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S U P R E M E C O U R T D E C L I N E S T O 
REVIEW S T A N D I N G D E C I S I O N 

On April 19,1999, the US Supreme Court declined 
to review a decision of the District of Columbia 
Circuit Court of Appeals that recognized the standing 
of a private citizen to challenge USDA regulations for 
care of nonhuman primates. This is the latest volley 
in a series of legal maneuvers over the right to sue on 
behalf of nonhuman animals. Over the years, various 
animal protection and animal rights groups have 
contested regulatory decisions of Federal agencies, 
particularly the decision to exclude birds, rats and 
mice from being considered under the AWA. Typi­
cally, courts denied these legal actions without 
analyzing the merits of the cases on the grounds that 
third parties did not have the requisite legal standing 
to sue on behalf of animals. Animal rights groups 
have continued to search for a case that could over­
come the legal obstacles to the standing issue. 

In the current case, a private citizen sued the 
USDA over regulatory policies that permitted a local 
exhibitor in Manorville, NY, to house nonhuman 
primates in a way which he alleged did not provide 
for their psychological well-being as mandated by 
the Animal Welfare Act. A chimpanzee and Japanese 
snow macaque were housed alone, and squirrel 
monkeys were housed next to bears that frightened 
them. The plaintiff claimed emotional distress from 
witnessing animals housed under these conditions. 
The decision not to review the ruling of the Circuit 
Court of Appeals paves the way for the case to be 
tried on its merits. It is a case that willbe watched very 
closely by animal protection groups and the biomedi­
cal research community. Whatever the outcome of the 
case, of more far-reaching importance is that the stand­
ing issue appears to have been resolved in favor of 
those seeking to advocate on behalf of animals. * 

$3 M I L L I O N T O V E T E R I N A R Y A S S O C . 
F O R FERAL C A T S T E R I L I Z A T I O N 
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Richard Avanzino, President of Maddie's Fund 
(formerly the Duffield Foundation) is on the verge of 
an ambitious joint venture with the California Veteri­
nary Medical Association (CVMA) to combat cat over­
population in California. Through a $3 million grant 
from Maddie's Fund, the CVMA will help reach a goal 
of 20,000 additional sterilizations of wild/feral cats 
per year for 3 years. The program would involve 
building local networks between veterinarians and 
cat caregivers in each community, with private prac­
titioners receiving a preset reimbursement for each 
cat sterilized. The CVMA will be a partner in this 
effort, and assume responsibility for program admin­
istration. *• 

N E W Z E A L A N D C O N S I D E R S 
G R A N T I N G R I G H T S T O G R E A T A P E S 

New Zealand may soon be the first country to 
guarantee rights for the great apes - gorillas, chim­
panzees, orangutans, and bonobos. In recognition of 
the social and complex emotional capabilities of 
these non-human primates, a proposed amendment 
to New Zealand's new Animal Welfare bill would 
"establish, protect, and promote the rights and funda­
mental freedoms of hominids." If passed, this legisla­
tion granting rights to great apes in New Zealand 
may set the precedent needed to encourage similar 
legislation in other countries. 

The international effort to establish individual, 
fundamental legal rights for all great apes - rights that 
have, to date, been solely reserved for humans- has 
often used evidence of both cognitive and genetic 
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Great apes (continued front pg. 1) 

similarities among humans and their great ape cous­
ins. This evidence is the basis of the amendment to the 
New Zealand bill, which stipulates that all great apes 
would have the right to life, the right not to be sub­
jected to torture or cruel treatment, and the right not to 
be subjected to medical or scientific experimentation. 
The Great Ape Project, a group composed of scientists, 
academics, and conservationists, is leading the cam­
paign to ensure that the amendment is included in 
New Zealand's latest animal welfare-related bill. 

Supporters of the amendment argue that since the 
great apes share many cognitive abilities with humans 
(i.e., self-awareness, intelligence, emotion, and lin­
guistics), they should be given some of the legal rights 
humans possess. Nonhuman great apes are geneti­
cally very similar to humans. The figures usually given 
are 98.4% for human/chimpanzee DNA homology, 
and 97.7% for human/gorilla DNA. However, there 
is no consensus on the significance of such a high 
degree of genetic similarity. Those opposing the 
amendment also say that the human-like qualities of 
great apes have been exaggerated for political reasons. 
Some biomedical researchers contend that the effort is 
aimed at halting research on all animals. They fear 
that once other great apes are secured rights, animal 
protectionists may draw on the similarities of "lower" 
animals to great apes until rats and mice are granted 
rights. 

Under current regulations governing animal use in 
New Zealand, only the government can take action in 
cases of mistreatment of animals. Granting legal 
rights to great apes would ensure that individual non-
human great apes have fundamental protection 
against mistreatment that the courts would recognize 
and enforce. With legal standing, private citizens will 
be able to pursue court action if they believe the rights 
of an individual great ape are being infringed upon, as 
one may now do to protect children. 

If the bill does become law with this amendment in 
place, it will have relatively little impact in New 
Zealand. Great apes have never been used in research 
in New Zealand. Further, only a small number of 
animals would be covered under the law: there are 
now only 28 chimpanzees and 6 orangutans in the 
country. All parties are aware of the law's potential for 
setting a precedent for other countries. Such a law 
would have much more impact in the US, where 
approximately 1700 chimpanzees are kept for experi­
mental use. The New Zealand bill is currently under 
review by a Parliamentary subcommittee, which may 
not report on the issue until the end of May. * 

E N D O F C O S M E T I C T E S T I N G O N 
A N I M A L S I N U.K. 

In an important symbolic victory for animal pro­
tection groups, in late 1998 the British government 
ended cosmetic testing on animals. This includes the 
testing of cosmetic ingredients as well as finished 
products. Through negotiation, rather than legisla­
tion, the companies with licenses to perform such 
testing have voluntarily turned their licenses in, and 
the government has no plans to issue new ones. How­
ever, this represents only a small fraction of the num­
ber of animals used for pharmaceutical testing and 
research in the United Kingdom. Only 1267 animals 
were used for cosmetic testing in 1997. The majority of 
animal use is for biomedical research. Nevertheless, 
this represents another step in the commitment of the 
UK government to move towards minimizing the use 
of animals and ensuring that animals are used only 
when there are no alternatives, that any animal suffer­
ing is outweighed by potential benefits, and that the 
least number of animals possible are used. The budget 
for the development of alternatives in the UK has been 
increased by 42%. The use of chimpanzees in research 
has been discontinued, and the ascites method of 
antibody production is scheduled to be phased out. * 

C A L G A R Y D O G L I C E N S I N G 
P R O G R A M A S U C C E S S 

Dog licensing has long been advocated as one of 
the most important components of responsible own­
ership. However, in most cities, compliance is be­
lieved to be very low. The City of Calgary in Alberta, 
Canada, seems to be a remarkable exception. Data 
from 1997 indicated that 65,238 dogs - close to 78% of 
the dog population - were licensed. This success 
makes the job of city animal control services much 
easier, and also saves many canine lives. A remark­
able 85% of impounded stray dogs (4421/5244) were 
reclaimed by their owners. This is in contrast to the 
low licensing compliance and low reclaim rates (~33%) 
that is more typical of US cities. High monetary 
penalties for those who flaunt the animal control laws 
may be one reason for the success in Calgary. First 
offenses for a license violation are $250, and third 
offenses are $750. The licensing enforcement does 
not operate in a vacuum, however. It is only one 
component of a much larger effort to promote re­
sponsible pet ownership. Calgary's program appears 
to be working - in 1996, only 100 unclaimed and 
unadopted stray dogs were euthanized, compared to 
an average of 30 per week in 1984. * 
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U R B A N C O Y O T E S I N C R E A S I N G 

Two very high profile visits by coyotes to New 
York's Central Park and Boston's South End less than 
two weeks apart in early April serve to show that 
coyotes are turning to city life with increasing fre­
quency. Originating in the American Southwest, 
populations of these extremely adaptable animals 
have spread in all directions. Perhaps the most 
notable feat for the species was the northeastward 
move to Canada and then to the northeastern United 
States, during which time they bred with wolves and 
now exist as the more robust Eastern coyote. It shocks 
many to hear that coyotes-symbols of wildness and 
desert life-have turned up in the highly urbanized 
locales of New York City and Boston. But to those 
familiar with the ambitious animal, it is no surprise 
that city streets do nothing to deter these wily canids. 

The coyote found in Central Park on Thursday, 
April 1, may have come from Westchester through 
the Bronx, across the Harlem River and park areas to 
Manhattan's West Side. It baffles animal control and 
city officials that an animal that normally fears hu­
mans would cross the city streets between the West 
Side and Central Park. When word spread about the 
coyote's presence in the park, a group of over 25 
policemen, park workers, public officials, and the 
media began a hunt to find the animal. Other con­
cerned groups on site included the ASPCA and the 
Center for Animal Care and Control. The coyote out­
witted the group several times until the young 35-
pound male was tranquilized and taken to the Wildlife 
Health Center at the Bronx Zoo. The Boston coyote did 
not do as well-she was struck by a car in the city's 
South End. An employee of the Animal Rescue League 
was finally able to humanely capture the coyote. She 
had minor injuries that were treated at the Tufts Wild­
life Clinic. She was later released in a safe area. 

In fact, coyotes normally do fine in cities. They've 
been known to "cut through" areas of Boston in their 
travels, and there has been a population in the Bronx 
for some time now. The general curator at the Bronx 
Zoo even suggested putting the coyote back in Central 
Park, where it could be beneficial to the balance of 
other wildlife populations. Such a step is unlikely, 
since coyotes would present a threat to stray cats and 
small, unleashed dogs. Ultimately, there is not much 
that can be done to influence the movement of coyote 
populations, as they are still the free spirits they were 
in the West. * 

M O U N T A I N G O R I L L A R E S E A R C H 
SITE A T T A C K E D 

Most people have probably heard the sad news 
about the recent massacre at the gorilla tourist site in 
Bwindi-Impenetrable National Park, Uganda. This 
was the site where Dr. Michele Goldsmith had been 
studying the behavioral ecology of endangered moun­
tain gorillas for the past three years. She and MS 
student, Lisa Marino, had just returned from their 
field season five weeks earlier. During the early hours 
of March 1st, Rwandan Hutu rebels entered the park 
setting fire to the camps and taking hostages. One 
game warden, Paul Wagaba, was killed during the 
attack. The rebels gathered all of the foreign tourists 
and marched them into the jungle. Dr. Goldsmith's 
colleague, Mitch Keiver, was one of 14 hostages. Soon 
after the march began, eight of the tourists were bru­
tally killed and six were released. Mr. Keiver was 
luckily among those six. Although tourism was tem­
porarily halted, the park reopened just one month later. 
Without tourism, it is difficult to say whether the 
gorillas would continue to be protected. The future of 
research is uncertain. Ironically, about three weeks 
before the attack, Dr. Goldsmith had begun to contem­
plate a new project that would bring her back to where 
she first studied western lowland gorillas in the Cen­
tral African Republic. In the Dzanga-Ndoki National 
Park, a team of researchers have been attempting to 
habituate a group for tourism. Presently, there are no 
habituated western lowland groups. The aim of the 
project is to get into the site prior to habituation to begin 
monitoring gorilla health via non-invasive measures 
(e.g., dung and urine). It is hoped this will provide 
training opportunities for Tufts students. * 

A N I M A L A B U S E H I S T O R Y A D D E D 
T O D O M E S T I C V I O L E N C E R E P O R T 

The link between animal abuse and other forms of 
family violence is becoming well established. Several 
research studies from women's shelters have docu­
mented that animal abuse is also frequently present in 
homes of battered women. In Rhode Island, incidents 
of animal abuse, or threats of abuse, are now 
documented on standardized forms used by police 
for domestic violence reports. The information is 
captured in the section dealing with assault, and is 
obtained in questions about verbal abuse of the vic­
tim, family members, or pets. There is also a question 
concerning the nature of the assault that specifically 
asks if pets were harmed. For further information, 
please contact: 401-222-1394 x l l2 * 
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S T A M P I N M A R Y L A N D HELPS 
C O N S E R V E B E A R S 

Improvements and recovery of wetlands and for­
ests have led to a resurgence in the Maryland black 
bear population, which exist predominantly on pri­
vate land. With an increasing bear population comes 
the potential for adverse human-bear interactions. In 
a proactive step, the Maryland Dept of Natural Re­
sources, Wildlife and Heritage Division, has devel­
oped a conservation stamp to generate funds to help 
conserve and manage black bears. The $5 stamp will 
produce funds to be used to compensate landowners 
who experience property damage caused by black 
bears. Property damage due to bears may range from 
$20,000 to $30,000 annually in Marlyand. It is hoped 
that this compensation program will help increase 
public tolerance for this unique wildlife resource. The 
Department has two goals for the program ~ to allow 
the natural return of the bears to all suitable habitat, 
and to ensure peaceful coexistence between people 
and bears. As part of the program, wildlife managers 
are working to condition bears to avoid humans and 
to teach citizens how to make their property less 
attractive to bears. The Department will also help 
landowners by trapping and relocating nuisance 
bears. *• 

N E W V A C C I N E S F O R D O G S A N D 
C A T S 

Two new vaccines have been introduced for com­
panion animals. Intervet, Inc., has introduced 
PROTEX-Bb, a vaccine for feline Bordatella 
bronchiseptica. Bordatella is one of several pathogens 
that contribute to canine kennel cough. In some 
feline cases, Bordatella may be the primary pathogen 
involved. Upper respiratory infections can be par­
ticularly devastating in shelters and catteries. 

Fort Dodge Animal Health has introduced a vac­
cine (GiardiaVax) for Giardia - an intestinal parasite 
that can infect both dogs and humans. The vaccine 
works by preventing attachment of the parasite to 
the intestinal lining. A recent study done indicated 
a Giardia prevalence rate of 13% in pet dogs. Preva­
lence can reach 50% in puppies, and 100% in dogs in 
kennels. Giardia can cause gastrointestinal symp­
toms in dogs as well as in people. Treatment for 
Giardia is not always effective, and the organism can 
persist for months in the environment. Due to the 
zoonotic potential for Giardia and increased risk to 
immunocompromised persons, prevention via vac­
cination may be the best way to decrease the threat. # 
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A L U M N I U P D A T E S 

Three current (David Clark, Irene Stalzer, Nevin 
Sabet, MS '99) and one former (Lori Donley, MS '97) 
MS student have been accepted into veterinary de­
gree programs. Lori will be attending the Virginia-
Maryland Regional College, David will attend UC 
Davis, Irene will attend Cornell, and Nevin will be 
joining the class at Tufts. 

Peggy Shunick, MS '97, is beginning a joint PhD 
program at the University of Montana in Ethics / 
Wildlife Policy. 

Makiko Fujii, a member of the class of 1998, is 
working in Japan at ARIES (Association of Interna­
tional Research Initiatives for Environmental Studies) 
while she completes her degree. Makiko edits jour­
nals focusing on environmental studies and writes 
the English language newsletter "Japan Environmen­
tal Quarterly" to update government officials and 
NGO's about Japan's environmental agency. 

Marny Reynolds, MS '97, will be taking the high­
est level exam in therapeutic riding instruction 
(Master's level) this August. She is currently work­
ing as lead instructor in a therapeutic riding program 
in Longmont, CO, and is also enrolled in an occupa­
tional therapy program at Colorado State. * 
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FERAL C A T O R D I N A N C E 

Regulation of cat feeders and colonies, rather than 
trapping and euthanizing feral cats, is a relatively 
new approach that recognizes the devotion of cat feed­
ers to their colonies, and growing resistance to lethal 
forms of controlling the feral population Palm Beach 
County, FL, has developed just such an ordinance 
regulating the care and feeding of feral cats. The 
ordinance requires that all persons feeding and / or 
watering a feral cat or cat colony must register 
annually with the county. All cats must be sterilized, 
and the feeder must agree to provide for care regularly 
throughout the year, including weekends and holi­
days. In addition, caregivers must make every attempt 
to remove kittens for domestication, remove sick or 
injured animals for veterinary care or euthanasia, and 
vaccinate as required by law. Each cat must be identi­
fied by an ear notch and a tatoo or microchip. The 
county may remove the colony if the caregiver fails to 
adhere to these guidelines, if public health or safety 
concerns necessitate removal, or if the cats create a 
public nuisance. The ordinance is available on the 
Internet: www.co.palm_beach.fl.us. * 
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V E T E R I N A R Y G R O U P T A K E S 
P O S I T I O N A G A I N S T E A R C R O P P I N G 

The American Animal Hospital Association 
(AAHA), one of the premier established national vet­
erinary organizations, has joined a growing number 
of animal protection groups in questioning the need 
for surgeries done primarily, if not exclusively, for 
cosmetic purposes in dogs. These primarily involve 
the cropping of ears and / or docking of tails on breeds 
such as the Great Dane, Doberman, Schnauzer, etc. 
Although many individual veterinarians no longer 
perform ear cropping, and to a lesser extent tail dock­
ing, most mainstream veterinary organizations have 
been reluctant to follow suit. The resolution adopted 
by the AAHA marks a turning point in this effort, and 
reads as follows: 

"Ear cropping and tail docking in dogs for 
cosmetic reasons are not medically indicated nor 
of benefit to the patient. These procedures cause 
pain and distress, and, as with all surgical 
procedures, are accompanied by inherent risks of 
anesthesia, blood loss, and infection. Therefore, 
veterinarians should counsel dog owners about 
these matters before agreeing to perform these 
surgeries." 

For the past six years, the Association of Veterinar­
ians for Animal Rights (AVAR) has sponsored some­
what stronger resolutions at the American Veterinary 
Medical Association annual meeting that oppose ear 
cropping and tail docking for non-therapeutic rea­
sons. However, so far these resolutions have not been 
adopted. * 

R U T G E R S A N I M A L R I G H T S L A W 
C L I N I C C L O S E S 

Rutgers law professor Gary Francione has an­
nounced the closing of the Rutgers Animal Rights 
Law Clinic. The clinic was founded in 1990 and has 
been a center for litigation on behalf of animals. 
Growing conservatism among law students, a 
philosophical shift away from "rights" and towards 
"welfare" in the animal rights movement, and pres­
sure from opposition groups were cited as reasons 
for the need for a hiatus. Professor Francione will 
continue his teaching, scholarship and advocacy work 
outside of the clinical structure. # 

U P C O M I N G E T H I C S C O N F E R E N C E 

The Kennedy Institute of Ethics at Georgetown 
University and Center for Animal Welfare, University 
of California, Davis, will hold a conference to discuss 
ethics, economics, and responsibility in animal re­
search on October 2-5,1999 at the Granlibakken resort 
conference center in Lake Tahoe, CA. Conference 
organizers include John Gluck, Lynette Hart, Joy 
Mench, Barbara Orlans, Jerrold Tannenbaum, and 
Philip Tillman. For information, contact Sue Keekin at 
the Center for Animal Welfare, 530-754-8564 / 
animalwelfare@ucdavis.edu. * 

N E W O N O U R W E B SITE 

The TACC system, a set of 4 scales to evaluate body 
condition, environmental health, physical care, and 
weather safety for dogs, was originally described in 
the March, 1999, edition of this newsletter. The scales 
have since been requested by dozens of shelters 
across the country. They are designed to help stan­
dardize and prioritize investigations of animal abuse 
or neglect, and to help establish the rationale for 
obtaining a search warrant. They are now posted at: 
www.tufts.edu/vet/cfa/publistl.html. High quality 
laminated copies ideal for use in the field are also 
available from the Center for a modest fee. 

Proceedings from our June 20th, 1998 conference 
"Enhancing human health and quality of life through 
companion animal interaction: Achieving positive 
outcomes for the elderly, people living with cancer or 
HIV, and people with low social support" held in 
Boston are now posted at: www. tufts.edu/vet/cfa/ 
publist2.html * 

R E Q U E S T F O R P A P E R S - M I D W E S T 
S O C I O L O G Y C O N F E R E N C E 

The Midwest Sociological Society will feature a 
session on "The role of animals in human society" for 
their year 2000 conference to be held April 19-23 in 
Chicago. Papers on all aspects of animals in society 
are welcome. Currently, one session is scheduled 
but this could be expanded to two. Papers should be 
sent to Corwin R. Kruse, Department of Sociology, 
University of Minnesota, 909 Social Science Tower, 
267 19th Ave. South, Minneapolis, MN, 55455. Dr. 
Kruse can be reached at kruse008@tc.umn.edu. * 
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