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Checking the ‘other’ box may mean something different at Tufts
BY

KELLY MCANERNEY

Daily Editorial Board

Despite a recent study which
found that the majority of students
who check “other” on college applications are in fact white, Dean of
Admissions Lee Coffin asserts that
Tufts actually underreports the
amount of diversity on campus.
The study, conducted by the
James Irvine Foundation, examined
three private California campuses.
The Foundation reported that in
the decade between 1991 and 2001,
the amount of “other” responses
increased from 3.2 percent to 5.9

percent, and that most of the applicants checking “other” were actually white.
As part of the study, students
who defined themselves as “other”
in applications filled out a survey
after matriculation, in which many
of them reverted back to describing
themselves as white.
The study concluded that “A
campus may have 50 percent students of color according to enrollment data, but may [really] only
have 28 percent students of color.”
Dean Coffin, however, said that no
See DIVERSITY, page 2

Profile of Class of 2010 Acceptances
Applications: 15,280
Acceptances: 4001
Acceptance rate: 26 percent
Men: 1837
Women: 2163

SCHOOL TYPE
Independent 33%
Public 57%
Religious 5%
Undesignated 4%

SAT-Verbal (mean): 715
SAT-Math (mean): 718
SAT-composite: 1433 (highest
ever)
SAT-Writing (mean): 710
ACT (mean): 31

Financial Aid Intent
Yes 55%

mid-50% verbal: 680-760
mid-50% math 680-760
mid-50% writing: 670-760

RACE
Asian 601
Black 221
Caucasian/Unknown 2,634
Hispanic 285
Native American 11
Foreign 249
International 253

FORD ADAMS/TUFTS DAILY

Students walk past Bendetson Hall, Tufts’ Admissions office. Tufts’ Class of 2010 boasts the highest mean SAT
score in Tufts history.

Romney signs health care bill into law Resolution addresses
ExCollege course credit
BY

ROB SILVERBLATT

Daily Editorial Board

After years of compromise
and debate, Massachusetts
Governor Mitt Romney yesterday signed into a law a sweeping health care bill designed to
virtually guarantee health coverage to the more than 500,000
uninsured residents in the state
by 2010.
The bill, which is being
hailed as one of the biggest
steps toward universal coverage
in United States history, has not
yet been finalized.
Romney vetoed eight provisions of the bill, an action that
drew strong criticism. The overall reaction to the bill, which
requires contributions from
both employers and individuals, however, has been overwhelmingly positive.
“As I see it, healthcare is a right,
not a privilege,” Democratic
State
Representative
Carl
Sciortino Jr. (LA ‘00), who is in
favor of the legislation, told the
Daily.

“I am very hopeful that this
will actually be a first in the
nation and put Massachusetts
in the forefront of providing
universal health care to its citizens and I think this can be a
national model,” he continued.
The bill, approved last
week by an impressive 1542 vote in the State House of
Representatives and a 37-0
decision in the State Senate,
aims to make Massachusetts
the first state in the nation to
provide universal health care.
The most important part
of the provision that Romney
vetoed requires employers who
do not currently pay for health
care for their employees and
employ eleven or more people
to contribute $295 per year, per
employee.
Sciortino says that this measure is essential to the success
of the bill.
“The Democratic-led legislature has achieved a delicate balance obtaining universal health
care,” he said. “You can’t take
out one of the legs of the stool
and have the stool still stand.”

Sciortino said that Romney
made a poor choice, especially
considering the Governor’s use
of the bill to generate national
attention.
“I think this is an embarrassment for Romney,” he said. “He’s
going to go around the country touting the Massachusetts
reform plan, but he [removed]
a key provision. It doesn’t work
without this provision.”
Aside from their necessity,
Sciortino also said that the provisions will help repair many
insurance-related inequalities.
Currently,
uninsured
residents can receive free
care using money from the
Uncompensated Care Pool,
which is funded by taxpayers
and employers who do offer
health care to their employees.
“In a sense, the $295 is leveling the playing field,” he said,
because people whose employers do not pay for insurance
still benefit from the pool.
“Their employees are still
going to the emergency room
see HEALTH CARE, page 4

Pre-Med students elected to national positions
BY JEREMY

WHITE

Contributing Writer

Two Tufts pre-med students
won national positions at a recent
meeting of the American Medical
Student Association (AMSA).
Senior Ashiyana Nariani,
president of the pre-med society
at Tufts and an active member
in AMSA, gained a spot on the
premedical division of AMSA’s
Board of Trustees for Tufts’
region, Region 1. Freshman Keith
Martin was elected as a national
representative for humanistic

medicine.
The ASMA, which held its
annual conference Mar. 29 - Apr.
2 in Chicago, is a student-governed organization which affords
medical students opportunities
for job experience and promotes
political advocacy in the professional health community.
Nariani’s post entails increasing awareness of the society and
supporting enrollment and funding.
Nariani first became involved
in the society as a freshman. She was intrigued by the

organization, which offered premed students something beyond
textbooks, labs and problem sets.
“It just hit me how much a
pre-med can do,” she said. “Premed takes up your life, but these
people have so much passion. It’s
huge that you’re able to make a
difference.”
After attending her first national convention in Washington, D.C.
as a freshman, Nariani decided to
become more involved.
“It’s far reaching. There’s so
see AMSA, page 2

BY SARAH

BUTRYMOWICZ

Senior Staff Writer

The Tufts Community Union
(TCU) Senate recently passed a
resolution asking for departments
to make “an open-minded evaluation” of whether Experimental
College courses can count for major
or distribution requirements.
On Mar. 12, the resolution passed
16 to three with one abstention.
“The resolution is not demanding anything,” said senior and senator Kate Drizos. “It is a student voice
requesting [they] look at classes.”
Saying that the ExCollege is a
“University-recognized program,”
and “has an extensive process by
which it selects courses deserving of credit,” the resolution asks
that departments that have rarely
approved ExCollege courses in
the past “reconsider the process
by which they evaluate relevant
courses.”
Students may petition any
department to have a course count
for credit. But Drizos, who is also
an assistant editor in the Daily’s
Arts department, hopes departments will consider adhering to the
current system, which has departments review ExCollege courses
before students must petition for
credit.
“The ExCollege, for other

DAILY FILE PHOTO

Interim
Political
Science
Department Chair Jeffrey Berry
departments, submits possible
courses [that may count for credit],” she said. “They used to submit
a list like this to the political science
department, but stopped” because
they received little attention.
Jeffrey Berry, interim chair of
the political science department,
maintains that students may
receive political science credit for
any course taken outside of the
department, including ExCollege

INSIDE

see CREDIT, page 2
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Students win national posts at ‘venue to initiate change’

POLICE BRIEFS
NOISE COMPLAINTS
NASTY
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TURN

On Mar. 31 at 12:30 a.m., the Tufts
University Police Department (TUPD)
received a noise complaint regarding a
house on Chetwynd Road. Both TUPD
and the Somerville Police Department
(SPD) responded to the call.
The police “tried numerous attempts
to contact the residents” so that they
would quiet down, TUPD Sergeant
Richard McConaghy said.
When the police were finally able to
reach the people in the house, most
of the people there had already left.
Those who remained were told to keep
the noise level down.
Less than an hour later, at 1:22 a.m.,
TUPD received another call complaining about the same house. TUPD and
SPD both arrived again.
“They saw the lights in the front
room had been turned off,” McConaghy
said.
The police could tell that people in
the front room were moving towards
the back of the house. When they went
to the back, they found people putting
empty beer cans in the trash can on
the porch.
When a police officer went to the
back to find out who lived there, a resident of the house shut the door in the
his face. The policeman knocked again
and asked to see this person’s identification, which she produced.
The incident has been forwarded to
the Dean of Students office.

WOMAN’S WALLET STOLEN,
ATM PIN INSIDE
A woman reported on Mar. 31 that
her wallet had been stolen from Mugar
Café the previous day some time
between 1:20 and 3:41 p.m.
Her black and brown Coach wallet,
which she thinks she left on a table in
the café, contained her Mastercard,
her American Express credit card, and
her Citizens’ Bank ATM card.
The day that the wallet was stolen,
someone attempted to use her ATM
card at the Jumbo convenience store,
but failed due to the entry of an invalid
pin number.
However, “a successful withdrawal
attempt occurred on the same day,”
McConaghy said. That attempt took
place at the Citizens’ Bank on Elm
Street.
The thief withdrew $300 from the
ATM, and the woman told the police
that her PIN number was written down
on a small piece of paper inside the
wallet.

CONFUSED STUDENT GOES
HOME TO THE WRONG
HOUSE
On Apr. 2 at 5:10 a.m., TUPD
received a call from the Medford Police
Department (MPD) regarding a student who was trying to enter the rear
door of a house on Winthrop Street.
“The resident called and said [somebody was] breaking in,” McConaghy
said. The student told the MPD that
he was trying to get into his dorm and
that he had been drinking earlier in the
evening.
The student was handed over to
TUPD officers. He was brought back to
his actual dorm and must make restitution on the door he was kicking to try
to get into the house.

AMSA
continued from page 1

much of an impact this organization has,”
Nariani said, citing recent student-led rallies for universal healthcare.
Freshman Keith Martin, a newcomer to
the pre-medical student community, also
attended this year’s Chicago convention
and was elected national representative
for humanistic medicine.
In his new role, Martin will be able to
focus on the aspect of medicine that drew
him to the field in the first place.
Martin had vacillated between medicine and a more humanities-oriented
career path, but he decided on the former
because of his interest in less conventional
methods of healing like yoga and acupuncture.
He believes such techniques have
therapeutic qualities, even if they are not

Senate resolution
suggests ExCollege
get their fair share
CREDIT
continued from page 1

courses and courses taken while abroad.
According to Berry, the course would then be
evaluated based on its reading list, the student’s
written work, and the credentials of the instructor.
Finally, the department would decide whether it measured up to department standards.
Berry asserted that these standards are rigorous, making the distinction between “public
affairs” classes and political science classes.
A public affairs class focuses on a “current
event or contemporary problem,” while political science courses “utilize methodology that
is rigorous and are tied to certain standards of
evidence and [are] typically theoretically ambitious,” Berry explained.
Having both worked for the ExCollege and
pursued a political science major, Drizos said
she has never seen an ExCollege class count
towards a Political Science major at Tufts.
“I’ve seen and taken some courses that I
was surprised [didn’t count],” Drizos said. “In
my own experience, these courses would have
been very helpful to me as a Political Science
major.”
One such course was “The Horse Race: The
Press and the Presidential Election” a course
offered in Fall 2004.
According to the ExCollege website, the class
used “the 2004 presidential campaign and election to assess how the press [performed] its
most important role, that of providing the public with full and accurate information.”
Drizos said “The Horse Race” was one of the
“most politically relevant” classes she has taken
at Tufts, but it did not count toward her Political
Science major.
Freshman Jennifer Bailey, a recently declared
Political Science major and a walk-on member
of the Senate Education Committte, is well
aware of the issue.
“There’s really interesting classes in the
ExCollege that I would take, if I had time,” she
said, but fulfilling the major requirements is her
first concern.
“It’s manageable but annoying,” Bailey said.
Were the resolution’s suggestions adopted,
the Political Science department would still
have concerns, according to Drizos.
ExCollege instructors would be required to
speak to the department, and the class’s reading list would need to include works by a political scientist.
Drizos acknowledges that the concerns are
fair. “[The resolution is] not demanding anything concrete; [it is] a very amicable request.”

“AMSA provides opportunities for med
students to get involved in issues they’re
passionate about and feel connected to
communities they’re working with,” Bhatt
said.
According to Bhatt, national conventions help galvanize members and bind
them more closely together in their collective pursuit of medical goals by fostering a
group atmosphere — especially important
for pre-med students, he said.
At this year’s annual convention, medical and pre-medical students from across
the nation voted on AMSA policy for a
host of health issues, including politically
charged topics such as stem cell research
and universal healthcare.
The students in attendance also voted
as a body to fill 100 spots on the numerous action committees that oversee and
execute AMSA’s various objectives.

considered part of the medical mainstream.
He aims to increase awareness of
humanistic medicine by bringing speakers to Tufts and organizing intercollegiate
retreats to further educate students.
Martin said that AMSA establishes the
framework for this type of advocacy, but
students must ultimately have the commitment to pursue what they view as
important.
“[AMSA] provides a
venue for people to initiate change if they
want to,” he said. “They’re going to give
you opportunities to [pursue your interests.]”
The association is America’s largest
independent organization for physiciansin-training, according to Jay Bhatt, newly
elected AMSA president and student at
the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic
Medicine.

Some applicants defy categories
DIVERSITY

said.
But Asian-Americans who avoid the
question, “particularly ones from the West
Coast, and the Cal system, probably don’t
identify themselves out of the worry that it
might be used against them,” he said. “But it
won’t be at Tufts.”
Coffin picked up six applications at random from accepted members of the class
of 2010. Among those six, one was from a
woman who left the race field blank, but
wrote that she spoke Spanish at home.
Two were from students who checked
both “Asian-American” and “other,” and,
later in the application, specified that they
were Pakistani.
This attests how difficult it is for some
students to describe themselves. Coffin
noted that Arabs or Iranians may have difficulty defining themselves according to the
narrow definitions.
He cited other difficult examples, such as
European Jewish students whose families
lived in South America and spoke Spanish.
Today’s students “look at themselves
much more pluralistically than the statistics
that are created,” he said. “And it’s becoming harder and harder to take any individual
student and put them into categories.”
“We see an increasing number of students who are biracial, multiracial, from
blended families of all sorts,” Coffin said.
Students who are of two or more ethnicities are classified by whichever racial group
is listed first, unless that first race happens
to be Caucasian.
Coffin said that there was certainly a
“group among the white kids” that check
all ethnicities that apply to them, even if
they are in extremely small fractions, or who
might check other.
Another group of kids “don’t like the
idea that racial categories matter,” Coffin
said. “They’re the ones that usually write
‘human.’”

continued from page 1

such problem would occur at Tufts because
“we count non-responders as among the
Caucasian/other category.”
But Coffin said that “there’s definitely a
change in the way students are describing
themselves.
“The numbers are only as accurate as the
students who check the boxes are,” he said.
“And an increasing number are choosing
not to.”
Coffin said that when the Admissions
office can define the ethnicity of students
who check “Other,” it does.
For instance, he said, some people check
“Other” and write in Irish, in which case the
student is put into the Caucasian categoryor they write “Indian,” and are put into the
Asian-American category.
The same goes for students who leave the
entire field on race blank, but indicate their
race elsewhere in their application — for
example, they write an essay about growing
up in a Korean-American family.
Among the 4003 individuals accepted
into the class of 2010, 530 are students who
are applying from within the United States
and whose race is unknown. This 13 percent
will be classified as “Caucasian/other.”
“The numbers that we report are underrepresenting the percentages,” Coffin said.
“30 percent of students admitted this year
are people of color — that does not include
people who didn’t self-identify as people of
color.”
Coffin did acknowledge that most of the
students of unknown race are indeed white.
He also indicated that many students of
unknown race seem as if they would be
counted as people of color from their names
and information.
He said that besides whites, the largest
group that seem to not identify a race is
Asian-Americans. “The Hispanics and the
African-Americans tend to self-identify,” he

FROM THE DAILY ARCHIVES | APRIL 13, 1988

Care for a condom with your pizza?
Associate Dean of Students Bruce
Reitman ordered that advertisements
with condoms or condom wrappers
attached to them would be banned
from the dining halls. Reitman’s statement was in response to table tent ads
sponsored by the student organization Celebrations — a division of Tufts
Student Resources.
Celebrations representations said
the ads were to promote safe sex, but
Reitman said he had received several

complaints from people who did not like
having condoms in front of them while
eating.
Celebrations students also complained about dining hall manager John
Wasserbroeher, who immediately threw
out many of the advertisements after
they were distributed. But Wasserbroeher
also allegedly refused to sign a Student
Vending Form for Celebrations, which
technically voided Celebration’s ad
request.

— compiled by Victoria Kabak
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40.34

11,129.97
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NASDAQ

4.33

2,314.68

Today
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Showers

Showers
57/45

Partly Cloudy
53/41

Partly Cloudy
51/39

Sunrise: 6:07 AM
Sunset: 7:23 PM
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Wednesday

Thursday

Mostly cloudy with showers likely in the morning...then partly
cloudy with a chance of showers
and thunderstorms in the afternoon.

Partly Cloudy
50/43

Partly Cloudy
54/44

Showers
61/47

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“

To me, that is a
significant step
toward socialism ... I’m
concerned about what’s
next.

”

Mass. Republican
Representative Jeffrey Perry
One of two House members
to vote against the universal
health care bill
see page 4
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CAMPUS COOKING

PETE MCKEOWN | DAILY TOWNIE

A Peaster meal for the
Sip on some Chrismukkah generation
Manischewitz
while you hunt for those eggs

Spring cleaning

PHOTOS AND TEXT BY ALEX DRETLER
AND JULIE BUCE
Daily Editorial Board and Daily Staff Writer

Despite the rise of multi-faith families (and the Chrismukkah
celebration of “The OC” fame), the celebrations of Easter and
Passover are rarely combined. Perhaps that’s because, with
the Easter and Passover Holidays so close together, cooking
two big meals can seem overwhelming. Instead of slaving in
the kitchen twice in one week, these recipes make a multicultural celebration — we’ve dubbed it “Peaster” — easy and
delicious.
As a main course for a Peaster celebration, lamb with
Manischewitz is the perfect fusion of traditional flavors of both
cultures. Lamb is featured in traditional Easter dishes but can still
be kosher for those celebrating Passover, while the Manischewitz
reduction provides a Jewish flair. As opposed to a typical dry red
wine, Manischewitz is sweet, so the reduction is particularly satisfying.
Lamb T-bones with a Manischewitz
Reduction Sauce
Ingredients
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 teaspoons minced shallots
1 clove garlic, minced
1/2 cup Manischewitz
1 teaspoon fresh rosemary, chopped
3/4 cups beef or lamb stock
4 lamb bone steaks
Black pepper
Kosher salt
Heat olive oil in a saucepan over medium heat. Add shallots to the pan and heat for one minute. Add garlic and sauté for
another minute. Add rosemary and Manischewitz, to deglaze the pan, and reduce until almost completely evaporated
(about four minutes). Add stock and season with pepper to taste. Simmer until reduced to about half a cup (about five
minutes). While sauce is simmering, preheat grill or pan to medium heat. The natural fat of the lamb will prevent the meat
from sticking. Season the steaks with salt and pepper and place on grill. Cook for about three minutes on each side. Pour
sauce over lamb to serve.

One of the best parts of the traditional Passover Seder
is haroset, the chutney-like matzo topping that symbolizes
the mortar the Jews used as slaves in Egypt. Enjoy it in your
Peaster meal and save the leftovers. It’s tasty enough to eat
by the spoonful, but pile it on top of matzo and you’ll get
through those eight days in no time.
This haroset is an original. Recipes vary greatly, so let your
imagination run wild. Feel free to experiment by adding other
fruits, nuts or spices such as cinnamon or nutmeg. The key
thing to keep in mind is the symbolism: Whatever your additions, haroset should look like mortar, but probably shouldn’t
taste like it.

Chocolate Chip Meringues
Haroset

Ingredients

Ingredients

4 egg whites
1/2 tsp. vanilla
1 cup sugar
Chocolate chips
Parchment paper

1 large crisp apple (or 2 small apples)
1 cup pecans
1 cup chopped sugared dates
1/2 cup Manischewitz (or grape juice for those under
21)
Chop apple and pecans into small pieces (apple chunks
should be somewhat larger than pecan). Place in large
bowl and add dates. Pour wine over mixture. Stir until
all fruit is fully coated in wine. Let soak for a little while
before serving. Haroset can be prepared the day before
and stored overnight in the refrigerator.

Pre-heat oven to 250 F. Beat egg whites until they form soft peaks.
Add sugar and beat until mixture forms stiff peaks. Fold in vanilla
and desired amount (we suggest one cup...or more) of chocolate
chips or nuts, etc. Cover baking tray with parchment paper. Spoon
mixture onto tray. Bake meringues in oven for one hour. Turn
oven off and let meringues sit inside for another hour. Meringues
should be crisp and dry when finished, so keep an eye on them:
Cooking times may vary based on oven.

Light, airy and completely flourless, meringues are the perfect dessert to top off your Peaster celebration. They’re easy to
make and can be amended as you see fit.
Have them plain, mix in some chocolate chips or chopped
pecans, even throw in M&M’s or Reese’s Pieces — they’ll be
delicious no matter what you decide.
Being purists and chocolate fanatics, we chose chocolate
chip meringues as the finishing touch for our Peaster celebration. One word of caution on this dessert: Prep time is 10
minutes or less, but baking takes around two hours, so get this
one in the oven before preparing the rest of your meal.

E

very year, right around the
beginning of April, my mother goes on a cleaning ram-

page. She attacks dust like Jack Bauer
attacks threats to national security,
only instead of having various pistols,
C4 and spy equipment in her handbag, she rocks out with dust cloths, a
lot of elbow grease and her vacuum of
justice.
Unfortunately, if dirt is the equivalent of terrorism, my house on College
Ave. might as well be bin Laden’s lair.
Jack Bauer (my mom) isn’t here to do
the dirty work, so the only way my
housemates and I can be rid of this
squalor is to step up and do it ourselves.
The first obvious problem with our
house was trash buildup. We got so lazy
at one point that the two small wastebaskets in the bathroom were not used
for things like floss, tissues and scraps
of paper; rather, they were overflowing
with calzone boxes, beer bottles and
Chinese food leftovers.
Our common room was reminiscent
of the aftermath at Chernobyl, and
there had to have been radiation based
on the stunted growth of a certain
roommate in that vicinity.
Our basement is literally the foulest place in the Greater Boston area,
and about 200 people will still come to
party and not think twice.
The thing that really put me over
the top, though, was that when I went
to carry a barrel full of trash outside,
about a half-gallon of “trash juice” fell
on my exposed leg. I now need to get
tested for six different STDs, and I
think the flesh-eating virus is making
its way up my quads.
The bedrooms of the house are the
easiest to maintain, but a few of my
roommates apparently wanted to perform a rendition of the “Barforama”
scene from “Stand by Me” to the chagrin of their belongings.
Inebriation does some funny things
to people, and apparently, my roommates figured they’d save our toilet
some trouble by vomiting in their own
respective rooms.
The first roommate mistook his soup
bowl for a puke bucket, and he woke
up with a bowl whose contents looked
disturbingly similar to the soup found
at Carmichael on Wednesday nights.
The other roommate aimed for his
shoe and succeeded, but the sheer
amount of puke caused a splatter effect
that can only be compared to trying to
pour a full gallon of water into a solo
cup from the top of a ladder.
The stain looked like a mix between
Carrot Top’s hair and a bottle of V-8. It
was also permanent.
It had to be cut out with a Swiss
Army knife, and now the carpet has a
four-by-eight square missing and has
since been covered by a welcome mat
from my house that has purple and
pink butterflies on it. Pimp.
Mr. Clean attempted to clean our
bathroom. Now he has a mullet, full
facial hair and showers bi-weekly. The
problem in our bathroom is leakage.
The toilet apparently is a devout
Catholic and gave up flushing correctly
for Lent. Our plunger has seen more
see TOWNIE, page 4
Pete McKeown is a junior majoring in
English. He can be reached at peter.
mckeown@tufts.edu.
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The townie cleans up his act... or at least makes an attempt

CITY BRIEFS
RAT PROBLEM
SOMERVILLE
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EAST

“We’re being overrun,” Somerville
Alderman at Large Dennis Sullivan told
the Somerville Journal. “It’s a battle, and I
think [the rats] are winning.”
According to the Somerville Journal,
a rat infestation in East Somerville has
become so severe that residents are freezing food before putting it in the trash.
“They are bold. They are coming out
during the day now,” Florence Street
resident Ray Humes told the Journal.
“They will stare you down. ... They are
not afraid.”
Rats have also been found in a school
in East Somerville, and residents in the
area are becoming accustomed to seeing
rats scampering around outside their
homes.
Sullivan said that the city cannot wait
to address this issue and that it poses a
health risk.
Health Director Noreen Burke told the
Journal that part of the problem stems
from improper storage of garbage.
City enforcers will be out in Somerville
issuing tickets to residents who do not
seal their trash properly.

SCAMS IN MEDFORD HAVE
RESIDENTS UNNERVED
Recent scams in Medford have police
warning residents to be on the lookout
for suspicious behavior.
According to the Medford Transcript,
the most recent scam involved a girlfriend and boyfriend who went doorto-door saying they needed money to
fill a prescription. By the time they were
caught, police said they had made at
least $85.
“What really concerns us is that you
can’t rule out that they may have just
been trying to get a look at the house,
and maybe find out just who lives
there,” a Medford Police Officer told the
Transcript, saying that people may be
scoping out potential targets for future
robberies.
Two men in Malden lost over $7,000
in another type of scheme, in which they
received a call asking them for clearance
money to access the jackpot of a phony
lottery. Medford Police told residents to
be weary of this scam, as well.
Medford Police tell residents not to
give money to suspicious people and to
be careful when being solicited.

DEVELOPMENT EXPERT TO
HELP WITH SOMERVILLE
EFFORTS
Urban development expert Doug
Foy has volunteered to work with
Somerville in planning development
projects of Assembly Square.
According to the Somerville Journal,
Foy, who was formerly the Secretary of
Commonwealth Development under
Governor Romney, will help the city
take crucial steps in resolving legal
problems and zoning laws that have
hindered development of Assembly
Square.
“Doug Foy is one of the nation’s leading experts in smart growth planning
... and we’re incredibly fortunate to
have access to his wisdom and advice
as we map out a sustainable, balanced,
long-term development agenda for the
city of Somerville,” Somerville mayor
Joseph Curtatone said in a press
release.
— compiled by Bruce Hamilton from
the Somerville Journal and the Medford
Transcript.

TOWNIE
continued from page 3

action than Wilt Chamberlain and has
had to deal with more crap than A-rod
at Fenway.
With newspapers and magazines
strewn about the floor, the toilet’s
hideous water somehow caused a few
caused a few pages of the Tufts Daily
to stick to the floor as if it were a paper
mache project.
No reading material? Look about
three feet forward and you can catch
up on the men’s basketball title run
— it’s plastered onto the tiles.
Ours is the only bathroom I’ve ever
been in where it’s even gross to wear
your ratty shower sandals.
I’m considering resorting back
to my old-school BK Knights so I

can brush my teeth without being
infected.
If I were at home, my bathroom
would be spotless and smell of rich
lemony goodness instead of the
remnants of putrid, old beef on a
stick.

At home, I never have to worry
about waking up and finding a pile
of throw up behind my couch or in
my microwave (unless, of course,
the Sox or Pats are in the playoffs;
then it’s a 50-50 shot).

Also, I am privileged to say that my
family prides itself on comforting, padded toilet paper. Toilet paper is more
of a myth than a reality at school, and
there’s no worse feeling than Hodgdon’s
napkins as a substitute.
At home, I never have to worry about
waking up and finding a pile of throw
up behind my couch or in my microwave (unless, of course, the Sox or Pats
are in the playoffs; then it’s a 50-50
shot).
In general, being at home means
being comfortable and clean, like normal human beings, and that is a luxury
I have come to relish.
But then again, if I lived at
home,
I
wouldn’t
have
anything
funny
to
look
back
on.

Mass. health care bill signed; hailed as imporant step
HEALTH CARE
Continued from page 4

and their coverage is paid for by taxpayers and by employers who pay for health
insurance,” he said. “That subsidy is in
the amount of $295 per employee.”
Sciortino said that he expects the
House and Senate to override Romney’s
veto. The Governor’s press office could
not be reached by press time to comment on this possibility.
Apart from the mandatory employer
contributions, the new health care bill
also requires Massachusetts citizens
who can afford health care to purchase
it.
Those who do not will be subject to
tax penalties.
State citizens living under the Federal
Poverty Level will be eligible for the new
Commonwealth Care Health Insurance
Program, which will give them access to
free health care.
Citizens that are above the Federal
Poverty Level, but by less than 300 percent, will be provided insurance on a
sliding scale.
According to Sciortino, this combination of employer and employee responsibility is necessary.
“This bill balances the goal of universal health care by requiring universal
responsibility, and universal responsibility in this bill includes the government, individuals, and the business sector,” he said.
Not all legislators, however, are convinced of the necessity of such measures. According to Republican State
Representative Daniel Webster, one of
the two House members who voted
against the bill, the legislation sends a
bad signal to businesses.
“I think we’re sending the wrong message to businesses in Massachusetts
right now if we’re going to further tax
them. We’re losing jobs in Massachusetts
right now and not creating new ones,”
Webster told the Daily.
Republican Representative Jeffrey
Perry, the other House member to vote
against the bill, feels that the legislation
is an inappropriate governmental intrusion.
“I don’t know where in society we
reach the point where government has
the power and ability to mandate to
businesses what kind of fringe benefits
[they give] to employees,” he told the
Daily.
He said that incentives would be a
much more effective way to accomplish reform than the current system of

penalties.
“I think it’s inherently wrong for the
government to use the power of the government when they haven’t even made a
good-faith effort to use positive incentives to get individuals to solve their
own problems,” he said.
Perry said that tax breaks to those
who purchase insurance would be preferable to the current plan. “[We] could
have encouraged businesses to provide
insurance and encouraged individuals
to buy it on their own by having tax benefits,” he said.

“

This bill balances the goal of universal
health care by requiring
universal responsibility,
and universal responsibility in this bill includes
the government, individuals, and the business
sector.

”

Carl Sciortino Jr. (LA ‘00)
Democratic State
Representative

He said that this bill also sets a dangerous precedent. “To me, that is a significant step toward socialism ... I’m
concerned about what’s next,” he said.
Others feel that the bill may not go
far enough. According to Dr. Margaret
Higham, the Medical Director at The
Tufts University Health Services, the
health care available to lower income
citizens would still be inferior to the
insurance accessible to the wealthy.
Higham said that in an ideal situation,
everybody would have the same access.
“It’s going to be different for people at
the bottom of the spectrum,” she said.
“I think it all has to be brought to the
middle, but that includes limiting benefits at the top.”
Other parts of the bill include attempts
to make health care more practical and
affordable for the 19-26 year-old population through the Commonwealth Health
Insurance Connector.
According to Sciortino this is one way

bring this age group into the system.
“This population is often the population
that is reluctant to buy health insurance,” he said.
Higham said that this provision is
more likely to help young adults in that
age group who do not attend college.
“It’s the kids that aren’t in college [in]
this age group that lack coverage. They
lack totally,” she said. College students
are already required to have insurance
in Massachusetts and most colleges provide affordable options.
Despite all of its goals, however, it is
unlikely that the legislation will lead to
100 percent coverage, but more likely
approximately 95 percent.
Funds will still be available for the
uninsured. The current Uncompensated
Care Pool will be replaced by the Health
Safety Net Fund.
According to Democratic State
Representative Patricia Walrath, the
House Chair of the Joint Committee on
Health Care Financing, as more people
become insured, less money will need to
go into that fund.
Walrath said that the exact amount
of money available in future years following the creation of the fund will be
a budgetary consideration. “[The funding] will go down each year. But again
that would be subject to the budget
because that money goes in as a budget
contribution each year,” she told the
Daily.
The funds available will decrease by
$110 million in 2008 and an additional
$180 million in 2009.
According to Perry, such funds will
always be abused, especially for those
who do not fill out a tax return, either
because they are here illegally or for
other reasons.
“If you’re not filing a state income
tax return...[there will] be no enforcement mechanism to get you to purchase
health insurance but you’ll still have
access to the hospitals because they’re
not going to deny anybody emergency
health care, and those are the individuals who are going to get access to the
free pool,” he said.
According to Sciortino, the process is
not expected to work out flawlessly. “I
think we all expect there will be bumps
in the road and will address them as
they come along,” he said.
He said that if all goes well, this bill
could create a national model for other
states to follow. “I think that people are
going to be watching with a lot of interest as to how this unfolds.”
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COURTESY LUKE BROWN

And the award for Best Achievement in Costume Design goes to... a few of senior Luke Brown’s costume sketches from this fall’s “School for Scandal.”

Dramatis personae expanded
BY

KATE DRIZOS

Daily Editorial Board

At Tufts, it’s common to see students
dedicating a large part of their afternoons, evenings and sometimes dawns
to their extracurricular activities. For
every one of your friends that is a Tisch
Reading Room devotee, there is an
equally enthusiastic LCS tutor or Class
Council member.
The theater community at Tufts provides an excellent example of that subspecies of students whose curricular and
extracurricular interests are engaged in
an unending battle with one another.
While those seen on stage during any
given production immediately strike us
as gluttons for exceedingly late evenings
in the Balch Arena Theater, surely we’re
not so naïve as to think that the actors
who grace the Arena stage are the only
ones who burn the midnight oil for the
sake of the thespian arts. Did the sets
and costumes make themselves? Were
the sound cues simply a fortuitous accident?
Each production put on in the Arena
requires a cast of characters of another
sort: the production staff. In this edition
of Weekender, The Daily peeks behind
the curtain of secrecy that surrounds
these integral members of the Tufts theater community.
Is that your production staff or are you
just happy to see me?
The production staff (p-staff ) of any
given show is made up of the behindthe-scenes workers whose roles range
from that of stage manager to producer
to choreographer to set, sound, lighting, makeup, costume or hair designer,
among others.
In most department shows (that is,
the three shows per year produced by
the Department of Drama and Dance),
the students on the p-staff work under
a faculty mentor. The mentor accompanies his or her student apprentice to
p-staff meetings and gives the student
a second opinion for design ideas. On
the other hand, for student-run theater
groups like Torn Ticket II, Bare Bodkin or
Pen, Paint & Pretzels, students are their
own bosses.
At the beginning of a production, the
members of the p-staff will “sit down
with the director to look at the angle
they’re looking at,” said junior Brian
Smith, one of Tufts’ resident producers.
At this session, the director talks about

COURTESY OF JASON KARP

Student carpenters construct part of the set for 2003’s “Doctor Faustus”
his or her “overall concept for the show,”
said senior Luke Brown, who has worked
as a costume, hair and makeup designer.
From that initial meeting, each member
of the p-staff develops and ultimately
creates his or her piece of the show.
Lighten up; it’s just fashion
For Brown, the first step is to “gather
inspirational research based on what the
director’s concept is.” Brown has worked
as the costume designer for several
Tufts productions, including “School for
Scandal,” “Hay Fever,” “Metamorphoses,”
“Little Shop of Horrors” and “Trojan
Women,” and as assistant costume
designer for “Monster” and “Parade.”
After he gathers research, Brown maps
out and presents inspirations from fashion magazines and other sources on
research boards. Then, after submitting
rough sketches based on his design concept, said Brown, “All my final renderings are due to show to the cast at a
design presentation.”
The existence of the Costume Shop
on the bottom floor of Aidekman means
that Brown and his fellow Shop employees are able to construct some of the
pieces in-house. Because of limited
time, however, “you can only build so
many ‘looks,’” said Brown.

Thus, the Shop is utilized to build
costumes that seem too unique to find
elsewhere or to make garments meant
to fit non-standard sizes. Additional costumes must come from “preexisting garments that best capture the spirit of the
rendering,” said Brown. These typically
come from nearby universities or from
costume houses from which Tufts rents
each piece it needs.
Due to the variables involved in trying
to locate these garments, the designer
must “constantly make design choices
from the rendering to the time each costume gets on stage,” Brown said.
Mary Chapin Karp-enter
Arena-turned-Mount Olympus, Arenaturned-Vietnam, Arena-turned-suburban St. Louis inheritance, Arena-turnedblank slate for Jesus parable: senior Jason
Karp has seen it all. Karp’s experience as
a carpenter for every department show
since he arrived (save the very first) truly
qualifies him as a behind-the-scenes aficionado, whether that experience came
in the form of assistant technical director for “School for Scandal,” as co-technical director for “Corpus Christi” and
“Ring Around the Moon” or as technical
director for “Metamorphoses,” “Parallel
Lives,” and this month’s “Hair.”

As a carpenter, Karp works at the
Scene Shop on 66 Colby Street and in
the Arena itself to help construct the
sets required for each production. Karp
describes the technical director as the
person “in charge of transforming the
[set] designer’s plan into reality.”
More specifically, he explained, technical directors use AutoCAD, a computer-aided drafting program to turn the
set designer’s sketches into formal blueprints. From there, they “manage the
budget, the resources, and manage the
entire construction process until [the set
is] built,” said Karp.
Because the Arena is so frequently
in use, sets must be built off-site at the
aforementioned Set Shop. “When you’re
not building directly in a space, you
build modually,” said Karp.
In other words, the construction crews
build each part of the set in smaller
pieces and then transport those pieces
on “load-in” day (usually about a week
before the show’s opening) to the Arena
and set them up there. Once the set is in
place, the technical director “works 24
hours a day to make sure the set’s fine”
as actors begin interacting with it, Karp
explained.
As a technical director at Tufts, Karp
works with a crew of carpenters and
often builds pieces himself as well. “You
could be a technical director and never
lift a finger, or you could be a technical
director and do it all yourself,” he said.
Following the closing night of a production, “as soon as the house doors
close” the technical director is also in
charge of directing set strike, said Karp,
referring to the aptly named process of
swiftly and often brutally removing the
set from the Arena.
With these considerations in mind,
of the biggest challenges of next week’s
production of “Hair” may in fact be the
deconstruction and subsequent loadout of the 1972 Volkswagen bus Karp
found on Craigslist and incorporated
into the musical’s set.
There’s no business like show business
Behind-the-scenes work is, of course,
hardly limited to construction. For those
disinclined toward hemming or heavy
lifting, there are the more titularly esoteric roles of stage manager or producer.
Sophomore Jen Scherck has stage
managed for both department and nondepartment productions, including “A
see FEATURE, page 9
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What’s on this weekend
Thursday, April 13

Friday, April 14

Saturday, April 15

CLUBS AND BARS

CLUBS AND BARS

CLUBS AND BARS

ABBEY LOUNGE
Main Stage | 9 pm | Tullamores,
Josh Buckley, Summer Villains,
Satch Kerans & the Riverboys,
Pub Stage | 7 pm | Bunco Men,
Battleship Ireland

ABBEY LOUNGE
Main Stage | 9 pm | Konks,
Spinns, Black Clouds, Imaginary
Icons, Pub Stage | 7 pm | Seth
Gooby, Chad Verbeck

ABBEY LOUNGE
Main Stage | 9 pm | Scotch
Rocks, Blanketeer, Duresse,
Foundations, Pub Stage | 7 pm |
Farmhands, Gabriel Mirieles

CANTAB LOUNGE
Upstairs | Little Joe Cook & the
Thrillers, Downstairs | DJ Joey
Demers

CLUB PASSIM
Geoff Muldaur

THE BURREN
Front Room | 10 pm |
“Traditional Irish Music” |
Back Room | 10 pm | Swinging
Johnsons
CANTAB LOUNGE
ChickenSlacks
HANNAH’S
Reggae and house with guest
DJs
JOHNNY D’S
“Chick Singer Night”
KIRKLAND CAFE
“Somerville Jazz Festival” with
And People & Crocodiles, Rollo
Tomasi Quartet, Matt Claughs,
Hammertoe
MIDDLE EAST
Upstairs | Abagail Warchild, the
Beat Awfuls, Age Rings, Lycaon
Pictus, | Downstairs | Emergenza
Festival with the Indefinite
Article, Elena James Band, Only
Way Out, Below Average, Sunset
Rally, Nobody’s Hero, Prospect
Hill, Melodesiac, Ara Vora
ORLEANS
DJ Ren Justice
P.A.’S LOUNGE
Yoni Gordon & the Goods,
Speed of Things, Bread & Roses
THEATER
ROAD HOME: RE-MEMBERING
AMERICA, THE
The Huntington Theatre
Company presents Marc Wolf’s
latest solo show | Stanford
Calderwood Pavilion at the
Boston Center for the Arts,
527 Tremont St, Boston |
617.266.0800 | March 24–April
30 | Curtain 7:30 pm Tues-Thurs
[no April 4] + 2 pm Wed [April 5
+ 12 + 26] | 8 pm Fri | 2 pm [no
April 8] + 8 pm Sat | 2 pm [no
March 26] + 7 pm Sun [March
26 + April 2 + 23] | $55-$60.

HONG KONG
Top 40, hip-hop, rock, & club
classics with M.C. Renn
THE INDEPENDENT
“Mash Ave”
JOHNNY D’S
Soul Band
KIRKLAND CAFE
Lars Vegas, Mary Bliven, Danika
Fox, Mickey Bliss Organ Combo
LIZARD LOUNGE
8 pm | “Soul Low” with Dan
Fram, 9:30 pm | Eilen Jewel
Band, Tastes Like Gravy String
Band, Whoa! Man! Jesus!
MIDDLE EAST
“The 2006 WBCN Rock ‘n’ Roll
Rumble”
P.A.’S LOUNGE
Piles, Kiss Me Deadly, Blanks.,
Amoroso
TOAST
“Dyke Night Goes Retro” 80s,
new wave with DJ Susan Esthera
THEATER
CHRISTINE JORGENSEN REVEALS
The Theater Offensive brings
to town the Off Broadway
production of playwright/performer Bradford Louryk’s play.
| BCA Calderwood Pavilion,
527 Tremont St, Boston |
617.933.8600 | April 6-29 |
Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs | 8 pm
Fri-Sat | 3 pm Sun | $34-$39.
DANCE

COMEDY

CRITICAL MOVES
with Terese Freedman, Jim
Coleman, Zack Fuller, Lacina
Coulibaly, Nell Breyer | 8 pm |
Green Street Studios, 185 Green
St, Cambridge | $16; $12 |
617.864.3191

COMEDY CONNECTION AT
KOWLOON
Tracy Morgan | Saugus

DAGOMBA AND EWE DANCE
with David Locke, Agbekor
Drum and Dance Society at Tufts

GREEN STREET GRILL
“Live Salsa Party” with Kilombo
Mambo
JOHNNY D’S
Love Dogs
KIRKLAND CAFE
Buckners, Midnight 7, Din, Beat
Preachers

COURTESY JEFF BEERS

From left: Jake Maccoby, Will Shaw, Jeremy Price and Caitlin
Johnson in a scene from the 3Ps spring minor “The Dining Room.”

FEATURED LISTING
THERE’S ALWAYS ‘ROOM’ FOR MORE AT THIS DINNER TABLE

MIDDLE EAST
“Emergenza Festival” with
Lucas Carpenter, Bird Mancini,
Murder Weapon, Kidnapkin,
Nowhere USA, Locksmiths, Fun,
Stronghold in Siam
ORLEANS
DJ Gabe
P.A.’S LOUNGE
Senator Whatley, Wendi Faren,
Wack Ass Egyptians, Presley,
Jake & the Jakes, Mercy James
Gang, Lusting Kay, Three Sheets,
Alive with Pleasure
REDLINE
10 pm | DJ Cherry
SALLY O’BRIEN’S
“Honkytonk Night” with Dave
Sanarcci
THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB
DJ Sean

Instead of heading to Dewick or Carmichael tonight, take a trip to
"The Dining Room." The spring minor production of Tufts' Pen, Paint
& Pretzels, a play written by A. R. Gurney, is an intricate examination of family dynamics in the dying WASP culture of the American
Northeast.
The play debuted in 1982 and earned Gurney a Pulitzer Prize nomination and widespread recognition as a playwright. Comprised of a
series of scenes that take place in various dining rooms (all represented
on a single set), "The Dining Room" spans a wide array of issues, time
periods, and characters.
The real fun, however, comes from the fact that the play's cast of
eight actors must play a total of 57 roles between them. "It gives a
great opportunity for some wonderful character acting," said senior
Aristotle Kousakis, the play's director here at Tufts. "Characters come
in and out of the room, often changing age, social class and time
period in mere moments."
The unique structure of "The Dining Room" makes it compelling to
watch, because the focus is truly on the interaction between the characters. This element can also be challenging for actors, but Kousakis says the
cast of the Tufts production is talented enough to handle the huge spectrum of roles. “The cast is all really animated," he said. "I wanted to make
this production about them and their relationships to one another."
"The Dining Room" will be performed in the Balch Arena Theater
at 7:00 and 9:30 p.m. this evening, and admission is free.
— Hannah Ehrlich

THEATER
TALLEY’S FOLLY
Lanford Wilson’s Pulitzer Prize
winner is set in St. Louis at the
height of World War II | Lyric
Stage Company of Boston,
140 Clarendon St, Boston |
617.585.5678 | March 24–April
22 | Curtain 2 pm [March 29,
April 19] + 7:30 pm Wed-Thurs
| 8 pm Fri | 4 + 8 pm Sat | 3 pm
Sun | $20-$45.
MUSIC
MAI CRAMER MEMORIAL REAL
BLUES FESTIVAL
With Ronnie Earl & The Broadcasters,
Sugar Ray & The Bluetones, David
Maxwell, Michelle Willson, 2120
South Michigan Avenue, Peter Ward

FEATURED LISTING
COMEDIAN IS ‘COOKING’ UP PUERILE COMEDY AT THE
GARDEN
The only two things separating Dane Cook from the other topgrossing comic of today, Larry the Cable Guy (and Health Inspector?),
are marginally more original jokes and T-shirts with sleeves.
Luckily for both of them, there are enough 15-year-old boys
in the country with an insatiable appetite for lowbrow comedy
that both of these fart joke auteurs can easily pack a club. In fact,
Cook has gone far beyond clubs; he's playing two shows at the TD
Banknorth Garden on Saturday, April 15 (at 7:00 and 10:30 p.m.),
and tickets go for anywhere between $30 and $100 a pop. On top
of the stadium-sized crowd, the show is also being filmed by HBO.
So, no pressure, Dane.
If you're one of those people who doesn't think jokes about
Burger King and monkey battles are funny, there's a Jonathan
Safran Foer book reading for you later in the week. Snob.
— JGregory Connor

Write a Viewpoint for
The Tufts Daily
Submissions welcomed from all members of the
Tufts community. Send 700- to 1,000-word pieces to
viewpoints@tuftsdaily.com.
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ALBUM REVIEWS

These latest dance comps will surely get you all ‘FiredUp!’
Moby was right:
apparently people
still listen to techno
BY JOHN

REED

Daily Staff Writer

If you think that techno is
a dead letter today, nearly as
dated as a circa-1999 Ricky
Martin ditty, you’re more than a
tad off-base. Sure, hip-hop rules
the airwaves and many nightclubs, but the sounds of techno
and trance still reign at many
nocturnal spots.
As such, a slew of dance and
hip-hop compilations pop up
every week, and trying to decipher which is worth the cash
can be challenging. The following are some of the more interesting products worthy of your
auditory attention that will turn
any house party into a Boston
nightclub-style hotspot.
“ThriveMix01,” mixed by Mike
Rizzo and St. John, Thrive
Records
With its interesting song selections and mixes, “ThriveMix01”
has the benefit of the talents
of a bevy of spin-masters who
get to boast their remix skills.
Lenny B. does some great work
re-tuning “Turnin’ Me On,” one
of Nina Sky’s less successful follow-ups to club favorite “Move
Ya Body.”
Kelly Clarkson’s pop megahit, “Since U Been Gone,” has
always possessed a catchy hook
but is not really a dance number. However, a drum machinelaced makeover from Jason
Nevins adds a new grooved tex-

ULTRA RECORDS AND TOMMY BOY RECORDS

What seems like a cheap advertising ploy is actually a sociological study sponsored by Ultra Records investigating whether sex really does sell, but what
they don’t know is the “realness” of a club is directly correlated with the amount of graffiti on the wall.
ture to the song without losing
any of the “glad you’re out of my
life” sentiments that endeared it
to so many who have been, well,
dumped.
Other “ThriveMix” highlights are the club remix of DJ
Sammy’s (best known for 2002’s
“Heaven”) “Why,” Basement
Jaxx’s scorching club edit of their
“Oh My Gosh!,” and Furious F.’s
extended mix of D.H.T.’s take on
“Listen To Your Heart,” mainly because he’s done the near
impossible by making what was
once Heart’s bland ‘80s power

ballad bearable.
“UltraDance.07,” Mixed by Bad
Boy Joe and Johnny Budz, Ultra
Records
“UltraDance.07” is, unlike
“ThriveMix,” more of a mixed
bag of genres. While we get
another dance makeover gift
from Kelly Clarkson ( Jason
Nevins club mix of “Because
of You”), the set ventures into
harder terrain. A revved-up mix
of The Killers’ “Mr. Brightside”
is interesting but won’t endear
itself to hardcore Killers fans.

Icons and survivors from the
‘80s, Depeche Mode and Duran
Duran both recently made valiant efforts to rekindle their old
magic with new songs entitled
“Precious” and “What Happens
Tomorrow,” respectively. While
the tracks were not overly
successful, the “UltraDance”
revamping of “Precious” echoes
classic Depeche Mode, who
actually perfected the synth
dance stuff themselves decades
ago. Duran Duran’s track, however, is not appealing and is,
like many a Duran song (but

certainly not all), a tad disposable.
The inclusion of a Red Bullinjected “Lose My Breath”
from Destiny’s Child is the set’s
standout as Peter Rauhofer all
but eliminates the school band
drum riff that nearly ruined the
song’s original mix, fusing the
song’s elements into the dance
floor-burner it always should
have been.
“Fired Up! 3,” Mixed by various
see DANCE, page 8

JILL HARRISON | TRAVELING LUSH

WEEKENDER INTERVIEW | DOUG ATCHISON & KEKE PALMER

Writer/director and star talk about new ‘Bee’-list movie
Daily staffer and screen star swap spelling secrets learned through experience
BY

MELISSA LEE

Daily Staff Writer

The Ritz-Carlton hotel is not a place
I frequent, so my apprehension over
entering this luxurious hotel for the
first time ever was understandable. That
uncertainty grew even more because I
was interviewing the two most important people from the upcoming Lions
Gate release, “Akeelah and the Bee”:
director/screenwriter Doug Atchison
and lead actor Keke Palmer.
Considering that the interview was
held in such an extravagant hotel, I
almost expected Atchison to be wearing a stuffy suit and tie. Instead, he just
looked and acted like a laidback, average
guy in a button-down shirt and slacks.
On the other hand, my image of Palmer
was that of her character in “Akeelah”:
an ordinary 12-year-old girl. Palmer was
incredibly poised and mature beyond
her years, perhaps as a result of all her
experience in Hollywood.
When most girls Palmer’s age are
gearing up for to enter junior high,
Palmer has already appeared in various television shows, such as “Law &
Order: Special Victims Unit” and “ER,”
three made-for-TV movies, and a major
motion picture (2004’s “Barbershop 2:
Back in Business”). She was the youngest actor ever nominated for a Screen
Actors’ Guild award for a leading role,
an honor she garnered for her performance in 2004’s television movie, “The
Wool Cap,” in which she starred opposite William H. Macy. And, as if that isn’t
enough, Palmer is also releasing a CD
this summer.
“Akeelah and the Bee,” due out nationwide on Apr. 28, is Atchison’s first movie
with a major production company. The
film tells the story of Akeelah Anderson,
an inner-city girl who beats the odds
to compete in the prestigious Scripps
National Spelling Bee. Having experienced the Bee before, I had an engaging

Through a looking
glass sober

B

efore I even make my point
this week (if I even make one),
I have to tell you a story that

was too funny to leave out. If I had the time
to change the whole column around it, I
would have. My roommate taught me an
important lesson this week — Pabst Blue
Ribbon (PBR) will respond to drunken e-

LIONS GATE FILM

Keke Palmer asks director Doug Atchison why her character doesn’t just use spell check.

mails — thereby opening up a whole new
realm of possibilities for activities to do

discussion with the director and star.
Question:
So this movie is really
different from your last movie, right?
(“The Pornographer” [1999])
Doug Atchison: Yeah, I don’t talk about
that movie too much when we’re talking about this movie [“Akeelah and the
Bee”]. My friends and I were actually
just talking about this. That was a lowbudget independent film that we made
that was not a theatrical film, but it did
well in theaters. But this [“Akeelah”] was
a project we’ve been trying to make for
over ten years.
Q: So what made you excited to direct
this movie?
DA:
Well, I wrote it. I wrote the film
in ‘99 after having thought about it for

four or five years, because I saw the
[Scripps] National Spelling Bee on ESPN
in 1994 and thought it would be a great
subject matter to make a film about.
And then I went to the USC film
school, which is in South L.A.; I had
some affinity for the neighborhood and
for the kids there, and I wanted to tell a
story about one of those kids who had
the intelligence and the ability to do
this [participate in a national spelling
bee competition] but not the encouragement or the access or the resources...
And so it’s something I just thought
about and thought about and thought
about for a long, long time, and in ‘99
I wrote the script, and in 2000, it won
the Nicholl Fellowship in screenwriting [$30,000 prize awarded to amateur
see AKEELAH, page 8

drunk while waiting for Domino’s to deliver
at 3 a.m.
Said roommate was angry that PBR does
not include the alcohol content of their
beer on their packaging, so she sent the
following e-mail: “I don’t wanna sound like
a big tool, but we were wondering tonight
what the exact alcohol content of pbr is.
We looked everywehre on your cans and
on the box of the 30 we got and failed to
find anything. So yea you should know this
see LUSH, page 9
Jillian Harrison is double majoring in history and archeology. She can be reached
via e-mail at Jillian.Harrison@tufts.edu,
just not on Friday, Saturday and Tuesday
nights.
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WEEKENDER | ALMOST FAMOUS: CELEBRITY LOOKALIKES AT TUFTS

Who's the Baus(trian)?
The Daily finally gets classy this week with its lookalike. One of senior Andrew Margules' pals eagerly e-mailed us to let us know that she and her friends had made an amazing discovery: their buddy looked just like the Austrian composer Franz Schubert! We scoured the Internet for photos of Schubby but, unfortunately, he died in 1823 — all we
could find were oil paintings! Luckily, Andrew didn't have to sit for a portrait — the Daily's office, while rudimentary, at least has digital camera capability. While we're filled to
the brim with pop culture knowledge here, we're lacking in the turn of the 19th century classical music knowledge. And while Andrew has some previous musical prowess, we
just couldn't cut it, so instead of an informed interview, we've enclosed a list of important dates in Schubert's life.

FRANZ SCHUBERT, AUSTRIAN COMPOSER

Important dates in Schubert's life:

ANDREW MARGULES, TUFTS SENIOR

January 31, 1797 — Schubert is born
1808 — Received as a scholar at the Convict
1813 — First symphony
1814 — First opera: Des Teufels Lustschloss
1815 — Most prolific year of Schubert's career:
second symphony in B-flat, a third symphony in
D major, two Masses in G and B-flat, a new Dona
Nobis for the Mass in F, a Stabat Mater and a Salve
Regina
1823 — Schubert’s first song cycle: Die schöne
Müllerin, after poems by Wilhelm Müller
November 19, 1828 — Schubert dies

KARADAR.COM

MIKE CONROY/TUFTS DAILY

Do you always get mistaken for James
Spader? Does your roommate look like Andie
MacDowell's long-lost twin? Send us your own
spitting images at dailyarts@gmail.com

Palmer’s star shines so bright that she’s almost bioluminescent
AKEELAH

just getting there is a major accomplishment.

continued from page 7

screenwriters], which is a screenwriting
competition put on by the Academy [of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences]...And
it [“Akeelah”] was one of five winners out
of about 4,300 scripts, and that was what
started the ball rolling in getting the film
made; that’s why I talked to Sid Ganis
[Sidney Ganis, one of “Akeelah”’s producers].
And I wanted to direct the film because
I wanted to preserve the integrity of the
film; a lot of people would buy the film
and change it into something other than
what it was, but I didn’t want that to happen. I also thought I would do a pretty
good job.
So we just stuck at it, and finally,
Lions Gate who has a record of giving
newer filmmakers opportunities, gave
me the opportunity — along with 2929
[Productions] — to make the movie the
way I wanted to make it.

Q: Yeah, so I really kind of related to the
film. I really liked it.
DA:
What did you relate to about it?
What struck you after your experience in
the Bee?
Q: Well, I’ve read, like, “Bee Season” [novel
by Myla Goldberg made into a 2005 feature film starring Richard Gere, Juliette
Binoche, and Flora Cross], and I saw that
movie, and just the way I’ve seen the
Bee portrayed in other places, it’s not
that accurate. But I thought this movie
[“Akeelah”] portrayed it really accurately.
DA:
Did you think the kids were accurate, the ones we had in the movie? Did
they seem like spelling bee kids to you?

Keke Palmer:
Oh, it was amazing, just
a great, great time. I mean, Angela Bassett
[who plays Akeelah’s mom] and Laurence
Fishburne were just such nice people
to work with. They’re just like regular
people, you know? Like you and me.
Q: So did you have a spelling coach to
prepare for the movie? Like, did you have
to learn all the words?
KP:
I did have to learn all the words,
but I did it with me and my family: my
mom, my dad, and my sister. They read
with me, and it didn’t take a long time.
I looked at ‘em a couple of times, and it
was just like, “I got it.” I just knew ‘em.
They’re pretty easy to learn.
Q: Oh wow! [laughter]
DA:
Yeah, but she [Palmer] didn’t
have to learn the whole dictionary —

Q: Yeah! [laughter]
Q: So this was kind of your first major
directing experience?
DA:
Hm. It was my first experience
with a studio with a theatrical release. I
mean, I’ve got to release it [“Akeelah”] on
about 2,000 screens, which is considered
a pretty major release, particularly for,
you know, a film that a lot of other studios might have considered more of an
art house piece or something like that.
And we approached it [the marketing
strategy for “Akeelah”] not that way; it’s a
big, entertaining, crowd-pleasing movie.
It’s got, you know, other much more serious themes to it, but...I mean, you saw
the people last night [at the screening];
they were cheering and laughing and
crying and clapping and really excited
about the movie, which is what our first
responsibility is, is to make sure people
are engaged, and [that] they like what
they’re seeing.

DA:
Did you have — let me ask you
something: how did you study for the
bee? Did you have something like Dr.
Larabee [Akeelah’s tutor and spelling bee
coach in the film, played by Laurence
Fishburne] or did you have a parent that
worked with you?
Q: My mom worked with me, but actually,
once I won the regional bee, I didn’t study
that much for it.
DA:
And that’s probably why you
were out in the first round! [laughter]
Q: But, I mean, I knew it was really hard; I
didn’t expect to win or anything.
DA:
Did you have fun when you went
there going on all the tours and everything?
Q: Oh yeah, it was really, really fun.

Q: Actually, I went to the [Scripps] National
Spelling Bee twice when I was in middle
school — when I was in sixth grade and
eighth grade.
DA:
Fr o m
Massachusetts?

what

state?

Q: Yeah, Massachusetts.
DA:
twice?

So you won the regional bee here

DA:
Yeah, it’s funny, you know. When
I went to the national bee and I went on
all those tours with the kids, I realized
that the people [competitors] who came
in the top ten, they weren’t on any of
those tours with us. [laughter] I didn’t see
those kids until the bee; I think they were
in their hotel rooms studying.

KP:
Yeah, [not] like you guys [real-life
spelling bee competitors] —
DA:
Just like a hundred words or
something.
KP:

But, yeah, I just quickly learned.

DA:

You’re pretty smart.

Q: You were nominated for —
KP:
SAG [Screen Actors’ Guild] Award
and NAACP [Image] Award [for “The Wool
Cap”], and I won the ShoWest Award [for
“Akeelah”]. [ShoWest is a film group that
honors the work of outstanding actors,
directors, producers, etc. in much the
same way as the Academy Awards. This
year’s ShoWest Awards ceremony was
held in mid-March in Las Vegas.]
DA:
[to Palmer] Tell her about what
the ShoWest Award is.

Q: Yeah, there are some kids that are really intense [with] live-in tutors and everything.

KP:
The ShoWest Award is [for]
Rising Star of the Year, and I’m rising up
to a star. [laughter] I won that award, and
we [Atchison and Palmer] went [to the
ShoWest convention] and talked about
“Akeelah and the Bee” and stuff like that,
and I won the award. And I was nominated for the NAACP [Image] Award for
Best Supporting Actress — or, Best Lead
Actress — in a TV Movie or Mini-Series
[for “The Wool Cap”], and the same for
the SAG Awards.

DA:
Oh, like Dylan [one of Akeelah’s
competitors] in the movie?

DA:
And you were the youngest person ever to be nominated —

Q: Yeah. Okay, well, I guess I’ll ask you
[Keke Palmer] some questions. What was
it like to work with a major star like
Laurence Fishburne?

KP:
I was the youngest person ever
to be nominated [for a SAG Award].

Q: Yeah.
DA:
Wow, so how did you do at the
Bee, the National Bee?
Q: Well, I got out in the first round.
DA:

[laughter] Ha ha, it’s tough! But

Q: Oh, wow!

New dance
comps cover
both pop and
the cutting edge
DANCE
continued from page 7

artists, Razor & Tie Records
The most mainstream of all the
compilations, “Fired Up! 3” renders
many a recent Top 40 hit nearly
unrecognizable. Kelis’ “Milkshake,”
Maroon 5’s “This Love,” and Kevin
Lyttle’s “Turn Me On” are all juiced
up way too much, so the mixes
have the songs sounding almost
Chipmunk-like.
While this semi-disastrous trio
causes “Fired Up!” to misfire a bit,
some other inventive concoctions
save the CD. A unique remix of
Beyoncé’s “Crazy In Love” (re-titled
“Krazy In Luv”) all but erases Jay-Z,
yet adds some tasteful and atmospheric beats that give new life to
a great (albeit much overplayed)
song.
Also worthy of note is the inclusion of Lasgo’s tasteful “Something”
and Armand Van Helden, who
should get some sort of an award
for making Britney Spears’ “Toxic”
actually tolerable.
“Hip-Hop Essentials” Vols. 1-12,
Mixed by various artists, Tommy
Boy Records
How often have you been at a
club or party and heard someone yell at the DJ to “kick it oldschool?” Since you can’t survive a
night of dancing on just techno (or
50 Cent) alone, one must have this
“Hip-Hop Essentials” collection on
hand.
By far the most comprehensive collection of old-school jams,
“Hip-Hop Essentials” is a 12-CD
collection that not only digs up the
lighter sides of the Sugarhill Gang
(“Rapper’s Delight”), LL Cool J
(“Goin’ Back To Cali”), Run-D.M.C.
(“King of Rock”), and Salt-N-Pepa
(“Push It”), but delves into the harder-edged, more statement-based
rhymes of Public Enemy (“Fight
The Power”), Grandmaster Flash &
The Furious Five (“The Message”)
and Boogie Down Productions
(“The Bridge Is Over”).
Whether it is early gangsta
(N.W.A.’s “F—k The Police”) or as
pop as you can get (Young MC’s
“Bust A Move”), it is on “Hip-Hop
Essentials,” and it will lend an air
of credibility to any dance floor or
CD collection.
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Other places we wouldn’t run
For those of you who are freshmen from out-of-state, let us explain something to you: You chose correctly in coming to
a college in Boston, because here in Massachusetts, we get an extra arbitrary three-day weekend. Called “Patriots’ Day,”
the holiday is nominally some kind of America-love occasion. Massachusetts natives know, however, that our day off is
really so that people can run 26.2 miles through our fair city. While we at Arts respect the gumption required to participate in the Boston Marathon, we have to admit that when it comes to this mega-race, we’re more likely to pull a Rosie
Ruiz and T it in than go the literal distance. Since we’re in awe of Heartbreak Hill, here are 10 more places we wouldn’t
want to run.
So far away
We want to meet a girl like you as
much as the next department, but
if following A Flock of Seagulls’ lead
means exerting ourselves, we’re going
to have to employ alternate means of
new wave transportation. Like The
Cars.
5,000 miles
The Proclaimers get it: We wouldn’t
run 5,000 miles, but we’d walk it. And
then we’d walk 5,000 more.

rad. Run away to avoid this presidential race — and make sure to have
the poison control center’s number
on hand.
In place
Seriously guys, the Running Man is
out. White boys who think they’re
being funny, take note. If you really
want to impress us with retro moves,
turn that Running Man around and
try the Roger Rabbit. (Note: “in place”
also applies to gym treadmills — go
get some fresh air, you nerd!)

Into Scarlett Johansson’s arms
We don’t care how great you thought
she was opposite Bill Murray. She
bugs the hell out of us. It probably has
something to do with her unnaturally deep voice, which directors think
translates to sexiness. They’re wrong.
Also, she’s younger than most of us,
which just makes us bitter about our
own level of non-celebrity.

Somewhere with roots
But be careful and look for level
ground! We love rustic New England,
but we’re not a coordinated bunch.
Protruding roots mean tripping,
which means falling into gravel/
mulch, which means skinned knees,
which means heartache.

For president of the Ukraine
Ukrainian president Viktor Yuschenko
(whom we affectionately call “lumpy
face”) learned this the hard way, kom-

To buy Guster Spring Fling tickets
...because they’re not on sale yet. And
you don’t really “buy” them anyway,
right?

-DMC.
We’ve heard that it’s tricky to rock
a rhyme that’s right on time, and
frankly, we’re not that ambitious.
Interestingly, these guys, like A Flock
of Seagulls and the Proclaimers, offer
us an alternative to breaking a sweat.
But we don’t really want to walk that
way either, especially if it means
teaming up with Aerosmith to break
through a wall.
Forrest, run!
That tramp Jenny can’t tell us what
to do.
-On sentences
Even though the Arts department
supports creativity more than the
average department, we’re still part
of a newspaper. Grammar rules were
NOT made to be broken, and let’s
face it: Comma splices are for losers.
Being “original” with your punctuation is just not allowed, unless you’re
ee cummings. And you’re not ee cummings, are you?

Pay some attention to that man behind the curtain
FEATURE
continued from page 5

Delicate Balance,” “The Pillowman”
and last week’s “Heads or Tails.” She
also assistant stage managed “A New
Brain.”
The stage manager, explained
Scherck, provides “the left-brain side
of theater” for a given production.
While the “director is the creative
outlet,” she said, “the stage manager basically keeps the organization there and makes sure everyone’s
communicating really well.”
Junior Brian Smith has also tended
towards the administrative side of theater as a producer for shows including “Hair,” “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream,” “Woyzeck,” “A New Brain,”
“Metamorphoses” and “Clue.”
Smith described the producer
as being “responsible for handling
both the financial aspects and the
publicity and marketing aspects of
the show.” This dual role makes perfect sense, said Smith, because “you
need to advertise your show to make
money.”
“Until you handle the minutiae of
the budget of each show and determine how to sell it to each audience,”
Smith said, it’s difficult to comprehend what a producer does.
The advertising process can
include soliciting departments with
a possible interest in a show, selling advertising space in the production’s program, and writing letters
to the parents of the actors and pstaff asking for donations. For last
fall’s “Metamorphoses,” for example,
Smith reached out to the classics
departments at Tufts because of a
perceived interest in the play’s subject matter.
Smith also puts his more artistic
skills to use in the theater community
in the form of show posters. His glossy
broadsides have appealingly advertised most of the shows for which he’s
been on p-staff. Smith admits that
his design expertise comes not from
classical training but rather from the
Internet. Still, his fancy Photoshop
footwork is an integral part of many
of Tufts’ productions.
One big, happy family
Contrary to what one might
assume, relations between student
p-staff members, actors and faculty
provide no juicy stories of conflict
and betrayal.
When interacting with faculty,
“you pretty much have free reign to
do what you want as long as you have

COURTESY JASON KARP

You know who started out as a carpenter? Jesus. You know who else? Harrison
Ford.
department, there’s an opportunity
a good product,” said Brown.
The hardest part, Brown said, is for a lot of hands-on experience,”
that, in a department show, “some- Brown said of his undergrad experitimes as a designer you have to be ence here at Tufts. “I was able to put
able to tell the faculty director that together a portfolio of realized work
they can’t have what they want” due that got me into grad school.”
Karp, too, will be putting his
to material, time or budget contechnical direction skills to use as
straints.
Asked if there was a disconnect a project manager or field superbetween actors and the p-staff, said intendent for Shawmut Design and
Brown, “I don’t think anyone’s get- Construction. “Budgets, controlling
ting more credit than they should resources, controlling machinery,
be getting. As a designer, you get a controlling people; it’s all the same
degree of satisfaction from a job well stuff,” he said, comparing his work in
theater to his future role.
done.”
While Scherck defines her work
“Because I’m not part of a rehearsal process, there’s bound to be a as stage manager as a “pretty big
divide,” said Karp. “Not that that’s a hobby,” she plans to teach rather
than stay in the theater realm. “A lot
bad thing.”
Also, everyone involved in a pro- of the skills I’ve learned in stage manduction is included in the traditional aging will transfer over,” she said.
Smith sometimes finds it hard to
pre-show cast-bonding rituals, said
Karp, thus drawing together the stu- maintain an interest in his courses
dents from all the various facets of a now that he’s “decided [producing] is
what I want to do with my life.”
show.
Stepping out from behind the curtain
Step aside, Hank Azaria. Many of
the p-staffers have also found their
career path in the depths of the Arena
rather than at the center of its stage.
Brown recently received an acceptance letter from the Yale School of
Drama and plans to work towards an
MFA in costume design there.
“Since [Tufts] has a relatively small
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And... scene.
Next time you’re in the Arena at
the end of a show, know that the
last round of applause goes to the
production staff, who, along with
the actors, started working on the
show many months prior to opening
night.
Then, on your way out, sternly
encourage Brian Smith to do his
homework.

Lush implores Class
of ’06 to maintain
social decorum
LUSH
continued from page 7

truth. Please get back to me and I’ll love you forever.
Although i already do love you forever so we’re cool....
right...thanks! bye!”
They responded: “A 12 oz. serving of PBR contains
4.73% alcohol by volume....Thanks.”
I know that took up a significant amount of space,
but aren’t you glad to know PBR responds to e-mails
written by people who are blatantly drunk? The Lush
sure is. The Lush has said this before and she will say
it again — senior pub nights are the most ridiculous
nights of senior year. At the most recent one I had the
opportunity to observe my classmates at first while
drunk, and then as the night progressed, while increasingly sober.
They are unlike any other night because all rules of
social decorum fly so far out the window they are not
even specks on the horizon. We’ll get into the specifics
in a little bit.
I had very high hopes for last Thursday’s pub night at
the Rack. Even though walking by it had always struck
me as one of those mildly pathetic meat markets for 35
year olds who think they are 22, I was pretty excited.
With a long week finally behind me, I was ready for a
good buzz. We played our newly-invented OC Drinking
Game. We began with a hearty pan of Christmascolored Jell-o shots (made with classy Cossack brand
vodka), and were soon happily imbibing to rules like “a
Cohen eats a bagel,” “a female character wears braids,”
and “Kirsten wears jeans.”
When our friend Micah arrived late we shamelessly screwed him over by giving him half of the cards,
including the deadly, “a character wears a sweatshirt.”
That the episode included a “Sweatshirt Party” must
have been some very cruel fate.
By the time we made it onto a bus, the Lush had
already received the first shock of the night. I had
intended to treat my friend Max to a celebratory drink
for handing in his thesis, only to hear that he had
been removed from the bar within minutes of arrival
... before the Lush had even left Tufts! He is not really
the type of guy one would expect to find booted from a
bar, but the poor guy forgot about the beer in his back
pocket. The Rack was not amused. See, Professor Gill, I
am not the only bad seed among your advisees.
Like most pub night venues, the Rack was crazy
expensive, and, as the Lush has mentioned time and
time again, she is crazy cheap. As a result, I veered ever
closer to sobriety as the night progressed, so I was able
to make some observations I missed out on at prior
pub nights.
Firstly, no matter how profound and important the
drunken heart-to-heart you are having may seem, to
an outside observer (or eavesdropper like yours truly)
it sounds idiotic. Overhead in the ladies’ room: “Guys,
our friendship is just so awesome ... I mean, honestly,
who’s still friends with their friends from freshman
year? Like, our friendship is just so beautiful and I am
sooooooooo thankful.” Lush’s note: Um, everyone is.
Next, and this may make the Lush sound like a bad
person, but I think most people would agree with me:
Tufts is a school where one meets new people on an
almost daily basis. We cannot possibly be expected to
remember every single person we meet, can we?
That’s why that social convention in which we just
pretend we don’t know certain people is a good thing.
Less awkwardness.
Not so at senior pub night — at the Rack this rule was
violated left and right. Remember that guy you hooked
up with freshman year? Not only will he acknowledge
your existence for once, he may even proposition you.
Remember the girl you sat next to in Math 005? Well, at
pub night, you guys are BFF.
My God does the Lush find this phenomenon
annoying. I know it is a high pressure situation to be in
a room with that many Jumbos, but if we aren’t friends,
let’s not pretend we are. Pretending we don’t know each
other is a social norm for a reason — no awkward conversations.
Case in point: the Lush was being introduced to
a group of people, and one guy says, “I’ve met you
before.” Two others pipe in with “Me too.”
Why is that necessary? It’s not. It’s awkward and it’s
got to stop. Seniors, we have a month and a half left
together. Yes, that’s depressing. But let’s not let our
nerves get in the way of the maintenance of the social
norms that have served us so well for the last four
years.
Not to sound completely bitter. The Lush had an
absolutely super time. When it all comes down to it,
as usual, the Lush violated her own rules. Finally, after
two years of searching, the Lush met Rick. Rick is a fellow senior. Rick’s mother was my nurse when I had my
tonsils out sophomore year. In a morphine-induced
haze the Lush became quite enamored of Rick’s mom.
And don’t worry, I made sure to tell him all about it at
pub night.
That was before I got sober and got some perspective. Thankfully, it wasn’t too awkward of a conversation, because apparently she had sent Rick looking for
me, too. So cheers to Rick’s mom and the reinstatement of appropriate social interactions within the
senior class.
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Why wait to celebrate?
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Fortunately, each of the 14 pens used
to sign yesterday’s Massachusetts health
care bill will be more consequential than
the one that Governor Mitt Romney used
to block eight items from the original
version. The Massachusetts legislature
will almost undoubtedly hurdle the
roadblock that Romney has placed on
the path to universal health care.
This historic legislation comes with
historic support: With a unanimous vote
in the state Senate and all but two state
representatives voting for the measure,
the bill quite obviously has the support
of both legislators and their constituents.
The legislative process that led to this bill
was a series of compromises and inventive solutions on the part of both parties,
the results of which are represented in
the overwhelmingly favorable vote.
In spite of this massive approval, however, Governor Romney struck down,
along with seven other elements, one
of the key provisions of the law, an item
that would require employers who do not
provide health care to contribute $295
towards a universal healthcare fund.
Luckily, notwithstanding Romney’s
choice to exercise his line-item veto
power, the margin of approval in the legislature virtually guarantees that the veto
will be overriden. As Democratic House
Speaker Salvatore DiMasi confidently
told reporters yesterday, the legislature
“will override all of [Romney’s] vetoes.”
The question that presents itself,
then, is why Romney vetoed these eight

provisions. According to the governor,
he believes the $295 fee places an undue
extra burden on businesses. It is worth
noting that the fee would upset a portion of Romney’s Republican supporters throughout the state (and by extension the country) and would blemish
his essential pro-business voting record
in his search for presidential victory in
2008.
Talking to reporters, DiMasi questioned whether the governor was using
the vetoes “for purposes of making the
bill work or making him look good politically.” Romney clearly knows that the
bill will pass in its original form, and his
token veto is both inconsequential and
disappointing in its triviality.
Dimasi’s question is justified. The governor has opted to put his own political posturing ahead of an avalanche of
support from the rest of the state. As a
result, instead of celebrating a measure
which will provide health care to 95 percent of Massachusetts residents in the
space of three years, residents must wait
for another unnecessary legislative override.
That said, the bill is by no means
perfect. But despite its drawbacks and
imperfections, this new health care plan
should be put in action as soon as possible. The bill may create temporarily
stressful situations while uninsured residents adjust their budgets for requisite
premiums. This will be particularly hard
on families who are over the poverty line

but earn less than $39,000, but sliding
scale premiums must be enforced to
allow for affordable care.
The initiative represents years of cooperative work and takes a well designed
approach in applying a market solution to health care. The bill would have
likely failed without continued support
from Romney as well as chamber leaders DiMasi and Senate President Robert
Travaglini.
As Massachusetts becomes the first
state to institute universal health care,
there are already murmurs about how
applications could work in other states.
The Commonwealth presents a unique
situation due to its relatively liberal history regarding health care, though similar initiatives could be pursued once they
have been adapted to local situations.
Romney presented an amazing coup
in gathering partisan support to institute
the bill. Unfortunately, his veto leaves
a bad taste in the mouth of everyone
counting on this legislation to pass, and
it underscores the vulgarity of party politics.
Every extra day the approximately
500,000 currently uninsured residents
of Massachusetts are forced to wait
for health care can be chalked up to
Governor Romney’s duplicitous political
posturing. We’ve waited a long time for
this new, potentially-innovative health
care plan. We shouldn’t have to wait longer just so Romney can mix politics and
policy.
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Sept. 11 films have positive potential
THE HEIGHTS
For Hollywood, it seems the answer
to “how long should we wait?" is about
five years.
At least two movies about the Sept.
11 attacks are scheduled to be released
this year.
British newspaper The Guardian
commented on America’s “long tradition of seeking catharsis through
that most American of mediums: the
movie.” And perhaps they aren’t far off.
But the question, or rather questions, surrounding the movies abound.
Is it too soon? Is it appropriate? What
about the families and friends of those
involved?

Unfortunately, there is never one
objective answer to these questions.
It’s an accepted fact that few things
— let alone a national tragedy — can
stand in the way of Hollywood big wigs
making a quick buck, but this does not
mean films like United 93 or World
Trade Center are inherently in poor
taste.
The events of Sept. 11 were defining in American history, and have the
potential to be the defining moment in
looking to America’s future.
They are not events that can be
ignored, and in fact, movies can be a
means of educating the public on the
events.
Whether or not these films become
an important part of the American film

library or simply blockbusters in poor
taste is up to the directors.
Movies filled with sensational special
effects and absurd fight scenes sensationalize; films that present an accurate
representation of events can educate
and memorialize.
Much of the American public was
removed from the events depicted in
blockbusters like “Titanic” and “Pearl
Harbor,” whose plots took historical
events and had them play the backdrop
to an emotionally charged love story.
The events of Sept. 11 exude emotion in themselves, and the companies
behind these films should recognize
that sticking to the facts will create
profitable, sophisticated and ultimately
positive films.
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Labor rights are civil rights
BY

DANNY MAGARIEL

Washington Square News

August in Florida is no
treat. The humidity corks
your nostrils and seeps into
your pores. You begin to take
on water. But that day, neither
the oppressive heat nor my
sudden inflation could displace my disbelief concerning
the scene before me. This was
Vero Beach, Florida, the “million dollar views.” Now, it was
sand and skeletal condos. It
looked like a war zone. I honestly couldn’t believe it. The
strangest thing though, was
that there were people, lots
of people, lying on the beach.
The hurricane had shattered
their windows and soaked
their condos, mold was creeping onto their furniture and
they were just lying on the
beach, enjoying themselves.
And I was going to work. I
was not supposed to be doing
manual labor — that was not
why I was brought down there.
I was supposed to be working
in the office, organizing the
job sites and labor supply. But
that week we were short hundreds of hands — I had two.
It was midday when I saw

CORBIS

all of this. I was riding in
the back of the pickup truck
just outside of the site. My
uncle, who was driving the
truck, was the boss. If he
tells me I’m a working supervisor, then I’m a working

OFF THE HILL VIEWPOINT | NYU

MIKE DEVLIN
God has beef with Earth
and instead of flooding it, he
makes it explode. A wise-cracking puppet who happens to be
traveling through space charts
a course for heaven to duke it
out for the fate of Earth.
When the puppet arrives,
the arm of God — he’s black,
by the way — plunges through
the clouds of heaven with fist
primed for rock, paper, scissors. But he loses, and Earth is
saved. So God shoots himself
in the head with a shotgun. The
puppet and a group of children
recline on a park bench and eat
God’s flesh.
That’s the plot of an episode
of “Wonder Showzen,” a latenight MTV2 comedy. Although
the first season just appeared
on DVD, I have not seen any
Christians rioting.
On the other hand, comparatively benign cartoons depicting Muhammad appeared in a
Danish newspaper and caused
controversy for months. The
NYU Objectivist Club then
brought the debate to NYU,
and Muslim students unveiled
a banner that said, “Freedom
of Speech Does Not Equal
Freedom to Hate.”
You can hate anyone you
want. Let’s talk semantics.
“Hate” is simply a strong word
for “think poorly of.” If you can
think, you can hate — I think,
therefore I hate. Some forms
of hate are benign: I hate cold

age difference, skin color, and
wages, as well. I knew something was not right. I was nervous. The car jerked over off
the road, quelling the anxious
energy I felt with a sudden jolt
back into corporeality.

see CARLOS, page 12
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Even vile thoughts
should be heard
Washington Square News

supervisor. Forget the fact that
the people I will be supervising are going to have to teach
me how to rip up carpet, gut
a wall and remediate mold.
I guess we could ignore the
glaring contradiction in our

“Hey. Comprende? Yea? You
guys want to work?” A group of
six Hispanic men stood there
nodding their heads. “Well,
get in the truck,” my uncle
barked. The three of us in the
back of the truck made room
for them, and they jumped in.
I would supervise these men
for the next few weeks. Carlos
sat next to me. Carlos became
my friend until immigration
showed up on our site and put
him in the back of a van.
Two years ago, after Carlos
had recovered from reconstructive knee surgery that
ended his professional soccer career, he took a bus from
his hometown in Honduras
to Mexico City. From there
he found his way to the Rio
Grande and swam across the
Mexico-U.S. border late at
night. He drifted across New
Mexico, Texas, and across the
South, until he made it here, to
Florida. He met a girl, Wendy.
She was from Costa Rica. She
was a legal citizen, and was
trying to get her son to come
to America, but her ex-husband’s mother demanded that
Wendy send them $10,000 to

weather. And other forms of
hate, like racism, are vile. But
to deny freedom to hate would
be to deny freedom of thought.
And in this country, you
are free to express any of your
thoughts, so long as they do not
pose an immediate threat of
violence. Sometimes it would
be nice to shut out the hate
— close your eyes to racism
and sexism; forget reality. But
even if hate is veiled behind a
curtain or bottled and buried,
it seeps out and infects society.
As cliche as it may sound, hate
can only be destroyed through
confrontation.
Maheen Farooqi, president
of NYU’s Islamic Center, disagrees.
“The event itself and the
topic that the students would
like to discuss is not problematic in any way,” he said in an
e-mail calling for protest of the
Objectivist Club meeting, “but
the pictures themselves are just
hatred, and there is no justification in preaching something
that breeds that kind of hate.”
What if media organizations
had that attitude during the
great civil rights marches of the
1960s, like Birmingham and
Selma? “Let’s talk about segregation and Jim Crow, but these
images are just too hateful to
broadcast.” If hateful footage
of southern whites blasting
black protesters with firehoses
were not beamed into the living rooms of middle-class
see CARTOONS, page 12

That’s so ‘Brokeback’
MARY SQUILLACE
The Observer

While “Brokeback Mountain” has generated significant media buzz even preceding
its release, the film recently received a different kind of national attention when Gonzaga
basketball fans chanted “Brokeback” at the
opposing team.
As it turns out, these were not rallying
cries in support of gay rights and inclusion,
nor were these students simply voicing their
enthusiasm for Ang Lee’s film. This incident
cannot even be attributed to a rare, collective
case of basketball-induced tourettes.
Instead the “brokeback” chant in the
Gonzaga basketball arena was a taunt meant
to suggest that members of the opposing team
were gay.
However, louder than these students’ shouts
is a message about our society. From this
event it is important to acknowledge that even
in a social atmosphere that allows a progressive film like “Brokeback Mountain” to enjoy
critical and commercial success, Americans
still harbor dangerous predispositions and
apprehensions regarding homosexuality.
Even after the critics’ acclaim marched
across newspapers, film awards were distributed and media coverage began to die down,
“Brokeback Mountain” continues to hold a
distinct place among college students’ vernacular, with a decidedly negative connotation. The term “brokeback” has now replaced
the slang use of “gay,” or refers to something of
“questionable masculinity,” as it is defined at
urbandictionary.com.
Although the success of the film allowed
many Americans to collectively pat themselves
on the back for producing and consuming
such a progressive piece of art, the extremely
hostile way in which a word closely tied to
homosexuality is wielded requires a reevaluation about what the reception of “Brokeback
Mountain” really reveals about our society.
Simply because it exists in the mainstream
does not mean that our culture has evolved
past biases and close-mindedness.

One common reaction to the film is disassociation. In other words, people are quick to
separate themselves from having seen the film
or even desiring to see the film as if making
this distinction reaffirms their ultimate heterosexuality and masculinity.
The primary fear appears to be is that
watching “Brokeback Mountain” is either a
glaring indication of one’s own sexuality and
masculinity, as if somehow the 134 minutes
spent in the theatre will, second-by-second,
drain one’s heterosexuality.
However, it is not as if American audiences
have never seen homosexuality portrayed in
art or the media. The problem for most people
seems to stem from the fact that in this film
homosexuality creeps outside of its socially
sanctioned world of stereotypes. As soon as
representations of gay men stop being limited to the characters with impeccable fashion
sense that we typically see in media representations, they suddenly become threatening.
Instead of subsequent variations of “Queer
Eye for the Straight Guy’s” Fab Five picking out a new wardrobe for some clueless
bachelor or “Will and Grace’s” Jack’s affinity
for Cher, “Brokeback Mountain” presents its
viewers with a depiction of gay men that not
only runs contrary to the images that are most
prevalent, but associates homosexuality with
America’s ultimate guy’s guy — the cowboy.
While this appears to be one of the most disconcerting aspects of the film for people who
cannot reconcile homosexuality with a lifestyle outside of the stereotypes typically portrayed in the mass media, it is also the most
important precisely because it challenges this
notion society has about homosexuality.
Even among other films with prominent gay
or lesbian storylines, “Brokeback Mountain”
appears to be the most progressive in its
ability to pull homosexuality out from under
stereotypes, as well as put it in the context of
an extremely passionate and tender romance.
Within the film world similar movies have
been limited to independent films that don’t
see BROKEBACK, page 12
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Immigration debate is more than Criticizing religion is not the same
numbers; there’s a human side as provoking immediate violence
CARTOONS

Carlos and I would look out the
window of the top floors of the
condo building, and laugh about
whose condo we thought we were
in as they lay on the beach, on their
cell phones or playing sand volleyball. Carlos was remarkable. Here
he was, happily rebuilding someone
else’s home, making hardly anything
in wages, while his home lay in disrepair. Without people like Carlos,
who accept the most modest of lifestyles for the leisure and comfort of
those perhaps more fortunate, this
country would fall apart. He is not
stealing jobs; he’s looking for them.
He is not lowering wages because
if he were made a citizen, he would
drive wages up. Carlos is not stealing
the opportunities of others. More
accurately, he is providing them.
Someone has to bare the brunt of
leisure.
CORBIS

CARLOS
continued from page 11
buy her son back. Carlos was trying to help her, but the hurricanes
had destroyed their homes and he
was having trouble finding work. He
heard there was employment in Vero,
so he and a few friends took a bus
across the state.
I’ve worked in manual labor all
my life — not under these extreme
circumstances, but I have done it. I
have never seen someone work like
Carlos did. He volunteered for the
hardest jobs. The first day, when
I saw how hard he was working, I
thought to myself, “This guy won’t
last the day, much less the week.”
But he did. And he was back everyday, with a smile on his face, “Good
morning, Mr. Danny.” “Good morning, Mr. Carlos.” Everyday. I wonder
if he got to say goodbye to Wendy.

Carlos is not stealing the
opportunities of others.
More accurately, he is providing
them. Someone has to bare the
brunt of leisure.

“

”

Yesterday, Monday, Apr. 10, a
cross-campus coalition organized a
walk-out in solidarity with immigrants in the United States, and to
let our congressmen know that labor
rights are civil rights. Afterward we
traveled downtown to City Hall, from
3 p.m. to 6 p.m., and participated in
the city — no, nationwide — protest.
Wherever you stand on the immigration issue, help remind those engaged
in debate what many of them have
clearly forgotten: Immigrants are
human beings, not a commodity.

continued from page 11

America, would the civil rights movement have succeeded?
So, yes, the First Amendment does
protect your freedom to express hate,
so long as it will not provoke immediate
violence. And it does so for good reason: We should know who hates who.
But I do not think this is really an
issue of hate or intolerance. That frame
is more palatable to westerners, including NYU Muslims and NYU’s Campus
Antiwar Network, which — through
some bizarre intersection of issues —
supports muffling free speech to protect religious fundamentalism.
The cartoons did not stereotype a race,
but criticized a religion. Disagreeing
with a belief system is not hateful. I
think the cartoons were distasteful and
over the top, but so is labeling them
“racist.”
“These racist stereotypes of Muslims
are being used to justify violence,”
Elizabeth Wrigley-Field said (“Prayer
and Protest,” Mar. 30).
If any group used these cartoons to
justify violence, it was fundamentalist Muslims — remember the calls for
beheading and threats to European
embassies? And if Muslims were so
offended by the suggestion that their
religion is violent, why did so many take
to the streets to join militants armed
with AK-47s?
No, I do not think rioting Muslims
were worried about intolerance or racism. They were motivated by faith, devotion to their religion — they do not want
Europeans to violate the rules of Islam.

And, though I do not see Christians
protesting “Wonder Showzen,” I do see
similar attempts to impose religion on
the secular here in America.
For all the NYU faux-liberals who
automatically read “racism” and “intolerance” in the cartoon controversy, stop
being reactionaries and think. This is
not about stereotypes. It is about prolifers protesting outside of abortion
clinics, abstinence classes and pharmacists who will not prescribe the morning-after pill. It is about denying gays
the right to marry.

If any group used these
cartoons to justify violence, it was fundamentalist Muslims — remember the
calls for beheading and threats
to European embassies? And if
Muslims were so offended by the
suggestion that their religion is
violent, why did so many take
to the streets to join militants
armed with AK-47s?

“

”

And, in the end, it is just about
Muslims forcing non-Muslims to abide
by the Quran.

‘Brokeback’ slang reveals a far less
progressive side to our society
BROKEBACK
continued from page 11

gain a large following.
Like television representations, the
depiction of homosexuality among
mainstream films is often limited to stereotypes of both gay men and lesbians.
Additionally, homosexuality is typically
represented by just one person — relationships outside of one-night-stands

and college phases have not yet had a
significant role in Hollywood films.
All this considered, “brokeback” is
more than just a slang term for homosexuality or a barb. Instead “brokeback” represents an outlet for constructing representations of homosexuality away from stereotypes and a way
to keep our own predispositions about
it in check.
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Documents find fault with
driver in deadly bus fire
BY

MICHAEL GRABELL

Knight Ridder Tribune

A horrific bus fire that killed 23
elderly Hurricane Rita evacuees
might have been prevented had
the driver inspected the bus before
leaving and known enough English
to tell passengers where the emergency exits were, according to documents used to build a criminal case
against him.
Those documents also assert that
the driver, Juan Robles Gutierrez,
admitted to investigators that he
tried to avoid police detection by
switching the bus’s license plates.
“The combination of all of these
factors proved to be lethal,” Dallas
County sheriff’s deputies wrote.
“The driver’s actions, had he been
in compliance with the laws of this
state and the (Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration), could have
prevented the loss of 23 lives.”
The documents, which include
affidavits by investigators and passengers, shed light on why the sher-

iff’s office decided to file a criminally
negligent homicide case against
Robles last fall for the Sept. 23 bus
fire outside Dallas — the deadliest
U.S. transportation accident since a
2001 plane crash. He was eventually
cleared by a Dallas County grand
jury.
The case stirred a debate over
whether Robles was an illegal immigrant who flouted U.S. laws or the
hard-working victim of a boss who
did.
Rodolfo Robles Gutierrez said his
brother isn’t ready to be interviewed
and shouldn’t be blamed for the
fire.
“He was not a mechanic,” he said.
“If he had ran away, then it would be
negligence. That never happened.
He always tried to cooperate and
help.”
Juan Robles’ boss, Jim Maples,
now faces federal charges for falsifying driver logbooks and failing
to maintain his buses. His attorney
could not be reached for comment.
Robles has been ordered to stay in

Fitzgerald
amends
allegation
Knight Ridder Tribune

JIM MAHONEY/KRT

Blue tarps cover the bodies of victims who were in a bus that caught fire
on northbound Interstate 45 near Beltline Road outside Dallas, Texas,
September 23, 2005. The bus, which was carrying elderly Hurricane Rita
evacuees from the Houston area, burst into flames outside Dallas before
dawn killing at least 24 people trapped inside, officials said.
Houston to cooperate with the trial.
He has yet to speak publicly about
what happened during the 15-hour
drive from the Houston area.
His 200-word statement to investigators provides the first look into
his version of the events.
According to the statement, translated by a state trooper on the day of
the accident, Robles was driving the

bus in the left lane of Interstate 45
when he saw a white vehicle pull up
beside him. The car then pulled in
front of the bus and slowed down.
“Another vehicle informed me
that there was fire coming out of the
bus,” he said in a separate statement
written in Spanish.
Robles braked. He looked in his
see BUS, page 15

‘Big Brother is watching’

JOE BURBANK/KRT

Attendees listen to U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff deliver comments at the 2006 National Hurricane Conference
in Orlando, Florida, Wednesday, Apr. 12, 2006.

Richards confident she will recover
BY

WAYNE SLATER

Knight Ridder Tribune

Former Texas Gov. Ann
Richards said this week that she
is undergoing chemotherapy that
periodically saps her energy but
is optimistic about recovery and
confident she will conquer cancer of the esophagus.
“There is no doubt in my mind
I will recover from this,” she said.
“I feel really positive about it.”
In her first detailed public discussion about last month’s cancer
diagnosis, Richards, 72, said doctors would review her condition
after three more weeks of chemotherapy before deciding the
next step, which could include
radiation or surgery. She looked
strong and upbeat as she talked
with reporters.
Richards is halfway through
a six-week regimen of chemotherapy at M.D. Anderson Cancer
Center in Houston. She is receiving treatment once a week on
an outpatient basis, although she
would relocate temporarily to
Houston should doctors determine that daily radiation treatments were necessary.
She joked that although the
cancer had made it more difficult
to swallow, “I’m sorry to say it
wasn’t so difficult I couldn’t eat,
so I didn’t lose any weight.”
Richards said she doesn’t know
what further treatment might be
necessary.
“I don’t live in tomorrow.
One thing about having cancer,

it teaches you in a hurry about
what’s really important, and that’s
today,” she said, adding that if
surgery is necessary, she’s ready.
In the meanwhile, Richards
expressed appreciation for the
outpouring of support since
her diagnosis. She said she got
cards and calls from well-wishers, including cyclist and cancer
survivor Lance Armstrong, and
President Bush, who defeated her
in her 1994 bid for re-election.
Plus, she has received enough
flowers to make “my house look
like a funeral home for a while.”
She joked: “If I had known people
would be so nice to me, I might
have done this sooner.”
She said she did not know
in what stage her cancer was
detected. She also said she didn’t
know the size of the tumor, but
expressed confidence that doctors could remove it if necessary.
Recalling the bruising 1990
race that made her governor,
Richards said, “If I can beat
Clayton Williams, I can beat
this.”
Esophageal cancer, among the
more deadly cancers, can be difficult to detect early. Symptoms
include difficulty swallowing,
weight loss and a lump in the
throat.
Risk factors include long-term,
heavy smoking and drinking of
alcohol. Richards is a recovering
alcoholic and smoked cigarettes
for several years.
Richards talked about her
cancer treatment during an

BY

JOYCE MARSHALL/KRT

appearance Tuesday announcing
the establishment of an all-girls
school in Austin, Texas, that will
bear her name.
The Ann Richards School for
Young Women Leaders is scheduled to open in fall 2007, modeled after a similar public academy in Harlem. That school boasts
a high college attendance rate
among graduates, and its program has been copied elsewhere.
Lee Posey, chairman of Dallasbased mobile home manufacturer Palm Harbor Homes, provided
$1 million for the Ann Richards
School. He and his wife, Sally,
were instrumental in creating a
Dallas academy as well.

see FITZGERALD, page 15

‘Shadow campaigns’ put
millions into political races
MIKE DORNING

Knight Ridder Tribune

Former Texas Gov. Ann Richards,
pictured in 2003 in Fort Worth,
Texas, has written a book on osteoporosis.

The special prosecutor
investigating Vice President
Dick Cheney’s former chief
of staff, I. Lewis “Scooter”
Libby, has amended one of
the allegations against the
White House aide that was
contained in documents filed
in federal court last week.
The change downplays
the importance that the
CIA gave to Iraq’s purported attempt to buy uranium
from the African nation
of Niger. Further, Special
Counsel Patrick Fitzgerald
corrected the allegation that
Libby had described the suspected uranium purchase as
a “key judgment” of the CIA
— a term of art in the intelligence community that gives
the accusation high significance.
In papers filed Tuesday,
Fitzgerald amended a single
sentence on page 23 of the
39-page document he filed
last week. The sentence dealt
with what information Libby
supposedly was to tell former New York Times reporter
Judith Miller from the CIA’s
2002 National Intelligence
Estimate — a document that
covered a range of intelligence about Iraq and its
efforts to acquire weapons of
mass destruction.
The original sentence read:
“Defendant understood that
he was to tell Miller, among
other things, that a key

The Democratic and Republican
organizations charged with
getting candidates elected to
Congress this fall are preparing
to wall off parts of their staff and
form separate entities, allowing
them to pour tens of millions
of dollars into individual campaigns, a move that otherwise
would be illegal.
The tactic, which both parties
also used in the 2004 election,
takes advantage of a provision
in campaign finance law that
allows operationally independent groups, unlike the parties
themselves, to spend unlimited
amounts on behalf of specific
candidates.
But critics say the entities
are independent in name only.
Their office space is usually no
more than a short walk from
party headquarters, they get all
their cash from the party and
are usually run by senior operatives intimately familiar with
the party’s strategy, priority and
tactics. One operative likened
them to “shadow campaigns.”
“It’s the type of distinction
that’s built on legal technicalities,” said Anthony Corrado,
a government professor at
Maine’s Colby College who specializes in campaign finance.
“You’re basically just taking a
piece of the organization and

putting up a legal drywall to
separate them for four or five
months.”
But
Democratic
and
Republican officials say they
will scrupulously follow the
law and keep a careful distance
from the groups they create.
The new organizations plan to
set up their own computer systems, hire their own pollsters
and, spokesmen said, meticulously avoid any communication on strategy with candidates
or party officials.
Never mind that in some
cases, the very operatives
directing those independent
expenditures helped recruit
the candidates in the first
place and plotted their early
campaign strategy. This year,
the Democratic Congressional
Campaign Committee, the
party organization that assists
Democratic House candidates,
is considering tapping Executive
Director John Lapp to run its
“independent expenditure”
group. During the last election, the National Republican
Congressional Committee, the
Republican equivalent, turned
the task over to its own communications director.
The money at stake carries
great weight. Particularly so
in the struggle for control of
the House, where campaign
see CAMPAIGNS, page 16
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Documents
find fault
with driver
BUS
continued from page 13

right-side mirror and saw flames
climbing from the rear tire that had
been changed two hours earlier, and
he immediately pulled over.
He got off the bus and tried to
smother the flames with his shirt,
dirt, dry grass and water.
He got back on the bus and
tried to grab the fire extinguisher
but couldn’t. A nursing assistant
told National Transportation Safety
Board investigators that an elderly patient had her foot on it and
wouldn’t budge.
“It remained in its cradle
unlatched until I pulled it off of the
bus a day later,” sheriff’s department
Sgt. Kevin Feinglas wrote.
Robles said he helped three passengers off the bus and continued
to rescue people even after police
arrived. He said he opened the first
emergency window exit on the driver side and managed to get a second
exit unlatched.
After helping the third passenger,
he heard explosions and ran several hundred feet to the Mars Road
underpass.
The sheriff’s report said investigators couldn’t verify his account of
rescuing anyone. But nursing home
caregivers have told the NTSB that
they saw Robles help.
“A lot of people have called to
thank my brother for his cooperation, the elderly themselves,”
Rodolfo Robles said.
The first time any deputy recalled
seeing Juan Robles at the dark,
chaotic scene was on the highway
shoulder after the explosions.
“In the confusion, I came across
the bus driver who was wandering
around the scene disoriented and
with soot on his mouth and nose,”
Deputy Edward Wilson said in his
statement. “I led him to nurses and
asked him for his license. He gave
me what appeared to be a Mexican
DL.”
The sheriff’s report said Robles
was negligent for not having a valid
Texas driver’s license. State law
allows people to drive on a Mexican
license for 30 days. Robles had been
in the U.S. for seven months.
That prevented state officials
from assessing his driving skills
because Robles would have had to
pass a written exam and road test to
get a Texas license, the report said.
The report also faulted Robles
for driving 15 hours nonstop and
for not speaking English. Federal
regulations say bus drivers must be
able to read road signs, fill out their
logbook, talk to police and converse
with the public.
Robles was only able to communicate with the lead caretaker on
the bus, Bonnie Estes, who spoke
Spanish but was not fluent, nursing
home staff told the NTSB.
“The driver could not speak
English, only broken English at
best,” wrote Feinglas, who prepared
the sheriff’s report. “He was unable
to communicate with passengers
regarding emergency exits prior
to the trip, and he could not give
them adequate warning that there
were problems when the bus caught
fire.”
At the time of the fire, the bus,
operated by Global Limo of South
Texas, wasn’t registered. It had a
temporary paper tag that had been
expired for weeks. Robles said he
removed the tag and replaced it
with the license plate from another
Global bus “to avoid being stopped
by the police,” the report said.
It’s unclear why Global didn’t use
the bus that the valid plate came
from, but the one that caught fire
was newer and had many luxuries
older models do not.
Robles has been named as a
defendant in at least a half-dozen
lawsuits tied to the bus fire.
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Doctors may be able to prevent heart valve disease
BY

RONALD KOTULAK

Knight Ridder Tribune

Heart valve disease, which
leads to 100,000 open heart
surgeries a year in the U.S.,
may be preventable, according to research conducted
at Northwestern Memorial
Hospital.
Long thought to be the
result of wear and tear, for
which surgery was the only
remedy, heart valve disease
now appears to be caused by a
potentially reversible chronic
inflammatory process, said
Dr. Nalini Rajamannan, director of NMH’s Center for Heart
Valve Disease in the Bluhm
Cardiovascular Institute.
Studies in rabbits that
develop a similar type of heart
valve disease after being fed
a high fat diet showed that
the family of anticholesterol drugs known as statins
reversed some of the disease,
she said.
“Our findings open the door
to the idea that medical therapies such as statins may be
able to play a role in preventing or slowing the process
and curtailing the need for
surgery,” said Rajamannan,
also a faculty member at
Northwestern
University’s
Feinberg School of Medicine.
Genetic
and
chemical

analyses of damaged tissue
show that heart valves become
stiff and inflexible and begin
to leak or malfunction when
their genetic programming
goes haywire and starts producing cartilage or bone, she
reported in the online version
of the Journal of the American
College of Cardiology.

A high fat diet, the main
risk factor in heart disease, also appears to
cause valvular disease,
she said. The disease
process then sets up
a chronic inflammation in the valves that
inappropriately turns
on genes that should
remain turned off, she
explained.
A high fat diet, the main
risk factor in heart disease,
also appears to cause valvular
disease, she said. The disease
process then sets up a chronic

inflammation in the valves
that inappropriately turns
on genes that should remain
turned off, she explained.
Inflammation in the mitral
valve turns on genes that produce cartilage like that found
in the knee joint, Rajamannan
said. In the aortic valve, which
is exposed to a stronger flow of
blood, abnormal gene activity produces bone tissue, she
said.
University
of
Chicago
heart specialist Dr. Roberto
Lang, who was not involved
in the study, said the findings were promising because
they opened the door to treating the most common causes
of valve disease with medications. But, he said, further
studies were needed to determine how effective medical
treatment might be.
Doctors commonly describe
diseased valves, which appear
hardened and whitish, as calcified because of the calcium
they contain. The build-up
of calcium was considered to
be a mechanical process of
aging.
Rajamannan said she began
studying diseased valves
because she suspected there
might be an underlying biological process causing the
damage.
The disease processes either

cause valves to leak or to limit
the flow of blood through the
heart, which normally pumps
about 100 gallons of blood
every hour. A diseased mitral
valve can provoke irregular
heartbeats known as atrial
fibrillation, which can cause
strokes or heart failure. Aortic
valve disease can also cause
heart failure in addition to
arrhythmia, infection and
sudden death.
“Once we know the pathways and mechanism of valular disease, then we can try
out therapeutic measures to
prevent it,” said University
of Southern California cardiologist
Dr.
Shahbudin
Rahimatolla, a study coauthor and one of the world’s
leading experts on valvular
disease.
Besides statins, new drugs
may be developed that stop
the abnormal activity of the
cartilage and bone genes, he
said.
Rajamannan said the next
step would be a study in which
patients diagnosed with early
valve disease are put on statins
to determine if the disease
process can be slowed down or
stopped. Her research is supported by more than $750,000
in grants from the National
Institute of Health and the
American Heart Association.

Special prosecutor Fitzgerald amends allegation against Libby
FITZGERALD
continued from page 13

judgment of the NIE held that
Iraq was `vigorously trying to
procure’ uranium.”
Fitzgerald’s
corrected
version said: “Defendant

understood that he was to tell
Miller, among other things,
some of the key judgments of
the NIE, and that the NIE stated that Iraq was ‘vigorously
trying to procure’ uranium.”
Knight Ridder Newspapers

reported earlier that the purported uranium acquisition
was never part of the NIE’s
“key judgments” and that
some CIA officials and the
State Department’s intelligence bureau did not believe

Iraq ever sought supplies of
uranium from Niger.
It also was reported by
Knight Ridder that the documents that supported the
attempted uranium purchase
were forgeries.
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Campaign money still murky despite McCain-Feingold
CAMPAIGNS
continued from page 13

costs typically are lower than the Senate
because districts are smaller, and where
the balance of power hangs on the outcome in just a few dozen races.
In 2004, the NRCC’s independent expenditures totaled $47 million and the DCCC’s
$37 million. For 15 House candidates in
the last election, the party’s independent
expenditures were actually larger than the
candidate’s own campaign budget.
The entire 2004 campaign chest of Rep.
Dave Reichert, R-Wash., for instance, was
$1.55 million, while the Republican Party
spent more than twice as much — $3.66
million — in independent expenditures to
get him elected.
The Federal Election Commission
has never charged a political party with
breaking the rules governing independent
expenditures, said spokesman George
Smaragdis.
Party officials said that is because of
their elaborate efforts to conform with
FEC regulations. Neither the candidate
nor party officials can be “materially
involved” in decisions about independent
expenditures, nor can they have “substantial discussions” with the group about its
activities.
Last week, the Republican-controlled
House passed legislation to render these
machinations obsolete by lifting the limits
on how much parties can spend in coordination with candidates. But the legislation
faces uncertain prospects in the Senate.
This convoluted structure stems from

the parties’ attempts to both follow and
exploit campaign finance law. As long ago
as the 1970s, the Supreme Court ruled that
parties have a constitutional right to make
independent expenditures on behalf of
candidates.
But until the McCain-Feingold campaign finance law took effect in 2003, the
parties had primarily supported candidates through “issue advocacy” ads supported by “soft money” contributions that
could be raised in unlimited amounts
from corporations, unions and wealthy
individuals. Often, those ads were thinly
disguised campaign commercials, but
they were permissible as long as they did
not expressly call for a vote for or against a
candidate.
The McCain-Feingold law banned that
practice, requiring that political parties
raise all their funds in “hard money,” subject to specific contribution limits.
The law also sought to more carefully
regulate party spending, requiring that
parties choose between spending a limited amount of money — about $80,000 —
in coordination with a political campaign,
or exercising their right to make unlimited
independent expenditures.
But the Supreme Court struck down the
section of the law requiring political parties to choose one course or the other. So
the parties set about restructuring themselves to have it both ways, spending up
to $80,000 in coordination with individual
candidates and letting their “independent
expenditure” groups dump millions more
into select campaigns.

That’s how Carl Forti, communications
director of the NRCC, wound up in his
own office with control over $47 million
of Republican Party money to spend on
House races in the months leading up to
the last election.
“I would not have any conversations
with basically anybody else at the (party)
committee about what individual campaigns would do from a strategic standpoint,” Forti said.
Those strategic considerations included
what commercials candidates would run;
how they would respond to charges and
issues that arose during the campaign;
and the timing of shifts from one theme to
another, he said.
Still, there is plenty of information available that would allow an independent
expenditure group to discern how it could
help individual candidates, even without
talking to them. There is the media coverage of the campaigns and publicly available polling data. By law, all broadcast
stations must disclose purchase of air time
for political ads, so it’s easy to find out the
advertising strategy of a campaign and its
opposition.
“We know what the targeted races are,
what the themes are going to be, what the
most effective media markets are going to
be,” said Amy Walter, senior editor of the
Cook Political Report. “These are experienced political hands. It’s not like they’re
sitting down and thinking, `Gee, I wonder,
I wonder, I wonder how this campaign is
going to go.’”

Leaders call for full pensions for Sept. 11 responders’ families
BY JOE MAHONEY
AND CORKY SIEMASZKO

Knight Ridder Tribune

New York elected leaders
called Wednesday for full
pensions for the families of
Sept. 11 responders whose
deaths are linked to their
service at Ground Zero.
The call came after an
autopsy confirmed that
retired NYPD Detective
James Zadroga’s death was
“directly related” to his
toiling at the disaster site
— marking the first time a
cleanup worker’s demise has
been officially tied to the
terror attacks’ aftermath.
But Zadroga’s orphaned 4year-old daughter, Tylerann,
is only entitled to a partial
pension because her father’s
death is not considered “in
the line of duty.”
“There is no question that
Detective Zadroga died a
hero in the line of duty,”

Sen. Chuck Schumer, DN.Y., said. “There are others
like him who have also been
harmed in their heroic effort
to save lives after 9/11, and
we have to change the pension rules to reflect this sad
reality.”
Sen. Hillary Clinton, DN.Y., said Zadroga’s death is
a reminder of “our continuing obligation to do whatever is necessary to help those
who sacrificed their lives
and health on September 11,
2001, and in the days and
weeks afterwards.”
In Albany, Assembly GOP
leader Jim Tedisco proposed
a Ground Zero Heroes Law
that would revamp the pension rules. And Democratic
Rep. Carolyn Maloney said
she was looking into securing federal aid for first
responders ailing from their
work at Ground Zero.
“It doesn’t matter if
they died on 9/11 or

yesterday,” she said. “If they
died because of 9/11, their
families deserve to be fully
compensated.”
Kenneth Becker, chief of
the World Trade Center unit
at the city Law Department,
insisted the city did everything it could to protect first
responders in the aftermath
of Sept. 11 — and was looking out for them now.
“It should be noted that
there is no scientific evidence showing an increase
in cancer rates among uniformed services personnel or other persons who
worked at the World Trade
Center,” Becker added.
But David Worby, a lawyer
who represents more than
7,300 Ground Zero workers,
scoffed at Becker’s assertion.
He said 42 people, including day laborers, contractors, cops, firefighters and
paramedics, have died from
diseases contracted at the

site.
“The toxins don’t discriminate,” said Worby, who filed
a federal lawsuit last year
accusing the city of failing to
protect workers.
Zadroga, 34, died Jan. 5
of pulmonary disease and
respiratory failure that a
New Jersey coroner linked
“to the 9/11 incident.”
Had Zadroga died on
9/11, his daughter would
have received a full pension
for up to 19 years. Instead,
his daughter is entitled to
three-quarters of the disability pension — and the
money runs out when she’s
12.
Under Tedisco’s proposal,
Tylerann would be entitled
to a 100 percent tax-free
pension until she was 19 —
or 23 if she was in college.
Last night, Democratic
Assembly Speaker Sheldon
Silver, voiced support for
such a measure.

Growing appetite for sushi helps controversial church
BY MONICA ENG
DELROY ALEXANDER
AND DAVID JACKSON

Knight Ridder Tribune

On a mission from their
leader, five young men arrived
in Chicago to open a little fish
shop on Elston Avenue.
Back then, in 1980, people
of their faith were castigated
as “Moonies” and called cult
members. Yet the Japanese
and American friends worked
grueling hours and slept in a
communal apartment as they
slowly built the foundation of
a commercial empire.
They were led by the vision
of the Rev. Sun Myung Moon,
the self-proclaimed messiah
who sustained their spirits as
they played their part in fulfilling the global business plan he
had devised.
Moon founded his controversial Unification Church six
decades ago with the proclamation that he was asked by
Jesus to save humanity. But he
also built the empire blending

his conservative politics, savvy
capitalism and flair for spectacles such as mass weddings
in Madison Square Garden.
In a remarkable story that
has gone largely untold, Moon
and his followers reaped millions of dollars by dominating one of America’s trendiest
indulgences: sushi.
Today, one of those five
Elston Avenue pioneers,
Takeshi Yashiro, serves as a top
executive of a sprawling conglomerate that supplies much
of the raw fish Americans eat.
Adhering to a plan Moon
spelled out more than three
decades ago in a series of sermons, members of his movement managed to integrate
virtually every facet of the
highly competitive seafood
industry. The Moon followers’
seafood operation is driven
by a commercial powerhouse,
known as True World Group.
It builds fleets of boats, runs
dozens of distribution centers
and, each day, supplies most
of the nation’s estimated 9,000

sushi restaurants.
Although few seafood lovers
may consider they’re indirectly
supporting Moon’s religious
movement, they are when they
eat a buttery slice of tuna or
munch on a morsel of eel in
many restaurants. True World
is so ubiquitous that 14 of
17 prominent Chicago sushi
restaurants surveyed by the
Chicago Tribune said they were
supplied by the company.
Over the last three decades,
as Moon has faced down accusations of brainwashing followers and personally profiting
from the church, he and sushi
have made similar if unlikely
journeys from the fringes of
American society to the mainstream.
These parallel paths are
not coincidence. They reflect
Moon’s dream of revitalizing
and dominating the American
fishing industry while helping
to fund his church’s activities.
“I have the entire system
worked out, starting with boat
building,” Moon said in “The

Way of Tuna,” a speech given in
1980. “After we build the boats,
we catch the fish and process
them for the market, and then
have a distribution network.
This is not just on the drawing
board; I have already done it.”
In the same speech, he
called himself “king of the
ocean.” It proved not to be an
idle boast. The businesses now
employ hundreds, including
non-church members, from
the frigid waters of the Alaskan
coast to the iconic American
fishing town of Gloucester,
Mass.
Records and interviews
with church insiders and competitors trace how Moon and
members of his movement
carried out his vision.
In a recent interview Rev.
Phillip Schanker, a Unification
Church vice president, said
the seafood businesses were
“not organizationally or legally
connected” to Moon’s church,
but were simply “businesses
founded by members of the
Unification Church.”
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FEMA: Katrina
homes must
be elevated
BY

HOWARD WITT

Knight Ridder Tribune

The White House agreed Wednesday
to raise levees in the New Orleans region
to protect against another Hurricane
Katrina-force storm, clearing the way
for tens of thousands of homeowners in the below-sea-level city to begin
rebuilding their ruined properties — as
long as they elevate them by as much as
three feet.
Administration officials said they had
agreed to seek another $2.5 billion from
Congress to raise the levees, a decision
that in turn freed the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to release longdelayed flood maps that show how high
houses must be raised in order to qualify for federal flood insurance, mortgage
loans and state rebuilding grants.
The flood maps indicate that many
houses in New Orleans will have to be
raised from one to three feet, but that is
far lower than the 10 feet or more that
might have been required if the federal
government had not committed to raising the levees. Raising a house three feet
with hydraulic jacks can cost more than
$50,000, with every additional foot adding another $8,000-$12,000, experts say.
The good news for New Orleans, however, came tempered with cautions.
Federal officials had previously
promised New Orleans residents that
the complex system of interconnected
levees and floodwalls, which failed in
multiple areas during Hurricane Katrina
last Aug. 29, would be repaired to “preKatrina strength” by June 1, the start of
this year’s hurricane season.
But new engineering estimates
released by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers last month indicated that
the levees will need to be raised even
higher than previously thought if they
are to protect against a once-in-a-hundred-years storm, prompting the need
for the additional funds from Congress.
Until those improvements to the flood
protection system can be completed
in 2010, residents will remain vulnerable to flooding in the event of another
Category 3 hurricane like Katrina, officials acknowledged.
“Between now and 2010, there is a
heightened level of risk,” said Lt. Gen.
Carl Strock, commander of the Corps of
Engineers.
Even more extensive protection
against the worst Category 5 storms,
which by some estimates could cost
more than $30 billion, is still under
study and a long way off, officials said.
“This will enable people to get on
with their lives,” Donald Powell, the
White House coordinator for Gulf
Coast rebuilding, said Wednesday as
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency released the new advisory flood
maps.
Most of the estimated 100,000 New
Orleans homeowners whose houses
were heavily damaged by Katrina had
been awaiting the flood maps before
deciding whether to rebuild. That’s
because any house that was more than
50 percent damaged in the flooding
must be raised according to the elevations specified in the FEMA flood maps
before it can qualify for mortgage loans
and federal flood insurance coverage
worth $250,000.
In addition, a new state program that
will give eligible homeowners up to
$150,000 in federal grants for rebuilding or relocating is also contingent on
compliance with the new flood maps.
New Orleans officials have declined
to predict how many homeowners may
ultimately decide to rebuild. Some may
be deterred by the knowledge that, even
when the improved levees are completed, the city will still be vulnerable to
a direct hit by a powerful Category 4 or
5 hurricane.
But many other residents have strong
ties to the city, and some had even
begun rebuilding before receiving any
assurances about the strength of the
levees or the availability of flood insurance.
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Israel expands strike zone in Gaza
BY DION NISSENBAUM
Knight Ridder Tribune

When Israeli artillery shells
started landing near her house
Monday, Saffiyeh Ghraben hustled her children from the front
yard into the living room, where
she thought they’d be safer.
As the Palestinian family huddled on cushions, they heard a
high whistle before an artillery
round crashed through the roof
and exploded. It killed Ghraben’s
7-year-old daughter, Hadil, and
seriously wounded most of her
other 10 children.
In an attempt to stop Palestinian
militants from firing rockets into
Israeli territory, Israel has begun
to fire retaliatory strikes into a
larger zone that now comes within 100 yards of Palestinian towns
and villages. Until this week, the
near-constant barrage of Israeli
shells — an average of 200 a day
— had fallen primarily into open
fields that militants use to fire
homemade rockets.
Israeli officials expressed regret

about Hadil’s death, but blamed
the militants for using civilians
as “human shields” by launching
rockets near farms and homes.
Noa Meir, an Israeli military
representative, said innocent
Palestinians should leave their
houses or demand that the militants leave the area.
“Unfortunately, when they’re
being hit, they have to ask themselves why terrorists are exploiting them,” Meir said. “The terrorists have no respect or care
for Israeli civilians or Palestinian
civilians.”
Should the new measures fail,
Israeli officials have made veiled
threats in the news media to send
ground forces back into the Gaza
Strip. Although that’s unlikely
anytime soon, it would mark the
first time since Israel ended 38
years of military rule in Gaza last
summer that its soldiers would
return to the Palestinian territory
on the border between Israel and
Egypt.
Israel had hoped that last
year’s pullout would reduce the
number of rocket attacks from

Gaza. But the Israeli military said
that more than 360 rockets had
been fired into Israel this year.
While most have caused little damage and no Israelis have
been killed, the missiles are a
constant worry. Most of them are
small, with a maximum range
of 6 miles. But concerns grew
last month when Gaza militants
fired a 122 mm Katyusha rocket,
which can reach targets nearly 13
miles away, for the first time.
Since then, Israel has rapidly
stepped up its attacks. It’s used
naval vessels to fire on the Gaza
Strip for the first time, and has
fired on Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas’ helicopter pad in Gaza City.
It’s also conducted targeted
assassinations that have killed
14 people, including the young
son of a militant leader who was
driving with his father when an
Israeli missile hit their car.
Israel is betting that its artillery campaign will prompt
Palestinians to turn their
see GAZA STRIP, page 19
NUCCIO DINUZZO/KRT

An Iranian woman walks in front of a mural of the spiritual leader
Imam Khomenei in Tehran, in the Islamic Republic of Iran on Monday,
June 13, 2005.

Iranians of mixed mind
over nuclear technology
BY

HANNAH ALLAM

Knight Ridder Tribune

Apart from a few schoolyard
rallies and celebratory newspaper headlines Wednesday, Iran’s
first day in the nuclear club was
subdued, with workaday Iranians
still more preoccupied with pollution and unemployment than
possible retaliation from U.S.-led
Western powers.
“Nuclear energy is our absolute
right!” chanted about 300 Iranian
boys during a rally Monday at

the Saeedy Guidance School in
Tehran. Some students carried
placards that read, “God help you,
Iranian scientists.”
State television repeatedly
replayed President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad’s speech from
Tuesday night that announced
that Iran had successfully
enriched uranium for the first
time in defiance of the United
Nations Security Council. The
see IRAN, page 19

Italian official refuses to request
arrest, extradition of CIA agents
DION NISSENBAUM/KRT

Abed Joudeh sits in the entrance to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, holding his Muslim prayer beads and the
ancient iron key to the door. Joudeh is the latest in a line of family members stretching back centuries that has
held the key to the Christian holy site.

Muslim families work together to keep
open site where Jesus was crucified, buried
BY

DION NISSENBAUM

Knight Ridder Tribune

For centuries, Christian factions in this divided holy city
have battled for control of their
most sacred site: the church that
stands where they believe Jesus
was crucified, buried and rose
from the dead.
Rivalries over the Church of
the Holy Sepulcher have sparked
brawls, riots and even a 19thcentury war. Nothing is too small
to fight about, not even a key.
Under an 800-year-old peace
agreement, two Muslim men
share the power to open and
close the church’s 3-ton wooden
doors. One holds the key; the
other opens the door. Neither
can agree on who plays the more
important role.
The spat is one tiny reflection
of the complex and deep-rooted religious, political and tribal

divisions that have split this holy
city for centuries.
To 75-year-old Abed Joudeh,
whose family has held the key
for centuries, his rival is nothing
more than a porter who’d have
nothing to do without the key.
To
55-year-old
Wajeeh
Nuseibeh, the Joudehs are basically assistants who are there to
provide his family members with
the tools to do their job.
“It’s like having a million dollars and not being able to spend a
single cent,” Nuseibeh said of the
Joudeh family.
Of the Nuseibeh clan, Joudeh
said: “You are doorkeepers. You
can’t open the door until I give
you the key to open it.”
Why and how these families
were chosen remains shrouded
in mystery.
According to Nuseibeh, his
family was made the church

gatekeeper when Muslims first
took control of Jerusalem in the
seventh century and agreed to
protect the city’s Christian holy
sites. Christian crusaders chased
them from Jerusalem in 1099, but
the family returned 88 years later
alongside the legendary Muslim
warrior Salah al-Din.
It was then, both men say, that
the duties of opening and closing
the church were split between
the Nuseibehs and the Joudehs.
Nuseibeh describes it as an
act of charity for the poor Joudeh
family.
Joudeh sees it as beneath his
family’s dignity to climb the
wooden ladder to unlock and
open the massive doors.
Whatever the case, the two
families have shared the duties
ever since.
see HOLY SEPULCHER, page 19

BY

LIZ SLY

Knight Ridder Tribune

Italy’s Justice Minister on
Thursday said he had decided
not to seek the extradition from
the U.S. of 22 CIA agents accused
of abducting an Egyptian cleric
from a Milan, Italy, street, in a
blow to prosecutors investigating the case.
Justice Minister Roberto
Castelli informed Milan’s chief
prosecutor that he would not
submit a request to the Bush
administration for the extradition of the 22, who are accused
in a 477-page arrest warrant of
carrying out the kidnapping
three years ago. He gave no
reason for denying the politically sensitive request made by
the Milan judiciary five months
ago.
However, prosecutors investigating the case said they would
not give up their efforts to have
the 22 men and women brought
to Italy and would resubmit the
request if a new Justice Minister
is named.
“We can ask for the extradition at another time, when
we have a new justice minister
and a new government,” said
Armando Spataro, the Milan
prosecutor who heads the
investigation into the February

2003 abduction case.
If
election
challenger
Romano Prodi is affirmed as the
winner of Italy’s disputed election earlier this week, his leftof-center government would
probably be more sympathetic
to the request than the incumbent, Silvio Berlusconi, one of
America’s staunchest European
allies.
“It’s very strange that our
ministry refused to cooperate
with this request,” Spataro said.
Spataro said he will also proceed with plans to prosecute the
22 current and former agents in
absentia and said he expected
their trial could begin this fall,
with or without their extradition.
Most of the 22 current and
former operatives are believed
to have been using false names
during the time they spent in
Milan plotting and executing
the February 2003 abduction,
and Spataro also acknowledges
it is unlikely the United States
would readily cooperate with
any extradition request.
The abducted imam, Osama
Mustafa Hassan Nasr, who is
also known as Abu Omar, was
whisked to Egypt, tortured and
remains in prison there, the
arrest warrants charge.
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Iran plans to install Diverse groups guard Holy Sepulcher Anger toward Israel
GAZA STRIP
centrifuges this year HOLY SEPULCHER
continued from page 17

IRAN
continued from page 17

setting for the speech was designed to stir
patriotic feelings, with a boys’ choir singing
the national anthem and shouts of “God is
great!”
But Iranians were clearly of two minds
about the impact of the development.
Minutes after the president’s speech
Tuesday night, one jubilant police officer
yelled, “America must respect us now!” then
quickly resumed questioning the blood-spattered victim of a traffic accident.
Others were less certain. “I’m still not sure
whether this brings us more or less security,”
said Mehdi Taheri, leaving an upscale restaurant with his wife. “The United States has
bases in Afghanistan, Iraq, Turkey and the
Persian Gulf countries. We’re surrounded.”
For now, Iran’s enrichment capabilities are
considered small scale, just 164 centrifuges that spin uranium hexafluoride gas into
enriched uranium. The process can produce
low-enriched uranium for power plants or
highly enriched uranium for nuclear weapons.
But Iran plans to install 3,000 centrifuges
at its Natanz site by late this year.
In an interview before the president’s
speech, Davoud H. Bavand, a political scientist in Tehran, said he wasn’t optimistic
about the future of international negotiations over Iran’s nuclear program. The U.N.
Security Council has given Iran until the
end of the month to suspend its enrichment activities, and so far there are no signs
that Ahmadinejad will back away from his
insistence that Iran has the right to peaceful
nuclear energy.
Bavand said he believes a showdown is
certain. “It’s too late to change the minds
of the international community and impart
that our activities are for peaceful purposes,”
Bavand said.
At a retail center in the capital, shoppers
who caught the end of Ahmadinejad’s speech
on radio late Tuesday expressed both pride
and concern.
“I’m in favor of Ahmadinejad, but even
I didn’t think he was brave enough to pick
a fight with the whole world,” said Negar
Rahimieh, waiting for a taxi near an Iranian
burger stand decorated with McDonald’sstyle golden arches.
“I’m so happy about this success. We
haven’t had this kind of technological progress in a long time,” said Ali Jalali, who
trained as an anesthesiologist, but, like many
Iranians, couldn’t find work in his field. He
now mans the desk of a car-rental agency. “Of
course, we cannot predict how the West will
react, but sanctions are nothing new for us,”
Jalali said.

Like the responsibility of opening
the doors, the church is itself divided.
Six different groups look after various sections. The Greek Orthodox,
Roman Catholic and Armenian Catholic
churches divide responsibilities for
maintaining and guarding the church’s
major sites: the spot where Jesus was
crucified and the tomb where he was
buried. Other parts of the church are
under the control of the Egyptian
Coptic, Ethiopian Orthodox and Syriac
Orthodox churches.
In an effort to calm tensions more
than 150 years ago, the Ottoman rulers
imposed an uneasy truce that froze the
divisions and prevented anyone from
changing anything. For that reason, a
small wooden ladder has remained on
a ledge untouched above the church
entrance ever since.
Two years ago, a tussle broke out
when a Greek Orthodox worshipper
accused Roman Catholic Franciscans
of disrespecting a procession by

leaving a church door open. In 2002,
nearly a dozen monks were injured in
fighting after Ethiopians took offense
when an Egyptian Coptic monk moved
a rooftop chair into the shade, a step
viewed as an aggressive attempt to
seize more space.
Through it all, the two Muslim families have helped to maintain the uneasy
balance of power by keeping the issue
of who controls the front door off the
table.
For elaborate door-opening ceremonies, such as those during the church’s
Easter celebrations, the two men play a
personal role, Joudeh bringing the key
to the church and Nuseibeh using it
to open the two iron spring locks. But
most days the job is done by a young
Palestinian whom the families hired to
open and close the church with a copy
of the original key.
Still, Nuseibeh and Joudeh proudly
show off photographs of themselves
meeting Pope John Paul II, standing
with kings and greeting dignitaries
from around the world.

continued from page 17

frustrations on the militants and their new
government, dominated by the Islamist
militant group Hamas.
But on Wednesday in Beit Lahiya most
of the anger was focused on Israel.
“What have we done to deserve this?”
Ghraben asked, sitting on a cushion with
four of her injured children. “We are farmers, and all of us are innocent civilians.
Not one of us fires rockets.”
Nearby, her husband, Mohammed,
picked through the shell of their house
as friends and relatives looked through
Hadil’s drawings of flowers and whales.
Mohammed Ghraben said the area
hadn’t been used by militants, who can set
up and fire the small rockets quickly from
just about anywhere.
Those who try to stop them end up paying a price.
Ahmed Abu Halima said militants in
the group Islamic Jihad shot him in the
foot when he and his brother tried to stop
them from using their farmland to fire
rockets into Israel in January.

Discarded ballots under investigation in Rome
BY

LIZ SLY

Knight Ridder Tribune

Italy’s hotly disputed election is fast
turning into a rerun of the Florida 2000
fiasco, with the discovery of a pile of
ballots dumped in the garbage on the
outskirts of Rome and the politicians continuing to bicker over who won the photofinish poll.
Rome’s authorities immediately ordered
an inquiry into the circumstances under
which 18 ballot boxes were found by a
passerby stacked beside municipal garbage cans near a school that had served as
a polling station.
They also said the 608 valid, marked ballots, contained in boxes clearly inscribed
with the words “Ministry of Interior,”
would not have changed the election
result and had probably been mistaken by
the school’s cleaners for trash.
Rome Procurator Giovanni Ferrara told
reporters the discarded votes had already
been included in the official vote count
and would therefore have no effect on the
still uncertain outcome of the election,
which left-of-center leader Romano Prodi
says he has won by a wafer-thin margin of
0.6 percent.
“No evidence has emerged that
there was an intentional act to alter the
election results,” he said.

A recount of the trashed ballots, however, found that the tally for the centerright coalition led by incumbent Prime
Minister Silvio Berlusconi, who is alleging
widespread fraud, had been undercounted by one vote, according to the Italian
daily Corriere della Sera.
“It is an issue of immense gravity,”
Rome’s mayor, Walter Veltroni, told the
newspaper. “It’s quite impossible for voting slips to turn up in the garbage ... and
we need to establish who is guilty of this.”
With Prodi ahead by just 25,000 votes out
of more than 38 million cast, Berlusconi’s
camp is demanding a review of the result,
insisting that every vote counts.
“There have been countless swindles
all over Italy. I am confident that the
result will be overturned,” Berlusconi told
reporters outside his Rome headquarters.
“You are not rid of me yet!”
“Berlusconi is swindling himself,”
responded Prodi, addressing a victory
rally in Bologna. “We have won ... and
Berlusconi must go home.”
The bookish Prodi, whose studious manner contrasts sharply with
the flamboyance of his opponent, has
already begun acting as Italy’s prime
minister-elect, telling reporters he will
begin forming his Cabinet in coming
days.

But Berlusconi’s supporters say that
the result has yet to be certified by Italy’s
high court and that it could be days or
even weeks before all the disputes are
settled.
“What I don’t understand is why Prodi
thinks he has the right to say he’s won.
It’s much too early to be singing victory,”
said Alfredo Biondi, a senior legislator in
Berlusconi’s Forza Italia party. “We need
to establish if there has been fraud, and
only the high court can establish that.”
Election officials are already re-examining around 45,000 nullified ballots
to see whether they should have been
included in the tally. Berlusconi is seeking
a review of 1.1 million ballots that were
discarded either because they were blank
or spoiled, and he has also demanded
that all the overseas votes should be discounted, though it is unclear whether his
demands will be met.
Under Italy’s electoral laws, Prodi’s
25,000-vote margin of victory is enough
to give him a majority of seats in the
lower house of deputies. Berlusconi
appears to have won the national vote in
the Senate, but preliminary results from
overseas voters suggest Prodi may also
take control of the upper house.
Alessandra Maggiorani contributed to
this report.

Tasty Gourmet
(781) 391-9969 321B Boston Ave.
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Solution to Wednesday's puzzle

Start your day out the holy way with Christ Chex!
— Dane Cook
Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.
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Housing

Housing

Housing

Housing

Services

Wanted

Short walk to Tufts.
4 bedroom duplex apartment on
two floors of two-family house,
1 1/2 bathrooms, washer/dryer
on premises, kitchen with walk-in
pantry, separate dining room, living
room, hardwood floors, backyard,
porches, quiet street, storage in
basement, lease. No pets. No
smokers. Available June 1, 2006.
$2400/mo., plus utilities. Call
Robert at (617) 227-8000

On College Ave, near campus
and Davis Square, large rooms,
furnished, newer appliances,
plenty of off-street parking, porch,
cable, sub-letting is allowed.
Available June 1. $2500/month.
Please call Ed at (781)395-3204 or
ebraunstein@hotmail.com

Medford. Corner Main/Willard.
2-bedroom apartments available
4/1, 6/1, 7/1. Hardwood floors,
porch, living/dining, EIC, basement
storage. W/D. Parking available.
Utilities not included. No pets.
$1200-1400/month. Joe at (617)
776-5396.

Bowdoin St, close to Sci Tech,
4 Br 2 Ba, dishwasher, fridge, free
laundry in unit. Hardwood floors,
1 offstreet pk space, lge EIK,
repainted, $2200/mo, avail 6/1, call
derek 978.390.4428 or email
derekyim@gmail.com

Apartments, Sublets
and Room Rentals. List and
browse FREE! Find an apartment,
sublet, or room! In all major cities
or areas. Studio, 1, 2 bdrm $7003000. www.sublet.com 1-877FOR-RENT (367-7386)

Up to $900 /month.
Healthy MEN, 18-38, enrolled/graduated from BA/BS program.
www.cryobankdonors.com

3 bedroom apartments.
Large modern kitchens with
refrigerators, dishwashers, disposals, and oak cabinets. Bathrooms
remodeled. Wall-to-wall carpeting,
front and back porches, garages
available, no fees, from $1495/mo.
(781)863-0440

4 apartments - No feesNewly renovated-Amazing location- 2 blocks to main campus.
Stunninly beautiful 4, 3, 3,1
bedroom apts. Available. Parking
available. Plan ahead for next year.
Available 9/1/06. $1,000 and up.
Please call 781-396-4675

3 BR Apt. with large kitchen,
common room, hardwood floors,
W/D, storage, porches. Reasonable
rent. Excellent condition. Parking
available. Short walk to school. Call
617-776-5467

Laurel Hill Inn Evening Program
for Eating Disorders The Evening
Program is a 5 minute walk from
Tufts campus, meeting Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday from
5:30 pm to 8:30pm Call 781-3930559 or visit www.laurelhillinn.com

Two-3 bedroom,
1 bath cable ready apartments.
Living and dining rooms, front/
back porch, storage units. 3 min
walk to Tufts. Available June 1st.
$1450/month (without utilities).
First month and security deposit
required. Call 877-723-7946.

Recently renovated,
this apartment offers a new kitchen, bathroom, hardwood floors,
large living/dining room, new
heating system, new windows.
There is plenty of natural sunlight,
a porch and parking garage. $2200.
Call: Arthur at 617-245-4025

Within walking distance
of campus and to T in Davis
Square. Reasonable Rent. Great
Apartments. Call Day or Night
Frank or Lina 617-625-7530. Offcampus living is the best.

4 Bedroom Apartment,
Gorgeous place, 2 Bathrooms,
All new kitchen, bathrooms, windows, insulation, walls, heating,
electrical. This place is beautiful.
Parking available. No fees. Must
see. 2 Blocks from Tufts. $2,200
Thanks. 781-396-4675

From this hillside neighborhood.
Available June 1, 2006. Two imaculate apartments. Four bedrooms
and three bedrooms. Updated eatin-kitchens, formal living rooms,
hardwood floors, front and back
porches, free laundry facilities,
offstreet parking for 5 cars, storage, garden. $600 per bedroom
+ utilities, no fee. Call Marjie at
(781)454-8484
Near campus, large rooms,
furnished, newer appliances,
porches, plenty of on street
parking (permit not required),
coin-op washer/dryer, sub-letting allowed, plenty of storage,
cable. Available May or June 1.
Rents from $1380 to 1500/month.
Please call Ed at (781)395-3204 or
ebraunstein@hotmail.com
Subletting Opportunity!!!
5 rooms for sublet this summer at 13 Emory St. Negotiable
rents starting at $650 a month.
Convenient location close to
Boston Ave Dunkin Doughnuts and
campus. Beautiful house.
Contact Ross Johnston
at 301.802.0883 or
rossgjohnston@gmail.com

1, 2, or 3 bedrooms
available June 1st for summer
sublet. On Bromfield Rd., close
to campus. Free laundry. Large
Kitchen. Storage Space. Carpeted.
Call 602-568-7691.
Apt for Rent. Medford/Tufts Area
2 Rm, W/W, Htd, Hw and Cable
included. On busline. Available
$875.00. Phone number: 781-3964661, 781-526-8797

4 bedroom house
on Winthrop Street. Rent is $650
per bedroom per month (summer
rent is negotiable). Contact Maggie
at (443)804-4321
3 Bedroom Apt cheap.
Very close to school. Excellent
condition. Free parking. Wont last.
617-448-6233.

5 Bedroom Apt cheap.
Good sized bedrooms. Free parking. Right across the street from
school. Very well located. 617448-6233.
3 Bedroom Apts.- Amazing.
Completely Refinished, New
Everything, 2 Bathrooms in each
apartment. Entire house rebuilt.
Gorgeous. Only two blocks to
main campus. Killer places!
Please call 781-526-8471
South Medford, half block
from Science building, furnished4 bedrooms, modern 7 room apt
in a 2 family house- 2nd and 3rd
floors- washer and dryer- off street
parking- $2200, last month and
security Call 781-391-2072

Local Tufts alum (close to Tufts)
seeking responsible, patient,
loving, energetic, non-smoking part-time babysitter. Hours
and scheduling flexible. Salary
commensurate with experience.
Please call Faith at (781) 258-9027
for details.
BECOME A JETBLUE CAMPUS
REP – HIRING FOR FALL. Run
events and create promotions on
your campus for JetBlue Airways.
Earn great incentives and gain
amazing experience for your
resume! Go to: Repnation.com/
JetBlue to apply

LEADERS NEEDED:
Summer Teenage Bicycling Trips.
USA, CANADA, EUROPE. Salary
plus expenses paid. Student
Hosteling Program, PO Box 419,
CONWAY, MA 01341 (800) 3436132. www.bicycletrips.com.

Event
Event

What do you need to know?
Commencement 2006
http://commencement.tufts.edu
All Students Applying
to Medical, Dental or Veterinary
School in 2006. Register
with Health Professions
Recommendation Committee by
April 15th. Packets in Dowling Hall
and studentservices.tufts.edu/studentforms.htm

$10/hour, 2 hours/session.
Participate in many or just one session. Located in Davis Square. For
info, e-mail harold@sens.com.

CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $5 per week with Tufts ID or $10 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the
insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an
overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Roberts holds his own with the best

Tiger: plagued by Hot Wife Syndrome?

ROBERTS

BAULD

Continued from page 23

appreciated my game.”
The next year, Roberts moved up
to No. 3 singles and started 5-0 before
breaking his finger, but by then it was
clear that he would be a mainstay on the
tennis team. Slowly, Roberts started to
provide the same leadership that Yates
instilled in him a year earlier.
“He has been really good at strategizing and a really strong leader at
making other players feel comfortable,”
said senior Ben Alexander, Roberts’ cocaptain on the 2006 squad. “This year,
with the top four singles players all being
basically even in ability, we have been
able to find the best matchups for our
players.”
Roberts has encountered firsthand the
competitiveness that tennis can bring
out between teammates jockeying for
the precious few top spots on the ladder.
To combat this, he has fostered a better
team atmosphere, encouraging players
to spend time together to ease tensions
that might crop up because of close
competition.
“We are always having team lunches,”
Alexander said. “Our team has become
extremely close.”
Aside from his off-court role as captain, Roberts has experienced strong
success over the past two seasons and is
trying to stay healthy.

The highlight of Roberts’ season came
last Sunday, when he tied Williams’
top-ranked player, sophomore Daniel
Greenberg. Greenberg is one of the
better players in the NESCAC and the
region, having beaten Div. I Dartmouth’s
top seed, junior David Waslen.
“It was a great feeling,” Roberts said.
“Coach Eng sent me an e-mail that night
saying that I could be one of the best 10
players in the country. And the Williams
coach commented that it was the most
he had seen Daniel Greenberg struggle
in a long time.”
Last year, he came very close to defeating Amherst senior Lenny Lepner, a top
Div. III player. But even with his personal accomplishments, the team did
not break the .500 mark in 2005.
Immediately after the season, Roberts
worked to revamp the practice schedule,
and his more focused approach is starting to pay dividends. The team rebounded from three shutout losses to NESCAC
teams with two huge 5-2 weekend wins
over Wheaton and Bowdoin, bringing
the team’s overall record to 4-5 with four
more matches left to play.
Although Roberts has another year of
eligibility, it is unlikely that he will exercise the option.
“If they would pay me to come back
next year, maybe I would do it” he said.
“Otherwise, I have probably put together
my last preseason practice schedule.”

Continued from page 23

Suddenly Sucking. The two divorced in 1999,
and that same year Agassi won the French
Open and the U.S. Open, and finished No. 1
in the world.
Now there’s no conclusive evidence that
Ms. Shields had an adverse affect on Agassi.
Just like they’ll probably find weapons of
mass destruction in Iraq.
Agassi is a unique example; not only did
he successfully combat the effect of HWS,
but he later married Stefi Graff, forging an
unholy alliance of athletic perfection that
may allow him to continue playing tennis until he’s 90. Even this, however, is not
a guaranteed cure (see: the GarciaparraHamm Alliance).
Agassi survived, but not all are so lucky.
Take Doug Christie for example. The hapless
former Kings guard had a “unique” marriage
that may have hurt his NBA career. He and
his wife shared intricate hand signals during
games, his wife telling him what play to run
or to smile on the bench, and Christie telling
her he loves her. She also used to follow in a
car behind the team bus, talking to Christie
on a cell phone until the team arrived at the
arena or hotel.
Yowza.

NESCAC dominates national rankings
NESCAC
Continued from page 23

Patients enjoy a day of fishing
FISHING
Continued from page 22

diagnosed with an aggressive type of
cancer called rhabdomyosarcoma. It’s
a malignant tumor of the soft tissue,
which appeared on Lauren’s buttocks.
Now, after a year of chemotherapy
and radiation treatments at Baptist
Children’s Hospital, Lauren’s tumor is
gone. And she was enjoying her day on
the water like any other kid, except for
sounding a bit more grown-up than the
average 5-year-old.
“I’m going to be a doctor when I grow
up — and a teacher!’’ she declared.
Lauren and 13 others who have
undergone treatment for a disease
that’s not supposed to affect people
so young were treated to a half-day
fishing trip by organizers and sponsors of the Lucerne-Gossman Memorial
Backcountry Fishing Competition,
slated for April 21-23. The tournament
raises money for children’s services at
the new Homestead Hospital.
Each child received a free rod and
reel, goodie bag, glass trophy and picnic
lunch at Homestead Bayfront Park. The

fishing tackle, bait, food and prizes were
donated by local companies. Each fishing guide donated a half-day trip.
“It’s their busiest season — that’s
huge,’’ said captain Dave Sutton, the
event’s coordinator, of his fellow guides.
The kids and their parents seemed to
enjoy themselves. Saturday marked the
first fishing trip for 13-year-old Edward
Nina of Miami, diagnosed last year with
Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Fishing with captain Jimmy Hixon, Edward caught snapper and jack crevalles.
“I liked it a lot,’’ he said. “When I was
catching fish, they kept pulling me back.
And we were going fast in the boat.’’
Six-year-old Juliana Bach, who has
been battling leukemia since she was
3, caught barracuda and snapper with
captain Rich Smith. Juliana’s mom,
Lenora, said her daughter has been off
treatment for nine months.
“She’s got four more years watching
it, and then she’s cured,’’ Lenora Bach
said.
Said Smith of his young guest: “She’s
a trooper. I fell in love with her in five
minutes.’’

Christie, plagued by injuries, averaged 3.7
points and 2.0 assists in seven games for the
Mavericks in 2005. Now not too many are
crying over the loss of Doug Christie, but
HWS’s greatest victim may be yet to come.
Tiger Woods, arguably the most dominant
force in golf, fell victim to the song of the harpie, when in 2004 he married Swedish supermodel Elin Nordegren. A Swedish supermodel? This was just asking for trouble.
A month before the wedding Tiger lost
his No. 1 world ranking to Vijay Singh, and
he chalked up only one tournament victory in all of 2004. Although he regained his
top ranking in 2005 and broke his majors
drought by winning the Masters that year
and later the British Open, Woods has yet to
return to his old form.
Now some will argue that Tiger is still
the player to beat in the golfing world, and
maybe he’ll be able to break out of the
dreaded Wife Strangle. Only time will tell, but
if history (and photographs) are any indication, Tiger best get content with finishing
second.
This is a real problem folks, and it is only
a matter of time before medical science
acknowledges HWS as a fact. But until that
time, Mrs. Mickelson, if things don’t work out
with Phil, my e-mail address is below.

understandable due to the high quantity of
shots she faces.
On the offensive side, Williams senior
Rachel Barr also earned league Co-Player
of the Week honors. The Ephs (6-2, 2-2
NESCAC) only had two games last week, but
that was enough for Barr to find the back of
the net an amazing 14 times.
Last Wednesday against Springfield, Barr
opened the week with a flourish, netting
nine goals and adding an assist for a 10point game in Williams’ 20-16 win over the
Pride. Barr ended the week helping Williams
pick up an always-crucial conference victory
outscoring Trinity’s entire team in her team’s
14-2 win over the Bantams on Saturday.
Barr’s extraordinary week elevated her to,
or at least near, the top of the conference
in two major statistical categories. Her 4.50
goals per game is best in the NESCAC by
almost an entire goal, and her 4.62 points per
game is second-best in the conference, an
amazing feat considering she has only one
assist all season long with 35 of her 36 points
coming off goals. Junior Kaylan Tildsley (25
goals, 12 assists, 37 points), also of Williams,
leads the conference in points per game with
5.29.
It is not just individuals racking up accolades this spring, as NESCAC women’s
lacrosse teams have once again made their

mark nationally, with six of the league’s
teams ranked among the nation’s top 11.
Middlebury leads the way at No. 2, and
ranked seventh through 11th, respectively,
are Colby, Amherst, Bowdoin, Williams, and
Tufts.
NESCAC News and Notes: Women’s
lacrosse is not the only spring sport where
NESCAC schools have a notable presence in
the rankings. In men’s lacrosse, five NESCAC
teams are in the top 20. Bates and Wesleyan
rank eighth and ninth, while Middlebury,
Tufts, and Bowdoin are found further down
at 12th, 17th, and 19th, respectively.
On the tennis court, the NESCAC has
garnered plenty of recognition as well. In
women’s tennis, Amherst leads six nationally-ranked NESCAC schools at number three.
Williams and Middlebury follow at eighth
and ninth, respectively, while Connecticut
College and Bowdoin are further down at
22nd and 23rd. Tufts ranks 27th nationally.
In men’s tennis, four NESCAC teams
are ranked in the top 25. Middlebury and
Williams are the best of the league at fourth
and sixth in the nation, respectively. Trinity
is ranked 10th in the nation, and Amherst
rounds out the quartet at 21st nationally.
In the most recent baseball poll, Tufts
found itself ranked ninth in the nation,
although that could fall after the Jumbos
dropped three games to Bowdoin last weekend.
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Doubles matches present
problems as Amherst rolls
TENNIS
Continued from page 24

sophomore Alicia Menezes (6-4, 64).
Tufts junior Stephanie Ruley
had the toughest loss of the afternoon. After capturing the first set,
she dropped the next two to Lord
Jeff sophomore Monica Snyder at
the No. 3 slot and ended up losing, 4-6, 6-4, 6-2. At No. 4, Amherst
sophomore Jennifer Murphy overwhelmed Jumbo freshman Jessica
Knez in straight sets, 6-0, 6-2.
Rounding out the singles, junior
Kylyn Deary (who is a Senior Staff
Writer for the Daily), playing at No.
5, fell to Lord Jeff senior Hadley
Miller (6-4, 6-4).
“I think that everyone played
great singles,” Luten said. “Everyone
fought hard and played really
strong. As I said before, we matched
up very well against them in singles
and we were right on their toes.”
Bram also felt that the statistics
fail to tell the whole story.
“The match score really did not
reflect how close it was,” Bram said.
“A lot of matches could have gone
either way, and they just didn’t go
our way. For a lot of matches, it was
just a matter of points that Amherst
won.”
The squad’s doubles teams fared
no better than singles, picking up
a total of six games to Amherst’s
24. At No. 1 doubles, Deary and
Luten took only one game from the
team of Menezes and Raverta in the
8-1 loss. From No. 2, Snyder and
Murphy trumped Knez and Ruley
by an identical 8-1 score. Tufts
freshman Mari Homma saw court
time on Tuesday when she teamed
up with Bram at No. 3 doubles,
but Ankola and Miller proved too
much, downing Homma and Bram
8-4.

Admirals Cup highlights weekend’s races
SAILING
Continued from page 24

“Amherst definitely outplayed us
in doubles,” Luten said. “We have
been working on our doubles a lot
lately and we need to step it up
even more.”
Given the injuries the team has
suffered over the course of the season, it has been difficult for Tufts to
cement its doubles lineup.
“We’ve been playing around with
different combinations of players,”
Bram said. “We’re trying to find the
best combination and it has been
tough because there have been a
lot of injuries.”
Entering the match, the squad
was keen to tally up the victory.
“We have always been somewhat
rivals with Amherst,” Luten said.
“We wanted to beat and surprise
them. Going into the match we
were pumped and ready to fight.
That definitely showed in our gutsy
singles matches.”
Tufts was unfazed from the outset by the Jeffs’ superior ranking.
“We went there with a lot of confidence to go out and have a good
day,” Bram said. “Even though
we lost doubles, there were so
many close singles matches and
we were pretty close to winning
right through the singles. I’m sure
Amherst didn’t think it was an easy
win.”
Back at .500 on the season with
its 6-6 record, the Jumbos now
look to put this loss behind them,
and focus on this afternoon’s road
match against Williams, who currently hold the No. 8 ranking in the
nation. Tufts is 2-3 in NESCAC play
this season.
“I think we are very confident going into the match versus
Williams,” Luten said. “We played
tough tennis against Amherst and
we know we need to play the same
way against Williams.”

Young cancer patients reel in a
really good time on the water
BY SUSAN

COCKING

Knight Ridder Tribune

First came a colorful yellowtail snapper, then a darting blue
runner. Five-year-old Lauren
Fernandez was excited to reel
them in.
“Can we catch another one?’’’
Lauren asked captain Mike
Haines.
Replied the guide: “All right.
I’m going to cast this out for
you.’’
Lauren waited impatiently for
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a fish to strike the live shrimp
on her hook, and seconds later
she was hooked up, struggling to
turn the handle on the spinning
reel.
“Wow, Lauren! You can do
it,’’ her mother, Margie, encouraged.
Watching the kindergarten
student pull in a feisty blue runner Saturday on Biscayne Bay,
it was hard to believe that only
two years earlier, she had been

regatta, races are head-to-head
to see which boat advances.
Tufts sailors beat Bowdoin and
Boston University before falling
to Rhode Island in the championship race, leaving Tufts with a
second-place finish at the regatta.
Seniors Tommy Leach and
Michaela Brady-Lederer, junior
Jimmy Praley, sophomores
Meredith Ginley and Michael
Easton and freshmen Christina
Kelly all took part in that race.
“It was about what we expected it to be,” Ginley said. “We were
racing on our lake in our boats,
but we were sailing against top A
division teams. We were able to
get in there and really compete.”
Women’s sailing had a tougher
weekend than the coed teams.
Traveling to Boston University
to sail in the Women’s President’s
Trophy, juniors Gretchen Curtis
and Jen Giroux finished ninth in
the A division, and junior Emily
Randall and sophomore Chloe
Rossen took sixth in the B division. Overall, the Jumbos finished
eighth out of 15 teams, behind
Dartmouth, MIT, Harvard, BC,
Yale, Connecticut and Coast
Guard, respectively.
Next week, the coed team will

JAMES HARRIS/TUFTS DAILY

Senior Zander Kirkland (right) and sophomore Katie Greenlee competed
with the coed sailing team to take first at the Ferrerone Team Race at
Yale last weekend.
head down to the US Merchant
Marine Academy at Kings Point,
N.Y. to race in the Admirals Cup.
Siegal, Martin, Cruise and Rask
will sail in dinghies in the regatta,
and Kirkland will man the laser.
Senior Bryan Prior and sophomore Sam Adelman will make
the trip, as well as heavy crew
in case it gets breezy. Leach,
Ginley, Easton and Kelly will go
to Boston University for the BU
Trophy.
The women’s team will race in

420s in the Women’s Dellenbaugh
Trophy, held at Brown. The level
of competition in this regatta will
be similar to that of the New
England Championships, providing the team with good practice
for that event. Sophomores Katie
Storck and Lindsey Gibbons-Neff
will sail in the A division team
along with Curtis and Giroux in
the B division.
Tufts will also host the Gibb
Trophy, a freshmen regatta, this
weekend.

SCHEDULE | April 10 - April 16
MON

TUES

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT

SUN

@ Middlebury @ Middlebury
(2) 1:00 p.m. (2) 12:00 p.m.

Baseball

@ Bates (2)
1:00 p.m.

Softball

Men’s
Lacrosse

@ Colby
1:00 p.m.

Women’s
Lacrosse

@ Conn.
College
11:30 a.m.

Babson
4:30 p.m.
Colby
4:00 p.m.

Men’s Tennis

Women’s
Tennis

@ Williams
5:00 p.m.

Men’s Track

Davis Invit.
@UMass Lowell
10:00 a.m.

Women’s
Track

Davis Invit.
@UMass Lowell
10:00 a.m.
Women’s
Lacrosse
4:30 p.m.

Jumbocast

see FISHING, page 21

STATISTICS | STANDINGS
Men's Lax NESCAC Standings
Team

NESCAC OVERALL

Bates
Bowdoin
Middlebury
Tufts
Wesleyan
Conn. College
Williams
Amherst
Colby
Trinity

W
5
3
3
3
3
1
1
1
1
1

L
0
1
1
1
1
3
3
4
4
4

W
9
6
4
7
8
3
3
2
3
4

Men's Lacrosse
G A
Billy Granger
Mark Warner
Mike O'Brien
Michael Hughes
Brett Holm
Chris Connelly
Rory Doucette
Connor Ginsberg
Joe Cavallo
Casey D'Annolfo
Peter Whitney
Dane Carillo
Chase Bibby
Goaltending
Matt Harrigan

L
0
3
3
2
1
5
4
5
5
4

P

10 10 20
9
9
18
8
6
14
10
1
11
7
1
8
7
0
7
4
3
7
3
1
4
3
0
3
2
1
3
2
1
3
1
2
3
2
0
2
Sh Sa Sa%
160 102 .637

Women's Lax NESCAC Standings
Team

NESCAC OVERALL

Middlebury
Colby
Amherst
Tufts
Bowdoin
Wesleyan
Williams
Trinity
Bates
Conn. College

W
4
4
2
2
2
2
2
1
0
0

L
0
1
1
1
2
2
2
3
3
4

W
6
8
5
6
8
7
6
4
4
4

Women's Lacrosse
G A

Dena Miller
Lauren Murphy
Alyssa Corbett
Sarah Williams
Maya Shoham
Bretlyn Curtis
Meredith Harris
Christine Attura
Courtney Thomas
Jackie Thomas
Caitlin Friedensohn
Pentz/Frisina
Goaltending
Gillian Kline
Tracy Rittenour

20
14
13
8
7
8
7
5
5
3
1
1
GA
46
6

L
1
1
1
1
2
3
2
5
3
6

P

29
9
23
9
18
5
16
8
15
8
13
5
12
5
9
4
8
3
3
0
3
2
2
1
SV Sa%
30 .394
4 .400

Baseball NESCAC Standings

Softball NESCAC Standings

Team
NESCAC East
Bowdoin
Trinity
Tufts
Colby
Bates

W
4
4
3
1
0

L
2
2
3
2
3

T
0
0
0
0
0

L
5
7
7
7
6

T
0
0
0
0
0

Team
NESCAC East
Trinity
Tufts
Bates
Bowdoin
Colby

NESCAC West
Amherst
Middlebury
Williams
Wesleyan
Hamilton

3
4
1
0
0

0
1
2
4
1

1 11 4
0 8 5
0 13 6
1 6 11
0 5 11

1
0
0
1
0

NESCAC West
Williams
Amherst
Middlebury
Hamilton
Wesleyan

NESCAC

OVERALL

W
13
13
11
6
4

Baseball
BA HR RBI

Bryan McDavitt
Jim O'Leary
Nick Curato
Brian Casey
Brian McDonough
Kevin Casey
Kyle Backstrom
Greg Chertok
Ben Chang
Patrick Kennedy
Pitching
Derek Rice
Zak Smotherman
Erik Johanson
Ben Simon

.462
.439
.400
.367
.344
.333
.328
.324
.267
.240
W L
2 1
3 1
0 0
3 1

0
1
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
ERA
1.85
2.20
0.75
2.43

17
12
10
10
17
8
14
8
6
3
SO
13
28
7
20

NESCAC OVERALL

W
2
2
0
0
0

L W L
0 15 3
0 15 9
0 5 5
2 10 14
2 2 11

2
3
3
0
0

0 14 8
1 11 5
1 7 7
2 1 13
4 5 16

Softball
BA HR RBI
Danielle Lopez
Cara Hovhanessian
Jessica Barrett
Samantha Kuhles
Alison Drobiarz
Laura Chapman
Maya Ripecky
Heather Kleinberger
Mara Dodson

.430
.397
.391
.375
.364
.311
.308
.288
.286

9
2
1
0
0
0
1
0
0

Pitching
Sarah Conroy
Julia Brenta
Lauren Gelmetti
Erica Bailey

W
4
3
5
2

ERA
2.66
3.51
2.73
4.30

L
2
2
1
4

30
20
7
6
1
1
3
10
8
SO
24
18
33
28

USILA Div. III Men’s Lacrosse
as of Apr. 3, 2006

Ranking, team (No. 1 votes)
1. Salisbury (15)
2. Lynchburg
3. Gettysburg
4. Roanoke
5. Nazareth
6. SUNY Cortland
7. RIT
8. Dickinson
15. Tufts

Div. III Women’s Lacrosse
as of Mar. 27, 2006

Ranking, team (No. 1 votes)
1. Salisbury (13)
2. Middlebury
3. SUNY Cortland
4. The College of New Jersey
5. Gettysburg
6. Bowdoin
7. Amherst
8. Franklin & Marshall
Also receiving votes: Tufts (24 points)

Div. III Baseball
as of Apr. 3, 2006

Ranking, team (No. 1 votes)
1. Emory (26-2)
2. Wooster (21-3)
3. The College of New Jersey (15-2)
4. SUNY Cortland (16-4)
5. St. Scholastica (18-2)
6. Rowan (16-4)
7. Chapman (19-7)
8. Mary Washington
9. Tufts (11-4)
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ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

ANDREW BAULD | YOU CAN’T STEAL FIRST

After tough arrival, Roberts finally hits stride
BY

WILL BENDETSON

DailyDaily Staff Writer

Varsity collegiate players are used to
being the best. Most were their team’s
MVP in high school, played on elite club
teams, and were highly recruited by
several programs at the intercollegiate
level.
But many find the transition from goto player to role player a rocky one, and
senior tennis tri-captain Paul Roberts
was no exception. A three-sport athlete
competing in basketball, tennis, and soccer, Roberts was on cloud nine during his
post-graduate year at Phillips Exeter.
He played against current North
Carolina point guard Rashad McCants,
NBA star Carmelo Anthony, and current
Tufts basketball center Dan Martin, but
found the most success on the tennis
court as a four-time New Hampshire
state champion, a two-time New England
semifinalist, and a Boston Globe allscholastic honoree. During his PG year
college search, Roberts had his heart
set on playing tennis for Div. I Boston
College.
“It was kind of a setback when I had to
settle for a Div. III school,” Roberts said.
The frustration continued in his freshman year, as Roberts, who believed he
could be a key contributor to the team,
was relegated to the No. 7 spot upon
arriving at Tufts, playing the exhibition
matches in each competition.
“I was irate at the coach,” he said. “I
even beat the No. 1 player on our team
at the time. It was not a fun experience
because at No. 7, it’s really hard to feel
part of the team.”
Roberts went from a feeling of exuberance and confidence a year earlier to
one of anger and disappointment. The
team was struggling and as a freshman,
Roberts thought he could do better than
the starters.
“That was a tough year,” Roberts said.

Rule #76: No excuses.
Play like a champion!

W

atching

NATE GRUBMAN

The Tufts E-Men progressed to the
semifinals of the UMassacre Tournament
this weekend. Then they got stuck in the
mud.
After winning five of their first six games
to earn a trip to the tournament semifinals, the E-men saw their tournament
end prematurely at the hands of Amherst
Regional High School.
“We were not as good as we have been
our past few tournaments,” sophomore
Sam DuPont said. “We’re a little disappointed on the whole. We lost two games
and we were going into the tournament
hoping to win it.”
After losing to host UMass earlier in
the tournament, the E-Men were one win
away from setting up a rematch in the
tournament finals. Standing in their way
was one of the best high school teams in
the nation.
“They’re perennially the best high
school team in the nation,” DuPont
said. “They’ve got very good throws.
When they play against college teams,
they have nothing to lose. From our

fourteen-year-old boy with gray hair. The
second was that Phil Mickelson’s wife, Amy,
is gorgeous. No new revelation, but it got me
thinking.
JAMES HARRIS/TUFTS DAILY

Senior tri-captain Paul Roberts plays in a match against Williams on Apr. 1. After struggling through his freshman season at the No. 7 spot, Roberts has moved up to take the
team’s top spot this season.
“The team was supposed to do really well matured into a leader on the varsity
and when you are No. 7, you just want to squad and took the initiative to improve
play in a meaningful match. I thought I his game while helping his team.
“Adam was tremendous,” Roberts said.
could do better and help the team.”
According to Roberts, McCants once “He is someone that told me to stick with
called him “feisty” during a basketball it and he was close with coach at the time
game, and that characterization stayed and he told him about my abilities and
with Roberts ever since. Though he does strengths.”
Ironically, it was Yates who ended
not have fancy strokes or jaw-dropping
hits, Roberts has few attributes that Roberts’ undefeated streak in high school
might impress coaches looking for style tennis. Roberts was 45-0 until Yates finalpoints. Rather, it is his athleticism that ly handed him his defeat.
“I had 15 match points and Yates still
stands out.
“I think of myself as an athlete playing came back and beat me,” Roberts said.
tennis,” Roberts said. “It was tough con- “The next week I beat him in the New
England Championships, so we defivincing coach of my strengths.”
Robert’s closeness with some of the nitely had a bit of a rivalry and Adam
older players, particularly former captain
Adam Yates (LA ‘05), paid off. Roberts
see ROBERTS, page 21

standpoint, if we win, we beat a high
school team. If we lose, we look like idiots.”
The E-Men’s fear of falling short against
a high school team became a reality in the
first half. Amherst completely dominated
Tufts early on, grabbing a 7-1 lead going
into the halftime break.
The Jumbos responded, however, going
on a 7-1 run in the second half to tie
the game at eight. At that point, Amherst
swiped the match on a long pass to secure
the 9-8 win.
“The good thing about that game is that
we refused to give up,” said senior captain
Rob Spies. “We really battled back and we
almost won.”
The match left the E-Men with a sour
taste in their mouths after enjoying a comparably sweet victory over Dartmouth in
the quarterfinals. Dartmouth is considered one of the top teams in the region.
“Every chance we get to match up with
a regional rival, especially one of the best
regional rivals, we don’t take that game
lightly,” Spies said. “We came out in that
game and we pretty much just showed
that we are a better team than them.”

According to the players, the E-Men
held an athletic advantage, and used that
advantage to move the Frisbee quickly
and outrun Dartmouth.
The win helped the team bounce back
from an early loss to the tournament’s
hosts. After easily winning its first three
games, Tufts faced UMass in extremely
poor field conditions, and lost 13-9.
“All Saturday, we were six inches deep in
mud, which makes it hard to run,” DuPont
said. “That’s kind of an equalizer. I think
we’re better than UMass, but they got the
better of us.”
UMass went on to win the tournament
championship. While the E-Men had their
sights set on a first-place finish, they are
not overly concerned about their failure to
win.
“The tournaments that we’re playing
now are all basically tune-up tournaments,”
DuPont said. “Our real season starts in
two weeks with Metro Boston Sectionals.
That’s the first step to Nationals.”
Currently, the E-Men are ranked No.
18 nationally in the Ultimate Players
Association Top 25, ahead of any other
team in the region.

INSIDE THE NESCAC

Women’s lacrosse Players of Week post massive stats
BY

ANDREW SILVER

Daily Editorial Board

When an honor normally reserved for
one player is given to two, it is typically
because no single player stands out enough
to earn the award alone. That wasn’t the
case, however, when the NESCAC awarded
Co-Player of the Week honors in women’s
lacrosse last week -- they were for arguably
the two best performances in the conference all season.
The first of the two receiving the honor
was Colby junior goalie Catharine O’Brien.
O’Brien accumulated a .658 save percentage in three games last week, leading the
Mules (9-1, 4-1 NESCAC) to wins in all
three.

last

The first was that Fred Couples looks like a

Jumbos falter in UMassacre Tournament semifinals
Senior Staff Writer

Masters

Sunday, two sights struck me.

ULTIMATE FRISBEE

BY

the

Colby’s biggest win of last week came
on Saturday at Tufts in the form of a 13-12
result, handing the Jumbos their first loss of
the season. Although the Mules generated
plenty of offense, including two goals and
four assists from Allie Libby, it was O’Brien’s
18 saves that helped Colby recover from a
7-4 halftime deficit to steal the win.
In the Mules’ other NESCAC triumph
last week, a 21-10 result over intrastate rival
Bates last Wednesday, O’Brien was even
more impressive. The junior goalie posted
22 saves in the win, asserting her control
with the game tied at seven late in the first
half, and allowing Colby to mount a 14-3
run to end the game.
O’Brien provided another eight saves
in Colby’s final game of the week, a 21-3

non-conference drubbing of Keene State,
giving her a total of 48 saves and only 25
goals against on the week. On Tuesday,
in her first game after receiving conference Player of the Week honors, O’Brien
made another 10 saves as Colby downed
Plymouth State, 24-15, in the Mules’ ninth
consecutive victory.
As of Monday, O’Brien led the NESCAC
in two of the three major statistical categories for goaltenders. Her .579 save percentage is best in the conference by a comfortable margin, and her 12.67 saves per game
leads all NESCAC goalies by over one save
per game. O’Brien’s 9.50 goals allowed per
game is only eighth-best in the league,
see NESCAC, page 21

As my roommate and I stared transfixed
at the television image of Mrs. Mickelson
bathing in late afternoon sunlight, a stat
appeared that highlighted the fact that Phil
Mickelson, having gone 0-for-42 in all previous majors, now owned two Green Jackets
with three majors victories. So what happened? Did he shorten his swing? Did he
start a new exercise regime? Maybe. But I
think Mrs. Mickelson may hold the answer
to Phil’s newfound success.
In all those 42 previous majors, Phil was
either thinking, “I’ve got to make this putt
for birdie,” or, “Damn! I’ve got to hurry up
and get home to my hot wife.” I think we can
guess which it was.
Now Phil easily could have remained content being the Greatest Player Never to Win a
Title with Mrs. Mickelson waiting for him at
home. But I’m betting that wasn’t going to fly
with her, and an ultimatum was made: win a
title, or sleep on the couch. That’ll produce
results fast.
So now Lefty is sitting pretty, but he should
be thankful. He could have ended up like so
many other athletes who walked down the
aisle and quickly fell apart. I think most of
us are aware of the impact wives have had
on certain athletes, what you might call the
“Yoko Ono Effect.” Some may call it superstition. I call it Hot Wife Syndrome (HWS), and
it’s a reality.
The most famous victim of this phenomenon is Andre Agassi. Following his marriage
to Brooke Shields in 1997, Agassi won no
major titles that year and fell to the 141st
world ranking. Poor Andre. He married
“Suddenly Susan” and immediately began
see BAULD, page 21
Andrew Bauld is a junior majoring in English.
He can be reached at Andrew.Bauld@tufts.
edu.

DAILY DIGITS

40,530
Approximate number of fans who booed
Vice President Dick Cheney when he
threw out the first pitch in the Washington Nationals’ home-opening loss to the
New York Mets.

10
Assists by Shaquille O’Neal, which
went along with his 15 points and 11
rebounds in Miami’s 106-97 win over
Toronto on Tuesday night. It was the Big
Aristotle’s second career triple-double.

2
Home runs hit by former Red Sox pitcher
Bronson Arroyo in his first two games as
a pitcher in the National League for the
Cincinatti Reds. Arroyo took Chicago Cub
Glendon Rusch deep both times.

-1
Home runs hit by Wily Mo Pena (sort of),
the supposed power-hitting outfielder
the Red Sox acquired for Arroyo during
Spring Training. Yesterday, a ball hit off
of Pena’s glove and landed in the bullpen for a home run.
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WOMEN’S LACROSSE

Tufts comes up short against conference-best Middlebury
BY JON

DINERSTEIN

Daily Staff Writer

Middlebury handed Tufts its second straight loss Tuesday when it
trounced the Jumbos, 19-6, at its
WOMEN’S LACROSSE
at Middlebury, Vt.
Tufts 6
Middlebury 19
Renehan (M): 4 goals, 1 assist
Edelen (M):2 goals, 2 assists

home field.
With the loss, Tufts fell to 6-2 on
the season and 2-2 in the NESCAC.
Middlebury held onto the league’s
top position with a perfect 5-0 mark
against league opponents and a 6-1
overall record. Tufts remains tied for
fifth with Bowdoin, Wesleyan, and
Williams.
The game started off poorly for
the Jumbos as Middlebury scored
five unanswered goals, with two
coming from senior co-captain
Alison Perencevich. Tufts didn’t
break the shutout until the 23-minute mark when freshman Maya
Shoham finally found the back of
the goal for the Jumbos.
The Panthers responded with a
run of three straight goals, bringing
the score to 8-1. Tufts scored another goal with 11:45 left in the half,
but Middlebury finished the half
with yet another scoring run, this
time of four goals with two coming
from senior co-captain Elizabeth
Renehan.
The Panthers continued their
rout in the second half, never letting

their lead slip below 10 goals and
extending the final margin to 13.
Despite the loss, coach Carol Rappoli
focused on the positive aspects of
Tuesday’s game.
“[Junior] Jackie Thomas and
[Sophomore] Alyssa Corbett played
extremely well,” Rappoli said.
“Jackie Thomas played a really
aggressive game by denying the ball
from the other team wherever she
was,” Corbett said of her teammate.
“I think in order to bounce back
from these past two losses we all
need to start playing as intensely as
jackie for the entire game, and not
just for sections of a game.”
Middlebury’s Renehan finished
the game with four goals and sophomore Katherine Entswhile had
three. Four more Panthers finished
with two goals apiece: Perencevich,
senior Channing Weymouth, junior
Claire Edelen, and sophomore Mimi
Schatz.
Middlebury’s goalkeeping stifled
the Jumbo attack throughout the
game. First-half goalie freshman
Blair Bowie saved six of the eight
shots she faced to bury the Jumbos
early. Second-half goalie sophomore Whitney Wildrick saved three
of seven.
Tufts senior tri-captain Dena
Miller provided the Jumbos with two
goals, while Shoham, Corbett, freshman Christina Attura, and senior tricaptain Meredith Harris all contributed a goal apiece. Shoham was also
credited with an assist. Freshman
goalie Gillian Kline saved seven of
19 shots sustained during a firsthalf barrage. Junior Tracy Rittenour

JAMES HARRIS/TUFTS DAILY

Sophomore attack Sarah Williams (14) and the women’s lacrosse team, shown here in their Apr. 1 17-14 win
over Bates, suffered a 19-6 defeat at the hands of Middlebury on Tuesday.
stopped two of nine in the second.
Coming into the game, Tufts’
.377 save percentage was last in the
NESCAC.
Middlebury effectively exploited
Tufts’ weakness by piling on the
offense early and often.
On the other end of the field,
the Middlebury defense limited the

Jumbos to only a single assist in
the contest, shutting down arguably
Tufts’ biggest strength: passing.
The Jumbos hope to put the ugly
loss behind them in time for today’s
home game against Babson, which
is at 4:30.
Babson presents an interesting match up for the Jumbos, as

WOMEN’S TENNIS

the Beavers lost to fellow-NESCAC
member Bates 17-8 back in March.
Tufts defeated Bates 17-14 at the
beginning of April.
“We’re not going into it expecting
an easy win,” Harris said.
The Beavers currently have a 3-0
record within the NEWMAC conference and a 9-3 record overall.

SAILING

Lord Jeffs hold court over Tufts squad with 8-1 win Wins at Yale and
in Tyrell Trophy
among triumphs
BY

THOMAS EAGER

Senior Staff Writer

The women’s tennis team entered
Tuesday’s match at No. 3 Amherst looking for
both a big upset against a top opponent and

BY YI

WOMEN’S TENNIS

LI

at Amherst

Daily Staff Writer

Tufts 1
Amherst 9

Jumbo sailing had another full weekend, competing in four regattas on
Saturday and Sunday.
The coed team won the Tyrell Trophy,
which was co-hosted by Brandeis and
MIT on Sunday. Seniors Alex Singer and
Zoe Bolesta won the A division races,
and the freshmen duo of Robby Moore
and Dan Hurwit came in fifth in the B
division to secure the Trophy for the
Jumbos.
On Saturday and Sunday, Tufts’ top
sailors went to Yale to compete in the
Ferrarone Team Racing Intersectional,
where the Jumbos also took first place.
Seniors Dave Siegal, Jeff Cruise and
Zander Kirkland, junior Anna Martin,
and sophomores Katie Greenlee and
Chryssa Rask competed in a three-boat
tournament to beat out Yale, Harvard,
Brown and eight other top collegiate
sailing teams to take home the win.
Tufts’ top teams had sailed the previous week with the world champion
Whishbone team in preparation for this
race.
“It was nice to win a team race intersectional, but it will count more in two
weeks,” Kirkland said, pointing ahead
to the upcoming New England Team
Racing Championships on Apr. 29-30.
This past weekend’s race will not be
Tufts sailors’ last trip to New Haven,
Conn., as Yale also will host the New
England Championships, a qualifying
event for Nationals.
Also on Saturday and Sunday, Tufts
sailors raced at home in the Friis Trophy
Team Racing Intersectional. In this

Raverta (A) def. Luten (T) 7-6 (2), 6-4
Menezes (A) def. Bram (T) 6-4, 6-4
Snyder (A) def. Ruley (T) 4-6, 6-4, 6-2
Murphy (A) def. Knez (T) 6-0, 6-2
Miller (A) def. Deary (T) 6-4, 6-4
Schmid (T) def. Ankola (A) 6-1, 5-7, 10-6
Raverta/Menezes def. Deary/Luten 8-1
Snyder/Murphy def. Knez/Ruley 8-1
Miller/Ankola def. Bram/Homma 8-4

an all-important NESCAC win.
Neither of these wishes came true for the
Jumbos, however, as the Lord Jeffs soundly
trounced No. 27 Tufts, 8-1 on the Amherst
courts. The loss dropped Tufts to 6-6 on the
season. However, the final score does not
fully reflect the Jumbos’ efforts.
“Yes, Amherst played well Tuesday,” junior
Jennifer Luten said. “But in regards to the
whole match, I feel we were right on their
toes. We had some very close matches in
singles straight through the lineup. We definitely realized they were beatable.”
Senior co-captain Becky Bram agreed with
Luten’s assessment.
“Tuesday was definitely a tough one,”
Bram said. “[Amherst is] a really strong team,
and all of our matches were really close.
Everyone fought really hard out there.”
Tufts’ lone victory came at the No. 6 singles slot when junior Silvia Schmid outlasted
Lord Jeff freshman Anuja Ankola, 6-1, 5-7,
10-6. Despite losing the rest of the singles
matches, Tufts kept it relatively close against
many of Amherst’s players. At No. 1, Luten
fell to senior Kristen Raverta in two sets after
losing the first in a tiebreaker, 7-6 (2), 6-4.
Bram, competing at No. 2, lost to Amherst
see TENNIS, page 22

JAMES HARRIS/TUFTS DAILY

Senior Becky Bram hits in a match on Oct. 1, 2005. On Tuesday against Amherst, Bram
competed in the second slot and lost to Amherst sophomore Alicia Menezes (6-4, 6-4).

see SAILING, page 22

