attempt to better explain the benefits and
resources available for students.
“I have full faith in Health Service, and
I want to work with students and Health
Service so that we have good communication,” Testa said .
Bowlder and Testa both said that they
are working on making a poster that
clarifies the process of accessing health
care related to gender surgeries and
hormones, steps students can take and
details on what exactly is covered by
insurance.
“Everyone’s needs are different.
Everyone has different interests. This
document will help students with
options,” Testa said.
The poster that is being created will be
released this week, and will soon be available to students through Health Service.
While Tufts transgender benefits are
relatively unique among other universities, and many see them as a step in the
right direction, Hyde says that improvements need to be identified and put into
place nonetheless.
“I think it’s important to recognize
that it’s not a game of comparison,” Hyde
said. “Things may always be better in one
place than in another. It’s important to do
the work no matter where you are”

Lex Erath | Sugar & Spice

Sweet
spot

A

s you may remember from last
semester, one week I was feeling uncharacteristically magnanimous and used this column
to explain one of my trademark secrets
about how to decode someone’s personality from their coffee order (patent pending). While this is probably one of the
most important life skills you can possess
(along with playing pool, driving stick
and a decent left hook), I do realize that
unlike myself, some people don’t happen
to spend all their time in coffee shops.
Fear not, my friends. There’s an equally
accurate way of decoding your friends’
true inner natures, and it’s their go-to
study spot. Skeptics, I invite you to take
an espresso shot and actually think about
it: As students, we spend more time than
anything doing work, and since one of the
only things we control about that is where
we do it, of course it’s an insight to the soul
(or lack thereof).
Group study: You’re basic, and this isn’t
the first time you’ve been called that. You
can only drag yourself to the library with the
promise of seeing your freshman year roommate, your old TDC partner and your childhood neighbor within a five-minute span.
You probably don’t get all that much done in
your marathon Sunday afternoon sessions,
but do you end up with a 3-minute Snapchat
story, so you call it even.
Reading room: You’re intense. You need
absolute silence to concentrate on your
work, and, a lá Wolverine, the claws come out
should anyone disturb your peace. You’ve
probably been called “high-strung” or “psychotic” at least twice in the last few days, and
you’re currently in the midst of quietly settling a lawsuit from last year when that one
kid just wouldn’t turn his phone off vibrate.
Ginn: You’re pretentious. You turn up your
nose at those who turn up on Thursday
nights, and you look down on the underclassmen that think Tisch is the only library
on campus. You are often found wearing
argyle grandpa sweaters and loudly discoursing on the shortcomings of modern society.
Campus center: You’re overworked. (How
do I know this? No one’s go-to study spot is
the campus center, it’s just not). You end up
studying in the Rez for easy access to caffeine, and find yourself tolerating Hotung’s
weird mood lighting just so you don’t have
to leave for dinner. You have at least three
meetings during every study session, and as
a result have a blood pressure through the
roof and are often found running around like
a chicken with your head cut off.
Brown & Brew: You’re under-worked. You
use B&B’s heavily reduced hours as an excuse
to avoid doing work, because “that’s the only
place you’re productive.” You’re a little off
the beaten track, and have been called both
“quirky” and “antisocial.” You divide your
study time equally between Instagramming
your latest cappuccino, drafting the next
great American novel, and actually doing
your reading.
Your room: You’re laid-back and likely
addicted to Netflix. Even though you know
you’ll get more work done at the library, you
can’t justify spending the 20-minute roundtrip to get there because, hey, that’s an episode of Friends right there! You prioritize
proximity to the fridge over passing your
midterms and strongly resent being forced to
put on pants.
Halligan: You’re an engineer, or else just
a sociopath who enjoys being around others’ pain and suffering. It is impossible to
differentiate.
So you see, Jumbos, even if you haven’t
yet discovered the magical properties of the
Elixir of the Gods, it’s still possible to stereotype every single one of your classmates, all
without stepping foot in a coffee shop —
although, let’s be real, no one’s trying to do
that. Happy studying!

Lex Erath is a junior majoring in economics and biopsychology. She can be reached
at alexandra.erath@tufts.edu.
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Shape the
Tufts
Curriculum
Join the ExC ollege B oard
Apply @ excollege.tufts.edu
DUE TOMORROW! 2/27

Help
Choose ExCollege
Courses

FEBRUARY 23—27
Thursday, February 26
Economics: Department of Economics Open House: Faculty will be available with information and
departmental literature on majors and minors available, finding an advisor, studying abroad, and declaring a
major. —12:00pm-1:00pm, Braker Hall 222
Mathematics: Mathematics Major Reception: Chat with Mathematics Department faculty and enjoy some
Chinese dumplings—4:00pm- 5:30pm, Bromfield-Pearson Conference Room
Philosophy: You’re Majoring in Whaaat? Come talk to a panel of successful alumni philosophy majors and
minors about what they are doing and how their study of philosophy has helped them. Delicious pizza and
treats will be served. —6:30pm-8:00pm, Miner Hall, 224

Friday, February 27
Classics: Please join Classics, Latin and Greek, Archeology majors, minors, faculty, and prospective majors
and minors for information, presentations and lunch. Food provided! —12:00pm-1:15pm, Eaton Hall 201
Community Health: Lunch with the director—11:30am-1:00pm, 112 Packard Ave.
Biology: The Biology Department will hold an informal information session for students considering Biology,
Biopsychology, and Biochemistry. Biology faculty will be available to answer questions. Refreshments will be
served. —2:30pm-3:30pm, Barnum Elephant Lobby
Civil and Environmental Engineering: Majors Week CEE Open House-Come talk with students and faculty to
learn more about CEE. Enjoy free food, win a raffle! —3:00pm-4:00pm, Burden Lounge, Anderson Hall

Weekender

TASA’s Culture Show showcases
South Asian culture through dance, fashion
Evan Sayles / Evan Sayles Photo

The TASA Culture Show brought together students in different dance groups on campus and highlighted the long-lasting bonds formed in the dance groups, with alumni coming to see
the show and visit their former teams.

by Anjali Nair

Assistant Arts Editor

Last weekend, Cohen Auditorium bubbled with the lively sounds of Bollywood
music and the distant but mouth-watering
aroma of hot samosas. The annual Culture
Show, organized by the Tufts Association
of South Asians (TASA), took place on Feb.
20 and 21, drawing sizable crowds of families, friends and other Desi-philes to enjoy
two nights filled with laughter, music and
dance. Leaving the auditorium after the
show, it was impossible not to remain in a
state of awe at the relentless energy of all the
performers and the dedication of everyone
behind-the-scenes who helped put on the
dazzling production.
Mostly comprised of dance performances, the Culture Show — affectionately nicknamed “C-show” by its participants — is
an effort to share the vibrant South Asian
culture with the Tufts community. A particularly impressive aspect of C-show is its
ability to unite South Asia enthusiasts of all
experience levels and performance styles.
Aside from competitive campus dance
teams (JumboRaas, Pulse, Tamasha and
Tufts Bhangra), the show expands its purview by welcoming beginners to perform in
open dances every year.
This year’s show, aptly titled “Stumped!”
in homage to the ongoing cricket World
Cup, featured drastic stylistic diversity, starting off with a powerful South Indian classical piece, delving into Bollywood nostalgia
and touching on Western contemporary.
There was even an interlude fashion show,
during which TASA members got to show off
striking evening wear, ranging from sparkly
salvars to dapper suits. Rather than limiting
the aesthetic of the show to a specific facet
of South Asian arts, the variety of performances shone a light on the multidimensional culture of South Asia.
Needless to say, however, the dances were
only the final elements of the production.
C-show was the culmination of months of
hard work by the TASA E-Board, show directors, stage managers and choreographers.
According to junior Niya Shahdad, one of
the show’s directors, preparations began
in the fall semester with the pace of preparation picking up once students returned
from winter break. Along with sophomore
co-directors Aditya Hurry, Cornell Patrick
and Tanay Modi, Shahdad handled much of
the administrative and logistical aspects of
running the show.
“[It took] an incredible amount of liaising
with a lot of different people, calling out for
acts … selecting the acts, making sure every-

one’s on track … working through basic
logistics like rooms and programs and printing the banner … finding a charity, scripting
the show [and arranging] lights, sound and
music,” Shahdad said.
The directors had to manage all of
this along with their regular coursework
and other extracurricular activities. And
unlike previous years, when six directors
worked together to make the show happen, only four took on the challenge this
year. Consequently, TASA co-president Ravi
Popat said that the E-board was far more
involved this time around.
Popat, a junior, was especially involved
in choosing the charity for this year’s show,
Shanti Life, which helps women in rural
India construct eco-sanitation toilets in
their homes so they don’t have to travel
long distances just to use a bathroom. As a
Tufts Empower Fellow, Popat worked at the
Gujarat branch of the organization over the
summer.
“Part of my job as an Empower Fellow
is to connect the Tufts student body with
the project I was a member of. As a result,
I thought C-show would be the perfect
opportunity to bring Shanti Life to Tufts,”
Popat said.
Though the show was free for admission,
TASA raised around $500 for the organization from samosa and t-shirt sales, as well as
donations.
While selecting this year’s charity might
have been relatively easy thanks to Popat’s
involvement, the recent onslaught of snow
brought on time pressures and put some
obtrusive obstacles in the way of the production. Nevertheless, these challenges
strengthened the directors’ sense of camaraderie and solidified the goal of putting on
a beautiful show.
“It’s a lot of work…” Shahdad mused, a
couple of days after the show. “But I think
everyone generally wants to do it, because it’s
like a big fat Indian wedding for two days!”
For better or for worse, the undeniable
stresses of behind-the-scenes preparation
were somewhat obscured by show time.
From the perspective of audience members, the quality of the Culture Show really
depended on the ability of the performers
to steal our hearts. (Spoiler alert: They didn’t
dissapoint.)
The first performance of the night was
delivered by Pulse, Tufts’ South Indian classical dance team. Glimmering in traditional silks and jewelry, the women of Pulse
portrayed a “Divine Dance-off” through
the classical dance form of Bharatanatyam.
The storyline of the “Divine Dance-off”
pits Shiva, the Hindu god of destruction

(to simplify a complex, spiritual explanation), against his female counterpart,
Kali, who is causing chaos in the forest.
When his attempts to calm her down fail,
he challenges her to a dance-off, which
he ultimately wins as the cosmic Lord of
Dance. The dancers emulated the intensity
behind this narrative through expressive
hand movements and facial cues. It was
a poignant introduction to Culture show,
startling the audience into attention with
its dramatic themes.
Junior Nivedhitha Ramesh, co-captain of
Pulse, had plenty of dance experience that
provided her with the skill to direct her team
members.
“I’ve learned Bharathanatyam … since I
was five years old and have been performing Bollywood fusion since I was eight,”
Ramesh said.
Aside from leading Pulse, Ramesh also
played an integral role in choreographing
many of the other dances in C-show. In
fact, the other TASA members even joked
about changing the name of the show from
“Stumped!” to “The Nivedhitha Show.”
The choreographer described her creative process: “I listen to the music on repeat
and just move, until I can see more concrete
movements — until I can put together a
series of steps. I love being able to watch the
team take our choreography and make it
their own; it’s like watching an artist work.”
With the help of seniors Shriya
Nevatia (Tamasha co-captain) and Molly
Chirunomula (Pulse co-captain), Ramesh
choreographed one of the most beloved
performances of the night, “Lagaan,” based
on the eponymous 2001 film. Using the
“Lagaan” soundtrack as a backdrop, the
dance revisited playful, beautiful and tender moments from the movie. What made
this number particularly emotional was the
palpable connection everyone onstage and
backstage felt to the music. Though it was
a fairly open dance that incorporated performers of all levels, the dancers were all
equally passionate.
“’Lagaan’ was … really cool,” Popat said.
“The soundtrack is incredible. All of us were
singing backstage!”
“I don’t think I sang as loudly backstage
for any other performance,” Shahdad
agreed. “It really just brought the Desi spirit
alive in all of us!”
Another emotive performance was
“Piya,” which shifted the atmosphere of the
show from merry to melancholy. An ode to
the universality of grief, the dance portrayed
six women, each of whom experienced her
own distinct tragedy. “Piya” fused both
South Asian and Western elements, with

fluid, contemporary moves set to Rahat Faht
Ali Khan’s “O Re Piya” (2007). Junior Janna
Karatas, who choreographed the piece, had
a broad vision in mind for it.
“The point of the piece is that not all grief,
or types of grief, are the same, but people
can come together … and say ‘I can’t completely understand your experiences, but
I’m here for you, to support you,’” Karatas
said. “And from a greater standpoint, whether it’s the dance style, whether it’s the message that’s being conveyed, I wanted to do
something universal with that, too.
In fact, the beauty of the dance lay in its
ability to transcend the bounds of genres
and cultures. It was clear that the dancers
really put their hearts into the choreography, channeling their own experiences,
wearing some fragment of their own grief on
their sleeves.
The senior dance closed off the show
on a bittersweet note. Despite some surely aching hearts, TASA’s class of 2015
brought incredible energy to its last
Culture Show.
“For a lot of us, it hasn’t really hit us yet,”
said Nevatia, now a fifth-year senior with
a long legacy with TASA. “But when we’re
older, pretty much no one’s going to go into
a performing arts career, so we’re not going
to be able to do this anymore, so that’s really
sad. I love, love performing, so it’s going to
be hard … but I’m trying to figure out different ways to stay involved.”
Fortunately for Nevatia, it seems that
plenty of alumni return for the Culture Show
to support their friends and old teammates.
“A lot of people came to the show from
[the classes of] 2013 and 2014 and came
backstage to say hi to us. They were helping
their teams to get ready and meeting the
new people who joined the teams after they
left,” Nevatia said.
This, more than anything, indicates that
the strong friendships that form in TASA
truly stand the test of time. A familiar sentiment, echoed among TASA members
of all years and experience levels, is the
importance of the close-knit, yet welcoming
C-show community to each of their respective Tufts experiences.
“When we were doing the ‘Lagaan’
dance, which [included] a lot of people
from various dance backgrounds and different teams, I was looking around, kind of
marveling at the fact that we can all come
together and dance … and that I know so
many of them now,” Karatas said. “I feel
close to people on Bhangra, on Garba, and
I can talk to them … I feel really supported,
not only by the people on my team, but
everyone else as well.”
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Album Review

Imagine Dragons lacks
imagination on new album
by Nika Korchok
Executive Arts Editor

Imagine Dragons have never really been
a band to stand out. Even when they shot
to fame after “It’s Time” (2012) was featured

Smoke + Mirrors
Imagine Dragons
Interscope Records
on the twee-indie masterpiece “The Perks
of Being a Wallflower”(2012), they never
managed to distinguish themselves as the
least wallflowery of the wallflower bands in
their composite grouping of genres (alt-rock,
indie rock, stadium rock) — categories that
require constant showing-off to stay on fans’
radars.
Every lyric feels stale on the Nevada
band’s sophomoric album “Smoke
+ Mirrors” (2015), released on Feb. 17. If
there is anything more frustrating than a
talentless band reaching success, it is seeing
a band with some semblance of talent fail to
utilize nearly any of what led them to their
success, instead choosing to abandon their
distinctive style in favor of more challenging
musical motifs that they have not been able
to master.
The track listing of “Smoke +
Mirrors” could be the first stanza of a poem
of a downcast 7th grader: “Shots/Gold/
Smoke and Mirrors/I’m So Sorry.” Repeat,
cry. “Dream/Trouble/Summer.” Repeat,
cry. Conclude with “Hopeless Opus” and
“Fall.” Reapply your eyeliner and feel sorry

for yourself, because that’s what Imagine
Dragons is doing.
“Shots” opens with awkward pacing and
instrumentation that is too layered to sound
cohesive. The drums beat half a count too
slow for the collective instrumentation, while
the lyrics are shrilly sung. Next.
“Gold” jolts awkwardly from its beginning.
With slow clapping and lyrics like “You can’t
tell the false from the real,” this sad excuse for
a Midas metaphor fails to move anyone. Next.
Trying and failing to take on the power
chord-age and amp-age of fellow Las Vegas
native rockers, The Killers, Imagine Dragons
feels entirely out of their depth on “I’m So
Sorry.” For about 30 seconds in the middle
during a bridge, the band finds their footing
in a slower-paced harmonizing section. But
returning to the yell-singing that lead singer
Dan Reynolds simply cannot pull off, the
band aggressively shoves hackneyed phrases
down the throats of listeners. Singing the lyrics, “I’m so sorry,” repeatedly, the band seems
to be apologizing for the album. One hopes
that they are; an apology feels requisite.
The hand-clapping, foot-stomping call
and response method of singing on “I Bet
My Life” that was so effective for the band
on their hit “It’s Time” (2012) is the only part
of the album that feels like it could actually hold musical merit. With driving rhythms
and tempos, the song is positively joyful,
exuberant and fun. Smile and enjoy the brief
interlude, more misplaced guitar solos are
yet to come.
The problem with the album isn’t the
band’s inability to try but rather their inability to connect. There is nothing beneath
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Restaurant Review

Noor Mediterranean Grill
builds business and reputation
by Jennifer Straitz
Assistant Arts Editor

On a recent chilly Tuesday night around 10
p.m., the phone was ringing off the hook at
Noor Mediterranean Grill; the non-stop noise
coming from the telephone served as a testament to the strong reputation the restaurant
has built since its opening just over a year
ago. The restaurant has been so successful, in
fact, that owner Arsen Karageozian is looking

in the words of the owner, “With the second
and third [snowstorm] … it was crazy busy.”
He partially attributes this success to the location of the restaurant just off of Powder House
Circle. If students feel like venturing out, they
can stop at Noor without having to make the
full walk from Tufts to Davis Square.
Mr. Karageozian also noted the impact
of the snow on the relationship between
Powder House Circle restaurant owners. He
said that since Noor is housed in a build-

see DRAGONS, page 7

Spotlight

Sam Gordon works hard
to bring laughs to campus
by Nika Korchok
Executive Arts Editor

It’s impossible to keep from smiling
when talking to Sam Gordon. The dynamic sophomore rattles on about his love of
comedy, fueled by energy, propelling a
constant stream of ideas. It may seem that
three comedy troupes would be enough
for a Tufts student — Gordon is a member
of The Institute, Major Undecided and the
Stand-Up Comedy Collective — but Sam
Gordon still makes time to write and work
on various creative projects. An English
major with a potential double major in
film studies, Gordon lists his influences
in comedy from an extensively, naming
Mitch Hedberg (Gordon professes his
admiration for him as being “by far the
biggest inspiration as a writer for me early
on in life”) and Mike Birbiglia, whom
he gushingly describes as “one of the
greatest writers, orators and artists of our
time,” along with famous British sketch
comedy groups Monty Python and Fry
and Laurie. Constantly taking in inspiration for his work, Gordon says, “It’s such a
hard question because I’ve consumed so
much television.”
“Within the sketch groups, I will write
and direct, and sometimes act in — but
not that much act in — some videos. I
also really like editing! It’s a lot of fun,”
Gordon said. “Other than that, I just
write stuff on my own for fun.”
Right now, Gordon says he is editing a
piece for The Institute show (this Friday at
10:30pm in Cabot ASEAN auditorium). He
mostly writes comedy, occasionally working on serious pieces, “Because those are
fun in their own right.” But he definitely
declares his true passion: “It’s comedy.”
Since joining the groups his first year
at Tufts, Gordon says that he is constantly inspired by the “fantastic, bizarrely
talented” group of people in each of the
comedy groups to which he belongs.
“The way that comedy at Tufts works
is that there’s the opportunity to constantly produce your own material, and
that’s how you get good at things …
and that’s really neat, to be able to get
better at something,” he said. “Also,
I really just like doing comedy stuff

because I like laughing and getting to
see people laugh.”
In terms of his future, Gordon says,
“The future is always nebulous, you
never really know what things are going
to end up being … writing is the thing
that I enjoy the most. I like acting. I like
directing, but writing is the real passion
there.” It makes sense that “the dream is
to one day write for TV or film.”

Katherine Koch courtesy Jennifer Straitz.

The food at Noor Mediterranean Grill is reasonably priced, perfect for students.
to expand his business to an additional second
location. While waiting for dinner to arrive to
the table, Mr. Karageozian chatted with the
Daily, offering everything from business advice
to hints about his new restaurant in the works.
When asked how Noor has evolved over
the last year, Mr. Karageozian stated that
he “didn’t change a single item” on the
menu. “Everything is selling. So why am I
going to change?” Elaborating, he explained
that given its success, “If you look at it [the
current menu] that way, don’t touch it.”
Clearly, Mr. Karageozian is a stauch believer
of the motto, “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it” —
and Noor is anything but “broke.”
Despite record snowfall this winter, business for the restaurant has stayed busy. In fact,

ing that only has one owner, the restaurant
owners themselves really “have to help each
other” in shoveling out the sidewalks and
making sure they are accessible for customers. He joked, “If you see the back of my
restaurant, you’ll have a heart attack,” due to
the huge piles of snow moved into the area.
Even for the non-Tufts community, the restaurant is in a good location, drawing in customers from Medford, Somerville, Arlington
and more, and the restaurant’s delivery
option adds to its accessibility. As witnessed
on Tuesday, deliveries are constantly being
sent out to the surrounding area. The popularity of Noor is a large factor in the owner’s
see NOOR, page 7

Events Box

What's up this weekend
	Looking to make your weekend artsy?
Check out these events!
Sunday at Tufts Community Concert
Series: Dancing about Architecture:
The Tufts music ensemble performs a
concert drawing on a variety of other
media as inspiration, including visual
arts, dance and architecture. The show
draws inspiration from the Martin Mull
quote, “Writing about music is like
dancing about architecture.” (Sunday
at 3 p.m. in Distler Performance Hall.
Admission is free. No tickets required.)
Nika Korchok / the tufts daily

Sam Gordon contributes to comedy on
campus through a multitude of groups.
Gordon will be performing with the
Majors at the Funderdome, a sketch competition, at Boston University on Friday.
They will be defending their undefeated
title for the fifth year running, and Gordon
encourages everyone to come support
the show. He will also be performing on
Saturday in The Institute’s show. With his
trademark positivity, Gordon states, “Be
good to people. Make people laugh and
just be happy. Because at the end of the
day, it’s all about smiles.”

Mythos/Melos: The Intertwining
T h re a d s
of
Music
and
Narrative: Renowned pianists Lois
Shapiro and Randall Hodgkindson
perform Igor Stravinsky’s ballets
“Petroucha” and “Firebird.” They
will also be performing a piece by
Martin Brody and a world premiere
of a John McDonald piece (“Kindling
with Subsongs.”) Bringing together
music (melos) and myth (mythos), the
concert will act as Tufts’ own minicelebration of the Russian festival of
“Shrovetide,” bringing in Tufts musi-

cians for a collaborative piano performance of “Firebird.” (Friday at 8 p.m.
in Distler Performance Hall. Tickets are
free with a Tufts ID, limit two per person; $10 for general admission tickets;
call (617) 627-3679 for tickets.)
Snow Country for Cold Men: An
Institute Show: After surviving the
bitter cold of the winter, Tufts’ The
Institute is ready to shell out an evening
of comedy, suitable for all ages above
“child.” (Friday at 10:30 p.m. in Cabot
ASEAN Auditorium. Admission is free.
No tickets required.)
Tufts/New England Conservatory
Dual Degree Concert: Come listen
to performances by the talented student musicians in the Tufts/NEC dual
degree program. Students will perform classical, jazz and original compositions. (Saturday at 8 p.m. in Distler
Performance Hall. Admission is free. No
tickets required.)

by Nika Korchok
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Noor remains top option in Powderhouse for students
looking for delicious hummus, shawerma
NOOR

continued from page 6

consideration of expansion. Though vague
with the details, he said this new restaurant
should come about in the “near future,”
with “a little fancier” atmosphere. Curious
potential patrons should envision similar
food to the falafel and shawerma currently
available, but in a restaurant with “fancier
tables, fancier seats.”
Fortunately, while waiting to hear more
about what this new location will offer,
patrons can still go to and enjoy Noor.
Prices for all dishes are very reasonable
for students, especially considering the
huge portion sizes which, for many, can
serve as two meals. The “Noor Works” was
$10.79, and came served as a large wrap
filled with hummus, chicken shawerma,
onions, pickles, lettuce, tomatoes and a
heaping mound of fries, delicious when
dipped into tahini sauce. The dishes are a
favorite amongst students, who love both

Katherine Koch courtesy Jennifer Straitz

Noor will look to provide its Mediterranean fare
in a second location soon.

the medley of flavors and the reasonable
prices. Senior Katherine Koch, an Arabic
and international relations double major,
ordered the falafel plate ($8.99), noting
that “you can tell that [the hummus] is
fresh.” Fellow senior Matthew Reynolds,
also a double major in Arabic and international relations, thoroughly agreed
about the quality of his meal, saying that
“the tang of the salad dressing was on
point” in his side salad accompanying
the equally superb “Chicken Shawerma
Dinner” priced at $11.49.
Noor’s relaxed atmosphere makes it a
great place to go off campus with friends
on a weekday night for a quick break from
homework or as a starting point to a weekend evening spent in Davis Square.
Noor is located at 136 College Ave,
Somerville Mass., 02144. They are open
10 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Saturday and 11
a.m.-9 p.m. on Sundays. Orders can be
placed at (617) 625-6667 and online.

Imagine Dragons’ new LP lacks rhythm, musicality
DRAGONS

continued from page 6

their lyrics to stir a response in the audience
besides a fist pump (a tired one at that),
and there is no apparent emotion behind all
of those shout-yell-scream lyrics of stadium
rock. Imagine Dragons have learned the tricks
to producing easy cookie-cutter alt-rock singles, and now they’re phoning it in, batting
their eyelashes at their 18-24 demographic
based audience hoping no one is listening
closely enough to see that their efforts are as
transparent as Saran Wrap.
“Smoke + Mirrors” makes fine background
music for housekeeping or an afternoon of
baking, but will grate after a mere 30 seconds
of attentive listening to the “Hoo, Ha!” #foreveryoung-ness that overpowers the LP.
Imagine Dragons only succeeds when it
doesn’t really try to do anything at all. Thus,
when they create an album that is entirely
strung together with trite phrases and cliched
themes, borrowing from every other popular
alt-rock source out there while trying overtly to sound deep and brooding, their work
becomes the fodder for jokes. The album
itself is an illusion, a bundle of smoke and
mirrors that Imagine Dragons is trying to
throw at fans and critics alike in order to send
the message: “Look at us, we’re hardcore!
We’re musicians! We’re intense!”
Wait for the band to grow up before you
give them any of the attention they’re begging
for so desperately with this album.

Teevee via WikiCommons

Dan Reynolds succeeds with soft harmonies and flounders with shout-singing on many
tracks of “Smoke + Mirrors.”

Top Ten

the next storm comes, but for a few days
you might see a pretty little … stem.
7. Play hide and seek.
	All this snow is EPIC for a game of
hide-and-seek. Anyone could dig a
hole and fit snugly into it for a long
while. The only drawbacks? You probably won’t find anyone. There’s a lot
of snow to sift through. And then the
hider will probably have a brush with
hypothermia if their commitment to
the game is intense enough. You know
what? Let’s just scratch this idea.
6. Make igloos — snow is a great
insulator (fact!), so it’ll also be useful
for surviving those sub-zero temps.
	Okay, this is a little better. Instead of
making a sad hole in the snow by yourself, make a fancy snow palace with
friends! Snuggle up in an igloo to keep
yourselves warm when it returns to the
record cold temperatures. And then
decorate the igloo and throw a party!
5. Write messages in paint (or other
colored substances) in the snow.
Snow paint is the new form of graffiti. Instead of writing poetry on the
Tisch bathroom stalls, write it in the
snow instead. It’ll eventually melt, but
let’s be real, it would get painted over
otherwise.
4. Throw snowballs. Always.
Come on, how else are we going to
get rid of so much snow? If we all just
take the time to throw a little snow at

SWUG, we're
going down
swinging

D

ear SWUG,
You walk into Dewick and everything sucks. Now what?

A Very Hangry SWUGerpillar.
Dear A Very Hangry SWUGerpillar,
SWUGs have a love/hate relationship
with Dewick, established circa 2011. Back
when we sat on the relevancy throne,
Dewick was our kingdom. We’d spend
hours occupying a prime circle table in the
normal room, getting up only to get more
food and to establish our dominance as
the rulers of the dining hall. We knew both
the menu every day and the best times to
secure a table before prime lunch time.
But now it’s a bit sad returning to our
old kingdom. We’re nostalgic for the days
when we knew everyone in the room
and when our bodies could consistently
handle large quantities of mass produced
food. Now, as SWUGs, Dewick is scary. We
find ourselves asking the hard questions,
like: Who da SWUG are all of these people?
Why have I never seen this people before?
Where are my Reeses’ Puffs? Do I really
need more food?
If you’re brave enough to return to the
dining hall, you might as well make the
most of it. It’s easy to complain about
Dewick, but without a meal plan, I now
realize how lucky we are to have all this
food available at all times (and I don’t
have to cook it)! Can’t find anything that
looks appetizing? What a perfect time for
a culinary adventure! Experiment with
all the pre-made food. Make a nutellastuffed waffle. Fashion a quesadilla. Grill
a PB&J (but don’t kill anyone with a nut
allergy). Make a pizza sandwich. Make
an ice cream sandwich. Eat a salad! Stop
complaining that you can’t find anything
to eat. There are Tufts Wilderness students in Somerville who had to dumpster dive in the snow for their dinner.
But if it’s actually that lame of a Dewick
day, you can always order Helen’s or take
an Uber to Tenoch.
Tweet your SWUGgiest Dewick creations to @A_SWUGs_Life.
Stay hangry, stay foolish.
XOXO,
SWUG
Dear SWUG,
My hangovers have hit an all-time
level of awfulness. What is happening to
me!?
The Hangover part 4.

Top 10 things to do with all this f--king snow
Well, folks, Boston has broken its
record! The Pats may have won the
Superbowl again (which was awesome), but that’s not what I’m talking
about. This February, Boston broke its
record for snowiest and coldest winter
month ever. Although we love to play
in the snow — making snow angels (or
angles, if you’re into math) and skiing
are wonderful activities — there’s just
too damn much of it right now. So
what do we do with it? Here are our
Top 10 suggestions for what to do with
the snow.
10. Make snow cones and sell them.
	It’s the best business model. I don’t
know much about economics, but I do
know that selling something that you
got for free leads to profit. Just try to
find a clean patch of snow, please.
9. Ski down the piles of snow on the
side of the street.
	I don’t mean just skiing down the
pile onto the sidewalk. I’m talking skiing along the entire side of the road,
cross-country style. Just find an old pair
of skis that you don’t mind destroying
if you hit the sidewalk — or even two
large slats of wood. You’ll never have
to walk to class again!
8. Use the snowmelt to grow a garden.
We’ve been having a few warm days
here and there, which has been great if
you want to plant some flowers. They
might get completely demolished once

Nikki blank | it’s a swugs life

each other, we can more equally and
effectively distribute it and melt it.
Come to think of it, we would probably
help out the school a lot if we just had
a giant snowball fight! (A&S vs. engineers anyone?)
3. Use it as a cooler.
	If you’re 21+ and throwing an offcampus party, don’t bother trying to
stuff all your beer in the fridge. Just
stuff it in the snow in your backyard
and you’ll be okay.
2. When the sun comes out, TAN!
Snow reflects up to 80 percent of
the sun’s UV radiation (fact!) so when
the sun comes out, camp out somewhere outside and soak up the rays!
It’s just as good as going to the beach
… right?
1. Enjoy it before it all turns into ice.
There’s this thing that happens where
snow melts in warm weather — and
then the cold comes back and freezes
all the water. Tufts will turn into a skating rink. Which is good if you skate, I
guess … but not if you drive. So for
now, enjoy the fluffy (and sometimes
crunchy) white stuff because it won’t
last forever!

by Jessica Mow

Dear The Hangover part 4,
I feel your pain. We’re young enough
that we still eagerly poison our bodies
four times a week, old enough that we
feel every last drop the next morning
and poor enough that we can’t yet afford
a $300 IV cocktail to cure us the next
day. Hangovers are no longer merely a
lingering headache that we laughed off
and went to class with when we were 18.
We’ve abused our bodies so much over
the last four years that they are finally talking back to us, yelling, “PLEASE
FOR SWUG SAKE STOP DRINKING
TEQUILA!”
SWUGovers are now one to two day
epic struggles, filled with Soundbites in
bed, Netflix and regret. You’ll swear that
you’ll give up drinking and that this will
never happen again, but we all know
that’s a lie. It’s Senior spring and the
fun and tears have only just begun. Just
wait until Spring Break, where hangovers
meet the sun! If you’ve got a big night
coming up (call on moi!?), plan accordingly. Take a PartySmart pill the night
before, set a water alarm for 5 am to
“CHUG SWUG CHUG”, and clear your
calendar for the next 24-48 hours. SWUG
we’re goin’ down swinging.
XOXO,
SWUG

Nikki Blank is a senior majoring in
English. She can be reached at Nicole.
Blank@tufts.edu.
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Ears for Peers

Call us when you don’t know who to
talk to.
Anonymous and Confidential 7:00PM
to 7:00AM
(617) 627-3888
AIM: tuftsE4P
For more information
http://ase.tufts.edu/earsforpeers/
To join e-mail ears4peers@gmail.com
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Fuel Your Reading and Writing with

FREE PIZZA

English Majors Meeting
Monday, March 2nd
East Hall Lounge
12:00-1:00 PM
Join English Department faculty for informal conversation, a
truly free lunch, and answers to all your questions about
majoring in English. Learn how majoring in English can be
not only fun and rewarding but also extremely useful for
prospering in the world of work.

All are welcome!
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Editorial

Respect those who disagree with you in debate

It is a natural phenomenon that
debate strengthens discourse. Imagine
how dull conversation would be were
it not spiked with a variety of opinions
and plenty of arguing. The limits of
free speech, however, have reached
the forefront of social issues being discussed today. Much of this began with
the #JeSuisCharlie movement that led
the public to examine the relationship
between free speech and perpetuating
hate or being insulting.
This topic has also hit close to home
on the Tufts campus as the Daily and
other publications have published
numerous op-eds regarding free speech
and its limits, many of which sprung
from the protest of an Israeli Army officer speaking at Fletcher last fall. In fact,
the debate around free speech became
so lively that even President Monaco
felt compelled to speak up, publishing
an op-ed in the Daily.
There’s no denying that op-eds can be
a powerful tool to get one’s voice heard.
Here at the Daily, we encourage submissions of a wide array of opinions pieces
to accurately reflect the perspectives of

the student body and provide them each
with an accessible platform to speak out
and influence campus discourse.
Recently, however, the online comments responding to Daily op-eds
have become increasingly spiteful and
inflammatory. While argument and
disagreement is healthy, stifling debate
is not. When commenters who insult
writers or put them down in order
to reveal the superiority of their own
opinions does little more than create a toxic environment, preventing
other community members from feeling comfortable submitting op-eds.
A letter from the opinion and online
editors also discussed these concerns,
but a lack of respect between debaters
is an issue extending far beyond internet comments or culture. It is of course
easy to invoke extremes in a debate; it is
only human to do so. Actually listening
to an opponent’s argument, however,
is critical. Remember when you engage
in debate over these next weeks that
the people you are debating are not
monsters, they are people who are just
as passionate as you are. Remember

that apathy is not a reason to become
enraged at someone, but rather a chance
to teach one about your viewpoint.
Remember that you are free to believe
what you want and try to convince others, but so too are your opponents.
When Justice Antonin Scalia visited Tufts last year, many students
found their views on government and
law fundamentally challenged, as they
realized that there are indeed intelligent people on the other side of
the debate. No one can deny that,
compared to most other places in
this country, the college campus is
one of the most liberal places there
is. We must not abuse this forum for
open discussion for which many have
fought. Many of us only will be here
for four years. If those four years are
spent with a hatred of opinions contrary to our own and a lack of understanding that debates are multi-sided,
we squander this special opportunity
for discourse. Disagree, but respect
your opponents and listen to their
side. It may make your points even
stronger.

Jennifer Lien
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OFF THE HILL | University of Rochester

by Angela Lai

Yak in moderation

Campus Times

Yik Yak, a popular, anonymous social
media application that lets users post
and vote on “yaks” within a 10 mile radius, allows people to share and detach
themselves from their thoughts. Since
downloading it last semester, I sometimes feel a faint sense of shame when I
open it, whether it’s while I’m waiting in
line for food at Danforth or sitting with
a group of people enjoying each others’
company in dead silence and tapping
away at their phones. It’s an easy and
thoughtless way to pass the time.
While it makes the University community more accessible, and it’s usually filled
with jokes, the “yakarma” system means
popular yaks are regularly recycled, and
the app’s anonymity encourages its users
to harass others or air offensive thoughts
without fear of backlash. This effect is so
pervasive that Rochester area school districts have expressed concerns over Yik
Yak’s popularity among their students.

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

For instance, Timothy McArdle,
principal of Le Roy Junior-Senior High
School, told the Democrat & Chronicle
about the anti-bullying awareness campaign he recently waged against Yik Yak
in response to reports from students
being bullied through the app. Yik Yak’s
rules tell its users to “not bully or specifically target other yakkers,” but this
is hard to regulate — McArdle and other
principals in Monroe County asked students to pledge that they would delete
the app entirely.
It’s true that college students are (hopefully) more mature and less inclined to
misuse the app, but Yik Yak’s effects at high
schools highlight how a platform where
users don’t worry about the repercussions
of their posts perpetuates “the online disinhibition effect.” Dr. John Suler’s study
by the same name describes this in its
abstract: “While online, some people selfdisclose or act out more frequently or
intensely than they would in person.”
Rather than giving users a chance
to reveal their “true selves,” the study

writes that this disinhibition creates a
different environment in which users
can interact and that neither in-person
nor online interactions reveal more of
our “true” identities. Judging by some
of the yaks on our area’s feed, Yik Yak
creates an environment where people
are more open about sexuality, drug
use, bodily functions, grievances against
student groups and the occasional racist
or sexist thought. This crudeness can get
old quickly.
On the plus side, however, Yik Yak provides a free forum that’s accessible to
most UR students. Where else is it so easy
and perhaps even therapeutic to complain about the weather, our workloads,
professors and other students, or to share
witty comments the minute they come to
us? Even some officers in the Department
of Public Safety like to check Yik Yak.
So, while Yik Yak’s anonymity can foster a cruder and sometimes demoralizing environment, it also creates an
odd sort of community. I say: Enjoy in
moderation.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 2 p.m. and
should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
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The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.
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Op-Ed

Apartheid Week or Two-States
Week – you choose
by Avner Golov

George Deek is an Arab-Israeli ambassador born in Jaffa and educated in Tel
Aviv, and today he is one of the rising stars in Israel’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. If he were to hear that next week
Tufts is going to have an “Apartheid
Week” which conflates South Africa
under Apartheid to today’s Israel, the
usually very calm diplomat would likely to lose his temper. As Ambassador
Deek has stated many times, when
Christian, Muslims, Yezidis and Baha’is
are being persecuted and slaughtered,
there is only one place where they can
live in security and dignity — the State
of Israel. Ambassador Deek acknowledges that Israel still has a long road to
go before reaching the ideal vision of a
society without prejudices and informal
social barriers. But he is confident that
Israel is heading in the right direction.
Don’t get him wrong — Ambassador
Deek is a proud Arab-Israeli — he is
proud of both his Arab and Israeli identities. He is a model of how two identities can live in harmony in the same
person, in the same state. People like
him are the best indicators I have to
verify that Israeli society is on the right
track, though I would prefer traveling
this road a little bit faster. The facts
are the following: All Israeli citizens
— regardless of their sex, race and religion — are equal in the eyes of the
law. Arab citizens of Israel have the
right to vote and to be elected, like any
other Israeli citizen. In fact, the Israeli
parliament — the Knesset — counts
many Arab citizens among its members.
Some say the Arab party is expected to
be the third largest party in the coming elections next month. According
to recent media publications, left-wing
leader Isaac Herzog propositioned the
Arab Knesset members to join his coalition. Their answer was a categorical
“no.” Moreover, in mixed cities where
Jews and Arabs live together, there are
mixed schools where Jews and Arabs
study together, as Deek did. Arabs and
Jews also study next to one another in
Israeli Universities. One moment on
the boardwalk in Tel Aviv is enough to
comprehend that the reality in Israel
has nothing to do with the separation
policy between whites and blacks in
South Africa.
In South Africa, the regime was
based on a racist law that distinguished
between citizens on the basis of skin
color. In Israel, it is exactly the opposite.
Where Israeli law rules, all citizens are
equal. The problem is where Israeli law
had no jurisdiction — in the Palestinian
territories.
One may infer, as the demonstrators
will imply next week, that the solution
is one of the two following alternatives:

Rebecca Solomon and Pooja Sivaraman |
New York Style Delhi

The thirst
is real

R

ebecca: I have a bone to pick
with Tufts 2019. For the most
part, any Tufts student can get
added to a Facebook group for
a Tufts class year. My request to join
Tufts 2019, however, has been left
pending for an entire week. The group
has 600 members and multiple administrators; all of them have ignored my
request. My intentions for joining the
group are pure. I just want to leave the
link to our Google doc on their page so
we can run a NYSD pre-frosh edition. If
any one with access to 2019 is reading
this, add me NOW. We really just want
a new platform to share our Google
doc on.

to apply Israeli law to the Palestinian
territories or to deny the legitimacy
of Israel’s right to exist at all. The first
option may sound appealing, but in
practice, it means annexing the West
Bank and Gaza. This would deny the
Palestinians their right to their own
state and is as immoral as it is impractical. This approach would face immense
opposition from those in Israeli society
and the international community who
still believe in the two-state solution as
the only moral and practical solution
to the conflict. Hamas, which controls
Gaza, also rejects this solution. Hamas’
aspirations match the second alternative Apartheid demonstrators often
propose, which is equally wrong, as it
denies the Jewish people their national
home. It remains a mystery to me how
one who decries the oppression of one
nation could seek to negate another.
If the Apartheid demonstrators are
truly concerned about the Palestinians
and wish to maintain the Apartheid
Week initiative, there are much more
applicable models in Jordan, Lebanon,
Syria and many other countries where
Palestinians are treated by the law as
second-class citizens. For some reason,
these cases of brutal minority oppression by the state are never mentioned
during Apartheid week, revealing
hypocrisy in the alleged desire to help
Palestinians or to promote a peaceful
solution to the conflict.
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has
been part of my life for the last 30
years. I have seen the grief it brings to
Palestinian and Israeli families alike.
I wish to put an end to it. There is no
other just solution than two states —
Jewish and Palestinian — that coexist next to one another. The rights of
all citizens and minorities must be
guaranteed. Unfortunately, manipulating icons like the Apartheid regime
in South Africa only spreads hate and
ignorance. It will bring us no closer to
peace. Therefore, I call upon those who
care, who understand the complexity
of the conflict and who are unwilling to
give up on the dream for a better future
for Palestinian and Israeli children;
let’s embark on a Two-States week.
Let’s discuss the most sensitive issues,
work together to consolidate creative
solutions, and fight hate and ignorance
as academic institutions in a democratic society should do. How can we
work to end the growing hatred against
Muslims, Christians, Yazidis and Jews
elsewhere in the world if we cannot
break the cycle of hatred promoted by
Apartheid weeks here at home?

Avner Golov is a Ph.D. student and a Harry
S. Truman Scholar at the Fletcher School. He
can be reached at avner.golov@tufts.edu.

Normally, Pooja and I always share it
on our Facebook walls, but I’m tired of
answering my grandma’s questions on
how to send an email, and Pooja can’t
deal with any more marriage requests
from Timothy Charouk. After a failed
attempt to share the link on Yik Yak (it
was down voted in a record time of
three seconds), I was contemplating
sharing the link on Craigslist but my
housemate, Maya, told me it was too
desperate. Although we are quite desperate, for now I’ll settle on sharing
the link on any group I have access to;
watch out Tufts Peer Health Exchange
and Craigslist, we’re coming for you
next. This column is being brought to
you by the letter R for rejected, which
is how 2019 has left me feeling.
Dear NYSD: Is Trunk chat the new
Tinder?
Rebecca: I wasn’t aware Tinder was
old. As someone who recently updated
to iOS 8 from iOS 5, I am not winning the internet game. I do not have
a Tinder; I am probably one of the

11

Op-Ed

Op-Ed

The oppressed learned to
oppress
by Hannah Freedman

We do not speak for “the Jews,” but as
Jews for whom our faith and tradition necessitates dedication to social justice, we speak
for ourselves to interrupt narratives that seek
to homogenize the Jewish experience and
defend Zionism.
We do not write this article to speak for
“The Jewish people,” but as white Jewish
American women for whom our faith and
tradition necessitates dedication to social justice. We thus speak for ourselves to interrupt
and complicate narratives that seek to defend
Zionism. Centuries of diaspora, persecution,
conquest, conversion and settlement have
scattered the Jewish faith across the globe.
From Yemen, Egypt, Ethiopia, Kurdistan and
Palestine to Poland, Russia, France, Argentina
and the United States, throughout history,
Jews have bu ilt up communities and cultivated distinct cultures over centuries of intersecting yet crucially distinct histories. These
heterogeneous Jewish identities are often
violently glossed over in favor of a single,
palatable Jewish history dominated by white
Jewish/Ashkenazi voices. Too often these
voices strategically neglect a frank discussion
of privilege. Since World War II, the American
Jews became white, and the oppressed
learned to oppress, colonize and rewrite the
histories of Jewish struggle.
My grandmother’s family’s experience
was also similar to that of other white
European Jews who experienced the trauma
of World War II. Many of those who escaped
Poland moved to the Lower East Side of
Manhattan and then to Brooklyn, building
families and lives in neighborhoods where
redlining and housing discrimination permitted them to rent while barring opportunities for black families. New York overwrote
my grandmother’s native language with
English and gifted my family the advantages
of whiteness as long as they assimilated
quietly and as long as our story could be
deployed to prove the American dream of
meritocracy.
My grandfather went to college on the GI
Bill and then worked as a court stenographer
— he received salaries and retirement funds
paid for by the civil service. They saved every
penny and could open bank accounts with
reasonable interest rates that helped make
their dreams accessible.
Official versions of history hold up this
common narrative as proof of the “American
dream” actualized, as irrefutable evidence
that all American immigrants can achieve
“the good life” if they just work hard enough.
What these versions leave out are the manifold interests that intersected to enable
Jewish Americans from Eastern Europe to
find haven from racist, anti-Semitic violence
in America. Jewish Americans were granted
access to whiteness and thus the Americanness that was denied to Americans of color.
Programs like the GI Bill granted white male
veterans access to college, housing and
other forms of social capital, but withheld

few college aged people who don’t.
However, I do love Trunk chat. My
favorite pick up line to use on it is,
“Do you come here often?” It has never
worked but I am hopeful that eventually, the Young Venmo Prince will
respond. So while Trunk chat does not
have the success rate of matching couples that Tinder does, I believe that it
has untapped potential.
Dear NYSD: Pooja, why do you constantly post your room on social media?
You have a sun and a moon. Cool.
Dear anonymous reader, I would
firstly like to point out that not only do
I post my room on social media, but
so too have others. There have been
cases of others posting pictures, and
in fact, I once walked into a group of
strangers in my room taking selfies. I
then had to kick them out because it
was quite odd. The point is, however,
that yes, I have a sun and a moon, but
it is way more than just cool. The sun
and moon interact with the fairy lights
to form an entire solar system. This

these benefits from most veterans of color.
Coupled with racist, state-sanctioned policies like redlining, blockbusting and housing
covenants, white Jewish Americans like my
grandparents could buy houses in the suburbs, cars with full tanks of gas and access to
higher education at the cost of communities
of color, who were violently subordinated by
anti-blackness redoubled by American Jews.
The history of Ashkenazi Jewish
Americans becoming white is intimately
linked to the ascendance of the Zionist Israeli
state as a global military power and strategic
“ally” of the United States. As “a land without people for a people without land,” the
myth of Israel as the Jewish homeland was
rooted in racist colonial logic and settler
colonialism from the start. Persecuted as
racially inferior within Europe, Ashkenazi
Jews sought to grasp whiteness by moving to a land the vast majority of Jews in the
diaspora hadn’t laid claim to for thousands
of years in order to become European. The
first white European Jewish settlers invoked
rhetoric akin to “manifest destiny” and laid
the foundation for Israel to become a satellite of the west in the Middle East.
Zionism was never non-violent. Zionism,
from its inception, inherently demanded the displacement and oppression of
Palestinians and Palestinian land. Zionism
today exploits the histories of Jewish persecution and the Holocaust to justify the
ongoing colonization of Palestine. Zionism
is at its root exclusionary, and the trajectory of the colonial project means that today,
Palestinians face an apartheid state in Israel,
living on the same land but subordinated
under a separate legal system. And while
Zionism takes Palestinians as its victims,
it has fallout for Jewish communities as
well. On campus, Jewish students who condemn the occupation and do not want to
support Israel through organizations like
Tufts American Israel Alliance (TAIA) and
programs like Birthright can practice their
faith only within a Zionist organization.
Tufts Hillel is one of many American Jewish
institutions that works to conflate Judaism
with Zionism. Zionism is not Judaism, and is
most certainly not my liberation. Our histories of persecution need to inform our work
for justice — not rationalize the oppression
of others.
So during Israeli Apartheid Week, we
examine our complicity in the oppression
of the Palestinians to honor the struggles of
our ancestors. We struggle for an end to the
occupation of Palestine and to end the cycle
of one people’s liberation coming at the price
of another’s. Justice for Jews means justice
and the right of return for Palestinians: None
of us are free until all of us are free.
Louise Steingood and Leah Muskin-Pierret
contributed to this Op-Ed.
Hannah Freedman is a sophomore majoring in American studies and can be
reached at hannah.freedman@tufts.edu.

arrangement is so cool that my interior
decorating skills are featured not only
on my Instagram, but those of many.
Dear NYSD: Is it possum or opossum?
Where possums are the species
natively found in Australia, New
Guinea and Sulawesi, opossums are
predominantly found in the Americas.
There was also a rumor that there was
a possum sighting outside Bush Hall in
January of 2015. So, regardless of the
‘o’, beware.
That’s all we have for this week! As
Rebecca excessively described, we are
desperate for questions. We welcome
questions from all categories, years
and genuses. Treat us like the Yik Yak
for the smartphone incapable (the plus
side is we have no down vote function).
Rebecca Solomon is a junior majoring in
economics. She can be reached at rebecca.
solomon@tufts.edu. Pooja Sivaraman is a
junior majoring in economics. She can be
reached at pooja.sivaraman@tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Crossword Los Angeles
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
ACROSS
1 Wrap giant
6 Reliever Orosco
with the MLB
record for career
pitching
appearances
11 Center of
excellence?
14 Quaking causes
15 Plant pest
16 Rest one’s dogs,
so to speak
17It’s fraudulent
19 “Double Fantasy”
artist
20 Extras in an env.
21 Squeezed (out)
22 Web-footed
critter
24 Mustard, for one:
Abbr.
25 Encouraging
shouts
26 Shout
27It’s fabricated
30 “Saint Joan” star
Jean
31 __ Locks: St.
Marys River
rapids bypass
32 Hid the gray in
33 Brewers’
outfielder Braun
35 Creator of Della
37 Morales of film
40 Part of a foot
42 Pompous
authority
46It’s fake
49 Beer with “Since
1775” on its label
50 Big dos
51 Grazing area
52 More of that
53 Detective Peter
of old TV
54 Estate attorney’s
concern
55 __ Lingus
56 Race errors, and
what 17-, 27and 46-Across
have
59 Mrs., in much of
the Americas
60 Classic sixcouplet poem
61 Has __: can
save face
62 Triumphant cry
63 Dost espy
64 Has a sudden
inspiration?

By Mike Buckley

DOWN
1 Gets to
2 Heroine of
Beethoven’s
“Fidelio”
3 AAA, for one
4 AAA etal.
5 Enzyme suffix
6 Hiked, with “up”
7 “The Comedy of
Errors” setting
8 Word with wood
or water
9 Quote qualifier
10 Ex-mayor with a
cameo in “The
Muppets Take
Manhattan”
11 Abstruse stuff
12 Pedigree
13 Came (in)
dramatically
18 Convention
attendees
23 Exploit
25 “Live at the __”:
Patsy Cline
album
26 Venomous
arachnids
28 Sources of fine
wool
29 “... rapping at my
chamber door”
poet

on the hill

2/26/15

W ednesday’s Puzzle
Solved
wednesday’s
Solution

Ty enos and vincent carbone

Married to the Sea 							

© 2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

34 Fish-fowl link
36 Filming sites
37 Heaven on earth
38 “Told ya!”
39 Natural light
shows
41 Pours out
43 Short, tailored
jackets
44 Really dug
something
45 San Simeon
family

2/26/15

47 Guards may
prevent
them
48 Antarctic
explorer
Shackleton
53 Pure delight
54 1985 U.S. Open
champ
Mandlikova
57 Modern art?
58 Recess
game

www.marriedtothesea.com

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

MERGI
NUCQHE

EARPAP

SUDOKU

Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app

TULOC

Level: Actually doing work in Tisch for the first time.

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

A:
Yesterday’s

(Answers tomorrow)
Jumbles: YEAST BOGUS COSMOS NUANCE
Answer: His pizza had arrived, and the computer programmer was enjoying — MEGA-”BYTES”

Late Night at the Daily

Thursday’s Solution

Drew: “My skull is like a walnut in her hands.”

Please recycle this Daily.
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The “It’s Not Like I’m Drunk” Cocktail
2 oz. tequila
1 oz. triple sec
1/2 ounce lime juice
Salt
1 too many
1 automobile
1 missed red light
1 false sense of security
1 lowered reaction time
Combine ingredients. Shake.
Have another. And another.

Never underestimate ‘just a few.’
Buzzed driving is drunk driving.
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Wanted
$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1,500/month for less
than 5 hours’ time.
Help families through California
Cryobank’s donor program.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.com

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $20 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Steven Hefter | The Association
Men’s Swimming and Diving

Winget, Rohrer named to All-NESCAC team
Following impressive performances over the weekend, junior tri-captain Michael Winget and sophomore
diver Matt Rohrer were named to the
NESCAC Men’s Swimming and Diving
All-Conference Team. This is Winget’s
first time receiving the honor and the
second time for Rohrer. Unsurprisingly,
Williams and Amherst, who went onetwo at the conference championships,
led the way with 16 and 11 athletes
honored, respectively.
For Winget, NESCACs cemented his
status as one of the best swimmers in
Tufts history as he earned three B-cut
times and three school records. It was
his third-place finish in the 50-yard backstroke that earned his position on the
All-NESCAC team.
Rohrer was the Diver of the Meet at
NESCACs, making it the sixth time in
a row that a Jumbo has earned that
title after his former teammate Johann
Schmidt (LA ’14) won it each of his four

years at Tufts. The sophomore gave
little doubt to his deserving of the
award, placing second in the threemeter board competition and first in
the one-meter board competition, tying
the pool record he had set last year in
the latter. Rohrer’s placings in the two
finals made him an easy pick to be
named to All-NESCAC for both diving
events. Amherst junior Asher Lichtig
and Williams senior Rohan Bhatt were
the only other divers to be named allconference in both events this year.
Last year, Rohrer was named to the
All-NESCAC team in both disciplines
after winning the three-meter board
competition and placing third in the onemeter board.
While Winget and Rohrer were the
only two Tufts athletes named to the
all-conference squad, the NESCAC also
honored diving coach Brad Snodgrass
by naming him Diving Coach of the
Year for the fifth consecutive year.

With Rohrer’s performance as the driving
force behind Snodgrass’ recognition, firstyear Aaron Idelson’s eighth-place finish
in the one-meter board competition and
seventh-place finish in the three-meter
board competition gave the Jumbos a
formidable one-two punch and solidified
Snodgrass’ reputation as the conference’s
top diving coach.
Winget and his fellow swimmers
will have to wait out the rest of the
Div. III conference championships to
see if their B-cut times will qualify them for nationals, which take
place in Shenandoah, Texas. Rohrer
and Idelson have more control over
their seasons, as they will head to
Springfield, Mass. this weekend for
the NCAA Zone Qualifiers.

—by Ross Dember

Tufts hopes young pieces grow into key players
MEN’S BASKETBALL
continued from back

tournament for the first time since
2013. Tufts’ 6-4 conference record in
the regular season was also tied for the
second best record the team has had
in the NESCAC over the past 10 years.
Throughout the regular season, Tufts
played superbly against the elite teams
in the NESCAC, defeating conference powerhouses such as Trinity and
Amherst, while only losing to Bowdoin
by three. The anti-climatic ending in
the NESCAC tournament did not do
justice to how much the team has
grown since last year and throughout
the season.
Tufts began the season with the
immediate problem of former NESCAC
Rookie of the Year Tom Palleschi and
last year’s star Hunter Sabety next to
each other on the floor. Both were postdominant players who were used to
playing around four shooters. Palleschi,
a sophomore tri-captain, missed the
2013-2014 campaign with a serious
heart concern that threatened to permanently end his basketball career, but
he returned in this season in an inspiring turn of events.
The Jumbos struggled to adjust and
started the season 2-6. The team then
won six of its next seven games to climb
up the conference standings. Just as the
Jumbos were beginning to figure everything out, they lost Sabety to a knee

injury for the remainder of the regular
season.
“It was definitely a learning process,”
sophomore guard Tarik Smith said. “We
learned to play together at the midway
and unfortunately dealt with injuries
towards the end. We have improved
from eighth to fourth in the league and
look to keep improving on that.”
Despite not fitting in seamlessly,
Sabety and Palleschi led the team in
both points and rebounds. Sabety averaged 14.9 points and 7.3 rebounds,
while Palleschi averaged 12 points and
6.1 rebounds. Palleschi also led the
team with 2.4 blocks per game. The
Jumbos also had strong contributions
from Smith who averaged 9.9 points
per contest and 3.3 assists, and junior
guards Ryan Spadaford and tri-captain
Stephen Haladyna, who were often
tasked with defending the other team’s
biggest perimeter threats.
Admid the various injuries and lineup changes throughout the season,
many different players stepped up for
the Jumbos, including many of the
younger players who gained invaluable experience. One of the main
changes was moving Smith to the
bench mid-way through the season.
Smith responded in emphatic fashion,
scoring 52 points in his next three
games and flourishing in lineups that
gave him space to carve up opposing
defenses.

“We have lots of improvement from
last year,” Sabety said. “ We played
some tough games and won versus a lot
of good teams.”
Tufts is only graduating two seniors
this year: guards Ferris and Adam
Zakaria. Ferris, a former NESCAC rookie
of the year, had to endure injuries and
a reduced role on offense following his
charmed first two seasons. He adapted to the situation, however, becoming a knock-down shooter and key cog
in Tufts’ defensive schemes. With just
under 900 career points, he will end his
career as one of the top scorers during coach Bob Sheldon’s reign.
Of the remaining 14 players, 10 are either
first-years or sophomores, promising a
bright future for the Jumbos. The core three
players of Sabety, Palleschi and Smith will
all be returning for their third seasons with
hopes of getting the Jumbos to another
NESCAC tournament and beyond.
They will be joined by a strong cast of
role players including classmate Drew
Madsen, who made a name for himself as
a do-it-all power forward, and first-year
guard Thomas Lapham, whose 3-point
shooting will be essential in spacing for
future Sabety-Palleschi lineups.
“[We] still have lots of work to do for
next year as individuals and as a team,”
Sabety said. “Everybody has to put 100
percent effort into the off season and
the results will show during the season
next year.”

Jumbos face tough battle against top-seeded Bantams
ICE HOCKEY

continued from back

the team’s top seven scorers and three
of its top five defensemen. The 201415 Jumbos saw a four-win improvement over last season’s team, and it
would not shock anyone if next year’s
team wins 10-14 games.
While Trinity has appeared unstoppable as of late, in the 2013-2014
NESCAC championship it fell to
Bowdoin in the semifinals despite
holding the top-seed.
No matter what happens Saturday,
Tufts will be ready to face any obstacle
as a team.
“Hockey has never been a sport
which revolves around an individual,”
senior forward Andrew White told the
Daily in an email. “It is a team sport so
any success or failure is not shared by
one individual but rather by the team
as a whole.”

Ray Bernoff / The Tufts Daily

Junior forward Keith Campbell carries the puck during Tufts’ 7-2 loss to Trinity on Nov. 16
2014. Tufts will face Trinity College in the first round of the playoffs this Saturday.

Ready, set,
trades!

I

f LeBron can go home, why can’t I?”
asked an aging star on a Brooklyn Nets
roster that never seemed to click despite
high expectations at the beginning of
the 2013-2014 season. Kevin Garnett is
returning to the Minnesota Timberwolves,
a franchise he so deeply loves and never
wanted to leave in 2007 when he was
traded to Boston. He is still the face of the
franchise where it all started 20 years ago,
and it seems only fitting that he will end
his career in T-Wolves blue and green.
This is just one of the various deals that
occurred before the NBA trade deadline,
which was 3:00 p.m. last Thursday, Feb. 19.
The story of the deadline was the merrygo-round of point guards who relocated. The most notable was Goran Dragic,
who desperately wanted to abandon the
Phoenix desert. His list was trimmed to
the Knicks, Lakers and Heat (I wonder
why…), and luckily for him, Pat Riley
came calling. The Slovenian point guard
was traded to Miami in a three-team deal
that included the New Orleans Pelicans,
who picked up Norris Cole in the deal.
And he still gets to play with Zoran!
The next point guard that ran the fast
break across the country was Reggie
Jackson, who was traded from the Thunder
to the Pistons in a three-team deal that
sent Jazz center Enes Kanter to Oklahoma
City. Jackson was ecstatic about getting
out of Russell Westbrook’s shadow, and
it shows by taking a peek at his Twitter
activity. But why? Sure, Detroit is a place
where Jackson can put up better numbers,
but what about when Brandon Jennings
returns from a ruptured Achilles tendon
next season? I am not so sure I understand
how jovial Jackson was about the trade.
In addition to trading away Dragic,
Phoenix sent another one its point guards,
Isaiah Thomas, to the Celtics for Marcus
Thornton and a 2016 first-round pick.
Detroit joined in the fun and brought
Tayshaun Prince back to the place he won
a championship in 2004. Just don’t remind
me of his chase-down block on Reggie,
please. The sun did not quite fade on the
Suns backcourt, however, as GM Ryan
McDonough acquired Brandon Knight
from Milwaukee in another three-team
deal that sent 76ers’ point guard Michael
Carter-Williams from the cellar of the
Eastern Conference to the current sixth
seed in the playoffs. Oh wait, the Knicks
are in the cellar! You didn’t think I would
miss the opportunity to add to the Knicks’
misery, did you?
The top teams were quiet at this deadline, with the top seeds in both conferences not making a single move. There
was mayhem, upheaval and a lot of prominent players relocating. These moves
will undoubtedly shift the playoff picture,
especially in the Eastern Conference. The
six through eight seeds in the East are
the Bucks, Heat and Nets, respectively. I
predict the Bucks will not hold on to that
playoff spot, and even though Chris Bosh
is out for the season for Miami, I predict
that the Heat will make the field of eight
in the East. The Nets are intriguing and
honestly it is a toss-up as they sit a game
up on Charlotte and 1.5 games above
Detroit and Indiana for the eight seed. Not
that this means anything, as the first-place
Hawks wait in the first round.
The trade deadline is a point in the NBA
season where many players meet new
teammates and new cities, and I am just
happy it was as exciting as ever.

Steven Hefter is a junior majoring in
economics. He can be reached at Steven.
Hefter@tufts.edu.
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Tufts to face Trinity in first
round of playoffs
by Wil Glavin
Sports Editor

Evan Sayles / The Tufts Daily

First-year guard Thomas Lapham brings the ball up in Tufts’ 92-66 loss to Amherst on Feb.
21. Lapham will be one of many key players to return for the Jumbos next season.

Jumbos end season with
bright look to next year
by ray paul biron
Assistant Sports Editor

After securing the
fourth seed in the
NESCAC
tournament,
Tufts dreams of a playoff
run were quickly dashed
in first round with a 92-66
loss to a hot-shooting
Amherst team in Cousens
Gymnasium on Saturday.
The Jumbos ended the
season 13-12.

The Lord Jeffs got
out to a hot start early
led by junior forward
Connor Green, and the
Jumbos were never able
to get back into the game.
Green, Amhert’s scoring
leader this season, had
29 points on 10-16 shooting and eight rebounds.
Amherst shot 56.4 percent from the field and
a remarkable 68.4 percent from three, while the

Jumbos were unable to
find any rhythm, shooting 37.1 percent and 25
percent,
respectively.
Senior tri-captain guard
Ben Ferris was Tufts’ leading scorer with 14 points
in 27 minutes.
The Jumbos finished
the season with the same
record as last year, but
returned to the NESCAC
see BASKETBALL, page 15

Tufts will face the top-seeded
Trinity Bantams in the quarterfinals of the NESCAC Championship
this weekend. The Jumbos finished
their regular season with an 8-142 record, the team’s best since the
2011-12 season, when the team won
12 games. While the Jumbos are facing the intimidating 21-2-1 Bantams,
the team remains confident that it
can earn its first ever trip to the semifinals.
“Our goal is to win the NESCAC
championship,”
senior
forward
William Sellers told the Daily in an
email. “The thing I’ve been most
impressed with so far is our compete
level; everyone is willing to work hard
and pays the price to make plays,
and that makes it hard for our opponents.”
On paper, Trinity is a near-perfect
team. The No. 4 Bantams have won
17 of their last 18 games and have
already defeated the Jumbos twice
this season. Trinity leads the NESCAC
in goals per game (4.38) and goals
allowed per game (1.79), as well as
having the second and third ranked
power play and penalty kill units,
respectively.
Individually speaking, Trinity has
three of the conference’s top four
scorers in sophomore forward Ryan
Cole (27 points), junior forward
Michael Hawkrigg (25) and senior forward Jackson Brewer (22). In addition,
the Bantams’ junior goalie Nathaniel
Heilbron allowed a conference-best
1.69 goals per game along with a stellar .939 save percentage in 16 conference games.
On the other side of the puck, the
Jumbos offense has relied on the stellar play of first-year phenom Brian
Brown, who leads the team in goals
and points with 13 and 23, respectively. Despite Tufts’ losing record,

Brown has maintained a plus/minus
of +7. Aside from Brown, the Jumbos
offense has been guided by the solid
play of senior forward Tyler Voigt,
sophomore forward Matt Pugh, junior
forward Stewart Bell and sophomore
defenseman Sean Kavanagh.
Sophomore goalie Mason Pulde
will be minding the net on Saturday
in Hartford. At the beginning of the
season, the Jumbos’ biggest question mark was at the goalie position.
The team had three largely untested
players and needed someone to step
up. Pulde answered the bell — he has
seen 611 shots in his 18 games but
has managed an admirable .910 save
percentage.
One of the keys to Saturday’s game
will be which team can start scoring
early. The Jumbos have typically been
slow starters this season with just
15 goals in first periods, but when
they are leading after the first, they
are 6-0-0. In that same statistic, the
Bantams are 14-1-0.
Tufts’ ability to get a decent number of shots off against a ferocious
Trinity defense will be another factor in who comes out on top. During
the season, the Jumbos took just 688
shots, while their opponents fired
822. The Bantams had a split of 941 to
655.
Finally, Tufts is going to need its
power play unit to step up. In conference play this season, the Jumbos’
power-play scored on 7 of 59 chances
(.119). Trinity’s penalty kill, on the
other hand, stopped 86.9 percent of
its conference opponent’s opportunities. While the odds are stacked
against Tufts, finding a way to score
on the power play will give Tufts a
chance to gain the upper hand.
Even if Tufts cannot pull off the
upset, the team will still have an
incredibly bright future. Pulde will be
returning next season, as will six of
see ICE HOCKEY, page 15

Track and Field

Jumbos place sixth at Springfield
The men’s track and field
team started its championship
season with a sixth-place finish at the New England Div. III
Championships at Springfield
College this past Saturday.
A total score of 52.5 placed
Tufts behind MIT, Bates,
Williams, Southern Maine and
Bridgewater State. Amherst,
Bowdoin, Coast Guard and
Westfield State rounded out
the rest of the top 10.
The sixth-place finish was
admittedly below the standards the team had set for
themselves beforehand, but
some impressive individual finishes kept the team hopeful
for the season looking ahead.
Off
the
track,
the
Jumbos saw sophomore Pietro
Possenti and junior Atticus
Swett earn high finishes in
the pole vault and shot put,
respectively. Possenti reached
a 13’ 9.25” clearance to tie
for fourth while Swett placed
in fifth with a 47’ 9’’ throw.
Meanwhile junior Michael
Curley managed his best performance of the season in the
5,000 meters with a time of
14:52.11 — enough to earn
him second in the event.
Senior Allan Yau scored

another top finish for Tufts,
finishing in fourth-place in the
heptathlon. Yau accumulated
a season-best 4,236 points in
the competition.
Despite this being Tufts’
first finish outside the top
five since 2000, the team
did impress with three wins
at Springfield. Juniors Veer
Bhalla, Mitchell Black and the
relay team of Bhalla, Black
and first-
y ears Tom DePalma
and Peter McCawley all scored
victories on Saturday. Bhalla
claimed the top spot in the
600 meter, clocking a 1:21.60
finish. Black, meanwhile, ran
to first place in the 1,000meter run in 2:28.24. Black’s
performance in the race was
not only impressive, but also
record breaking, as he surpassed the previous record
of 2:28.70 set in 2010 by
Billy Hale (LA ’10). This was
the second week in a row
that Black set a school record
after he set Boston University’s
track ablaze with a 1:49.16
clocking in the 800 meter last
week. The two then combined
with DePalma and McCawley
to notch another top finish in
the 4×800-meter relay with a
time of 7:57.32.

	Injuries to important members on the team may have
been one source of the team’s
somewhat disappointing finish. This included the absence
of senior Brian Williamson,
who could have had a major
positive impact on the outcome of the meet.
Senior co-captain Marshall
Pagano, who earned a 2:33.38
time in the 1,000 meters,
believes the New England
Championship, taking place
this weekend at Boston
University, is the second biggest team meet of the season,
behind the NESCAC championship.
“It was a good wake up call
for the guys because we’re
really looking forward to the
NESCACs … it was a really big
team meet for us,” he said. “It
told us that there’s work to be
done. We want to keep ramping up that intensity and that
focus.”

Nicholas Pfosi / The Tufts Daily

—by Jack Szumski

Tufts senior Allan Yau jumped, threw and ran himself to a top-four
finish in the heptathlon.

