The Peclavation of Independence From PLCIBs

@hereas polychlovinated biphenpls, commonly knoton as PCBs, belonging to the lavger class of
chemicals knoton as persistent, organic pollutants that Have been determined to be harmful to the long term
health and binbility of both human beings and the envivorument, whose lasting effects are meagured in
hundreds of pears, and '

8iheveas PEIBS are a fabricated, industrial product with no naturally determined occurrence, a normal
backaround [evel is sevo; any PCIBs measured in human or animal populations is, by definition elebated, and
BUhereas their ubiquitous presence in the enbivorment and thovough integration into the food chain is a divect
vesult of, at best, icresponsible corporate behabior, and at worst, deltberate, industrial misconduct, and
@ hereas tue, the people, reqardless of race, age ot income habe a vight to a clean and healthy enbivonment
~ and to a life, free from the effects of industial pollutants that habe been imposed upon us through ntmpatmnal
expogure or move commonly, without our knotvledge and/or against our will, and
Wlhereas toe, the people, investors in public companies goberned by SEC gquidelines, mmzt that they fully
viscloge their envivonmental liabilities, and
@hereas e, the people habe a vight to habe access to tbe mztbamsms of justice in enbivonmental matters,
- and
heveas e, the people remind our gnhemmmt to fully and conﬁistem[y' enforce the "doctrine of public
teust,” to protect public resources such ag air and water, and ;

Qe, the people petition pou to vige abobe pacty affiliation and economic influence, to fullp embrace the
bighest and most honovable migsion, to balue and protect the interests of all people equitably and without
_ prejudice and to specifically and toithout delay to cecognise, honor and respond to the follotwing principles and
concerns that twe hereby set forth:

We, members of communities affected by PLCB contamination ace united by its untoelcome
pregence. Wibether placed theve by intent ov accident, through improper disposal by industry ov considered
containment by gobernment, hether ag residents living in proximity to PCBs or workers exposed to
PLCBs, e ave equally at visk to the potential ill effects asgoriated tith this toxic substance. e seek an
expedited remediation for all PECIB's that ave curvently or potentially abailable for veleage into the
enbivonment.

®e vespectfully ingist on divect, local citizen pacticipation in all matters velating to the

community affected by the contamination. @e ace in full agreement with the Enbivonmental BHealth
Alliance, that; "Gobernment and (ndustry decigions should be based on meaningful citizen input and mutual
vespect (or the golden tule), with the highest vegard for those whose health map be affected vather than those
twith financial intevests. Independent science should inform public policy, and give the public information to
make decigions about threats and guarantee effective safequards and enforcement.” Environmental BHealth
Alliance "Be Safe: Wiueprint Ensuring our Safety and Future Economy" 2003

The medical health of a citizenry should neber be gacvificed for the economic health of a

corporation. Communities deserve complete and timelp responses to their concerns about health effects



 inclubding, but not [imited to, comprehensive testing to identifp the extent of contanvination in both the
enbivonment and people and; health stubdies including medical monitoving and access to information about toxic
exposure.

e fully endorge the quidance offered by "The Precautionary Principle” ag a mechanism for

the public's protection. "3hen an activity vaises threats of havm to human health ov the enbivonment,
precautionacy measures should be taken even if some cause-and-effect relationships ave not fully established
geientifically.” "The 1998 Wingspread Statement on the Precautionary Principle"

Risk assessment alone is an inadeguate nethodology, and risk agsessment of a single option is an inherently
inabequate basis for decigions. 3t cannot fully meagure the visk of complex intevactions between the multitude
of inbustrially introbuced chemicals in bavious vdogages, experienced by differing individuals at barious stages
in thefr debelopment.

I that numerical cleanup standards veflect assumptions decived from rish assessments, we seek a cleanup
baged on best available technology, which map probvide the qreatest pogsible margin of safety for the
enbivonment and human health.
®@le strongly fabor a policy of treatment ober containment. Decisions about hazardous waste,
especially vegarding its disposal should be based ot prebenting, not merely managing, exposures. Treatment
vestrops PCBs; landfills mecely store them and Landfills map eventually fail. e urge vegulatory agencies
to suppdet a continuing inbestigation and vevietw of curvent and emerging technologies, and the employment of
thoge that offer the highest level of destruction of PECBs twith the least amount of toxic esidue. e
avditionally urge our goberning bodies to commit all necessary resoucces to innobative technological treatment
solutions.

It igno lunget technologically neceggacy to remobe ﬁ@:%s from one cummnmty for landfill
digposal in another, especially if the host commumity is alveadp oberburdened, economically

depressed, or where enbivonmental justice concerns ave at igsue.

_ Pecision making regacding PEIB contamination based on "tost effectiveness,” must include the folloting
igsues to fullp reflect true costs: The long term impact on the health of the community and the enbivonment, of
untreated PEIBs and/ot bpproducts agsociated with their treatment/destruction, and The economic loss to
propecty otuners and conmunities stigmatized by the presence of toxic waste, eben if it is tempocavily
contained and The additional, potential liability faced by gobernment and private industry if ongoing research
reveals that curcent [ebels of protection are inabequate, and The long term monitoring and additional vemedial
measures that contaimment facilities map vequive.

A citizens accountable and responsible for our behabior, twe hold corporations to tbls same standard of
accountability anbd vesponsibility for their actions.

The polluter, not the taxpaper, vightfully must pap the cleanup costs.

e similarly hold pou, the state and federal vegulatory agencies responsible and accountable
for our protection, to exercige the full extent of pour authority to fulfill pour misgion to those
you habe been entrusted to serbe.
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