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Viggo Mortensen’s 
lends an affecting 
spark to the post-
apocalyptic  darkness 
of “The Road.”

see ARTS, page 5see FEATURES, page 3

Black Friday: There’s 
treasures, treachery 
and sometimes even 
tragedies. Read about 
students’ experiences.
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 As Dining Services continues to 
grapple with a strained economic 
climate, administrators are notic-
ing few improvements to some of 
the problems that plagued them a 
year ago.
 Student business at on-cam-
pus eateries remains in decline, 
with fewer students spending 
JumboCash and more electing to 
use Tufts’ dining facilities, a pat-
tern that closely mirrors what 
administrators reported to the 
Daily last January.
 According to Director of Dining 
and Business Services Patti Klos, 
students are increasing heading 
to the dining centers to satisfy 
their hunger, a nationwide trend 
that is “very much driven by the 
economy.”
 Out of students enrolled in 
meal plans this year, a greater 
percentage selected the premium 
meal plan, which offers unlimited 
access to Carmichael and Dewick-
MacPhie Dining Centers.
 “We’ve served significantly 
more meals to those who have 
meal plans than we would have 
before,” Klos said.
 Although the overall enroll-
ment in meal plans has decreased 

slightly from last year, it is unclear 
whether this is an effect of the 
current economic climate or the 
graduation of the class of 2009, 
which was larger than average 
and had a more-than-typical 
number of seniors on meal plans, 
according to Klos.
 The increased enrollment in the 
premium meal plan has directly 
affected the use of JumboCash. 
Right now, according to Klos, the 
amount of money available in 
Jumbo Cash accounts is about 
20 percent less than that of last 
November.
 “The number of people who 
have chosen JumboCash as their 
meal plan is less than this time last 
year and the amount of money 
they’ve put into their account is 
down from last year,” Klos said.
 The 20 percent decrease, how-
ever, may not hold for the whole 
year, thanks to new patterns in 
the amount of money deposit-
ed in JumboCash accounts. This 
year, students are putting smaller 
amounts of money into accounts 
more frequently, Klos said, and 
more deposits are made with cash. 
This reflects a change in consumer 
behavior from last year, when stu-
dents deposited larger amounts of 

 After students and faculty attend-
ed classes on Veterans Day earlier 
this month, the Tufts Community 
Union (TCU) Senate on Nov. 22 

u n a n i m o u s l y 
passed a resolution 
calling for the uni-
versity not to hold 
classes on future 
Veterans Days and 
to better integrate 
veterans into its 

celebration of the holiday.
 The administration has already 
scheduled classes on Veterans Day 
next year.
  TCU Senators Chas Morrison, 
Bruce Ratain and Sam Wallis, all 
juniors, submitted the resolu-
tion entitled “A Resolution To 
Better Integrate Veterans Day Into 
Undergraduate Life” on Nov. 15. 
They sought to promote great-
er respect and recognition of the 
nation’s armed forces on Veterans 
Day.
 “It seems very clear that as a 
nation and as a university, honoring 
those who serve our country should 
stand as a crucial and really inalien-
able value, and an aspect of showing 
that respect and gratitude includes 
not holding classes,” Ratain said.
 Morrison agreed on the impor-

tance of honoring veterans, refer-
encing the participation of many 
Tufts alumni and students in the 
armed forces.
 “I think a number of us were con-
cerned that, given that a number of 
Tufts students are already veterans 
or served in the armed forces, the 
university had obligations to not just 
them but to all of the other veterans 
who put their lives on the line to 
protect the country,” Morrison said.

 The resolution’s demand to 
abstain from classes may not be so 
easy to meet, though.
 The administration schedules 
its academic calendars five years 
at a time, according to Dean of 
Undergraduate Education James 
Glaser. Though Veterans Day was 
considered a university holiday, 
Tufts faculty voted last spring to hold 

 Tufts’ Board of Trustees adopted a uni-
versity-wide Declaration on Freedom of 
Expression this month, approving language 
that extols free inquiry and debate but 
emphasizes the need “to ensure the orderly 
function of the educational enterprise.”
 The Board voted on Nov. 7 to accept the 
one-page document, which lays out a set of 
“community values” rather than setting spe-
cific policy prescriptions.

The declara-
tion’s rati-

fication 

comes almost two years after University 
President Lawrence Bacow chartered the 
Task Force on Freedom of Expression, and 
nearly three years after the Primary Source, 
Tufts’ conservative journal, ignited a firestorm 
of debate over First Amendment freedoms 
at Tufts when it published an anonymous 
Christmas carol parody about affirmative 
action and later ran a controversial article, 
also anonymous, about Islamic fundamen-
talism.
 The document, which the university 
has not released to the public, states that 
“[f]reedom of expression and inquiry are fun-
damental to the academic enterprise,” but 
“are not absolute.”

 “When community values are not respect-
ed, every member of the Tufts community 
has an obligation to respond,” it says.
 Tufts’ Office of Public Relations provided 
the declaration to the Daily last Tuesday.
 Bacow assembled the special task force, 
made up of faculty and staff, in January 2008, 
charging it with creating a university-wide 
policy on freedom of expression.
 Bacow said in an e-mail that the seven-
member team had done “a terrific job on this 
issue” and had considered the opinions of 
various facets of the community.
 “I am very pleased with the policy adopted 
by the Board and believe it accomplishes 
what I hoped it would,” Bacow said.

 The task force spent three semesters meet-
ing with faculty, administrators and members 
of the Board, student government and stu-
dent organizations.
 The final declaration outlines “community 
values” on freedom of expression and inqui-
ry, and describes three situations in which 
the Tufts community must “hold accountable 
those who do not respect these values.”
 Those situations arise when certain speech 
prevents Tufts community members from 
inquiring or expressing themselves fully; does 
not “respect the human dignity of others;” or 
prevents a community from being “conducive 
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May 10, 2007
The Committee on Student Life (CSL) finds 

the Primary Source guilty of harassment and creat-
ing a hostile environment for publishing two anony-
mous pieces, one on affirmative action and one on 

Islamic fundamentalism. The committee orders that 
the magazine attribute all pieces to 

their authors.

Aug. 27, 2007
Dean of Undergraduate Education James Glaser 

rules in favor of an appeal by the Source, overturning the CSL’s 
requirement that a byline appear on all articles but maintaining the 
harassment decision. University President Lawrence Bacow backs 

Glaser’s decision and articulates his support for affording stu-
dents all First Amendment rights.

Jan. 23, 2008
Bacow creates the Task Force 

on Freedom of Expression. The 
seven-member group is charged with 

crafting a university-wide policy on 
free speech.

Sept. 15, 2008
The task force releases its first 

public draft and requests feedback from 
the Tufts community. The “statement of prin-

ciple” moves away from providing students with 
complete freedom of speech, recommending 

the university establish “rules to ensure the 
orderly function of the educational 

enterprise.”

Feb. 7, 2009
The Board of Trustees provides feedback 

to the task force regarding its draft 
declaration.

Nov. 7, 2009
The Board approves 

the task force’s finalized 
declaration.

The Board of 
Trustees’ passage this 

month of the Declaration 
on Freedom of Expression 
marks the end of a nearly 

three-year effort by the 
university to develop a 

policy on free 
speech.

Freedom of expression timeline                   compiled by Alexandra Bogus
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Trustees approve free speech policy
Passage of declaration caps years of work; freedom of expression ‘not absolute,’ Board says

 BY BEN GITTLESON 
 Daily Editorial Board 

see DECLARATION, page 2

Senate resolution calls for no classes on Veterans 
Day, more participation from former soldiers

 BY MINYOUNG SONG 
 Daily Staff Writer 

TUFTS AND THE ECONOMY | PART I OF III

As recession alters dining 
patterns, school works to cope

 BY SAUMYA VAISHAMPAYAN 
 Daily Editorial Board 

see DINING, page 2
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ROTC cadets participate in an annual Veterans Day ceremony earlier this month. 

see VETERANS, page 2
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money into JumboCash accounts 
at the start of the semester.
 The lack of a financial incentive 
for JumboCash may also contribute 
to its decline in use. When Dining 
Services first introduced JumboCash 
last year, the office offered to add 
a small amount of money to a 
student’s JumboCash deposit if it 
exceeded a certain amount.
 Since JumboCash is closely con-
nected to other meal options run 
by Dining Services, its decline in 
use will continue to affect campus 
eateries, like Brown and Brew, and 
local restaurants that are part of 
the Merchant Off-Campus Partners 
(MOPs) system.
 Though Brown and Brew 
expanded its Sunday hours earlier 
this semester, Dining administra-
tors maintain that the decision was 
a response to student requests for 
more study space rather than a 
revival of business.
 Brown and Brew reduced its 
hours last year because of a decline 
in customers late at night. The café 
typically stayed open until 1 a.m., 
but cut all of its weekend hours 
and started closing at 11 p.m. last 
September.
 “Through feedback and looking 
at what it really costs us to open 
Brown and Brew on Sunday, we 
realized that we could add back 
Sunday hours and it would cost 
something, but it would restore 
some students’ jobs and restore 
[an] alternative study space and 
venue,” Klos said.

 Dining Retail Manager of Brown 
and Brew David Ford agreed that 
the decision to increase hours at 
Brown and Brew was based on cus-
tomer service rather than finances.
 “Last year, [Dining Services] 
wanted to streamline the depart-
ment itself … but the need [for] 
more quiet study space overrules 
that,” Ford said. “Sundays in the 
past have always been slower than 
the week, but we still like to offer 
that service to the students … to 
satisfy study needs.”
 The decline in student business 
is not unique to Brown and Brew. 
Dining Services has also noticed a 
continued decrease in the use of 
the MOPs program, which allows 
students to order food from vari-
ous restaurants for delivery and pay 
with JumboCash.
 At Andrea’s House of Pizza in 
Medford, a MOPs participant, 
owner Bob Iliopoulos has noticed 
“about a 30 percent decrease” in 
Tufts’ student business, nearly dou-
ble the decline he reported to the 
Daily last January.
 Dining Services is taking mea-
sures to fight the steady rise of food 
prices. By producing more food 
items at Tufts, instead of buying 
from an outside source, the office 
has been able to eliminate the 
markup and sell at a lower price.
 In addition, Hodgdon Good-to-
Go has also started varying the sizes 
of sandwiches sold to offer a variety 
of prices for students.
 “[We’re offering] more effective 
ways to spend your money and fill 
yourselves,” Klos said.

Students use dining halls more, 
JumboCash less during recession
 DINING 
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to learning” and letting members 
reach “their full potential.” In any 
of these cases, the document says, 
the entire community — “includ-
ing academic and administrative 
leaders” — must act.
 Alison Hoover (LA ’08), who 
was editor-in-chief of the Primary 
Source when it published its 
Christmas carol, objected to the 
declaration’s potential to limit free 
speech. “Of course, no sweeping 
statement can please everyone, 
but anything short of total free-
dom to express one’s opinion is a 
failure to uphold the value of free 
and full inquiry and expression,” 
she said in an e-mail.
 American Civil Liberties Union 
Foundation of Massachusetts 
spokesperson Sarah Wunsch 
praised the document for its mea-
sured approach and for emphasiz-
ing the importance of freedom of 
expression in academic settings, 
although she added in a follow-up 
e-mail that it did not seem to reso-
nate with Bacow’s strong support 
for freedom of expression after the 
Primary Source published the two 
controversial pieces.
 “I view this statement as a good 
thing. I think it’s consistent with 
the law,” she told the Daily. “That’s 
assuming that they’re not going 
to use this statement as a way to 
punish somebody whose speech 
might be offensive.”
 Mike Hiestand, an attorney and 
legal consultant to the Student 
Press Law Center in Arlington, Va., 
told the Daily that the declaration 
succeeds in describing something 
to aspire to, but “kind of misses the 
mark” when it comes to protecting 
free speech.
 He said the trustees’ require-
ment that language be civil and 
respectful and help build a stron-
ger community takes the teeth out 
of the document’s opening com-

mitment to preserving “the anvil 
of open debate and criticism.”
 “Tufts’ policy is kind of like an 
anvil with padded safety corners,” 
Hiestand said.
 Bacow commissioned the task 
force after Dean of Undergraduate 
Education James Glaser, with the 
president’s support, cited freedom 
of speech concerns in overturning 
a ruling against the Primary Source. 
Tufts’ Committee on Student Life 
(CSL) had convicted the Source 
in May 2007 of harassment and 
creating a hostile environment by 
publishing its anonymous, racially 
controversial pieces; the CSL had 
further ruled that the magazine 
could no longer publish unsigned 
articles. That August, Glaser upheld 
the harassment verdict but rescind-
ed the editorial restrictions.
 The task force wrote a number 
of drafts during its process, with a 
September 2008 statement of prin-
ciple evolving into a version that 
the group submitted to Bacow in 
April. The president subsequently 
presented a final draft to the Board 
at its May meeting.
 The ratified declaration largely 
mirrors the version the task force 
submitted to Bacow in April, said 
Task Force Chair Jeswald Salacuse, 
a professor of law at the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy.
 In the spring, the task force 
had collaborated with an ad-hoc 
trustee subcommittee made up 
almost exclusively of members 
with backgrounds in academia. 
The subcommittee worked on the 
language over the summer and 
presented the final text to the full 
Board this month.
 In its edits, the Board softened 
language related to enforcement. 
In the second-to-last paragraph of 
the declaration, the task force had 
originally set out basic tenets for 
implementation across the univer-
sity. The trustees replaced that sec-
tion with a broader call for a united 

front against offensive speech.
 “An affront against any member 
of our community is an affront to 
all of us,” the final version states.
 “The language regarding hold-
ing those accountable needs to 
be read in light of the rest of the 
statement,” said Bacow, who in 
the past advocated for holding the 
university to a First Amendment 
standard. “The intent is that we 
share a collective responsibility for 
responding to offensive speech 
and should not be relying upon 
administrative action to do so.”
 Task Force member Sawkat 
Anwer, a professor and associate 
dean for research at the Cummings 
School of Veterinary Medicine, said 
the trustees successfully conveyed 
the need for freedom of expression 
in an educational environment.
 “I think the basic point we’re 
trying to make is coming through, 
and that is that freedom of expres-
sion is the bread and butter of the 
university, and it should be there,” 
Anwer said. “The question is how 
we manage it when it really starts 
hurting somebody indirectly and 
directly and whatnot.”
 He said he approved of the trust-
ees’ adoption of broader wording 
on responses to affronts to “com-
munity values.”
 “The bottom line is, we should 
learn to agree to disagree,” he said.
 The university has not publi-
cized the trustees’ declaration, but 
made it available to the Daily last 
Tuesday after an inquiry.
 “Following the Board’s adoption 
of this Declaration we were in the 
process of communicating with 
members of the senior adminis-
tration as the first step in sharing it 
with the entire community,” Tufts’ 
Director of Public Relations Kim 
Thurler said in an e-mail.

Some question declaration’s potential to 
limit free speech, others applaud its merits
 DECLARATION 
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classes on the day after discovering 
that this year’s academic calendar 
fell one day short of the required 
number of class days this semester.
 The administration has not 
scheduled class on Veterans Day in 
2011 and 2012, and it did not hold 
classes on Veterans Day last year. 
However, classes will be held next 
year unless changes can be made 
to work around the constraints 
imposed by the calendar. If the fac-
ulty votes to have Veterans Day off 
next year, a committee would have 
to adjust the calendar to make up 
for the lost day, Glaser said.
 The Senate is planning to meet 
with administrators before the end 
of the fall semester to work on the 
calendar.
 “There is no easy solution in terms 
of how schedules work out and find-
ing a day off to keep a balance, but at 
the same time the Senate wants to 
find a way to properly begin respect-
ing Veterans Day,” Morrison said. 
“We owe it to them to remember.”
 The resolution also calls for better 
integration of veterans and Veterans 
Day in the “Tufts experience.”
 Along with the annual Veterans 
Day ceremony held on the Memorial 
Steps, Morrison said the university 
could sponsor other events during 

the day, such as inviting veterans 
from the Medford and Somerville 
communities to talk about their 
experiences with Tufts students.
  “[It is] a good idea for Tufts’ com-
munity to have more of a dialogue 
about Tufts’ veterans,” said TCU 
Senator Edward Chao, a junior who 
is an Army Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps (ROTC) cadet.
 The resolution garnered different 
reactions from students. Amanda 
Hay, a freshman, supported hav-
ing classes off on Veterans Day at 
the expense of other university holi-
days. 
 “If there’s a sizable ROTC com-
munity, I think it is more worth not 
having class on Veterans Day than, 
for example, Columbus Day and 
other holidays. Veterans matter a 
lot more in Tufts’ community,” she 
said.
 But freshman Christina Liu 
remained uncertain as to whether 
having classes off would lead to 
increased student awareness of the 
holiday.
 “I don’t think not having class 
will make a big difference because 
it will not have the students com-
memorate the veterans more,” she 
said, adding that more university 
publicity for the holiday would bet-
ter promote awareness of Veterans 
Day among students.

Visiting the Hill this week

— compiled by Saumya Vaishampayan

To see the full declara-
tion, visit tuftsdaily.com

MONDAY
“MANAGING SOUTH ASIA’S WATERS”
Details: John Briscoe, professor of the prac-
tice of environmental health and environ-
mental engineering at Harvard University, 
will speak on his experience working with 
water issues throughout his career as an 
engineer, epidemiologist and teacher.
When and Where: 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.; 
Cabot Intercultural Center 7th floor
Sponsors: The Center for South Asian and 
Indian Ocean Studies

WEDNESDAY
GODDARD CHAPEL FORUM ON 
RELIGION AND MEDIA
Details: Marla Frederick, associate profes-

sor of African and African American stud-
ies and of the study of religion at Harvard, 
will deliver a lecture on the role of televi-
sion ministries in shaping race and gender 
in the African Diaspora. 
When and Where: 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.; 
Goddard Chapel
Sponsors: Office of the University Chaplain, 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, 
Tufts’ International Center

ONEWORLD MICROFINANCE SPEAKER 
SERIES: TRYFAN EVANS
Details: Tryfan Evans will speak about 
his role directing the Omidyar-Tufts 
Microfinance Fund, which in 2005 received 
a $100 million donation from eBay found-

er Pierre Omidyar (E ‘88) and his wife Pam 
(LA ‘89) to provide loans for entrepreneurs 
in the developing world.
When and Where: 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Cabot 
205
Sponsors: OneWorld

THURSDAY
NUCLEAR NIGHT: SOLUTION OR 
NIGHTMARE?
Details: Nuclear engineer Gilbert 
Brown, a professor at the University of 
Massachusetts, Lowell, and James Moore, 
clean energy advocate for Vermont Public 
Interest Research Group, will debate on 
nuclear energy. Rusty Russell, a lecturer in 
environmental law and energy policy, will 

moderate the discussion.
When and Where: 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.; 
Barnum 008
Sponsors: Tufts Energy Forum

FRIDAY
SPECIES INVASIONS, CLIMATE CHANGE 
AND SPECIES EXTINCTIONS
Details: Brown University Assistant 
Professor of Biology Dov Sax will speak 
on alternative conservation strategies as 
part of the biology department’s fall 2009 
seminar series.
When and Where: 4 p.m.; Barnum 104
Sponsors: Department of Biology

JAMES CHOCA/TUFTS DAILY

The Board of Trustees, pictured above at its February meeting, passed the Declaration on Freedom of Expression.

Senate weighs in on holiday
 VETERANS 
 continued from page 1 
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The Wednesday before Thanksgiving 
is the biggest bar night of the year, 
far surpassing New Year’s Eve, as 
every home-from-college senior 

(and junior ... and some crafty sopho-
mores) flood into the local bars whose 
insides they used to covet from the cof-
fee shop across the street. It is there that 
we now drink, some to keep high school 
memories at bay, others to dredge them up 
and most to get a healthy dose of both. We 
fake enjoy accidentally running into old 
nemeses, and sometimes we even feign 
complete ignorance of each other’s pres-
ence. But by the time 2 a.m. rolls around, 
who are we trying to kid? We all knew 
we were going to be here. Tomorrow is 
Thanksgiving. Where else would we be?
 Thomas Wolfe says you can’t go home 
again. This is false — I was there last 
week, and it honestly left me wondering 
the opposite: Can you ever not go home? 
Obviously, you can physically stay away 
from the place you’ve left, but once you 
set foot on your old stomping grounds, will 
you ever actually refrain from stomping?
 True, I did learn a few new tricks this 
Thanksgiving eve. For one, I discovered 
that all the bars I was too afraid to even 
attempt to enter in high school don’t card 
me now that I have the proper identifica-
tion. I learned that if your mom is your 
D.D., make sure to check outside the car 
before exiting (friends don’t let friends 
drive drunk, but they also don’t let them 
get caught climbing out of their moms’ 
metallic minivans in stilettos by a crowd of 
nemeses from another life).
 Despite all my new fun facts about 
drinking — legally — in the suburbs of 
Cleveland (scintillating, I know), things 
still felt pretty much the same, and I began 
to wonder: Is high school ever really over?
 I still went out with the same friends, 
except now instead of trying on each oth-
er’s clothes we tried each other’s beers and 
shared cigarettes instead of lip gloss. Other 
than the advent of Lady Gaga, are things 
really that different? I mean, the same 
seniors from when I was a freshman still 
thought it was funny to tease me about my 
name (Jessie. Why that is funny I will never 
know). The same girls hung on to the same 
guys, the same people were phony, and 
the same creepy older dudes tried to get 
in with the same “younger crowd.” I still 
had that brief urge to make out with my 
ex-boyfriend, and my best friend still had 
that overwhelming urge to slap hers. I still 
ate too much too late at night and felt sick. 
My mom still tsk-tsked when I walked in at 
3:30 a.m. It was all classic high school.
 The whole week, launched by that all-
too-familiar reunion night, left me feel-
ing disoriented and confused. Perhaps it 
was the turkey, but something just didn’t 
sit right. Weren’t we all supposed to have 
grown and changed so much while we 
were away? Aren’t we supposed to be the 
people we have become instead of the 
people we were? Why do I still harbor 
resentment and lust (sometimes simul-
taneously) towards various figures from 
my past?
 I don’t have the answer, but I do know 
this: There is a reason most people don’t go 
to their five-year reunions. When it comes 
to home, we are not yet that far gone. We 
still can go home, and we still do, and 
it’s dangerous to overestimate how much 
we’ve changed. We may have remolded 
ourselves at college, but the new shape of 
who we’ve become hasn’t quite hardened 
yet, and until it does (if it ever does), we 
have to know that we are slaves to our 
environment. If last Wednesday night is 
any indication, high school really doesn’t 
end, as long as we keep it going. Just how 
long will we keep it going? Who knows?

High school 
is as high 

school does

Jessie Borkan is a senior majoring in 
psychology. She can be reached at Jessie.
Borkan@Tufts.edu.

JESSIE BORKAN | 
COLLEGE IS AS COLLEGE DOES

 For some, Thanksgiving weekend 
is all about the holiday traditions of 
home, family and food. For others, 
though, the weekend centers on anoth-
er holiday — one that is more focused 
on competition, big crowds and, most 
importantly, retail.
 Black Friday, the day that tradition-
ally ushers in the Christmas shopping 
season, gets its name from slightly out-
dated accountant jargon; on the fruitful 
day, retailers typically make a return 
from their financial losses of the prior 
season — “in the red” — and begin 
earning profits — “in the black.”
 But the day is not only profitable 

for retailers. To draw customers in on 
Black Friday, stores are known to hold 
generous sales, often offering eye-
catching bargains like 50 percent, 70 
percent or even 90 percent off of store 
merchandise.
 To accommodate the huge crowds of 
shoppers these offers bring in, stores 
notoriously extend their hours the day 
of — or sometimes the multiple days 
surrounding — Black Friday. Four or 5 
a.m. is a typical opening hour for larger 
stores, such as Best Buy and Macy’s, 
that take part in the Black Friday mania. 
Some stores, such as Toys R Us, have 
even begun opening at midnight after 
Thursday’s Thanksgiving meal.
 Junior Julia Stimeck, a former 
employee of L.L.Bean, said that when 

stores try too hard to attract custom-
ers, they can end up using marketing 
tactics that do not result in signifi-
cantly increased sales.
 “When I worked at L.L.Bean, they 
decided that they needed to stay 
open for 24 hours every day between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas,” she said. 
“The intention was clear — they wanted 
to attract customers shopping for the 
holidays. But they didn’t really think 
about the fact that, other than on Black 
Friday, people are not willing to shop 
in the middle of the night. Why would 
anyone come shop at L.L.Bean at four in 
the morning on a weeknight? In the end, 
they probably spent more money hiring 
staff for night shifts than they earned by 

Thanksgiving: turkey, family and shopping
Students take advantage of Black Friday deals

 When the holiday season approach-
es, many students eagerly look forward 
to one of the most appealing aspects 
of their time off:  home-cooked meals. 
But when Tufts students are at school 
and don’t have a meal plan, where do 
they typically go to get their food?
 Eating out or ordering pizza might 
be good for a night or two, but upper-
classmen living off campus have had to 
learn to negotiate the abundant choic-
es of grocery stores in the area in an 
attempt to find the best food for their 
money.
 For some, the decision of where to 
shop depends on the quality and ori-
gins of the food sold there. According 
to senior Brenna Heintz, Whole Foods’ 
emphasis on quality and on organic 
and free trade goods compensates for 
its higher price point.
 “I prefer Whole Foods because I feel 
better about the quality of the food 
there, and overall it is a nicer shopping 
experience. I am willing to pay more for 
the quality and variety — and it’s not 
that much more expensive than Shaw’s. 
I don’t mind spending more money at a 
business that I feel good supporting,” 
Heintz said.

 While Whole Foods may cost more 
on average than other area grocery 
stores, it is also very close to the uphill 
portion of campus, rendering it a con-
venient place to shop.
 Still, its proximity to campus hasn’t 
won over everyone. 
 “Whole Foods is too expensive,” 
junior Jeremy Wei said. “I look at the 
supermarket fliers we get in the mail 
and make a decision based on that. 
Generally, I go to Shaw’s or Market 
Basket.”
 Shaw’s, located near the Porter 
Square T station, is about a 30-minute 
walk from campus. For students with-
out cars, Shaw’s is convenient for pur-
chasing a few items, but carrying heavy 
bags of groceries for 30 minutes can 
be tiresome, especially during inclem-
ent weather. Shaw’s can, however, be a 
good option for students who choose 
to take the bus.
 “The 96 bus circles most of campus 
and drops you off right in front of 
Shaw’s,” junior Jackson Dolan said. “I 
have no meal plan and no points, so 
I go grocery shopping once a week. I 
typically go to Shaw’s, because I have a 
Shaw’s card and it’s less expensive than 
Whole Foods.”
 Senior Cole Archambault said that he 
prefers the produce of Market Basket to 

that of Shaw’s. 
 “I prefer to shop at Market Basket 
— the extra distance doesn’t bother 
me because I ride my bike and it’s only 
five minutes farther than Shaw’s. The 
majority of what I buy is produce, and 
I find the quality of produce to be far 
superior to Shaw’s at a fraction of the 
price,” Archambault said.
 Off-campus students who have cars 
usually have the most freedom to 
choose where to shop for food, as even 
students who ride their bikes are limit-
ed to purchasing only what can fit into 
a backpack. That’s why the students 
in senior Serena Chang’s house have 
decided to take an alternate approach; 
they rent a ZipCar to get to Market 
Basket.
 “The price difference between Shaw’s 
and Market Basket makes splitting the 
money for the car worth it,” Chang 
said.
 But according to senior Courtney 
Morrissey, Market Basket’s competi-
tive prices and proximity to campus do 
come with a downside: It’s crowded.
 “Market Basket on a Sunday after-
noon is absolute insanity,” Morrissey 
said.
Senior Maris Mann-Stadt said that 

Location and prices determine where 
Jumbos shop for groceries

 BY MARY BETH GRIGGS 
 Daily Staff Writer 

see GROCERY SHOPPING, page 4

 BY ROMY OLTUSKI 
 Daily Editorial Board 

see BLACK FRIDAY, page 4

MCT

This guy may look happy, but floods of Black Friday shoppers can sometimes lead to brawls and other dangerous behavior.
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than they earned by keeping 
the store open.”
 Even with increased shop-
ping hours throughout the entire 
holiday season, people still line 
up outside of stores at all hours 
of the night before Black Friday, 
eager to be among the first to dig 
through the best deals of the year. 
While some shoppers choose to 
pitch a tent and camp out in line, 
others simply brave the cold.
 According to senior Ari Dukas, 
Black Friday shoppers may have 
to combat another phenome-
non before they even reach the 
parking lot: late night traffic.
 “A friend of mine woke up 
early to go wait [in] a line out-
side of a department store. She 
said that at 2 a.m. the traffic was 
already awful because of all the 
people trying to get to stores 
ahead of time,” Dukas said.
 Once the stores open, those 
courageous enough to step foot 
in a department store must 
sometimes endure swarms of 
pushy people more concerned 
with grabbing the items they 
want than with their own, or 
anyone else’s, safety.
 For Dukas, the reputation of 
overly aggressive shoppers is 
reason enough to avoid Black 
Friday shopping altogether.
 “I’m not intense enough for 
Black Friday,” Dukas said.
 Indeed, Black Friday occa-
sionally gets more out of hand 
than a little pushing and shov-
ing. Last year, a Wal-Mart 
employee was trampled and 
killed by Black Friday shop-
pers who stampeded through 
the store’s glass doors minutes 
before opening time. This year, 
policemen were called to break 
up brawls between competing 

customers in two Wal-Marts in 
California.
 According to Stimeck, work-
ing to control the stampede of 
forceful shoppers can be more 
stressful than being a part of the 
crowd.
 “Employees are given absurd 
work hours around the holidays, 
especially when your store is 
open 24 hours for about a week 
straight.” Stimeck said. “And 
clothing constantly ends up on 
the floors, on the wrong racks, 
all over the place. Customers 
can also be really nasty.”
 This year, however, some 
Black Friday shoppers found 
that venturing into stores on 
Friday was not as intimidating 
as they had expected.
 “I went [shopping] in the 
afternoon and was surprised by 
the fact that it was not abso-
lutely packed,” junior David 
Johnson said.
 Junior Lia Tucker had a simi-
lar experience.
 “I just stopped off at Ann 
Taylor the day after Black Friday 
to take advantage of whatever 
sales were continuing, and I 
couldn’t believe how empty it 
was. There were about 10 people 
in the entire store,” she said.
 Some students suspected that 
due to a struggling economy, 
people simply could not afford 
to shop for gifts, even with 
Black Friday discounts. Others 
guessed that retailers could 
no longer afford to offer sales 
as enticing as those they had 
offered in the past.
 “The sales were sub-par. Too 
many ‘buy one, get one half off’ 
kind of sales instead of actual 
percentage discounts,” Johnson 
said. “Then again, I haven’t 
much enjoyed Black Friday for 
the past few years, either.”

despite the higher prices, she 
would rather stick to Shaw’s 
than brave the seeming anar-
chy of the Market Basket aisles.
 “I like Shaw’s because when 
I go to the grocery store, the 
customer service is better and 
I don’t bump into people when 
I walk down the aisles,” Mann-
Stadt said.
 In addition to a calm shop-
ping experience, knowing 
where to get certain items can 
be crucial to the decision of 
where to shop.
 “I switch off between Shaw’s 
and Foodmaster, but I don’t 
like Foodmaster because its 

layout is just not conducive to 
my shopping needs,” senior 
Sophie Cedola said.
 Another popular option 
for students is Trader Joe’s, 
provided that they have the 
time and means to drive to 
Cambridge or the new branch 
near Alewife.
 “I like Trader Joe’s because 
it’s the same quality as Whole 
Foods, but without the middle-
man,” senior Amy Dora said.
 Other Jumbos, such as senior 
David Gainsboro, eschew 
shopping at traditional gro-
cery stores altogether.
 “I try to buy all my pro-
duce at farmers markets,” 
Gainsboro said. “Never [do I 

shop] at Shaw’s because it’s 
overpriced and full of every-
one I know.”
 For students who are either 
completely unwilling to travel 
or need to grab something in 
a rush, the on-campus store 
Jumbo Express is another 
option. But Jumbo Express is 
more expensive than its off-
campus counterparts, as its 
location allows the store to 
maintain high prices on every-
day items, and some students 
think those high prices are 
unfair.
 “Jumbo Express is to pur-
chasing food as the Bastille 
was to the French Revolution,” 
senior Gabriel Frumkin said.

Black Friday scares some 
away, disappoints others
BLACK FRIDAY
continued from page 3

GROCERY SHOPPING
continued from page 3

Distance from stores can be a large factor 
for students without cars

VIRGINIA BLEDSOE/TUFTS DAILY

While higher prices deter some, many students head to Shaw’s for its convenient location and customer service.
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 The best 
of the 
2000s?

As frightening as many of us 
undoubtedly find the idea, the 
first decade of the 21st century is 
coming to a close. A whole lot has 

changed since the end of 1999. Technology 
has advanced with exponential speed. Our 
nation weathered and survived eight dif-
ficult years of Dick and George. MTV and 
VH1 left behind music and video hits in 
favor of 60-minute segments about the 
carpooling trials of Rev. Run. 
 Musically, we have seen many strange 
and exciting developments since the turn 
of the century. When thinking about the 
way that the world of music has changed 
in the last ten years, I start to wonder what 
will prove to be the significant sounds 
of the 2000s. We remember decades past 
perhaps best by their representative music, 
but is it too early to tell which songs of the 
past ten years will stand the test of time?
 When I wonder what music will be 
remembered in years to come, I think in 
terms of two categories: artists and indi-
vidual songs. 
 There have been great artists who have 
been stand-alone, but the majority of 
great musicians are considered significant 
because they go on to influence another 
generation of musicians. 
 Some artists have already proven to be 
influential within the past decade. The 
Strokes are a direct influence on the explo-
sively successful sound of Kings of Leon. 
Amy Winehouse kicked off the revival of 
blue-eyed soul in Britain and the States. 
The electric-psychadelia of MGMT can be 
heard in artists from Passion Pit to Kid 
Cudi. It will be a long time, though, before 
we are able to see all the artists that lend a 
hand to the music of the future. 
 It is somewhat easier to judge what songs 
will last. Some songs are big because they 
are representative of the sound of a certain 
artist. In this case, the significance of the 
song is tied to the significance of the artist; 
it is difficult to tell if the song will have last-
ing impact until it is clear whether the artist 
will be important.
 Some songs do stand on their own, inde-
pendent of the sound of the artists. It’s 
hard to separate these out. To do so, I often 
employ my “Beatles Test.” This stems from 
a comment a friend made that he simply 
could not listen to Beatles covers. I could 
not disagree more. As significant as the 
Beatles studio albums are, I think much of 
their true genius lies in the fact that they 
wrote songs that could be covered by oth-
ers — often in styles very different from the 
original recording — and still seem vibrant 
and relevant. These songs have their own 
independent greatness. 
 So, the Beatles Test amounts to this: 
can the song be separated from its 
original context? Using this logic, I can 
think of a few great songs of the last 
decade. Outkast’s rollicking soul-hop 
ditty “Hey Ya!” (2003) has been re-imag-
ined by many as a melancholy acoustic 
folk song, though still maintaining the 
original chords and melody. Rihanna’s 
“Umbrella”(2008) is equally potent as 
an R&B anthem and in the pared-down 
acoustic cover by the likes of YouTube’s 
Marie Digby. The same is true of Gnarls 
Barkley’s neo-soul jam “Crazy” (2006) 
and the sparsely produced cover by Ray 
Lamontagne. Whatever your opinion of 
these tracks or covers, I am confident that 
these were not hits simply because they 
had the hip, now sound, or because they 
were well-produced. Their adaptability is 
a testament to their strength as songs.
 It is probably too early to tell what music 
from the last 10 years will endure for years 
to come. A few artists, however, have shown 
themselves already to be very influential. 
Likewise, a few songs will likely join the 
ranks of the classics. Only time will tell.

MOVIE REVIEW

Cinematic version of “The Road” spotlights 
familial love in a dark, apocalyptic world
 The world has ended. Ash blankets 
the ground, wildlife has vanished and 
human civilization is no more. This 
is the dreary reality of “The Road,” 
but do not mistake it for a “Day After 
Tomorrow” (2004) disaster-thriller. 
Despite the oppressive bleakness of the 
setting, the film is a poignant tale of a 
father’s love.

 Viggo Mortensen stars as a nameless 
man who roams the post-apocalyptic 
wasteland alongside his son (Kodi Smit-

McPhee). With winter fast approaching, 
the man leads his son south towards 
the coast. Some of his only possessions 
are the clothes on his back and a pistol 
with two rounds. 
 “The Road” is a faithful adaptation 
of Cormac McCarthy’s best-selling 
book of the same title. Director John 
Hillcoat has painstakingly brought 
every detail of the blighted world that 

 BY WES ENGEL  
Daily Staff Writer 

see ROAD, page 6

ALBUM REVIEW

Mediocre music 
for Mayer is still 
easy listening

 The good thing about “Battle 
Studies,” John Mayer’s new album, 
is that fans will instantly love it. The 

bad thing? If his previous album 
“Continuum” (2006) failed to con-
vert any remaining skeptics, “Battle 

 BY LORI ALLEN
  Daily Staff Writer 

see MAYER, page 6

SCIFICOOL.COM

The love of a father for his son winds throughout an otherwise bleak setting in ‘The Road.’

GALLERY REVIEW

At ICA, war becomes a virtual reality

AMAZON.COM

’Who Says’ Mayer can’t win over scream-
ing girls with another mediocre album?

The Road

Starring Viggo Mortensen, Kodi 
Smit-McPhee, Robert Duvall, 
Michael K. Williams
Directed by John Hillcoat

 The war in Iraq hits close to home 
for many people in this country. But the 
experience of living in the United States 
during the war has undoubtedly been 
very different from that of fighting in Iraq. 

Polish artist Krzysztof Wodiczko intends 
to bridge this gap through his piece “…
Out of Here: The Veterans Project,” now 
on view at the Institute of Contemporary 
Art in Boston (ICA). 
 Wodiczko is a world-renowned artist best 
known for his multimedia works involv-
ing projections of large-scale images onto 
famous monuments across the globe. After 
the success of these projects, he began to 
design interior projections for specific insti-
tutions — the ICA being one of them. These 
works focus on politically relevant themes 
such as war and democracy. Wodiczko’s 
interest lies in conveying the broad range 

Battle Studies

Columbia Records

John Mayer

ICABOSTON.ORG

An ICA exhibition explores the harsh realities of the Iraq War through projections in a gallery.

see IRAQ, page 6

 BY KATHERINE DEANE  
Daily Staff Writer 

Charles Laubacher is a sophomore who has 
not yet declared a major. He can be reached 
at Charles.Laubacher@tufts.edu

Krzysztof Wodiczko, ...OUT OF 
HERE: The Veterans Project
At the East Gallery, through Mar. 28
The Institute of Contemporary Art
100 Northern Avenue
617-478-3100
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GODDARD CHAPEL FORUM ON 
RELIGION & MEDIA 

December 2, 2009 
6 PM 

Marla F. Frederick 
Associate Professor, African American Studies and

The Study of Religion 
Harvard University 

“The Influence of Television Ministries on Constructions of Race 
and Gender in the African Diaspora” 

Cosponsored by The Chaplain’s Office, the Fletcher School, and The International Center 
Tufts University, Medford, MA  02155 – (617) 627-3427 

Website:  www.tufts.edu/chaplaincy

McCarthy described to the 
screen. Characters are covered 
in dirt and grime, the sky is 
perpetually murky and trash 
and rubble coat the blasted 
landscapes. Cannibals threat-
en the few people still living. 
Despite this hellish environ-
ment, the film never feels visu-
ally exaggerated. If the planet 
were to die, this is surely how 
it would look.
 Mortensen and Smit-McPhee 
do their best to bring some life 
to the dead setting. Their per-
formances are strong, though 
at times a little muted. The 
love between father and son is 
the sole light brightening an 
immensely dark story, and it 
needs to be as heartfelt and 
convincing as possible. The two 
may struggle at times with the 
somewhat lackluster script, but 
overall they successfully carry 
the weight of the film. 
 The supporting actors also 
help ease the main charac-
ters’ burden. The boy’s moth-
er, played by Charlize Theron, 
exists solely in flashbacks 
which work surprisingly well. 
The film adds a few new scenes 
to develop her character, but 
they fit in with the overall tone 
of the story and serve as a con-
trast to the utter desolation of 
the present day.
 While the film’s produc-

tion is fantastic and the jumps 
between past and present 
are well executed, a few ele-
ments fail to shine. Disjointed 
cuts from scene to scene that 
were present in the book don’t 
translate well to the screen. 
In most instances, the film’s 
respect to its source material 
is a strength, but loyalty to the 
book disrupts the flow of the 
film in these moments.
 The pacing and blocking feel 
a little clumsy in some of the 
more action-packed sequenc-
es. With so much screen time 
devoted to wandering through 
bleak environments, each burst 
of action needs to be exception-
al in order to keep propelling 
the story. The scenes work, but 
they don’t wow. 
 The inclusion of an orches-
tral score is also a bit heavy-
handed. The lack of music in 
“No Country For Old Men” 
(2007), another adaptation of 
a McCarthy novel, served the 
movie well and could have been 
equally effective in “The Road.”
 Despite these issues, the film 
is captivating for its two-hour 
duration. The story works best 
when the man and his son, who 
have nothing but each other, 
are in danger of losing even 
that. One of the most powerful 
scenes finds the two trapped 
inside a building that has been 
turned into a human slaughter-
house. As one of the cannibals 

heads up the stairs to the pro-
tagonists’ hiding place, the man 
holds a gun to his child’s head, 
ready to shoot him rather than 
let the boy be cut up and eaten 
alive. McCarthy’s novel includes 
even darker, more gruesome 
imagery that was not used in 
the film, but what is shown is 
fittingly haunting. 

 “The Road” is not a movie 
that everyone will enjoy. Its R 
rating is well deserved because 
of the film’s intensity, violence 
and horror. Cannibalism is ram-
pant, as are shots of mangled 
bodies, organs and skeletons. 
The film is a disturbing portrait 
of the worst elements of human 
beings pitted against the best. 

The vile, desperate actions of 
the roving bands of murderers 
and cannibals show just how far 
human beings can sink, but they 
also help strengthen the impor-
tance of the bond between the 
man and his son. While “The 
Road” may not be 2009’s best 
film, it definitely succeeds as an 
adaptation of 2006’s best novel. 

Despite a lackluster script, “The Road” has heart, eff ective acting
 ROAD
  continued from page 5 

Studies” won’t get the job done either.
 According to Mayer himself, “Battle 
Studies” was written in the style of 
’70s and ’80s California rock/pop. It’s a 
mellow mix of occasionally groovy and 
overall pleasant tracks that beg to be 
categorized as Easy Listening. 
 Whatever the genre, it will be hard 
for Mayer to top “Continuum,” his 
third album, which garnered general 
approval. “Continuum” established 
Mayer as this generation’s leading gui-
tarist, and he holds that position sol-
idly on “Battle Studies.” He takes a 
considerable number of guitar solos 
across the album, but listeners will 
still find themselves wishing Mayer 
would sing less and play more. 
 While his songwriting is still strong, 
Mayer’s lyrics are neither as cute nor 
as clever as they were on “Room For 
Squares” (2001). Instead, too many of 
the tracks on “Battle Studies” revert to 
the inane repetition that first annoyed 
listeners on the single “Say” (2007). 
The same problem will bother listen-
ers on “All We Ever Do Is Say Goodbye,” 
in which the title is repeated, without 
much variation, over 15 times through-
out the course of the song. Fortunately, 
the new album’s first single “Who Says” 
does have some refreshing lyrics, gen-
tly sticking it to The Man with the ques-
tion, “Who says I can’t get stoned?”
 Also fortunate for Mayer is that 
the tone of his voice, which has been 
breathy and only slightly affected since 
his first album, is still naturally inoffen-
sive. Although his voice has improved 
(he’s finally figured out how to use his 
falsetto), his vocals are boring com-
pared to what he’s capable of getting 
his guitar to do.  
 Soft, blues-y guitar is now Mayer’s 
clear preference — particularly for solos 
— on “Battle Studies.” The most impres-
sive aspect of Mayer’s new album is 
the stylistic range he gets out of his 
instrument. In addition to his signature 
sound, Mayer also showcases a fuzzy, 
gritty guitar (the focus of “Crossroads,” a 
funky deconstruction of Cream’s version 
of Robert Johnson’s 1937 “Cross Road 
Blues”) and a fluttery acoustic guitar 
line in “Do You Know Me?”
 These different styles are combined 
in “Assassin,” one of the stronger 
tracks on the album. The song starts 
with a thumb piano, lots of reverb, 
and ethereal, layered backing vocals, 

elements that (somewhat surprising-
ly) recall Imogen Heap’s latest work. 
The song is a haunting confessional 
with an impressive build that employs 
both Mayer’s blues guitar and a hard-
er rock sound. 
 Mayer is flexible both on the guitar 
and across musical genres: his dis-
cography includes pop, rock, jazz, 
soul, blues, R&B, funk, folk and lots 
of tracks that mix any and all of those 
styles. His sound has changed drasti-
cally since “Room For Squares,” the 
poppy debut album that made him 
famous and remains his best-selling 
album to date.
 With his subsequent albums, Mayer 
has brought his fans along with him 
as he’s covered genre after genre and 
has proved his musicality to be greater 
than that of many of his pop contem-
poraries. After a few years of figur-
ing his sound out, he has arrived at 
“Battle Studies.” Though not nearly as 
impressive as some previous efforts, 
the album shows off Mayer’s develop-
ment as a guitarist and musician, while 
harking back to the simpler pop of his 
early work. Considering that the whole 
project was completed in about six 
months, it could be that Mayer is just 
riding his popularity and churning out 
music as fast as his fans will consume 
it, regardless of the quality. 
 Admirers of Mayer’s work might be 
disappointed with “Battle Studies,” as it 
does fail to meet the standard he set for 
himself with “Continuum.” But if Mayer’s 
biggest dilemma is how to be better than 
awesome, he’s doing just fine.

of personal stories of those affected by a first-
hand experience of conflict zones, whether 
they be soldiers or citizens. 
 For his piece in the ICA, Wodiczko worked 
with the museum to create a relatively small 
room that appears similar to other gallery 
spaces in the museum. But instead of the 
traditionally bright lights used to illuminate 
art, darkness envelops this enclosure, giving 
it an eerie and almost claustrophobic feeling, 
especially in conjunction with the rows of 
realistic-looking windows that are projected 
onto the upper edges of three of the four 
walls. The room seems to represent a ware-
house-like space in which viewers take on 
the role of people trapped or hiding inside, 
much like refugees or prisoners of war.
 Instead of a simple selection of art 
objects, “…Out of Here” is an interactive 
space that is inseparable from the view-
ers’ participation in it. This is highlighted 
by the sound recording that seems to be 
emanating from immediately outside the 
“building,” featuring the voices of peo-
ple currently living in Iraq. The experi-
ence is enhanced by the fact that viewers 
have a fractured view of life outside the 
room as they pass by the windows. They 
catch glimpses of roaring helicopters and 
bouncing soccer balls accompanied by 
children’s enthusiastic voices, which are 
quickly contrasted by the sounds of army 

vehicles and American soldiers’ voices 
and gunshots.
 The once rather peaceful, although dis-
mal, setting is transformed in an instant into 
a dangerous war zone, as bullets shatter win-
dows and innocent people scream for help. 
All the while, viewers are trapped inside the 
dark interior of the exhibit, forced to listen 
blindly to the terrifying noises and unable 
to do anything to help stop the violence that 
feels so close but is practically invisible.
 Instead of inspiring an individual experi-
ence, this piece creates a sense of commu-
nity and makes it impossible to ignore those 
who sit and stand around you. At points this 
work feels so authentic that it is becomes 
difficult to separate art from reality; it con-
veys a raw feeling of fear and hopelessness.
 The incredibly powerful though fictional 
environment that Wodiczko has envisioned 
for this exhibition attempts to tell the story 
of those affected by the traumatic realities of 
the Iraq War. His aim is to give voice to those 
silenced or unable to convey their experienc-
es in order to shed light on those experiences 
for Americans here in the United States.
 By exposing the violence and trauma 
of war, Wodiczko seeks to educate people 
and help bring an end to these atrocities. 
Although his goals may seem overly opti-
mistic, his honest and creative portrayal of 
war succeeds in creating politically active 
art that is both visually spectacular and 
mentally stimulating.

‘...Out of Here’ powerfully conveys 
the harsh realities of the Iraq War
 IRAQ
  continued from page 5 

Mix of styles and impressive guitar 
work keeps “Battle Studies” fresh
 MAYER
  continued from page 5 

SCREENRANT.COM

The original title for “The Road” was “Duck Hunt: 3001.”

EUROTEAM.NET

Mayer is at his best when he’s playing his 
guitar, not singing.
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NON SEQUITUR         BY WILEY 

LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY

SUDOKU

MARRIED TO THE SEA        

Please recycle this Daily

Online shopping on Black Friday.

Allie: “Already having length problems?”
Gio: “Well men don’t like to talk about that, 

but yes.”

www.marriedtothesea.com

LAST TUESDAY’S SOLUTION

Last Tuesday’s Solution
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,

 I wish to correct some misperceptions 
and faulty reasoning in your editorial pub-
lished Thursday, Nov. 19, entitled “MBTA 
needs to get back on track.” First of all, 
the MBTA is not “refusing to address” the 
safety issues in the system highlighted 
by the recent report. The MBTA has also 
not, in your words, committed “a glaring 
oversight.” It is aware that the problems 
exist, and I doubt that executives are 
simply ignoring the issue. The MBTA sys-
tem is much larger than the few pieces 
which Tufts students use or know to exist. 
Likewise, the T’s finances are far more 
complicated than fares in, trains out.
 Two of the MBTA’s largest expenses 
have been debt service and pension obli-
gations. The latter has already been pri-
marily addressed as much as it can be; 
in June 2009, Gov. Deval Patrick signed 
a landmark transportation overhaul bill 
that reformed how pensions are dis-
bursed and how transportation is orga-
nized statewide. The former issue is more 
complex; as the Big Dig went forward, the 

MBTA was saddled with certain obliga-
tions — by law and not its own choosing 
— to change and expand its system in 
order to mitigate the Big Dig’s environ-
mental impact. Although the MBTA did 
not bring this upon itself, it was still sad-
dled with the debt. In an op-ed published 
in the Boston Globe on Nov. 18, Stephanie 
Pollack, associate director of the Dukakis 
Center for Urban and Regional Policy 
at Northeastern University, revealingly 
wrote, “In five years, yearly debt service 
costs will grow to $525 million — for a 
transit agency that costs roughly $1 bil-
lion annually to operate.”
 In other words, the debt has not, as 
the Daily says, been “steadily accrued.” 
It was heaped upon the system. In an 
ideal world, fares and the portion of the 
state sales tax that are earmarked for the 
T would fund it fully. This is not the case. 
Fare increases were ruled out this sum-
mer by Gov. Patrick himself. Unbelievably, 
then, the Daily goes on to say, “If after an 
earnest attempt the MBTA simply cannot 
make its operations profitable, the state 
must step in with a more reasonable tax 

revenue source.” Firstly, there are few 
modes of transportation in the entire 
world that are profitable. Secondly, a rea-
sonable tax revenue source is already 
provided — over 20 percent of state sales 
tax revenues. Its budget should be dedi-
cated to buses, trains and boats — not 
the Big Dig.
 Referring to the state of public transit 
in Massachusetts as “reeling” is hyper-
bolic, considering that Boston boasts one 
of the highest rates of transit ridership 
in America, the busiest light rail line in 
the country (the Green Line), the fourth 
busiest subway and the third highest 
commuter rail ridership of any city in 
the nation. While the Daily is correct that 
there are worrying safety issues on the 
MBTA, its anger is misdirected, and this 
editorial went too far in lambasting what 
is, for many, a true lifeline and reason to 
be grateful that we live in Massachusetts.

 Respectfully,

 John Peter Kaytrosh, LA ’12
 Judaic Studies

Extolling free speech — and limiting it
EDITORIAL

 The Board of Trustees last week adopt-
ed a new Declaration on Freedom of 
Expression, which purports to simultane-
ously uphold free expression on campus 
while ensuring that such expression stays 
in line with Tufts’ “community values.” But 
the new policy is marked by hypocrisy, as 
it tries to accomplish the impossible task 
of promoting “the freedom of other com-
munity members to inquire and express 
themselves fully” while making sure that all 
community members “exercise freedom of 
expression and inquiry in ways that respect 
the human dignity of others.”
 In August 2007, University President 
Lawrence Bacow wrote, “While Tufts is 
a private institution and not technically 
bound by First Amendment guarantees, it 
is my intention to govern as President as if 
we were.” In supporting the new policy, he 
is compromising this pledge.
 The declaration succeeds in walking its 

rhetorical tightrope — extolling free dis-
cussion while allowing only for speech that 
is thoughtful — by employing very vague 
language. This vagueness could be taken 
as an indicator that its signers intend it to 
be used only sparingly. But there is equal 
opportunity for the murky language to be 
applied liberally and to neuter less politi-
cally correct opinions because they do not 
line up with Tufts’ “community values.”
 According to the policy, something 
is “offensive” if it does not “respect the 
human dignity of others,” inhibits com-
munity members from “reaching their full 
potential” or creates a community atmo-
sphere that is not “conducive to learning.” 
But the idea that something ought to be 
labeled patently “offensive” is as naïve as 
the idea that an undefined code of “val-
ues” can speak for an entire community: 
Both ignore the fact that what one person 
considers harmful might not even make 

another person blink.
 Furthermore, the document does not 
even so much as hint at how things should 
be enforced — it simply highlights the need 
to “respond” and “hold accountable those 
who do not respect [Tufts’ community] 
values.” The ambiguous policy gives broad 
agency to its enforcers, and this is a danger-
ous thing.
 The Daily appreciates the good inten-
tions that led to the creation of this decla-
ration — namely, making sure no student’s 
feelings of safety or “humanity” are threat-
ened. But we have to question how such a 
policy, which dangerously attempts to rec-
oncile protecting the right to free speech 
with limits on its offensive aspects, will 
function in the event of an actual problem. 
It appears that this softly worded policy 
can do little more than muddle the already 
murky waters surrounding the issue of 
freedom of speech on Tufts campus.

Correction
A Nov. 19 editorial, “MBTA needs to get back on track,” incorrectly stated that much of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation 
Authority’s (MBTA) “debt comes in part from an overly rosy approximation that Massachusetts made in 2000, when it decided that all 
the MBTA’s tax revenue would come from one percent of the annual state sales tax.” In fact, the commonwealth decided in 2000 to 
allot 20 percent of all state sales tax revenues to the MBTA. At the time, Massachusetts expected the amount of revenue this tax pro-
duced for the MBTA to increase at a rate of about three percent a year, but it has been rising by only about one percent annually.



Monday, November 30, 2009 THE TUFTS DAILY     OP-ED 99

OP-ED POLICY The Op-Ed section of the Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Op-Ed welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles 
on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to appear in The Tufts Daily.  All material should be submitted by no later 
than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material must be submitted via e-mail (oped@tuftsdaily.com) attached in .doc or .docx format. Questions and concerns should be directed to the Op-Ed editors. The 
opinions expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Tufts Daily itself.

The crisis of scientific illiteracy

 Today the United States is faced with a serious crisis 
in scientific literacy and education. In the midst of 
debate over the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, health 
care reform and the economy, this issue has receded 
further and further into the background. And yet 
the topic remains as salient as it has ever been. Our 
world is driven by scientific innovation and technology. 
Twenty-first century economies will be knowledge-
based, science-oriented and dependent on workers in 
sectors like energy, biological sciences and information 
technology. The early by-products of this paradigm 
shift are already evident with the advent of person-
alized genetic testing, pharmacogenomic research, 
hybrid vehicles, advanced power sources and hundreds 
of other innovations and discoveries.
 But the United States has not met the challenge of 
redesigning its approach to science education and 
training. The science literacy of the American public 
is abysmal. The National Science Education Standards 
define science literacy as “the knowledge and under-
standing of scientific concepts and processes required 
for personal decision making, participation in civic and 
cultural affairs, and economic productivity.” However, 
it seems unlikely that vast portions of the American 
public meet this definition.
 For instance, a recent 2009 survey by the California 
Academy of Sciences found that 47 percent of Americans 
did not know how long it takes Earth to revolve around 
the sun, and 41 percent believed that dinosaurs and 
early humans coexisted. The notion of human-dino-
saur coexistence is an intriguing science fiction plot, 
but also something that over 120 million Americans 
might believe. Individuals who do not have a grasp of 
basic facts like the enormous amount of time between 
evolutionary periods cannot understand when sci-
entists try to explain that evolution requires tens of 
millions of years. Similar studies have found that the 
public does not understand what DNA is, much less 
what the implications of complex topics like genetic 
testing might be — for example, genetic discrimination 
based on genotypes and associated legislation against 
it, research into personalized medications and direct 
consumer testing of individual genotypes.
 Concurrent to this epidemic of science illiteracy, 
our higher-education system has failed to produce the 
prerequisite scientists, engineers and professionals 
for the new science economy. In 2000, 38 percent of 
positions that required a doctorate in science-related 
fields were filled by immigrants. But the United States 
will not be able to continue to depend on foreign 
migrants to support its high-tech infrastructure. As 
nations like China and India become more lucrative 
for highly trained specialists, fewer and fewer may 
decide to migrate. Current immigration restrictions 
have only exacerbated this trend. If the United States 
cannot meet the demand for science professionals, it 
will undoubtedly lose competitiveness in an increas-
ingly globalized world.
 How then can we correct this predicament? It can 
be argued that there are four key areas that must be 
addressed: media and journalism, scientist-directed 
outreach, government programs and instructor train-

ing. Science journalism and the media’s portrayal of 
science represent one of the most visible venues for 
public interaction with science. But the economic real-
ities of a dying print medium have resulted in layoffs of 
veteran science journalists, fewer science stories being 
published in favor of snazzier topics and a decrease 
in major newspapers with science sections or depart-
ments. At the same time, science journalists have been 
criticized by scientists for trying to serve the journalis-
tic adage of presenting both sides of issues when two 
sides do not exist in the scientific discourse — such 
as intelligent design and evolution — or for oversim-
plifying material to the point of obscuring the science 
behind it. Proponents of fringe ideologies are given 
equal time with the bulk of the scientific community. 
Public and government officials are led to believe that 
debate exists where there is none.
 Scientists, like the media, have failed to adequately 
contribute to the presentation of the science that they 
work on to the public. Multiple books have recently 
addressed this lack of media-savvy on the part of the 
scientific community. In “Unscientific America,” sci-
ence journalist Chris Mooney and marine biologist 
and Tufts alumna Sheril Kirshenbaum argue for a new 
generation of scientist communicators in the vein of 
Carl Sagan. The authors call for training grants and 
programs to be applied towards offering graduate 
students opportunities to receive communications 
training to assist in future research careers or com-

munications track positions. In “Am I Making Myself 
Clear?” Cornelia Dean, a long-time science journalist, 
presents the same idea as Mooney and Kirshenbaum 
and details the specifics of how scientists should dress 
for interviews, present information, speak to the pub-
lic and more.
 Beyond the two media-oriented dilemmas are the 
deeper problems of science education. After the Cold 
War scare over Russian science superiority ended, the 
U.S. government became relatively complacent and 
avoided large-scale investment in science education. 
Instead, a focus on standardized testing and routine 
memorization of materials for exams turned science 
classrooms from exciting places for students to explore 
and innovate into teach-to-the-test environments. 
However, a nascent effort by the Obama administra-
tion to promote science fields through non-profits, 
shows like “Sesame Street,” classroom programs and 
demonstrations and even science video games rep-
resents an important step in the right direction. By 
showing students that science is more than one fact or 
problem after another and by doing so with sufficient 
saturation when they are at an early age, these efforts 
can help to entice students to become more interested 
or aware of the topic.
 But once students have received this initial impe-
tus, they will require excellent teachers to guide them 
along the way. Dr. Jean-Lou Chameau, the president of 
Caltech University, has argued that a significant hin-
drance to science education and literacy in America 
is the lack of instructors at the elementary through 
high-school levels with degrees in the fields they are 
teaching. The detachment of a requirement for a strong 
science background from the current pedagogical cur-
ricula for teachers has created instructors who are 
unable to effectively demonstrate and explain con-
cepts, create engaging activities or provide technically 
rigorous and insightful discussions. When coupled 
with a lack of appropriate technology and tools for stu-
dents and teachers in the classroom, instructors with 
insufficient science backgrounds are unable to provide 
an academically enriching experience for students.
 These four areas require far greater discourse than 
any one commentary can afford them. There is a 
great deal of work and discussion still ahead if we are 
to begin the process of addressing the problems of 
science illiteracy and ineffective science education. 
Sagan noted that we have created a world “in which 
most critical elements profoundly depend on science 
and technology.” It has become a world in which a 
minority understands or can even reasonably assess 
that same science. A society in which science illiteracy 
and ineffective education reign is one in which the 
distortion of public opinion regarding science can be 
achieved easily, in which technocrats can wield dis-
proportionate influence and in which innovation and 
new discoveries are stifled by a lack of individuals to 
make them. There is no time left, the time for action 
to address this crisis is now.

BY MICHAEL SHUSTERMAN

Michael Shusterman is a senior majoring in biology 
and history. He is the editor-in-chief of TuftScope: The 
Interdisciplinary Journal of Health, Ethics & Policy.

FROM THE PUBLIC EDITOR

A window into the newsroom: part two
 
 

 Credibility is all that a news organization has. It 
is a common misconception that professional news 
media sell information; they, in fact, sell audiences 
to advertisers. If readers question the credibility of 
a newspaper, they will not read it, and the company 
will not survive. The editing and fact-checking pro-
cess is essential to making money.
 The Tufts Daily is the only publication on campus 
that needs to make money (it is uniquely indepen-
dent from student-activities funds), but the same 
principle applies campus-wide. Why should the Tufts 
Community Union (TCU) Senate fund a publication 
that isn’t read?
 This is the second and final part in a series compar-
ing the reporting and editing processes of campus 
news organizations. Last week’s column was about the 
Tufts Daily; this week, the Tufts Observer, our campus’ 
weekly news magazine, and the Quad, a news blog at 
the Tufts Roundtable, go under the microscope. I am 
disappointed that the Primary Source did not respond 
to my request for an interview.
 Similar to the Daily, the Observer publishes sev-
eral sections, and each has an editor with a large 
degree of independence, according to the magazine’s 
editor-in-chief, senior Daniel Rosen. Editors choose 
their own story topics after gathering ideas from 
staff members, members of the Tufts community and 
Internet news alerts.

 News articles at the Observer go through what 
Rosen calls an “extensive review process” before being 
published: two section editors, two copy editors and 
a managing editor read every article before it goes to 
print. In addition to matching articles to the Observer’s 
style, editors “check any questionable facts or state-
ments” online or by following up with sources.
 I applaud the fact that the Observer includes 
many perspectives in the editing process and that 
its editors are willing to re-interview sources to 
ensure their information is correct. But editors only 
check facts that appear questionable — it seems 
they will only check facts they feel are wrong. No 
editor, no matter how experienced, can corroborate 
facts independently. I encourage the Observer staff 
to find a way to highlight and check every fact they 
publish.
 In past op-eds, I have written about some of my 
concerns about the Quad’s editorial process — spe-
cifically that its editor, junior Christopher Snyder, says 
he “edits his own work.” I won’t linger on this point, 
and, given Snyder’s knack for journalism, I am sure his 
blog will grow in staff and editorial complexity.
 The Quad provides an impressive collection of 
news items and is often the first to break news — 
for example, Snyder’s reprint of a letter released by 
Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass) that said the Tufts post 
office would remain open appeared before the Daily 
reported the same story. Snyder links to corroborat-
ing sources and “triple checks” assertions.

 Snyder gets his news from a variety of sources, 
including WickedLocal and other Boston-area publi-
cations, and from events he attends on campus. The 
Quad is a kind of Tufts news trawler, and editors at 
other publications could improve the work they do 
by following the stories posted on the Quad.
 Snyder deftly navigates the Tufts bureaucracy for 
some stories — calling the university’s Facilities 
Department for a Nov. 10 post about a report of water 
contamination in Medford (something that had not 
yet been reported in any other campus publication), 
and interviewing Business Manager Annie Wong 
from the Campus Life Financial Office for his post 
criticizing the Daily’s coverage of Spirit of Color’s 
budget debacle with the TCU Senate.
 Snyder also uses skills he’s learned at Tufts. When 
he analyzed a Dining Services survey on the question 
of going trayless, he used “skills from a political sci-
ence class on survey design.”
 I also applaud Snyder for citing other publica-
tions in his reports. On Nov. 26 (it was Thanksgiving, 
Chris!), he reprinted with full credit a Daily article 
from the day before on the freedom of speech policy.

BY DUNCAN PICKARD

Duncan Pickard is a senior majoring in history. He is 
the Public Editor of the Media Advocacy Board and 
his opinions are strictly his own. He can be reached at 
tuftspubliceditor@gmail.com or through his blog at 
www.tuftsroundtable.org/publiceditor.

DESIGN BY EMILY COHANE-MANN
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David Heck is a senior majoring in phi-
losophy. He can be reached at David.Heck@
Tufts.edu.

when she starts to choke on her food. 
Are you going to give her the Heimlich 
or break a chair over her back? The 
chair option could work in theory, but 
it’s ridiculous, unnecessary and not 
even guaranteed to be effective. Same 
goes for golf club to the rear window. 
The story is extremely suspicious, to 
say the least.
 So where does this leave us? I hate 
to speculate, but under the circum-
stances, it’s pretty difficult not to. Tiger 
drove all of 100 feet from his house (a 
surprise, considering his driving aver-
age on the year is 298.4 yards … sorry, 
bad joke but I couldn’t help it). I don’t 
think he could have built up enough 
speed to give himself facial lacerations, 
and there was no blood found on the 
steering wheel, according to CNN.com.
 Perhaps it’s just me being cynical, 
but doesn’t it seem possible that Tiger 
got those cuts during the so-called 
“domestic issue?” And doesn’t it seem 
possible that Nordegren took the golf 
club to the car before the accident, and 
that perhaps that was the cause, at least 
in part, of the whole thing?
 Woods attempted to debunk such 
rumors in his statement, saying in a 
public statement, “My wife, Elin, acted 
courageously when she saw I was hurt 
and in trouble. She was the first person 
to help me. Any other assertion is abso-
lutely false.”
 Maybe that’s the truth. I have no 
greater insight into this incident than 
anybody else, besides the Woods family. 
But if that is indeed the case, then why 
has Tiger refused to say more about the 
event and why has he continually put 
off talking to the police?
 Woods has always had a pristine 
public image, and he’s always been 
able to keep his private life completely 
private — an amazing feat, consider-
ing he’s probably the most prominent 
athlete in the country. But I don’t think 
even his PR savvy will get him out of 
this squeaky clean. If an affair actually 
happened and that’s what led to this 
whole thing, then Tiger needs to come 
clean. If not, then Tiger still needs to 
explain what exactly happened.
 Staying silent will only work for so 
long; this won’t blow over, no matter 
how much Tiger wants it to. We’re all 
waiting to hear the truth.

Thanksgiving break full of action for numerous Tufts athletic teams
ICE HOCKEY: TUFTS 
WINS RUTLAND HERALD 
INVITATIONAL
 Despite tying Middlebury in its season 
opener, the Tufts ice hockey team came 
into the Rutland Herald Invitational, held at 
Castleton State in Rutland, Vt., looking to 
prove itself with its first victory of the year. 
After suffering a loss at Curry College on 
Tuesday, the Jumbos finally got one in the 
win column on Saturday, exploding for four 
third-period goals against Neumann to cap a 
5-2 win. The victory seemed to give the team 
the momentum it needed, as it won the invi-
tational by defeating the Castleton Spartans 
yesterday.
 After Tufts junior Zach Diaco and Neumann 
sophomore Matthew Valois traded power-
play goals in the first period on Saturday, the 
teams headed into the first intermission tied 
1-1. The lone goal in the second period was 
scored by Neumann freshman Jordan Zalba, 
again on the power play.
 From there, though, the game was all 
Tufts. Junior tri-captain Dylan Cooper opened 
the Jumbos’ scoring barrage seconds into the 
third period to tie the game at two, before 
Trevor John notched the go-ahead, and what 
eventually proved to be the game-winning,  
goal three minutes later. 
 Senior Cory Korchin added his first of the 
season to stretch the Jumbos’ lead to two, 
and junior Mike Vitale potted an empty-nett-
er to cap an inspiring third-period comeback.
 The win was all the more rousing because 
the Jumbos had been coming off a heart-
breaking loss to the undefeated Curry 
Colonels by a score of 4-3 last Tuesday.
 Tufts came into the matchup with an 0-1-1 
record, following the tie versus Middlebury 
and loss to Williams in the team’s opening 
weekend. Hoping to bounce back offen-
sively after getting shut out by the Ephs last 
Saturday, the Jumbos scored three goals but 
could not contain the Colonels’ attack.
 Despite some resilient play, Tufts was 
unable to stop Curry from nabbing a goal 
in the final minutes to earn the victory, as 
Colonel senior co-captain Sean Sylvester put 
the puck past Jumbos sophomore goalie 
Scott Barchard with barely two minutes to 
play in the final frame. Sylvester’s goal came 
on the power play, which proved to be the 
difference in the game: The Colonels went 
2-3 on their power play opportunities on 
Tuesday, while Tufts went only 1-5.
 The Jumbos earned a man advantage with 
a minute left to play and pulled their goalie 
with 39 seconds to go, but they weren’t able 
to come back for the third time in the game, 
falling to 0-2-1 on the season with the loss.
 The Jumbos, however, went on to win 
their next three games, including a win over 
Castleton in the final of the Rutland Herald 
Invitational. Five different players netted goals 
for Tufts against the Spartans, as the Jumbos 
won their second game in a row by a score of 
5-2. The contest was never in doubt, as Tufts 

went up 4-0 before Castleton got on the 
scoreboard. The tournament victory was the 
team’s first since the 2000 Coca-Cola Classic, 
and the Jumbos now stand at 2-2-1. Check 
tomorrow’s Daily for further coverage. 

— by Adam Pardes

MEN’S BASKETBALL: TERRIERS 
PULL AWAY IN SECOND HALF AS 
JUMBOS DROP THIRD STRAIGHT

 While the rest of the Tufts campus was 
home and hungry for a festive meal, the 
Tufts men’s basketball team was home for its 
first game in the renovated Cousens Gym on 
Tuesday night and hungry for its first win of 
the early season. But while many home-fed 
students filled their stomachs over break, the 
hoopsters were left as famished as ever after 
an 85-71 loss to Thomas College. The loss 
dropped Tufts to 0-3 on the young season, 
while the visiting Terriers continued their 
undefeated season and moved to 4-0. 
 With the game deadlocked at 59-59, the 
12th and final tie of the contest, and just 
under seven minutes to play, Thomas went 
on a 10-0 run highlighted by two layups 
from freshman Jarrad DeVaughn and a three-
pointer by junior tri-captain Isaiah Brathwaite. 
During the stretch, Tufts went scoreless for 
nearly four minutes and only managed to 
attempt one shot while turning the ball over 
four times. Despite a valiant Tufts comeback 
attempt with a quick 10-4 spurt, the Terriers 
held off the Jumbos by hitting all 10 of their 
free throws down the stretch in the last two 
minutes. 
 Thomas junior guard Andrew Duncanson 
led the way for the Terriers, scoring 15 of his 
game-high 25 points in the second half — a 
half that the Jumbos began leading 36-35. 
Until Thomas broke the game open late, the 
second half was a back-and-forth affair with 
neither team able to build a lead greater than 
five points. A Scott Anderson jumper gave 
Tufts a momentary lead at 56-51 advantage 
with 10 minutes to play, but the team could 
not hold on. 
 Anderson, a 6-foot-5 freshman, had 12 
points in his first home appearance. Senior 
co-captain Dave Beyel led Tufts with 18 
points, while classmate and co-captain Jon 
Pierce had 11 points and 10 rebounds for 
his first double-double of the season. The 
Jumbos shot 46 percent from the field but 
committed 18 turnovers, including four dur-
ing the crucial second-half stretch. 
 Thomas owned the offensive glass, rack-
ing up 15 offensive rebounds that generated 
14 second-chance points. The work on the 
boards helped Thomas overcome a poor 
shooting night (just 40 percent from the 
field) and may have been the key factor in an 
otherwise hotly contested game. 
 Still searching for their first win, the 
Jumbos will be chomping at the bit when 
they travel to Lesley on Tuesday night, kicking 

off a grueling week that features four games 
in six days. 

— by Alex Lach
 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL: FIVE 
JUMBOS HIT DOUBLE DIGITS IN 
WIN OVER ENDICOTT

 Further proving itself as a serious threat 
in both NESCAC and national competition, 
the Tufts women’s basketball team beat out 
Endicott on Tuesday by a score of 75-64 as 
the Jumbos handed the Gulls their first loss 
of the season. 
 Every starter for the Jumbos reached dou-
ble figures, led by the effort of senior Julia 
Baily. She put up 20 points and 15 rebounds, 
her third double-double in as many games, 
helping the Jumbos continue their solid start 
to the 2009-10 season. 
 Though Endicott had two quick baskets 
to get an early 4-0 lead, Tufts countered with 
a momentum-swinging 20-6 run thanks 
largely to the efforts of junior Vanessa Miller, 
who scored seven points during the span for 
the Jumbos. Tufts continued to dominate for 
the rest of the half, leading by as many as 23 
points and heading into intermission with a 
36-17 lead. 
 Despite the numbers, Endicott remained 
resilient and fought back hard in the second 
half with a 13-0 run of its own, cutting the 
deficit down to nine points. However, back-
to-back threes by junior Colleen Hart and 
sophomore Tiffany Kornegay around the 
12-minute mark put the lead back up to 15 
points. After an Endicott basket, the Jumbos 
hit consecutive threes again, this time from 
Hart and Miller, solidifying their cushion and 
elevating the score up to 59-40. 
 Endicott continued to battle and again 
cut the lead down to nine points, but a pair 
of late free throws from Miller sealed the 
win for the Jumbos. Kornegay joined Baily 
in the double-double club for Tufts with 
12 points and 12 rebounds, while Endicott 
senior Ceciley Chisholm had a game-high 
23 points, 21 of which she scored in the 
second half. 
 It was the fourth straight year the Jumbos 
have beaten Endicott, but for Tufts it was 
a far cry from last year’s 92-67 bludgeon-
ing of the Gulls. In that game, the Jumbos 
never trailed and emptied their entire bench. 
Tuesday, the Gulls made it interesting by 
shooting a blistering 73 percent from the 
field in the second half, although the deficit 
proved to be too much for them to counter, 
and Tufts still won by double digits.
 The win left the Jumbos at 2-1, but a 
60-50 victory over the nationally ranked No. 
9 Brandeis Judges on Sunday helped the 
Jumbos continue their hot start and gave 
them a three-game winning streak. See 
tomorrow’s Daily for further coverage.

— by Sarah Nasser

  
STATISTICS | STANDINGS

MON TUE WED THU FRI

Men’s 
Basketball 

at Lesley
8 p.m.

vs. Keene St.
7 p.m.

Women’s 
Basketball vs. Salem St.

7 p.m.

Ice Hockey
at New England 

College
7 p.m.

Men’s 
Swimming and 

Diving

at MIT 
Invitational
6:30 p.m.

Women’s 
Swimming and 

Diving

at MIT 
Invitational
6:30 p.m.

Men’s Indoor 
Track and Field

Men’s 
Squash   

 

Women’s 
Squash  

  vs. Wellesley 
(at Dana Hall)

7 p.m.

Individual Statistics

Dave Beyel
Jon Pierce
S. Anderson
Alex Goldfarb
Dan Cook
Bryan Lowry
Tom Selby
Sam Mason
Matt Galvin
James Long
M Lanchantin
Reed Morgan

Team

PPG 
17.0
16.0
9.0
6.0
5.7
2.3
2.0
2.0
1.3
0.7
0.5
0.0

62.3 

RPG
6.0
8.0
4.3
3.0
2.7
1.0
3.3
1.7
1.0
2.0
1.5
0.0

37.3

APG
0.3
1.0
0.7
1.3
1.0
1.0
0.0
0.7
3.0
0.7
0.0
0.3

8.7

Men's Basketball
(0-3, 0-0 NESCAC)

Amherst
Bates
Bowdoin
Colby
Conn. Coll.
Middlebury
Trinity
Tufts
Wesleyan
Williams

NESCAC
W
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

L
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

OVERALL
W
2
2
2
2
1
4
2
0
2
3

L
0
1
1
0
3
0
2
3
1
0

SCHEDULE | Nov. 30 - Dec. 4

Ice Hockey
(2-2-1, 0-0-1 NESCAC/ECAC East)

Bowdoin
Williams
Trinity
Middlebury
Amherst
Hamilton
Tufts
Colby
Wesleyan
Conn. Coll.

NESCAC OVERALL
W
2
2
2
1
1
1
0
0
0
0

L
0
0
0
0
1
1
1
2
2
2

T
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
0

W
3
3
3
2
2
2
1
1
1
0

L
0
0
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
4

T
0
1
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
0

Individual Statistics

Zach Diaco
Conor Pieri
Tom Derosa
Matt Amico
Mike Vitale
Dylan Cooper
Trevor John
Lindsay Walker
Dylan Plimmer
Doug Wilson
Team

G
3
1
1
2
1
3
2
1
1
0
16

  A 
2
4
4
2
3
0
1
2
2
3
29

Pts.
5
5
5
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
45

Goalkeeping
Scott Barchard

Team

S
207

207

GA
12

13

S %
.945

.941

Individual Statistics

Julia Baily
Colleen Hart
Kate Barnosky
T. Kornegay
Vanessa Miller
Lindsay Weiner
Katie Wholey
Bre Dufault
S. Robinson
Samantha Tye
D. Collins
Sarah Nolet

Team

PPG 
20.3
18.3
11.8
8.8
6.5
2.8
1.0
0.8
0.7
0.0
0.0
0.0

70.2

RPG
12.5
4.8
8.0
7.3
3.5
0.5
1.3
0.8
0.3
1.7
1.0
0.5

62.5

APG
0.3
2.3
2.0
3.0
2.5
0.8
0.5
0.3
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

11.5

Women's Basketball
(3-1, 0-0 NESCAC)

Amherst
Bates
Bowdoin
Colby
Conn. Coll.
Middlebury
Trinity
Tufts
Wesleyan
Williams

NESCAC
W
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

L
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

OVERALL
W
3
1
3
3
1
0
2
3
1
2

L
0
2
0
0
2
3
1
1
1
1

Women’s 
Indoor Track 

and Field
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Heck: Tiger needs 
to come clean 
with details
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the Minnesota Timberwolves on a 
last-second layup by Damien Wilkins, 
and they had the Heat on the ropes on 
Nov. 14 before Dwyane Wade nailed a 
three just before the buzzer to give his 
team an 81-80 win.
 The Nets failed to reach the playoffs 
in each of the last two seasons, and 
this year’s start proved to be the nail 
in the coffin for Frank. Team president 
Rod Thorn and general manager Kiki 
Vandeweghe are in the last year of 
their contracts, and New Jersey could 
clean house by the end of this year 
and truly start over.
 While things are not bright at the 

moment, Nets fans have a few rea-
sons to be hopeful for the future. A 
proposed move to Brooklyn could pay 
dividends, as could the sale of the 
team to Russian billionaire Mikhail 
Prokhorov. With over $20 million in 
cap room next summer and rapper 
Jay-Z as a part-owner, the Nets could 
possibly entice a prominent free agent 
to join the likes of Harris and Lopez to 
build a talented, young nucleus.
 But for the present, things in New 
Jersey are bleak. With the Dallas 
Mavericks coming to the Meadowlands 
on Wednesday, the Nets might be 
standing alone atop an infamous lad-
der as the team with the worst start in 
the history of the league.

usual impact. Then, the day before the 
game, head coach Tina McDavitt was 
rushed to the hospital for an emer-
gency appendectomy. She would not 
be able to coach her team against their 
toughest competition yet. But, despite 
these cards stacked against them, the 
team took the field confident in their 
depth and assistant coaches Dani 
Ryder and Craig Rowe.

 But in the first half, more bad 
luck befell the Jumbos. NFHCA New 
England West Region Player of the Year 
and First-Team All American Scholtes 
was removed from the game with a bro-
ken hand. In the second half, Salisbury 

put one goal in on the handicapped 
Jumbos, and time ran out before they 
could mount a comeback.
 “Basically it was an unlucky end to 
an otherwise amazing season,” NFHCA 
All-Star forward and senior co-captain 
Amanda Russo said. “I think it set the 
groundwork for next year … winning 
NESCACs was a huge accomplishment, 
and simply making the semifinals of 
the NCAA tournament is nothing to be 
ashamed of. We just have a lot to be 
proud of this season. I think we had 
a really strong [senior] class, but the 
underclassmen are ready to fill our 
roles because our depth was one of 
our strengths all season and it really 
showed at the end with everyone step-
ping up in a difficult situation.”
 Tufts will say goodbye to an 
extremely strong senior class in Russo, 
Scholtes, Kozumbo and Michelle Kelly, 
a 2008 All-Tournament selection and 
the team’s second-leading scorer. This 
season, the class of 2009 combined for 
31 goals and 78 points. Russo and Kelly 
controlled the wings on offense while 
Scholtes dominated in the midfield. 
Kozumbo was the rock on the left side 
of the defense, helping to keep Tufts’ 
opponents to 12 goals all season.
 “Looking back, it’s been a journey, to 
say the least,” Kozumbo said. “When I 
got here we weren’t as strong as we are 
today, and Tina [McDavitt] has just 
had a huge impact of the development 
on the program, and it’s paid off with 
her winning Coach of the Year twice 
in a row. I feel honored to have played 
with this team for four years.”
 “It’s just pretty amazing coming 
from my freshman year to see the pro-
gression and watch the younger girls 
adapt so quickly coming in with high 

expectations that I never had,” Kelly 
added. “I’m definitely going to miss 
all the girls on the team and watch-
ing everyone improving ... I think that 
whoever replaces us in the lineup 
will just keep it going and bringing it 
forward. There won’t be a change in 
momentum at all.”
 The Jumbos’ roster is stacked with 
underclassmen talent. Brown shat-
tered the program’s career points and 
goal totals this season, tallying 21 goals 
and 55 points for the team in just two 
complete seasons as she missed most 
of her first year due to an ACL injury. 
She also led the conference in every 
offensive category. Junior midfielder 
Third-Team All-American and First-
Team All-Region selection Amanda 
Roberts, known for elite athleticism 
and remarkable stick-handling, will 
join Brown on attack next year. The 
forward line will also see more time 
from impact player junior Melissa 
Burke, who tallied seven goals, and 
starting sophomore midfielder Lindsay 
Griffith, who had three goals and 10 
points.
 On defense, All-Region Second 
Team members Perkins and sopho-
more Taylor Dyer will be returning. 
Perkins is also the team’s penalty cor-
ner striker and has 19 offensive points 
on the season outside of her out-
standing defensive efforts. Sophomore 
Marianna Zak, who saved 45 shots 
this fall, will also be returning as the 
Jumbos’ goalkeeper.
 “So many players improved all sea-
son,” Kozumbo said. “The freshmen 
were great, the underclassmen are 
awesome, and I think they have a 
great shot at winning the whole thing 
next year.”

DAVID HECK | THE SAUCE

Into the 
Woods

I f you pay any attention to sports — 
or to national news in general — you 
know there was one story that domi-
nated the headlines and the air-

waves over Thanksgiving break: Tiger 
Woods got into a car crash that sent 
him to the hospital. If for some reason 
you were so busy eating turkey and 
stuffing that you managed not to hear, 
allow me to fill you in on the details.
 As reported by ESPN.com, Woods 
crashed into a fire hydrant and a tree 
close to his house as he was pulling out 
of the driveway at 2:25 a.m. on Friday 
morning. His wife, Elin Nordegren, 
allegedly heard the crash from the 
house, grabbed a golf club and broke 
the rear window of the vehicle in order 
to get her husband out of the car.
 When emergency response personnel 
arrived at the scene, they said that Tiger 
had cuts on his face and lips and that he 
was in and out of consciousness.
 Also of relevance to this event is the 
fact that the National Enquirer just 
last Wednesday reported that Woods 
was having an affair with “New York 
City party girl” Rachel Uchitel. Now, 
the Enquirer might not seem like the 
most reputable news source (because 
it’s not), but keep in mind that it was 
the very same Enquirer that nailed John 
Edwards for having an affair a couple of 
years ago.
 So, what do we make of this inci-
dent? Tiger released a statement on 
Sunday saying that the accident was his 
fault, but he failed to address numer-
ous questions about how it happened.
 Among them, the most pressing 
seems to be: What was Tiger doing leav-
ing his house in the wee hours of the 
morning on the day after Thanksgiving? 
Something tells me that Woods, who has 
made over $1 billion over the course of 
his career, wasn’t trying to get a jump 
on the Black Friday sales at Macy’s. 
TMZ.com has reported that Woods and 
Nordegren both told police that there 
was a “domestic issue” before the crash, 
but this has yet to be confirmed pub-
licly — by Woods, Nordegren or the 
police.
 Further, what caused Tiger to crash? 
In my mind, there are three acceptable 
reasons for getting into a single-car 
crash:
 1. You’re driving in a new area with 
limited visibility (let’s say due to dark-
ness or a snowstorm) and, before you 
know it, your car and Mr. Oak Tree have 
become close friends.
 2. You lose control for whatever rea-
son, such as hydroplaning or slipping 
on black ice, and hit something.
 3. John Daly is driving your car.
 Tiger did not crash for any of those 
reasons and, further, police say they 
do not believe alcohol was a factor. So 
what exactly happened? 
 I don’t know how fast you go when 
you’re pulling out of your driveway, 
but I’m going an easy five-to-10 miles 
per hour. If I were to hit something, 
it would dent the car and that’s about 
it — it wouldn’t leave me unconscious 
and bleeding. Was Tiger really going 
fast enough to be injured? If so, why? 
The possible answers lead us into my 
final — and perhaps most important — 
question …
 What in the world is going on with 
Nordegren and the golf club? This is the 
murkiest part of the entire ordeal. If she 
witnessed or heard the crash (the latter 
being unlikely due to the size of the 
Woods estate), what would cause her 
to grab a golf club and not, you know, 
the backup keys to the car? My mother 
insists that it’s easy to get flustered in 
these types of situations, and I guess 
that’s fair enough, but then why did she 
break in the rear window of the car? It 
would make more sense to break in one 
of the passenger windows — either the 
one in the front or the two in the back 
seat — to unlock the car (by the way, 
why were all the car doors locked?) 
rather than the rear.
 I guess that one can also be answered 
with the “flustered defense,” but you can 
only play that card so much. Imagine 
you’re out at dinner with someone 

DYLAN COOPER, ICE HOCKEY

 Tufts’ offense exploded for 10 goals in two games at the Rutland Herald Invitational, with 
junior tri-captain Dylan Cooper scoring a goal in each game. 
 On Sunday, in the tournament’s championship game, Cooper was the fifth and final Jumbo 
to score, with his goal coming on the power play in the third period. The 5-2 win was never 
in doubt, as Tufts scored two minutes into the first period and netted three more goals before 
Castleton State responded. The tournament victory was the team’s first since winning the 2000 
Coca-Cola Classic.
 Saturday’s matchup with Neumann College was a tenser affair. Tufts trailed by a goal heading 
into the third period, and the Jumbos were on the verge of dropping their third straight game. 
But 12 seconds after the puck was dropped, Cooper netted the equalizer off feeds from juniors 
Tom DeRosa and Conor Pieri. Tufts would go on to score three more times to get a 5-2 win.
 Cooper also scored a game-tying power play goal on Tuesday against Curry College, but Tufts 
went on to lose the game 4-3.

A DENNETT /TUFTS DAILY

Athletes of the Week
JULIA BAILY, WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

 While the rest of Tufts was away on Thanksgiving break, senior Julia Baily of the women’s 
basketball team was dominating the court, earning double-doubles in two games to give her 
four straight to start the season.
 Against nationally ranked No. 9 Brandeis on Sunday, Baily and the Jumbos derailed the 
Judges’ 15-game regular season non-conference winning streak with a 60-50 Tufts win. Baily’s 
15 rebounds and 20 points on the night led both teams.
 In Tuesday’s faceoff against the Endicott Gulls, Baily posted identical numbers, again leading 
the Jumbos in points with 20 and leading both teams in rebounds with 15 to register her third 
consecutive double-double.  Coming into the match, the Gulls were undefeated, but a 75-64 
Tufts victory changed that.  
 So far, Baily’s offensive efforts have her leading Tufts in both points and rebounds. The team’s 
3-1 record is largely a product of the senior’s play. With Tufts short on post players this season, 
Baily will continue to be relied upon to keep up her impressive 20.3 points and 12.5 rebounds 
averages for the Jumbos throughout the season.

ANDREW MORGENTHALER/TUFTS DAILY

Seniors confident in talent of underclassmen 
 FIELD HOCKEY 
 continued from page 1 2

see THE SAUCE, page 10

Frank is first victim of Nets’ dismal start to season
 NBA 
 continued from page 1 2

“Looking back, it’s been a 
journey, to say the least. 

When I got here we weren’t 
as strong as we are today, 
and Tina [McDavitt] has 

just had a huge impact of 
the development on the pro-
gram, and it’s paid off with 

her winning Coach of the 
Year twice in a row. I feel 

honored to have played with 
this team for four years.”

Emma Kozumbo
senior defender

 The team’s best player, 
[Devin] Harris, has played 
in just six games due to a 

nagging groin injury, while 
a similar ailment has kept 

[Courtney] Lee, who averaged 
8.4 points per game for the 

Eastern Conference champion 
Magic last season, from taking 

a significant step forward.
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 The New Jersey Nets were 
expected to be bad, but no 
one in the Garden State was 
envisioning this: an 0-17 start 
to the 2009-10 season and a 
historic place among the worst 
of the NBA’s worst teams.
 Conventional wisdom said 
that the Nets’ slide would end 
on Friday night in Sacramento. 
The Kings had lost four of their 
last five heading into the con-
test, and they were without 
their leading scorer, shooting 
guard Kevin Martin. But falling 
into a 22-point first-half defi-
cit quickly erased any hope 
of New Jersey putting one in 
the win column, and a visit to 
the defending champion Los 
Angeles Lakers on Sunday sent 
the Nets to 0-17. 
 That 17th loss ties the mark 
for the worst start in NBA his-
tory, held by the expansion 
Miami Heat in 1988-89 and 
the 1999 Los Angeles Clippers. 
Though the Nets were an 
unlikely playoff contend-
er, their start is still hard to 
believe. Coach Lawrence Frank 
became the first to get the 
axe yesterday, failing to last 
through the team’s four-game 
road trip. So how did things 

spiral out of control for New 
Jersey?
 When the season began, 
there was some reason for 
optimism. Though the trade 
of Vince Carter to the Orlando 
Magic signaled that New Jersey 
was rebuilding, the Nets still 
could build around one of the 
better young point guards in 
the game in All-Star Devin 
Harris, as well as talented sec-
ond-year big man Brook Lopez 
and the emerging Yi Jianlian. 
And the trade didn’t exactly 
leave the cupboard total-
ly bare: New Jersey did get 
another second-year standout 
in guard Courtney Lee. 
 But thanks to injuries and 
offensive issues, the Nets have 
the worst record in the league 
as the calendar rolls into 
December. The team’s best 
player, Harris, has played in 
just seven games due to a nag-
ging groin injury, while a simi-
lar ailment has kept Lee, who 
averaged 8.4 points per game 
for the Eastern Conference 
champion Magic last season, 
from taking a significant step 
forward. 
 Additionally, a knee sprain 
to Yi has kept him out of com-
mission since Nov. 2 and has 
played a large part in the 
team’s offensive struggles. 

While Lopez has looked even 
better this year than in his 
rookie campaign, upping his 
averages to almost 18 points 
and nine rebounds a game, 
the Nets are woefully thin 
in the frontcourt after him. 
Trenton Hassell, who was 
merely a serviceable bench 
player a few years back, is 
not only starting, but leading 
the team in minutes. Neither 
he nor Josh Boone, who has 
been getting most of the play-
ing time alongside Lopez, can 
help shoulder the offensive 
load.
  The Nets have received con-
tributions from their guards, 
particularly Chris Douglas-
Roberts, who has become a 
reliable scorer and is averag-
ing over 17 points in his sec-
ond NBA season. Still, New 
Jersey is the lowest-scoring 
and worst-shooting team in 
the league. The Nets have 
cracked the 100-point barrier 
exactly once — a game that 
they lost by 19 points to the 
5-10 Washington Wizards.
 The Nets have had their 
chances to get that elusive first 
victory. They lost their opener 
after blowing a 19-point lead 
at the Target Center against 

 Although it didn’t end the way any-
one wanted, the 2009 field hockey 
season was an impressive follow-up 
to Tufts’ groundbreaking 2008 cam-
paign. Despite falling 1-0 to the even-
tual national champion, Salisbury 
University, in the NCAA semifinals, the 
Jumbos have a lot to be proud of. 
 This season saw a long list of acco-
lades for the program: a NESCAC 
Coach of the Year award, the NESCAC 
Player of the Year, three National Field 
Hockey Coaches Association (NFHCA) 
All-Americans, the New England West 
Region Player of the Year award, five All-
Region selections, two Senior-All Star 
picks and the program’s first NESCAC 
Championship Title.
 “I think that the season overall was 
very successful,” senior co-captain 
midfielder Margi Scholtes said. “And 
even though we didn’t win the nation-
al championship, we won our first 
NESCAC tournament at Trinity, which 
is such a huge accomplishment along 
with our record of 18-2.”
 “It’s a little bit bitter, sure,” senior 
defender Emma Kozumbo said. “The 
wound is definitely still there, but one 
championship at a time. It was a huge 
step winning NESCACs.”
 Last year, it was Bowdoin that dashed 
Tufts’ hopes of the conference and 
national titles, defeating the Jumbos by 
one goal in both championship games. 
But with the Polar Bears absent from the 
NCAA Tournament, the Jumbos were 
suddenly the team everyone wanted to 
beat.
 “Because we did so well last year, we 
were just really excited to play at the 
highest level we could again,” junior 
midfielder Jess Perkins said. “We knew 
that we had some big shoes to fill, but 
we also wanted to prove the strength 
of our program by having a successful 
postseason with a new team.”
 For the first 10 games, no one could 
beat Tufts. Possible threats Middlebury 
and Amherst were defeated in two-goal 
games in the first week, and it seemed 
the Jumbos were well on their way to 

another perfect regular season. Then, 
on Oct. 17, Tufts came face-to-face with 
the only other undefeated team left in 
the conference: Trinity. Falling 2-1 in 
overtime and giving up the NESCAC 
No. 1 spot, the Jumbos had to regroup 
after their first regular season loss in 
30 games. The team went on to shut 
out its next five opponents, outscoring 
their challengers 19-0, heading into 
the postseason 13-1 overall with their 
sights set on the title and a rematch 
with the Bantams on Trinity’s turf.
 “After the first Trinity game, we were 
really disappointed,” Perkins said. “But 
I think it ended up benefitting us to 
have a humbling experience in the reg-
ular season. It forced us to work that 
much harder so we were more prepared 
come playoffs.”

 Entering the NESCAC Tournament as 
the second seed didn’t slow down the 
squad, as the Jumbos continued to win 
big. They easily handled Wesleyan and 
Williams 2-0 and 3-0 respectively to 
earn a chance at revenge. The Jumbos 
took advantage of their second shot at 
the Bantams, coming through with a 3-2 
victory and earning a championship in 
the hardest conference in Div. III.
 “I think beating Trinity for the sec-
ond time was big because it showed 
we could bounce back from not having 
the undefeated season we had going 
into NESCACs last year,” Kozumbo said. 
“Revenge was sweet.”
 With the title, No. 4 Tufts was guar-
anteed one of the 24 spots in the NCAA 
Tournament. The Jumbos’ record helped 
them earn the right to host the second 

and third rounds on Bello Field and 
a bye for the first round of play. MIT 
won the chance to take on the Jumbos 
but fell 5-1. The next day, Tufts sent 
Skidmore College home in a 4-1 victory 
and punched their second consecutive 
ticket to the Final Four and a face-off 
with four-time champ Salisbury.
 However, the celebration didn’t last 
as long as the Jumbos had hoped. 
Junior forward and NESCAC Player of 
the Year Tamara Brown, a junior who 
became the program’s leading scorer 
this season, had a pulled hamstring 
and was not able to perform at her full 
potential. Kozumbo fell ill before the 
trip and, despite planning on starting 
symbolically, was not able to have her 

SportsSports
FIELD HOCKEY

Tufts earns first NESCAC title, but year ends in heartbreak
 BY CLAIRE KEMP 
 Daily Staff Writer 

see FIELD HOCKEY, page 11

STEVE SMITH/TUFTS DAILY

Despite the loss in the national semifinals, the Tufts field hockey team had another successful campaign. The Jumbos finished 18-2, won 
their first NESCAC title and had three players named All-Americans.

INSIDE NBA

Winless New Jersey Nets a team that may live in infamy
 BY ETHAN LANDY 
 Daily Editorial Board 

see NBA, page 11

MCT

After falling to the Lakers on Sunday, Chris Douglas-Roberts and the rest 
of the New Jersey Nets are tied with the 1988-89 Heat and 1999 Clippers 
for the worst start to a season, as each team lost its first 17 games.
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