
Descartes’ Contributions to Mechanics 
 

x Global conservation principles as a constraint 
 
x Curvilinear motion requires external action 

 
x Measuring the magnitude of that action 

 
x Force as a determiner of (quantity of) motion 

 
x Impact and recoil as a fundamental process 

 
x Relevance of fluid motion, esp. vortex motion 

 
x The demand for universal first principles 

 






