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TO: The Hembarn of the 

FROM: Samuel D .  Chilcote 

Thir mamorrndum w i l l  bring you up t o  date on our labor and 
agriculture aIli.8 ' outreach a f  f orta undervay a t  this crucial 
stage of the health care debate. cc  ( : / ~ l ~ c i  
Fourtern Black, funale member8 of the Bakrry, Confactionery & 6 %/sa 
Tobacco Workara Intarnational Union (BCIT) aamrr.to Capital H i l l  
th ia  uaak t o  remind k8y Wembur o t  Congram8 that a tobacco excise 
inarmare w i l l  hava a severe, negative impact on workers. Because 
of the demographic makeup of the induetry, women and minorities 
vill be s igni f i cant ly  affmcted by industry layof f s ,  BCLT plant  
workers focuaad on members of the Woman'r and Black caucuses most 
receptive t o  laborle anti-tobacao t a x  mesergrs. 

The congrersional rraction, chronicled by the women tobacco 
workere, var gmerally one o f  gratitude for constitumt, 
grassroots support on thir difticult iroue and nsvfound awareness 
of the divmrse makrup of the induetry work force. Indicative of 
the impact of this effort was tha reaction of Senator Wendell 
Ford of Kentucky. 

Senator Ford was ao movrd by the vieits that  he requested each of 
the 1 4  voman to vrite a personal, handwritten l e t t e r  to each of 
tha r i x  women renatorr describing the inportanan of the industry 
jobs to them, thrir familira and thrir communities. This was 
rccomplishad and thr lrttera ware delivered t o  the appropriate 
offices, Senator Ford war to diecurs the irrue pereonally w i t h  
each of the menatora. 

In addition, Representative Eva Clayton (0-NC) cponsored a 
luncheon tor the vorkerr June 2 9 .  Rep. Clayton ancouraged 
attandanca a t  tha lunaheon by reno o f  her Houme colleagues, 

naanwhilm, our rllieo with in  thr agricultural cornunity remain 
activa on the tax  ismum in the Saneto and in the Houee as 
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appropriate. During l a r t  veekle Bright  Balt  Warehouse 
Amoociation m a t i n g ,  f o r  example, my r t a f f  briefed 250 koy 
laadarr  on the tax  r i t u a t i o n ,  noting tho importance of immediate 
c a l l s  and l a t t a r r  t o  Southaastarn Senators. Many tobacco 
agricultural laadere  have arked their Senator8 t o  contact the 
bmmocrrtic and Rapublican Sanatr l a a d u r h i p  on this t a x  matter .  

In addition, the Tobscco Grovrrr Infazimtion Camittea (TCIC; 
r l u t a d  i t 8  20-plum nTobrcco &barradorrn throughout the 
Soutbaalt. Thara importmt tobacco laadora u e  8160 making 
contactr, am u e  l a a d u r  of the National Tobacco Council. 
Indeed, the mtira tobacco agriculturrl network has bran a l e r t ed  
and r e e d  t o  r rr i r t  a8 appropriate. In addition, TGIC ham 
written t o  thank nor8 than 30 ke eouthun Damocratia House 
a m b u r  for thrir leaderrhip aga I nrt incraarrd exaisee, 

Fina l l y ,  t ha  Padua t ion  of Southern Coopmrativae (FSC) 
d i r t r i b u t e d  p r r r r  ralerram I n  key tobacco r t a t a r  urging lawmakers 
to find "a fairor maanr for  meeting th8  h ra l th  aare needs of the 
nation." Tha FSC atrearad that an axcioe tax increase w i l l  not  
hur t  facelass i n d u ~ t r y , ~  but vould dectroy many family farms. 
F8C mrmb.rrhip I s  comprired of Black family iarmatr .  

I vill keep you apprired o f  ralatad mattere of intereet. 

SDC : cah 

cc: Tha H a h e r o  of the Management Committee 
TI Senior Staff 

TICT 0005322 


