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MEMORANDUM IN OPTOSITION TO: 

SENATE 2400 ( Johnson ,  e t  a l . )  
ASSEMBLY 2 7 4 6  ( G r a n n i s ,  H e v e s i ,  ~ e v y )  

The U n i t e d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Union,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  16 ,000  r a i l -  
r o a d  emp loyees  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  N e w  York,  would l i k e  t o  v o i c e  
i t s  s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  A2746 ( G r a n n i s )  a n d / o r  S 2 4 0 0  ( J o h n s o n ) ,  
t h e  "C lean  I n d o o r  A i r "  a c t  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s :  -- . 

The b i l l  would p u t  e x t r e m e  econoinic p r e s s u r e s  on riany p e o p l e  
i n  v a r i o u s  a r e a s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  P e r s o n a l  h a b i t s  s h o u l d  n o t  be 
l e g i s l a t e d  and  would o n l y  c r e a t e  an  u n d e s i r a b l e  g o v e r n ~ e n t a l  
a c t i o n .  The d e c i s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s u c h  a r e a s  must  be  l e f t  t o  
owners  whosei p a t r o n a g e  depends  upon m e e t i n g  t h e  needs  of t h e i r  
c u s t o m e r s .  I t  would impose  u n r e a s o n a b l e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  u s e  
o f  many p u b l i c  p l a c e s  and c r e a t e  a n o t h e r  b u r e a u c r a t i c  agency t h a t  
would b u r d e n  t h e  t a x p a y e r s ,  and would e v e n t u a l l y  r e s u l t  i n  h i g h e r  
p r i c e s  and  t a x e s .  0 

W 

The b i l l  i s  n o t  o n l y  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  p r i v a c y ,  b u t  
would b e  v e r y  c o s t l y .  I t  i s  n o t  p r a c t i c a l  and  n o t  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  
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e n f o r c e a b l e  and  a n y  a t t e i n p t s  t o  do s o  would b e  n o t h i n g  b u t  h a r a s s -  
ment t o  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  who e n j o y  smoking.  
I t  would c r e a t e  c h a o t i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  Thase  p e o p l e  a g a i n s t  smoking 

P 
have  l e a r n e d  t o  a v o i d  p l a c e s  o r  f a c i l i t i e s  w h e r e ' t h e  a i r  i s  uncom- 
f o r t a b l e  t o  them. T h i s  h a s  been  i n f l a t e d  i n t o  an u n n e c e s s a r i l y  con-  
t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e .  A l l  t h e s e  y e a r s  we have  s u r v i v e d  w i t h o u t  s u c h  
a  law.  I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  o n e  g r o u p  t r y i n g  t o  impose i t s  w i l l  and 
s o c i a l  c o d e  o n  a n o t h e r .  

Our p o l i c e  forces a r e  undermanned a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time. T h e r e  
a r e n ' t  enough  p o l i c e  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  l aws  w e  p r e s e n t l y  have .  We d o n ' t  
need  t o  p u t  a d d i t i o n a l ,  u n n e c e s s a r y  ' burdens  on  them.  With c o u r t s  
jammed and  their  c a l e n d a r s  back logged  t h e y  h a v e  more i m p o r t a n t  
crimes and  c a s e s  t o  h a n d l e  t h a n  o n e  which i s  u n f a i r .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  
t h e  p e o p l e ' s  c h o i c e  n o t  l aw .  I f  t h i s  law g o e s  i n t o  a f f e c t  more 
p e o p l e  w i l l  s t a y  a t  home r e s u l t i n g  i n  a ~ c o n t i n u e d  economic r e c e s s i o n  
w i t h  i n f l a t i o n a r y  p r i c e s .  
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It will require some individuals to act as policemen resulting 
in dissension between many and the relocation of such machines as 
typewriters, copy machines, desks, etc., just for the smoking habits 
of some employees, thus causing an unreasonable disruption of daily 
work habits. 

If enacted into law, its enforcement would only be half-hearted, 
resulting in it being another unfair law. 

Many smoke cigarettes to relax and our railroad men work hard, as 
do others, and after their trip enjoy a casual smoke. Many people 
will forget this law and be forced to pay the stiff penalties imposed. 

It would cut down on the a~ount of people who travel by train, if 
they can't s m o k e ,  resulting in a loss of jobs for nany railroaders. 
For centuries we have gotten along without such a law and the majority 
would still like this practice to continue. 

I*/ 

For this and other reasons the United Transportation Union is 
opposed to this bill. 

Respectfully submitted, n 

F. B. Boardrrian 
State Legislative, Director 
United Transportation Union 
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