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Figure 7.6 Anatomical drawing of the brain. (By Vesalius; adapted by Dave CantrelL) 

moment consider Figure 7.6 a picture of the globe, and let me use it to tell a 
rather different story-the story of the war of 1812 and the battle of New 
Orleans. The war officially ended on Christmas Eve, 1814, at Ghent (marked 
G in Vesalius' diagram!), when the British and American ambassadors signed 
a treaty. The news that the war was over traveled out from Ghent in all 
directions, at various rather slow speeds. The news arrived in London in 

hours or maybe even a day or two after the signing. It took weeks for the 
news to get across the Atlantic to New Orleans, where, in the meantime, 
British and American troops fought a battle in which several thousand 
British troops were killed. The battle was needless in one sense because 
the war was officially over; the truce had already been signed. But neither 
army knew that. It may have been even later when the people in Calcutta 
or Bombay or Moscow or Hong Kong learned about the signing of the 
truce. 

Ask yourself a weird question: When did the British Empire learn about 
the signing of the truce? You may protest that the British Empire was not the 
sort of thing that could be said to learn anything. But that is not really true. 
In a certain important sense, the British Empire was a person, a legally re­
sponsible agent, a framer and executer of intentional actions, a promise 
maker, a contract signer. The Battle of New Orleans was a legitimate, 
intended activity of an arm (almost literally) of the British Empire, fighting 
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because, if you did not, it would not be your body! The acts and 
you can tell us about, and the reasons for them, are yours because 

them-and they made you. What you are is that agent whose life 
tell about. For me the "hard problem" is getting people to see that 

have solved the "easy problems," you have solved them all­
. for my hard problem, which I am co~tinuing to work on as you can 
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