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Safety concerns emerge following local “catfishing” incidents
by Liam Knox

Assistant News Editor

ANNIE CHEN / TUFTS DAILY

Various university offices have
received multiple reports from Tufts students who were “approached by nonTufts affiliates falsely representing themselves either in person and/or through
social media dating sites as Tufts students,” according to a Feb. 9 email to
Tufts students. This phenomenon of
online misrepresentation is also known
as “catfishing.”
The
email
was
co-authored
by Dean of Student Affairs Mary Pat
McMahon, Office of Equal Opportunity
(OEO) Director Jill Zellmer and Tufts
University Police Department ( TUPD)
Chief of Police Kevin Maguire.
“Since there has been an increase of
these types of reports, we want to raise
campus awareness of this practice and
encourage all students to be vigilant
and stay aware as you meet people in
person and online,” the email read. “As
you may know, it is relatively easy to
mislead others online so we urge you
to be especially careful.”
According to Alexandra Donovan,
Tufts’ Sexual Misconduct Prevention
specialist, student reports of catfishing started coming in early this winter about incidents that took place on
Facebook, Twitter, Tinder and Grindr,

among other social media platforms.
In an email to the Daily, Maguire defined
catfishing as “the phenomenon of Internet
scammers who fabricate online identities
and entire social circles to trick people
into what are usually romantic relationships or thefts of money.”
Donovan said while she is unable
to reveal the number of reported incidents, the problem was significant
enough to warrant an email alert.
“It rises to the level of an email only when
there’s a patten of behavior,” Donovan said.
“Students have a feeling of safety on campus and this was something that was interfering with that.”
According to McMahon, there was
one report of a student misrepresenting themselves as a Tufts student in
person rather than online, although
the incidents happened “more online
than not.”
Maguire said that while only one
incident of catfishing was reported
directly to TUPD, the incidents may
have criminal implications.
“Many people on the Internet don’t
have your best interests in mind, and
some are criminals,” he said.
Donovan said the email alert was sent
out not because catfishing on campus is
a new occurence, but because of the new
see Catfishing , page 2

University to consider changing printing services for next academic year
by Gil Jacobson

Assistant News Editor

The university is considering making changes to its current printing services that would go into effect this fall,
amid negotiations for a new student
printing contract once the current contract expires on June 30. Part of these
negotiations include a survey emailed
out to the student body by the Print/
Copy Contract Team on Feb. 16.
According to the Feb. 16 email, a
team comprised of representatives from
Tufts Technology Services, Tufts libraries, Tufts Dining and Tufts Purchasing, is
considering a contract that would
include mobile printing, more printing
locations on campus, a subsidized printing allowance of a set number of pages
or set monetary amount, as well as the
ability to print something and pick up
a job at any Tufts “pay for print” printer, regardless of where job’s computer source is situated, according to
team members Tisch Library Associate
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Director Dorothy Meaney and Kyle Pope,
director of Client Support Services for
Tufts Technology Services.
“We’re trying to develop our RFP
(Request for Proposal) for vendors
and the kinds of things we’re going
to ask them to help us think about
and whether or not we can implement
them,” Meaney said.
According to Meaney, a group
of Tufts Community Union ( TCU)
Senate members approached her
during the fall semester about reforming campus printing options and gave
her a written statement requesting that
program changes be discussed.
“It was good timing on their part
because the contract is up for renegotiation,” Meaney said.
TCU Senator Jacqueline Chen and TCU
President Brian Tesser passed a resolution on Sunday that strongly encourages
Tufts administrators to have a subsidized
printing program in place for students by
this fall semester, according to the Daily’s
Feb. 22 recap of the meeting.
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“When I first got elected to [TCU]
Senate, a student approached me asking
why we didn’t have free printing at Tufts
and if that was something I could work
on in Senate,” Chen, a first-year, said.
Along with having conversations
with student government members,
Meaney said that the survey sent out
last week provided another avenue to
gather student feedback.
According to Pope, the Print/Copy
Contract Team received 547 responses on the survey within one day. He
explained that the team had previously
heard people express a desire for 24/7
printing, one of the features listed in
the student survey. Within the survey, students are asked to rank what
aspects of campus printing are most
important to them.
“We’ve been impressed by the openness of the student body to respond to
some of the questions,” Pope said.
Changes to printing services were
last considered three years ago, and
the current “pay for print” system has
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been in place for 13 years, he said.
Meaney explained that renewing a
printing contract is dependent on what
is “available from vendors and the capabilities of software and the technology”
over a given three-year period.
“This is what we generally do with most
of our contracts,” Pope said. “We assess
whether we want to keep going with the
same vendors or if there are other vendors
that can provide us with better services,
better features, better pricing.”
According to Pope, the current
contract includes a number of parts
including a hardware vendor, a software vendor, printers, paper and toner,
along with an employee who checks
every week day to ensure that paper
and toner are stocked, and that printers are in acceptable shape.
Meaney said that while the Print/
Copy Contract Team has not yet
received any vendor proposals, any
considerations for printing funding in
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Potential printing changes considered based on student feedback
Printing

continued from page 1
the new contract need to be “self-sustaining.”
“There really is no such thing as free
printing,” Meaney said. “The paper
and the toner and the machines — it
has to be paid for in some way.”
She explained that free printing
that already exists on campus in locations such as Halligan Hall are not
under the “pay for print” program,
which are not “connected to the rest
of the system.”
Tufts Director of Dining and
Business Services Patti Klos explained
that students cannot receive a
set number of pages to print from
because color printing has different
prices from color copying, and the current system sees the monetary amount
spent rather than “the actual numbers
of images generated.”
However, Klos said there is a possibility
of giving students eligible for free printing a
certain monetary allotment for printing a set
number of pages through JumboCash, which
would be separate from money spent on
campus dining.

Laura de Armas / The Tufts Daily.

Student prints assignment in the Tisch Library
“But if for some reason you could use that
for color printing, if that were $1 per page
versus 10 cents, then you might exhaust
it more quickly,” Klos said. “But a student
would make that choice, in my opinion.”
Meaney added that research on printing services is currently being done on all

printing station on Feb. 24.
Tufts campuses.
“One of the goals of this is to bring
together the three campuses because
each campus had in the past, kind of
done this separately and now we’re
trying to…make sure it’s consistent,”
Pope said.

University alerts Tufts community about drink-spiking,
catfishing incidents
Catfishing

continued from page 1
concern that people are pretending to
attend Tufts in order to lower the guard
of actual students. McMahon said a similar email was sent to Tufts’ Boston and
Grafton campuses, where many of the
university’s graduate schools are located.
“We’ve gotten other complaints
about catfishing but not claiming to be
Tufts students,” Donovan said. “That
particular piece is what was new to us
and what we were hearing more of, and
because of that particular characteristic it seems like students were much
more willing to engage with that person than with someone who they knew
was outside the community.”
While McMahon said she could not
comment on the scope of the problem,
she said that an alert message could be
warranted by “even a small pattern of
two or three instances.” She also said
that a single incident would not likely
result in a community-wide email, but
would prompt a university investigation and support for the victim.
According to McMahon, investigation into specific incidents of catfishing began immediately after receiving
the reports.
“[Getting the] message out to the
community is not the only thing we do,”
she said. “If we have a concern great
enough that we would send a message
out, we would also be working really
hard to investigate into stuff — looking
for individuals, trying to get more information, trying to get witnesses.”
Donovan addressed an anonymous
post on the social media platform Yik

Yak, which was published shortly after
the email alert was sent out, that read,
“I feel like there was a tone in that
email that suggested we shouldn’t talk
to non-Tufts students.” Donovan said
that this was not the intent of the
alert.
“I don’t care if you’re hanging out with
people from other schools — you’re in
Boston. There’s a million other schools here,
that has nothing to do with it,” she said.
“The point is that this is someone with
ill-intent who is using this medium to get to
students for ill-intent, not just that someone
is trying to pretend to be someone else.”
On Feb. 23, an email co-authored
again by McMahon, Zellmer and
Maguire was sent to the university
community regarding “recent concerning incidents on or near campus that
may be linked to spiked or drugged
drinks.” These two patterns of predatory behavior in the community are
concerning but not necessarily connected, McMahon said.
“If we had concerns that the catfishing and the drink spiking were
connected, we would probably alert
people to that,” she said.
Hannah Shevrin, treasurer of Action
for Sexual Assault Prevention at Tufts
(ASAP), said that the catfishing email
did not outline practical solutions to
the problem and seemed to take a
neutral stance on the complicity of the
victims of catfishing.
“The email doesn’t seem to outwardly blame victims, but that precautionary wording is similar to ‘use the buddy
system to help prevent drink spiking’
instead of ‘stop spiking drinks’, Shevrin,

a sophomore, said. “It just doesn’t feel
that productive to me.”
ASAP posted a statement on its
Facebook page in response to the email
alert concerning spiked drinks. In its
statement, the group condemned the
university for being “too hesitant, afraid
or ignorant to support survivors.”
“ASAP will take action to directly confront the authors of this email for perpetuating rape culture,” the post read. “Good
intentions are not enough. We will work
with the administration to make sure that
this situation is rectified and does not
happen again in the future.”
McMahon said the authors of the
catfishing email intended the message
to be understanding of student experiences.
“We’re trying to tell students about
these harmful patterns while being
supportive of their experiences and
social lives,” she said.
The drink spiking email follows a
series of other alerts that have been
emailed to the Tufts community this
semester, including the catfishing alert,
a Norovirus safety alert sent on Feb. 11
and a severe cold weather warning also
sent on Feb. 11. According to McMahon,
this has amounted to more alert emails
than all of last semester, and the Office
of Student Affairs only sends out alerts
when it deems an issue to be an area of
serious concern.
“I’m not sure that we had the same
kind of patterns last semester,” she
said. “We wouldn’t send one [email]
just because we recently sent another message, but we also try not to
oversend.”
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The cold commute

How Tufts commuters handle extreme weather
(EVAN SAYLES / THE TUFTS DAILY)

Tufts is blanketed in snow as Winter Storm Jonas blows through campus on Friday, Feb. 5, 2016.
by Nina Joung

Assistant Features Editor

While Tufts experienced a record-breaking 108.6 inches of snowfall and five snow
days last winter, Feb. 8 was the closest Tufts
came to a snow day this year. However,
for a specific subset of the Tufts community, including the commuting faculty, staff
and students at Tufts, a snow day can wreak
havoc with their plans.
According to commuter students and
Tufts dining staff, they must often chose
between making an early morning trek
or staying overnight on campus during
extremely snowy weather.
When deciding to close school in
advance of a snowstorm like the one on
Feb. 8, the Office of Emergency Management
monitors updates from the National Weather
Service, according to a Feb. 11, 2014 blog post
written by Geoffrey Bartlett, Tufts’ Director
of Emergency Management and Deputy
Director of Public and Environmental Safety.
There’s no set “formula” for a
snow day, Bartlett said. That decision
includes many elements.
“There’s no hard and fast values that
we’re looking for or specific variables, when
they reach a specific point, [they’re] going
to automatically trigger a specific decision,”
Bartlett said. “When we’re talking about
the weather forecast, we’re really looking
at three things: we’re looking at magnitude
— so how much are we going to get; also,
timing is also an important factor; and the
last really important factor is confidence.”
Bartlett said that while sometimes forecasts are confident, storms are often complex
in their composition and harder to predict. In
these cases, a decision on a snow day can be
carried over to the next morning. Morning
deliberations begin at around 5:00 a.m., and
a final decision is usually made around 5:30
a.m., Bartlett explained.
“The final decision is made by the
Executive Vice President, with input from the
Vice President for Operations, Vice President
for Human Resources and if it affects the
Grafton campus, the Dean of the Cummings
School of Veterinary Medicine,” Bartlett wrote
in a Feb. 12 blog post. “This group of executives relies on the input of [Tufts University
Police Department] and Facilities Services…
The decision-making process is consultative,
many times requiring discussion with some or
all of the Executive Associate Deans of the 10

schools and one research center that make up
Tufts University.”
One important element of the decision
is public transit closure, as commuting students, faculty and staff use public roads and
transportation to arrive on campus during
rough weather. However, according to his Feb.
12 blog post, Bartlett believes that since less
than nine percent of Medford/Somerville
students, faculty and staff ride the subway
or commuter rail to Tufts, the decision to
close the university should be based mostly
around the on-campus community, though
commuters are encouraged to make their
own sound decisions for their safety.
“We’re trying to use information, data
in aggregate, and that’s not going to be an
ideal situation for every individual person,
but we need to make a decision about the
preponderance of the Tufts community and
the campus,” Bartlett said.
Sophomore Susan Hassan is a commuter and a resident of West Medford. Hassan
described the delays that affected her morning commute to her early morning class
during last winter’s weather conditions.
“…There was this huge mound of snow
that would cover a whole lane of traffic, and
it would get so jammed that the 15-minute
bus ride would take an hour,” Hassan said.
“It was an 8:30 a.m. class, so that’s why it was
very difficult to get up super early and take
the bus. Because at that time, buses don’t run
every 30 minutes or 20 minutes, they would
run every hour.”
Other commuter students were able
to avoid the snow-covered morning commute by utilizing the Hillside House or the
Commuter House. According to Chiamaka
Chima, a Tufts graduate student and co-manager of the Commuter House, the House
serves students who decide to commute for
convenience, financial reasons or other reasons. She said the house creates a community to meet friends and give commuters their
own space on campus.
According to junior Bryan Kenny, Chima’s
co-manager and co-president of Tufts OffHill Council, commuting students stayed at
the Commuter House on Feb. 8 to avoid a
potentially dangerous commute home, a safe
option during last-minute inconveniences.
“It’s taking away that risk factor…giving
commuters a safe space to stay when there
are some variables that you can’t control
like the weather or your car breaks or your
parents can’t give you a ride home,” he said.

According to Kenny, students who
have registered with the Commuter House
can easily sign up for an open room to stay
for the night and there are clean emergency
linens available for students who need them.
Kenny emphasized how easy it is to register
to gain access to the Commuter House and
its resources, and that all it takes is an email
to the Commuter House.
Kenny said that even during last year’s
multiple snow storms and snow days, the
Commuter House has never had difficulty
accommodating students.
“I can’t think of a time when someone said
‘I need a room,’ and we said no and couldn’t
give them the space,” Kenny said.
Senior Dan Bozovic has been part of the
Commuter House for two years. Along with
Kenny, he is now co-president of the OffHill Council. The council, which according
to Bozovic recently became recognized by
the Tufts Community Union (TCU) Senate,
represents commuters and students living
off-campus.
Part of the mission of the Off-Hill
Council is to promote the Commuter House
as a resource for commuters. For Bozovic,
even though he lives “up the hill,” there were
times last winter when going home was not
an option.
“My car does not have snow tires, so it’s
hard just commuting to and from home,”
Bozovic said. “It was nice to know that there
was a place to stay, and I didn’t have to
mooch off my friends’ places. I have a spot
dedicated for times like that, so it was pretty
great to have this resource for that.”
Last winter, Dewick-MacPhie and
Carmichael, the main dining halls on
campus, continued their services through
each winter storm. According to Director
of Dining and Business Services Patti Klos,
during events like last year’s multiple snow
days, the main dining halls had to keep up
with a greater number of students using
the facilities and the staff had to show up to
work despite extreme weather conditions.
Klos explained that dining staff members that are considered “essential staff”
— those working in the main dining halls as
well as those working in the central kitchen
located in the lower level of Dewick — are
expected to arrive at work despite emergency situations like snow storms. She noted
that the distinction of being a member of
essential staff and its responsibilities are
made known to employees upon hiring.

Some staff will decide that the best
option for them is to spend the night on
campus. Klos said that staff who choose to
stay overnight are offered amenities such
as air mattresses, linens and emergency
toiletry kits.
While Klos says that more than half
of the dining services staff is expected to
arrive to work during emergency situations such as snow storms, according to
a Jan. 28, 2015 Daily op-ed, only about
10 employees spent the night in Dewick
and about six employees spent the night
in Carmichael.
Sandy Almonte, a cook at Dewick, said
that those who are likely to spend the night in
the dining halls include staff members who
are scheduled to come in during early morning hours to prepare food, the sous-chef and
some managers.
For Robert Stefanik, the service manager
at Dewick, spending the night at Dewick was
a safer option than going home one night
last winter.
“I live in Swampscott, and my housemates were telling me that the town wasn’t
plowed well,” Stefanik said. “So I ended up
staying here.”
One of the Dining Services Attendants,
Donna Alberino, said of her one-night stay in
Dewick last winter that employees make the
most of the situation by talking and getting to
know one another during their overnight stay.
“There is camaraderie,” she said. “It’s
nice to stay up and talk with people who
you work with.”
Almonte also noted that some members
of the staff carpool together to help with the
commute home.
“We try to help one another,” Almonte
said. “We’ve worked with each other for so
many years.”
Both Almonte and Stefanik highlighted
that no matter the situation, providing food
for the student body is their priority. Tufts
students recognized such dedication last
year through Tufts Confessions posts, posters and notes decorating the dining hall
and even through Jan. 28, 2015 Daily editorial.
According to Klos, such support for the
dining staff’s dedication makes the Tufts
community a pleasure to serve.
“Honestly, we go into this work because
we enjoy it,” Klos said. “It has its demands,
but it’s satisfying and particularly being on
this campus because we have great students.”
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THEATER RETROSPECTIVE

Kimi Maeda’s ‘Bend’ explores relationship between memory and
identity for Day of Remembrance
by Paige Spangenthal
Contributing Writer

A black mat blanketed in a thin layer
of sand covered the stage at Balch Arena
Theatre this past Sunday as part of a performance by artist Kimi Maeda for Tufts’ Day
of Remembrance. Wooden blocks, arranged
carefully on the stage, formed the images
of a house and a car. A wooden rack to the
side of the mat held a variety of tools, like a
broom and a paintbrush with an extremely
long wooden handle. Two large speakers were
placed on either side of the mat, with a suitcase and projection screen depicting a live
feed of the sand and the blocks on the mat
positioned at the back.
At the beginning of “Bend,” the final part
of the Epherma Trilogy, Maeda entered the
stage barefoot and packed the wooden blocks
into the suitcase. A prerecorded narration of
Maeda’s voice began to play on the speakers:
“Have you seen the movie about my dad
called Bend? My dad hasn’t either, but he’s
pretty sure it’s playing next Thursday. He
doesn’t know where, just like he doesn’t know
where he is right now.”
As the recording played, Maeda began to
draw in the sand, but she never spoke during

“Bend.” She silently arranged the sand into
beautiful images and shapes with precise,
well-choreographed movements. The images
Maeda conjured were paired with archival
film footage, personal voiceovers and audio
interviews with Maeda’s father, Robert Maeda.
These varying forms of media combined to
tell the story of Robert Maeda’s experiences in a Japanese-American internment camp
during World War II.
According to an event sheet from last year’s
Day of Remembrance, the day is “an annual observance of Executive Order 9066 the
presidential mandate that ordered 120,000
Americans of Japanese ancestry to be imprisoned in concentration camps during World
War II. This day is a reminder of the need to
protect civil rights and also to honor all who
have fought and continue to fight for freedom
and equality.”
In the aftermath of the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt issued the executive order that called for the mass incarceration of Japanese-Americans living
on the west coast. The U.S. government
would hold those 120,000 people for four
years in internment camps for no reason
other than their race, in cruel conditions

that mark one of the darkest moments in
American history.
Robert Maeda arrived at an internment
camp at the age of nine. At the camp, he
encountered the successful modernist
sculptor Isamu Noguchi, who had voluntarily entered himself into the camp. Maeda
watched Noguchi, as he worked on his sculptures and later credited the artist as one of
his main inspirations upon becoming an
art historian with a focus on the art of east
Asia. Maeda often lectured on Noguchi’s work
and began writing a book about him but was
unable to complete his work before the symptoms of dementia set in at the end of his life.
As the disease began to take away her father’s
memory, Kimi Maeda was inspired to start
exploring the ways Noguchi’s life story intertwined with her father’s.
Kimi Maeda’s use of sand as an artistic
medium in “Bend” was particularly potent. In
a matter of moments, Maeda created incredibly detailed pictures in the sand, such as a portrait of her father as a child. Maeda destroyed
these illustrations almost as quickly as she created them; with one sweep of a broom, each
image disappeared forever. Doing so left the
audience with a moving statement about the
ephemerality of human memory, touchingly

appropriate for a performance that explores
the life of a man suffering from dementia.
The music used for “Bend” was equally
compelling — all the songs within the performance are connected to Japanese culture.
In one striking recording during the performance, Isamu Noguchi’s ex-wife sang a melancholy tune with a voice that was high, clear
and beautiful. The song’s close connection to
the performance’s subject matter had a powerful impact on the audience.
Maeda incorporates film clips from the
20th century into the performance. One clip
that was especially unsettling to the audience
was taken from an episode of the Three Stooges
titled, “The Yoke’s on Me.” The extremely racist
clip depicts Japanese Americans in an internment camp as violent and savage. As the
video played, Maeda stopped drawing in the
sand, turned to face the screen and watched
it along with the audience. This moment created a refreshing uneasiness in the audience,
as viewers were forced to consider the racist
history that informs American culture and
pop culture to this day.
Ultimately, “Bend” was a compelling, moving piece that prodded the viewer to reflect on
the fleetingness of memory, the importance of
history and the ways these subjects intertwine.

THEATER REVIEW

DJ Kid Koala’s ‘Nufonia Must Fall’
is a groundbreaking production
by Eran Sabaner

Assistant Arts Editor

It is difficult to precisely categorize “Nufonia
Must Fall” (2015), and its creator, Kid Koala, is
well aware of the fact. Before the show started,
the Canadian DJ thanked the fully packed room
for “choosing the show over simpler entertainment.” Complex or not, “Nufonia Must Fall”
clearly got enough attention from the public
— initially scheduled to preview in Institute of
Contemporary Arts (ICA) for two nights only, the
show sold out, leading the DJ to add a third date.
The attention is well-deserved, given how outstanding the show was. “Nufonia Must Fall” is a
medium-bending production that will remain
in the audience’s memory for a long time.
Very simply, “Nufonia Must Fall” is a live
puppet movie accompanied by live music. This
alone makes it difficult to fit the show into
any medium. The show is not exactly a movie
since everything happens live; there are multiple puppet sets and a moving camera that
captures each action. Nor is it theater, because
the show is projected onto a screen and certain
gimmicks are used to create a movie-like effect.
Furthermore, the whole production could be
mistakenly promoted as a live music performance, since Kid Koala provides music in his
DJ booth along with Afiara Quartet, but the
story is projected on the screen.
In a way, the whole production is built
atop the contrast between traditional and modern. At its core, “Nufonia Must Fall” is a puppet
show, an art form not prevalent in modern
pop culture. Yet the show is presented in movie
form, one of the primary artistic mediums of
the present. Similarly, the music features a conventional string score juxtaposed with more
contemporary sounding swingy house music.
The contrast between old and new is essentially what makes “Nufonia Must Fall” work.
Some will unquestionably argue that
the originality and the overall production of

“Nufonia Must Fall” overshadows the story
being presented, but the story, which is loosely based on Kid Koala’s graphic novel of the
same name, is worth seeing. “Nufonia Must
Fall” is about an incompetent robot that tries
to win over Malorie, an intelligent robotist whose biggest dream is to have a vacation,
by creating the perfect love song. The subtle,
bittersweet romance between the two is reminiscent of the romance in Spike Jonze movies,
particularly his short “I’m Here” (2010). It is
worth noting that the director of “Nufonia
Must Fall” is KK Barret, the production manager of Jonze’s film “Her” (2013).
After the show, the audience was allowed to
see the puppet sets and talk with the crew. The
stage quickly turned into an exhibition area as
the audience formed lines to see each of the
sets, providing the audience a glimpse of the
production process of the show. Simultaneously,
merchandise related to the show was sold at the
ICA lobby. Kid Koala was sitting in a nearby table,
signing the merchandise. Both the long line on
the stage and the long line snaking through the
lobby proved that the show was well-received
among the audience.Simultaneously, merchandise related to the show was sold at the ICA
lobby. Kid Koala was sitting in a nearby table,
signing the merchandise. Both the long line on
the stage and the long line snaking through the
lobby proved that the show was well-received
among the audience.
It wouldn’t be an overstatement to label
“Nufonia Must Fall” as groundbreaking because
the show is an effective experiment, able to break
the rigid walls of different art mediums. Aside
from its innovative production, the narrative of
“Nufonia Must Fall” is quite moving, superior
to many generic romance movies we see on the
big screen. The show, which premiered last June
at the Luminato Festival in Toronto, is currently
touring the United States. Even though another
Boston show is not likely anytime soon, seeing
the show elsewhere is highly recommended.

Reason #5: Travel
with EXPERIENCED,
enthusiastic staff!
www.israelwithisraelis.com
Sign up today!
Sara Legasey | sara.legasey@tufts.edu
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Earth and Ocean Sciences: Come hear from current majors and
faculty about majors in Geology and
Geological Sciences and minors in Geology and Geosciences.
Lunch will be served-12pm-1pm, Lane Hall Room 007

Michael Glennon

Professor of International Law, The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy
will discuss:

“National Security and Double Government”
During the 2008 presidential campaign, candidate Barack Obama regularly criticized his
predecessor’s trillion-dollar wars, CIA torture of prisoners and NSA surveillance of U.S.
citizens. Once in office, President Obama did an about-face, retaining many of the national
security officials who had masterminded those same Bush/Cheney administration policies.

It was as though this country’s national security apparatus were above
the law and immune to changes in administration.
Drawing from his recent book, "National Security and Double Government," Prof. Glennon will
explain how this could come about and the shadow it casts over Election 2016.

7 PM Thursday, March 3rd, Barnum 8
163 Packard Ave., Tufts University, Medford

Sponsored by the Toupin-Bolwell Fund
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Sarah: “28 days is a very long time...”
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CROSSWORD

Friday’s Solution

SUDOKU

JUMBLE

Difficulty Level: Taking cheat sheet but still failing the exam.

Friday’s Solution

NON SEQUITUR
BY WILEY MILLER
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Sports
WEEKEND PREVIEW

by Onat Tarimcilar

Tufts Sports Weekend Preview

Contributing Writer

Though several teams have already
wrapped up their seasons, the winter
season — and more importantly, the
championship season — isn’t over yet.
Several teams are still battling their ways
through the postseason, with their targets set on NESCAC crowns or even bigger prizes, and the Daily is here to give
you a rundown of what to watch this
weekend.
Undoubtedly, the event of the weekend on campusis the women’s basketball NESCAC Championship game,
which will take place this weekend at the
Cousens Gym as the No. 1 seed Jumbos
hunt for their third straight NESCAC title.
The action kicks off tomorrow with the
semifinal round, as Tufts takes on the
No. 5 seed Colby at 2 p.m. and continues
with the championship game at noon
on Sunday. The No. 2 and No. 3 seeds,
Amherst and Bowdoin, duke it out at 4
p.m. tomorrow for the right to make it to

Sunday’s contest. After finishing the regular season undefeated in the NESCAC
(22-2 overall), the Jumbos are the favorites to win it all with the help of their
smothering defense. Tufts has not lost
since Dec. 12, winning 17 straight games
since then, including its only meeting
against Colby this year in a 54-45 finish.
Men’s basketball also enters its
NESCAC championship weekend, traveling to Trinity as the tournament’s No.
3 seed, with just as strong conference
title hopes as the women’s team. Tufts
plays No. 2-seeded Amherst, a team they
beat 84-73 just three weeks ago, at 4 p.m.
tomorrow. If Tufts can repeat that result,
it will remain at Trinity for the championship game on Sunday at noon against
the winner of the No. 1 seed Trinity
and No. 4 seed Middlebury matchup.
Tufts looks to get its prolific offense,
which led the NESCAC in scoring this
season, going early against an equally
high-powered Amherst offense.
Hockey begins its NESCAC tournament this weekend after just bare-

ly holding on last weekend with a tie
and a loss to make it into the tournament as the No. 8 seed. As a result, the
team travels to Williamstown to take on
the top-seeded Williams Ephs tomorrow
at 4:30 p.m. The Jumbos suffered losses
in both games against the Ephs this
season, but the NESCAC has proven
recently that no team is safe from an
upset. The Jumbos, who have experience battling out of the bottom seed,
having upset the No. 1 seed and eventual national champion Trinity Bantams
in the quarterfinals last year.
The men and women’s track and field
teams, both in the process of cementing their strongest seasons in recent
years, are making the short ride over to
Boston University this weekend for the
NEICAAA Championships, also known
as Open New England’s. The Jumbos
are looking to build up momentum at
this meet, which features New England
schools from across Divs. I, II and III and
is one of the last meets before the NCAA
Championships next month.

With 15 B cut times, Jumbos hopeful for NCAA invitations
Williams relay’s 6:50.65 time. Bowen also
finished first and won himself another conference title in the 100 butterfly. However,
that wasn’t the most memorable moment
for the first-year.
“I think I swam well, but the team’s
performance as a whole was especially
incredible on Sunday,” Michael Brienza,
a sophomore, said. “That night, we finally
realized how fast we can really be. I think
the other days, especially Friday, we were
just going through the motions.”
Brienza also believes that strong fan support helped carry the team last weekend and
had an effect on its racing.
“I am entirely sure we couldn’t have
come close to second place without [our
fans],” he said.
The team’s seniors are able to recognize that

MEN'S SWIMMING

continued from back
a time of 1:51.21. Both performances were
under the 1:53.87 NCAA B qualifier.
“Personally, I am incredibly happy with
my performances,” DeBenedetto said.
“Recapturing my school record and temporarily holding the Williams pool record in the
200 butterfly are clear highlights. I achieved
most of the goals that I had going into the
meet and had been striving for for the past
four years. I think that my freshman year self
would be proud of me now.”
On Saturday, Tufts picked up two conference titles. The 800 freestyle relay team of
Bowen, first-year Noah Cagley, sophomore
Zachary Wallace and Winget finished the
day with a 6:49.22 time, just beating out the

this Tufts team, one of the best the school has
ever had, finished with what is undoubtedly
the program’s strongest finish in years.
“Ever since my freshman year, it has been
our goal to finish top three in the NESCAC,”
DeBenedetto said. “This year, we not only
broke out of our three-year fourth-place rut,
but we defeated our long-time rivals [Conn.
College] by only 3.5 points. Our second-place
finish was incredible for the whole team, but
for the seniors it really felt like a perfect culmination of our Tufts swimming experience.”
Over the course of the weekend, the
Jumbos accumulated 15 NCAA B cut times
across eight individual events and both medley relay events in one of the strongest acrossthe-board team performances in program
history. Eight Jumbos received All-Conference
awards this week, and Bowen received the

Can Early Childhood Education
Teachers make a difference in the
lives of young children?

There is Still Time to Join
the ECE MAT Program
http://ase.tufts.edu/epcshd/ECE/

	
  

	
  
	
  

See what makes our program unique!
¥ Focused on teaching children from diverse
backgrounds in urban school settings
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Men’s Track update

The men’s track and field team continued
to make the case that they are one of the strongest teams the program has seen in recent
years with a third-place finish at the New
England Div. III Championships last weekend
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT). Senior tri-captain Mitchell Black and
senior Veer Bhalla led the way with a win each,
as Black won the 800-meter for the second
time in his career and Bhalla won the 600meter for the third consecutive year. The team
put up 74 points to finish behind first-place
MIT (138) and second-place Williams (132).
Among other highlights, the Tufts 4×400meter relay team of sophomore Andrew DiMaiti,
first-year Nico Agosti, and juniors Alex Kasemir
and Nick Usoff finished just 0.18 seconds behind
New England champion MIT to take second.
The Jumbos are back in action this weekend
at the NEICAAA Championships, or the Open
New England’s, at Boston University where they
look to continue building momentum during
the championship meet season ahead of the
NCAA Championships two weeks from now.
Look for the Daily’s full coverage of the NED3
and Open New England’s meets next week.
by Maclyn Senear

NESCAC Rookie of the Year Award.
Of those B cuts, though, only three qualified for the NCAA Div. III Championships
next month in Greensboro, N.C. Last night,
Winget, DeBenedetto and Bowen were all
officially announced as NCAA participants, as
all three will be competing in the 100 butterfly and 200 backstroke. Winget and Bowen
will be competing in the 100 backstroke as
well, while DeBenedetto will be competing in
the 200 butterfly for his third event. The three
swimmer-squad is the largest contingent of
swimmers Tufts has sent to NCAAs since 2011.
In the meantime, Rohrer and sophomore diver Aaron Idelson head to the NCAA
Zone Qualifiers at Wellesley this afternoon and
tomorrow as they try to qualify for the NCAA
Championships themselves. The action kicks off
at 2 p.m. and continues at noon tomorrow.
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FENCING

Fencing team successful at NEIFC Championships
by Ben Feinberg

Contributing Writer

The women’s fencing team had a
successful meet on Saturday, coming in fourth place out of 13 teams at
the New England Intercollegiate Fencing
Conference (NEIFC) Championships,
behind winners Boston College, runner-up
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT) and third-place Brandeis University.
The championships — a different
kind of challenge from the head-to-head
matchups the Jumbos have been used to
this season — allowed for only the team’s
best fencers to compete in an intense,
tournament-style meet. Despite this, the
Jumbos battled through a long day with
saber squad placing third while the epee
and foil squads both came in fifth.
Nine Jumbos competed on Saturday,
with a squad of three competing in each
of the three weapons categories.
Junior Anna Gooch explained that this
meet was different in that each fencer was
designated the A, B or C fencer in his or
her weapon category — foil, epee or saber
— and fencers only competed against others within their respective division. After
a round robin within each division, the
top six A fencers, top four B fencers and
top two C fencers advanced to the direct
elimination round of 15 bouts, with the
competitors divided into two pools of six
within each A, B or C division.
Gooch earned the team’s highest place
finish on the day, taking second in the
epee B category. Leading the team’s strongest overall weapons category, the saber,
was senior captain Alexandra Boden, who
came in fifth as the team’s A division
saber competitor. Sophomore Bridget
Marturano came in fifth for the B saber

and sophomore Nayab Ajaz came in third
in the saber C division.
Boden was one of four Tufts athletes who made it to the elimination
rounds. Junior Juliet Hewes, who came in
fourth in the A foil, first-year Zoe Howard,
who came in third in the women’s B foil
and Gooch, who came in second in the
women’s B epee, also advanced. All four
girls lost in the elimination rounds.
Among the other Jumbos who were
unable to advance to the elimination
round were senior foil captain Laura
Coughlin, who came in sixth in the women’s C foil, senior Julia Malleck, who came
in tenth in the women’s A epee and junior
Chandler Coble, who came in fifth place in
the women’s C epee.
The tournament nature of the meet
meant that the nine Jumbos who fenced
on Saturday were in constant competition, without much rest.
“For each squad, only three fencers
can compete, and while substitutions are
allowed, we try to avoid them because it
prevents either fencer from moving on to
the next round,” Gooch said. “So we had
nine women fencing, with one alternate
per squad.”
Gooch acknowledged Boden for her
strong leadership as team captain and for
all the hard work she has put in this season
and her phenomenal performance.
“Senior Alexandra Boden certainly
deserves a shoutout,” Gooch said. “She
was one of four fencers who made it to the
direct elimination round, and her last bout
was one of the toughest fights I’ve seen. She
left everything she had on the strip, which
shows not only how great of a fencer she is
but also how dedicated she is to this team.”
When asked about herself, Gooch
humbly gave credit to her teammates.

ZOE HOWARD VIA TUFTS UNIVERSITY WOMEN'S FENCING FACEBOOK

Tufts senior Julia Malleck (epee) scores a very clear touch at the Smith College multi-meet on
Saturday, Feb. 6.
“My result this weekend was the best
result I’ve had since coming to Tufts, and
while I am happy with my individual place,
I think my success is a direct reflection of
my relationship with the team,” she said.
“Without their support both throughout
the season and during this tournament, I
never could have achieved anything close
to this. Perhaps even more satisfying than
winning my last bout was turning around
and seeing my teammates cheering for
me.”
Boden echoed Gooch’s sentiments
about the tight-knit nature of the team.
“When I lost my [direct elimination]
bout, immediately after I shook my opponent’s hand, the entire team rushed on
strip and hugged me,” Boden said. “And
even though I was sad and disappointed
from the loss, it was still the most mean-

ingful moment I’ve had at Tufts. We’re a
team, and I think that moment epitomizes
how much we love each other and how
strong we are together.”
The meet may have been Boden’s
last competition ever, and the senior is
pleased with her performance to cap off
her career.
“I think this was my strongest meet all
season,” Boden said. “I usually stay level-headed and calm at competitions, but
this time, maybe since I knew it was my
last team competition of my career, I was
definitely more passionate and intense
and it felt great.”
The Jumbos now shift into preparing
for their final meet of the season and
their biggest challenge in the form of the
NCAA Regional Championships at Vassar
on March 13.

MEN'S SWIMMING

Men’s swimming and diving races to second at NESCAC Championships
by Soven Bery
Staff Writer

Capping off arguably its best season in the
last several years, Tufts finished second overall at last weekend’s NESCAC Championships
at Williams College for the first time since
2010. As expected, perennial NESCAC champion Williams took the top spot, finishing with
a 1,789.5 score, while Conn. College, Amherst
and Bates rounded out the top five.
The final event of the meet, the 400 freestyle
relay, was a nail-biter, with Tufts heading into
the relay in third and Conn. College in second. The Jumbos were 16.5 points behind
the Camels initially, and it looked like Conn.
College had all but wrapped up the runner-up
spot as its top foursome finished third in the
race, just ahead of Tufts’ fourth-place finish.
The Camels’ lead grew to 18.5 points. Just
when it seemed like a runner-up finish would
be just out of reach for Tufts, Conn. College’s
second foursome was disqualified for an early
take-off and Tufts’ second group finished in
13th place, earning 22 points. When the dust
had settled, those points were just enough
to move the Jumbos 3.5 points ahead of the
Camels and into an overall second place finish — winning by a 1410.5 to 1407 margin.
The final day of the meet saw Tufts collect two first-place finishes, two new school
records and seven NCAA B cut times as the
team rallied to second place.
“I think the team did a phenomenal job
this past weekend,” Kingsley Bowen, a first-

year, said. “Everyone swam their hearts out,
and it showed. I’ve been told by the team captains that this year’s team has been the hardest
working Tufts swimming and diving team in
recent memory, and it is satisfying to see that
extra work pay off.”
Senior Anthony DeBenedetto echoed this
sentiment, explaining that the NESCAC meet
was a great way for him to conclude his time
swimming for Tufts.
“NESCACs this past weekend was an
amazing meet,” DeBenedetto said. “As a
senior, I couldn’t have asked for a more committed and talented group of athletes with
whom to finish off my career. In my 15 years
of competitive swimming, never before have
I experienced as much camaraderie and positive energy as I did this weekend.”
Junior diver Matt Rohrer continued
the Jumbos’ traditional dominance of the
boards, earning a conference diving title for
the third consecutive year. His win came
in the three-meter event as Rohrer edged
senior Asher Lichtig of Amherst by a narrow margin of 503.10 to 494.60 points on
Sunday evening. The win came as payback
after Lichtig bested Rohrer in the close
one-meter finals on Friday, denying the AllAmerican both titles in the same year once
again. Rohrer was the three-meter champion
his freshman year and the one-meter champion last year, as the Jumbos have now won 10
of the last 14 NESCAC diving championships.
Finally nabbing his first conference title,
senior tri-captain Michael Winget finished

first in the 200 backstroke with a 1:47.30 time,
earning him a new school record and an
NCAA B cut mark. Bowen, who had broken
Winget’s record in the event with a 1:47.57 in
the event earlier in the day in the preliminaries, finished just behind Winget in second with
1:47.34 to earn a B cut time as well.
“Overall, I’m happy with my performance,”
Bowen said. “I had all best times except for
one event, and I now know what details I need
to focus on to keep improving. One major
highlight was in the finals of the 200 backstroke. I was racing against Michael Winget

and Ben Lin, a stellar backstroker who set the
pool record in the event earlier that morning.
Winget and I finished 0.04 off each other and
won a narrow one-two in the event, and I’ve
never been happier to get second place.”
Over the weekend, the team set nine different Tufts school records in the 50 backstroke,
100 backstroke, 200 backstroke, 100 breaststroke, 50 butterfly, 100 butterfly, 200 butterfly,
200 medley relay and 400 medley relay. On
Sunday, DeBenedetto broke his 200 fly school
record in the preliminaries with a 1:49.77 time.
He ended up finishing fifth in the finals with
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Tufts swimming and diving faced off against Wheaton at home on Jan. 23.

