A New Music Library 


Since it was first created by the Music Department many years ago, the music library has been in the basement of Cohen Auditorium.  Now a branch of the Arts & Sciences Tisch Library, the music library has grown over the years to include all the available rooms along its basement transverse corridor (Aidekman 024-027).  Stuffed from wall to wall, and having expanded from stairwell to stairwell, its burgeoning collections are reaching a housing crisis.


Hope is in sight.  Planning has begun for a new music building on the Tufts campus which will bring together the music library, music classrooms and rehearsal spaces (also in Aidekman), and the Music Department offices (now in a house at 20 Professors Row) all into one modern and sophisticated facility equipped with a new recital hall.  The Music Librarian, Michael Rogan, has been meeting with Music Department faculty, chaired by David Locke, liaisons from the Tufts Construction Office, and two architectural firms, Babcock Design Group, Inc. (Fred Babcock principal architect) of Salt Lake City, Utah, and David Perry Architects of Cambridge, Massachusetts, to work on the design of the new music building.  (Fred Babcock was the designer of the handsome Tufts Hillel Center.)


The plans presently call for the music library to double its space in the new building.  The extra room is very much needed, as the book, score, and CD shelves are crowding out the students who would like to use these materials!  There are now only 21 seats at which students can read or listen, while there are over 5,000 compact discs with several hundred more in the pipeline!  The collections are developed to support the curriculum of the Music Department, whose programs offer something of interest to everyone.  Classical, Jazz, Blues, Pop, Rock, World Music (especially Africa and Asia), Opera—it all can be found (and checked out!) in the music library.


While a project of this size and complexity will take several years for all its phases to be completed, nonetheless the excitement it is generating has created a tremendous positive energy throughout the department and the library.  So drop by the Cohen basement, check out some CDs, and enjoy the buzz!

