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Karl Rove to
visit the Hill

kyra sturgill / the tufts daily

The Department of Facilities Services will renovate parts of South Hall this
summer to provide greater accessibility and to update the dorm’s furniture and light fixtures.

Facilities to renovate
South Hall this summer
by Stephanie

Haven

Daily Editorial Board

The Department of Facilities
Services will renovate parts of South
Hall this summer to provide more
rooms that meet the Massachusetts
Architectural Access Board (MAAB)
accessibility requirements. They
will also update the building’s furniturelight fixtures, according to
Director of Project Administration
and University Maintenance Rudi
Pizzi.
There will be changes to
eleven rooms and two bathrooms to increase handicap-accessible facilities in South Hall.
Construction will begin after
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commencement ceremonies on
May 20 and will end before students move in next fall, Pizzi told
the Daily in an email.
“The necessity to renovate
residence halls is driven by the
schedule to create accessible
rooms and the need to renovate
bathrooms and common areas,”
Pizzi said. “[South was] prioritized through Facilities Services
evaluations.”
Additionally, Facilities plans
to update seventeen bathrooms
and several common rooms that
need new fixtures and paint finishes. Pizzi said his department

Former White House
Deputy Chief of Staff
Karl Rove, a prominent
Republican political analyst who served under
former President George
W. Bush, will visit Tufts
next week to give a lecture sponsored by Tufts
Republicans, according
to the group’s president
Sinclair Stafford.
	The lecture will take
place on Wednesday, April
25, from 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
in Cohen Auditorium,
Stafford said.
	Rove will replace Herman
Cain, who backed out of a
contract Tufts Republicans
made
through
Young
America’s
Foundation
(YAF) last month. Shortly
after Cain canceled, Tufts
Republicans decided to
select another speaker
through YAF. The club chose
Rove unanimously.
“We were just basically
looking for the biggest
name that would draw the
biggest crowd,” Stafford
said. “The more controversial the better.”
	Stafford encouraged any
interested Tufts student to
attend, regardless of their
political views, as long as
they remain respectful.
	Tickets are expected to
become available starting
this Wednesday, and they
will be free for anyone
with a Tufts ID.

see SOUTH, page 2

—by Nina Goldman

Kashua event removed
from I-Week schedule
by Jenna

Buckle

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts Friends of Israel (FOI) was
criticized last week both within and
outside the Medford/Somerville
community when an on-campus
lecture to be given today by Sayed
Kashua, a prominent Israeli-born
Palestinian author and journalist,
was listed as part of its I-Week
schedule.
I-Week, which is hosted by FOI
and Tufts Hillel, is a series of events
and lectures celebrating Israel’s
64th birthday andYom Ha’atzmaut,
or Israeli Independence Day,
according to FOI co-President
Erica Feldman, a sophomore.
Coinciding with I-Week is
today’s Sayed Kashua lecture, an
event organized by the university
in which Kashua will read from his
most recent book, “Second Person
Singular,” Feldman said.
FOI
initially
publicized
the Kashua talk on its I-Week
Facebook event page.
“[The event organizers] asked
FOI, among several others, to help
promote the event,” Feldman
told the Daily in an email. “As the
event coincidently fell during our
planned I-Week, we included it in
our publicity.”
The inclusion of Kashua’s lecture on the I-Week Facebook
event page drew criticism because
Kashua is a well-known critic of
Israeli racism.
The lecture was taken off the
I-Week schedule early last week.
“There was a misunderstanding as to what I-Week was, and as
soon as we realized the sensitivity
over including the event as part of
I-Week, we removed it from our

TCU Senate Update
	The Tufts Community Union (TCU) Senate
at its final meeting of the semester Sunday
night passed six resolutions, approved two buffer fund requests and voted on its nine council
budgets for next year.
	The body passed “A Resolution Supporting
Financial Assistance for Student Parking
Passes” (15-7-1), which supports the creation
of a financial aid program or fee waiver system
for student parking passes, which this year cost
$550. The resolution was submitted by Gavin
Matthews, a junior.
	The body passed “A Resolution Regarding
Baha’i Students in Iran” (18-1-4). The resolution was submitted by sophomores
Alexander Kolodner, Navid Shahidinejad
and Fiona Weeks and requests that Tufts
recognize applications for admission from
students at the Baha’i Institute for Higher
Education in Iran.
	The body unanimously passed “A
Resolution Calling for the Creation of the Tufts
Innovation and Ideas Mentorship Program (‘The
Incubator’)” (23-0-0) submitted by Trustee
Representative Joshua Kapelman, a senior,
and Junior Senator Meredith Goldberg. It
advocates for the creation of a university-wide
entrepreneurship program (“The Incubator”)
that will give Tufts students the resources to
develop entrepreneurial ideas.

	The body unanimously passed “A
Resolution Calling for an Entrepreneurial
Initiative and Environment for Undergraduates
at Tufts University (‘The Initiative’)” (23-0-0)
that was submitted by Kapelman and junior
Albert Nichols. The resolution supports the
creation of a unified entrepreneurial leadership program specifically for Tufts undergraduate students.
	The body unanimously passed “A Resolution
Supporting Freedom of Expression” (23-0-0)
that was submitted by TCU President Tomas
Garcia, a senior, and Senior Senator Jonathan
Danzig. It urges Tufts administration and leadership to “respect and protect freedom of
speech and freedom of expression at Tufts
University, now and forever.”
	The body passed “A Resolution Regarding
Freedom of Expression in Greek Life”
(23-1-0), which was submitted by Junior
Senator Ard Ardalan and Senior Senator
Ben Richards and demands that the Office
of Fraternity and Sorority Life end the policy
that this year required all Greek chapters to
submit Spring Fling t-shirt designs for prior
administrative approval. The higher total
vote count was due to Latino Community
Representative Zoe Munoz’s arrival after the
first five votes.
	The Senate allocated $323 to the Tufts
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Traveler for printing costs of a fourth issue and
$295 to the Sharewood Project for clinic supplies, both from the Buffer Fund. The body did
not grant the clinic’s request for funding for
gas or a banner.
	The body passed next year’s budgets. The
TCU President stipend was raised from $1,500
to $2,000 and will go into effect for the next
TCU President. The stipend for TCU Treasurer
also increased and a stipend for TCU Associate
Treasurer was added. Programming Board
funding increased by 10 percent because of
increased Spring Fling funding. The buffer fund
will start at $50,000.
Council 1 (Culture groups): $110,690.10.
Council 2 (Programming groups): $735,632
Council 3 (Publications and media groups):
$127,121.80
Council 4 (Religious groups): $84,093.50
Council 5 (Performance groups): $102,052.97
Council 6 (Community service and miscellaneous groups): $123,404.82
Council 7 (Pre-professional groups): 		
$33,965.49
Council 8 (Political groups): $25,920.19
Council 9 (TCU government): $171,768.39
—by Shana Friedman

I-Week publicity,” Feldman said.
“We are really looking forward to
the lecture.”
The lecture is sponsored by
the Tufts Diversity Fund, the
Center for the Humanities
at Tufts, the Department of
German, Russian and Asian
Languages and Literatures,
the Fares Center for Eastern
Mediterranean Studies, Tufts
Hillel,
the
International
Relations Program, the Judaic
studies program, the Hebrew
program and the Middle Eastern
studies program, according to
lecturer and Hebrew language
coordinator Hedda HarariSpencer.
“I invited Sayed Kashua on
behalf of the Hebrew program last
fall,” Harari-Spencer told the Daily
in an email. “A number of on-campus organizations were included
in the outreach and advertising of
the talk.”
Prior to the lecture’s removal
from the Facebook page, FOI garnered international attention from
online news sources and social
media outlets, including an article
on “The Electronic Intifada,” an
independent online news publication focusing on topics related to
Palestine.
Budour Hasan, a Palestinian
anarchist, wrote in his article on
“The Electronic Intifada” that FOI
had exploited Kashua’s name and
reputation to promote the event.
“Kashua was invited by Tufts
University rather than pro-Israel
student groups, and the event,
which has been scheduled for
some time, is a reading of his
see KASHUA, page 2

Tufts ranks first
among NESCAC
schools in recycling
by

Lizz Grainger

Daily Editorial Board

RecycleMania, an eight-week long competition that measures and compares collected
trash and recycling for more than 600 colleges and universities in the United States and
Canada, last Friday released the results of the
2012 recycling competitions.
Tufts competed in the Grand Champion
and Per Capita Classic categories for the
seventh year running. Tufts placed 42nd
in the Grand Champion category and 11th
in the Per Capita category, according to
RecycleMania’s website.
Additionally, Tufts came in first among the
other New England Small College Athletic
Conference (NESCAC) schools.
Tufts typically scores best in the Per Capita
category, which is pounds of recycling per
person, according to Recycling Coordinator
for Tufts Recycles! Dawn Quirk.
“We generally fall in the per capita around
15 and on the grand champion around 40, but
there’s several hundred schools,” Quirk said.
see RECYCLEMANIA, page 2
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South to feature
better handicap
accessibility
SOUTH

continued from page 1

hopes that conducting the renovations
during the summer, when students are not
living in South, will elevate the quality of
life the building provides for its residents
without disrupting on-campus life.
Each of the renovated areas will feature new furniture, fresh coats of paint
and energy-efficient LED light fixtures,
Pizzi said. Facilities will also add new
fixtures, such as handle bars in showers,
to the spaces that will become handicap
accessible.
Facilities, along with the Office of
Residential Life and Learning and the School
of Arts and Sciences, hired architectural
firm Timothy D. Smith & Associates and
construction management Commodore
Builders to complete the project by the end
of the summer, Pizzi said.
The renovation in South is only one of
several projects the Department of Facilities
has planned for this summer, Pizzi said.
The cost of each renovation is included in a
budget that will pay for all of the upgrades
as a whole.
Over the past few years, the Department
of Facilities has renovated multiple residence halls over the summer, including
Metcalf, Carmichael, Hill and West Hall, to
improve the amenities, Pizzi said. The work
in South Hall will be similar to that which
took place in each of these other buildings.
“These projects have all been very well
received by the student population,” Pizzi
said. “We expect similar reactions for
South Hall.”
Student reactions seem to follow Pizzi’s
prediction.
“While I [don’t] have much of a choice in
living in South next year, I was pleasantly
surprised that they [are] going to improve
it,” Mason Richins, a freshman, said. “Since
South is such a new dorm, I hardly think
[the renovations] are necessary, but if I
have to live there, why not enjoy it being
slightly nicer.”
Ptah Osayande, another freshman living in South next year, agreed that it was a
strange choice for renovation.
“When I first heard about the renovation, I got pretty excited, but I was also
curious as to what they would be doing
because it was renovated not too long
ago,” he said. “I didn’t really want to live
in South, but my roommate had a much
worse lottery number than me and I wasn’t
going to leave him hanging.”

courtesy recyclemania

Tufts came in first among NESCAC schools in this year’s RecycleMania competition.

Haskell, Carmichael win dorm recycling competition
RECYCLEMANIA

continued from page 1

“However, I try to advertise where we rank
compared to local schools or the NESCAC
schools because I think that may be more
meaningful to the Tufts community.”
This year marks the third year that Tufts
Recycles! has promoted RecycleMania on
campus through inter-dorm competitions,
according to Quirk.
“We started doing an inter-dorm competition where the recycling interns and myself
would team up and go through the dorms
and we grade how much recycling is in
the trash in the dorms,” she said. “I think
RecycleMania is more meaningful to [students] now that we’re grading them against
each other, so I think it’s been worth it.”
Quirk and the Tufts Recycles! interns assign
the dorms and small houses preliminary
grades in the fall before the RecycleMania

Kashua speaks despite backlash
KASHUA

continued from page 1

book and has nothing to do with
Israeli ‘independence’ week in
any way, shape or form,” Hasan
wrote in the article.
“[Kashua] was asked about [the
incident] for a live interview on the
radio before he even knew about
it,” Students for Justice in Palestine
(SJP) member Ann Yacoubian said.
“It was very embarrassing for this
poor man because he was completely blindsided and deceived.”
Cory Faragon, a member of SJP,
said it was inappropriate for FOI to
promote I-Week with the lecture.
“[FOI] included the talk without Kashua’s permission in a
weeklong celebration of Israeli
independence that fundamentally denies his rights and personhood,” Faragon, a senior, said.
“For Palestinians, Israeli independence was a catastrophe. What
it meant was the violent ethnic
cleansing of 8,000 people native
to the land who had been forced
out by militias.”
Faragon, who corresponded
with Kashua by email about the
issue, emphasized the personal
and political trouble it caused
the speaker.
“He was really distressed by all
this,” Faragon said. “He said that
he wants nothing to do with anything that falls under the rubric of

Israeli independence.”
A Tufts alumnus created a petition on Change.org that called
for Kashua to cancel his Tufts
lecture, Yacoubian, a sophomore,
said. The petition gained 63 signatures before closing when FOI
removed the lecture from the
I-Week event listing.
“I think it reflected badly on
Tufts in general because Tufts’
name is in these internationallyspread articles and in this petition,” Yacoubian said. “It’s not only
damaging for [Kashua] and his
constituents, but also for us.”
Kashua will still deliver his lecture today at the Granoff Family
Hillel Center at 6 p.m.
“I am sure it will be an exciting
and informative event for everyone,” Harari-Spencer said.
I-Week will continue throughout this week with lectures from
Israeli Ambassador to the United
States Michael Oren and Head of
Oil Independence Policies at Better
Place Mike Granoff (LA ‘91).
“We are so proud to present
the campus with various events
throughout the week that serve
to highlight diverse aspects of
Israeli culture and to celebrate
and share with the campus the
vast achievements Israel has
made since its founding 64 years
ago,” Feldman said.

competition begins in the spring, according
to Tufts Recycles! intern Danielle Cotter.
“It’s a three-part process,” Cotter, a senior,
said. “In the fall, we do preliminary grades to
let the halls know how they’re doing.”
Tufts Recycles! grades each dorm and
small house twice during the eight-week
competition and then posts the results
around the residence halls and in the dining
halls, according to Quirk.
“We grade on a curve,” she said. “When
we look in the trash and see takeout ware —
[which] we understand may be confusing,
people don’t know what to do with it — we
don’t take that seriously. We’ll grade a bin
poorly if there’s water bottles in the trash.”
The 10 Winthrop House won the small
houses competition with an overall score
of A- and Haskell and Carmichael tied for
first among the dormitories with scores of
B+. Metcalf West scored the highest in the

preliminary round with a B+ but placed
last with an overall score of D, according
to Quirk.
“I’m going to work with Facilities to see
if I can put plaques in the winning dorms
for the last three years because I think when
people move in they’ll see the plaques and
wonder what this is,” Quirk said. “Haskell’s
been [at] the top two years in a row so there’s
something going on well there.”
WhileTufts’ recycling rates have improved,
they are still relatively stagnant, according to
Quirk.
“I definitely think RecycleMania has raised
the profile of recycling and has increased
awareness and lets people know that we
keep looking in [their] trash and notice if
[they] aren’t recycling,” she said. “Because
when we’ve been out, people sometimes get
embarrassed when [they] find that we see a
lot of recycling in the trash.”

Visiting the Hill this Week
TUESDAY
“Crash Course: China’s Elite Politics and the Bo Xilai
Scandal”
Details: Director of the Boston University Center for the
Study of Asia and Professor of International Relations
and Political Science Joseph Fewsmith will discuss
the fall from power of Bo Xilai, former party chief of
Chongqing City.
When and Where: 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.; Paige Hall
Terrace Room
Sponsors: Tufts Global China Connection and the
Director’s Leadership Council of the International
Relations Program
“Tufts Democrats presents Former Gov. Ted Strickland &
Treasurer Steve Grossman”
Details: Former Governor of Ohio Ted Strickland and
Massachusetts State Treasurer Steve Grossman, who
once chaired the Democratic National Committee, will
address the Tufts Democrats. The event is open to members of the Tufts community.
When and Where: 7:30 p.m.; 51 Winthrop Street
Sponsors: Tufts Democrats
WEDNESDAY
“Israel’s Ambassador Michael Oren”
Details: Michael Oren, Israel’s current ambassador to the
U.S., will give a lecture and hold a question-and-answer
session about the U.S.-Israel relationship. A ticket and
Tufts ID are required for entry.
When and Where: 12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.; Cohen
Auditorium
Sponsors: The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy,
the Office of the Provost and Tufts Hillel
“Hong Kong: New Developments, New Opportunities”
Details: Anita Chan, director of the Hong Kong Economic

and Trade Office in New York, will discuss Hong Kong’s
economy and job opportunities. The talk will be accompanied by free Chinese food and souvenirs.
When and Where: 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.; Dowling
Hall, Room 745B
Sponsors: Hong Kong Students Association
THURSDAY
“Innovation and University Startups, our Economy
Depends on It”
Details: Allied Minds CEO Chris Silva will address students about forming startups using university- and
federally-funded research.
When and Where: 1:25 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.; 200 Boston
Ave., Suite 2400
Sponsors: The Entrepreneurial Leadership Department
and Tufts Gordon Institute
“Movie Showing with Director Gayle Ferraro”
Details: Gayle Ferraro will screen her film “To Catch a
Dollar: Muhummad Yunus Banks on America” in preparation for Yunus’ lecture this Friday.
When and Where: 7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.; Sophia Gordon
Hall Multipurpose Room
Sponsors: University Advancement
FRIDAY
“Social Business Can Address Pressing Social Problems”
Details: This year’s Deans Lecture will feature developmental economist and Nobel Peace Prize recipient
Muhammad Yunus. Considered the father of microcredit, Yunus will bring insights from his work in Bangladesh
to the Hill. Tickets required.
When and Where: 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Cohen
Auditorium
Sponsors: University Advancement
—compiled by Nina Goldman
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Interest in computer science rising at Tufts
Students, professors assert importance of computational
thinking across college curriculum
by

Alexandria Chu

Contributing Writer

The release of “The Social Network” (2010)
gave a mainstream audience a taste of the
intriguing possibilities of computer science. Just a year later, the Wall Street Journal
reported — using data from the Computing
Research Association — that the number of
computer science majors in America had
jumped 7.6 percent from 2009 to 2010.
Students at Tufts have followed the same
trend with many majors and even nonmajors currently learning the basics of computational thinking.
According to Assistant Professor of
Computer Science Benjamin Hescott,
the stereotypical image of computer science majors is what usually daunts nonmajors. Tufts’ track record, though, challenges this view.
“[Non-majors think], ‘I don’t see myself as
a stereotypical computer scientist.’ Luckily,
we’re at the exact university to [dispel] these
things,” Hescott said. “Our majors are not
sitting at home every night on the computer. I can’t play video games; I’m horrible
at them!”
Computer science majors are a diverse
group of students on campus, especially
since many complete other majors as well.
“Most people double major, which I think
is interesting,” junior Adrienne Dreyfus said.
“It shows how interdisciplinary computer
science actually is and can be. I think honestly you can find a computer science major
in every department.”
In addition, the majors themselves show
variation in their level of exposure to computer science before college.
Dreyfus, who recently won the 100K
Business Plan Competition with her website
proposal, had limited skills as a freshman.
“I randomly signed up for Comp 11
[Introduction to Computer Science]
because … everyone said I was good with
computers. But it was like, I was good with
PowerPoint,” Dreyfus said. “So, I got into it
pretty randomly.”
Junior Amanda Hay said that a lifelong
interest in computers — despite a lack of
classroom experience — inspired her to take
the introductory course.
“My dad and I built a computer together,” Hay said. “I’ve been using a computer
since I was five, it’s just been a huge part of
my childhood.”
Even for non-majors who are not interested in computer science, professors and
majors argue that a basic knowledge of computational thinking is important and should
be learned in college, though computational
thinking itself is tricky to define.
“I was just in [Washington, D.C.] at a small
breakout session that the National Science
Foundation had done trying to define what
we mean by computational thinking,”
Hescott said. “It’s a controversial definition.”
Across the board, however, computational
thinking received similar definitions from
professors and majors alike.
“It’s really just problem solving — big
problems that you break down,” junior Juan
Carlos Montemayor Elosua, a computer science major in the School of Engineering,
said. “You need to solve [a problem] in the
simplest, fastest, most secure way possible.”
In fact, there are many examples of computational thinking skills that are usable in
the real world.
According to Hescott, examples of assignments from Comp 11 include analyzing what
terms are better for a monthly cell phone bill
and translating languages the way Google
Translate does.
Hescott added that although the idea
of computer science might be intimidating, more and more students are trying
Comp 11.
“We had a total of nearly 400 students
that took Comp 11 this year,” Hescott said.
“Considering we only have 5,000 undergrads at Tufts and the number of majors is
around 50, we’re really seeing a great number of non-majors.”
The choice to take Comp 11 could be

Justin McCallum / The Tufts Daily

Associate Professor of Computer Science Benjamin Hescott believes that some students are
driven away from the department because of inaccurate stereotypes.
motivated by its fulfilling a math distribution
credit, but Hescott believes students register
because they want to learn computational
thinking skills.
“I do think there is a change in that students are self-electing to make this a personal
requirement,” Hescott said. “It’s an idea of, ‘I
don’t want to just use the software, I want to
understand it at a deeper level.’”
Beyond learning it in college, many note
the need for earlier education in computer
science.
“Computational thinking is very badly
served in K-12 [schools] right now,” Associate
Professor of Computer Science Norman
Ramsey said. “If you get a secondary education in the United States, you get mathematical technique, a lot of reading, writing, but
you don’t really learn anything about thinking computationally.”
Yet there are ways to reach out to the
younger generation. Senior Lecturer of
Computer Science Judith Stafford noted
that the National Science Foundation has
an active call for teachers and funding for
K-12 programs. For example, Montemayor
Elosua explained he was taught in middle school using a program that featured a
drawing turtle.
At the Center for Engineering Education
and Outreach (CEEO), Professor of
Mechanical Engineering Chris Rogers has
investigated ways to educate elementary
school students in computational thinking.
“It’s about how kids can learn computational thinking without sitting behind a
table,” Rogers said. “One we’re working on
now is about building musical instruments
and using Lego sensors in a brick.”
The brick then connects to the iPhone that
utilizes GarageBand to effectively produce
the sound.
Rogers and the 100-member staff at CEEO
made up of students and graduate students
hope to bring knowledge of computational

thinking to non-majors at Tufts in addition to
younger children in surrounding areas. Nonmajors are often involved in Tufts’ RoboLab
and education through Tufts Student Teacher
Outreach Mentorship Program (STOMP).
In all respects, computer science knowledge is becoming more important for majors
across disciplines.
“Many people sort of see the younger
generation as so good with computers,” said
Hescott. “What does that mean? ... There’s
maturity around using the computer. They
need to understand algorithmic thinking. I
think [this generation] is realizing if you’re
trying to understand a lot of data in the information age, the computer is the one that’s
going to understand that data.”
Computer science majors tend to agree.
“I think computer science is relevant for
a lot of fields, so there should be a lot more
computer science involved in these curriculums,” Dreyfus said. “For example, in international relations internet security is a huge
issue. I’m in a web security class and the biggest problem is you have computer science
running these things, but the people who
actually set it up have no knowledge of it.”
Computational thinking is important for
future employment, Montemayor Elosua
said, but overall, it makes a significant contribution to daily life.
“I definitely think everyone who graduates from college should understand how
computers work,” he said. “They go into jobs
where you need to use a computer … I have a
friend who is a bio major and she took Comp
9 [Exploring Computer Science]. It was very
practical. They would go through genome
sequences. For her, it was the best thing ever
because it was science.”
“You need to be ready for everything
and technology isn’t leaving,” Montemayor
Elosua continued. “It’s becoming a bigger
part of our lives and people should look
out for it.”

Alyson Yee | Odd Jobs

A needling
suspicion

F

or those whom Western medicine has failed, traditional herbs and
cures can be an appealing alternative.
Complementary and alternative medicine has been rising in popularity since the
1970s, in part because it seeks to treat diseases
more holistically. In fact, some practices don’t
distinguish particular causes or symptoms and
instead approach general wellbeing. In traditional Eastern theory, qi is the vital energy that
flows through the body along 12 main meridians, named after Chinese rivers. Illnesses are
caused by blockages in its flow. The practice of
acupuncture is that of inserting small needles
at some 365 basic pressure points in the body
to correct imbalances in qi.
Acupuncture has been approved by the
National Institute of Health and the World
Health Organization for use on certain conditions, but its efficacy is mainly anecdotal.
Scientific studies evaluating acupuncture
have found weak effects and attribute it to a
placebo — the human body is surprisingly
easy to trick, and people do get better from
sugar pills. In this case, it has been hard to
come up with a control group (Placebo acupuncture? How do you fool someone into
thinking you’re stabbing them with a needle
when you’re not?) There doesn’t seem to be
physiological correlations to the qi meridians that explain the pain relief experienced
by proponents of acupuncture.
Here’s the twist: Some pet owners now
insist on acupuncture for their four-legged
friends. Qi-based treatments have existed in
China since the Jin dynasty in the year 265,
when horses and working animals would be
bled at very specific locations. However, there
is no history of anyone using fine acupuncture
needles to treat animals until well into the
20th century. According to equine veterinarian David Ramey, qi meridians haven’t been
shown to exist in animals, but practitioners
have transposed maps onto pet bodies. This
can have absurd effects: Horses have a prominent gall bladder meridian, even though they
lack a gall bladder!
However, no matter how great your horse
whispering skills are, it’s hard to get a read
on how a pet is reacting to a treatment. Most
support for veterinary acupuncture comes in
the form of testimonials: “Fluffy was sick and
we were going to put her down and then she
had acupuncture and now she’s happily running around, just like always!” Supposedly
there is no placebo effect observed in animals, although arguably that is because they
don’t understand the difference between an
antibiotic and a sugar pill, and therefore any
medicine is foreign, scary and bound to have
an effect. You can’t very well ask an animal
how it’s feeling or why. My friend’s cat used to
have a sixth sense about going to the vet and
would somehow disappear just when it was
time to coax her into a carrier. Judging from
the terror most animals (humans included!)
seem to have of sterile steel tables and professionals in white coats, additional vet visits
with extra needles don’t strike me as agreeable to most house pets.
Although there isn’t data on pet acupuncturist salaries, human acupuncturists
make about $50,000 and veterinarians make
$70,000-$90,000 annually. The International
Veterinary Acupuncture Society, founded in
1974, oversees the certification of aspiring
practitioners. It offers rigorous courses in
acupuncture, including clinical research, to
veterinary school fourth-years or graduates.
Not all veterinary acupuncturists are certified
through this organization, but its goal is to create high and uniform standards of care.
If you’re passionate about animals and want
to apply age-old therapies, and you can reconcile the science they teach you in veterinary
school with the mystery of qi, you can be a pet
acupuncturist! There are even People & Pets
Acupuncture clinics that holistically treat the
whole family — and make house calls.

Alyson Yee is a senior majoring in biology
and French. She can be reached at Alyson.
Yee@tufts.edu.
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Movie Review

Chris Poldoian | Extra Butter

‘The Cabin in the Woods’ reinvigorates
stale slasher film genre
by

Kumar Ramanathan
Daily Staff Writer

Genre films are at once breeding
grounds for originality and staleness.
Fantasy, science fiction and horror have

The Cabin in the Woods
Starring Kristen Connolly, Chris
Hemsworth, Anna Hutchison
Directed by Drew Goddard
introduced powerful cultural icons, but
they also have an infamous tendency
to descend into 11-part franchises or
endless remakes. In an era when the
latter has come to dominate the horror genre, “The Cabin in the Woods”

injects a much-needed critique with
startling originality, paying homage to
its predecessors while ripping apart
their weaknesses at the same time.
The film ostensibly follows five
archetypal teenagers as they head to a
distant and sinister cabin in the woods
for a weekend of “freedom.” Things are
bound to go wrong, but never for the
reasons that you think and often not
for the reasons the movie seems to tell
you either. The first act is drowned in
horror tropes, from the ominous gas
station owner to the creepy diary in the
basement.
Amidst the cliches, seeds of subversion are sown throughout the film,
building up to masterful twist after
masterful twist. There are plots within plots, deconstructing horror films

from the inside out. This is a film
made by guys who loved the horror
films they watched growing up, but
couldn’t help asking why the blondes
always had to be so stupid or why it
would ever make sense for a group to
split up when being hunted down by
ravenous zombies.
Those “guys” are writer-director
Drew Goddard and his writer-producer
partner Joss Whedon. Both men have
already achieved distinct cult statuses — Goddard wrote “Cloverfield”
(2008) and various episodes of “Lost”
(2004-2010), and Whedon created
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer” (19972003) and “Firefly” (2002) among other
cult shows. Whedon’s fingerprints are
see CABIN, page 6

Diyah Pera / lionsgatepublicity.com

Filled with numerous plot twists, ‘The Cabin in the Woods’ is anything but the classic horror flick it is set up to be.

Album Review

New front-man spells continued success
for DragonForce
by

Kate Griffiths

Daily Editorial Board

Power metal band DragonForce has
undergone a major change since their
last album came out in 2008. Former

The Power Within
DragonForce
Roadrunner Records
front- man ZP Theart left the band in
2010 because of differences in opinion
and the band held worldwide auditions
to find someone who could match
Theart’s melodic howl. The replacement was announced last year as Marc
Hudson, and he undoubtedly proves
his worth on the new DragonForce
album, “The Power Within.”
It doesn’t take long for Hudson to
show what he’s got. Within the first
song on the new album, “Holding
On,” he’s wailing like a pro over a
hyperbolically fast-paced guitar
riff. DragonForce is notorious for its
unique brand of power metal, inspired
see DRAGON, page 6

Isengard via Flickr Creative Commons

Totman’s high-speed technique is critical to the group’s sound.

Molecular
gastronomy

T

hink of the ingredients for your favorite
recipe. There’s probably butter, salt and
other stuff you’d find in the various
aisles at Stop and Shop. What about
liquid nitrogen or sodium alginate? I bet your
recipe needs a skillet — why not trade it in for
a thermal immersion circulator?
I’m referring to what is at the forefront
of the culinary arts: molecular gastronomy.
This extension of nouvelle cuisine incorporates technology into the kitchen, allowing
chefs to deconstruct and reinvent popular
dishes and flavor pairings. Put simply, traditional textures and tastes have been subverted by centrifuges.
First, a brief history of this method. Many
attribute the German occupation of France
to nouvelle cuisine’s growth — protein supplies were limited, forcing chefs to construct
lighter dishes. In the 1970s and ’80s, nouvelle
cuisine hit its stride. A group of young French
chefs — Paul Bocuse, Alain Senderen and
Michel Guerard, among others — were some
of the first to radically alter gastronomy’s status quo. Their dishes emphasized inventive
flavor pairings, lighter sauces and the natural
flavors of the ingredients. In effect, these chefs
were breaking from the orthodoxy established
by the great-grandfather of western cooking,
Georges Auguste Escoffier.
Equally important to nouvelle cuisine
was presentation and the use of technology.
Techniques such as steaming gained popularity as chefs looked for new ways to prepare
ingredients. Microwaves started to be found
in Michelin-starred restaurants. Suddenly, the
plate was a canvas and the chef … an artist.
One adherent to nouvelle cuisine got a
big break in 1984 when he was offered the
job as a line cook at a two-starred restaurant
located along the Costa Brava. Eighteen
months later, this 22-year-old was made
head chef. His name — Ferran Adrìa. The
restaurant — El Bulli.
Adrìa and El Bulli were responsible for a
lot of the technological changes to food. The
restaurant opened for only six months each
year — between October and March, Adrìa
and his team conducted culinary research in
Barcelona. Their laboratorial efforts paid off
— each of the 35 courses in an El Bulli meal
were unlike anything that had been done
before. El Bulli was one of the first restaurants
to use liquid nitrogen. With a boiling point of
-321 degrees Fahrenheit, liquid nitrogen can
be used to freeze vodka, hibiscus flowers and
even polenta. Similarly, Adrìa inverted textures
and flavors using technology. He’s created
foams, powders and even liquid olives. The
only thing he can’t figure out: hot ice cream.
Another major player in this avant-garde
cuisine is Heston Blummenthal, who helped
popularize sous-vide cooking. French for
“under vacuum,” this technique places vacuum-sealed containers of food in low temperature water for an extended period of
time. The appeal is that the sealed food will
retain all of its flavors as well as any flavors
that were added to the food (i.e. infusions or
marinades). It’s like poaching, but even more
precise. Furthermore, by immersing the food
in water, the meat cooks evenly. Now, your
medium-rare steak will be a deep pink all the
way through, not just in the middle.
Before he became an anti-American loony,
Ezra Pound was one of the most popular
writers of the 20th century and the unofficial
torchbearer of the Modernist movement. His
battle cry — “Make It New” — helped tear
down the walls of tradition and make way for
a fresh way of thinking. People back in the
United States scoffed at his Imagist poems,
the same way people brush off all this hocuspocus in the kitchen.
Does all of this weird you out? If it does, try
thinking about cooking as an art form, with
Heston Blummenthal, Wylie Dufresne (head
chef of wd~50) and Ferran Adrìa as the gastronomic equivalent to Duchamp, Stravinsky and
Joyce. If such an analogy seems farfetched,
then go back to eating your well-done steak.
Chris Poldoian is a senior majoring in
Spanish and economics. He can be reached
at Chrisopher.Poldoian@tufts.edu.
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‘Cabin’ finds perfect balance of wit, gore, irony
CABIN

continued from page 5

found in quick-wit dialogue, self-aware
humor and constant satire are present throughout the film, but Goddard
brings a distinct and enticing visual
style to his directorial debut, combining
in-your-face gore with intimate character moments.
Completed in 2009, “The Cabin in the
Woods” has been sitting on a shelf for
three years as a result of MGM’s recent
bankruptcy and a fear that it would be
unmarketable. Indeed, the trailers get
the tone of the film completely wrong.
It is hardly suspenseful in the conventional sense, but “The Cabin in the
Woods” finds an unusual tonal balance
between vicious, gory horror and clever
satire. It is funny and shocking in a way
that “Scream” (1996) or “Scary Movie”
(2000) could only dream of, going far
beyond anything “Zombieland” (2009)
dared to attempt.
Beyond just satirical horror, “The
Cabin in the Woods” delves into the
heart of what makes these stories tick.
Whedon and Goddard know this genre
from top to bottom, and they spare no
expense in questioning every aspect of
it. They find originality not in coming up
with new ideas, but in turning the story
on itself. The writers are represented in
the film, as is the audience, along with
the myths and culture that drive us to
make stories up in the first place. From
the most basic of premises, “The Cabin
in the Woods” dreams very big indeed. In
the interest of avoiding spoilers, suffice
it to say that this film takes self-awareness to its logical extremes.
It is not surprising that a film so cognizant of how films are made is technically brilliant. All the cogs fit together
impressively well for a film that could
easily have descended into total confusion. The music and visual tone are carefully calibrated to recall classic slasher
films, but with just enough going wrong
to unsettle the audience. A story so
daring is not without its flaws, but the

Diyah Pera / lionsgatepublicity.com

Marty (Fran Kranz) provides brilliant humor through his extreme self-awareness.
sheer momentum of how the film comes
together carries it through any minor
plot holes.
A film as boldly thrilling and funny
as this is a rarity. But what makes “The
Cabin in the Woods” truly remarkable

is its relentless originality. One might
be forgiven for thinking that this is
another routine horror film from its
bland advertising. Yet it is anything
but routine, folding in on itself in
fascinating ways and taking apart the

horror genre lovingly and furiously.
Ironically enough, the best way to
describe the innovation of “The Cabin
in the Woods” is to resort to a cliche:
It really does have to be seen to be
believed.

Rapid riffs, fantastical lyrics make ‘The Power Within’ a gem for
DragonForce fans
DRAGON

continued from page 5

by video game music and the
fantasy plotlines that permeate its lyrics. They have been
criticized before, as some listeners believe that the fast
playing doesn’t always allow
them to showcase their music
to the best of their abilities.
However, when the musicians
are this talented and capable
of playing at crazy tempos
while retaining rhythm and
melody, such a pace is completely justified.
“Fallen World” starts off with
guitarists Herman Li and Sam
Totman shredding a riff that
could potentially melt brains.
But it’s the following song, “Cry
Thunder,” that really plays up
the cheesy 80s Nintendo metal
with which
DragonForce’s
music has been associated. The
song not only proves Hudson’s
vocal abilities but also has a
wonderfully over-the-top chorus that includes incredibly
fantastical lyrics, “Reckoning
day, and the demons we slay/
With the force of the dragon
we conquer them all/ Chaos
still reigns in the space and
the plains/ The ultimate glory
awaits as they fall.”
The lyrical extravagance of
their songs is definitely part
of DragonForce’s appeal; their
music would not be out of
place in the background of
some epic battle.
Most of the members of the
band have been interchangeable throughout the life of
DragonForce, but Herman Li
and Sam Totman have remained
throughout, allowing the quick,
intense sound of the group to
remain consistent. Both have

a taste for intricate guitar lines
and techniques, which often
culminates in solo-battles with
both men engaging in guitar
solos at the same time, layering
their sound.
“The Power Within” is an
amalgamation of different
genres, switching from intense
bass and guitar instrumentals to power-metal ballads,
such as “Wings of Liberty.”
The song opens with Hudson
belting out “Outside of this
world there’s a life force still
burning/ Outside of this land
there’s a star shining free/ In
silence we stand on a golden
horizon calling.” The lyrics
might be cheesy, but if any
band can sing words like these
while remaining un-ironic, it’s
DragonForce.
“Seasons” is one of the highlights of the album. The song
starts off slower than the others, but Li and Totman build
up the background guitars
until the chorus arrives and
Hudson’s voice ties flawlessly
into the melodies the guitarists had been subtly playing.
“Last Man Stands” is memorable for featuring blistering bass
and guitar solos, a combination
rarely seen in rock music. The
heavily distorted melodies and
chords give the guitars a specifically videogame-esque sound,
making DragonForce a distinctive style within the subgenre of
power-metal.
The album requires several listens to catch the more
intricate parts, which make it
all the more enjoyable. Due
to the overwhelming speed
and intensity of the music
and vocals, very little of the
album can be appreciated on

Dena Flows via Flickr Creative Commons

The warring guitar solos of Totman and Li are one of DragonForce’s most exciting aspects.
the first run through. “The
Power Within” is merely enjoyable on the surface, but the

epic stories threading their
way through Hudson’s lyrics
are easy to miss and they defi-

nitely make up a good deal of
why DragonForce has such a
dedicated following.
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When the United States Supreme
Court reconvenes for its next term in
October, it will hear a case involving
Abigail Fisher’s denied admission to the
University of Texas at Austin which was,
she claims, due to affirmative action.
This case should be of interest to all
students and will without a doubt have
implications for admission to all state
universities.
Affirmative action clearly moves our
society in a direction where the hurdles
and barriers that exist, especially socioeconomic ones, due to race are con-

sistently being diminished. Universities
should be able to continue considering
race in their admissions processes if
they choose to — not as the sole factor,
but as a prudent consideration that is
good for the public it serves and makes
for a better, more vibrant and diverse
university.
As the racial achievement gap in
Minnesota unarguably shows us, opportunities for citizens of different races are
not equal. The extra hurdles those of
lower socio-economic status — who are
disproportionately minorities — have
had to overcome ought to augment a
less-than-perfect record on admissions
tests and other quantifiers. Judged holis-

tically, their unique perspectives and
viewpoints are valuable to a university
and can make up for the couple of points
lower they may have scored on the ACT.
Diversity in our country is what
makes it great, and homogeneity in the
populations of our universities will only
lead to a stagnant and acutely unequal
society. We need to take the steps to
pull the disadvantaged peoples in our
community up in class and opportunity, and our universities need to have the
power to lead that fight. The Supreme
Court needs to see the value of affirmative action and grant our universities
their own discretion in deciding whom
they admit.
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by Scott Stirrett

The Hoya

From the Super Committee to the
Simpson-Bowles Commission, it seems
like every bipartisan effort to avoid a
looming debt crisis has ended up in the
garbage can.
The deficit is one of the most depressing and frustrating issues to follow in
American politics because it constantly
seems to be at a stalemate. Nevertheless,
there is some consensus that any serious
discussion of reducing the deficit must
involve entitlement reform.
There should be two main priorities
when thinking about entitlement reform:
ensuring that the quality of benefits
remains high and guaranteeing that these
programs are sustainable in the long run.
Too often, political figures fixate on only
one of these goals and ignore the other.
Demographics should drive public policy formulation. From 2010 to 2050, the
percentage of Americans who are over the
age of 65 will increase from roughly 15 percent to about 25 percent, placing significant pressure on programs such as Social
Security. The relative number of those
depending on such programs will increase,
while the relative number of those contributing will decrease.
Under the current Medicare system,
more than 45 million people over the
age of 65 or with permanent disabilities are given insurance, usually a singlepayer model of healthcare. According to
the non-partisan Congressional Budget
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of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

Office, Medicare will go bankrupt by 2020
without substantial reforms.
In Rep. Paul Ryan’s “Path to Prosperity
Plan,” he proposes to transition Medicare
to a voucher-based system by 2022. But
in a recent poll, 80 percent of all Medicare
recipients reported a favorable view of their
healthcare coverage. Rather than scrapping
a system that is clearly working, sensible
reforms should be implemented that will
make Medicare sustainable in the long run.
The problems related to the spiraling costs of Medicare connect to broader
trends in the American health care system. More needs to be done to address
issues such as skyrocketing medical malpractice expenses and rampant Medicare
fraud. These larger issues help explain why
health care costs for American families
have nearly doubled over the past decade.
Addressing these issues and looking into
the potential of tax increases as well as
higher premiums can ensure that Medicare
remains intact for future generations.
Social Security is another major issue that
needs to be addressed.
Medicare and Social Security are parts
of a far more comprehensive puzzle. The
United States is running a federal deficit that
is extremely unsustainable. The federal budget is growing at a rate that is four times that
of the GDP. According to the Congressional
Budget Office, the debt-to-GDP ratio could
increase from 70 percent in 2011 to 190 percent in 2035.
The only way to fix this spiraling debt
is to embrace true fiscal conservatism,
which means balanced budgets, not nec-

essarily low taxes. The reality is that under
President Bush, significant tax cuts were
pushed through while spending was substantially increased.
Large constituencies of both parties
support a similarly sized government.
The difference is that Republicans will not
increase taxes or cut spending, instead
delivering the bill for current deficits to
future generations.
Like the Simpson-Bowles Commission
recommended, moderate tax increases
should be part of any solution to eliminate the deficit. Much of the opposition to
tax increases can be traced to conservative
lobbyist Grover Norquist’s “no new taxes”
pledge, which has been signed by all but
four Republican members of the House of
Representatives. Circumstances can always
change in domestic politics, and making a
pledge that prevents the possibility of compromise is deeply irresponsible.
The federal deficit presents a grave challenge to the United States. Even in light of
this ballooning deficit, programs such as
Medicare and Social Security must be protected for future generations of Americans
through a mixture of policy reforms, including potential tax and fee increases.
For too long there has been the false
assumption that in order to support
eliminating the budget deficit, one must
be a fervent supporter of cutting entitlements benefits. Through flexible thinking
and pragmatic policies, the United States
can avoid an impending federal budget
crisis while maintaining the quality of
entitlement programs.
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Op-Ed

Walt Laws-MacDonald | Show Me The
Money!

W

the home on that fateful spring day?
He cannot recall the view from his
porch atop Mount Carmel overlooking
the Mediterranean Sea without looking back up its slopes at tank barrels
opening fire on the docks where his
family crowded, along with thousands
of other Arabs, with the hopes of
boarding one boat among the armada
of makeshift vessels frantically setting
sail into the sea.
While Friends of Israel at Tufts readies
itself to celebrate Israeli Independence
day, I implore them and the readership of this publication to remember
that, like a key or a beautiful memory, a
celebration of independence can evoke
more pain and sorrow than the joy and
happiness that its name may entail.
Palestinians mark Israeli independence
as Al-Nakba, the great “catastrophe.”
By “catastrophe,” we don’t mean the
creation of a Jewish homeland; rather,
we mean the forced removal (through
fear and violence) of three-quarters of
a million Palestinians whose ancestral
threads bound them up with the land
so tightly that it required a brutally
ruthless, severing cut, rather than a
methodical yet deceitful unwinding to
separate these people from their homeland. Just as a key may lock us out of the
very place we wish to enter or happy
memories may become unbearable
with the pain that ended them, independence may be irrevocably stained
by oppression and exodus. Celebrating
independence each year will not erase
its mutilated meaning for Palestinian
citizens of Israel, nor will the exaltation
of Jewish self-determination ever extinguish the desire of Palestinian refugees
to return to their homes and establish a
state of their own.
The key remains in my hand; its cool
metal sends shivers up my arm. “Why
do you keep it?” I ask my grandfather.
“I don’t keep it,” he replies, “it just
never left.”

ell … I guess it’s time for me to
write a Romney article.
To be honest, I’ve been planning it for a few months but
other things kept getting in the way. I always
liked the idea — he has an interesting past in
business and one of the more well-thoughtout plans for economic development — but I
never really loved it.
But here we are in late April, and it looks
like I’ve run out of options. So here it is: the
Romney column … Coming at you … Just let
me read about Burma for a minute …
So Mitt Romney, huh? Politician, billionaire,
cyborg — call him what you may, but Romney
now has a more prestigious title: Republican
Presidential nominee. That’s right, now you
actually have to become interested in Mitt
Romney. You can do it!
Romney has been called “vanilla” by just
about everyone you can think of. Does he
deserve it? Let’s be honest: The man can
be awkward. A few weeks ago Romney
congratulated a man for the size of his lava
lamp. Whether or not that has anything to
do with his ability to lead the country is up
to you to decide.
The not so vanilla part — and the part that
lands him on The Daily Show and Colbert
Report equally often — is his enormous
amount of wealth. When he’s not congratulating supporters on how many pleats their
slacks have — maybe I made that one up —
Romney likes to drop that he knows several
NASCAR team owners or that a mid-debate
$10,000 bet sounds like good fun.
Romney accumulated the vast majority of
his wealth before entering politics while working in the private sector. Romney spent his
early years at Bain & Company, a consulting
firm based out of Boston. In 1984, Romney
moved on to head Bain Capital, an asset management company that would draw from Bain
& Company’s clients and strategies.
So Romney worked at a hedge fund. “So
what?” you ask. Well, the what is that Romney
directly or indirectly fired several thousand
people through his management strategies.
Rather than keeping excess employees, Bain
Capital focused on trimming companies to
their essentials.
To oversimplify, companies like Bain
Capital identify inefficiencies in companies
and remove them. If that means adding a
factory, they will build a new factory — and if
that means firing several thousand workers,
so be it.
From a microeconomic standpoint, companies like Bain do great work. They ensure
that individual firms are producing at their
most efficient levels. But from a macroeconomic standpoint, companies like Bain put
thousands out of work without drastically
increasing output.
Finding a balance between the two can
be hard. On one extreme lies economies
like the former Soviet Union or China:
Everyone is employed, but the system is
terribly inefficient. On the other lies the
barebones companies that Romney and
Bain used to go through.
Romney could afford to slash jobs at private
companies. He was compensated based on
how well the company did, not on how well
the town the company was located in did. But
if Romney were to become President, he can
not run the country like a company. The economy and the country work in equilibrium.
Many people fear that Romney will carry
over his profit-maximizing philosophy while
at Bain to his plan for economic development.
Growth at the cost of unemployment doesn’t
exactly go over well on a national scale.
Yet Romney has proven that he can effectively govern a state and not run it into the
ground. Though he has since become decidedly more — for lack of a better word —
Republican-y, Romney implemented a form
of universal health care in Massachusetts that
became the framework for Obamacare.
If Romney does win, he will have to prove
that he can make the country profitable again
without losing jobs. And if not, well congratulations; that’s a White House you’re living in.

Hani Azzam is a freshman majoring in
international relations.

Walt Laws-MacDonald is a freshman who has
not yet declared a major. He can be reached at
Walt.Laws_MacDonald@tufts.edu.
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My grandfather’s key
by

Hani Azzam

Generally, we use the word “key” to
describe positive things. A business
may purport to hold the “the key to
success”; lovers will give each other
“the keys to their hearts”; a coach
boosts morale by telling his athletes
that they are all “key players.” A key
connotes the ability to open doors
that seem shut, a burgeoning of possibilities, the power to surmount barriers. I’ve noticed that as I grow older,
the number of keys I own has grown
with my responsibilities: My first key
was to a piggy bank that guarded the
precious dollars I would save from
lemonade stands opened with my
neighbors. Later on, my house keys let
me into my home, representing membership in my family and the trust
they placed in me. My car keys came
along and allowed me to travel, see
friends and attend events. Now, my
room key grants me a solitary space
inside a hectic college life, a home
away from home.
Yet one key haunts me to this day:
my grandfather’s key.
It’s an old key, long and thin and
somewhat out of place, as if it belonged
in the Victorian era along with top
hats, walking canes and Charles
Dickens. I can see its former glory,
imagine it opening a stately door to
a magnificent house. I feel vestiges of
the importance and power its owner
must have felt knowing what it represented. The maturation of a poor,
fatherless boy, who left his ancestral
home for the city in search of success,
into a wealthy, influential man who
provided a magnificent home for his
wife, six kids, extended family members, servants and drivers. The key
was good then. It opened doors and
signified success and ownership. As
it jangled in his pocket, it must have
reminded this man of the rewards
of hard work and good fortune and
inspired faith in future possibilities.
The key is cold to my touch now. It
has not opened anything in 64 years.

Its vibrancy and aura have dulled along
with its shine and color. As I hold it, it
feels as though, year after year, its New
Year’s resolution fails and depression
and sadness inflict the same, weighing toll on it as they do on us. I cannot imagine it being this heavy in my
great-grandfather’s hand, 64 years ago,
when he would nimbly unlock the door
after work and find his young son waiting by the door for him.
As I turn the key over in my palm,
I see a momentary glimmer in my
grandfather’s eye as he tells me how
each time he heard the lock twist,
he would jump up from his seat to
greet his father. The glimmer, however, is fleeting, and his old eyes harden
again, as if his temporary lapse of
nostalgia has left him vulnerable to a
harsh reality. By reminding my grandfather of the happiness that the key
created in a previous life, it reopens
the still fresh wounds inflicted when
that life was ripped from him.
My grandfather watched his home
fade beyond the horizon 64 years ago,
when he and his family escaped the
fall of Haifa. He was 11 years old at the
time. Like his key, my grandfather’s
tragedy bears heavier and heavier on
him as the years pass. He is now
76. Though he left Palestine so many
years ago, Palestine never left him.
Just as his key carries thousands of
beautiful memories tinged, stained,
corrupted by the tragedy of its parting,
my grandfather carries Palestine within his heart. His idyllic childhood, his
loving family, his closest friends, all in
some way overshadowed by the catastrophe that caused them to disappear.
How can he remember his home, built
three stories high by his uncle, without
seeing the key I now hold in my grasp
lock its door for the last time? Can
he still admire his father’s noble and
generous decision to share his house,
floor by floor, with a Jewish couple
fleeing the Nazi Holocaust and British
officers stationed in Haifa, knowing
now that these guests would not fear
for their lives nor have to abandon

So ...
Romney?

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Monday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Proclaiming a ship “unsinkable”

Late Night at the Daily

Monday’s Solution

Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily

Ethan: “Should we have them bring us a glow-inthe-dark one?”
Ethan’s girlfriend: “I don’t want it to glow in the
dark.”

Please recycle this Daily.

by

Wiley
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The Department of Romance Languages is pleased to invite you to

The 2012 Langsam Barsam Simches Lecture

The Dissident Path:
The Case of Courtilz de Sandras (1644-1712)
by

Zeina Hakim

Assistant Professor of French
Department of Romance Languages
Tufts University

Tuesday, April 17th, 2012
5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Cabot Intercultural Center, Room 702
Medford Campus
Contact 617-627-3289 or visit
http://ase.tufts.edu/romlang for more info.
In English - Free admission - Open to the public!

FALL 2012
DR 93-02
LATINO THEATRE
AND FILM

TUFTS SUMMER SESSION 2012
PREPARE. EXPAND. DEVELOP.

MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS
4:30pm-5:45pm JAX 6
This course examines the emergence of Latino theatre and
film as a potent creative and political force in the United
States. Representative works by Latino playwrights,
performance artists, and filmmakers will be discussed in
light of issues such as labor and immigration, gender and
sexuality, generation gaps in Latino culture, hybridized
identities, interculturalism, and the United States’
relationship with Latin American nations. Occasional film
screenings are required. No prerequisite.
Department of Drama & Dance• Aidekman Arts Center• Talbot Ave• Medford
•ase.tufts.edu/drama-dance•X73524

School of Arts and Sciences | School of Engineering

THREE SESSIONS:
MAY 23–JUNE 29 | JULY 3–AUGUST 10 | MAY 23–AUGUST 10
ase.tufts.edu/summer

Online Courses available:
Introduction to Philosophy
(PHIL 0001A)
Fundamental Epidemiology
(CEE 0054A, CH 0054A, ENV 0054A)
Human Nutrition
(NUTR 0101A)
Environmental Planning, Policy & Politics
(ENV 0094A, UEP 0094A)
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C ELEBRATING

OUR

10 TH A NNIVERSARY

THE FARES CENTER FOR EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN STUDIES
Invites you to a Roundtable Discussion

“A

CONVERSATION WITH
RECENT BOOK , A Q UIET

R ESURGENCE ,

FROM THE

L EILA A HMED

ABOUT HER

R EVOLUTION : T HE V EIL ’ S
M IDDLE E AST TO A MERICA ”

Leila Ahmed

FARES CENTER ROUNDTABLES

Victor S. Thomas Professor of Divinity, Harvard Divinity School
Leila Ahmed joined the Harvard Divinity School in 1999 as the first
professor of women's studies in religion and was appointed Victor S.
Thomas Professor of Divinity in 2003. Prior to her appointment at
HDS, she was professor of women’s studies and Near Eastern studies
at the University of Massachusetts-Amherst. While at the University of
Massachusetts, Ahmed was director of the women’s studies program
from 1992 to 1995 and director of the Near Eastern studies program
from 1991 to 1992. Her latest book is A Quiet Revolution: The Veil’s
Resurgence, from the Middle East to America (Yale University Press, 2011).
Her other publications include A Border Passage (Penguin Books, 2000),
Women and Gender in Islam: The Historical Roots of a Modern Debate (Yale
University Press, 1993), and Edward William Lane: A Study of His Life and
Work and of British Ideas of the Middle East in the Nineteenth Century
(Prentice Hall Press, 1978), as well as many articles. Her current
research and writing centers on Islam in America and issues of women
and gender. Ahmed received a B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. from the
University of Cambridge.
Co-sponsored by the International Relations Program & Women’s
Studies Program, Tufts University
Chaired by Sonia Hofkosh, Associate Professor of English,
Interim Director of Women’s Studies, Tufts University

Thursday, April 19, 2012
12:30 - 2:00 pm
Mugar, Room 129
Space is limited. Register for your free ticket at:
http://ahmed.eventbrite.com
The Fares Center for Eastern Mediterranean Studies
Cabot Intercultural Center
160 Packard Avenue
Medford, Massachusetts 02155
http://farescenter.tufts.edu
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Tufts Dance Program
Dept. of Drama and Dance

Spring Dance Concert:
In Closing

Advertisement
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JUMBOSLICE

Trexler, 1982

blogs

Donald Curran

Modern Dance Works by
Assoc. Prof. Alice Trexler
Aline Gue ‘12 & Christina Aguirre ‘12

dot

Guest Dancers
Jessica Chang, Jaclyn Waguespack,
Ara Glenn-Johanson, and Julia Novina

tuftsdaily

Aguirre, 2009
Liza Voll

dot

Fri/Sun Apr 20 & 22, 8pm

com

Jackson Dance Lab
Free; reservations required
by 4/19 to dance@tufts.edu

Gue, 2009
Liza Voll

More info dance@tufts.edu 617.627.2556 http://ase.tufts.edu/drama-dance/

Breaking news, editorial cartoons,
multimedia content and tons of material that
just doesn’t make it into the print edition

Second Person
S i n gu l a r :
An evening with IsraeliArab author & journalist

Sayed Kashua
Presented By
The Hebrew Program
and the
Judaic Studies Program
of the Department of GRALL

About the Author...

When: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 at 6:00 pm
Location: Hillel-Center room 002 (Second floor)
Contact: Hedda.Harari_Spencer@Tufts.edu
Notes: Free and open to the public

*Falaf el dinner af ter the talk!*

Sayed Kashua, a Palestinian Arab living in Jerusalem, is an author and journalist and the creator of the critically acclaimed TV
series Arab Labor. He was born in the Galilee and graduated
from the Hebrew University, Jerusalem. His weekly column in
the Israeli newspaper Haaretz satirically describes the challenges
faced by Israeli Arabs, who navigate between two worlds. His
novels DANCING ARABS and LET IT BE MORNING
have been published in USA, UK, Germany, Holland, France,
Italy, Spain, Poland, Vietnam and Indonesia. Sayed Kashua has
received the Grinzane Cavour Award for First Novel 2004
(Italy), The Prime Minister's Prize 2005 (Israel) and the Lessing Prize for Critic 2006 (Germany). SFJFF Freedom of Expression Award winner in 2010 (USA).

The event is co-sponsored by

● A&S Diversity Fund ● Center for the Humanities (CHAT) ● Department of German, Russian and Asian Languages and Literatures (GRALL) ●
● Charles Smith Endowment Fund ● Fares Center ● Friends of Israel ● Hillel Foundation at Tufts University ● International Relations Program ●
● Judaic Studies Program ● Middle Eastern Studies Program ●
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Write to Us!

We want to hear from you! Send an Op-Ed of 800 to 1,200
words in length to oped@tuftsdaily.com and/or a
Letter to the Editor at
letters@tuftsdaily.com

My Op-Ed

All of my thoughts
on the important
issues on campus,
like Dewick’s panini
machines
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Sports
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$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and give
the gift of family through California
Cryobank’s donor program.
Convenient Cambridge location.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.com
classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Jumbos look to bounce back in last
three regular season games
WOMEN’S LACROSSE
continued from Back

Lamia Harik, posting a goose egg through
the first 34:30 of game time.
“The game was definitely the most frustrating one we have had yet,” senior tricaptain Katie Lotz said. “There definitely
were moments of greatness from our team,
but we just couldn’t hold onto the ball long
enough to get the goals that we needed. We
looked at the stats after the game and saw
that it was pretty even, with our team actually coming out on top in a lot of the categories, so it was super frustrating that we didn’t
come out with the win.”
The real killer for the Jumbos was all the
free-position shots they allowed, particularly
in the first half. Even though the Lord Jeffs
only had six shots in the opening period,
they managed to come away with five goals,
largely because shooting space violations by
the Jumbos granted them easy opportunities.
“It was unfortunate that they got so many
free position opportunities, because those
shots are so hard to stop,” Lotz said. “I wouldn’t
really say there was any one cause of why they
got so many free positions, they just were able
to work the ball around and attack in a way
that caught us in shooting space a few times.”
The free-position goals contributed to a
demoralizing day for the Jumbos, who could
have risen above the Lord Jeffs in the NESCAC
standings with a win. Despite the numbers on
the stat sheet, Tufts was constantly frustrated
on the offensive end, and Amherst eventually
established a 9-1 lead in the second half before
conceding a few consolation goals.
“In the first half, we only had the ball for
about five to seven minutes on offense,”

sophomore midfielder Kate Applegate said.
“Amherst’s style of play was slow and patient,
capitalizing only on the perfect opportunities.
Our defense played very well, but Amherst was
coached to counter our style of play and knew
how to play around our defensive zone.”
With the loss, the Jumbos dropped to 3-4
in conference play, leaving them alone in seventh place in the standings. While its chances
of falling below eighth place — and out of the
conference tournament — are remote, the
defeat certainly increases the likelihood of
Tufts facing one of the NESCAC powerhouses,
Trinity or Middlebury, in the first round.
Now, the team knows it must focus on the
last three games of the season in order to find
its rhythm for the tournament.
“Heading into these last three games we’re
going to focus a lot on our attack and figuring
out how to make our team gel more on the
field from the defensive end to the attack,”
Lotz said. “Our goal is definitely to win the rest
of the games that we have and to stay positive
knowing that regardless of our seed in the
tournament we can still win it.”
Tufts has reason to believe that it can finish
strong: Two of its last three opponents, Bates
and Wesleyan, sit in eighth and ninth place
in the conference, respectively, and have just
three NESCAC wins between them.
However, given the roller-coaster nature of
the NESCAC season, the team knows it has
flaws to fix if it wants to end the regular season
on a high note.
“We’re focused on working hard, one day at
a time,” Applegate said. “Although we’ve had
some tough breaks this season, everyone is
energized for the final stretch. I think our best
is yet to come.”

Want the most
current campus
news?
I wish I knew who won
that women’s lacrosse
game last night! And
how active are Jumbos in
the ROTC?

Follow us on Twitter! To
stay in the know,
follow @TuftsDaily and
@TuftsDailySport

Tufts plays 60 stellar minutes to
shut down Amherst
MEN’S LACROSSE
continued from Back

would be an understatement. With
the victory, the Jumbos improved to
6-1 in the conference and remain tied
with the No. 15 Trinity Bantams in
first place, while the Lord Jeffs, who
have dropped three of their last four
in NESCAC games, fell to fourth place
with a 4-3 mark.
With the program’s alumni looking
on, a young Jumbos squad demonstrated that despite the talent lost to graduation in recent years, the team has what
it takes to win big. Nine Jumbos scored
on the afternoon — showcasing the
team’s depth — while just four Amherst
players made it into the books.
“The team as a whole just continues
to improve each day,” junior midfielder Ryan Jorgensen said. “It really
doesn’t matter who we’re playing, and
it doesn’t hurt to look to the sidelines
and see all the guys who built this
program and would do anything to be
back out on the field again. I think we
were all kind of playing for them.”
“It’s really nice to have a lot of guys
on offense who can score goals,” sophomore midfielder Peter Bowers added.
“We trust everyone out there to make
a play and know that if one player isn’t
having a great game, the others can pick
him up by making big plays. Having so
many people that can score puts pressure on their defense. If it chooses to
focus on one or two guys, it opens up
opportunities for the rest of the guys.”
In addition to strong bench play,
the Jumbos benefited from sheer starpower. Sophomore Beau Wood, the
NESCAC’s leader in points per game,
scored four goals, while senior cocaptain Kevin McCormick and sophomore Peter Bowers each put up two
goals and a pair of assists. Senior
midfielder Nick Rhoads, who is among
the NESCAC’s best faceoff men this
season, also paced the Jumbos, controlling 16 of 23 faceoffs.
The Jumbos’ defense stood tall, holding Amherst scoreless for the first 25
minutes of the contest. Seniors Evan
Redwood and Cole Cherney and sophomore Devin Acton, who rank with Wood
among the conference’s top scorers,
were held to a combined three points,
and Tufts completely shut out Redwood,
the NESCAC’s overall point leader.
Tufts jumped out to an early lead
when senior midfielder Ben Saperstein
finished on a helper from McCormick
less than five minutes in, and the 1-0
score stood for the remainder of the
opening quarter. Entering the second
stanza, it appeared that the game —
projected to be a shootout between
the conference’s premier attackmen
— had turned into a defensive stand.
But the Jumbos finally opened fire,
turning the game into a one-sided affair
with goals from Bowers, Wood, freshman Cole Bailey and senior Geordie
Shafer helping to put Tufts up 5-0.
“The offense was business as usual,”
Jorgensen said. “They were quick to
capitalize on opportunities in transition and they never stopped attacking
the cage, which always keeps opposing defenses on their heels.”
Amherst found some solace in a
score from Cherney to close out the
half, but after the intermission faced
another Tufts scoring run, a six-goal,
nine-minute assault. The Lord Jeffs
barely had time to catch their breath
as the Jumbos put on a demonstration
of fast-paced, dynamic offensive play.
“I think our energy and excitement
was the difference maker,” Bowers said.
“Amherst never really matched our intensity level, which was a big reason we
were able to go on those runs and domi-

nate. Our main focus on offense coming
into the game was to get back to our
fundamentals of attacking the cage and
moving the ball when the slide comes,
especially moving the ball through X. We
did that well, which opened up opportunities on the backside.”
Wood notched his second and third
goals of the day to open the thirdquarter run, and Bowers and freshman Chris Schoenhut pushed the lead
to 9-1. Then the veterans stepped in,
as McCormick and fellow senior cocaptain Sean Kirwan, returning from
a high-ankle sprain, made it 11-1 on a
man-up goal late in the third.
“When we’re able to get [the attackmen] the ball consistently, great things
happen,” Jorgensen said. “I’d say the
two runs we had are owed mostly
to ground balls, though. The runs
definitely gave us some momentum,
but nothing changes when we string
together a few goals in a row. We’re
always looking to get the next one no
matter what.”
Schoenhut and Amherst senior
midfielder Alex Fox traded goals in
the waning minutes, and the Jumbos
entered the final quarter with a 12-2
lead. In the fourth, Tufts got goals
from McCormick, Wood and senior
Jordan Korinis, while the Lord Jeffs
also scored three times.
Korinis’ tally, which came with just
over a minute remaining, capped an
almost perfect day for the Jumbos. For
60 minutes, Tufts controlled possession, pushed the pace and executed
nearly flawlessly on both sides of the
ball. The Jumbos shut out the Jeffs on
all three of their man-up attempts,
and Jorgensen, senior Mark Findaro
and sophomore Dan Alles dominated
wing and loose ball play.
“Ground balls are always a focus for
us, and this game was no different,”
Jorgensen said. “We didn’t necessarily do anything differently leading up
to the game, but the bigger the game
the more important the little things
become, and all the coaches have
done an amazing job instilling that in
us as a team. As for faceoffs, Nick did
an unbelievable job controlling their
faceoff guys, and the wings worked
harder than ever to support him and
give him space to work with.”
As they have all season, the Jumbos’
star scorers meshed with a balanced
scoring unit, and proved they make up
one of the league’s most potent offenses when they play to their potential.
Tonight, Tufts travel to Lewiston,
Maine, to square off with Bates, which
is 2-5 in the conference but boasts
wins against Wesleyan and Bowdoin,
two of the NESCAC’s stronger teams.
The Bobcats have demonstrated that,
despite their record, they are capable
of toppling the conference’s best, and
the Jumbos are still mindful that on
any given day, any NESCAC team has
the potential to knock off any other.
“Going into Saturday, there was definitely a little bit of a chip on our shoulders knowing that they were ranked
higher than us in the preseason, but
at the end of the day we don’t really
care about that stuff,” Bowers said.
“We focus more on ourselves and what
we have to do to win. Our focus now is
directed towards carrying that intensity
and confidence over to beating Bates.”
“It always feels good to beat a great
team like Amherst, but it’s ultimately
just another game,” Jorgensen added.
“No matter who we play, we bring
everything we have and that’s the mindset for Bates. Right now they’re the only
team on our schedule, the only team
that matters and we’re going to leave it
all out on the field up in Maine.”
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Sports

Alex Prewitt | Live from Mudville

O

lane florsheim / the Tufts Daily archives

Junior second baseman Emily Beinecke is tied for second on the team with two home runs so far this spring.

Hours after tossing perfect game, Fournier clutch in relief
SOFTBALL

continued from Back

Emily Beinecke and freshman Kris Parr
gave them a 2-0 advantage.
Meanwhile, DiBiase was strong on
the mound, hurling a complete game
eight-hitter and allowing just one
earned run. The most promising opportunity for the Mules came in the fifth
inning when, trailing 3-0, they loaded
the bases with just one out. Sophomore
Brianne Wheeler crushed a pitch off
the left field wall, coming within feet of
giving the Mules a 4-3 lead.
Instead, the ball fell back onto the
field of play, and the Jumbos were able
to throw out junior Lauren Becker at
the plate to preserve a 3-1 advantage.
Colby cut it to 3-2 but came no closer,
and the Mules ultimately fell 5-2 after
a two-run double in the seventh from
Beinecke.
Fournier took the mound in the second game of the series and picked
up right where she left off the week
before. The freshman phenom not only
blanked the Mules en route to her
second perfect game in just nine days,
but, in a display of utter dominance,
recorded 16 of the 21 outs via strike-

out. She lowered her ERA to 0.50 on
the year and improved to 11-0. She
has also amassed 120 strikeouts on
the year, just 20 short of the school’s
single-season record.
Clair blasted a two-run double in
the game, providing all the offense the
Jumbos would need.
“Allyson has performed up to all
expectations thus far,” Clair said. “She’s
hitting her spots, and when she does
that she’s very hard to hit.”
The second game of the doubleheader took extra innings to decide. After
pitching a perfect game just hours earlier, Fournier came on in relief with no
outs and runners on second and third
in a 3-3 game in the seventh inning.
She struck out the first batter and then
induced a double-play lineout, sending the game to extra innings.
Over the next four innings, Fournier
fanned seven more hitters, increasing her strikeout total on the day to a
whopping 23 Mules batters.
In the top of the 11th, sophomore
Chrissie Massrey led off with a single,
and senior pinch-runner Katherine
Darveau finally gave Tufts the lead,
coming around to score on a throw-

ing error.
Clair launched a two-run homer in
the fifth, her sixth of the season.
With the series sweep, the Jumbos
clinched one of the NESCAC East
Division’s two berths in the upcoming
conference championship. They have
a magic number of two to clinch the
East’s top seed.
Before falling victim to Rathbun
in Sunday’s fifth and final weekend
contest, the Jumbos handled the
Wellesley Blue with ease, cruising to a
7-1 victory behind a solid effort from
DiBiase and Giglio, who combined to
allow just one run on four hits over
seven innings.
Despite the loss to Eastern Connecticut
State on Sunday afternoon, Tufts improved
to 23-4 on the year over the weekend and,
more importantly, remained unbeaten in
the NESCAC.
Though their winning streak was
snapped, the Jumbos are ready to
turn the page, starting Wednesday
when they take on Bridgewater State at
Spicer Field.
“That loss doesn’t put a damper on
our season,” DiBiase said. “But it does
give us reason to light a new fire.”

Games of the Week
looking back (april 14) | Men’s lacrosse shows amherst who’s boss
Despite appearing in the national championship game in the past two years, many
people expected the men’s lacrosse team to surrender its position atop the NESCAC to
Amherst this season. But with a 15-5 rout of the Lord Jeffs on Saturday, the seventhranked Jumbos solidified their status as the team to beat in the NESCAC with a 10-2
overall record.
The Lord Jeffs had no answers for the high-powered Jumbos’ offense, allowing nine
different players to score goals in the lopsided contest. Sophomore midfielder Beau
Wood, the NESCAC leader in points per game, continued his season-long dominance
by scoring four times, including back-to-back goals to start the second half. Senior cocaptain Kevin McCormick and sophomore Peter Bowers chipped in with two goals and
two assists each.
The Tufts defense, led by sophomore Dan Alles’ four ground balls, did a phenomenal
job stifling a normally potent Amherst attack, giving up only five goals on 39 shots. The
Lord Jeffs failed to score in the first 25 minutes of the contest.
With three games remaining in the regular season, Tufts appears to have the inside
track in the battle for the top seed in the NESCAC tournament. The Jumbos take on the
Bates Bobcats in Maine tonight.

Oliver Porter / the tufts daily

looking ahead (April 19) | Heat to host bulls in south beach

mct

Coming into this lockout-shortened season, almost every NBA analyst predicted
that the Miami Heat and Chicago Bulls would finish with the top two seeds in the
Eastern Conference and face off in a rematch of last year’s Conference Finals. Right
now, the analysts are looking smart.
Despite suffering setbacks in recent weeks, both teams are near locks to finish at
the top of the conference. The Heat, even with LeBron James having arguably the
best season of his career, have stumbled of late, going just 15-11 since the All-Star
break. The Bulls, on the other hand, have won 13 of their last 18 games, even though
star point guard Derrick Rose has missed many of them with myriad injuries.
On Thursday night, the two teams will square off in South Beach in their final
head-to-head matchup of the regular season. Chicago holds a three-game lead over
Miami for the first seed in the East and is ahead in the season series 2-1. One of the
keys to the game will be how Miami handles the tough interior play of a Chicago
team that leads the NBA in rebounding. Miami struggles at times against bigger
opponents, and it will be Chris Bosh’s responsibility to overcome his reputation for
being “soft” in the post and help secure the boards for the Heat.

My
Marathon
Monday

n Patriots’ Day, that glorious
Massachusetts and Maine-only
holiday when two states get to
bask in our New England eliteness while the rest of the country suffers
a painstaking case of the “Mondays,” I
undertook the most grueling task I have
ever faced, one that promised to test —
and likely break — my every will and
push me to a breaking point never before
experienced.
I ran the Boston Marathon.
Actually, that’s a lie. While friends — far
physically and mentally stronger, and far
more admirable than I, mind you — were
trekking from Hopkinton to Boylston Street
beneath a blistering April sun, I sat indoors
and envisioned what it would be like to run
the actual Boston Marathon. What follows
is a running diary of my experience:
10:00 a.m. — Start of the elite women’s
race. I am neither elite nor a woman by
any stretch of the imagination. Given this
newfound data, I probably should not be
allowed at the starting line right now. For an
international event, the Boston Marathon
is extremely relaxed on security. Going to
get a quick snack for some last-minute fuel
before the starting gun fires for my wave in
40 minutes.
10:10 a.m. — Downed three soft
tacos with sour cream from Chipotle.
Their barbacoa is tops. The tortilla was
slightly soggy.
10:36 a.m. — Officially lined up to begin
my 2.62-mile-wait … the decimal goes
WHERE?
10:40 a.m. — And we’re off!
10:41 a.m. — And I’ve fallen!
11:21 a.m. — Following a quick 40-minute pavement power nap, I’m back on my
feet and ready to run.
11:32 a.m. — One mile down, and this
is already getting boring. Really wish I had
something to occupy my time on the run.
Luckily, I’m carrying a backpack filled with
hardcover editions of all seven Harry Potter
books. We’ll start at the beginning…
11:34 a.m. — About to grab a cup of
water from a beautiful volunteer beside the
road. I think I’ll talk to her.
11:35 a.m. — Rejected pickup lines,
part nine: “Want to see my Boston
Marathong?”
11:39 a.m. — Hagrid just told Harry that
he’s a wizard.
2:13 p.m. — Received word that the Red
Sox lost to Tampa Bay at Fenway, 1-0. Pitcher
Daniel Bard loaded the bases then walked
Evan Longoria, scoring Sean Rodriguez as
the Rays avoided a sweep on a day that
manager Bobby Valentine called out Kevin
Youkilis for a perceived lackadaisical effort.
Both Longoria and Youkilis make millions
of dollars each year. I take this as a sign that
I too should be lazy and walk.
3:04 p.m. — Snape killed Dumbledore.
3:56 p.m. — I am roughly halfway through
mile four, as I stopped in a Dairy Queen
to read and pick up a DQ Caramel Delight
Pie Blizzard. Did you know that you flip the
Blizzard upside-down and the ice cream
won’t fall out? These are the important
things in life.
4:08 p.m. — Hailed a taxi and moved
up a few miles. Had to exit in Natick
because I spent my last three sock-quarters to put rainbow sprinkles on the
Blizzard. Worth it.
4:20 p.m. — Another mile down. The
time is 4:20. That means it’s time to smoke
... the competition.
4:46 p.m. — At the halfway point just
outside of Wellesley. Trees are a blur on the
side of the road. I grab a cup of Gatorade
at the next aid station. It is lemon-lime flavored. I hate lemon-lime.
6:41 p.m. — Ghost-riding a van to the
finish line.
6:42 p.m. — Fans are chanting my name
as I cross the finish line. Turns out that a
homeless guy named Alex was chugging a
gallon of milk down the road.
8:00 p.m.  Back at Tufts, home in time to
file my column and watch “Bones” on FOX.
What a great show.
Alex Prewitt is a senior majoring in English
and religion. He can be reached on his blog
at http://livefrommudville.blogspot.com or
followed on Twitter at @Alex_Prewitt.
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Softball

Two perfect: Fournier flawless
on the mound once more

Baseball

by

Zachey Kliger

Daily Editorial Board

The softball team won four of five
games this weekend, but the one loss
will sting as the postseason approaches.
SOFTBALL
(23-4 Overall, 9-0 NESCAC)
at Wellesley, Mass., Sunday
ECSU
Tufts
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Senior Kevin Gilchrist yesterday tossed the program’s first no-hitter since 2003, walking
two and striking out four in a 4-0 win over UMass Dartmouth.

Gilchrist fires no-hitter against UMass Dartmouth
	After giving up six runs in three-plus innings
on March 23 against Christopher Newport,
senior Kevin Gilchrist saw his ERA balloon to
7.71. Just like that, one of the Jumbos’ aces
from last year had seemingly disappeared
from the starting rotation.
	After more than three weeks in the
bullpen, he’s finally back.
	Yesterday, Gilchrist threw a no-hitter in the
first game of a doubleheader against UMass
Dartmouth, walking two and fanning four in
a seven-inning contest to achieve Tufts baseball’s first such gem since 2003.
Before yesterday, the left-hander had not
pitched more than three innings in a game
since that March 23 loss, and he did not start
any of the Jumbos’ three games against the
Colby Mules this past weekend.
Buoyed by Gilchrist’s effort, the Jumbos
won 4-0 and went on to earn the doubleheader sweep by taking the second game
9-1. They received another stellar pitching
effort in game two, as sophomore Christian
Sbily allowed just one run on three hits in

six innings of work before freshman Willie
Archibald shut the door in the seventh.
	The wins were much-needed for the
Jumbos, who entered Monday’s action on
the heels of a disappointing series loss to the
Mules. The Jumbos took control of the conference series on Friday, downing the Mules
14-4, but the visitors came back with a vengeance the next day, winning both games of
a doubleheader by scores of 5-2 and 10-4.
	Tufts is now 15-8 overall but just 4-5 in
conference play, which puts the team third
in the NESCAC East behind 8-1 Trinity and
3-3 Bowdoin. Tufts’ only remaining NESCAC
East series is against Bowdoin on April
27-28; the Polar Bears will play three against
the Mules this coming weekend before hosting the Jumbos.
	For complete coverage of Gilchrist’s nohitter and the Jumbos’ tumultuous five-game
weekend, see tomorrow’s Daily.
—by Aaron Leibowitz
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One day after freshman pitcher Allyson
Fournier tossed her second perfect game
in the span of 10 days, the No. 11 Jumbos
got a taste of their own medicine on
Sunday, when Eastern Connecticut State
University (ECSU) senior hurler Molly
Rathbun stifled a potent Tufts offense en
route to a perfect game of her own.
Heading into the final game of the
weekend, the Jumbos knew they would
have their hands full against the national No. 3 Warriors. After handing ECSU
its first and only loss of the season
earlier this year during the Clermont

Spring Games in Florida, the Jumbos
knew the Warriors would have revenge
on their minds. And they played like it
on Sunday.
Entering the contest, Rathbun had
compiled a 15-1 record and a miniscule
0.41 ERA. And the senior All-American
continued the trend, blanking a Tufts
offense that has been feasting on opposing pitchers for the past three weeks.
Rathbun, who is also second in team
batting average (.453), drove in three of
the four runs for the Warriors, including a solo shot in the top half of the
first inning.
“Going into the game we knew that she
was one of the best pitchers in the country,” junior Rebecca DiBiase said. “We
needed to get runners on base to rattle
her, but we couldn’t do that. We need to
go up attacking right from the first pitch
and put the ball in play more.”
Rathbun’s efforts overshadowed solid
efforts from DiBiase and sophomore
Lauren Giglio, who combined to hold
one of the best teams in the country to
just four runs. After Giglio pitched the
first, DiBiase was strong in relief, tossing
six innings while holding the Warriors to
just three runs the rest of the way.
The loss put an end to the Jumbos’
12-game winning streak and marked
their first loss since they returned from
Florida.
Despite Sunday’s disappointing loss, it
was a positive weekend for the Jumbos,
who won the NESCAC games they needed. Tufts traveled to Colby for a threegame set Friday and Saturday and came
out on top in all three, maintaining their
undefeated record in conference play.
The Jumbos jumped out to an early
lead in the series opener, as three
straight singles in the top half of the
second by sophomore Jo Clair, junior

Women’s Lacrosse

Men’s Lacrosse

Oh, Lord: Tufts
falls hard to
Amherst

Jumbo-sized statement: Tufts routs
preseason favorite Amherst, 15-5

by

David McIntyre

Daily Editorial Board

When only looking at the final
statistics, the No. 13 women’s
lacrosse team’s game against No.

by

Kate Klots

Daily Editorial Board

Before the season, many
people saw Amherst as
“the team that might go

WOMEN’S LACROSSE
(7-4 Overall, 3-4 NESCAC)

MEN’S LACROSSE
(10-2 Overall, 6-1 NESCAC)

at Amherst, MA, Saturday

Bello Field, Saturday
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11 Amherst on Saturday appears
to have been evenly matched. Tufts
held a 22-16 advantage in shots,
and the teams were remarkably
close in most categories. But sometimes, the stat sheet fails to tell the
whole story. The Lord Jeffs’ 12-4
win demonstrated that, even if two
teams look close on paper, the final
score can still be lopsided.
The source of the blowout was
the first half, when the Jumbos
were held scoreless while the
Lord Jeffs scored five goals, four
of which came from free-position
shots. The Tufts offense, despite
several good opportunities, could
not find a way past senior goalie
see WOMEN’S LACROSSE, page 18

see SOFTBALL, page 19

Amherst
Tufts

0 1 1 3 — 5
1 4 7 3 — 15

unbeaten” in the NESCAC.
Returning all of their offensive starters and the majority of their scoring, the Lord
Jeffs were expected to roast
a youthful Jumbos squad
with a green attack unit. At
least that’s what the statistics said.
On Saturday, the Jumbos
got their say.
In front of an Alumni Day
crowd, the seventh-ranked
men’s lacrosse team did its
predecessors proud, defeating the visiting Lord Jeffs
15-5 with a performance for
which the term “dominant”

kc hambleton / the Tufts Daily

see MEN’S LACROSSE, page 18

NESCAC points per game leader sophomore Beau Wood scored four goals on Saturday to lead Tufts to a 15-5
thrashing of conference rival Amherst.

