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Columnist Kristof raises his ‘moral voice’

REBEKAH SOKOL/TUFTS DAILY

New York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof, who came to campus as part of Hillel’s ‘Moral Voices’ lecture series,
discussed the genocide in the Darfur region of the Sudan last night in Cohen Auditorium.
BY

KAT SCHMIDT

Daily Editorial Board

For New York Times columnist
Nicholas D. Kristof, the story of
Ms. Suad, a woman gang-raped
in the Sudan, represents both

a trademark style of storytelling and hope for overcoming
the genocide taking place in the
Darfur region of the country.
Last night, during his lecture
“Raising a Moral Voice,” sponsored by Tufts Hillel, Kristof

told a rapt and packed Cohen
Auditorium the woman’s story.
He said that she was gathering
firewood with her 10-year-old
sister when Darfur’s Janjaweed
see KRISTOF, page 2

Administration considers an
expansion of doctoral programs
BY

T S

ASHLEY SEMLER

Daily Staff Writer

Members of the Tufts faculty are
proposing to broaden the scope of
graduate education by offering new
doctoral programs in philosophy, economics and political science.
Lynne Pepall, the interim dean of the
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences,
said that the faculty is also discussing
a global history concentration under
the history doctoral program.
“Graduate education is very exciting
right now here at Tufts,” Pepall said.
These changes aim to develop
research strength in the graduate programs. The programs, however, are
still in the initial proposal phase.
Tufts currently offers graduate study
programs in economics and philosophy, but only through the master’s
degree. It offers no graduate study
program in political science.
Currently, Pepall is working with
faculty from each department to
develop curricula for the programs
and to make sure they are properly
funded.
Both
Pepall
and
Dean
of
Undergraduate Education James
Glaser stressed that the addition of

new programs will only be successful if there are sufficient resources
to accommodate them. “It’s really
important that when grad students
come to work with departments, that
the departments can support them,”
Pepall said.
To do this requires sufficient funding. “It can only be accomplished if
it’s an expanding pie, not if it’s a fixed
pie,” Glaser said.
According to Pepall, fundraising for
the new programs, combined with curriculum development, will take time.
“My personal goal is to have one program up and running by September
’09,” Pepall said.
Reaction from seniors who are
thinking about pursuing graduatelevel education appears to be positive.
Sarah Newton, a senior majoring
in international relations and Russian
and East European studies, would like
to continue on to graduate study following her undergraduate degree.
She said that graduate study in
political science would “absolutely”
be an asset to Tufts. “I think it would
help build up the department and the
see GRAD SCHOOLS, page 2

Inside this issue
MAN ON THE MOON

The Daily takes a look at Jumbos’
penchant for ‘magical thinking’

The Daily explores the final
frontier with ‘Astronaut
Farmer’

see FEATURES, page 3

see ARTS, page 7

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2007

Kristof speaks on the Libby trial
As the country waits for
the verdict in the I. Lewis
“Scooter” Libby trial, New
York Times columnist Nicholas
Kristof was able to offer an
insider’s perspective on the
highly-publicized proceedings.
Though best known for his
crusade against the genocide
in Darfur, Kristof is also outspoken about his longstanding opposition to the war in
Iraq.
“I wrote my first column in
opposition to war in 2002. I
then visited Iraq six months
before the war started, and
that cemented my conviction
that war was a bad idea,”
he told the Daily before his
speech yesterday.
On May 6, 2003, at a time
when the initial invasion had
ended in success and when
the Bush administration was
experiencing high approval
ratings, Kristof wrote a column that referenced U.S.
diplomat Joseph C. Wilson’s
allegations that the government overstated its case that
Iraq had tried to get uranium
from Africa.
At the time, Kristof withheld Wilson’s name but anonymously reported Wilson’s
charges that important documents had been forged,
which he came to believe
while in Niger.
That column was mentioned in the federal indictment of Libby, Vice President
Dick Cheney’s former chief
of staff, as one of the fac-

tors that allegedly led Libby
to investigate Wilson’s trip
to Niger and to out Wilson’s
wife, Valerie Plame, as an
undercover CIA agent.
In the federal investigation leading up to Libby’s
indictment, Kristof was one
of the many journalists subpoenaed.
Kristof’s colleague at The
New York Times, Judith Miller,
was jailed in July 2005 for
refusing to disclose the anonymous source who had given
her information about Plame.
She later obtained permission
from Libby to reveal him as
her source.
Kristof recalls being surprised the Bush administration had not made a vocal
response to the article that
he published. “Usually, when
a journalist writes something
bad about a presidential
administration, officials call
us up to yell at us. But I did
not hear a peep from them.
They obviously took other
routes,” he said.
According to Kristof, these
other routes have jeopardized
journalists’ ability to gather
information through anonymous sources. “It’s been a
disaster for journalists to protect sources. There are more
journalists in jail but less
information out there. If this
had happened in the past,
then the Pentagon Papers
and Watergate wouldn’t have
been the same,” he said.
—by Phoenix Tso

Panel addresses students’ rights
BY SARAH

BROMLEY

Contributing Writer

Students gathered yesterday in Sophia
Gordon Hall for the Know Your Rights
Forum. The event, which was sponsored
by the Tufts American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) and the Tufts Community Union
Judiciary (TCUJ), featured a panel of staff
and administrators who discussed confidentiality, overbearing parents and oncampus police actions. Approximately 40
students attended.
The panel held representatives from
the Tufts University Police Department
(TUPD), the Office of Residential Life
and Learning (ORLL), Health Services,
Judicial Affairs, the TCUJ and its Judicial
Advocates program, Tufts Online and the
Massachusetts ACLU.
Margaret Higham, the medical director
of Tufts Health Services, addressed confidentiality concerns related to medical
treatment at Tufts. She assured the audience that Tufts’ policy prevents Health
Services from disclosing health-related
information to anyone outside of her office,
unless the student is in serious danger.
“Deans find out about some alcohol
[incidents] through the police reports,”
she said. Yet, she emphasized that Tufts
Emergency Medical Services (TEMS)
reports are confidential information.
Another confidentiality-related discussion focused on the rights of parents to
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see academic transcripts. Dean of Student
Affairs Bruce Reitman said that Tufts will
not disclose grades to parents without
permission from students. “That’s a matter of privacy under FERPA [the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act],” he
said.
TUPD Captain Mark Keith was also present and explained the role of his department, noting that it is an accredited police
force. Not all TUPD reports lead to arrests,
he said, which is a benefit to having a
university police force. “It’s a good opportunity to keep people out of the judicial
system, and it helps people in life,” said
Keith.
The panel also discussed online rights.
Members of Tufts Online warned about
the dangers of illegal downloading, which
can lead to students’ Internet connections
being shut down and eventually to academic probation, they said.
Senior Dan Grant, president of the Tufts
ACLU and one of the forum’s primary organizers, said that he was happy with the
event.
“I think it was really good to see the
interaction between the administrators
and the departments on campus and the
students, and to see the candid exchange
that went on between them,” he said.
Grant said that he hopes that there will
be more forums about rights in the future.
“The goal is to make it an annual event,”
he said.
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WORLD IN BRIEF

COURT ANNOUNCES TWO SUSPECTS OF WAR CRIMES IN DARFUR
The International Criminal Court on Tuesday
named a junior Sudanese Cabinet official and a
top commander of pro-government militias as
the first war crimes suspects in the five-year-old
conflict in western Sudan’s Darfur region.
The announcement — the result of the court’s
20-month inquiry into a conflict that has claimed
an estimated 450,000 lives — signaled that
investigators had found evidence of direct ties
between the Sudanese government and the militias known as the Janjaweed, which are blamed
for most of the carnage in Darfur.
The U.N.-backed court’s chief prosecutor said
that Ahmed Haroun, who is now Sudan’s minister of state for humanitarian affairs, and Ali
Kosheib, a “colonel of colonels” among the
Janjaweed, “jointly committed crimes against the
civilian population of Darfur,” including persecution, torture, murder and rape.
The evidence presented Tuesday — which
includes 51 counts of alleged crimes committed during an eight-month period in 2003-04
— will go to pre-trial judges, who will determine
whether to issue summonses for the men to
appear in court at The Hague, Netherlands.

RUSSIAN
PRIME
MINISTER
ARRIVES FOR TALKS IN JAPAN
Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov arrived
in Japan on Tuesday, eyeing an expansion of
economic exchanges between the two countries
— especially investment and transfer of technology from Japan.
Fradkov is to meet Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
on Wednesday, and the two are likely to agree
on a program for promoting trade and investment between Japan and Russia. Business tie-ups
in the private sector also are likely to be finalized,
as over 100 Russian business executives accompanied Fradkov.
The Kremlin, in an effort to change its industrial structures and reduce its dependence on
the energy business, wants to invite as much
foreign investment as possible. In addition, there
is a widening economic discrepancy between
Moscow and the eastern parts of the country.
Russia hopes the strengthened ties with Japan
will revitalize the economy of such areas.
According to domestic trade statistics, total
trade value between Japan and Russia in 2006
marked a record high 1.59 trillion yen, up 35
percent from the previous year. The primary
reason for the increase was exports from Japan,
mainly automobiles, which saw an increase of 66
percent.

RUSSIA, NORTH KOREA TO DISCUSS DEBT PAYMENT, OTHER
ISSUES IN MOSCOW
Russia and North Korea will meet March 2223 in Moscow to discuss debt repayment by the
reclusive regime and other economic matters, a
Russian official said Tuesday.
Russia and North Korea agreed Feb. 27 on
a timeframe for the intergovernmental bilateral
commission on economic, scientific and technical
cooperation to hold its first session since 2000,
Yevgeny Anoshin, press secretary of the Russian
half of the commission, said.
Konstantin Pulikovsky, the former presidential
envoy in the Far Eastern federal district and now
head of the Russian technical standards body,
Rostekhnadzor, will lead the commission on
behalf of Russia, Anoshin said.
“The intergovernmental commission will yield
real results only if Russia’s and North Korea’s
finance ministries find during February an acceptable solution to the repayment of Pyongyang’s
debt to Russia,” Pulikovsky earlier said.
According to Russian experts, North Korea
owes more than $8 billion to Russia, including
interest.
In addition to the debt repayment, the commission is expected to focus on Korean labor
in Russia, plans to continue building the transKorean railroad and connecting it to the TransSiberian rail, and the possibility of delivering and
refining Russian crude in North Korea.
—Compiled from McClatchy Newspapers
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College students can lead in aid to Darfur, says Kristof
KRISTOF
continued from page 1

militias, which have been wreaking havoc
in the region, were seen approaching.
If captured, both women would almost
certainly be raped.
Suad used herself as a diversion to
allow her sister to flee, save her virginity
and thus, her marriage prospects. But by
helping her sister to escape unscathed,
Suad was gang-raped by eight men and
brutally beaten afterward.
Only a month later, when Kristof was
interviewing refugees, Suad allowed her
story to be told, her name to be used and
her picture to be taken.
“When somebody like that will provide
that kind of a moral voice and will take all
of the risks to stand up to genocide, I just
hope we can somehow emulate a little
bit of that moral courage when we have
nothing to lose,” he said.
Kristof described how stories like
this help him touch, inspire and provoke readers in his regular column in the
Times.
“It’s really hard to engage people with
big numbers,” he said. “People do care
about individual people, especially if
they have a face they can connect to.
“I found myself looking for and using
the most horrifying stories I [could] find,”
he said, though he admitted to feeling
jaded and conflicted at times in doing so.
But the need to raise awareness through
this method has won out despite his
doubts. “It’s the best way to shake people
out of their torpor, and [it] will make
them respond,” he said.
To this end, he presented a brief slideshow featuring a mélange of faces from
Darfur: images of empty eyes staring
from faces beaten, sad, with flies buzzing
on open wounds.
He explained one particularly jarring
photograph.
“The latest fad for the Janjaweed has
been to gouge out men’s eyes with bayonets,” he said of one picture of a man
with bloody bandages across his face.
“If you could look at the expression [on]
his children’s faces when they looked at
their father ... they wanted to love him,
and they saw this monster. And that look
of horror on their faces was the saddest
thing in the world.
“They have been very open about talking about it,” he said when asked whether the displaced are willing to open up
about their experience. “People want to
talk when their husband has been killed,

when two of their children have just been
killed. They know that’s wrong. They want
to say something.”
He said that as an American journalist he was welcomed in Darfur. “People
are delighted to see an American, a foreigner, a journalist,” he said. “If there
is a foreigner around, it’s a little less
likely they’re going to be killed that afternoon.”
Kristof said he is often asked why he
focuses on Darfur when there is so much
other injustice and misery in the world,
which he calls a fair question.
“In the end, we all have a moral compass within us, and that compass is partly
moved by human suffering, but it’s also
moved by evil, if you will,” he said. “You
can’t talk to mothers who’ve had their
kids thrown into bonfires and not feel
there is evil out there.”
While uncompromising about Darfur’s
myriad horrors, Kristof remained tirelessly optimistic about existing efforts
and the possibility of change.

“You can’t talk to mothers who’ve had their kids
thrown into bonfires and
not feel there is evil out
there.”
Nicholas Kristof
New York Times columnist

He said that President George W. Bush,
to his credit, has given ample aid to
the crisis, including medical care, food
and tents. He has also underlined the
situation’s seriousness by terming it a
genocide, a term other presidents have
historically eschewed.
Activism and enthusiasm have run
high on college campuses and in some
parts of the country, he said.
“If this commotion hadn’t risen up, the
death toll would be hundreds of thousands higher than it is. The movement
has saved a lot of lives. It could have
saved even more if we had been able to
do more,” he said.
But the genocide has still failed to capture the national consciousness, Kristof
said, and he longs to see the causes, not
just the destruction, addressed.
“... Three years ago you [saw] a doctor

pulling bullets out of kids’ bodies,” he
said. “After three years of this, we need
to do more than just fund more doctors
and fund more surgery. We need to stop
the people doing the shooting in the first
place.”
Accordingly, he said the United States
could make more use of its international
clout to defuse the situation. Bush, he
said, could speak more often and more
forcefully about the humanitarian crisis.
“Governments [committing genocide]
are ashamed of what they’re doing,”
Kristof said, describing that when publicity about killings increases, militant
activity lessens, but rises again when
attention is distracted elsewhere.
He characterized the Sudanese government not as an irrational body like
the fanatical Taliban, but as a rational
one that would respond to incentives.
Creating a no-fly zone to prevent village bombings and encouraging international commitment to a peace process
would be crucial steps, Kristof said.
On a broader scale, he said people
should do their part to write to their
representatives; citizen input can help
because the issue has “not yet reached
critical mass” at the national level.
Sadly, Kristof said, the situation is only
getting worse because Janjaweed raids
have spread and aid workers have begun
to pull out, threatened by deteriorating
security and Janjaweed intimidation.
In response to audience questions,
Kristof addressed divestment from
Sudan, a plan he supports. “I’m generally a skeptic about divestment policies in general,” he said, explaining
how economic sanctions can damage
development in the long run. But for
oil revenues largely concentrated in the
hands of the elite few, a squeeze from
foreign investors could have an impact,
he said.
Kristof spoke highly of college students, including Tufts students, who
have been leaders in bringing a moral
voice. “Here at Tufts, you folks have
done that in particular. The stereotype is
that university students while away for
four years in drunken debauchery,” he
said. “You guys never got that memo.”
Dead silence, then uneasy laughter,
rippled through the audience.
“I guess some of you are shaking your
heads,” Kristof said, to more laughter.
“But you also found time to provide real
moral leadership on issues like Darfur,
and for that I salute you.”

Pepall, Glaser say that expanding graduate school
programs won’t detract from undergraduate focus
GRAD SCHOOLS
continued from page 1

prestige of program,” she said.
Newton also said that more graduate programs would help with faculty recruitment and provide added
resources in the form of qualified graduate students to help professors foster
undergraduate research.
While Tufts “has a strong research
tradition,” faculty members only have
finite amounts of time to mentor students, she said.
Senior Jose Condor, who is a co-president of the Tufts Economics Society, is
also considering graduate-level education, although in the form of a master’s
degree rather than a Ph.D.
He said that adding a doctoral program in economics will allow more
students to take advantage of what he

WEATHER FORECAST

called an excellent department. “I’m an
economics major, and all of the professors that I have had so far have been
amazing,” he said.
The real challenge, he said, is not
whether such a doctoral program can
or should exist, but rather how to make
it as good as possible.
Despite the large amount of resources that would need to be funneled into
the programs, Glaser and Pepall said
that they will not detract from Tufts’
traditional focus on undergraduate
education.
According to Pepall, faculty and
administrators are looking to “see how
we can make graduate and undergraduate education work together.”
Also, she said that adding more graduate students will enhance the community. “It will make the student popu-

lation more diverse because graduate
students come from all over,” she said.
Glaser agreed that these new developments could potentially improve the
undergraduate program. “All of us benefit by having smart graduate students
around,” he said.
The addition of graduate students
in different fields should not change
the way that undergraduate classes are
taught, Glaser said. “The point is not to
hand off the teaching of undergraduate
courses to graduate students,” he said.
According to Pepall, the goal is
instead to bring the graduate programs
up to the same level as their undergraduate counterparts.
“We want to have the same excellence that we have in our undergraduate education in our graduate education,” she said.

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Mostly Sunny
40/32

Rain / Wind
44/29

Partly Cloudy
47/30

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Yesterday’s close



-416.02



-96.65

DOW JONES
12,216.24

Today
Wednesday, February 28
Partly Cloudy
Sunrise: 6:22 AM
Sunset: 5:33 PM

NASDAQ
2,407.87
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Brown but not blue: Survey says students at Tufts are happy
BY SARA

HIMELES

Daily Editorial Board

Welcome to a day in the life of a
Jumbo: go to class, attend a couple of
club meetings, and of course, if it’s a
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday or Saturday,
perhaps go out and party.
The routine is common and familiar,
but how happy are students with life
at Tufts? According to a 2006 survey
by The Princeton Review, Jumbos are
some of the happiest students in the
nation, placing seventh on a list of 20
schools, behind universities including
Brown, Princeton and Stanford.
“Happiest Students” is one of over
60 rankings released in “Best 361
Colleges,” a best-selling and annually updated book by The Princeton
Review. Examples of other lists in the
book include “Their Students Never
Stop Studying,” “Party Schools” and
“Birkenstock-Wearing, Tree-Hugging,
Clove-Smoking Vegetarians.”
Each ranking is based on The
Princeton Review’s 80-question survey,
which is completed by an average of
300 students at each of what the company deems the “best” 361 colleges in
America. Only the 20 schools with the
highest ratings for each category are
published in the book.
According to publicist of Princeton
Review Books Jeanne Krier, the role of
The Princeton Review in the rankings
is purely procedural. “We don’t rank
the schools,” she said in an e-mail
to the Daily. “The students rate their
schools and then we tally that data and
compile and report our ranking lists.”
For “Happiest Students,” rankings
are based on students’ answers to a
single question: “Overall, how happy
are you?” Respondents are asked to
check mark one of five boxes, ranging
from “not at all” to “very.”
Since the first edition of “Best 361
Colleges,” which was published in
1992, Tufts has made the “Happiest
Students” list only three times, holding
the No. 9 spot in 2000 and the No. 7
spot in both 2001 and the most current

KATIE VOGEL/TUFTS DAILY

Freshman Erin Taylor and junior Susan Rydz smile at a coffee shop in Davis Square. They’re not alone: According to the 2007 edition of
Princeton Review’s “Best 361 Colleges,” Tufts students are some of the happiest students in America.
edition, which was published in August
2006.
The ranking represents a significant
change in the way the guide portrays
Tufts; in the 2004 edition, a student
quotation from the survey said Tufts
was “filled with bitter Ivy League

rejects.”
Dean of Student Affairs Bruce
Reitman was pleasantly surprised by
Tufts’ position on the list. “That’s just
wonderful,” he said. “I didn’t think that
we were this happy, so I’m delighted.”
Ironically, Tufts’ promotion to the

Forget studying — lucky pennies on
Jumbo’s trunk might be all you need
Study asks why black cats, spilled salt are more than just myths to some
BY JESSICA

BIDGOOD

Daily Editorial Board

Forget black cats or the supposed consequences of walking under a ladder. Sometimes,
flirting with superstition can be
followed by decidedly strange
events.

“It was Friday the
13th, and my friend
and I did 13 supposedly unlucky things
to prove that nothing
bad would happen ...
Three days later, my
friend found out that
he had Lyme disease.”
Dan Enking
Freshman

Freshman
Dan
Enking
remembers a time that he and
a friend of his decided to prove
superstition to be wrong once
and for all. “It was Friday the
13th,” Enking said, “and my
friend and I did 13 supposedly

unlucky things to prove that
nothing bad would happen.”
Enking and his friend soon
found cause to drop their cynicism. “Three days later, my
friend found out that he had
Lyme disease,” said Enking,
who admits to now being much
more careful when it comes to
superstitious belief.
Such a sequence of events
could easily be chalked up to
coincidence. However, a recent
study published by scientists
at Princeton and Harvard
indicates that there are many
people like Enking who find
themselves inclined to interpret such events with “magical thinking,” a term describing the belief that one’s own
actions or thoughts have an
impact beyond that of empirical cause-and-effect relationships. The study was cited in an
article by The New York Times
in January.
In one of the studies, subjects told to visualize success
for blindfolded people playing
an arcade basketball game felt
a degree of responsibility for
the players’ success, according
to the article. In another study,
individuals using voodoo dolls
to wish harm on a colleague
felt that they may have played

VANESSA WHITE/TUFTS DAILY

Find a penny, pick it up and all day
long you’ll have good luck.
some role in the faked headache that the colleague later
displayed.
Unrelated to belief in a divine
power, magical thinking is a
surprisingly common mental
phenomenon that takes place
deep within the networks of
the brain. Associate psychology professor and psychology graduate student program
director Holly Taylor explained
magical thinking as a manifestation of very basic human
motivations.
“I think a lot of magical
thinking comes out of a drive
to find patterns,” Taylor said.
“We seek patterns as ways to
explain a very complex world.”
According to Taylor, people
see MAGIC, page 5

ranks of the country’s happiest colleges coincides with the height of a
student movement for improved social
life on campus. According to Reitman,
the Princeton Review survey indicates
see HAPPINESS, page 5

Tufts pops up in pop culture
A Tufts alum, single and working
as a copy editor in New York City, discusses her collegiate education and
describes her illustrious alma mater
as her personal “safety school.”
No, this is not a preview of you
or your roommate’s future life, but a
scene from the wildly popular sitcom
“Seinfeld,” in which the fictional
female lead character Elaine Benes
explains her college selection process.
Perhaps the most famous of such
examples, the “Seinfeld” reference
is just one of a large number of
allusions to Tufts University in works
of fiction, movies and commercials,
typically placed strategically by Tufts
alums working in the entertainment
industry.
As the reputation of Tufts grows
both in prestige and geographic
acknowledgement, references to
Tufts in pop culture appear, however,
to remain inside jokes between students and alumni.
“I feel like we have just enough
people in the [entertainment] industry to get us in there,” senior and
English major Prescott Gadd said,
noting the lingering small-school
vibe and lack of name recognition
associated with Tufts. “But nobody
really knows about Tufts, and if they
do, they probably think of it as a
quirky, but pretty good school.”
Other references are more flattering. The successful fiction author
Curtis Sittenfeld, while strangely not
a former Jumbo, highlighted Tufts in
one of her recent novels. Sittenfeld’s
“The Man of My Dreams,” published
by Random House in 2006, follows

the life of Hannah Gavener as she
comes of age during her time at
Tufts.
Similar plots revolve around a
high school student hoping to gain
admission to Tufts in the cancelled
WB drama “Everwood.” In NBC’s
cancelled show “Ed,” the character
Kenny Sandusky, a bowling alley
employee, graduated from Tufts with
a 3.7.
While admitting that the issue of
such references “raises an interesting question,” University Director of
Public Relations Kim Thurler said in
an e-mail that she didn’t believe
these would have a significant impact
on the image of Tufts as a national
university.
“While it is preferable for any
organization to be mentioned in a
positive context, my own guess is
that, as a rule, brief references ...
don’t have enormous, widespread
impact either way,” she said.
Tufts junior Megan Carter agreed.
“It’s fun to see or hear things about
your own school, but I don’t think it
has a large impact,” she said.
Many students, however, seem to
find allusions to their home institution at least mildly entertaining, if not
satisfying.
“I think the pop culture references
are very interesting,” junior Sam Lee
said. “Especially the fact that the
gate to the President’s Lawn was featured in the opening credits of the TV
show ‘Sabrina the Teenage Witch’
— it really makes you feel like you
are a part of something bigger.”

-–by Liz Yates
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More social options could make Tufts smile Some students believe in
HAPPINESS
magic; others are skeptical
continued from page 3

that most Jumbos’ are satisfied
with life here in spite of their
complaints.
“Students
have
always
expressed more satisfaction
with the social environment
than one would believe reading [viewpoints in] the Daily
because you get the most
extreme voices there,” he said.
“While I’m not discounting
those, it’s reassuring to know
that for most students, it’s
working.”
Reitman elaborated on
the ranking’s significance for
the Tufts administration. “To
some extent, this is even more
gratifying than the U.S. News
& World Report because that’s
something we can’t really
change, whereas [the happiness of students] is a much
smaller focus,” he said.
When asked what may have
accounted for the apparent
rise in students’ happiness,
Reitman recalled an event
that was probably fresh in the
minds of survey respondents
in 2006. “It didn’t rain at Spring
Fling,” he joked. “I think it was
the first time in four years that
it didn’t rain or snow.”
In a more earnest response,
Reitman attributed the survey
results to Tufts’ growing reputation as a premier university.
“Tufts keeps getting better,”
he said. “In the last six years
since President Bacow came,
the reputation of Tufts has
increased. Part of being happy
is going to a place where you
know [potential applicants]
would like to be.”
Still, Reitman said, each student defines happiness in his
or her own way. Some students choose Tufts because
of its proximity to Boston, he
explained, while others enroll
without any intent of utilizing the city. “I don’t suppose
there’s one answer,” he said.

Most Jumbos who were
interviewed expressed qualified astonishment at the survey
results. “It surprises me a little
bit,” junior Jayson Uppal said.
“I think people are happy here,
but I wouldn’t have expected
us to be in the top 10.”
According to junior Kaitlin
Storck, Tufts’ acquisition of
the number seven spot may
reflect a unique social dynamic among students. “There are
different circles of friends, but
I think within those groups,
people are close,” she said.
“There’s a family-type feeling.”
Considering her own social
network through her involvement on the sailing team,
Storck said that Tufts is unique
in its abundance of meaningful friendships. “I don’t think
most other schools’ sailing
teams are close like ours,” she
said.
Storck pointed to Tufts’ size
as a possible explanation for
the cohesive communities
she has observed. “A slightly smaller school [like Tufts]
can definitely foster this kind
of stuff,” she said. “And with
schools that are smaller [than
Tufts], there might not be a
group for everyone.”
Senior Corrine Mahoney
said one of Tufts’ best features
is the diversity in its student
body. “I would find it hard to
believe that a person wouldn’t
be able to find a group of people they could connect with,”
she said.
According to freshman
Thomas Bennett, happiness at
Tufts is a phenomenon that
transcends considerations of
its relative prestige. “All my
friends say how glad they
are that they chose Tufts —
even students who got into
schools with higher rankings
— because they’re having such
a good time,” he said.
Bennett attributed student

satisfaction to the flexibility of
academic and extracurricular
offerings. “I think it’s a very
accepting community, and
there’s not too much emphasis on any one area,” he said.
“There are options available
for everyone.”
But what about social
options?
According
to
Mahoney, social life and happiness are mutually exclusive
terms.
“I would never rank my
happiness based on the social
life,” she said. “I’m happy here
because [Tufts] has provided
me with a good education.”
Still, other students defined
social life as an integral component of overall happiness.
Storck said an increased commitment on the part of the
administration to schoolsponsored social events would
make students even happier
with life at Tufts.
“We have NQR, but that’s
just once a year,” she said. “I
think Tufts could foster more
of a school spirit by creating
more things like that. If we
work on our [social] identity,
people will feel proud to be
Jumbos for life.”
Nevertheless, Reitman said,
the results of the Princeton
Review survey represent a
remarkable achievement for
Tufts. “Striking a balance where
you know that your academics
are excellent but that you are
also in a living, learning environment where you are enjoying each other’s company is a
balance that every university
should strive to achieve,” he
said.
“If this is a measure of that,”
he added, referring to the
“Happiest Students” ranking
list, “then that is a wonderful
statement about Tufts.”
Storck echoed the findings
of The Princeton Review: “I
can’t see myself being happier
anywhere else,” she said.

MAGIC
continued from page 3

have a tendency to find patterns in their surroundings
from a very young age.
“There’s pretty good evidence that children learn to
speak by finding statistical patterns of how words and sound
comes together,” Taylor said.

“We seek patterns
as ways to explain a
very complex world.”
Holly Taylor
Associate Professor of
Psychology
According to Taylor, it is this
predisposition to seek significance in patterns that produces
magical thinking. “Sometimes
[pattern-finding] results in an
illusory correlation,” Taylor
said. “People see things as fitting together when in actuality it is more a coincidental or
random occurrence.”
What kind of role does magical thinking play in the life of
a college student? To find out,
the Daily conducted an unscientific poll of 30 students of
varying grade levels. Students
were presented with the following situation: while sitting
on a bench at school, having
just applied for an internship
with an organization with little
to no publicity here at Tufts,
they find that a pamphlet for
that organization just happens to be sitting right next to
them.
While nearly all of the students commented on what a
strange coincidence this would
be, 16 of the 30 would lend
no supernatural weight to the
matter, while 14 said that they

would interpret the experience
as being a sign indicative of
good or bad luck.
Magical thinking in the
above situation was often
unconnected with conventional superstition. “I don’t
consider myself superstitious,”
freshman Laura Curren said.
“But something like that would
subconsciously affect me.”
Those Tufts students who
do find themselves engaged
in magical thinking practice it
in a variety of different forms.
As Taylor suggested, some students take notice of patterns of
events in their lives.
“I do notice parallels,”
chemical engineering graduate student Peter Kracke said,
adding that he might attach
significance to unexplained
patterns in his life.
Junior Michelle Finston
agreed. “I definitely believe in
signs and parallels,” she said,
recalling an eerie time when,
just before a family member passed away, a number
of school assignments and
other occurrences in her life
all seemed somehow related to
death.
Magical thinking can also
extend beyond how people
interpret the world to how
one’s own actions might affect
it. Sophomore Lauren Jackson
has one magical belief that
she just can’t break. “I tend to
believe that three’s a charm,”
she said.
In the world of academia
and objective study, however,
there is still a great deal of
room for objective, non-magical thinkers. “Considering that
I walked around with an open
umbrella through Houston
Hall for an entire day during
Assassins,” freshman James
Kennedy said, “I’m obviously
not superstitious.”
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THIS IS YOUR MOMENT

Photo by Meena Bolourchi (A'08)

MAKE IT LAST
What does Tufts mean to you? Submit your
videos, photos and songs about Your Favorite
Tufts Moment, along with a brief description, to
moments@tufts.edu. You may be featured on
the Tufts.edu homepage!
For more details, visit
http://go.tufts.edu/moments
Sponsored by the Office of Web Communications at
Tufts
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MOVIE REVIEW

DEVIN TOOHEY | WHEN POP CULTURE GOES BAD

‘Astronaut Farmer’ suffers a failure to launch
When people go bad

E

very now and then, I find that
the world of pop culture manages to outdo itself in terms of

ludicrousness and sleaziness. We are currently in the middle of one of those “now
and then”s. Over the past few days, we
have found ourselves hit with not one,
but two stories that (if they were not real)
I would have sworn were merely the wet
dreams of some editor of the National
Enquirer.

WARNER BROS.

This was the Farmers’ first attempt at a rocket — it didn’t work as well as they thought it would.
BY

RACHEL CHARATAN
Daily Staff Writer

“The Astronaut Farmer” is the story
of one man’s attempt to launch a rocket into space out of his own backyard

The Astronaut Farmer
Starring Billy Bob Thornton,
Virginia Madsen and Max Thieriot
Directed by Michael Polish
farm. It’s an American tale of living
in a fantasy world and going against
all odds when the whole world won’t
believe in you. It should be uplifting,
poignant, beautiful and inspirational

as it portrays a man with a dream.
Yet while Charlie Farmer (Billy Bob
Thornton) may succeed in his dreams
of space travel, this film hardly takes
flight.
Charlie lives with his wife, Audrey
( Virginia Madsen), a waitress at the
local diner, their teenage son, Shepard
(Max Thieriot), and two younger
daughters, Stanley ( Jasper Polish) and
Sunshine (Logan Polish). Yes, you read
that right. The girls’ names are Stanley
and Sunshine. This is perhaps the first
indication of the serious, avoidable
flaws to come.
The family bonds together over
their shared hopes and eventually the
children even stay home from school
to help build the rocket. Soon, however, problems arise as the Farmers

run out of money and the local bank
threatens foreclosure on their ranch.
Also, FBI agents led by Jacobson ( J.K.
Simmons) show up to investigate
Charlie as a threat to national security
and seek to shut down the construction in his barn. Charlie is forced
to turn to his local attorney, Kevin
Munchak ( Tim Blake Nelson), for help
while the media descends like locusts
and he struggles to succeed in keeping
his rocket and family in order.
While the basic plotline has some
potential, director Michael Polish
does not have the experience to create a logical, flowing and emotionally moving flick. The first half is
well-paced with the focus on Charlie’s
see FARMER, page 9

GALLERY REVIEW

Student photography has lessons for its audience
BY

KYLE CHAYKA

Daily Staff Writer

The annual Student Exhibition at
the Photographic Resource Center
at Boston University collects photo-

2007 PRC Student Exhibition
At the Photographic Resource
Center, Boston University through
March 18
832 Commonwealth Avenue
617-975-0600
graphic work from students gathered
across the full spectrum of Boston
area universities. It is by nature democratic, making no delineation between
art school and liberal arts, freshman
and senior.
Universities included in the show
include not only BU, but also schools
such as MIT, SMFA and even Fitchburg
State College. These factors make the
exhibition incredibly diverse; in fact,
this diversity is one of its more interesting aspects. Exhibitions set up in
small spaces such as this tend to specialize rather than offering a wideranging examination. The PRC Student
Exhibition differs in that it gives viewers a full glance of a developing Boston
art scene.
The show’s variety represents a snapshot of an entirely new generation of
photographers. This is student work:
at times it’s awkward, at times insightful. Whichever the case, the work is

PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE CENTER

Don’t worry, these photos didn’t stay on
the floor.
truly inspiring. Photos like sketches
show artists exploring without impediment, and with no end of creativity
in sight. What the photos may lack in
execution, maturity or technicality,
they more than make up for in sheer
wide-eyed freedom of vision.
Among the pieces that particularly stood out from all others, Erin
Erikson’s “Untitled” from his series
“Potted Plants” shows, unsurprisingly,
potted plants hanging above a few for-

lorn washing machines in a deserted
Laundromat. A quick glance at the
photo is enough to see in it the feelings
of isolation and loneliness that often
inspire photographers, but this piece
goes beyond the cliché. The bright
greens of the cascading plants add a
note of humor. As they fall from the
top of the frame, their tropical exuberance belies the heavy, still quality of
the washing. The colors are a beautiful study of deadpan whites and grays
contrasted with the organic shades of
the plants.
Continuing the laundry theme is
Edmund Ming Yip Kwong’s “Sunday
Afternoon at the Laundromat.” MIT
is known for its sciences and engineering, which Kwong’s photo speaks
to quite clearly. In a black and white
print, Kwong presents a bored man in
front of a flat, heavy grid of dryers. The
dryers repeat endlessly in the background and move towards the viewer on the side, looking like so many
computer monitors. Impenetrable and
unfathomable, the symbol of the dryer
becomes a futuristic study of glossy
electronic equipment. Repeat, spin,
and repeat.
Presenting another point of view is
Massachusetts College of Art student
Brian Doan’s “Orange — CA” (2006),
a glossy, large archival inkjet print
showing a woman in a bikini bathed
in light and standing in between hammocks with an elderly figure in the
see PHOTO, page 9

I’ll fill you in if you have been living
under a rock ... on Mars ... with wax in
your ears ... singing “I’m not listening, I’m
not listening, la la la.”
First off, there was the whole debacle
over the late Anna Nicole Smith. I will
admit that when I heard she died, I was
not exactly grief-stricken. I was expecting
a few digs from late night comedians (the
price you pay for living the life of a gluttonous gold digger) and then she would
be laid to rest in the annals of shameful
pop culture lore.
What we got was far more absurd. Her
body (her dead, rotting corpse) was tied
up in a bloody battle over the next two
weeks. The issue has been drawing more
eyes than the best picture winner. In fact,
last Friday’s New York Post had a cover
that read “And the Body Goes To ...”
Then, of course, concurrently running
with this fiasco was the latest installment
of everyone’s favorite serial, “As the Spears
Turns.” Within the past week or so, our
loveable little Britney has drawn attention
for excessive partying, checking herself into
rehab not once, not twice, but three times,
and deciding that Natalie Portman really
had it going on in “V for Vendetta” (2006).
As I sit here, in my calm little suburban
collegiate life that I live, I can only wonder two things: A) “what are these people
thinking?” and B) “what does it say about
us (myself included) that we are following
this?”
Let’s start with A. On one hand, I know
what you are probably thinking. “They’re
rich. They’re famous. They live in another world. They’re unhappy. They can’t
help themselves. It is something we can’t
understand.”
And so on and so forth. But, when I saw
the picture of Britney Spears looking like
she was about to enter a costume contest
as Professor X, I couldn’t help but wonder, “Dear God ... she must have known
that this was going to be in every tabloid
as she was doing this. She must have a
few brain cells remaining to foresee herself as the butt of Conan’s, Letterman’s,
and ‘Saturday Night Live’’s punch lines.
Why doesn’t she stop herself?”
I mean, checking into rehab is commendable. Checking out and then checking in again is understandable, I suppose.
Doing it thrice, shaving your head and
getting some tattoos while you’re at it is
just asking for ridicule.
Sometimes I think that the only way
that all of this could possibly be actually going on is if it is all scripted. Britney
Spears cannot truly be a real person (and
I don’t just mean the cosmetic surgery).
One day, a bunch of writers are going to
see TOOHEY, page 9
Devin Toohey is a sophomore majoring in
English and classics. He can be reached at
Devin.Toohey@tufts.edu.
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Beats and geeks: White rappers merge hip-hop and computers
BY

CARY DARLING

McClatchy Newspapers

A cramped upstairs bedroom in an
apartment complex with all the whimsical charm of a Soviet prison block doesn’t
seem like the kind of place where a new
branch of hip-hop would take root. But
here, within hollering distance of Baylor
University, are Fort Worth’s Kristin Ritchie
and Tannar Brown — aka MC Router and
producer T-Byte — staying inside on a
sun-washed Saturday afternoon to lay
down a rap that combines their love of
high-tech and hard beats.
And while this particular song,
booming with an old-school, retroelectro Kraftwerk/Afrika Bambaataastyle groove, has a title that includes a
rhymes-with-rich word that’s no stranger to the hip-hop lexicon, others in
the MC Router catalog are more Silicon
Valley than South Bronx.
“One of my very first raps was a ‘Halo’
rap,” says Router, 20, referencing the
popular video game. “And then `Bill
Gates’ was the first professional one.”
She’s talking about “Bill Gates
Revolution,” a track on her coming
album that’s an anti-Microsoft rap
where “the operating system is so old,
it was a horror story my grandmother
told.”
Welcome to the world of nerdcore
— some call it “geeksta” — where math
majors, computer-code cowboys and
other young scientific Americans celebrate their love of algorithms and
hip-hop rhythms. Among those whose
burgeoning underground success is
exacting sweet revenge on those who
excluded them from high school’s coolkid cliques:
MC Plus+, a Ph.D. candidate at
Purdue University, took his name from
a programming language and named
one of his albums “Computer Science
for Life.”
Computer programmer Monzy has a
master’s degree from MIT and is a Ph.D.
candidate at Stanford. His debut disc:
“Drama in the PhD.”

MCT

Boston’s MC Frontalot, whom some
consider to be the nerdcore George
Washington because he whipped up the
geek anthem “Nerdcore Hip-Hop” back
in 2000, is a Web designer who only
recently cut back on his client list to
concentrate on his music career.
New York’s MC Chris is known for his
high-pitched raps and Cartoon Network
connection (he’s the voice of MC Pee
Pants in “Aqua Teen Hunger Force”) but
his background includes stops at the
Art Institute of Chicago and NYU’s Tisch
School of the Arts.
To quote another nerdcore performer,
MC Hawking, who raps in an electronically distorted voice that makes him
sound like famed physicist Stephen
Hawking, they’re “young, gifted and tenured.”
Others, from Lords of the Rhymes
(who claim to be “straight out of
Hobbiton”) to Optimus Rhyme (whose
name is a salute to “Transformers”

robot-hero Optimus Prime), are more
geared to pop-culture geek smarts.
At first a minor curiosity spread by
word-of-mouth and MySpace pages,
nerdcore is starting to attract broader
attention. While major labels have yet
to take the plunge, two documentaries, “Nerdcore for Life” and “Nerdcore
Rising,” are in the works. And nerdcore
performances were featured during last
month’s CES (Consumer Electronics
Show) in Las Vegas, where all the tech
gurus gather to sample the latest gadgetry.
For MC Router and T-Byte, 19, both
former Arlington Heights High School
students who are representing “the
nerdy South,” it’s less about the degrees
they hold — she briefly joined the Army
after high school and now works at a Fort
Worth Starbucks, while he’s studying
audio technology at Waco’s McLennan
Community College — than just talking
about stuff they like: computers, video

games and hip-hop.
“It wasn’t until I started getting into it
and taking it more seriously, and coming out with actual good songs, like
‘Bill Gates Revolution’ and ‘Emulation
Station,’ that I started meeting and
hearing about other nerdcore artists,”
says MC Router, who used to be more of
a Blink-182 fan before discovering hiphop.
Now, she has “geek life” tattooed on
her knuckles, is Texas’ best-known nerdcore geek, and is one of the relatively
few female performers in the genre. “I
said, ‘OK, I’m a nerdcore artist,’” she
says. “And this is what I do.”
HIP-HOP MOCKERY?
Of course, in a world that has delivered the crass opportunism of Vanilla
Ice, the cheesy tabloid adventures of
Kevin Federline, and the reality-show
hysterics of VH1’s “The White Rapper
Show,” it would be easy to conclude
that nerdcore — dominated by white
guys — is, at best, a “Weird Al” Yankovic
hip-hop parody or, at worst, an insult to
a form that was born out of urban black
street culture. Dru Ryan, a black professor of computer science and multimedia studies at Virginia’s George Mason
University and the editor of The Journal
of Hip-Hop, was concerned when he
first heard about it.
“Being from the Bronx and having a
sentimental attachment to hip-hop, to
watch something come up and take the
term ‘hip-hop’ without tying into ITS
roots put me on the fence,” he says. “But
as the subgenre developed, I saw that
they were not trying to cross over, not
claiming to be hard, or being competitive with more traditional rap music.
I’ve been impressed by this small community that has been able to maintain
itself over the years.”
British-based writer Robert Andrews
says, “I certainly didn’t get a sense that
anyone thought it racist or mocking.
Hip-hop is a huge force in the world of
music, and it has grown from its origins
with two turntables and a microphone
to so many subgenres.”
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It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to realize this movie isn’t worth seeing
FARMER

somehow still possess enough materials for another rocket and another
launch sequence. Why a man, drowning in mortgages and debt, would buy
twice as many goods as needed for one
launch is never truly addressed.

continued from page 7

construction of his rocket and dedication to his goal of orbiting the Earth.
However, after one failed attempt, “The
Astronaut Farmer,” like Charlie, gives it
another whirl and this is really when it
starts to go downhill.
The dramatic music is loud and
overwhelming as it tries to create emotional tension where there is none.
Normally, this tension would be thoroughly developed by a solid script and
captivating acting. As for the former,
brothers Mark and Michael Polish’s
script is weak due to its cheesy soliloquies, mostly about space and hope,
and its overwrought dialogue, including such lines as “If we don’t have our
dreams, we have nothing,” and, “Please
don’t break my heart.”
It does break one’s heart, however, to
see poor Virginia Madsen deliver such
lines when she has true talent, which is
glimpsed here and seen in its entirety
in “Sideways” (2004). Madsen does the
best she can in “The Astronaut Farmer,”
but has no choice when it comes to
her dialogue and ridiculously overly
dramatic plate-throwing confrontation
with Charlie when she finds out about
the possible foreclosure.
Thornton acts well in comparison to
most of his previous work and delivers
a good portion of his scenes pensively.
Only when he must truly show emotion, such as when he is discussing his
deceased father, do his inabilities as an
actor reveal themselves.
The supporting cast is quite good,
with particularly impressive acting by
Simmons, the newspaper editor from

However, after one failed
attempt, “The Astronaut
Farmer”, like Charlie, gives
it another whirl and this is
really when it starts to go
downhill.

WARNER BROS.

Looks like Billy Bob Thornton lost his hitchhiker’s guide to the galaxy.
“Spider-Man” (2002), and Nelson, who
first proved his chops in “O Brother,
Where Art Thou?” (2000).
The most frustrating aspect of

“The Astronaut Farmer” is the simply
illogical nature of several scenes. For
example, when the Farmers decide to
give the rocket another chance, they

Students give audience a new perspective
PHOTO
continued from page 7

Toohey urges compassion
for struggling celebrities
TOOHEY

foreground. The beauty of this
piece is its unabashed concession to simply looking pretty:
the yard is dappled with light,
the colors are bright and luscious, and the repeated hammocks border the subject,
giving it a great composition.
This isn’t to say that the photo
doesn’t lack depth. The two
figures represent the mysterious, provocative relationship
between viewer and viewed,
ugly and beautiful.

continued from page 7

pop up from behind her and
shout “Surprise!” Then she’ll
take off a mask, and they’ll all
have a good laugh for having
us so totally “Punk’d.” Yes, I
know that isn’t the most likely
of scenarios, but think back on
the life of Britney Spears. My
explanation is at least slightly
more believable than reality.

So I ask, when do we
hit the point where it
goes from simply ‘Ha
ha, look what those
dumb blondes are up
to now’ and heads
towards ‘Wow, these
people are seriously
ruining their lives
and the lives of those
around them?’

This is student work:
at times it’s awkward,
at times insightful.
Whichever the case, the
work is truly inspiring.
Photos like sketches
show artists exploring
without impediment
and with no end of creativity in sight.
Alexandra
Mulcahy
of
Emerson College’s “Cascade,” a
more traditional gelatin silver
print of a pair of legs parading across a reflective floor
in a flowing, feathered gown,
is incredible in its detail. The
feathers present an intricate
counterpoint to the smooth
skin of the legs. Besides this
study in texture, the composition is spot on, divided by the
end of the floor, the molding
and a white wall. Its almost
sepia color further brings out
the piece’s delicate nature.
As a whole, the Photographic
Resource Center’s Student
Exhibition is a provocative look
at what will become Boston’s
newest generation of artistic
documenters. These students
have the ability to create and
fulfill a presentation of the
area’s artistic atmosphere,
from photos of empty streets to

The biggest question of all involves an
extended appearance by a well-known
actor who is not billed during the opening credits. Want a clue? This A-list actor’s
trip to space in a 1998 movie didn’t end
as well Charlie Farmer’s.
“The Astronaut Farmer” has a pleasant story and some fine acting that
should have been part of an overall better picture, but sadly simply are not. The
film was not thoroughly thought out and
drags, even with a running time under
two hours. The filmmakers seemed to try
too hard to create a tearjerker, complete
with death and melodramatic conversations.
They have forgotten about making a
sensible piece of entertainment complete with character development and a
fluid story arc. So while Charlie Farmer
may accomplish what he sets out to do,
the audience is left here on Earth, incapable of escaping this movie.

And now, B. Despite the last
paragraph, I am still pretty sure
that Britney and Anna are/were
real people with real thoughts
and feelings and families. And

yet, for some reason, we find
ourselves inexplicably drawn
to every time their lives get
progressively worse. When do
we hit the point where it goes
from simply “Ha ha, look what
those dumb blondes are up to
now” and heads towards “Wow,
these people are seriously ruining their lives and the lives of
those around them?”
To be honest, I do not know
where that point is. For some
people, it never comes. No
matter whatever happens to
celebrities, they are amused,
because the stuff is not happening to anyone around
them. It only provides a beautiful escape from their lives and
the issues that do matter.
But at the same time, I cannot get over what is actually
running through some of these
people’s heads. Britney Spears
has had a messy divorce, is
in rehab and is terribly troubled — yet no one feels bad for
her. People laugh as they say
that Anna Nicole’s kid will be
forever messed up. Yes, these
celebrities are rich, selfish and
rather vacuous, but what does
it say about us that we are so
fascinated by them — especially when they are down? I
honestly don’t know.

Write a Viewpoint!

PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE CENTER

Renee Spicer’s “july, 2006” was actually just a picture from last spring
break.
buildings standing flat against
an encroaching sky.
The exhibition is, without a
doubt, one to be seen, proving
that Boston has an art scene

worth supporting. It is a innovative exploration of the many
possibilities of photography,
both documentary and artistic
but always creative.

Send submissions of 700
to 1,000 words in length to
viewpoints@tuftsdaily.com
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The Princeton Review’s 2007 edition of
the “361 Best Colleges” shows that Jumbos
are some of the happiest college students
in the nation. Regardless of the weather
outside or the midterm crunch, it seems
that students’ outlook on their time here
is sunny. For all the hard work by students,
faculty, staff and administration, this is
high praise that reminds us that, despite
our differences, we enjoy our time at Tufts.
Determined by a survey of Tufts students, The Princeton Review’s recognition
of Tufts as a happy place for students is the
result of many factors. A vibrant campus
life that offers opportunities to all kinds of
people with a variety of interests is a necessary ingredient to a fulfilling college career.
Fortunately, for Tufts undergraduate students this is the bedrock of four years
spent here. Moreover, happy students are
evident almost everywhere on campus. For
all those prospective students and parents
eagerly touring the campus this time of
year, eager, smiling students send a good
message to those considering college.
This is no accident. Tufts students and
administrators are committed to keeping
a constant pulse on students’ feelings in

order to keep campus life active and fulfilling. A nearly constant stream of surveys on
almost every aspect of the Tufts experience
crowds students’ e-mail inboxes (at times
to the point of irritation). Community dialogue, cultural events and available methods to alleviate campus conflicts keep students informed, entertained and focused
on creating a better place to live, work and
play. Despite Tufts’ recently highlighted
negatives — running the gamut from serious concerns on diversity to on-campus
housing grievances to the general complaint of a less-than-satisfactory social
scene — a commitment to discourse, and
thus improvement, may account for Tufts’
rank in the review.
Faculty, too, seem to be satisfied with
their positions. A recent survey from the
Collaborative on Academic Careers in
Higher Education (COACHE) at the Harvard
University Graduate School of Education
found Tufts to be ranked high in terms
of collegiality, or goodwill among faculty.
A rich and varied curriculum is only one
result from the promotion of a pleasant
community.
Finally, Tufts’ commitment to expanded

graduate programs is more good news for
our graduate and undergraduate students
alike. The Tufts population is large and varied, but it may certainly grow as is responsible and sustainable. It is indeed high time
to address graduate education. Drawing
talented, advanced students with highly
specialized interests can only benefit our
intellectual community.
Despite regrettable and controversial
events in the past semester, we should
take a moment to recognize the Tufts community’s efforts to enact positive change
on campus, as reflected in initiatives such
as the town meeting. We should remember our happiness at Tufts in the context
of some current discontent. As the snow
melts, we can step into spring with a fresh
resolve to make every student one of our
“happiest students.”
Warmer temperatures and warmer attitudes can help us to put the negative
events of the past into perspective. This is
not to say that we should view our shortcomings with new rose-colored glasses; it
is, instead, to take a minute to give credit
where credit is due — that is, the entire
Tufts community.
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Want to improve your accommodations
during your stay in prison? No, Expedia.
com can’t help you book this upgrade. Until
recently, God was the only one who could.
Inmates staying at Newton Correctional
Facility in Iowa had the chance to increase
their quality of life through a faith-based
program run by InterChange Freedom
Initiative. According to The Washington
Post, this program was funded by $1.5
million of public money and was part of
President Bush’s initiative to solve social
problems through faith.
Inmates who participated in the program rooted in Evangelical Christianity
were given incentives for making “sufficient spiritual progress.” Nicer cells with
private toilets, increased access to the
outside world and expedited fulfillment
of prison requirements were rewards for
inmates who prayed daily and attended
services and revival meetings regularly.
Rehabilitation materials given to
inmates included helpful lessons like,
“Criminal behavior is a manifestation of

an alienation between the self and God,”
and “Acceptance of God and Biblical principles results in cure through the power of
the Holy Spirit. Transformation happens
through an instantaneous miracle; it then
builds the prisoner up with familiarity of
the Bible.”
But what about the people who held different beliefs than Evangelical Christianity?
Well, they were encouraged to “compromise” in order to participate in this program.
A lower court in Iowa has already ruled
that this program is unconstitutional
because the state cannot force people to
practice a religion, even if they are imprisoned. The Iowa program was deemed to
be “pervasively sectarian” by U.S. District
Judge Robert W. Pratt last year, according
to the article. In the case, inmates testified
that they felt “unwelcome” in the program
because they practiced faiths other than
Evangelical Christianity.
InterChange was ordered to repay monies to both the Iowa government and prisoners and cease operations in the facility.
The ruling is pending the findings of an

appeal by InterChange’s affiliate, Prison
Fellowship Ministries, a privately funded
organization that runs similar programs in
six other states.
Did President Bush skip civics class the
day the separation of church and state
was discussed? No one should have to
compromise his religious beliefs to acquire
benefits. The Constitution mandates that
the state cannot show preference to one
religion or another, and yet InterChange
encourages people to follow a specific religious path to reap its benefits. People will
do anything in order to have better living conditions and increased opportunity
to make contact with friends and family.
Despite the “voluntary” nature of the program, the rewards associated with participation are too tempting for most, thus
making it less of a choice and more of a
necessity for a better life in prison.
What happened to rewarding prisoners
for good behavior or rehabilitation through
other outlets? It’s necessary for the upper
court to uphold the ruling of the lower
court in order to maintain the constitutional rights of inmates of all faiths.

CORRECTION
In yesterday’s sports article, “Jumbos’ freshmen excel at NESCAC Championship,” Patrick Kinsella’s 9:53.56 time in the 1,000 freestyle at the championships was incorrectly noted for breaking the 15-year-old Tufts record of 9:54.51 set by Marc Bonnet-Eymard
in 1992. Senior Greg Bettencourt broke the record earlier this season at MIT on Feb. 2 with a time of 9:36.06.
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Ending poverty through new policies
BY

MARY LANGAN

Are the United States and other
developed nations doing all they can
to help alleviate poverty in the developing world?
Of course not. Are they working their
hardest to bring peace and prosperity
to every region of the world, regardless
of its strategic importance?
Obviously not. Have the United
Nations, World Bank and International
Monetary Fund always kept in mind
the interests of the countries they’re
trying to help when they create policy?
I highly doubt it. Can we blame
these organizations and their member states when we think about the
endemic poverty and violence in much
of the world?
To some extent.
And yet ...
However uninspired, shortsighted
and under-funded programs are, and
no matter how self-serving, superficial and insincere countries might be,
the funding is there. Of course there
should be more of it: the international community should be ashamed it
wouldn’t rally the funds to fight the
genocide in Darfur, and the United
States should be embarrassed that
it constantly blackmails the United
Nations by withholding its mandatory
dues.
Yet as we all know, the right way to
solve a problem is not to throw more
money at it (Congress ... cough, cough).

I love you. Terrified yet?
Relationshipophobia

Y

ou are a lowly second grader
slumped over in your desk, listening to a teacher who is altogether

too nice telling you something about how
Billy has one apple, and Martha has two
apples, and together, how many apples

CORBIS

We could be doing more with the funding we have and more effectively knock
down the ridiculously high statistic of
nearly 3 billion people living on less
than $2 a day. So what are we missing?
One overlooked element of this
conundrum is governance. No matter
what incredible plans the people in
New York or Geneva make or how thorough an understanding of economic
development the World Bank has, the
reality on the ground is the only thing
that matters. The Oil-for-Food program sounded like a good idea right
up to the point where we found out

Rigid gender roles, not the
sex fair, facilitate rape

Saddam Hussein was siphoning billions in funds, taking part in oil smuggling and demanding kickbacks from
those buying Iraqi oil.
U.N. policy in Angola that helped
create a unity government also seemed

ANDREA COTE

This letter is in response to the
Feb. 26 Viewpoint “Sex fair sends the
wrong message,” written by Ashley
Samelson.
On Feb. 14th, Ashley Samelson did
not like what she found in the campus center. Expecting to find flowers, candy hearts and other Hallmark
signs that the established social hierarchy was intact on Valentine’s Day,
she was disgusted and disgraced to
find that women, too, have sexual
appetites.
Before jumping ahead of myself, I
would like to make clear what information, resources and activities were
made readily available at the Sex
Fair two weeks ago. Every table was
advertised in the exact same way,
with a poster in front made either by
VOX members or other organizations
invited to the fair, along with individuals working the booths, trying to
draw participants to their activities.
However, some activities were
inevitably more eye-catching than
others. The cookie-decorating table,
for instance, was an obvious attention grabber because the cookies
were free and sample penis and
vagina-shaped cookies were displayed. Other tables, like the popular
“Where do you get off?” booth asking
students to mark where in the world
and at Tufts they have masturbated,
were a bit shocking to some due to
the practically nonexistent discussion and celebration of masturbation, especially women’s masturbation.
This may be why Ms. Samelson felt
like this was the only information
presented at the fair. However, her
claim that the fair had “little or no
relation to education” is a tremen-

dous misrepresentation of the event
and a disservice to the participating
organizations.
At the Sex Fair, the Women’s Center
had a bingo consent game along with
pamphlets outlining the resources
available at the Center. The Planned
Parenthood League of Mass. had a
great deal of information about STIs,
the services offered at their clinics,
current legislation for which they
are lobbying, and a representative
offering to answer any questions, no
matter how uncomfortable, pertaining to sex or related topics.
The Tufts Feminist Alliance offered
a flyer featuring innovative sexual
positions and stressing respect and
consent. The Student Health Advisory
Board had info about what’s available at Health Services relating to
sex, and the AIDS Collaborative had
red awareness ribbons, HIV testing
information, and sold “fight AIDS”
t-shirts.
VOX, the organizing group, sold
condom roses, each attached with a
gift card listing the (800) AIDS and
STI hotline numbers. The one activity that was advertised more than the
others was the table sponsored by
Hubba Hubba, a sex shop in Central
Square, and this was simply to draw
attention to a new aspect of the fair.
Other cosponsoring groups were
the Queer Straight Alliance and the
Anthro Collective, each of which
represented both their missions and
that of the fair with interesting and
pertinent information about sex.
In addition to these tables and
see FAIR, page 13
Andrea Cote is a senior majoring in
mathematics and the co-president of
Tufts VOX.

will they have, and what if one is taken
away, and what if three are added, and if
you dozed off while this whole exchange
was taking place, would you really miss
anything?

see POVERTY, page 15
Mary Langan is a sophomore majoring in
international relations. She is a member
of EPIIC, which will cover poverty reduction at its upcoming symposium, Global
Crises: Governance and Intervention, on
March 1-4.

Free speech
and wisdom
BY

BY

OLIVIA TEYTELBAUM | PHOBIAPHILES

ROBERT DEVIGNE

Tufts maintains a general commitment to the values of free speech, free
thought and pursuit of truth. These
goals make us descendants of John
Stuart Mill, whose writings founded
many of the intellectual rationales
for these practices, which are integral features of the best universities. By thinking about Mill’s philosophy for a moment, I believe we gain
insight into the recent controversy
raised by some professors on campus
over whether Larry Summers should
speak on higher education at Tufts on
March 14.
Mill’s defense of free thought and
free speech is straightforward. These
freedoms are pivotal to the development of qualities that characterize a
cultivated individual: rationality and
resolute engagement with the world.
They also create the necessary conditions for wisdom and progress.
Even if individuals completely disagree with their opponents, they will
grow in self-awareness from engaging an opposing position. Conflicts
between competing ideas of the
“good” place restraints on antagonists, induce toleration and force
advocates to sharpen and clarify their
views.
Since most advocates emphasize
one side of a position, partisans of
contrasting positions are required so
that the rest of us will grasp the whole
or comprehensive position. Mill placsee SUMMERS, page 15
Associate Professor Robert Devigne is
the Chair of the Department of Political
Science and the author of “Reforming
Liberalism: J. S. Mill’s Use of Ancient,
Religious, Romantic, and Liberal
Moralities.”

VIEWPOINTS POLICY The Viewpoints section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Viewpoints welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles on campus, national, and international issues can be roughly 700 to 1000 words in length. Editorial cartoons
are also welcome. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in The Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later than 1 p.m. on the
day prior to the desired day of publication and must include the author’s phone number for verification purposes. Material may be submitted via e-mail (viewpoints@tuftsdaily.
com) or in hard-copy form at The Tufts Daily in the basement of Curtis Hall. Questions and concerns should be directed to the Viewpoints editor. The opinions expressed in the
Viewpoints section do not necessarily represent the opinions of The Tufts Daily itself.

How often do we find ourselves trading
apples? So you’re sitting there, pondering
the nature of trade and existence (as a
second-grader, mind you) when you feel a
light tap on your shoulder.
It’s so light, you would have totally ignored it in any other situation, but
because you’re bored out of your mind and
way too smart for this second-grader stuff,
you look behind you.
It’s David. David Bills.
Quite possibly the cutest second grader that ever lived. And you’re in heaven.
Apples would matter if David was eating
one, and existence matters because, well,
if you weren’t existing, you couldn’t enjoy
David’s presence. Anyway, he smiles and
passes you a folded paper.
It’s folded like one of those cootie catchers. David isn’t so bright. I guess he doesn’t
realize that a cootie catcher isn’t just a way
to fold a note, it’s our only way of connecting with our powers of future-telling.
Withering its essence down to a folded
note is something like sacrilege, but you
pay no attention.
You unfold the cootie catcher and find
on it a few poorly-written words (David
has awful handwriting), which carry with
them a kind of weight you haven’t been
familiar with until this point:
Do You lyke me?
Yes No Mabey (Cerkel 1)
And this is the beginning of your life
as a woman. Too bad you wake up and
realize this whole David Bills thing was
just a dream, and you’re actually “dating”
Marcus Lewzewsky, the class snot with
whom you have no idea how to break up
because you’re in freakin’ second grade,
and you’re only with him because you
were trying to be nice and Mommy always
taught you to never say no and always say
yes.
Always say yes, always. No is for rude
girls, and that’s the sort of thing that gets
you into time out.
Would you like some more collards?
Yes.
Would you please hold still while I’m
doing your hair? Yes.
Would you please be so kind as to take
out the trash? Yes.
Would you go out with me? Y-y-sniffle
sniffle. Yes.
This unfortunate incident will most
likely reflect the nature of the relationships
you will have to endure for the rest of your
life — or, that is, until you find someone
you can stand.
We fear them, we loathe them and yet
we love them. It’s a fascinating dichotomy.
You want a relationship because you want
see TEYTELBAUM, page 13
Olivia Teytelbaum is a freshman who has
not yet declared a major. She can be
reached at Olivia.Teytelbaum@tufts.edu .
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Sex Fair was
educational,
says senior Cote
FAIR
continued from page 11

many others stocked with condoms,
free stuff and candy, VOX displayed
photos taken for an awareness raising campaign about the Global Gag
Rule, an international Women’s Health
issue.
It is clear from this list that the Sex
Fair was a melting pot of information
about consent, contraceptives, STIs,
sexual methods and techniques, and
resources relating to sex. The goal of
the fair was to provide the real and
sometimes scary facts about sex, but
also to maintain and celebrate the idea
that sex can and should be fun.

Other tables, like the popular
“Where do you get off?” booth
asking students to mark
where in the world and at
Tufts they have masturbated,
were a bit shocking to some
due to the practically nonexistent discussion and celebration of masturbation, especially women’s masturbation.
If we can’t openly and freely discuss
sex and masturbation, how will we
make informed sexual choices? People
typically have underhanded discussions about sex as if it is dirty and
shameful, or they don’t talk about sex
at all.
The purpose of the Sex Fair and a big
part of VOX’s mission is to help give
people the tools they need to negotiate
sexual experiences on their own terms
and make choices that are right for
them.
Ms. Samelson makes the serious
accusation that events like the Sex Fair

ANNIE WERMIEL/TUFTS DAILY

facilitate rape because they supposedly support a flippant attitude towards
sex.
She suggests that any ease of discussion surrounding sex or open honesty
about the experiences we’ve had or
want to have will unleash the uncontrollable urge inside us all (and by us
she means men) to go out and get pleasure any way we can, even if this means
taking advantage of someone else.
Ms. Samelson implies that a man’s
sexual appetite is so tremendous and
unstoppable that meeting a woman
who feels comfortable discussing sex
in an open manner will certainly send
him over the edge, turning him into a

Both men and women need
to change their expectations
TEYTELBAUM
continued from page 11

someone to relate to, someone
to share your experience with,
someone, one person, who can
understand you fully and love
who you are. But we find that
once we enter into that contract
with another person, it’s a bit of a
letdown.
You may be thinking to yourself, “But Olivia. I’m in an amazing relationship now. I’m so unbelievably happy with [insert name
here], and we’ve been together
for almost an entire year!”

Always say yes, always.
No is for rude girls,
and that’s the sort of
thing that gets you into
time out.
And that may be true. You
probably feel that way now. But
fast-forward a few months, when
you find out about the cheating
and the chauvinism and whatever other abuse or exploitation of
your trust he incurred, and you’ve
got a much different story.
How could I have ever felt that
way about him? Was I delusional? And all the good that ever
came out of that relationship
has become, in a single moment,
wholly erased.
So after understanding this, is
it really such a surprise that anyone would have a fear of commitment? To be honest, we aren’t

really afraid of being devoted to
one person (because if they were
worth it, that wouldn’t be so difficult), and we aren’t afraid of
being “owned.” We’re afraid of
getting hurt.
Of doubting our own sanity.
Of being used.
I can’t even begin to get into the
challenges of being a man. Many
a superficial woman spends too
much time outlining in detail her
“standards”: the ideal wealth and
status of her husband in addition
to the names of all of her children (“if it’s a boy I’ll name him
Lucas, if it’s a girl I’ll name her
Charlotte, and if I end up adopting from Mongolia, Xiu Xiu”), and
the color of the drapes in her
Hollywood Hills mansion.
Come on, girls. How could any
guy measure up? And on top of
this, he’s gotta be smart, funny
and handsome? After fulfilling
your criteria, there’s hardly any
room left for a guy to be a genuine person who enjoys learning
for the sake of learning and who
wouldn’t mind using your toothbrush if the dog accidentally got
a hold of his.
I guess what I’m getting at
here is that we create our own
fears in this department. If we
could be decent, honest and
up-front with each other we
wouldn’t be in this little predicament. Women need to stop
playing victim roles in relationships. Men need to grow up. You
can’t be afraid of getting into
something while simultaneously
generating the type of behavior
that makes other people fearful.

sexual predator. This sounds disturbingly like the same logic that blames
certain victims of rape because “they
asked for it.”
I am by no means satisfied with the
sexual and romantic culture at Tufts
and beyond the university, but the
return to chivalry that Ms. Samelson
calls for is really just a return to rigid
gender roles that are far more dangerous than the Sex Fair. Suggesting
that men “need to learn how to recognize [a woman’s] limits” implies that
men should recognize a woman’s limits
because she can’t recognize them herself.
Instead, why don’t we give women

and men as much information as we
can and let them make empowering
decisions for themselves? I bet we’ll
discover that safe sex can be fun, uninhibited sex can be intimate, a vibrator
can be better than any random, casual
sexual encounter at a Tufts party, and
countless pleasurable, respectful variations exist in between.
We’ll find that just like a man, a
woman is a person capable of learning,
knowing, thinking and wanting. Like
a woman, a man is a person capable
of controlling his desires regardless
of how many women he meets who
are comfortable and open about their
sexual decisions.

aspire
higher
this
summer

http://summerschool.georgetown.edu

summer at
georgetown
university

G

et ahead by enrolling in Summer School
2007 at Georgetown University. Choose
from over 300 courses and learn from
the world’s foremost faculty. Network and
enjoy exclusive Washington access available
only to Georgetown University students.
You’ve had enough ordinary summer breaks.
This year, aspire higher.

Enroll in Summer School 2007
at Georgetown University.
Visit summerschool.georgetown.edu
or call 202.687.8700
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World Bank, IMF must start taking corrupt governance more into account
POVERTY
continued from page 11

like sound policy ... except for the continued war, the Angolan rebel group
UNITA prospering off the sale of blood
diamonds, and the rebel movement’s
success in using the diamonds to court
favors from other governments like
Burkina Faso and Togo.
The internal system of governance (or
lack thereof ) is an integral part in determining whether a policy is ultimately
successful. If a ruler is not accountable to his or her people, no matter
how well-intentioned a program might
be, the international community cannot presume that theoretically effective
economic policies will trickle down to
the people.
Likewise, if a country is mired in
instability, bitter conflict and decades
of civil war, it will take more energy
to implement effective reform there.
I’m not saying the international com-

munity did not take this into account
when they designed the programs, but
it seems implausible that there is a onesize-fits-all solution. Yet World Bank
and IMF policies around the globe often
seem far removed from the individual
nuances of each country and at times
seem completely misplaced.
The second overlooked element of
governance is the responsibility of individual countries to do what they can to
implement effective programs to the best
of their abilities. While presidents and
prime ministers can blame bad policy,
under-funding and underhanded motives
to some degree, a significant portion of
what is wrong with development rests
with the developing country itself.
In many countries in Africa, where
bribes are included in original budget
proposals for public works and government contracts, it seems naïve to
think the same would not occur with
international aid. While a shift in the

Speakers like Summers are
necessary for healthy oncampus discourse, says prof
SUMMERS
continued from page 11

es special responsibility on the
intellectual sector of society to
develop as defenders of contrasting positions and synthesizers of competing outlooks.
This is why he states in “On
Liberty” that it is crucial for
“the intelligent part of the
public ... to see that it is good
there should be differences ...
even though, as it may appear
to them, some should be for
the worse.”

“Educators and students at Tufts could
scarcely find a better
way to think about
the advantages and
disadvantages of our
curriculum than by
debating the meaning
and purpose of higher
education.”
So Mill’s thought provides
a specific challenge to Tufts’
commitment to both liberty
and wisdom. The discovery
of better and worse ways of
life and practices is neither
grounded in indifference
between one opinion and
another nor general denunciations of opponents, but rather
in the many-sided opinions
of knowledgeable sources and
the difficult task of comparing
and contrasting those ideas.
This requires that the university cultivate a higher form
of toleration than is necessary
for the larger liberal society. It
means going beyond simply
ignoring or rejecting positions
or ways of life we regard as
false or foolish.
It requires respecting the
possibility that an opposing
outlook may be right — or
partly right — even if one initially finds those views disconcerting. Indeed, the best universities transform the imperative to encourage diversity of
thought into the love of learning.
And when it comes to the
subject of Summers’ talk, the
tasks confronting higher education, we have much to learn!
As chair of the political science department and member
of the IR Core faculty, no one
knows better than I the com-

plexities of the general university requirements on the
one hand and the distinct requisites demanded by the different departments and program majors on the other. Our
strange mix of requirements,
alternatives and replacements
are expressions of a directionless curriculum, producing
students with little to no common knowledge.
Many of our students gain
knowledge and/or experience
in this or that discipline or
field of study, but too often this
education derives from the will
and character of the individual
student rather than a coherent
curriculum. Indeed, the arbitrary character of a Tufts’ education is a reflection of higher
education’s general inability to
identify what is wisdom and
what a cultivated mind needs
to know.
To be sure, during the past
few years Tufts has initiated
policies, such as the Summer
Scholars program, the soonto-be-reformed IR curriculum
and the emphasis on writing
senior thesis, whose purpose
is to intensify academic curiosity, foster research and promote the life of the mind.
But we have much work to
do! We are a long way from
teaching students a subject’s
leading truths, debates and
great features.
Such an education enables
an individual to conquer the
difficult initial threshold or set
of assumptions that shrouds
subjects in mystery and prevents individuals from entering into discourse on our most
important literary, historical,
scientific and philosophic
questions.
Educators and students
at Tufts could scarcely find
a better way to think about
the advantages and disadvantages of our curriculum than
by debating the meaning and
purpose of higher education.
Engaging Larry Summers’
speech on March 14 has the
potential to promote that discussion.
Summers’ prudence and
wisdom can be questioned, but
his commitment to reforming
undergraduate education cannot, and we can learn from his
positive and negative experiences.
Our
engagement
with
Summers will produce agreement, muddled opinions and,
no doubt, discord. Mill would
tell us we will be freer and
wiser for it.

The Oil-for-Food program
sounded like a good idea
right up to the point where
we found out Saddam
Hussein was siphoning billions in funds, taking part in
oil smuggling and demanding kickbacks from those
buying Iraqi oil.
acceptability of corruption is ostensibly
occurring, the progress is negligible,
and neither I nor those it most directly disenfranchises will live to see its
improvement at this rate.
Someone needs to take corrupt governments to task and re-teach a civil

society that has been taught to supplement its meager salaries with regular
kickbacks. Whether this force is internal
or external, it matters little in the long
run.
While sanctions would not work
effectively, perhaps “smart sanctions”
directed at those most directly profiting from them (either through freezing
assets, confiscating passports etc.) or
even public shaming might result in
some progress. Simply highlighting the
corollary between ineffective and corrupt domestic governance and its negative impact on poverty reduction might
prove a powerful force for some.
While domestic governance is far
from the only factor influencing why
some countries thrive and some
wither, it is often a significant issue.
Governance is an integral element of
shaping international policy as well
as determining how to keep individual
governments accountable.
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MARRIED TO THE SEA

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Wiled away

LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
Solution to Tuesday's puzzle

Matt: “I don’t want to brag or anything, but on my birthday in
1863, slavery was abolished. In Bulgaria.”
Evans: “Yeah, my birthday sucks.”

GARRY TRUDEAU

Wednesday, February 28, 2007
Around Campus
Chaplains Table
Chaplain’s Table. Mystics,
Prophets, and Activists in Religion.
Thursday, 3-1-07, 5-7 p.m. MacPhie
Conference Room. Speaker: Sarah
Peck, Seminarians for Choice.
Topic: “Choosing Faith: Why I Am
Prayerfully Pro-Choice.”

THE TUFTS DAILY
Housing

4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Apartment
Amazing Location- 2 Blocks
to Tufts, Newly Renovated,
Stunningly Beautiful. Huge
Rooms, 2 New Bathrooms, New
Hardwood Floors, New Designer
Windows. New: Heating, Electric,
Kitchen. Parking negotiable.
Available 09/01/07. $2400. No fees.
(781)396-4675.

Housing
Three Bedroom Apartment
Three bedroom. First floor of two
family. Great backyard and free
parking. 617-448-6233
John Oneill
(2) Six Bedroom Apts. Across from
Professors Row. w/living room,
hardwood floors throughout, C.T.
eat-in-kitchen, dishwasher, refridgerator, washer/dryer, 2 baths, front
and rear porches, 4 car off street
parking for each apt. $4500/mo.
includes heat and hot water. Avail
9/1/07. call 781-249-1677
3 Bedroom Apartments
From $1,695 / Month, Call (781)
863-0440. Modern 3 bedroom
apartments next to Tufts. Newly
refinished hardwood floors; New
windows throughout; Modern
kitchens and baths, front & rear
porches, garages available, no fees

3 & 4 Bedroom Apartments
Both Beautiful Apartments have
been refinished. Entire House
Rebuilt. Great Location close to
Main Campus. Parking option available. Available 09/01/07. $1800 &
$2200. No Fees. Please call 781526-8471. Thanks!!
1 Bedroom Apartment
Gorgeous 1 Bed Apartment.
2 Blocks to Tufts, Large Sunny
Rooms, New Bathroom & Kitchen,
Newly Refinished Hardwood FLoor,
Huge Thermal Pane Designer
Windows. Off Street Parking available. 09/01/07. Amazing Apartment
w/No Fees. $1000. Please Contact
(781)396-4675.
Spring Break in Myrtle Beach
(3/17-3/24)!
Oceanfront, 2 bedroom condo
with full kitchen at the Fairfield
Seawatch Resort in Myrtle Beach,
SC. The unit sleeps 8, and at 700$
for 7 nights, it is a great deal.
Email Meagan.Hardy@tufts.edu

Housing

Housing

Steps to Campus!!
Two 3BR apartments on College
Avenue. Hardwood, dishwasher,
porch, laundry, parking, eat-inkitchen, tile kitchen and bath in
one unit. Avail 6/1/07 $1950 mo. +
utils for each apartment. Call 617230-1601

Cyndie Femino
Medford/Som. Line off College
Ave. on Pearl St. 4 Bedroom, 2 LR,
Lg Eat-in kitchen, 2 Full Baths, pkg.
for (3) cars, laundry in basement.
Avail. June 1st. $2500. Call 781
983 6398.

3 Bedroom Apartment
Large 3 bedroom apartment
245 Boston Ave. 6 big rooms, 2
porches, hardwood floors, eat-in
kitchen, living room, and dinning
room. Off street parking for 2 or 3
cars. W/D in basement. Available
6-1-07. $1750/mo not including utilities. Summer negotiable. Call Rick
781-956-5868
Spyder Web Enterprises
Apartments Sublets and
Roommates. List and browse free!
Find an apartment, sublet or room.
In any major city or area. Studio, 1,
2 bdrm $800-3000. www.sublet.
com 1-877-367-7368
Four Bedroom Apartment
Four bedrooms totally renovated
in last two months. Right next to
school. Do not wait. Will not last.
617-448-6233

continued from page 20

coming from behind to top Little Three
archrival Williams 3-2 in overtime. The
Jeffs, however, do not anticipate suffering a hangover from the biggest win in
program history.
“I think if anything, we take confidence out of knowing we can bend
and not break and win close games,”
Amherst coach Jim Plumer said. “I
don’t think our team is satisfied. I think
we’re happy that we’re achieving goals
we set for ourselves. The excitement of
getting to play in the Final Four is a big
deal for us. But I think by the time we
get to Middlebury next weekend, what
happened this past weekend will be
behind us.”
The victory over Williams continued
a blistering pace the Jeffs set during the
regular season, when they lost just one
of their final 17 games after opening
the 2006-07 campaign 3-4. Part of that
run included a Jan. 19 draw against
Bowdoin, which saw the Jeffs yield two
goals in the final minute of regulation
and settle for a 3-3 tie.
“Immediately after the game you
feel like it’s a missed opportunity,”
Plumer said. “When you look back on
it, though, you realize, historically, we
had never taken a point from them.
You realize it’s a learning experience. If
you learn from it and you start winning
some close games like we’ve been able
to do down the stretch, then it’s worth
it.”
Both Hamilton and Amherst realize they represent the often-overlooked
teams in the conference and now have

the chance to prove that the NESCAC
runs deeper than its two traditional
powerhouses. But first and foremost,
each team is playing to fulfill its own
goals.

“If you were to look at our
conference now, it’s safe
to say that it’s pretty darn
competitive from top to bottom. For the first time in
a long time, you can’t just
automatically pencil-in
Middlebury and Bowdoin in
the final.”
Brendon Knight
Hamilton head coach
“We don’t want to just show up there
on Saturday, play the game, and go
home,” Knight said. “It’s important to
us to make our mark, put a stamp
on the NESCAC playoffs and it’s very
important for us to have a great performance on Saturday.”
“For us, this weekend is an opportunity to make a statement to the rest of
the world that NESCAC has changed,”
Plumer said. “But it’s more a reward
for everything we’ve done. I don’t think
we’re that cognizant about what we’re
doing for the rest of the people — it’s
more about what we’re doing for us.”

Georgetown surges, Kentucky
fades, Selection Sunday nears
M COLLEGE BASKETBALL
continued from page 18

place in the Big East with the
victory, their 11th-straight. The
winning streak is Georgetown’s
longest in more than 12 years.
Former
SEC
juggernaut
Florida suddenly looks vulnerable, losing its second game in
three contests 66-56 to LSU.
The Tigers were missing their
leading scorer and rebounder,
preseason All-SEC center Glen
Davis, but an inspired defensive
effort — holding the No. 3 Gators
to 24 points below their season
average — catalyzed the victory. Florida ends its season with
games against solid opponents
in Tennessee and Kentucky,
and while the team has already

locked up the SEC title, stumbling against either opponent
would be less than ideal in gearing up for the NCAA tourney.
The Wildcats continued their
slide against No. 21 Vanderbilt
on Sunday, losing 67-65 on a late
heads-up play from SEC Player
of the Year favorite Derrick
Byars. Shooting two free throws
with eight seconds left, Byars
sunk the first, grabbed his own
miss on the second, and nailed
a 10-foot jumper to give the
Commodores (19-9, 9-5) the victory.
The Wildcats have lost four
out of their last five and need
to win at least one game against
Georgia or Florida to ensure a
tournament berth.

Housing

Seven Bedroom Apartment
Seven Bedrooms, short walk to
school. Large backyard. Free washing machine and dryer in basement. Whole two family house
connected by back stariway. 617448-6233
Three Bedroom Apartment
Three bedroom apt. across from
Carmichael Hall. Features hardwood floors, new windows, modern C.T. bath and eat-in kitchen,
washer/dryer plus 3 car parking,
front/rear porches. Available 6/1/07
call 617-230-0215 ask for Nick or
email nickkondilis@yahoo.com
4 Bedroom Apartment
On College Ave, close to school &
Davis. Hdwd floors, large ktchn/
common room, bsmnt, washer &
dryer, dvway & street prkng. Avail.
for summer sublet end of MayAugust w/chance to extend for full
year. $2400/month. Please email
Alexandra.Nussbaum@gmail.com

Housing

4 bedroom apt for rent
College Ave by Student Center
June 2007 - May 2008. Call Bob
508 887 1010
6 bedroom apt for rent
College Ave across from track
June 2007 - May 2008. Call Bob
508-887-1010
3 Bedroom 3/10 mile from
Carmichael Hall
Available June 1, 2007. Beautiful
apartment completely remodeled
features new cabinets, appliances,
lighting, paint, gleaming hardwood
floors, W/D in basement. Parking
permit not required. No pets. 617484-5877. $1600 per month. $1600
per month.
Som. For Rent
3 Bedroom Apartment. One block
from Tufts on Chetwynd Rd.
Modern kitchen and bath. Living
room hardwood floors. New
windows, front/rear porches. W/
some furnished. 1800 month. Call
Simeon 617-354-5170 day or 617776-9007 after 6.

Winchester
Spectacular 4 bedroom, 2 bath
home just 4 miles from the main
campus with 2200 acres of cross
country skiing and hiking trails at
your doorstep. This home has a
fireplace, decks, granite kitchen,
central air, located in a charming
New England town. Grounds maintained by owner. $2900 per month
includes heat. Please call 857-3894444 or fax 954-563-4413
Four Bedroom Apartment
Four Bedrooms, three blocks from
school. Free parking. Washing
machine and Dryer in basment.
617-448-6233

Services
Relationship Problems? Study
Problems? Depressed?
Dr. Richard A. Goodman,
“Newsweek” quoted therapist and
relationship specialist has a few
openings for students. Complete
confidentiality. Tufts insurance
accepted. Call (617) 628-4961

CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $5 per week with Tufts ID or $10 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of
the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of
an overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Hamilton Continentals, Amherst
Jeffs look for first finals births
NESCAC
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Cheaters prospered, but not anymore
NASCAR
continued from page 18

garage. Someone on his team dumped
an illegal horsepower-boosting additive
into his fuel cell before qualifying, which
NASCAR officials discovered during a routine inspection. The two-time Daytona
500 winner was docked 100 points, and
his crew chief, David Hyder, and team
director, Bobby Kennedy, have been suspended indefinitely. Waltrip finished 30th
in Sunday’s Nextel Cup season opener,
scoring 73 points, not enough to get him
out of the red. Heading into Sunday’s Auto
Club 500, he has minus-27 points.
Waltrip says he has no idea how the
additive got in his car. Rudd, a NASCAR
veteran who made his 29th Daytona 500
start Sunday, is skeptical.
“Drivers have no idea what the crew
does to their cars,” Rudd said. “If you are
an owner/driver (like Waltrip) that is a different issue, though.”
Waltrip was so upset over what happened to his new Toyota team that he
almost pulled his car out of the 500.
“I can earn the money back and earn
the points back. I just don’t want to lose
the integrity that people have put in my
organization,” Waltrip said. “We just have
to bear down now. We are going to try and
persevere. We understand that we have it
stacked up against us, but if we can go into
California and run good, we can begin to
heal.”
Waltrip’s team was one of six caught
working outside of the rules during last
week’s event.
The crew chiefs for Matt Kenseth, Kasey
Kahne, Scott Riggs and Elliott Sadler were
suspended, and each driver lost points,
too, before the season started.
Jeff Gordon was luckier when his car was

found to be about an inch too low after he
won his 150-mile qualifying race. Gordon,
however, got to keep all 134 points he
earned after finishing 10th in the 500. But
NASCAR officials forced him to start the
race 42nd instead of from the outside of
the second row.
NASCAR officials determined Gordon’s
team wasn’t trying to cheat. A mechanic
installed a rear shock absorber wrong,
causing Gordon’s Chevrolet to fall out of
NASCAR’s prescribed tolerances.
“It’s a shame that we have to sit here
and talk about all of this cheating. We’ve
giving the perception that we are a bunch
of manipulative guys that are out there trying to screw everybody out of a win. This
is not good for our sport,” said Jeff Burton,
who finished third in Sunday’s race. “And
when someone steps out of bounds,
NASCAR has to whack them.”Gordon,
however, understands why NASCAR didn’t
send Waltrip home.
Burton disagrees, saying he believes
Waltrip should have been penalized “10
times what Kenseth got.” If that were the
case, Waltrip would have been docked 500
points.
“I think Michael got off exceptionally
easy,” Burton said. And for a while, he
thought the same about Gordon. How
could Gordon survive driving in a car that
was too low, without losing any points?
So Burton went and looked at the part
that NASCAR confiscated from Gordon’s
car, and could see that series officials did
the right thing.
“I saw that it was beat up pretty bad,”
Burton said. “It wasn’t machined to work
one way, which I suspected it was. It
seemed to me to be an honest mistake.
Competition brings out the best in people
and it brings out the worst.”

Where is the love for Alex Rodriguez?
CLINCHY

continued from page 19

week, and now you don’t sleep
over.”
Ignoring the fact that
31-year-old
men
having
sleepovers is a weird topic to
bring up in an AP interview, I
think we can see the real point
here: the man is tired of hearing about Derek Jeter.
“Let’s make a contract,” he
continued. “You don’t ask me
about Derek anymore, and I
promise I’ll stop lying to all
you guys.”
Am I the only one hoping
that that contract gets signed,
sealed and delivered as soon
as possible?
I’ve always been one to
believe that 99 percent of
athletes who complain about
their lack of “respect” deserve

to be given Pedro’s “Zimmer
Treatment.” There is an occasional case of an athlete who
actually does deserve a more
favorable public opinion,
however. Alex Rodriguez is
one such case.
It’s about time that the
best all-around player in the
game today (that’s right, I said
it) stepped out of his teammate’s shadow. Every last fan
in Yankee Stadium who has
ever booed A-Rod should be
ashamed of himself, as should
every last commentator who
has ever complained about his
“clutch hitting,” or his lack of
a “will to win.”
It’s all garbage. For some
reason, the entire Bronx is
in denial of the fact that its
best player is the one with 464
career home runs and 10 All-

Star selections at age 31. It’s
not rocket science — it’s common sense.
I’ve spent the past few weeks
using this column to grapple
with the idea of stardom. What
makes an MVP? An All-Star? A
captain? It’s more than just
talent. There’s something else
there, and quite frankly, there
shouldn’t be. A-Rod deserves
to be the undisputed king of
Yankee Stadium.
But even if he isn’t, the man
will continue to perform, and
that’s what makes him great.
Even if he never claims to be
the best, he will be.
Or, as Confucius put it in
the fifth century B.C., “the
superior man is modest in
his speech, but exceeds in his
actions.”
Wise words.
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Is NASCAR cheating worse than
ever, or is detection just better?

DAILY DIGITS

15

14-0

Number of unanswered points the Amherst men’s basketball team scored to
start the NESCAC Championship game
against Williams. The Ephs overcame
the deficit, ultimately edging the Jeffs
70-69 to secure an automatic bid to
the Div. III national tournament.

The ACC record of the Duke women’s
basketball team--the first perfect season
in conference history. The Blue Devils
downed their Tobacco Road rival North
Carolina Tar Heels 67-62 on Sunday in
Durham to cap off their unbeaten year,
finishing 29-0 overall.

BY DAMIAN DOTTORE

9

45

Points scored by the Bates Bobcats in
the first half of the NESCAC semifinal
game against Tufts on Saturday. The
Jumbos went on to defeat Bates 52-39
before falling to Bowdoin 64-48 in the
conference title game on Sunday.

Number of years since the Ohio State
basketball team’s last AP No. 1 ranking.
With a 49-48 victory over the Wisconsin
Badgers Sunday night, the Buckeyes secured the top spot in the AP poll for the
first time since the 1962 season.

9

41

Number of members of the men’s
swimming and diving teams named
to the All-NESCAC team. They were
seniors Greg Bettencourt, Justin Fanning and Mike Kinsella; sophomores
Ben Mitchell, Matt Murphy and Andrew Shields; and freshmen Lawrence
Chan, Gene Kurtysh and Rob Matera.

Age of ex-NBA player Scottie Pippen,
who recently announced his desire to
return to professional basketball. As a
forward with the Chicago Bulls, Pippen
won six NBA titles alongside Michael
Jordan. He retired from the league Oct.
5, 2004.

McClatchy Tribune

Rules violations overshadowed racing in
the days leading up to Sunday’s Daytona
500, and the shockwaves from the worst
cheating scandal in NASCAR history have
traveled across the country to California
Speedway, site of this weekend’s Auto Club
500.
Entering Sunday’s race, Michael Waltrip
still is trying to reverse the effects of the
penalty levied during Speedweeks at
Daytona International Speedway. But
even when series officials try to make a
statement — that cheating will not be tolerated — not everyone seems to listen.
Chad Knaus, Jimmie Johnson’s crew
chief, was kicked out of the 2006 Daytona
500 and suspended for four races for making illegal modifications to the rear window of Johnson’s Chevrolet.
When it came time to head to back to
Daytona for preseason testing this year,
Knaus appeared to be at it again. Johnson
said Knaus headed into the Hendrick
Motorsports hauler and came out with
some top-secret parts. Johnson immediately became suspicious. Knaus told
him not to worry. He was just conducting
research, trying to satisfy his curiosity and
document what works and what doesn’t.

These “parts,” Knaus assured his driver,
would never find their way onto his real
racecar.
“I pointed to the truck and told him
to put that stuff back in there,” Johnson
said.
So is cheating worse now than it was
in the past — before Fortune 500 CEOs
were demanding almost instant results for
their multimillion-dollar investments? Or
is NASCAR simply putting its foot down?
“I think what you are seeing now is the
technical force that NASCAR has in place.
They have got a couple hundred inspectors. Years ago, they had 10 or 20. There
is not much they miss now,” driver Ricky
Rudd said. “I just think NASCAR has gotten a lot smarter, and they have trained
their people to look at certain things. It is
a whole lot more knowledgeable and educated staff than we had back in the day.”
But when guys are caught crossing the
line, Rudd said NASCAR should throw the
book at them, especially when they “start
messing around with black-and-white
areas like fuel.”
“I’ve always thought that if you tamper
with certain stuff, you go home for eight
weeks,” Rudd said.
Waltrip violated the sacred code in the
see NASCAR, page 17

INSIDE MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Buckeyes edge Badgers, Terps down Heels in weekend play
BC takes care of business against Clemson and halts its skid
BY

MATT MERTENS

Senior Staff Writer

For Div. I basketball teams,
the next two weeks serve as a
big audition, culminating in the
most anticipated day of the season: Selection Sunday.
Now that the dust has settled
from this weekend’s play, it’s
time to take a look at the teams
that most helped — and harmed
— their causes heading into the
Big Dance.
In a Big Ten match-up, featuring the nation’s top-ranked
teams, No. 1 Ohio State took
down No. 2 Wisconsin and
locked up an undisputed oneseed with a gritty 49-48 victory.
Freshman point guard Mike
Conley, Jr. provided the lategame heroics for the Buckeyes,
slashing into the lane and coaxing in a 12-foot floater with less
than four seconds remaining.
Wisconsin’s final attempt was
rejected at the buzzer to preserve
the win. The loss for the Badgers

hopes. Meanwhile, no team in
the nation has fallen off more
precipitously than the Tigers.
After opening the season 17-0,
Clemson has lost nine of its last
11, including four-straight.
In a match-up of Catholic
rivals in the Big East, No. 23 Notre
Dame upset No. 16 Marquette
85-73 behind career highs of 22
points and 13 rebounds from
Luke Harangody. The Irish finished their season undefeated
at home, and they can clinch a
first-round bye in the Big East
tourney with a victory over
Rutgers this week. Slumping
Marquette has lost four out of its
last five, and the road doesn’t get
any easier with a season-ending
game against No. 12 Pittsburgh.
Despite grabbing 22 offensive
rebounds, Pitt could not overcome No. 10 Georgetown’s stifling defense, falling 61-53 in a
sloppy game. The Hoyas took
over the sole possession of first

was their second-straight, while
Ohio State has won 13-consecutive games and remains undefeated at home this season.
In ACC play, unranked
Maryland knocked off No. 5
North Carolina 89-87 in College
Park, Md. Senior guard D.J.
Strawberry, the Terrapins’ leading scorer, dropped a career-high
27 points on the Tar Heels, and
Maryland triumphed despite
trailing by 12 points with seven
minutes left. Three weeks ago,
Maryland was dead in the water
at 3-6 in the ACC, but a fivegame winning streak has all but
assured the school its first tournament berth in three years.
Boston College took care of
business in a must-win game
against Clemson, winning 5954 to snap a three-game losing streak. Despite consecutive
losses to No. 17 Duke, UNC and
Virginia Tech, the Golden Eagles
are perched just half a game out
of first place in the ACC and
have solidified their tournament

see M COLLEGE BASKETBALL, page 17

STATISTICS | STANDINGS

MCT

Ohio State phenomenon Greg Oden throws down with authority against
Penn State on Feb. 14. The center’s defensive presence helped spark the
Buckeyes’ 49-48 win over Wisconsin on Sunday.

SCHEDULE |
Wed

Men's Basketball

Women's Basketball

Hockey

(14-10, 5-4 NESCAC)

(18-8, 8-1 NESCAC)

(6-18-0, 3-16-0 NESCAC)

NESCAC

W
Amherst
8
Trinity
7
Williams
6
Colby
5
Middlebury 5
Tufts
5
Bates
3
Bowdoin
3
Wesleyan
2
Conn.Coll. 1

L
1
2
3
4
4
4
6
6
7
8

OVERALL

W
25
21
16
15
15
14
18
15
7
11

L
2
4
11
11
10
10
7
10
16
13

Individual Statistics
Jon Pierce
Jake Weitzen
Ryan O'Keefe
Brian Kumf
Dave Shepherd
Brian Fitzgerald
Jeremy Black
Dave Beyel
Aaron Gallant
Jason Grauer
Pat Sullivan
Dan Cook
Reed Morgan
Brian Lowry
Team

PPG
16.5
14.6
13.5
10.1
7.9
5.8
5.2
3.3
2.6
2.2
1.8
1.5
1.3
0.8
82.8

RPG
5.3
7.2
3.1
4.8
3.8
5.4
1.8
1.9
0.9
0.7
1.9
0.4
0.7
0.9
42.2

APG
0.6
3.0
1.6
1.0
5.6
0.4
3.7
0.4
0.5
0.4
0.4
0.1
0.1
0.2
17.1

Bowdoin
Tufts
Bates
Williams
Wesleyan
Amherst
Middlebury
Trinity
Colby
Conn.Coll.

NESCAC

OVERALL

W
9
8
6
6
5
3
3
3
1
1

W
26
18
15
20
15
12
12
12
6
10

L
0
1
3
3
4
6
6
6
8
8

L
1
8
10
6
9
13
13
12
17
14

Individual Statistics
PPG RPG APG
Valerie Krah
13.9 2.0 2.3
Khalilah Ummah 10.4 6.6 0.5
Jenna Gomez 9.4 5.7 1.2
Laura Jasinski 7.0 6.5 1.0
T. Miller-Stevens 6.2 4.5 4.5
Kim Moynihan 5.4 3.7 1.1
Libby Park
4.3 4.8 0.5
Stacy Filocco
1.9 0.7 0.4
Julia Bailey
1.6 1.1 0.0
Casey Sullivan 1.6 0.8 0.4
Elisa Synborski 1.5 1.2 0.1
Katie Wholey
0.5 0.3 0.2
Katie Puishys
1.1 0.9 0.1
Vanessa Miller 0.8 2.0 0.2
Team
61.3 41.7 11.6

NESCAC

Bowdoin
Midd.
Colby
Wesleyan
Amherst
Conn.Coll
Williams
Trinity
Hamilton
Tufts

W
11
11
11
9
10
9
8
6
6
3

L
6
6
7
6
8
9
9
10
12
16

T
2
2
1
4
1
1
2
3
1
0

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

Men's
Basketball

OVERALL

W
15
15
14
11
14
10
8
8
7
6

L
6
7
8
8
9
12
13
12
16
18

T
3
3
2
5
1
2
2
4
1
0

Individual Statistics
G
A
Ross Gimbel
12 13
Joe Milo
10 10
Greg McCarthy 9 11
Kurt Hertzog
6 12
Greg O'Connell 4 14
Doug Wilson
6 10
Brian Bailey
3
6
Joe Cappellano 1
8
Evan Crosby
4
4
Team
71 122
Goalkeeping
James Kalec
Issa Azat

February 28-March 4

Pts
25
20
20
18
18
16
9
9
8
193

GA S S%
73 520 .877
42 287 .872

Women's
Basketball

Hockey

Men’s
Swimming

Women’s
Swimming
Men’s
Squash

CSA Singles
at Penn

CSA Singles
at Penn

CSA Singles
at Penn

Women’s
Squash

CSA Singles
at Penn

CSA Singles
at Penn

CSA Singles
at Penn

Men's Track
and Field

ECAC
IC4A
Championships Championships
at Wesleyan
at BU

Women's
Track and
Field

ECAC
ECAC
Championships Championships
at Wesleyan
at Wesleyan
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EVANS CLINCHY | DIRTY WATER

Duke keeps stealing show as sole undefeated team
Conference tournaments, possible upsets await teams before March Madness begins
BY

LAUREN EBSTEIN

Daily Editorial Board

The Blue Devil women made history
on Sunday, defeating North Carolina
67-62 to become the first undefeated
women’s team in ACC history — not a
small feat considering the ACC houses
three ranked teams.
In addition to entering the record
books with a 29-0 regular season record,
No.1 Duke swept No. 4 North Carolina
this season for the first time since 2004.
The Blue Devils had lost five-straight
games to the Tar Heels coming into this
season.
Playing their last regular season game
in Cameron Indoor Stadium, the Blue
Devils were led by the senior duo of
Alison Bales and Lindsey Harding. Bales
turned in a 16-point and 12-rebound
performance while Harding added 15
points for Duke.
Sunday’s game was the closest shave
of the season for a Duke team that had
won 13-straight home games by double figures. North Carolina led the Blue
Devils 56-55 with 7:45 left on the clock;
however, eight-straight missed shots
kept the Tar Heels from running away
with the game. A Harding bucket and
clutch free throw shooting in the final
minutes helped the Blue Devils emerge
with the win.
Senior Ivory Latta led the way for
North Carolina, contributing 19 points
to the losing effort. Although Latta led
the Heels in points on the day, she shot
a mere 6-for-17 from the field. Junior
Erlana Larkins chipped in 18 points
and a career-high 19 boards, and senior
Camille Little scored 12 of her own.
The Tar Heels dropped to 27-3 (13-3
ACC) with two of those losses attributed
to the Blue Devils, while the other defeat
came at the hands of unranked NC State.
The Blue Devils finished out their season
undefeated at 29-0 (14-0 ACC). Duke’s
unblemished record is impressive, but
heading into the ACC and NCAA tournaments, every team starts with a clean
slate and will be gunning for the Blue
Devils.
There were plenty of upsets across
the country this week. In Big East play,
unranked West Virginia knocked off No.
21 Louisville in overtime on Monday
night. Junior LaQuita Owens had a monstrous career-high 30 points — including seven in overtime — to spark the
Mountaineers’ win. Fellow junior
Olayinka Sanni added 21 points of her
own in the last regular season game for
both teams.
It was a successful day for the
Cardinals from the floor. Sophomore
Angel McCoughtry contributed 33 points
of her own and senior Jazz Covington
helped the Cardinals by draining 17.
Louisville controlled a 41-32 lead when
the Mountaineers caught fire and went
on a 19-8 run, taking a 51-49 lead with
7:15 left in regulation.
As the game wound down and with the
Mountaineers ahead 67-64, Louisville

A Bronx bombshell

A

MCT

Vanderbilt’s Carla Thomas shoots over Michigan State’s Liz Shimek during last season’s
Sweet 16 game. Thomas led the Commodores to an upset over No. 7 LSU last week.
freshman Brandie Radde forced overtime by sinking her only basket of the
game, a three with 0.7 seconds left. In
the extra frame, Owens’ seven overtime
points led West Virginia to the victory.
In other upsets, No. 12 Vanderbilt
toppled No. 7 LSU in SEC play late last
week. Senior Carla Thomas finished her
regular-season career with a bang as she
posted 23 points for the Commodores.
Vanderbilt earned its first win over a Top
10 team since 2003 and temporarily tied
Georgia for second place in the SEC.
During the upset win, the Commodores
boasted a 54.2 shooting percentage and
put up 68 points against one of the
toughest defenses in the nation. Before
the loss, LSU had held opponents to an

average of just 49.1 points per game this
season.
Following the upset trend was No.
18 Texas A&M, which came out on top
of No. 14 Baylor Sunday night in Waco,
Texas. Sophomore Takia Starks and
classmate Danielle Gant combined to
score 32 of their team’s 35 second-half
points to earn the win against conference rival Baylor. The Aggies can clinch
their first-ever Big 12 title with a victory
over Texas tonight or with an Oklahoma
loss to Baylor.
This weekend and the next will be
full of conference tournaments as teams
across the nation put their regular seasons behind them and set their sights on
a conference championship.

Tufts earns No. 19 national ranking after CSA Nationals
Wrapping up its season with a win in
its last match of the CSA tournament on
Sunday, the men’s squash team finished
MEN’S SQUASH (12-13)
CSA Team Nationals
at New Haven, Conn., Friday
Northeastern
Tufts

0
9

at New Haven, Conn., Saturday
Tufts
4
St. Lawrence
5
at New Haven, Conn., Sunday
Hamilton
2
Tufts
7
off its rollercoaster year on a high note.
With the win, Tufts grabbed the No. 19
national ranking from Hamilton.
After cruising past Northeastern 9-0
in the opening match of the tournament
on Friday, and losing an extremely close
match to St. Lawrence 5-4 on Saturday,

the Jumbos took on the Continentals for
the 19th spot in the rankings on Sunday,
winning 7-2.
The match-up between the Jumbos
and the Continentals was the third this
season — the Jumbos had taken the
previous two, 5-4 and 7-2, and Sunday
was no exception to the trend. Although
the Continentals pulled off several inmatch games, no Jumbo allowed his
Continental counterpart to win more
than one game in a match.
Saturday was not quite as rewarding for the Jumbos, as they faced-off
against No. 21 St. Lawrence for the
first time this season. The team was
unable to handle its counterparts, and
despite taking every game to at least six
points, junior Jake Gross was unable to
record a win, losing 9-6, 10-8, 9-7 to St.
Lawrence junior Dan McElvaine.
“They came out really strong,” junior
Kris Leetavorn, who lost his match from
the No. 4 spot, said. “It seemed like they
wanted it too much.”
Though the Jumbos did not record
a win in any of the top four positions,

they did receive victories from players in
the fifth through eighth positions. Senior
co-captain Dan Karlin, playing in the No.
6 spot, recorded a convincing victory
over sophomore Alex Winkley. Karlin lost
only nine points in his strong 9-3, 9-1,
9-5 victory. Karlin’s win, along with wins
from the No. 5, 7 and 8 spots, was not
enough for a Jumbo victory, however.
“We thought we were going to beat
them,” Leetavorn said. “We didn’t play
poorly — we just didn’t play as well as
we should have.”
The squad started its competition
in the National Tournament on Friday
against the Northeastern Huskies. With
the Huskies standing at No. 24 in the
College Squash Association rankings,
the Jumbos, ranked No. 19, showed
their superiority. In their first 9-0 sweep
of the season, the Jumbos defeated the
Huskies quickly and easily. All but two of
the recorded wins were in three game
sweeps, another first for the Jumbos on
the season.
—by Eddie Mishan

decade ago, baseball’s three
hottest rising stars were a trio
of American League shortstops.

They all defied the traditional image
of a middle infielder: rather than being
scrawny, 5-foot-6-inch .240 hitters, they
were huge, imposing guys who hit the
long ball. In the late nineties, these three
men became three of the biggest names
in the game — they were young, marketable and, most importantly, talented.
You may remember these three men.
Their names were Alex Rodriguez,
Nomar Garciaparra and Derek Jeter.
A lot has changed for the Big Three
over the past decade. Only one still
plays for his original AL team ( Jeter),
only one is still a shortstop ( Jeter), and
only one still lacks a batting title ( Jeter).
But for some reason, I still can’t stop
thinking about the way things were
back in the day.
One of my fondest childhood memories is of the summer of 1999, the year
in which Fenway Park hosted the AllStar Game. Most people remember that
All-Star break for the dazzling Home
Run Derby, as Mark McGwire and Ken
Griffey Jr. launched pitch after pitch
over the Green Monster, or they think
of the game’s first two innings, as Pedro
Martinez dominated the NL lineup en
route to becoming the game’s MVP.
But not me. I think of the first time I
saw Alex Rodriguez as a guest commentator for ESPN. As he watched a certain
Red Sox infielder step to the plate to
open the Derby, he happily offered Joe
Morgan his opinion on his position in
the Big Three.
“We all know our place,” he admitted.
“I’m the youngest, Derek is the richest,
and Nomar is the best.”
I will never forget those words.
Throughout my teenage years, I was
always jealous of Alex Rodriguez. I
worshipped Nomar and the ground he
walked on, but I could never get over
the fact that my hero was the secondbest shortstop in the American League.
As great as Nomar was, Alex was king.
But as I look back, I don’t think Alex
has ever seen it that way. To Alex, it’s
never really been about him. He’s always
been too modest — he’d rather divert
the attention onto someone else.
Eight years later, I now realize that
that same modesty has come back
to bite him in the ass. Because Alex
Rodriguez is willing to downplay his
own stardom, he’s letting that stardom
slip away.
Now a 31-year-old Yankee third baseman, A-Rod is still the youngest of the
three men (obviously), but he’s now the
richest as well, and he’s also the best.
He will eventually go down in history
as one of the top five players ever to
set foot on a baseball field. Who knows
— he may even be number one.
But no matter what happens, New
York will always be Derek’s Town. A-Rod
can hit 800 home runs, win 10 MVPs,
and unanimously cruise into the Hall
of Fame, and it won’t matter. He won’t
be the team’s captain, he won’t be the
one hosting “Saturday Night Live,” and
he won’t be the town’s media darling
— that title will always belong to the
man playing 40 feet to his left.
Last week, I started to think about how
all this must feel for Alex. When he showed
up to camp in Tampa, Fla. last week, the
truth came out, in a story broken by the
Associated Press on Feb. 19. We got to
know how the two-time MVP really felt
about the ... well, zero-time MVP.
“The reality is, there’s been a change
in the relationship over 14 years, and
hopefully, we can just put it behind
us,” A-Rod said. “You go from sleeping
over at somebody’s house five days a
see CLINCHY, page 17
Evans Clinchy is a sophomore who has not
yet declared a major.
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MEN’S NCAA TOURNAMENT PREVIEW

Div. III March Madness starts tomorrow, Amherst set to compete
BY

BEN SIMON

Daily Editorial Board

While Div. I’s Selection Sunday
is 11 days away, the madness
begins a little sooner for Div. III
programs.
The 2007 NCAA Div. III Men’s
Basketball tournament tips off
tomorrow, with the nation’s top
59 teams vying for this year’s
national championship trophy.
The tournament is compiled
of teams selected from three different pools. The 37 teams that
make up Pool A are the automatic qualifiers, consisting of
teams that won their respective
conference tournaments. Pool
B bids are awarded to the top
four teams not in conferences
with automatic bids, while Pool
C bids are at-large bids reserved
for 18 teams who, despite not
winning their conference tournament, had successful enough
seasons to punch their tickets to
the NCAA dance.
The first and second round
games will take place at 16 different sites, four from each of the

four regions. Since there are only
59 teams competing in the NCAA
Div. III tournament field, five
teams receive first-round byes.
Despite losing to Williams in
the NESCAC championship game
on Sunday, Amherst was awarded
an at-large bid and a first-round
bye in the Northeast Regional.
After winning their first 23 games
of the season, the Lord Jeffs have
shown signs of vulnerability in
the past three weekends, falling in
the last game of the regular season to Trinity, 62-59, and losing to
Williams 70-69 two weeks later.
“I didn’t get any sleep after the
Williams game,” Amherst coach
Dave Hixon said. “But when you
see your team’s name in an NCAA
tournament bracket, you start to
realize that you have an opportunity to do something special. This
is the most exciting time of the
year. Our guys are down about
the loss [to Williams], but they
will bounce back.”
Amherst will meet the winner
of tomorrow’s Widener-Kings
College first-round game. A game
with Kings College could be an

interesting match-up for the Lord
Jeffs, who will be hosting a second-round game for the sixthstraight season. The Monarchs
won the Freedom Conference last
weekend by holding off Desales
University 67-64.
“[Kings] has a lot of good athletes on their team,” Hixon said.
“Offensively they only have one
interior player, but he is very
tough to guard. They also shoot
the three-ball very well.”
At the other end of the
Northeast bracket, four teams
that all missed last year’s tournament cut will be battling it out
in Providence, R.I. in a regional
hosted by Rhode Island College.
The Anchormen earned the
right to host after posting a 24-3
record this season and winning
the Little East Conference. Coach
Bob Walsh’s squad has posed
problems for teams across New
England all winter, and the program looks forward to hosting an
NCAA tournament weekend for
the first time in school history.
“We are going to enjoy it,”
Walsh said. “We have prepared

for big games like this all year.
We played Amherst here when
they were undefeated and [No. 1]
in the country, and our gym was
packed. Our guys can’t wait.”
RIC’s first big game will come
against a familiar opponent, when
the Anchormen square-off against
Coast Guard Academy, who won
the New England Women’s and
Men’s Athletic Conference this
past weekend despite entering
the NEWMAC tournament as the
No. 7 seed.
“We have played them three
times in the last two years, so
both teams know plenty about
each other,” Walsh said. “I’m not
surprised they won their league,
I’m surprised they didn’t play as
well during the regular season.
They are playing great basketball
right now.”
In a Dec. 12 contest, RIC overcame a 19-point second-half deficit to defeat Coast Guard 76-71 in
New London, Conn.
The winner of the dual between
the Anchormen and the Bears will
face either NESCAC contender
Trinity or the Brandeis Judges.

INSIDE THE NESCAC

Hamilton, Amherst look to dethrone usual powers

Traditional conference powers Bowdoin and Middlebury face their toughest semifinals yet
BY SAPNA

BANSIL

Daily Editorial Board

Whenever the calendar has turned to
March, two NESCAC women’s hockey
teams — Bowdoin and Middlebury —
have historically distanced themselves
from the rest of the pack, meeting in the
conference finals each of the last four
years.
This year, however, the NESCAC
heavyweights are hardly guaranteed
another one-two finish in the conference tournament. When the semifinal of
the 2007 NESCAC Tournament kicks off
Saturday, the Polar Bears and Panthers
may encounter their most formidable
challenge yet.
“If you were to look at our conference now, it’s safe to say that it’s pretty darn competitive from top to bottom,” Hamilton coach Brendon Knight
said. “For the first time in a long time,
you can’t just automatically pencil in
Middlebury and Bowdoin in the final.”
Knight’s fourth-seeded Continentals
will open the semifinal with a 1 p.m.
showdown against the Panthers, who
earned a first-round bye and the right to
host the remainder of the tournament
as the No. 1 seed. Hamilton will return
to the second weekend of the NESCAC
Tournament for the third time in four
years, a week after ousting fifth-seeded
Colby in a 4-3 overtime thriller.
On the surface, the clash between
Middlebury and Hamilton appears to be
a mismatch. While Knight is in his first
season coaching women’s hockey, his
counterpart on the Panthers’ bench, Bill
Mandigo, has 18 full years of head coaching experience at Middlebury under his
belt. And, whereas the Continentals have
never advanced beyond the NESCAC
semifinals, the Panthers have won
five national titles to accompany their
four conference championships. Still,
Hamilton insists it will not be intimidated by Middlebury’s substantial edge
in experience.
“I’d be lying to you if I said it’s not on
the back of our minds,” Knight said. “But
at the end of the day, we can only control
ourselves. If we play to our potential,
I’m pretty confident that we’re going to
have an opportunity to win that game,
and that’s all you can ask for in playoff
hockey.”
The Continentals will benefit from
having taken on a brutal regular-season schedule, which saw them lose five

COURTESY JOHN HUBBARD

Leading the NESCAC in rookie scoring, Hamilton forward Lauren Tomford notched the
game-winning goal in overtime on Saturday to help Hamilton advance to the semifinals of
the conference tournament.
games to teams ranked in the United
States College Hockey Online (USCHO)
Div. III top-10 and two others to Div. I
Sacred Heart. Four of those contests,
however, including a Nov. 25 loss to
the second-ranked Panthers, wound
up being decided by just a single goal,
which proved to Hamilton that it could
compete with the best in the nation.
“If you were to look back at our history, we haven’t really been extremely
competitive against the top teams in the
country,” Knight said. “You can never be
satisfied with losing, but they gave us a
sense of confidence that we are able to
compete at that level, and that’s very,
very important.”
Saturday’s 4 p.m. semifinal will pit
second-seeded Bowdoin, winners of two

NESCAC championships and finalists
in all five that have ever been played,
against No. 3 Amherst, which is making
its first-ever appearance in the second
round of the conference tournament.
While experience appears to give the
Polar Bears the overwhelming advantage, the Lord Jeffs are coming off their
program’s best-ever season, setting a
team record with 17 wins and posting
their highest-ever finish in the NESCAC
standings.
Last Saturday may have marked
Amherst’s loudest statement that it is
primed to join the conference’s elite
after it earned the program’s first-ever
victory in the NESCAC Tournament,

Both teams were recipients of
Pool C at-large bids and are considered by many coaches to be
two of the most dangerous teams
in the region.
“I haven’t seen them play live,
but I watched them on film, and
both are excellent basketball
teams,” Walsh said. “You don’t
play any bad teams in the NCAA
tournament, so you have to be
prepared to play your best every
game.”
“I couldn’t believe [Trinity and
Brandeis] got paired against each
other in the first round,” Hixon
said. “That’s a game you would
expect to watch in the Sweet 16.”
Elsewhere around the nation,
national powers WisconsinStevens Point, Virginia Wesleyan,
and St. John Fisher are all favorites to come out of their brackets
and make the Final Four, which
takes place in Salem, Va. each
year. Fresh off its shocking upset
over Amherst in the NESCAC
championship, Williams College
will travel to upstate New York
to meet a quick SUNY-Brockport
team in the first round.

Men’s hockey teams
gunning for Middlebury
Following a weekend that saw one
upset, a bid for another foiled, and a
national power continue its winning ways,
the NESCAC men’s hockey tournament
heads into the semifinal round Saturday
with three squads vying to knock off threetime defending champion Middlebury and
claim their first-ever conference title.
Winners of the last three national championships, the second-seeded Panthers had
one of the easiest first-round matches of
any of last weekend’s four winners, easily
dispatching No. 7 Williams 5-1 behind a
three-goal barrage in the opening 7:39 of
the first period. With the victory, Middlebury
improved to 18-1 all-time in the NESCAC
Tournament, the lone setback coming in
the 2003 title game against Trinity.
On an 8-2-2 tear in their last 12 games,
the Panthers will face third-seeded Colby,
which breezed by Conn. College in the
Camels’ first-ever appearance in the
NESCAC Tournament. When Colby and
Middlebury faced off on Jan. 12, the Mules
came from two goals down in the third period to hand the Panthers their fourth loss of
the season. A vastly improved Middlebury
squad awaits Colby this time around, however, as Middlebury has dropped just three
games since the schools last met.
The other semifinal will feature a matchup of teams that struggled to advance
beyond the first-round. Having entered
the tournament with five losses in its final
six regular season games, fifth-seeded
Amherst got back on track Saturday, scoring the quarterfinals’ lone upset by edging No. 4 Wesleyan on the road 2-0.
Sophomore goaltender and NESCAC Player
of the Week A.J. Scola led his Lord Jeff
team, stopping 33 shots in just his fourth
start of the season, and dealt the Cardinals
their only shutout of the year.
Amherst now heads to Bowdoin to take
on the top-seeded Polar Bears, who scored
six unanswered goals in the second and
third periods to surmount a two-goal deficit
and survive a first-round scare from No. 8
Trinity. With the victory, Bowdoin improved
to 12-0 at home this year, but just 4-3 alltime at Dayton Arena during the NESCAC
Tournament.
If Middlebury and Bowdoin advance to
Sunday’s championship game, it will mark
the third year in a row the two teams meet
for the NESCAC title, with the Panthers narrowly winning the previous two. An upset
by Colby or Amherst would mark both
teams’ first-ever trips to the conference
championship game.
—by Sapna Bansil

see NESCAC, page 17

