
NEW YOI!K, NE1.J YOKK: --  ' h o  Lop s c i e n t i s t s  vere joincd by leading t r a d e  

unionists today  i n  anuounci.ag an  unpl-eccdent.ed s tudy  of o c c u p d t i o n s l  I 
and gcllerill exposurc t o  chcmical and pl~ysi.cnl agents t h a t  may p3 ay a 

I r01.c I.u caus ing  cancer in mal t .  I 

D r .  I ~ - v i i ~ g  J .  SclilcoPf, Professor of >lcdicine 2nd Dirt?ct;or 01 I 

The anuotlnccrncnt uns made a t  a press confereucc held i n  c o ~ ~ n c c t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  A!ncri.can Canccr Socj .ecj rT s ar-unua 1 tnceC-ing i n  t'llc: Walborf - ~ s ~ o r i s ,  

I the Environmcntal Sc.i cllces Lahora t o r y  of Euant  S i n a i  Sctiool of lfedicinc!, I 

r 

I .:j and Dr. E, Cuylcr  ilammond, h c r i c a n  Cancer S o c i e t y ,  Vjce P r e s i d e n t  f o r  I - - -  

I 

E p i d c m i o ]  ogy and S ~ a t -  i.s l:!, cs , arc co-directors of the inves t i@t ion .  

Par~ic i pa t i t l g  wi th  thcrn a t  the  press co~lfcrence were tho foll01,tllng I 
trade union oFf5&ia l s :  

. - . . I '  

' 

~ r p s i d a n t ,  ~ntcria~ionai Aisoc ia t ion  of HcaLand F t o s t  1nsulat:ors and I 
A 1  exandclr 3 ,  Itohan,. Fw esiden t , In t e rna t iona l  P r in i i ng  Pressmen 

I 

. . . ,. . . . . . .  . - 8 .  , '  - . . .  I . . .  
. , , , .  . 

. . . . .  . :  . .  , ,  . . . . , 4 
1 A . , . . '  

. . .  ' .. .and . ~s!i~:stnnt.~'-,~+ion 'of N o r t h  hqcr i c a  i ~11,art.  !E; l~u~tchinsqn' ,  ~ i i ~ 2 a l  . < .  

Asbestos 'i'arkcrs; Gcorgc B.R. T a y l o r ,  Executive Secretary, AFI,-CIO 

Standltlg Co~lni.ttee on Safety  and 0ccupatiorl:ll Health;  Rertram A ,  Powers, 

. .  

I President , Ncw York Typographical Unj.on No. 6. I 
The unl.on lcaders were spokesmen for a l a rge r  group of t rade union 

0 f F i c 1 ' a I ~  ~ 1 1 0  arc on the Adv isory  Commitfee fo r  the p ro j ec t .  

The invcst l .gat ion i s  aJ.rcady undcrwny i n  a numbcr of  unions, 
.,..&*. . 
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sllch il:; ~ f l p ,  flr,inC j nj; l'tncssnrcrr ' t; 1711 PI:%. ll;1111:1~01\d i111~1 Scl.ikof:f nnr,r-~d 

!i 1 , 1, - , +  ~,llt;j.~i~; tr; lr l i :~ N ~ I ~ ~ ~ C I ' S  5? ri? CYPI)SC~C~ t [ l  ~ i i l : l l i ? ~ l  b 1 ~ ~ l i )  V ~ ~ I : ~ O U S  S ~ Y C ? S  , 
I I  

a11tI o ~ ; l i c ~ -  S L ~ I ~ ! ;  t:-hnrc:: T ~ I  icti ~ 1 9 1 7  lw c a i x  i r ~ n ~ ; ( : ~ ~ i c  VL- c i ~ - c i ~ r c ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ n i c  . 
 om 1904 tip t o  t l~c  present: tinlc, ~ h c  pressrncn's ut l j .o i~  ltas obtain- 

ed a copy  of  ~:llc! dcnth ccrtificilt-c of  cvery i~~emL~rcr wl~o hod dicd, the 

spokcsmfln exyl.ainad. They hilve l i cp t  complete rccords at: quarrcr ly  in- 

1-crva1.s u f  cijcll of  shcir  over 1.00,000 rrlernLers , s h i l ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ g  l eng t l~  of exposure 

and current: typr :  o f  work, Ttle un jon  has pravicied the scicnt-isfs with 

copj-cs of a l l  rocol-ds and t h r o u ~ h  t h e i r  z f f i . l i a t e d  locals they w i l l  

trace a11 n c t i ~ h c r ~ ,  izlcludinp, those who resigned o r  tr-ansfcrred froal I 
tlic union  since 1 9 6 3 .  n ~ c s c  records w i l l  enab le  t.hc investigatbrs I 
t o  conq~utp rlc:it-ll races  h y  age, cause of death and specific t y p e  of I 
work in t h e  p r i n t i n g  t rade .  

Drs. Scli.1coff arid Ilamnlond fur ther  poi.ntcd our : 

I I I n  our i i ~ d u s t ; ~ j . a l  soc ie ty ,  vast: numbers of  p e o p l e  arc slightly 

exposed to i n n u ~ e r n b l c  cI~emic.al nntl phy s ica3. agents .  Many people have 

' n i t r ogen ,  insccticldcs, some f e r t i l  izers, s i l i c a t e s ,  somr! dyes, r ad io -  

acrivc material and various solvents. I I 

. I' 
Y. , , 

IA'c study will determine death r a t e s  from cancer of various 

site2 among tllosc who have had prolonged exposure t o  v a r i o u s  cherr~i.cal and 
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.,:,- moderately heavy or .cupat ia lnl  csi;osure t o  Lhese same agebiles ; and a 
. - 

m ,  - .  . , .  snail numbor- lrave exrrer&ly - ,  b a i p .  . , .  occupaqicnal exposyrk. - T h i s .  applies, . 
. . 

'I . . . . . 7 ,  > . .  J ,  . - ,  
. ' .  ., . . . ,  

, ' - a  
. .. . . . .  
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. . , .  , I '  , I&' c x a w l e ,  t o  such agents a s  abbkscos diAt,':t$lc (which c b ~ & i n s  , . ' . 
. . . . . .. 

asbestos), benzo-a-pyrcne, carbon black,  compbui~d of 'sulphur, & i d e s  of - 

. . 

. 



p l ~ y s i c n l  s i ibs ta l~ct !~ .  Drs. ii~nonottd ; ~ n r l  Sal.ilic*ff said: "Prj.01-ity ~2j.11 

bc c ivi!il t:O jil-oulXi r!xposr!d 1 0 3 G E l l  t!; I l r m  ~ l l d l :  l: S I ~ S ~ ~ C  i011 ilS pos s iI1:l.e 

c:~r:c.jno~cni.c (canccr-cnusil-rg) or c-o-<:;rr:ci~lt)~;i!~~i.c c?gc?~>t-s - -  a i ~ d  :~:gf~nrs 

1-0 w11j ch t;hc j ; n~c~-n  1 pub1 i.c j.s son?cr!<l::i~: c~pasr! r i .  

Dr. IJn~bcrto Saffiatki., A s s o c i h i c  l l irector for  Cnrcinogencsis 

of t.hc National Cclnccr Institute, 11~~s offered the c?ssistfir\cc of 11i.s 

department in ha1 pi.ng t o  scl.act. subs~:tnces "on the bas i s  u f  prescr t t ly  

availablc cpidcmiolugicc?l  and e x p e r i m ~ n t a l  ~v i .dcnce  on carcinogenesis.  I f  

'Ale Ka t ioncll I n s t i t u l r .  for  O c c ~ r p n ~ i o i ~ a l  S a f e t y  and IIealth estimates 

that 50,000,000 Amcricnr~ I n d u s t r i a l  vorlccrs are exposed to  d u s t ,  fumes, 

vapors,  ctrer,~i.cals 01: r ad io - ac t i ve  n ~ a c ~ ~ : i a l s .  Drs. Se l i -ko f f  and Harnrnond 

st~:esscd ~11c seai:cl~ fill- hut11 uegativc. ancl posj.t:i.ve findj-rigs, seeking 

exposures wllich shor.? no f ~ a x a r d s  a s  w e l l  a s  t hz sc  that: do. 

m ~ i l  c. sce.king t h e  c f fcc  ts of occupational expostire to various 

agcrlts thc s t u d y  w i l l  a l s o  dcfcrn~it~e " r ~ h e ~ h e s  the  same agents r e su l t  

i n  CIU it1~1'~::tsc in cancar rates anlong people with non-occupational 

exposure. t l 

I : '  
. , D r .  Seli .koff  , sa id  , t h a t  onc ' such 'study is al-ready undemajr. Ile 

. . . . .  . . , .  I.. - 
' found an oxtrernely -high cancer.  death rate (bronchial carcilloma and .: . ' 

. , . 

. . meso~hclioma) among i:orkers a t  an asbestos' p l a n t .  5.n '~atersbn, h~ew' ~ c r s e y ,  

I Since 1ivi.ng wi th in  a r a d i u s  o f  h a l f  a mile d0r.m wj.nd from the 

plant  were a l s o  cxposcd t o  asbestos d u s t ,  Drs. S e l i k o f f  and Hammond 

rcpbrted: "We a r e  now t r ac ing  t l ~ c s c  people t o  determine whether re- 

' .  l a t  i.val y light: non-occupati.ona1 expnsurc t o  asbcstos dust results in 

all inc.rcascd rjsk of crtnccr, t t 

Thc invcs t i g a t i o n  i.n ihc  unions runcerninp, industrial exposure 

- m a r t  - 



hlcr j.can Cnircc 1: Socf o ty  ' s Cancer l,'rt-.vcnCi.cm S b u d y  112 r->liic.h c~vc+r 

1 ,000,000 rnen : t r d  t~otncn wcrc allrol. ].ad by :;o~iic 68,000 vnluntc*.c-rs o i  

RCS, i t 1  2 9  Divisions (25 s t a t e s ) .  

Drs. HnrfD7~ond and Scliltof f notcd t h ~ t  t111j.lr11 o f f i c i a l s  and mcmbers 

had conlc t o  them bcc.ause of Ll~ci r  conci?I:n about: puss ib l  e exposure to 

substances Lhat: m A y  he harmful. Auirnal experiments hnvc shown Lkne 

certain f y p c s  of exposure t o  DDT, che~uica ls ,  aslcstos and other substances 

have produced canccrs  in  ani.nals. 

2'11e ui~ions have of fe red  corr\pl.ete cooperat  ion i t 1  assuring t h c  

conduct: o f  a [nost: tlioroug11 a n d a b j c c t i v c  i n v ~ s t i g a t i . o n ,  the  scientists 

7 % ~   scientist:^ pointed our: t ha t  fine of  hi: s~il?stances under 

,.<, . s u s p i c i o n  is carbon b l ack .  About half  of each automobile t i re coa- 

sisfs of t h i s  material, \.sit11 two billion pounds a year going i n t o  tires.  

ITte study is being financed by l;hc her icf in  Cancer Soc ie ty .  

- 3 % ~  mcmbers of  t h e . u n i ~ n  advisory commikkcs, pnrticipating as 
I .' 

. . indi.vi duals  are thc fol lowing: 
.. 1 

. . 1At~rcno.e j . Ahcrn, l n t  cma t ional. Chemical k'orker s Unj on ; Cherl c s 
. .  

n. ~quad ra ,  United Sla t c ;  Ti le  and Composiiion l:ooicrs, Damp and ~ a t & r -  

proof l2orlccrs ' Associati.on; Edward D. Eurl:c, ~atrolmen's Benevolent I 
Associatian; William Casamo, International Brotherhood of  P u l p ,  S u l f i t e  

and Papcr Mill Iqorkcrs; ~ o n n l d  H. ~o lemnn,  Local 756 Intc~mational Union, 

Unitcd A~i tonob i lc ,  Aerospace and AgriculL-uraZ Implement 1Jorl:ers of I 
America; C;cl-nld Coleman, United Hatters, Cap afid 1Iilli.l-t~ry Workers' 1 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ; Edr.~.?rd Cross, Conrprcsscd A3.r and Frce A i r  S h a f t ,  T u n n ~ l ,  I 

i 



. , I t i  I ,  Cil issou, Sut~wny, Cof Fcrda~n, Scwcr Crrns  tr-ucrion Korkw:s; 

Agl'i.ctil ~ \ I I : C !  I n ~ p l  cinc~l l: Workers of h ~ a r  ica;  Andrew 'L'. [133s, 'Ill ternc? t io r~a l ,  

Assoei;jL'iorl of Ilctlt and Frasr  Insulators and AsbcscIos Idclrkcrs; Snlnuel 

II irsch , J o i n t  Inrl~~s Cry Iloard 01 ~ l l c  P a i n t i n g  and Dc.co~:a t ing  Industry ; 

W i l  l i ; l n ~  G .  IIofI~narl, Tn ternarional  U n f  on of ElccPrical , Hadi.0 and 

Machine Worlccrs ; Constilnca Kopc lor~ ,  hclnl~anc7ted Clothi.ng 

FJor1ce1:s of  Aac~-.j.ca ; Albert Lanllon, Intc:~na t j.onal I,ongshorerneni s and 

~arcl~ouscrncn' s Union ; Joscph 1,conard , I n ~ c r a a  t i u n s l  ~on~shoremen' s 

Assuciat  in11 ; \ii 11 ;.an EaInrt i.n, International PrinEFng Prcssmcn and 

Assistant's Union; John T. Mmyc, ~a~rolmcn's Benevolent Association; 
d 

Arlthony M~zzocclri  , O i l ,  Cticmical and A t o ~ ; l i  l: Wor)rcx-s Xnter1lfitionol U n j o n  ; 

Intcrnati.on;i1 Association o f  Ilcat and F r o s t  Insulatm-s and Asbestos 

Workers, Local  1 2 ;  William Crosz, United Ruhber Workers International 

Union; John J. Pccoraro, International.  Brotherhood of P a i n t e r s  and 

AllLcd 'I'radcs o r  Amcrj.ca; Geocgc Fcrkel , Textile Workers Union of 

America ; Paul E, Schrcmp, Director of S a f e t y  and t lca l th  Department, 

~ n i  teb s tcelvorkars of America ; narsha~i A .  Smith, Uni,ted ~a~ermal icr  

and Pap~mjorkers: ' I l~omr?~ W. Smi th ,  In ternat ional  Pr in t ing  Pressmen 

and Assistant's U ~ ~ i o r l  of North America; Marco U, I'est:ich, Unitcd Steel-  

workers of Anlcri.ca; Joseph Ugrovitch, Uni.tcd Rubbcr, Cork, Linoleum 

and P l a s t i c  Workers of America; Jack A. Waller, international Associa- 

t i o n  of I'irc Figll tcrs ; Frank Wall i ck ,  Int-ernational Union, United 

Aui-a~nobile,  Aeros~~acc and Agriculture Implement Worlccrs o f  America; 

John B. Vcisc.r, Tortjlc Workers Unioll of  kner tca ;  Mic.liael Wuod, 

n l o w  - 



stni.Lhs, i:ur-gcrs ~ ~ n d  1lclpc.r~ ; .Riclia~:d 11. Ilavis , Al l i ed  and Tcclmicfil 

Idorlzcrs, District: S O ;  T.R. Nca~ls, A l l i c d  uild ~cclul j -cal  IJorkcrs, 

1: : . :. 
nis  t1-1cr: 50; llilic Ryan, Tcamstcrc Local U I I ~ O ~  No, 688; Ilcnoch ~cndc l sun r l ,  

Ncr? Yorlc Cl.o.ik Joint: Uonrd; Frank Schonfzld, Di.strict: Covncil No, 9 ,  

Brotherhood of I'aintcrs and All ied Trades; Jack R, Suarcz, Uni tcd  

E l e c t r i c a l ,  Radio and tlachinc Workers o f  Amcsica ; Sheldon Samuels, 

~ n d u s  trial Union IJcpnr trncnt, AFL-CXO. 
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