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FACT SHEET:
CAMPAIGN FOR SMOKE-FREE SKIES WORLDWIDE

J Long-Term Objective: A total prohibition on smoking on all commercial passenger airine
flights, domestic and intarmnational.

. Short-Term Objective: To launch a woridwide campaign for smoke-free intemational flights and
to demonstrate woridwide public support for smoke-free public transport on Word No-Tobacco
Day (May 31, 1991), with a special emphasis on smoke-free aidine flights.

. ICAO Must Be Persusded To Adopt & Standard Prohibiting Smoking On ail international
Alrline Flights: The International Civll Aviation Organization (ICAQ), which is based in Moatreal,
Canada, Is a United Nations-affitated body founded in 1947 that sats intemational standards for
air transportation. Standards set by ICAQ must be agreed to by ks member nations, which now
number 162. A majority of all ICAQ member states must agree to take up the issue of airine
smoking, and two-ihirds of the 33 countries-represented on the ICAO Councll ICAQ’s executive
body) must approve any proposed smoke-iree standard. '

In addition to the clear health reasons for prohibiting smoking on aldines, there also are
strong safety reasons for requiring flights to be smoke-free. To achieve a worldwide
airfing prohibition, advocates will work to convince the govemments of their respective
nations to support adoption of a “Standard® by ICAQ that would prohibit smoking on ait
commercial passanger airine flights.

L] Domaestic Alrfine Smoking Prohibitions Alrsady Are Popular and Their Numbaer Is Growing:
Twenty-eight nations, inciuding many of the word's largest, have prohibited smaking on some or
all domestic flights. Some alrlines, such as Alr Canada (which Is completely smoke-free on all
domestic and intemational flights) and Northwast Aldines in North America, Lauda Air and
Scandinavian Aldines in Europe, and Cathay Pacific in Asla, already offer smoke-frae
international flights on a limited basis. However, in the absence of an intemational smoke-free
standard, most airines refuss to go smoke-free because they fear losing the business of
smokers who might switch to smoking flights on other aidines.

. An intemnational airfine smoking prohibition is needed for reasons of:

- Health: Environmental tobacco smoke causes lung cancer and other respiratory
iinesses In healthy nonsmokers. Bacause air circulates throughout an aircraft, the heaith
of those who do not smoke is endangered ¥ smoking is altowed anywhers on board.
The simple separation of those who smoke and those who do not smoke within the
same airspace may reduce, but does not eliminate, the exposurs of nonsmokers to
environmaental tobacco smoke. A complete prohibition on smoking is the only workable
solution to protect the more than one billion passengecs wha fly the world's aidines
every year. Flight crews are at particularty high risk because of the length of time thay
spend in the airdine cabin. Numerous cases have been documented of flight attendants
who have suffered from lung cancer and other linesses resuiting from exposure to
eqvironmental tobacco smoke.

- Safety: Open flames and lighted tobacco products presant an obvious firg hazard. 1t
has been suspected that a fire that led to a fatal airline crash in the United States was
caused by smoking, and many other fires caused by smoking have been documaentad.
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A significant percentage of lifa-saving oxygen masks have failed to drop down in soma
htests due 10 a buildup of tar and other rasidue from cigaratte smoke on aircraft.
Moreaver, exposure of aidine cabin crew members to high concentrations of the carbon
monoxide in environmental tobacco smoke over many hours can cause haadaches,
respiratory problems, light-headedness and other symptoms that impair their
performancs in the svent of an emecgency.

- Passenger Prefecence: Rocont surveys of airdine passangers in Australia, Canada, the
United States, Germany and other countries show a strong preference for smoke-free
flights, including long-distance flights. This is true even in countrigs with relatively high
smoking rates such as France, where 73 paercent of passengers survayed favored
smoke-free policias on flights longer than 4 hours. Surveys in France aiso show that the
majority of thosa who smoka approve of the existing smoking prohibition and that the
margin of approval increased from 64 percent to 72 percent after a domaestic prohibition
was implemented.

Thc Practicat impiications For Those Who Smoke: Alding smoking prohibitions have been |
uccessiully ad In 28 countries. Smokers have proven that they can abstain from
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Amarican Lung Association, the American Heart Association and the American Cancer Socisty,

have developed tips to help smokers cope with smoking restrictions. Alrline cabin crew
members report that erforcing smoking prohibitions is easier than enforcing baggage limits and
other rules they are trained to enforce. Alrdines have leamed to deal with the few problems that
hava resuited from smoking prohibitions by training aidine crews, educating passengers and
installing tamper-resistent smoke detectors in the lavatocies.

For more information about the Campaign for Smoke-free Skies Worldwide, contact:

The Coalition on Smoking OR Haalth

(The American Cancer Soclety, American Heart Associstion
and American Lung Association)

1615 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Second Floor

Washington, DC 20009

Telephone: (1-202) 234-9375 Fax: (1-202) 332-6480

European Bureau for Action on Smoking Prevention (BASP)
117 rue des Atrebates, 1040 Bruxelles, Beigium
Telephonq: (32-2) 732-24-68 Fax: (32-2) 736-91-52

The Canadian Cancer Society

Suite 230, 44 By Ward

Cttawa, Omtario KIN 7A2

Telephone: (1-613) 234-9539 Fax: (1-613) 234-0246

Intamational Organization of Consumer Union
Reglonal Office for Asia and the Pacific

P.Q. Bax 1045, 10830 Penang, Malaysia
Telephone: (60-4) 371-396 Fax (60-4) 366-506
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