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New online housing scam
affects Tufts students
BY

HARRISON JACOBS

Daily Editorial Board

MCT

Dental care will no longer be available at the Fernald center following
its privatization.

Closure of Tufts dental clinic leaves
disabled patients without care
BY

KATHRYN OLSON
Daily Staff Writer

Tufts Dental Facilities’ clinic
in Waltham will close due to
a cost-saving measure by the
state, potentially leaving over
2,000 developmentally disabled
patients without dental care.
Citing a lack of funding, the
state plans to privatize the
Fernald Development Center, a
residential facility for patients
with severe mental disorders,
autism or brain injuries.
The center houses a Tufts dental clinic that as of June 30 will
be forced to relocate or close.

“This is a huge injustice to
the developmentally disabled
population,” Marilyn Meagher,
head of the advocacy group
Fernald League for the Retarded,
Inc., said.
The Waltham clinic, the
largest of its kind in the metropolitan
area,
provides
dental care for developmentally disabled patients and
serves as the hub of Tufts
Dental Facilities, according to
Executive Associate Dean of
the School of Dental Medicine
Joseph Castellana.
see DENTAL, page 2

An online scam has in recent
weeks victimized some Tufts
students looking to sublet their
off-campus residences, according to reports on the Office of
Residential Life and Learning
(ResLife) and TuftsLife.com
Web sites.
The scam involved a supposed
Tufts graduate student from
London named Sarah Simpson
who responded to a sublet advertisement posted on both Tuftslife
and ResLife’s online Off-Campus
Housing Resource Center Web
site saying that she wanted to
rent the victim’s apartment.
“What happens is they send a
check for more than was asked
(in this case, $2,950 instead of
$683.33),” the victim said in the
original e-mail reporting the
scam to ResLife and Tuftslife.
“Then after you receive it, they
say they sent too much, please
send the difference back. So you
send the difference back, thinking that the check cleared. Then
the bank calls, says the big check
they sent was a fraud and the
money you sent back is gone.”
TuftsLife was first notified
about the scam on March 24, as
was ResLife, according to Chief
Operating Officer of TuftsLife
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Some students trying to sublet their apartments have been scammed.
Mike Vastola, who is also a technical manager for the Daily.
Vastola noted that while
TuftsLife has never seen a scam
like this before, as soon as the he
put up a post on the Tuftslife blog
warning students about it, another person e-mailed TuftsLife corroborating the story, saying that
they too were victims of what
appeared to be the same scam.
Vastola explained that it was
uncertain whether the scammer
was preying only on sublet advertisements on Tuftslife or on other
Web sites’ listings as well.
“It seems like it’s happened

Men and women to ‘kiss and tell’ at tonight’s BEAT Bias event
Tufts’ Bias Education and Awareness Team
(BEAT Bias) will tonight be hosting an event
that will offer students the opportunity to
converse with the opposite sex on the topic
of gender roles and hook-up culture in a college setting.
The event, “Kiss and Tell,” will take place at
8 p.m. in Alumnae Lounge and will serve as
a forum for students to share their ideas and
opinions on social life at Tufts, particularly with
regard to the way members of both genders
interact outside of the classroom.
Sophomore Tucker Delaney-Winn, a member of BEAT Bias, said that the evening’s event
is a collaboration between Zeta Psi fraternity,
Chi Omega sorority and BEAT Bias.
Delaney-Winn said that the Greek community’s involvement will ensure the representation of the views of a major player
in the campus party scene, where gender
interactions are often the most complex and
potentially problematic.
“We wanted to connect with a group that
might not usually do events like this,” DelaneyWinn said. “[Fraternities] and sororities are a
big part of the social life here, and it’s important to bring them into the discussion.”
Senior Jaclyn Thomas, a BEAT Bias member
and event coordinator, said that the discussion
will be facilitated by event coordinators but will
take follow the direction of audience members
who express their opinions and concerns.
“We’re going to throw out questions
and facts to see what people think about
it,” Thomas said. “It’s meant to be a forum
to talk about things you couldn’t normally
talk about.”
She explained that at parties where loud
music is blasting, and conversation is oftentimes secondary to dancing, men and women
do not have the chance to discuss their inter-

before,” Vastola said. “It’s not clear
to me whether this is exclusively a
TuftsLife thing or whether this is
one person who was also scamming on CraigsList[.com] and
ResLife.”
Craigslist’s list of recognized
scams includes a supposed
e-mail scam that sounds similar
to the TuftsLife scam.
The scam described on
Craigslist involves a foreigner
purchasing a bicycle from a
Craigslist user for $800 but then
sending a check for $4,000 and
see SCAM, page 2

Tufts aims to
replace Trumpeter
e-mail system
BY

MARISSA GALLERANI
Daily Editorial Board

COURTESY TUCKER DELANEY-WINNS

BEAT Bias is partnering with Zeta Psi and Chi Omega to raise awareness about hook-up culture.
ests or even their interest in a relationship.
According Delaney-Winn, BEAT Bias presents several opportunities each semester
to foster awareness and dialogue among
students about social issues such as intersexual relations.
“We’re a proactive group that puts out
educational and social events about issues
such as sexism or racism,” Delaney-Winn said.
“We want to address how [the issues] can
exist around campus, though we may not
think about them every day and make people
conscious about it.”
Delaney-Winn said that thus far, the
Facebook.com group for tonight’s forum
has over 150 confirmed attendees and is

made up of a fairly balanced group of men
and women.
“We’re hoping for a larger portion of men
than past events have had,” Thomas said.
Delaney-Winn noted that he has spoken
with male friends about the event and given
them examples of some of the discussion
prompts BEAT Bias plans to use. The response,
he said, has been positive.
“Talking to guys about it, they’re interested
to hear how women will respond,” DelaneyWinn said. “When I talk to people about the
event, people are very excited. It’s really a chance
for men and women to communicate.”

University Information Technology
(UIT) is in the beginning stages of searching for a more up-to-date e-mail system
that would take the place of the current
Trumpeter Webmail platform.
According to Senior Lecturer in
Civil and Environmental Engineering
Lee Minardi, chair of the Information
Technology Committee made up of student and faculty representatives, the general goal is to improve the e-mail system
for students and faculty.
Dawn Irish, UIT director of communications and organizational effectiveness, echoed this sentiment, noting that
the new e-mail system will be a definite
improvement over Trumpeter.
“There will be a better and intuitive
user interface, greater collaboration with
document sharing, more storage capacity, better compatibility with mobile and
handheld devices, and a better experience with the new system,” Irish said.
The change is not because of problems
with the current Trumpeter system, but
rather stems from the desire to find a
more modern, low-cost option, according to Irish.
“There was no specific problem,” Irish

—by Jenny White
see E-MAIL, page 2
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NEWS

Police Briefs
SMOKED OUT
A Tufts University Police Department
(TUPD) officer noticed at 10:30 p.m. on
April 1 that four individuals were smoking
what appeared to be marijuana behind
Wren Hall.
The officer found several small containers on the students, all of which contained
marijuana. Two students admitted that the
marijuana was theirs.
“Everything was confiscated and
destroyed,” TUPD Sgt. Robert McCarthy said.

FLATTENED
TUPD received a report at 7:52 p.m. on
April 2 that a van had crashed into a fence
bordering Spicer Field.
“A van came through and tore down about
a 20-foot section of the fence,” McCarthy said.
The vehicle had front-end damage, and

the passenger side window was smashed.
The Medford Police Department was already
on the scene conducting an investigation
when TUPD officers arrived. They discovered
that the person who had registered the
vehicle was from Everett, Mass.

PREMATURE END
TOURNAMENT

TO

PONG

TUPD officers at 11:40 p.m. on April 3 saw
a large group of people entering the Sigma
Phi Epsilon fraternity house at 114 Curtis St.
They noticed that the windows to the
house were covered, and they heard music
coming from inside. One individual opened
the door as officers approached, revealing
that a large crowd was inside, and several
beer pong tables were set up.
Officers discovered that the individual
who had opened the door was underage

and ended the party.

CRYING OVER SPILT BEER
TUPD officers at 2:52 a.m. on April 4
noticed a male student and female student
walking down Professors Row. Each was
holding a beer can.
The male dropped his can while the
female attempted to conceal hers. Officers
told the female — who initially denied that
she had her I.D. — to pour out the beer, but
she refused. She later gave the officers her
I.D. and poured out the beer.

after a party the previous night.
Missing items included an iPod, headphones, $120 in cash, a Playstation, an Xbox
360 and a Thinkpad laptop. The items had
been taken from the students’ bedrooms.
The students reported to officers that during the party the night before, they spoke
with three college-aged males who stated
that they belonged to the Zeta Psi chapter at
Boston University (BU).
The students left the party after others informed them that Zeta Psi does not
have a chapter at BU. “Whether they were
the ones involved or not, I don’t know,”
McCarthy said.

BLOWN COVER

—compiled by Corinne Segal

TUPD received a call at 2:40 p.m. on April
4 from residents of the Zeta Psi fraternity
house at 80 Professors Row who stated that
some items were missing from their rooms

An interactive map is
available at tuftsdaily.com

Tufts students fall victim to
online scam

University is in the process of upgrading its
e-mail platform

SCAM

E-MAIL

continued from page 1

asking the user to wire transfer
the difference back to the buyer
via Western Union.
The TuftsLife and Craigslist
scams both meet the three main
criteria Craigslist provides for recognizing scams, including “inquiry
from someone … in another country,” usage of wire transfers and
cashier’s checks, and the refusal
to meet face-to-face prior to completing the transaction.
Sophomore Ethan Maccoby,
who has been looking to sublet his
residence for the summer, noted
that in his experience, such housing scams are not uncommon.
“I have been using Tuftslife and
even Craigslist to advertise for
summer sublets, and one needs to
be very careful on both sites,” he
said. “I had a friend whose subletters turned out to be Belarus vagabonds and paid nothing at the end
of the summer.”
In light of the scam, TuftsLife
has taken some measures to
warn its users about the dangers
of the scam and possible scams
in the future.
“We posted warnings on our
blog, and now when you post an
announcement, you are shown
an alert which explains the scam
so that everyone is informed,”
Vastola said. “We made it a point
that everyone knows about this so
no one else gets victimized.”
According to Vastola, TuftsLife
also e-mailed all users who posted
announcements in the past month

to ensure that all were made aware
of the scam.
ResLife Director Yolanda King
noted that while ResLife has not
taken any action to respond specifically to this scam, it already
adopts general precautions to protect students against scammers.
“When we have been listing on
the [off-campus housing Web site],
we do try and screen out any listings that seem suspect,” King said
in an e-mail to the Daily.
Vastola explained that the scam
is difficult to track and impossible
for a Web site such as TuftsLife to
screen because the scammer is
responding to postings by Tufts
students instead of originating
the posts.
The best way for Tufts students to protect against the
scam, according to Vastola, is to
ensure that those responding to
their advertisements and posts
are replying from Tufts e-mail
addresses, as Tufts students are far
easier to track and less likely to be
scammers.
Maccoby echoed these warnings about the need to take
precautions.
“The best thing to do is to have
their check clear in advance for at
least one month’s rent,” he said.
“Ensure that they are a Tufts student or otherwise meet with them
during the day with a few of your
friends to make sure they are legit.”
The individuals who first
reported the scam to TuftsLife and
ResLife could not be contacted for
this article.

continued from page 1

said. “It is just time to replace
the system. We have had
Trumpeter for 10 years, and we
want to get a new system that
is more user-friendly and has a
more modern interface.”
Minardi
agreed
with
Irish that for the most part,
Trumpeter has been effective
for users. “Trumpeter overall
is not a major problem, and
it’s serving most users pretty
well,” he said.
Minardi noted, however, that
based on his own experience
communicating with students,
he has noticed that the percentage of students using tufts.edu
e-mail addresses has declined
over the past few years.
He also explained that
many faculty members have
trouble with Trumpeter when
traveling or transferring large
documents.
Assistant
Professor
of
Mathematics Genevieve Walsh,
who is also a committee
member, believes the issue of
Trumpeter’s usability is prompting the desire to replace it.
“I know [Trumpeter] is not
very user-friendly,” Walsh said.
“I don’t use Trumpeter, and
I think that the main reason
for switching was to make the
e-mail more user-friendly.”
Irish explained that the
replacement project is still in
its beginning stages. Over the
summer, the products available

WEBMAIL.TUFTS.EDU

Tufts is looking to update its current e-mail system in the near future.
on the market will be evaluated, and a decision will be made
shortly after classes begin in the
fall. Students will then beginning in 2011 be able to switch
to the new system.
The university is still considering a number of e-mail
platforms and will seek to find
one which best serves its needs,
according to Irish.
“There are a number of different options that the university
is looking at,” Irish said. “There
are a couple of products that
always come to the forefront
when you research what’s available, and those are Gmail and
Microsoftlife@edu. Everyone
should have an opportunity to
work with the system in the
best way for them.”
Irish noted that UIT will

be conducting a student survey from April 12 to 23 to give
students a chance to indicate
what is important to them in an
e-mail platform.
Minardi indicated the important role that compatibility
with new types of technology
will play in the selection of the
new system.
“I think that it’s been interesting…the transition to smart
phones…and with these devices changing the way people
work and how they get information, and how they use
e-mail,” Minardi said. “They
are causing us to change how
we work with technology and
what software we would like
to use in the future so that we
have a grasp of the fast-moving
changes in technology.”

Disabled patients from closing clinic may now struggle to find treatment
DENTAL
continued from page 1

Castellana explained that Tufts
Dental Facilities is a collection of seven
School of Dental Medicine-operated
sites serving disabled patients. It was
established under a contract with the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts following a 1976 class-action lawsuit that
mandated the state provide the same or
better care to disabled patients as if they
were institutionalized.
However, with the upcoming closing
of the Fernald center, the Waltham clinic
must relocate or close.
“At the moment, it is an unresolved
problem,” Castellana said. “We are trying to find another location, preferably
on state-owned property comparable to
Fernald in order to provide the same level
of care.”
Tufts Dental Facilities patients cannot
simply switch to a private dental practitioner because they suffer from severe
metal defects, autism, cerebral palsy,
head trauma, spinal chord injuries or
other kinds of psychological disorders.
“These are not patients that can be
treated in a conventional dental office,”
Castellana said.
“Although the actual dental care

is very similar to [that of ] a normal
patient, the challenges are several-fold,”
Assistant Professor of Public Health and
Community Service Darren Drag, who
runs Tufts’ special-needs dental program,
said. “The reason our practice exists is to
combat those challenges.”
Drag further explained that a lot of the
program’s patients have behavioral challenges and require anesthesia or oral sedation, treatments that are rarely available in
a typical dental office. Many patients are
also confined to wheelchairs and require
special accommodations such as large
doorways and operating rooms.
In addition, Drag noted that 90 percent
of the 9,000 patients Tufts Dental Facilities
serves are covered under MassHealth, the
state health insurance plan, which many
dental providers do not accept.
“The whole mix of health insurance,
medical complications, legal issues
relating to third parties and financial
constraints make it extremely difficult
for patients to receive adequate care
on their own,” Drag said. “Tufts Dental
Facilities staff is equipped to work with
this population.”
Castellana noted, however, that geographic and cost considerations are
posing barriers to the Waltham clinic’s

relocation.
“Virtually all of our patients rely on third
parties to transport them to their dental
care, either by a contracted transportation
party or a legal guardian,” Castellana said.
“In order to ensure that people get care,
we can’t have them traveling from one end
of the state to the other.”
He explained that although it is the
state’s responsibility to cover the expensive relocation costs, it does not currently
have the funds to do so.
Drag noted that the 2010 closing date
was agreed on before the recession and
that funding for the relocation probably
would have been available had the economy remained stable.
Tufts Dental Facilities could transfer
patients from the Waltham clinic to
other locations around the state, but,
according to Drag, the most optimistic
estimates suggest that other locations
can only absorb 29 percent of those
patients.
Meagher questioned the logic behind
privatizing the Fernald Development Center,
claiming that its new incarnation would
become more expensive to maintain.
“I don’t think this is a reasonable measure,” Meagher said. “Closing the center
would not be economical for the state

because private vendors are more expensive to the taxpayer.”
According to Meagher, since the
planned closure of the center, there has
been a reduction in the quality of care.
“The situation is getting very poor,”
Meagher said. “Services are getting cut
and will continue to get cut, and residents are being put in jeopardy.”
Castellana noted the sense of duty
that he feels Tufts has to serve the disabled population.
“These are patients who cannot selfadvocate and can’t walk into a private
dental office,” Castellana said. “The burden is on all of us to serve this population. The state is required by a lawsuit
to address this issue, but Tufts’ dental
school is obligated to serve this population because community service is inherent in our mission.”
Every effort is being made to find a
solution to the problem, according to
Castellana.
“Tufts dental school is working every
day to determine another location where
we can provide services to patients who
can’t be absorbed and to work with
[the] state and Department of Health
to get funding and begin operation,”
Castellana said.
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Student and faculty input sought for Class of
2014 Common Reading Program book choice
BY

BRIAN WOLF

Daily Staff Writer

Current students likely remember receiving a paperback book in the
mail a few weeks before the start of
college. This book was sent as part of
the Common Reading Program, which
provides incoming freshmen with the
opportunity to read a book that provokes conversation and allows for the
chance to meet new friends through
these discussions.
This year, the program is being
revamped to incorporate the voices of
more faculty and current students at
Tufts, and there will likely be a greater
variety of book suggestions as a result.
To revamp this program, a suggestion
form for the Common Reading Program
that provides students and faculty with
the chance to voice their opinion on a
book that the Class of 2014 should read
can be found at the Web site activecitizen.tufts.edu. Any student can submit
his or her opinion before the deadline
on April 9.
A student or faculty member chooses a book and can describe whether
the chosen book reflects the mission of
Tufts or pertains to active citizenship. In
addition, the suggestion form also asks
the individual to write a brief paragraph
on why the book should be chosen for
the Common Reading Book for this fall.
Mindy Nierenberg, Tisch College of
Citizen and Public Service senior student
programs manager, has taken the reins
of this program. Nierenberg decided
that it would be important for the Tufts
community to choose a book together
that would allow many students and
faculty members to impart their beliefs
and wisdom to the new class.

The
Alumni
Association,
the
Committee
for
Undergraduate
Orientation and the Tisch College have
co-sponsored a Common Reading
Program book since 2006.
While discussing the past Common
Reading Books that Tufts has chosen,
Nierenberg thought the process needed
a boost.
“It is different this year than in the
past,” she said. “In the past, three
administrators would begin the process
by choosing the book by researching
through literary magazines. The committee would then narrow it down to
two books and ask some more faculty
members to give their opinion on the
two books that they have chosen.
“This year we want to get as many
suggestions as possible,” Nierenberg
continued. “We want to receive feedback from all faculty members, no matter their department. So far this year we
have received about 80 submissions of a
huge variety of suggestions.”
According to Nierenberg, “Three Cups
of Tea” (2007), a book about a man’s
commitment to helping young girls in
Pakistan and Afghanistan overcome
poverty and educating them, has been
one of the most popular selections.
Faculty have also made suggestions.
A biology faculty member chose the
book “True Notebooks” (2003) about a
writer who spends a year teaching at a
juvenile detention center. A community health faculty member chose “Why
Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together
in the Cafeteria” (1997) because the
teacher thought that race was not discussed enough at Tufts and it would
be beneficial to have a discussion on
this issue.
Nierenberg also discussed how a
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This year’s freshman Orientation reading
will be selected from a wide pool of suggested books.
Common Reading Book is important for
an incoming class to learn about their
new classmates. “It is important because
it gives students the opportunity to share
common experience from the outset. We
try to give students the opportunity to
discuss the book and provide an academic environment to do so. Through
this program, students meet new people
and also meet the author. In the past, I
feel that there has been a connection, but
we want it to be stronger,” she said.
see COMMON READING, page 4

CHRISTINA LUO

Contributing Writer

“To some Scott Roeder is like the man
that should have taken down Hitler in
the midst of the Holocaust.”
“THAT IS GREAT BUT IT WOULD SAVE
TAXPAYERS MORE MONEY IF [SCOTT
ROEDER WERE] DEAD RIGHT AWAY.”
“Lying liberals want blood? Go watch a
video of actual abortions. This man had
the will to do what many would like to,
but don’t have the will to.”
These comments — and 44 others —
were posted on the Los Angeles Times’
Web site within 36 hours of the publication of an article about Scott Roeder, a
conservative extremist who murdered
abortion practitioner George Tiller
last May. The article was about Roeder
receiving a life sentence in prison, sparking controversies about abortion, morality, religion, murder and punishment of
criminals. Many readers had opinions of
their own to share.
As journalism has adjusted to the
Internet as an additional platform
on which to broadcast stories, many
news Web sites have added sections
for users to leave comments. Big-name
print newspapers like The Washington
Post, the Chicago Tribune and The New
York Times all allow users to comment
on articles, as do magazines such as
New York Magazine, the Atlantic and
Scientific American.
But how much do user comments
really effect change?
Professor Michael Goldman, a lecturer
in political science with specialties in politics and media, said that the real question of “who you’re talking to” matters
the most. If an article is about President
Barack Obama, for example, the comments will clearly reflect the comment-
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Anonymous comments on news Web sites can show only the most extreme views of the
issues at hand.
ers’ biases toward the President.
“People who like him will write good
things, and people who don’t like them
will write snarky things,” Goldman said.
Politically speaking, Goldman said
these user comments have shown little
impact on politics or campaign strategies. “They are neither more likely nor
less likely to [persuade someone to] vote
for a candidate,” he said.
Goldman, a senior consultant for a
strategic planning service for politicians
and individuals called the Government
Insight Group, also believes in a theory

£ vs. lbs

H

Online media focus shifts as news sources’
concern with comments grows
BY

ROMY OLTUSKI | WORD UP

of usefulness and gratification of such
comments. He explained that because
people only absorb the aspects of the
comments that are relevant to them,
those comments that are not useful are
primarily ignored.
“People always take in that information which is either useful or gratifying
to them,” he said. “It doesn’t matter what
[somebody’s] written [in the comments
section]. People only take in those things
that touch a chord with them.”
see USER COMMENTS, page 4

aving barred London-talk from
nearly all of my material this semester, I feel little remorse for involving you in an Anglo-American disparity that’s recently been a nuisance in my
life: the issue of the pound.
The problem first cropped up when, a
couple weeks back, I lost the contents of
my wallet to an unruly, typical London
overcast-day gust of wind. Lamenting my
misfortune, I turned to the Internet for
some sympathy, hoping for some of that
good old TLC, one Facebook friend to
another — after all, as the post explained,
“I lost twenty Pounds!”
The American in me soon realized,
though, that while my British friends might
understand the situation as the monetary
travesty that it was, to my friends and family back home, I sounded more like a smug
fat-camper on my mediocre way.
Naturally, I took the post down, but the
pound business was a repeat offender. It
next took form while I was visiting home
last weekend, raving to my childhood
friends, now loyal Blackberry owners, about
my tiny little 5-Pound U.K. phone. They
looked on in astonishment as I explained
how thrilled I was with my pocket-sized
5-Pounder.
Of course what we were caught in was a
classic slapstick dilemma in which we were
having two completely different conversations using the same words; they were
marveling at the backwardness of English
technology while I was just explaining how
inexpensive my couple-ounce chunk of
plastic was.
The real root of the pound/Pound problem, though, comes down to a very simple
matter. And that is that they both mean the
exact same thing: “libra pondo,” which is “a
pound (libra) by weight (pondo).” The evidence can be found right in their symbols
— lbs and £ — which, both shorthand for
the same Latin words, are a lot more similar
than they look.
The American pounds weight symbol,
lbs, which I once assumed to be acronymous for some highly scientific term, is
just a shortened version of “libra,” which
itself is a shortening for “libra pondo,”
the Roman unit of measurement that the
English adopted in the Middle Ages. Their
pound, however, was closer to 12 ounces,
as opposed to the one we currently use,
which, at some point between its journey
across the Atlantic and absorption into
American culture, turned into the supersized 16.
In a similar progression, although it
never quite made the transatlantic trip, the
terribly-difficult-to-pen symbol for Great
British Pounds, £, is also just an abridged
form of “libra” and, in turn, of “libra pondo”
— the reason being that many hundreds of
years ago the British currency was equivalent to one pound in weight of silver. To
simplify writing the symbol: Despite its
usual attractive font — with its curves and
curls and optional flourishes — that seems,
for some reason, nationally agreed upon,
an uppercase L for “libra” with one or
a couple of cross strokes through it (the
Medieval scribal indication for shorthand)
will suffice.
One mystery still left unsolved is that of
why, in written form, we shorten “pounds
weight” to the Latin “weight,” but then read
it as “pounds.”
Perhaps even more disturbing, though,
is the origin of pound cake, which I happened upon in the process of investigating the lbs/£ problem. I was hoping that
it would be on account of its price that
the pound cake is so-called, but allegedly
it’s because the pastry contains about a
pound of each ingredient, which, especially considering our “upgrade” from 12
to 16 ounces, is just disgusting.

Romy Oltuski is a junior majoring in
English. She can be reached at Romy.
Oltuski@tufts.edu.
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Comment boxes on news Web sites
allow for more discourse with readers

Reading program aims to add more
discussion to curriculum

USER COMMENTS

COMMON READING

continued from page 3

The theory that readers only reply to
remarks that are relevant to them also
suggests that people only write when they
have a strong opinions on a particular
subject, ultimately rendering many comments overzealous.
Such polar opinions can be seen in
CNN.com’s March 31 article “More students disciplined following girl’s suicide.”
The article is about Phoebe Prince —
a 15-year-old girl who committed suicide after being bullied — and the prosecution of the nine teenagers who bullied
her being charged with harassment and
abuse. Though the article was posted at
the end of March, readers are still commenting nearly a week later, and 3,736
comments had been made as of press
time on April 5. Users often reply to other
comments either in emphatic agreement
or disagreement with the prosecution.
“I hope all of these freaking brats sits in
JAIL. NO SYMPATHY,” one user said.
“Bullies should be caned in public.
Their a***s split open by a bamboo rod,”
another commented.
One user compared juvenile bullying
to political trends. “Why should children
act any different? People don’t seem to
care when Tea Partiers threaten violence
against members of Congress or when
Republicans yell ‘You lie!’ at President of
the United States, or call people names
like ‘Socialist’ or ‘Baby Killer.’ This is bullying too,” the user said.
“Someone saw something (teacher, students, staff ) and didn’t do anything about
it. Shame on them! Now that a life is lost
people are now speaking up? Why did it
have to come to this for someone to say
something? Truly sad,” another said.
Because each comment is so biased,
the comments “are definitely not reliable,” said Andres Steyerthal, a junior
who is minoring in communications and
media studies.
“If you’re looking for factual informa-

tion, don’t use the comments as a source,”
Steyerthal said.
However, some believe that online
comments are a way to hold reporters accountable. “I think they provide
an opportunity for people to critique
reporters’ work that didn’t necessarily
exist before, and it’s a direct method of
interaction between comments and the
reporter,” senior Kyle Chayka said. “The
reporter basically has to follow up to be
credible. It’s very different from how it’s
been in the past.”
Goldman said that it makes sense that
print publications rely more and more on
the Internet to spread the word, especially
considering the rate that the technologydriven 21st century has evolved within
just one decade.
“It’s all about political cycles,” Goldman
said, adding that the different technologies each generation grows up with also
play a role.
In 1956, for example, politicians used
television to further their campaigns,
but the medium didn’t have a significant impact until the 1970’s, according
to Goldman. “Same with computers,” he
said. “They were used first in 2000; by
2004 [they] had grown, and in 2008 we
couldn’t live without it.”
Many publications clearly value their
readers’ comments, with some Web
sites — such as those of the Los Angeles
Times and New York Magazine — ranking their most popular stories by the
number of comments they receive. The
Washington Post, in its “User Discussion
and Submission Guideline,” states that
these comments are meant to encourage
discussion. “It is our hope that you’ll take
the opportunity to contribute to these
interactive forums,” the guidelines state.
Steyerthal emphasized the important role of online comments as a
venue through which ordinary people
can express themselves. “Everyone is
entitled to his or her own opinion,”
Steyerthal said.

continued from page 3

In addition to sending the book to
incoming freshmen to read, more programs will be created this year for the
chosen book, such as class discussions.
“We would like the book to be included and utilized in the first-year writing
curriculum,” she said. “In addition, we
would also want workshops that would
be held throughout the year to discuss
the book in more depth.”
While discussing possible options
of expanding the Common Reading
Program, Nierenberg recalled an occasion when the committee considered
changing its focus from picking a book
to picking a film to watch.
“There was one year when someone
had recommended a documentary,”
Nierenberg said. “The experience of
reading a book is essential to the college experience and very individual. A
documentary would be a big waste of
money due to the costs for setting up
movie screenings and also sending out
DVDs to all the students.”
Based on the response to the work
chosen for the Class of 2013, a book
will still be the main source for this
program. Students from the Class of
2013 felt that the book, “Brother, I’m
Dying” (2007) by Edwidge Danticat, a
memoir depicting the author’s family’s
experiences as Haitian immigrants in
the United States, discussed a topic
not normally talked about, but relevant due to the large Haitian community in Boston.
“The book provided students with
a fascinating perspective of a different lifestyle that is not usually discussed in the mainstream,” freshman
Miguel Zamora-Mills said. “However,
the book’s message about family could
be related [to] by all.”
According to Nierenberg, she thought
that there was a strong response to
the book during Orientation Week, and

especially again when the recent earthquake shook Haiti in January.
“I enjoyed the multicultural aspect
of the book, and I think that the idea
of immigration and having to mediate between two cultural struggles is
relevant to many issues that we discuss
at Tufts,” freshman Mark Nichols said.
“It’s especially relevant [while moving
to college] to our own task of balancing
our home communities with our new
community at Tufts. The social justice
and active citizenship themes in the
book are relevant.”
However, Nichols also added that the
book didn’t add to his orientation experience on a personal level. He recalled
chatting informally with a few friends
about the book, but never went to an
official book discussion. “In general, it’s
a good take it or leave it opportunity —
it was a good way to get excited about
college … We didn’t have to pay for the
book, yet it wasn’t mandatory,” he said.
Freshman Faith Blake agreed. “I
enjoyed reading the book, but I didn’t
see it bringing people together too
much during Orientation … Not many
people talked about [it],” she said. “I
personally enjoyed it, but I could see
it becoming an annoying obligation if
students were required to read it or if
there was too much follow-up programming during Orientation.”
“By looking at the surveys, the
response to last year’s book was positive
and proved to be something that was
useful due to the earthquake in Haiti,”
Nierenberg said. “Personally, I had not
known that much from Haiti, and it
was an extremely interesting read. I
feel that the book had built upon many
students’ knowledge of this country
and contributed to students’ fundraising efforts. When choosing a book, the
strongest decision involves the connection the reader feels with the subject.”
Emily Maretsky contributed reporting to
this article.
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GALLERY REVIEW

Bourgeois impresses viewers with muted,
simplistic exhibit
BY

KATHERINE DEANE

Louise Bourgeois occupies a prominent position in the art historical
canon. At the distinguished age of 98,

Louise Bourgeois: Hang On !!
At the Barbara Krakow Gallery,
through May 1
10 Newbury Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02116
617-262-4490

see BOURGEOIS, page 6

COURTESY THE INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART/BOSTON

The thoughtful exhibition “Louise Bourgeois: Hang On !!” will be on display at the Barbara
Krakow Gallery until May 1.

MOVIE REVIEW

Daring portrayal of sexual love falls short
in romantic thriller ‘Chloe’
BY

ANNA WILLIAMS

Contributing Writer

The institution of marriage is replete
with flaws and complications. With
more than one in every two marriag-

Chloe
Starring Julianne Moore,
Amanda Seyfried, Liam Neeson
Directed by Atom Egoyan

Sharing
knowledge

S

Daily Staff Writer

she is remarkably still making exciting
works of art that capture imaginations
around the world and cause countless
visitors to flock to exhibitions that
proudly display her creations.
Although she is best known for her
large-scale sculptures that overpower viewers with ominous shapes and
sexual innuendo, one can experience
her art on a more intimate scale. In
addition to creating giant sculptural
creatures like the famous “Maman,” a
towering representation of a 30-foottall spider made in 1999, Bourgeois
is also a talented draftswoman who
has created beautiful works on paper.
A collection of such works has been
compiled at the Barbara Krakow
Gallery in an exhibition titled “Louise
Bourgeois: Hang On !!” which is on
view now until May 1.
For those only interested in the controversial and confrontational aspects
of Bourgeois’ oeuvre, this is not the
best exhibit. In fact, experiencing this
exhibition is more like a meditative
practice of active contemplation, in
which viewers read a story between the
works, rather than anything close to

CARYN HOROWITZ |
THE CULTURAL CULINARIAN

es ending in divorce, secrets and lies
are common and, oftentimes, unforgiveable. In the new dramatic thriller,
“Chloe,” one woman who suspects that
her husband is unfaithful must compromise herself in a desperate attempt
to save her marriage.
“Chloe” follows Catherine ( Julianne
Moore), a wife who is suspicious of
her husband’s infidelity in their failing
marriage. She concocts a plan to hire
a prostitute to seduce her husband,
David (Liam Neeson), so that she can
use this encounter as proof that he is
cheating.

Catherine and David are forced
to redefine and alter their relationship in order to solve the unforeseen
problems that the prostitute Chloe
(Amanda Seyfried) presents. Bringing
Chloe into their lives quickly builds
a tangled web of emotions as she
begins a relationship with Catherine
that ends up evolving into more than
just a business transaction.
Although Catherine initially hires
Chloe to prove her husband’s deceitful
infidelity, the affair that ensues soon
becomes a way for Catherine to reconnect with her cheating husband. As
the plot unfolds, the two women start
an unexpected affair of their own, as
Chloe forces Catherine to rediscover
herself in an unsettling way.
Directed by Atom Egoyan (“The
Sweet Hereafter,” 1997), “Chloe”
gracefully combines the genres of
drama, thriller and romance into one
gripping film. Egoyan makes a point
to delve deeply into Chloe’s character
development as an introspective, disconnected prostitute.
Up-and-coming star Seyfried does a
respectable job with her role considering that she is far outside of her comfort zone, usually playing innocent,
heroine-like characters (such as her
role in “Dear John,” 2010). The signature doe-eyed expression she often
uses to emphasize the young naïveté of her characters — think “Mean
Girls” (2004) and “Mamma Mia” (2008)
— becomes eerily erotic in the film,

ROTTENTOMATOES.COM

Amanda Seyfried, as a doe-eyed, angelic prostitute, takes a step away from her previous roles.

see CHLOE, page 6

ome of the most popular food headlines over the past week all sound
strangely familiar, such as “Can Eating
Junk Food Really Be an Addiction?”
from Time Magazine on April 3, “Rats Starve
Rather Than Eat Healthy Food” from CBS
on March 29 and “Junk food addiction may
be clue to obesity” from Reuters on March
28. The New York Daily News even boldly
claimed on March 29 that “Fatty foods may
be just as addictive as heroin and cocaine.”
The stories all sound pretty provocative, but
let’s compare them to some headlines from
2009: “Junk food turns rats into addicts” from
Science News on Nov. 21 and “‘Food addiction’ plays major role in obesity epidemic”
from the Health News blog on Dec. 23.
So why are some major news sources
seemingly reporting old news?
They technically aren’t, but there is definitely a disconnect between science publications and mainstream news sources in
reporting stories.
Back in October 2009, scientists from
The Scripps Research Institute in Jupiter,
Fla., presented the results of a study involving rats and junk food at the Society for
Neuroscience’s annual conference. Led by
Paul Johnson and Paul Kenny, the team
studied the effects of overeating fatty foods
on the pleasure center of the brains of rats.
The scientists fed three groups of rats: One
was fed a “normal” diet, one was allotted
junk food for one hour each day and a final
group had access to unlimited amounts
of unhealthy food, including cheesecake,
bacon and frosting.
After just five days of this junk food diet,
the third group of rats became compulsive
eaters, and their brain functions started to
change, while the first two groups showed
normal levels of activity. In order for their
brains to consistently register the same level
of pleasure, the affected rats needed to eat
more and more food, leading the Scripps
scientists to compare this behavior to that of
drug addicts.
The study was lauded in the scientific community because of its innovative approaches
to studying the impacts of food on the brain.
It was also one of the first studies to correlate
drug addiction to issues of food and obesity.
But the research seemed to have stayed within the science arena; with the exception of a
quick 266-word piece in the New York Daily
News, there was little mainstream reporting
on the study.
Flash forward one year. Kenny and
Johnson have continued working on their
research, and, on March 28, 2010, the Scripps
team published the full results of its research
online in Nature Neuroscience. In my quick
Google News search yesterday, I found over
130 distinct stories on the report.
So why is there such a vast difference
between reporting on last year’s conference
results and on this year’s journal article?
I think a lot of it has to do with the news
climate in which the 2010 journal article
was released. In the past year, Americans
have become increasingly obsessed with all
things food-related, from cooking clubs to
food blogs to scientific ways to combat obesity. The study was released in the midst of
ABC airing “Jamie Oliver’s Food Revolution”
— when you do a Google News search for
the word “food,” the top results for the past
two weeks have consistently been about this
show — and five days after The New York
Times printed a story about new federal
legislation that requires fast food chains to
post calorie counts for their offerings on their
menus and drive-through signs.
This one-year disconnect in reporting
makes me wonder about what other scientific
developments are out there that have yet to
break into the mainstream news. The scientific
community is clearly making breakthroughs
in studying our complicated relationship with
food, and this information needs to be made
as widely available as possible.

Caryn Horowitz is a senior majoring in
history. She can be reached at Caryn.
Horowitz@tufts.edu.
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Minimalist drawings certainly
worth a look at Bourgeois exhibit
BOURGEOIS
continued from page 5

the shock and awe generally associated
with Bourgeois’ most celebrated art.
The unique pieces gathered at
“Hang On!!” are subtle compositions
of drawing, painting and etching
combined with poetic text written by
the artist herself. The nine on display
are actually only part of a larger set
that consists of 17 such works that can
be read collectively, like a narrative
poem, or as autonomous objects in
and of themselves.
This interesting arrangement is
further complicated by the fact that,
although the works were numbered
by Bourgeois, the curatorial staff at
the Barbara Krakow Gallery chose to
hang them out of order and to not
display eight of the works that are
part of the group. Although it is not
indicated whether this is due to lack
of space or if it was conceived as an
artistic message, the layout of the
show does allow for a certain level of
open-ended interpretation on behalf
of the viewers.
It would be inappropriate to label
any of the parts of the exhibition as
grand or even powerful, but that does
not necessarily decrease their worth
or effectiveness. Clearly, Bourgeois
did not intend to overpower viewers when she created these pieces
in 2005; so to judge the art on such
a scale would be unfair. Instead, it
appears that these works — containing thoughtful phrases such as “I want
to go/ I want to want/ I want to find/
I want to finish/ I want to forge” —
are more concerned with entrancing
the viewer with their gestural brushstrokes and expressive lines.

There is an almost childlike sense
of wonder associated with the artistic technique and textual content of
these drawings. They are still erotically charged in a sense, due to the
presence of voluptuous nude women
wearing high heels and sexually
aroused male figures, but there is
simultaneously a sense of innocence.
These contradictory aspects lend
themselves to a somewhat mythical
reading of the set, one that seems at
once intimately personal to Bourgeois
herself and yet universal in its ideals.
Despite all of this openness, it is
important to recognize the formal
aspects that Bourgeois employed
when creating these works. These
aspects are presented in a very minimalist format created by the presence
of simple frames spread out across
stark white walls — a setup that is
representative of most shows at the
Krakow Gallery.
This layout relates quite well to the
compositions of the works themselves
because they consist of large expanses
of delicate paper that are only marginally occupied by small figures and
tiny texts. The thin layers of brightly
colored paints give the pieces a fleeting quality, making them seem like
instinctive expressions of the artist’s
most intimate feelings about life.
This quiet show at the Krakow
Gallery is not a grandiose artist’s retrospective meant to draw in viewers
with its exciting pieces, but it is a
lovely opportunity to witness works
by a talented artist that read more
like pages from a private diary than a
public manifesto. Bourgeois’ exhibit
is worth a quick stop on the next stroll
down Newbury Street.

COURTESY THE INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART/BOSTON

Bourgeois’ famous sculpture, “Maman,” is of a massive, 30-foot spider.

ROTTENTOMATOES.COM

Julianne Moore and Amanda Seyfried start an affair in “Chloe.”

‘Chloe’ lacks realistic approach to
marital relationships
CHLOE
continued from page 5

as Chloe recounts her escapades with
David to Catherine.
As expected, veteran actors Moore
and Neeson also deliver strong performances as a couple struggling with
their stagnant marriage. Moore especially demonstrates superb acting ability in portraying the degeneration of
the human mind into obsession and the
transformation Catherine undergoes in
order to believe in forgiveness and save
her failing marriage.
The plot of the film progresses in
a quick manner, and the characters
develop to their fullest potential. The
film’s direction accurately portrays
eroticism even when sex isn’t made
explicit on screen, heightening the
characters’ connections to one another. The artistic pairings of Catherine in
her anguish and David in his ecstasy
add to the emotional drama, propelling the film forward.
“Chloe” also triumphs in its originality. While the theme of infidelity is
a common thread in movies, this film
provides a different twist to this ageold dilemma through its arresting plot
and original insight into lesbian love
and prostitution.
At times, however, “Chloe” seems to
overexploit the experience of sex. It is nice

to see lesbianism tastefully portrayed in
film, but the amount of sex in this movie
feels kinky to the point of discomfort.
Our voyeurism as viewers becomes a
much more intense experience as love
and lust intermingle, and while sex does
keep the film going, it provides an overcharged, carnal atmosphere. Chloe’s sensual nature permeates every scene as she
makes her way into the Stewarts’ lives,
creating something of a creepy mood
that sits uncomfortably with audiences
throughout the film.
“Chloe” also lacks a realistic approach
to the relationship between a man and
a woman. Up until the end of the
movie, Catherine and David’s relationship makes sense: They are a married
couple failing to communicate and
quickly falling out of love. However,
forgiveness and absolution come at an
unnecessary time in the film, as the
ending feels rushed, incomplete and
unsatisfying. This sudden insensitivity
to the nature of relationships seems
out of place in an otherwise accurate
portrayal of human life.
Overall, “Chloe” shines new light on
prostitution and sexual love, providing
an in-depth — if inconsistent — portrayal of human relationships. While
the acting may be strong, the plot’s
overbearing emphasis on sex detracts
from the film’s overall success.

DANCE CONCERT PREVIEW

Tufts Dance Spring Concert
This upcoming weekend in
Jackson Dance Lab, the Tufts
Dance Program is putting on its
“Tufts Dance Spring Concert:
Faculty and Student Work.”
The concert comprises the work
of both students and faculty
members, providing an opportunity to showcase the creativity and collaboration going on
in the dance program over the
course of the semester.
The performance will be
made up of eight short dance
pieces. The pieces are all
unique, with differing compositional approaches including
the types of dancers and use of
music.
Three of the pieces are
choreographed by Tufts faculty members, including Daniel
McCusker, Mila Thigpen and
Alice Trexler, while the other
five are by senior dance minors

Marissa D’Ambra, Phoebe
Pickering, Lizzie Rodd, Julia
Schiff and Ellie Steever.
The faculty members’ pieces,
which will be performed in
trios, will focus on improvisation and props and were
designed for non-traditional
dancers. The works by the Tufts
seniors are more varied, with
inspiration for the works stemming from jazz music to contact improvisation, salsa dance
and even poetry. The seniors’
pieces will appear in duets and
quartets.
Performances of the concert
will be April 10 and 11 at 4 p.m.
in Jackson Dance Lab. The performances are free and open to
the public. Reservations, however, are recommended and
can be made before April 10
by e-mailing dance@tufts.edu
or calling 617-627-2556.
COURTESY LIZA VOLL

—by Michelle Beehler

Faculty members and seniors will show off their works at the spring dance concert.
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EDITORIAL

Abstinence-only education harmful to students
President Barack Obama and Congress
recently passed health care reform legislation that seeks to extend medical care to
all Americans. While the passing of the
legislation represents a victory for many
Americans who require affordable health
care, certain elements of the legislation
are not in the best interest of Americans’
public health. The legislation includes a
renewal of $50 million of federal funding
per year for abstinence-only sex education. It is inappropriate for policy intended
to improve public health in the United
States to fund programs that have been
repeatedly proven to not prevent sexually
transmitted diseases (STDs) and unwanted pregnancies among teenagers.
As mentioned in a recent CNN.com article, the programs that can apply to receive
this funding must “teach that abstinence
from sexual activity is the only certain way
to avoid out-of-wedlock pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, and other associated health problems,” according to the
Department of Health and Human Services.
What’s more, the programs must also teach
that premarital sex is “likely to have harmful
psychological and physical effects.”
Programs that comply with these standards withhold important health infor-

mation and should not be sponsored
by federal health care funds. In order to
maximize their health and safety, young
people should be provided with full disclosure about the different ways to protect
their sexual health. While students should
know that abstinence is the only 100percent guaranteed way to avoid STDs
and pregnancy, it is also necessary for
them to know that condoms, birth control
pills and other contraceptives, when used
properly, are highly effective in preventing
STDs and pregnancy.
In funding abstinence-only education
programs, the health care legislation is
ignoring the empirical evidence on the
efficacy of sex education programs. A
2007 study by the nonpartisan National
Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned
Pregnancy found that “there does not exist
any strong evidence that any abstinence
program delays the initiation of sex, hastens the return to abstinence or reduces
the number of sexual partners” among
teens. This finding has been reiterated
again and again in various studies. Since
evidence shows that abstinence programs
do not positively impact teens’ sexual
health choices, there is no place for the
programs in federal health care reform.

The idea of postponing sexual activity should be part of sex education, but
it is unfair to young people to exclude
information about practicing safe sex.
Public opinion research has shown that
a majority of Americans favor programs
that include both abstinence and contraceptive education. The conclusions of
both the American public and research
studies support comprehensive sex education; why then is federal legislation providing $50 million of tax-payer money for
abstinence-only programs?
Legislation reforming health care in the
United States should fund programs that
are the most effective in promoting sexual
health among young people. Abstinenceonly programs exclude important healthrelated information about contraception
and have been repeatedly proven ineffective in changing teen sexual behavior.
Educators should receive funding for programs that provide students with as much
information as possible so that students
can make fully informed decisions that
protect their health and safety.
The health care reform legislation
should be revised to only offer funding
for comprehensive sexual health education programs.
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Stage parents cross boundaries
BY

CHELSEY SEIDEL

The Daily Gamecock

Stage parents are nothing new to
America’s competitive culture. For decades,
stage parents have succeeded in raising
emotionally disturbed children who wet the
bed far too long and are socially awkward
around kids their own age. Whether it’s
the over-enthusiastic soccer mom whose
obnoxious screams cause hearing loss to
the other fans, or the egotistical father who
lives vicariously through his son because
he fumbled the winning touchdown for the
high school championship back in the ’70s,
stage parents of all breeds are no doubt out
for blood.
It is surprising how, after all these years,
parents refuse to learn the lessons of their
elders and continue this torture on their
children. Many parents have started indoctrinating their children as young as three
years old, and some have already committed their child to a life of ridicule at birth.

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the editorialists, and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and editorials
of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

According to The Tallassee Tribune, J.L.
and Jackie Redd took being “overbearing parents” to a completely new level
when the Alabama fans named their son
Crimson Tide Redd. Like the typical stage
parents, the Redds vehemently denied that
they were attempting to control their son’s
life and turn him into Alabama’s greatest
football star. “We don’t want to force him
into anything,” Jackie Redd said.
Well, if the boy has any sort of common
sense, I’m sure the name Crimson Tide,
coupled with the Alabama bed sheets,
wardrobe, nightlight and college fight song
constantly playing in his crib will give him
some sort of clue. Perhaps some new parents innocently just want their child to
follow in their collegiate footsteps and pass
on their college days to their son, literally.
The epitome of a stage parent can be
found on television’s most horrific show,
“Toddlers & Tiaras.” How did a show,
about overweight mothers who encourage their four-year-old daughters to get

spray tans and false eyelashes and then
parade around in bathing suits while
middle-aged men judge them, make it on
national television?
These mothers are teaching their
daughters that superficiality has no age or
moral boundaries. The show follows their
journey toward the tiara, and no matter how hard the little girls sob or throw
tantrums, the mothers just keep pushing
them to paste that fake smile on their
faces one more time.
All parents inarguably want the best
for their children in life, and it is often
the parent’s moral obligation to guide the
child and help nurture his or her talents.
However, naming your son after your college football team and then arguing that
his choices are his own is contradictory, as
is turning your four-year-old daughter into
Malibu Barbie as she screams hysterically
but insists she loves pageants. Parents need
to find a happy medium between forcing
and nurturing.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 4 p.m. and should be handed
into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com. All letters must be word processed and
include the writer’s name and telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must
be verified. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy is subject
to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief, Executive Board
and Executive Business Director. A publication schedule and rate card are available upon request.
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OP-ED

Responsible energy and the Tufts Energy Conference
BY

EMILY CLAYTON

Piling heavy logs of firewood into a battered pickup
truck, we paused to take a break from the heat and humidity in the foothills of the Guatemalan Highlands. On a
trip with Building Understanding through International
Learning and Development (BUILD), our group of Tufts
students was working in the fields for the day, helping a
pregnant woman collect her firewood, or “leña.” A student asked the woman, “How long will all this last you?”
Looking at the full truck bed of wood, she replied, “About
a month.” Because every fire she lit at home to cook for
her family depended on the backbreaking struggle of carrying firewood up steep hillsides, she knew exactly how
much output her energy source would yield.
Yet unlike the inhabitants of the small rural village of
Santa Anita la Unión, how many of us know how much
energy we use on a daily basis, or how long a kilowatthour would power our dorm for? The ease with which
we switch on a light, cook on our stovetops or turn on
our cars distances us from the reality of the sources we
use. However, just because we don’t have a conscious
awareness of the origins of the energy sources we use
doesn’t mean that their far-reaching consequences are
any more muted. Chances are, if your power comes from
most traditional carbon-spewing sources, your flicking
on of a switch is contributing to rising climate temperatures that threaten millions of Bangladeshis with
dangerously rising tides.
So maybe this doesn’t seem exceptionally relevant to
your life. But energy simultaneously affects the hidden
corners of the world as it touches any street corner in
Medford or Somerville. The outcomes of the sources we
use are as blatant as U.S. dependency on Middle Eastern
oil and the devastating effects of Hurricane Katrina,
and as unforeseeable as the effect that global-warminginduced melting of glaciers will have on water supplies in
dozens of countries.
Energy isn’t just the province of engineers, environmental activists or International Relations majors trying

to figure out how to prevent future conflict over resources
in far-flung corners of the world. The future of energy is of
vital importance for all of us; it affects every piece of the
kaleidoscope that makes up domestic life, in ways both
positive and negative. In just a few examples, our current
sources of energy are responsible for effects as varied as
the pollution caused by mountaintop removal coal mining, the health problems from polluting energy sources
that disproportionately affect minority communities and
the unpredictable cost of commuting to work in the
morning or paying your utility bill.
Not everything related to the future of energy has to be
gloom and doom: Our generation has the power (pardon
the pun) to choose what we want the future of energy
consumption to look like. New sources of energy or measures to improve energy efficiency may be our only ticket
to growing the American economy again in a sustainable
fashion, giving hope to the cyclically unemployed in both
rural and urban America. You never know: A green job
might be the difference between you moving back in with
your parents after graduation or finding a dynamic and
exciting job straight out of school.
Whether you are planning on being a policy maker,
business executive or think you might want to raise kids
someday, being well-educated about energy is vitally
important for your future and the futures of those your
life will impact. That’s where this year’s Tufts Energy
Conference comes in. Two days of event-packed, thoughtprovoking and visionary speakers, workshops and an allnew energy showcase highlighting research will address
the theme of “The Evolution of Energy.” How did we end
up in this mess in the first place and how are we going
to forge the path we want the future to go down? Ponder
these questions and many more on April 16 and 17. Check
out Tuftsenergyconference.com today.
Emily Clayton is a sophomore majoring in International
Relations. She is on this year’s Tufts Energy Conference
planning team.

MCT

Why we should revise the Common Reading Program
BY

ANDREW HELMS

The summer before my freshman year at Tufts, I
worked in the basement of a Washington, D.C. law firm.
The job paid well — more than I had made at my last
summer job waiting tables — and I thought it would be a
great experience to work in a real, functioning office.
But the job’s initial glamour dulled quickly. The work
was boring. I sorted documents in databases, put together spreadsheets, organized legal binders and redacted
privileged documents with big strips of white tape. With
no natural light or skyline to look out on, I labored under
hostile fluorescents as June turned into July.
This job would have been horrifically soul-crushing,
even scarring, if I hadn’t landed in a corner of the office
staffed by several 30-something female staff attorneys.
They’d lost that bright-eyed innocence I still carried with
me and still wore like a badge. They were loud, cynical
and funny, possessing the learned wisdom that I thought
I would need to properly navigate college. They saw in me
a version of their younger selves; I reminded them of the
days when they were younger and more free.
This is not to say that they were unhappy people, disappointed with the choices they’d made. They worked for
a good law firm and made good money, but it was clear
that they missed the four years I had ahead of me. And
in those moments when they were serious, honest and
clear, they reminisced about what made college important in their lives and what made them ache to go back
to it. “Just learning things. Being free to think,” one of my
co-workers said. “That’s what I miss most.” That freedom
had set each of them down a path that they would follow
for the rest of their lives. The importance of that sentiment would only become clear to me later.
Despite their great advice, I went into my freshman
year with the wrong frame of mind. I am partially to
blame for not heeding my co-workers’ counsel, but I
also hold Tufts somewhat responsible, too. As incoming
freshmen, we were assigned Tracy Kidder’s “Mountains
Beyond Mountains” (2003) to read before school started
as part of the Common Reading Program. “Mountains
Beyond Mountains” explores the life and work of Paul
Farmer, co-founder of Partners in Health and an incred-

ible humanitarian, doctor and all-around human being.
The book underlines Tufts’ core values of globalism and
active citizenship, but it also narrowed my perspective
of what I thought one could learn and achieve with a liberal arts degree. I felt compelled to follow Farmer’s path
in my studies — not my own — and found myself unable
to do so. I floundered through the classes I thought I
should be taking and even questioned my decision to
enroll at Tufts.
It wasn’t until I was buying books at the beginning of
my sophomore year and said to myself, “I don’t want to
read any of these books!” that I really took a step back
and began to wonder exactly what I was doing at Tufts.
I’d gone from high school to Tufts without taking the necessary time to put my education in perspective. I asked
myself why I wanted to obtain a liberal arts degree. I wondered what a liberal arts degree really would mean in my
life beyond dollars and cents, a future job and a few lines
on a résumé. I asked what I wanted from Tufts and what
I wanted from myself, finally asking all the questions I
should have asked before I ever stepped foot on the Hill.
And I still don’t have all the answers to those questions,
but I’ve taken a lot of time to think about them, and I
have a pretty good handle on what I think my liberal arts
education will mean in my life. There’s the cliché that says
a college education teaches you how to think, but writer
David Foster Wallace once argued that, more importantly
than the mere capacity to think, a liberal arts education
gives you the freedom to choose what to think about. We
have these four fantastic years to explore and to try new
things. As a liberal arts institution, we should highlight
this freedom to incoming students who, like me, may not
have given these questions enough consideration. We
should spur incoming freshmen to see and embrace the
intellectual freedom nascent to the liberal arts.
We structure this freedom and exploration into our
curriculum. Distribution requirements force students to
explore a variety of disciplines and subject areas. They
are meant to broaden our frame of reference, to introduce
ideas and concepts that we would never otherwise see or
understand if we studied only within one field. But why
do we offer only one perspective on a liberal arts education to incoming freshmen? We should incorporate into

the Common Reading Program the diversity innate to
the university’s curriculum. We should challenge them
to question their underlying assumptions about education and demonstrate all that can be gained through the
liberal arts.
Rather than having students read one book expressing
one opinion, I propose we send incoming students a variety of essays and articles, exposing them to the multitude
of opportunities available at Tufts. We could even include
work done by current students: papers, theses, research
projects, short-fiction, extracurricular programming,
poetry, music, film, photography and visual art. Much of
this material could even be disseminated online, made
available for the intellectually curious to find on their
own. Each piece should highlight a different perspective
of a Tufts liberal arts education, showing all the opportunities that new students will have to explore ideas across
disciplines at Tufts. This education will inform the rest of
their lives, and incoming freshmen should be shown our
university’s intellectual diversity so they can be ready to
embrace it when they first arrive at Tufts.
I recognize that the Common Reading Program was
put in place to introduce students to the concept of
active citizenship, but active citizenship is just one part
of a Tufts education. The Common Reading Program
should reflect the university’s intellectual diversity and
the free choice innate to the liberal arts. It’s what my
co-workers missed most in the basement of a D.C. law
office when they didn’t always have the freedom to
choose what to think about, and it’s what David Foster
Wallace saw as the lifelong benefit of a liberal arts education — he told the graduating Class of 2005 in a commencement address at Kenyon College that “The only
choice we get is what to worship.”
As a liberal arts institution we should not frame a Tufts
education through any one specific lens, but instead we
should show incoming students the hundreds of that
lenses they will be able to look into and explore. Let students come to decisions for themselves; let them choose
what to worship. I’m glad I did.
Andrew Helms is a senior majoring in history.
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MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD

NCAA BASKETBALL

Jumbos open outdoor season with eight wins Cinderella Butler
falls short to Duke
in title game
BY

LAUREN FLAMENT

Daily Editorial Board

The men’s track and field team opened
its outdoor season in a big way Saturday,
clinching eight victories at the annual
Snowflake Classic at Ding Dussault Track.
The Jumbos used the non-scoring meet
to show their strength as well their improvement coming off of their successful indoor
season, hitting many NESCAC and Div. III
qualifying times.
“The guys look great for the first outdoor
meet,” assistant coach Mark Carberry said.
“We really liked the intensity and the motivation that the team is bringing into the
short outdoor season … It shows that we
can be challenging for somewhere in the
top three of the NESCAC again.”
The running events opened for the day
with junior Chris Brunnquell posting a
personal record (PR) of 32:33.20 in the
10,000-meter run to finish first in the race
of 12 athletes.
“To find perfect race conditions for the
10K is difficult, and that certainly wasn’t it,
but he was able to work hard and persevere
and show that he has a chance of placing
very high at the NESCAC meet,” Carberry
said of Brunnquell’s race, which he ran
alone in very hot conditions.
The Jumbos also performed well in the
400-meter dash, with sophomore Ben
Crastnopol taking fifth with a time of
51.26 seconds. Junior Jeff Prunier and
senior Dan Stone also performed well in
the race, putting up times of 52.88 and
53.04 seconds, respectively.
“I was pretty happy with [my 400],”
Prunier said. “We got some good weather
for it. It was a PR, so it’s always good to see
the times drop as the season goes on …
I think my race went out a little slow, so I
had to adjust mid-race, which I think is an
important thing to be able to do.
“I’m coming off of a couple years off, so
basically as long as I’m seeing improvements in my races, both mentally how I feel
as the race goes and how the time comes

BY JOE JULIANO

The Philadelphia Inquirer (MCT)

The Jumbos dominated the throwing
events, with freshman Curtis Yancy winning

Butler couldn’t survive its second-half
drought this time.
Although the Bulldogs came oh so
close.
Butler had only one basket in a span of
11-plus minutes in the second half, and
Gordon Hayward was agonizingly close on
two missed shots in the final seconds as
Duke survived for a 61-59 win over Butler
in the NCAA championship game at Lucas
Oil Stadium on Monday night.
Duke (35-5) won its first national title
since 2001, when the Blue Devils beat
Arizona for coach Mike Krzyzewski’s third
NCAA title. His fourth championship
on Monday night tied him with former
Kentucky coach Adolph Rupp in that category. Former UCLA coach John Wooden
holds the record with 10 titles.
“First of all, it was a great basketball
game. I want to congratulate an amazing
Butler team and their fans,” Krzyzewski
said. “Fabulous year. We played a great
game, they played a great game. It’s hard
for me to say it, to imagine that we’re
the national champions. Both teams and
all the kids on both teams played their
hearts out.”
Duke’s Kyle Singler (19 points) was
named Most Outstanding Player.
The Bulldogs (33-5), who had a 25-game
winning streak broken, had only one basket in the last 12 minutes against Michigan
State in the semis, yet eked out a victory.
Butler coach Brad Stevens, 33, failed
to become the youngest head coach to
win an NCAA title since Indiana’s Branch
McCracken did it at age 31 in 1940.

see MEN’S TRACK, page 15

see NCAA, page 14

DAILY FILE PHOTO

In his first-ever 10,000-meter race, senior Jesse Faller qualified automatically for the NCAA
Championships with his 30:13.97 time at the Sam Howell Invitational hosted by Princeton
University on Friday.
out, I’m pretty satisfied,” Prunier continued. “As the season goes on, I’ve felt more
comfortable and confident running the
races and running through the pain.”

WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD

Theiss, Allen headline strong showing at Snowflake Classic
BY

ETHAN LANDY

Daily Editorial Board

The outdoor season is barely underway, but the women’s track and field
team appears to be in midseason form,
at least considering its results from
Saturday’s Snowflake Classic.
With a full team competing for the
first time this spring, the Jumbos took
advantage of some good weather and
the home setting at the Ding Dussault
Track to deliver a number of notable
performances. Leading the way was a
pair of underclassmen in sophomore
Heather Theiss and freshman Kelly
Allen, with each setting a new school
record in her respective event.
“It was great,” Theiss said. “Just the
fact that we were outside and that it
was beautiful weather changes everyone’s attitude. Everyone came together
as a team and was really happy and
cheering each other on. I think everyone in general enjoys spring season a
little more than winter. You are outside, the sun is out there, and everyone
is just having fun and enjoying their
sport more.”
Both Allen and Theiss had competed
already earlier this season. Theiss broke
her outdoor personal record (PR) in the
pole vault by six inches at the Coastal
Carolina Shamrock Invitational over
spring break, but she bested that by
more than three inches with a mark of
11-9 on Saturday.
“It is an awesome feeling to PR consecutively,” Theiss said. “That usually
doesn’t happen; usually you PR and
then kind of taper off a little bit and
then maybe PR again or not even at all.
So the fact the I PRed twice in one sea-

son is an awesome feeling. And the fact
that I have a lot of time left makes me
feel like I have the chance to PR again.”
More importantly, Theiss was well
over the provisional qualification mark
for NCAAs, as was Allen in the discus.
Her 138-foot, 10-inch throw broke a
20-year-old Tufts record and came a
week after her victory in the event at
the Jerry Gravel Classic.
Sophomore Nakeisha Jones, making
her first appearance of the spring after
finishing as the runner-up in the triple
jump at Nationals in the indoor season,
was the third member of the Tufts team
to pass a provisional qualifying mark.
She won the triple jump with a 37-foot,
9.25-inch leap, short of her best this
year but good enough to best teammate
junior Kanku Kabongo.
Though the meet was not scored,
the Jumbos had two other victories on
the day. Allen also placed first in the
shot put with a throw of 38-6, while
Kabongo added to an impressive day
that included the second-place finishes in the triple and long jump by winning the 200-meter dash with a time of
26.62 seconds.
But it was in the field events that the
Jumbos seemed to run wild. Sophomore
Dayorsha Collins’ five-foot, three-inch
mark was good enough for second in
the high jump behind Brandeis senior
captain Suzanne Bernier. Senior Julia
Feltus delivered a pair of second-place
finishes in the shot put and the hammer throw, while junior Sarah Nolet
was the best finisher among seven
athletes for Tufts in the javelin with her
throw of 114’-6.
see WOMEN’S TRACK, page 15

JAMES CHOCA/TUFTS DAILY

Senior quad-captain Andrea Ferri and the Jumbos posted strong performances at the
Snowflake Invitational at home on Saturday in the first full team meet of the season.
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TUFTS UNIVERSITY

Norbert Wiener Lectures

PROFESSOR ROBERT GHRIST
Andrea Mitchell University Professor of
Mathematics and Electrical/Systems Engineering
University of Pennsylvania

April 6 , 7 , 8 2010
th

th

th

Carmichael Hall Lounge

SENSOR SENSIBILITY : THE MATHEMATICS
OF SENSOR NETWORKS

Monday, April 5

4:30 p.m.–5:30 p.m.
Braker Hall, Room 1
5:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m.
Reception: Terrace Room
UNDERGRADUATE SEMINAR

SHEAVES AND DATA

Tuesday, April 6

Tuesday, 4/6 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m
Wednesday, 4/7 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m

4:30 p.m.–5:30 p.m.
Bromﬁeld-Pearson 101
5:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m.
Reception: Bromﬁeld-Pearson 117
James A. Clarkson Mathematics Conference Room
COLLOQUIUM

CURRENT TRENDS IN APPLIED ALGEBRAIC TOPOLOGY

Wednesday, April 7

Thursday, 4/8 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

4:30 p.m.–5:30 p.m.
Robinson Hall, Room 253
5:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m.
Reception: Anderson Hall, Room 206

Schedule an appointment TODAY: www.Tuftslife.com
*Positive ID Required*Drop-ins are welcome!*Free food!

All lectures are free and open to the public.

While the Leonard Carmichael Society
fully supports blood donation, we do not condone the FDA's policy
barring blood donations from men who have had sex with another
man. We acknowledge that this policy discriminates against gay
and bisexual members of the Tufts community.

The Norbert Wiener Lectures are funded by an anonymous gift to the
Department of Mathematics. Please visit us at http://math.tufts.edu.
All events are taking place on Tufts’ Medford/Somerville campus.

The Daily wants to hear from YOU.

Have a problem with our coverage?
Upset about something happening at
Tufts or in the community?
The Daily welcomes thoughts, opinions and
complaints from all readers — have your
voice heard!

Send op-ed submissions, 600-1,200 words, to
oped@tuftsdaily.com. Send letters to the editor to
editor@tuftsdaily.com.

Tuesday, April 6, 2010

THE TUFTS DAILY

13

SPORTS

WOMEN’S TENNIS

ALEX PREWITT | LIVE FROM MUDVILLE

An open
letter

L

JAMES CHOCA/TUFTS DAILY

Senior tri-captain Meghan McCooey lost a combined eight games in her two straight-set victories at singles in the Jumbos’ 9-0 victories
over both Bates and Colby this weekend.

No. 17 Tufts dominant in pair of weekend
romps over NESCAC rivals Colby and Bates
BY SARAH

NASSER

Daily Staff Writer

After a rough spring break schedule
in which it lost three out of five contests against stiff non-conference opposition, the women’s tennis team began
the NESCAC season with a bang, notching two in-conference wins last Friday
afternoon. After traveling to Maine, the
Jumbos thoroughly dominated rivals
Colby and Bates, not dropping even one
match on their way to toppling both with
perfect 9-0 victories.
“Our mental toughness was really crucial this weekend, as we played our first
real matches of the spring that would
count towards our record,” junior tricaptain Julia Browne said. “It was really
exciting to see where we are this early in
the season.”
Browne and senior tri-captain Meghan
McCooey led the nationally ranked No.17
Jumbos to success against Colby, as the
duo throttled the Mules’ first doubles
team 8-0 and won each of their singles
matches handily, losing only three games
in four total sets between them.
First-years Lindsay Katz and Janice
Lam succeeded at second doubles with
an 8-1 win against Colby, while junior
Edwina Stewart and first-year Lauren
Hollender emerged victorious in a close

match with a 9-7 triumph.
“Our doubles has definitely improved,”
Katz said. “There were some matches
that were close, and we were able to pull
out because of the toughness we developed over spring break.”
All six singles matches finished in a
decisive fashion as well, without the
Mules forcing any one match into a third
set. Browne lost only one game in her
match, while McCooey dispatched her
opponent 6-1, 6-1. Katz, Stewart, and
Hollender also dominated in singles to
go along with their doubles victories.
“It definitely gave us a lot of confidence, being able to go out there in our
first NESCAC matches and come out
with big wins,” Browne said.
After the shutout of Colby, the Jumbos
were feeling confident. But rather than
immediately celebrating their first
NESCAC win, the Jumbos were forced
to regain their composure and face off
against Bates for their second match of
the afternoon.
Despite the heavy schedule, the
Jumbos’ confidence and the way they
breezed through the first match of the day
allowed them to conserve energy, push
through and maintain their strength.
Tufts’ extensive training paid off, as the
team continued its momentum and was
able to rout the Bobcats for its second

shutout of the day.
“It’s hard to go into one match and win
and then refocus and go into another
match,” Katz said. “But we’ve been working a lot with being mentally tough, and
that gave us a lot more confidence this
weekend.”
“Having two matches in one day
was tough, but we worked very hard
over the offseason,” Browne added.
“The whole team is well conditioned
and prepared for the season, and that
clearly showed.”
The Jumbos lost a total of just four
games in three doubles matches against
Bates, with each Tufts duo easily overcoming its opponent. Katz and Lam highlighted the resounding win, taking their
match at No. 2 doubles with a perfect 8-0
set. Browne breezed at first singles once
again with a love-and-love victory.
Tufts ended the weekend with an
overall record of 6-3 and a 2-0 record
in NESCAC matches, while the Mules
dropped to 6-4 (1-2 NESCAC) and the
Bobcats fell to 6-2 (1-1 NESCAC). The
Jumbos will play next on Wednesday for
their third NESCAC match of the season
against conference rival Wesleyan, looking to continue their hot start.
“It’s definitely a great way to start off
the season,” Browne said. “We’re feeling
confident and playing well.”

MEN’S TENNIS

Nation’s top team gives Tufts a dose of reality
BY

DAVID HECK AND JESSE WEINBERG

Daily Editorial Board and Senior Staff Writer

The men’s tennis team has not
been the most successful squad at
Tufts in recent history; since conference records began to determine team
standings in 2007, the team has failed
to register a winning record against its
NESCAC opponents, compiling a lackluster aggregate mark of 8-15.
So when the Jumbos kicked off their
NESCAC season this past weekend with
matches against Middlebury, Brandeis
and Bowdoin, they were hoping that
they could set the stage for a turnaround year. But in the end, it appears
that Tufts’ season will likely be more of
the same.
In Friday’s action, the nationally
ranked No. 1 Panthers took care of
the Jumbos handily in a 9-0 route.
Middlebury got out to a quick lead,
winning all three doubles matches by
a combined score of 24-11. Only the
second doubles match was tightly contested, as the Tufts team of junior tricaptain Paul Kohnstamm and senior
tri-captain Daniel Landers refused to

give in to the Panthers, matching their
power and volleying skill for much of
the match. But ultimately, the Jumbos
could not outlast their opponents, falling 8-6.
“All of our matches this past weekend were tough, and we knew that
Middlebury and Bowdoin were going to
be extremely difficult,” freshman Mark
Westerfield said. “We thought that we
would have a good chance against
Brandeis, but they were extremely
good as well.”
In singles, the Jumbos did not fare
any better. Westerfield, competing in
the No. 5 spot, played a grueling match
against Middlebury freshman Spencer
Lunghino, with the first set lasting
about 80 minutes. Despite a valiant
effort, Westerfield fell 6-4, 6-2 to his
fellow first-year. The closest contest of
the day was the No. 4 singles match, in
which freshman Andrew Lutz adopted a serve-and-volley approach to
dominate the first set 6-1. But Lutz’s
opponent, senior Peter Odell, adjusted
quickly and went on to win the next set
6-2 and the tiebreaker 10-4.
On Saturday, the Jumbos played a

doubleheader against Bowdoin and
Brandeis, losing the matches 8-1
and 5-4, respectively. Against the No.
13-ranked Polar Bears, the Jumbos
were more competitive but still overmatched. Two singles matches came
down to tiebreakers, as Lutz and sophomore Morrie Bossen both managed
6-3 second-set victories. Unfortunately
for the Jumbos, both went on to drop
their tiebreakers 10-7.
The lone win for the Jumbos against
Bowdoin came at first doubles, as
sophomore Kai Victoria and junior
Jake Fountain cruised past Bowdoin
senior Jamie Neely and sophomore
Kent Winningham 8-2.
Tufts followed up the Bowdoin match
with a tilt against Brandeis and looked
as though it could achieve its lone victory of the weekend. The Jumbos started off with an early 2-1 lead in doubles,
as Fountain and Victoria won their
second consecutive match together by
a score of 8-5, while Landers and Lutz
also pulled out an 8-5 victory. The pairing of Victoria and Fountain has been
see MEN’S TENNIS, page 15

isten up, Brad Stevens, because this
one is for you. I realize you’re just
coming off your heartbreaking loss
in the NCAA Tournament final to
the bloated bag of suck that is Duke, but I
think you need to hear this.
I get it, Brad, you’re a young coach
with a bright future at the collegiate
level. You’re 33 and about as attractive as
coaches get — practically the polar opposite of Mike Krzyzewski, in fact — and you
just led Butler to a few points shy of giving college basketball one of its greatest
stories ever.
The selection committee put this task
in your face and said “Do it. We don’t
think you can.” Not since 1972 has a
school played a Final Four in its hometown, but there was Butler, defying the
No. 5 seed it got. Now you have this other
task in your face, one far more daunting.
You have to decide whether or not you
want to move on.
Don’t do it, Brad. From one friend to
one Final Four coach, my advice is this:
Don’t leave Butler.
Brad, you can parlay this championship-game appearance into a coaching
gig at one of the powerhouses. Want to go
to the Pac-10? It’s yours! Feel like coaching on the East Coast in the ACC? Go for
it! Look, I get it Brad, you’re a hot commodity. You have the player’s pedigree of
an All-Conference point guard at DePauw
University, and now you have the coaching pedigree.
The temptation is there, Brad. Go
ahead; take a bite of the apple. It’s ripe
with a hefty salary, flashy business cards
and a new home. What’s that? You say
something’s missing from the taste? Right.
That’s the sweetness of building a dynasty
at Butler.
Departing from the Bulldogs’ program
means leaving behind — “abandoning”
is too strong of a word — a potential
gold mine. This is a team that beat
Syracuse, Kansas State and Michigan
State in three consecutive games, not
to mention three NCAA Tournament
appearances under Stevens.
Follow what Gonzaga coach Mark Few
has done after taking over in the 1999-00
season at the elite mid-major school: 10
consecutive WCC regular season championships, seven WCC Coach of the Year
honors and a 291-73 all-time record.
I know you have a contract with Butler
through the 2015-16 season, but $400,000
looks awfully small compared to a sevendigit number. At least it sounds like you
have the right mindset, telling The New
York Times that you would only leave if
they kicked you out.
The winner’s mentality you’ve instilled
in Butler could last for years. Your headcoaching record is currently 89-15. Project
that average per-year record of 29.67-5
over time and you surpass Bobby Knight’s
current mark of 902 wins for the coach
with the most wins in Div. I men’s basketball history in a little more than 27 years,
when you’re 60. Your winning percentage
of .856 would rank as first all-time, if you
qualified with enough games coached.
How would that look on a résumé?
Forget the glamour of going to a state
school; imagine this list: Adolph Rupp,
Kentucky; John Wooden, UCLA; Dean
Smith, UNC; Bob Knight, Texas Tech/
Indiana; Brad Stevens, Butler. Looks pretty
good right?
And maybe it’s selfish of me to not
wish you well in anything you do. Maybe
I should be encouraging you to go on to
bigger and better things. But in my mind,
you’ve become a beacon of light for midmajor schools and coaches everywhere.
You took down the top dogs. You made the
Final Four. You, coach of Butler, were the
national runner-up.
If you leave, I bid you farewell. You’re
going to have a lot of success wherever you go, I’m sure of it. But for midmajor fans everywhere, please remain in
Indianapolis, build a dynasty and kick the
living snot out of Duke next year.

Alex Prewitt is a sophomore who has not
yet declared a major. He can be reached at
Alexander.Prewitt@tufts.edu.
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Duke’s “Big Three” combines for 26 of team’s 33 points in first half
NCAA
continued from page 11

“There’s not much to say,” Stevens said.
“We came up one possession short. I’m
proud of our guys. It’s hard to stomach.”
Nolan Smith’s two foul shots with 3:16
left put the Blue Devils ahead, 60-55, but
Butler’s Matt Howard got free inside on the
next two possessions, and his teammates
found him twice for layups to cut the deficit to 60-59 with 55 seconds left.
Hayward had a floating jumper that
missed over the outstretched reach of
7-foot-1 Brian Zoubek with Butler trailing,
60-59. And after Zoubek made one of two
free throws, Hayward’s long three-point
attempt just over halfcourt banked off the
backboard and off the front rim.
Butler was the smallest school in terms
of enrollment since Jacksonville in 1970 to
reach the final. Jacksonville lost to UCLA
in that game. Butler was trying to become
the fourth school to win an NCAA title in
its home city by joining CCNY (1950) and
UCLA (1968, 1972).
Butler surprisingly spent the early part
of the game trying to establish the inside
offense of 6-8 center Howard, as he had
numerous touches in the first six minutes.
Yes, Howard entered Monday averaging
11.6 points, but he had missed practice
Sunday because of a concussion suffered in the semifinal win over Michigan
State and it wasn’t known until Monday
afternoon that he definitely would play.
Howard went 0-for-4 from the floor and
1-for-4 from the line in the first half.
But the Bulldogs began to hit from
the outside, and Zach Hahn’s extra-deep
three-pointer with 12:27 left in the half
gave Butler a 12-11 lead. The lead seesawed afterward, but Duke briefly took
control with an 8-0 run that gave it a 26-20
lead. Kyle Singler’s driving bank shot in
traffic capped the spurt.
Butler responded, however, as Avery
Jukes’ three finished a 7-0 run that put
the Bulldogs back in front, 27-26. His second three of the half gave him 10 points
in the period and cut Butler’s deficit to
33-32 with 22 seconds left. Duke’s Smith
was fouled with three seconds left and

MCT

From left, Jon Scheyer, coach Mike Krzyzewski, Nolan Smith and Brian Zoubek bask in the glory of Duke’s victory over Butler in the NCAA
championship game last night in Indianapolis.
missed the front end of a one-and-one.
He wound up with the offensive rebound,
but missed a shot in the lane and was
chastising himself on the way to the locker room. Teammate Andre Dawkins put
his arm around him to console him as
Duke led by one.
Unlike Saturday, when Duke ruled the
offensive boards against West Virginia,
Butler had its way in that area in the first

half, garnering 12 offensive rebounds to
three for the Blue Devils. Butler led in
second-chance points, 10-3.
Howard came out of the game with 14:09
left when he picked up his fourth foul trying to rebound his miss. The Bulldogs
trailed, 42-40, at the time, but went ahead
by one on their next possession when
Ronald Nored hit a three from the right
corner. But Singler drained a three from

BS

JO

save the date

the right side to put Duke back ahead,
45-43, with 13:02 left.
Zoubek’s basket off a nice feed from Jon
Scheyer on an inbounds play extended
Duke’s lead to four, but the Zoubek had
to go to the bench with 11:21 left when he
committed his fourth foul trying to defend
a driving Hayward. The sophomore forward made both foul shots to cut the deficit to 47-45.
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Join us under the big top for a Job and Resource Fair for Seniors
brought to you by Tufts Career Services
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Commencement

2010

Visit our website at: commencement.tufts.edu
University Commencement Ofﬁce telephone:
617.627.3636
E-mail: commencement@tufts.edu
Don’t forget to stop by the Commencement Fair at the Campus
Center on April 7 during Senior Days, to pick up graduation
announcements and other commencement-related information.

Wednesday, April 7 12 - 2 pm 51 Winthrop Street
GET A JOB
Meet employers who are hiring seniors NOW.
See current employer list at http://careers.tufts.edu
GET A PLAN
Manage finances and school loans,
apartment hunting, dressing for work
GET AHEAD
Master social media,
develop a 60-second networking script,
avoid fatal interviewing flaws
PHONE
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Event

Noontime Concert
Noontime Concert at Goddard
Chapel
April 8, 2010 - Thursday - 12:30 PM
Leah Kosch, piano

Goddard Chappel Forum on
Religion and Media
Goddard Chapel - 6 PM Micheal
Flaherty, A`90 Co-Founder, Walden
Media 2010 Russell Lecturer *

A Look at Religions
Chaplain`s Table - “A Look at
Religions” -April 8, 2010. MacPhie
Conference Room. 5-7PM. Rabbi
Jeff Summit, Jewish Chaplain.
“The Changing Face of Judaism
Today”

Commencement
What do you need to know?
COMMENCEMENT 2010
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Housing

Housing

3 BDR...Completely renovated
and a short walk to campus!
Very Desirable, completely renovated with nice features, large living, dining room, eat-in kitchen,
hardwood floors, new heating system, deck and patio, driveway and
garage, private laundry. Located
at 37 Chetwynd Rd. Call Arthur at
617-901-9518.

4 BR/June 1st/45 Pearl St.
4 BR-June 1st. 45 Pearl St. Off
College Avenue. One Year Lease.
$2,200 p/m. Clean, modern, 2 full
baths, 2 levels, hardwood floos,
laundry, PKG, Front and Rear
porches, private yard! (781-9836398)

Services

Wanted

McCarthy Self Storage
22 Harvard Street Medford, MA
02155.781-396-7724 Business
Hours Mon-Fri 8am to 5pm Sat
9am to 2:45pm Sun 10am to
2:45pm Space available to students close to Tufts Univ. 5x5x3
$30.00, 5x5x8 $48.00, 5x8x8
$66.00, 5x10x8 $71.00, 5x12x8
$81.00 Please call for more information

$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and give
the gift of family through California
Cryobank`s donor program.
Branch offices in Cambridge.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.com

http://commencement.tufts.edu
CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

NESCAC Peformer of the Week
Faller impresses in first career 10K
MEN’S TRACK
continued from page 11

both the shot put and the discus and junior
Alex Gresham winning the hammer throw.
Senior Trevor Donadt also claimed two firstplace finishes, running 15:58 in the 110meter hurdles and 56.52 in the 400-meter
hurdles.
Tufts also recorded many strong performances in the 1,500-meter run. Senior
quad-captain Billy Hale took second in the
event with a time of 4:01.84.
“Billy Hale ran great in the 1,500 — 4:01
roughly equates to about a 4:19 mile, and
that’s a race that he doesn’t even train for,”
Carberry said.
Freshman Sam Haney was the next
Tufts finisher in eighth place with a time of
4:05.18.
“Sam Haney ran really well … [His time]
was equivalent to a lifetime PR [in the
mile],” Carberry said. “That kid has got
something special in him that you don’t
see in an athlete every day.
“[Sophomore] Jeff Prescott ran great to
win the second heat [of the 1,500] in a
15- or 16-second PR,” Carberry continued.
“He really defines what this team is all
about — that’s working hard, setting reasonable goals and doing everything you
can to accomplish them.”
Other victories came from seniors Isaiah
Paramore in the high jump and quad-captain Jared Engelking in the pole vault.
In the 5,000-meter race, freshman Matt
Rand and sophomore Scott McArthur took
fourth and fifth with times of 15:27.10 and
15:28.03, respectively.
“Rand and McArthur ran very well, with
Scott [running a PR] and Matt running his
first-ever outdoor meet. Both were Div.
III qualifiers,” Carberry said. “With the
weather being as hot as it was, we kind
of tempered their expectations … These

are both guys that can run low 15:00’s, but
in 75-degree weather, we were really just
looking to get 15:30’s out of them and have
them survive.”
On Friday, senior Jesse Faller traveled to
Princeton for the Sam Howell Memorial
Invitational to compete in the first 10,000meter run of his career. In his premiere
race, Faller’s time of 30:13.97, which earned
him second at the meet, is a national
automatic qualifier, six seconds under the
30:20 mark. The time is the second fastest
all-time run by a Tufts athlete and ranks
Faller as the third fastest athlete nationally
in the 10,000-meter this outdoor season.
“It’s like I’m not really even impressed
by Jesse anymore. We just keep setting
our goals faster and faster for him, and
he just seems to hit them every time,”
Carberry said.
Faller’s race earned him NESCAC Track
Performer of the Week honors.
On Friday, the Jumbos will host the
fifth annual Last Second Multi, and on
Saturday, they will travel to UMass Lowell
for the George Davis Invitational.
“Outdoor is a short season, but the guys
are in great shape, and I think we’re really confident about the team we’re going
to bring into the championship season,”
Carberry said.
“We all started just about where we’d
like to start a season,” Prunier added. “No
one was content with their performances
because they can improve, but no one was
dissatisfied.
“With the combination of running on
the outdoor track and having a few more
weeks of workouts, everyone is pretty confident for this season. Everyone has been
positive during workouts and meets, so
it’s been good to work together and keep
everyone focused for their races,” Prunier
continued.

Quartet of Jumbo sophomores win
‘class relay,’ take second in 4x400
WOMEN’S TRACK
continued from page 11

VIRGINIA BLEDSOE/TUFTS DAILY

Sophomore Sam Laber captured his singles match on Saturday at home against Brandeis but
fell in both his doubles match and his singles match versus No. 13 Bowdoin as the Jumbos
dropped a pair this weekend.

Fast-fading Jumbos hope to get
back on track against Hamilton
MEN’S TENNIS
continued from page 13

one of the bright spots for the Jumbos
this season, and the two have continued
their good play this season with wins
against MIT in addition to their wins
against Brandeis and Bowdoin.
But Brandeis mounted a comeback in
singles, winning four of its six matches
to pull out the 5-4 overall victory.
“Against Brandeis, everyone put in
a great effort and fought really hard,
especially [sophomore] Sam Laber ,who
put in a great effort in his match coming back from a large deficit,” senior
tri-captain Andrew Rosen said. “It was
a great match between two evenly
matched teams, but we came up a little
short.”
The meet ultimately came down to a
dramatic sixth-singles match that was
decided in three sets. Freshman Ben

Barad took the first set from Brandeis
freshman Fred Rozenshteyn 6-1 and
looked poised to push his record to 5-1 in
collegiate singles play. But Rozenshteyn
battled back to win the next two sets
6-4, 6-1 and take the match. Laber also
took part in a highly competitive match
at No. 3 singles, from which he emerged
with a 7-5, 7-5 victory.
The Jumbos have now lost four consecutive matches after winning their
first meet of the spring season, but
they will get an opportunity to redeem
themselves when they travel to upstate
New York to take on Hamilton College,
a team with which Tufts feels it matches up well.
“In the past, we have played very
well against Hamilton, winning the past
couple of years,” Rosen said. “We like
our chances, and we are looking to go
and win against them.”

“We are really deep in the field
events,” Theiss said. “But at the same
time, we have some pretty good
sprinters. I think as long as we keep
up [a] good work ethic in practice, we
will be able to do well in the season.
Same with distance, too; we all have
potential, we just need to work a little
bit harder in those other areas, and we
will see some improvement and some
good performances.”
But the above athletes were only a
part of the large contingent of Jumbos
who also delivered second-place finishes on the day. Senior Logan Crane
ran to second place in the 100-meter
dash with a time of 12.85 seconds in
her first event of the outdoor season,
while senior co-captain Andrea Ferri
was the runner-up in the 400 hurdles.
The 4x4 team of sophomores Kayley
Petteruto, Sarah Boudreau, Grace
Perry and Lauren Flament, who is also
a sports editor for The Daily, finished
behind one of two Amherst quartets,
but ahead of three other Tufts teams
as the Jumbos took advantage of the
unique structure of the meet to do a
“class relay,” with four teams compromised of each individual class year.
“It is always better when your whole
team is there cheering you on and
supporting you,” Ferri said. “We are
all in the same heat, so it is a big race,
and people who don’t usually run 400s
are running. So that is really fun, and

you can’t do that when only half your
team is there. It was just great to get
on the line and see a sea of blue Tufts
uniforms.”
With a small numbers of schools
making the trip to Somerville and the
meet not being scored, the Jumbos
were able to get back into the swing of
things in a relatively relaxed setting.
“There were not a ton of teams
there, so it was a lot more relaxed,
and a lot of people do better when
they are more relaxed because it is
more fun and it is more like a glorified practice,” Ferri said. “It was a
more fun environment and atmosphere, so that was good.”
The Jumbos will have to put their
noses to the grindstone now, however,
with less than three weeks remaining
before the NESCAC Championships,
which will be held at Tufts on April 24.
Now that the season is truly underway, the Jumbos will look to continue
to improve and get situated to the
different aspects of the outdoor season as they gear up for championship
season.
“I guess getting used to outdoors
— it was great weather, but outdoor
is just a different thing than indoor,”
said Ferri when asked about the transition from the winter campaign. “We
are focusing on practices and getting
better and trying to improve our marks
as quickly as we can because the regular season before Championships is
very short.”
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Center for the Humanities at Tufts
Presents

Spinoza and the Good Life
Rebecca Newberger Goldstein
Novelist and Philosopher
Author of:
The Mind-Body Problem
Betraying Spinoza
36 Arguments for the Existence of
God: A Work of Fiction

Thursday April 8th
Remis Sculpture Court
Aidekman Arts Center
40R Talbot Avenue

5:30– 7:00pm
Q&A and Reception to follow

