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Abstract

White women, as an electoral group, have consistently voted in the majority for the
Republican candidate in every presidential election since 1952, except for two. While this
phenomenon as a whole has been studied by scholars over the past few decades, few scholars
have taken a qualitative look at white female conservatives and their relationship to political
misogyny in the Trump and post-Trump era. Between 2016 and 2020 alone, white women
increased their vote for Donald Trump by 5 percentage points, whereas white men decreased
their vote by 13 points (Igielnik et al. 2021). What about those four years of the Trump
Administration (which was riddled with sexual assault allegations, the defunding of women’s
health care and child care as well as misogynistic actions) made conservative white women
increase their votes by such a degree? This paradox of often sexist beliefs combined with
increased white female voter support led me to embark on the following thesis project to explore
the qualitative side of this previously data-driven finding through in-depth interviews with seven
white conservative women residing in different regions across the country.

This study finds that the 2022 white women’s space within conservatism is complex and
paradoxical at first glance and close to the heart of those within the movement. While their
expressions of conservatism fall along many of the lines of traditionalist female scholars of the
past, the women interviewed breathe new life into the movement through their pride for their
country and their families as well as against the rampant corruption they see in the media and
politics. These women also inhabit a place of insecure power from systems of racism that at once
benefit them and cause them political dismay amidst of a world of racial reckoning. Equally
faced with the ideological paradox of agreeing with gender equality and fighting against the
liberal women’s movement, conservative white women sidle between progressive expressions of
gendered empowerment and traditional forms of womanhood and motherhood, therefore,
bringing arguments of feminist expression to the forefront when voting for a candidate
expressing sexist remarks. Lastly, the women are also situated between ties to their traditional
Christian family values, their roles as mothers and the intense political discussions of race,
gender and politics of the moment — each culminating in a crossroads of both the 2016 and 2020
elections and its Republican candidate who confidently brought these issues to the forefront.
Some were turned off by his bombastic tweets, controversial personality and sexist campaign
sayings, but many chose to look past it for the sake of the policies and protection Trump
espoused to them and their families.

v
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Chapter 1: Introduction

L Opening Thoughts

White women, as an electoral group, have consistently voted in the majority for the
Republican candidate in every presidential election since 1952, except for two.! While this
phenomenon as a whole has been studied by scholars over the past few decades, few scholars
have taken a qualitative look at the white women supporting conservatives in the Trump and
post-Trump era, even amongst rampant misogyny. Between 2016 and 2020 alone, white women
increased their vote for Donald Trump by 5 percentage points, whereas white men decreased
their vote by 13 points (Igielnik et al. 2021, Appendix A). What about those four years of the
Trump Administration (which was riddled with sexual assault allegations, the defunding of
women’s health care' and child care'¥ as well as misogynistic actions*) made conservative white
women increase their votes by such a degree? This paradox of often sexist beliefs combined with
increased white female voter support led me to embark on the following thesis project to explore
the qualitative side of this previously data-driven finding.

Much of the existing research pertains to the quantitative aspect of voting trends or takes a
qualitative/organizational approach outside of the contemporary Trump and post-Trump era
(Schreiber 2008). What remains to be explored is the qualitative side to the identities, political
beliefs, and values which influence on white female voters currently. By taking such an
approach, I provide in-depth answers about the identity and voting motivations of white
conservative women at the heart of the movement nationally.

11. Brief Explanation on Methodology

Over the course of my thesis, I utilize in-depth interviews with eight women across the

country to discover the hidden side of their political socialization, motivations, and identity as
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white conservative women. Recruitment will take place via email or phone calls with language
pre-approved by the Tufts Institutional Review Board (IRB), with participants allowed to
recommend future participants to interview (snowball method). Similarly, within the semi-
structured interviews, a comprehensive and IRB-approved question guide will also be used.
Qualitative thematic analysis of the interviews using coding software in Dedoose is utilized in
the study. All coding and written analysis is my own.

111 Research Questions

To begin, the broadest of my research questions ask about the contextual variables that may
contribute to the political support of white conservative women. The question is as follows:
What are the social and political-cultural factors contributing to white American women’s
continued support for Trump and conservative candidates in general, despite the supposed
paradox of voting as a woman for an often-named sexist candidate? The motivation behind this
question is to take a sociological perspective on an inherently political outcome. By stepping
back from the end result (a majority vote for conservative politicians currently) and focusing on
the background of such actions (political socialization, identity, group membership or other
cultural influences), a greater understanding of voter choice and political support can be achieved
qualitatively. Additionally, the latter part of the question, stated as ‘despite paradoxical views of
sexism,’ regards the potential differences in how sexism is explained in traditional academic
settings in comparison to the perspectives of the participants. Thus, the essential importance of
this question is two-fold: 1) discovering and defining social, political, and cultural factors that
contribute to the voting outcome, and 2) analyzing the current paradoxical logic of voting for a
often-named sexist candidate as a woman, which may not be the accurate view when coming

from the perspective of the participants. In this way, this question is theoretical in identifying the
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possible factors, normative in addressing the current appearance of illogicality, and descriptive in
defining what sexism or other terms means vis-a-vis the participants.

In collaboration with the first question, the second pertains to the quantitative side of this
phenomenon, regarding the data behind the voting trends. It asks: how does the 2016 and 2020
presidential voting trends on white conservative women support the conclusions drawn from the
interview process and historical trends? This question originated from a set of Pew Research
Center data' that explained how white women increased their vote for Trump between those two
years by a greater degree than other demographics. The paradox was in the numbers — how could
women vote for a candidate that continued or even increased his misogynistic behavior over his
time in office? The answer to that question cannot not be answered just from the quantitative
data alone; more information needs to be derived from the participants themselves. A careful
balance between qualitative and quantitative evidence is the heart of this research question in
order to focus both on the humanity or identity of the participants and to still expose the
numerical evidence behind their actions.

To bring in a historical piece to the analysis of the current situation, the third question
interrogates the way in which the history of white women’s conservatism interacts with the
current status of political support. The question is stated as: how does the historical context of
conservative white female identity and political beliefs from the 1970s to the modern era inform
the political outcomes of that group today? Given that white women have traditionally voted in
the majority for conservative candidates since 1952,"! I include answers to this question
throughout my thesis that looks at the historical literature of this phenomena and how it informs

the present, mostly about feminism and women’s political thought. Much of the answer to this
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question remains within the literature review chapter, however, historical context is supplied
throughout the analytic chapters as well. This question is descriptive in its nature.

In conclusion, the fourth question asks how we may be able to interpret how the factors of
political beliefs and demographic identities work together to create the political result. With that
in mind, the second question reads: What broader conclusions can be drawn about the identity
intersection of conservatism, race, and gender from conversations with conservative white
women? 1 choose this question as a mode of analysis for the interview responses in order to delve
deeper into how these cultural and identity-based factors change the participant’s outlook on life,
feminism, sexism, and politics. This question is largely descriptive, in order to further define the
factors mentioned and their relationship to one another.

V. Implications of the Study

By speaking to the women at the center of the movement who urge greater support of
conservative candidates with tendencies to purport misogyny, the field will gain new ideas about
feminism, sexism and conservative identity. These theories will contribute to the overall
comprehension of a highly powerful electorate group to aid either party in their policy plans to
gain additional votes during election seasons. Additionally, this research has the power to inform
policy about extremism and insurrection, as some of the women carry beliefs similar to groups
that have been linked to radical alt-right communities such as QAnon"!! and those who
participated in the January 6' attack on the Capitol.™* Being cognizant of the origins and identity

of white conservative women have important political and theoretical contributions to the field of

political science and beyond.
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V. Personal Interest

While women have been the center of my academic focus for years, I became particularly
intrigued in the topic of white conservative women during the 2020 presidential election and the
reading I did during that time. My thesis and its sociological methodology were heavily
influenced by my reading of Arlie Hochschild’s Strangers in Their Own Land, in which a
sociologist interviews and spends many months with conservative citizens in one of the most
polluted regions of the US: “Cancer Valley,” Louisiana (Hochschild 2016). The apparent
paradoxical nature of these citizens voting for conservative politicians who continue to support
policies that pollute their own backyards was fascinating to both Hochschild and myself. How
did they come to and rationalize their voting choices, despite the negative outward impacts it had
on their lives? What groups were the citizens members of? Through Hochschild’s lens of
paradoxical voter issues, I had struggled to understand how white women, as an electoral group,
increased their vote by such a degree between 2016 and 2020 for President Trump; a man known
for his misogynistic beliefs and actions.*

The second part of my interest lies within my own identity as a white woman, but on the
other side of the political spectrum. This thesis was an opportunity for me to face my own biases
and curiosities about conservatism and to challenge my own perspectives on a community with
far different beliefs from my own. As with all research, the purpose was to stay as neutral and
open as possible in all steps of the process; however, it is important to note the possibility of
human error and biases that could have been overlooked in the research design and analysis.

Vi Outline of Subsequent Chapters

The outline for the subsequent chapters follows that of a traditional paper or thesis. In my

next chapter, I discuss what academia already exists in relation to white conservative women and
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their beliefs and how it could be better, through a literature review. Topics include similar
research to my own in methodology, the influences of race, gender and feminism on the political
movement, and historical background about the group. The next chapter is oriented towards
methodology to describe my recruitment, interview, and analysis methods. The following
chapters will first define the group (their identities, values and motivations), where Trump
fulfills their voting wishes, how feminism and sexism interact and lastly, greater conclusions
drawn across the trends of all the interviews with the women. The last conclusionary chapter will
be with regards to my findings and the next steps of the research in the field. I will end by
answering the “why” question of my research — what is the importance of white conservative

women and their actions?
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Chapter 2: Literature Review
What is Known About Conservative White Women Today?
In telling the story of white conservative women in America, one could turn to many

places — their history, or conservative ideology in general, their voting patterns, or even the
groups they join. Behind each of these lies uncertainties and the truth about what the women of
this group truly stand for, since few scholars have taken the time to ask about their identity and
beliefs beyond conjectures and quantitative analysis. In this thesis, I fill in the gaps of the
following literature, aided by a modern take on the analysis of conservative women and the
impacts they make. Without knowing who makes up this influential voting group, there will
remain a profound misunderstanding of their current place and power in American society.

The following literature review contains a thematic secession of literature areas that
contribute to the understanding of white women who identify under the spectrum of
conservatism (conservative, Republican, libertarian etc.). Some draw from political science
research, others focus on sociological pathways or quantitative methods exclusively — effectively
replicating the type of research that will proceed throughout this thesis. I focus first on
identifying the different strains of conservatism in the United States today to give ideological
context to the history of white conservative women and how they unite or disagree over political
matters today. Within this historical realm, an essential theme emerges about liberal vs.
conservative strands of feminism and how the two can exist under the same definition. Many
scholars have conjectured about this paradox and thus provides additional background to the
question of the intersection between gender, race, class and political orientation that will come
up in many of the interviews in the later chapters.

Both ideology and female identity come into play with the given case study of this thesis:

the 2016 and 2020 voting outcomes for white women favoring President Donald Trump.
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Scholars have looked into the social or political reasons behind each case, but never on the
personal or organizational level as produced here. Other case studies speaking to the illogicality
of voting against your interests, whether it be economic or environmental can also be
illuminating to explain why women vote for a misogynistic candidate such as Donald Trump
(Harp 2018). Lastly, each of these literature themes come together in the final section about
women’s conservative organizations or leadership that serve as past examples of current
phenomenon. In finding little research specifically on the contemporary topic of white
conservative women, I include the main areas that look at the group in recent history through the
lens of their ideology, membership and impact to put forth a gap in the literature that is filled by
this thesis.

L Conservative Ideology and Women'’s Perspectives

To begin, conservatism has been studied by many scholars who approach the field to
understand the history, transformations and belief systems of a large US population. In its most
condensed format, conservatism is an expansive ideology with foundations in traditionalism,
desires for a small government and free market system, as well as the preservation of certain
social ideals (Kimmage 2019). Aberbach writes, in their landmark study about contemporary
American conservatism, that it remains belief system always reminiscent of the past and defined
by its opposition to change: “[They] are trying to conserve something, but what they are trying to
conserve may no longer exist or may even be defined in terms of an ideal world...[it is] marked
by resistance to ideas and policies advocated by non-conservatives or by skepticism about
changes,” (Aberbach 2017, 2). By being opposed to change, this definition can apply to the
documented resistance to the new policies and cultural identities that make up the US, often

making conservatives overwhelmingly opposed to abortion, non-heterosexual marriage and
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affirmative action, as well as in favor of the death penalty and strong defense expenditures
(Aberbach 2017, 34). Upon examining the platform proposed by the Republican National
Committee, some main themes and goals come up for the years 2016 and 2020. They believe in
freedom, American exceptionalism, the fundamentals of the constitution and the military.
Republicans ran on an agenda of rebuilding the economy with job creation, fair and simple taxes
for growth, free trade, religious and speech freedom, gun rights, limited immigration and a focus
on agricultural protection.* Each of these goals together speak to the importance of liberty, small
government and traditionalist narratives on social issues.

There is also a more radical side of conservatism, including the Tea Party extension,
known for its opposition to public expenditures on education and the environment but favoring
social security and Medicare benefits for people like themselves who have “earned them.”
(Aberbach 2017, 83). These anxieties about changing demographics, culture and shifts away
from older traditions founded in white, patriarchal privilege can even lead towards violence and
extremism (Mudde 2018). While many of these conservative frameworks could be applied
towards the beliefs of the different individuals interviewed in this thesis, the literature
infrequently mentions the impact or inclusion of women in their narratives. Gender and feminine
relationships to conservativism have been somewhat explored through the time periods of the
1960s and the early 2000s (including relations to white supremacy), although none look at the
modern context of post-Trump conservative feminism and current white female political support
(Klatch 1987, Blee 1991 and Critchlow 2005). Given this, the ideological or identity-based level
in the contemporary contexts of conservative women has been thoroughly unexplored and the

field will therefore be served by this thesis examination.
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Through surveying the works of white female thought leaders in conservatism and
women’s place in society, notably Mary Ann Glendon, Christina Hoff Sommers and Sarah Palin,
a diverse narrative emerges about how the ideology of this group appears. In its essence, there is
no distinct answer about what white female conservative ideology can look like. For example,
Glendon, a Harvard law professor and Catholic US Ambassador to the Holy See, rejects the ideal
of “radical feminism” and holds true to her identity as a social conservative (Klatch 1987, The
Catholic University of America). She writes in favor of abortion restrictions and keeping the
traditional structures of family and religious groups — representing a classical view on social
issues and their legal framing within female conservatism (Glendon 1975, Glendon 1987, The
Catholic University of America). Sommers is a more recent example of conservatism around
women’s thought, identifying as an “equity feminist” through her opposition to radical feminism
and its “irrational hostility to men.” (Sommers 2009). Much of her writing has to do with the
overemphasis on gendered issues and seeing issues through a gendered prism, instead arguing for
philosophy that promotes rights for all and does not argue for the existence of the patriarchy
(Sommers 1994, Sommers 2000). She does not fall under the classification of social
conservatism, but more in the direction of libertarianism, through a focus on equality for all, not
an expressive and singular emphasis on women only. Another prominent thought leader in the
women’s conservative movement is Sarah Palin, and in conversation with KellyAnne Conway,
they promote themselves as feminists (Schrieber 2018 and McCarver 2012) in order to appeal to
traditional maternal appeals of family, politics and motherhood.

Each of these different trajectories of thought show the differentiated nature of
conservatism and feminism, often in resistance to the first and second waves of liberal feminist

thought. What emerges is a diverse conversation about the issues, interpretations, judgement

10
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calls and social restructuring that occurs within the sphere of white female conservatism. A
contemporary reexamination of these ideological structures and how they impacted the vote
choices of white women in the 2016 and 2020 election is present in this thesis. Given the
literature presented here, a smaller research question can be asked: what beliefs do white
conservative women hold today and how do they compare to the diverse conservative thought
that has existed in the past?

11. The History of 1970s Anti-feminism, Social Conservatism and Racist Radicalism

In turning to the historical field, some inclusion of women is written about in the
scholarly literature, but often about the anti-feminist movement of the 1970s. Even amongst the
radicalism of the women’s liberation movement of that era, a new radicalism emerged alongside
it — antifeminism and the anti-ERA movement led by Phyllis Schlafly (Klatch 1987, Critchlow
2005, Blee 1998, Rymph 2006 and Spruill 2017). This is an area many scholars have studied
with intensity, through examining the grandeur of grassroots organizing, the paradox of
conservative femininity and how the followers of the movement came to their beliefs. One
important study divides the conservative female movement into two important sections: social
conservatives and laissez-faire conservatives (Klatch 1987). The first is rooted in religious
beliefs and traditional social values, while the other side is focused on economic and individual
liberty. This makes female conservatives a diverse group with distinct views on “human nature,
men and women’s roles, the function of government and the ideal society,” (Klatch 1987, 6). In
fact, social conservatives are the only ones who hold onto to traditional notions of gender and the
family in contrast to those who see them simply as rational, self-interested, and autonomous
actors. (Klatch 1987, 9). The one thing these historical groups can agree upon is the hatred of

liberal feminism, not for its attack on the family and the nurturer role of women or for

11
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prioritizing women’s needs above others, but for its supposed creation of big government (Klatch
1987, 149-151). If family roles are diminished, various governmental agencies must step in to
help, thus extending their reach. Other authors see Phyllis Schlafly (the head of the anti-ERA
movement) and women’s integration into the GOP political system as symbolic to these fights
because women wanted to keep traditional modes of culture and life within the mainstream by
using their own political power as afforded by the patriarchal system. (Spruill 2017, Critchlow
20015, Rymph 2006). This idea of antifeminism in a more modern context will come up later in
the literature review.

In a more general sense, two scholars look into the antifeminist organizations of that era
and their contribution to these ideologies above (Rymph 2006 and Blee 1998). Marshall in
particular studied how organizations with strong conservative female membership espoused
rhetoric that feminism equaled everything wrong with liberal policies. They state: “Its
association with the 1960s sexual revolution facilitated allegations of excess and immorality;
feminists were held responsible for injuries to children that included sexual victimization,
homosexual recruitment and juvenile delinquency,” (Marshall 1998). Welfare dependency was
portrayed as the inevitable outcome of feminists disparagement of fatherhood and traditional
family life.” (Marshall 1998, 173). Rymph echoes Klatch in their writing on women’s social
conservatism during this period because antifeminists demonized the word ‘feminism’ itself in
order to achieve their political and socio-cultural and religious views (Rymph 2006, Klatch
1987).

While viewing the history of the antifeminism movement is integral to understanding the
beginnings of the contemporary conservative women’s movement, it does not tell the full story

of today. None of these authors take race into consideration, nor were they able to speak to how

12
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these histories impact current statuses and identities of the white conservative women featured in
this study. Furthermore, how do the legacies of Phyllis Schlafly and antifeminism still exist
today and how have they changed? Have conservative women in the modern era significantly
changed their identity, political beliefs and distaste for feminism? All these questions remain
unexplored until this point.

Another large section of historical background on white women (mostly conservative) is
the study of women in the hate movements, notably within white supremacy. Whereas the
previous authors ignored race in the consideration of antifeminism, white women are thoroughly
explored within this subject (McRae 2019 and Blee 1991, 2002). Although utilizing this
literature to draw assumptions about white conservative women would be a stretch since not all
follow or espouse white supremacist ideals, it is an interesting narrative about how white women
put aside certain beliefs to join groups that may serve other parts of their identity better.

McRae and Blee are both the stand-out scholars in this field for their work on
understanding segregationists and hate groups. Blee’s scholarship is most notable to this thesis
through their scanning of Ku Klux Klan and other extremist group’s belief systems and
memberships (Blee 1991, 2002). The historical documents since the 1920s leads scholars to
believe that even though 25% of members in hate groups are women, it is not the patriarchal
nature that draws them to the groups. Blee writes that “few [women] would benefit from the
patriarchal nature of right-wing agendas, at least to the extent that white class-privileged
Protestant men might,” (Blee 2002, 109). The decline of the education system (in their eyes,
since many schools were run by Catholics) and “the importance placed on motherhood of Aryan
children” drew women to these groups because leaders believed they had the “insight and

responsibility to undertake the political work required to restore America to a former glory of
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white Protestant domination”, even if their membership may go against their best interests (Blee
2002, 112). Although utilizing this literature to draw assumptions about white conservative
women would be a stretch since not all follow or espouse white supremacist ideals, it is an
interesting narrative about how white women put aside certain beliefs to join groups that may
serve other parts of their identity better. Two other authors on the subject of white supremacy,
Daniels and Frankenberg, look into how white women are complicit in systems of racism
through their upbringing and everyday experiences (Daniels 2021, Frankenberg 1993). While
racism is not the main subject of the following interview methodology, white racial identity is an
important membership and voting indicator of women who support President Trump and other
prominent conservative politicians. In this way, past authors have often equated white female
conservatism with support for white supremacy, when that might not necessarily be the case
within the identity or point of view of the participants in this study.

111 Relevant Voting Literature

Before getting into other specific theories as to why white women voted for President
Trump in 2016 and increased their vote in 2020, it is important to examine the literature on the
quantitative trends of those elections pertaining to race and gender. Jane Junn and Natalie
Masuoka offer a surprising explanation that differs from the classic voting literature on women:
when scholars look at the factor white racial identity, women no longer identify clearly with
Democrats (Junn 2017, Junn and Masuoka 2019). In fact, white women are often the only group
of female voters who support Republican Party candidates. This pattern has also occurred for
decades, with white women voting for the Republican candidate in the majority for every
election except two since 1952 (Friedersdorf 2018). This finding served as the landmark for

future analysis that did not just see female voters as different from men, but different along racial
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identity as well (Junn 2017, Junn and Masuoka 2019). Other scholars affirm these findings, that
white women must be considered in their own category, instead of conglomerating women
altogether as one cohesive voting block (Tien 2017, Junn 2017). In a quantitative sense, scholars
have made strides to analyze women as the diverse group they are with partisan ideological
differences and race coming into play with these pieces. Put simply, white women must be
viewed as a category of their own.

A clear gap in the literature remains as scholars have looked into the reasons behind
women’s votes for Trump in the 2016 election, without considering the factor of white racial
identity. Emma Blackett, a new scholar in the field of sociology, gender studies and political
science, wrote a purposeful and useful dissertation about the impact of Women for Trump and
the members choice to back a misogynistic white man instead of a “reasonable white woman”
(Blackett 2017). She goes on to argue that the emotional investment in political hope — in the
promise of belonging to a “better” society — drives political behavior more than ‘rational self-
interest’ does (Blackett 2017). While Blackett’s explanation and launch into the field can
indicate the beginning of scholarly interest in the reason behind women’s support for Trump, it
arrives from a place of bias in which those women who voted for Trump are biased, illogical and
irrational even if they ‘feel’ a certain way. There may be some merit to the research, in that it
affirms conservative women’s utterly different worldview vis-a-vis their hope for a better future
but leaves questions around what true factors went into their vote choice, membership in a
political group and how it affirms their identity. Another author wrote in agreement with
Blackett, appealing to the fact that the female Trump voters cast their ballots out of fear: for the
economy, for multiculturalism and for political correctness and therefore believed they needed

the strongest leader to protect them (Rosen 2012 and Kolod 2017, 571). This is a direct
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connection to the fears that founded female social conservatism of the 1970s, just with different
issues at stake (Klatch 1987). One interesting finding from the study was the author’s assertion
that the issue that unites all women is that the world has become a place of threats and danger,
the sources just depend on what side of the political aisle you stand on and who they believe can
best protect them. (Kolod 2017, 579). These two contrasting authors, Blackett and Kolod, make
the claims that women were driven to vote for Trump out of either hope or fear, without a full
examination into the history and varying identities within the group itself. A decidedly large gap
still remains in the field as few authors have attempted an in-depth look at individual
conservative white women using the own words and identity explanations, only one journalistic
article has done so on a minor scale (Chira 2017).

With regards to scholarship written about white women voting for Trump, many authors
focus on why Hilary Clinton was not the chosen candidate or whether white conservative women
follow the votes of their husbands — not why they chose to vote for Trump. Among each of the
following articles, all the researchers utilize quantitative methodology either by analyzing the
2016 ANES election survey results or creating their own surveys (Jaffe 2017, Phillips 2018,
Setzler and Yanus 2018). One of the articles has no research methodology other than reviewing
the journalistic interpretations of the different voting groups within the conservative white
female category (Jaffe 2017). As that is the case, there remains an open research space for a
qualitative take on the quantitative trends dictating how the white female vote for Trump
increased between 2016 and 2020. Within the articles, one of the most prominent takeaways was
that white women chose to turn away from descriptive representation when they did not cast
their ballots for Hilary Clinton. While over two thirds of white women espoused their belief that

more women should be in office by means of the 2016 ANES election survey, those statements
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did not hold true in the voting booth. Phillips found that “it is not that race simply trumps gender,
but that the perceived connection between race and gender identities for White women embodies
more flexibility than it does for women of color.” (Phillips 2018, 45) Phillips states here that
supporting their unoppressed identity became more of a priority than seeing representation of
their oppressed gender identity, at least in comparison to women of color in 2016. Similarly,
Setzler and Yanus found that white women were powerfully influenced by their racially resentful
and sexist attitudes in voting for Trump in 2016, as these two attributes were greater indicators
than being Southern, working-class and evangelical like their white male Trump-voting
counterparts (Setzler and Yanus 2018, Yokely 2018). This defied the previous pre-election
conception that white women would react negatively to the sexist or racist ideals proposed by the
Trump campaign to a greater degree than white men, but the opposite occurred. A powerful
narrative emerges in reading these two pieces about white female votership in 2016: scholars
perceive white women to be the most motivated by their racial identity and the protection (as
supported by the quantitative trends). Indeed, it is also evident that these scholars have also not
considered what the definitions of racist or racially resentful are and how they may differ in
comparison to the traditional literature. Finally, these above authors have looked at the
phenomenon the 2016 election and have left ample space for exploration and discussion about
why the white female vote for President Trump increased in 2020, despite the four years of
misogynistic actions (Harp 2018).

Lastly, an important component to consider in each of these election scenarios for white
female voters is education and its impact on vote choice. Two scholars look at the how gender
and race impacted vote choice when education was considered, finding that white women

without a college degree were impacted to a greater degree by that factor than men (Junn 2017
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and Cassesse et al. 2018). In 2016, 45% of female Clinton voters had a college degree compared
to 29% of female Trump voters. When race is considered, 57% of white female Clinton voters
had a college degree, with again only 29% of white women Trump voters having the same level
of education (Junn 2017 and Cassesse et al. 2018). The difference for men is smaller (13%)
suggesting that higher education liberalizes white women to a greater degree than men. These
factors have not been formalized to the same degree in academic journals for the 2020 election,;
however reputable polling firms such as Poll Research Center and Catalist have returned with
similar results (58% of white women with a college degree voted for the Democratic ticket and
35% without a college degree did the same). These findings remind us that education has a
powerful role in dictating vote choice and gender/race dynamics. While education is not a core
component of this study, the difference it makes in data trends cannot be left unmentioned.

In reading these quantitative pieces in conjunction with one another, a central theme
emerges about what stories are not being told by the numbers. What would happen when these
white female conservatives are asked to speak to their own experiences instead of checking a box
in a survey? Would their answers differ or hold true? How does qualitative data add to the
picture of these numbers? That is one of the central questions answered in this thesis and has yet
to be explored by the aforementioned scholars.

1. Voting against your own interests: fact or fiction?

Another important body of literature that may inform the reasonings behind the vote
choices of white women for Trump and/or the membership in white women’s organizations are
scholars who look into groups that seemingly vote against their own interests. By critically
looking at the case studies of Arlie Hochschild’s book Strangers in Their Own Land and the Log

Cabin Republicans (LCR), common arguments can be found which have explanatory power as to
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why white conservative women would vote against their interests for a misogynistic candidate
such as President Trump (Hochschild 2016, Porter 2018, C.K. 2018, and Rogers et al 1997).
Arlie Hochschild, a sociologist interested in the paradoxes of conservative political ideology,
traveled to one of the most polluted, low-income, undereducated and deeply Republican areas of
the United States — “Cancer Valley,” Louisiana. She crosses political, geographical and cultural
divides to complete the full picture of their “deep story,” or the heartfelt meaning of their lives
and values (Hochschild 2016, 135). Through her work to emotionally connect with individuals
who embody the ideals of the “Great Paradox,” in which they vote for politicians who are against
protecting the environment in their own backyard, Hochschild finds Americans on the right who
feel left behind, cheated, stigmatized, and clinging to their only options for jobs, which
unfortunately fill their water with oil and toxins (Hochschild 21). Similar to Phillips, Hochschild
finds that conservative voters look past certain parts of their identities (being a woman, or in this
case, living in a highly toxic area) to weigh moral or religious values and white identity before
anything else (Phillips 2018). Their faith in their conservative ideology and the moral values held
by the social conservatives outweigh the choice about toxins being polluted into their backyard.
Similarly for the Log Cabin Republicans, a prominent organization representing and
advocating for LGBT rights in the Republican party and among candidates, its members embody
a paradoxical political identity. It calls to question the intersectionality of such a group’s
oppression, for while they are oppressed based on their LGBT sexual orientation, they may be
privileged in other ways or inherently support a political agenda that oppresses others. The idea
that many individuals have little difficulty identifying their own oppression, but fail to see how
their own thoughts and actions uphold other’s subordination is clear here (Collins 1991, 229).

Members of the LCR are quick to stand up for the rights of members of an oppressed sexuality
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but may fail to envision how their political stance can oppress others (Rogers and Lott 1997,
498). Just as conservative citizens of “Cancer Valley,” LA, can still vote for the Republican
because it aligns with their feelings of morality and being left behind by shifts in American
culture, both still vote for the candidate that serves their political interests and simultaneously
hurts the larger community at large vis-a-vis large amounts of pollution or adverse morals.

This perception of holding true to one part of your identity that is impacted by oppression
will be important to examine in the following interviews. White women have been shown in
other research to be powerfully driven toward expressions of sexism and racial resentment, as
well as prioritizing their white racial privilege, which often also influences their vote choices in
recent elections (Yokley 2018). However, what is missing from the research story is a thorough
examination found in the methodology of Arlie Hochschild (Hochschild 2016). What deeper
meanings can be found in speaking to self-identifying conservative white women about their
values or views on gender and race? Are their beliefs really so paradoxical as was originally
conceived about the Log Cabin Republicans or Strangers in Their Own Land?

V. Contemporary Conservative Feminism

Another important facet to consider within the group identity of conservative white
women is their interpretation of feminism as it relates to traditional definition and how their
version influences their reactions to the misogyny of Donald Trump (Harp 2018). A controversy
within this particular subject is whether conservative women identify as feminist, and even if
they do, whether it is justifiable. Feminism (and antifeminism) has often been defined in relation
to the liberal movement of the 1970s through reappropriation of the term or as a complete
rejection of the political narratives of the time (Klatch 1987, Schieber 2018). Many women see

the term feminism as corresponding to liberal ideology and the history of women’s liberalism
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and thus feminism is inappropriate to support as a conservative woman. (McCarver 2012,
Schreiber 2014, Bachetta and Power 2002). Ronnee Schreiber puts it succinctly and effectively:
“As long as there have been feminist women’s movements, there have been conservative women
contesting them,” (Schrieber 2014, 276). To state it simply, feminism and its related women’s
rights movements have always struggled against backlash founded in oversimplification, tropes,
and divided interpretation (Campbell, 1989; McCarver, 2012). During both the first and second
waves of feminism, many women’s groups were created in resistance to the liberal movements
due to their dislike for the “radical politics” of the time, often interpreting and belittling feminist
agendas to a sole desire to overthrow men (Maddux, 2004; Soloman, 1979). Phyllis Schlafly,
during her movement to stop the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, was successful in
synonymizing the 1970s feminist discourse with that of radical lesbianism “to cement
stereotypes of feminists as man-hating, lesbian, and militant” — this was not uncommon during
the time as feminism was seen as a denial of women’s biological nature and thus their potential
for fulfillment and happiness (Tate 2005, Bachetta and Power 2002, 13). The word truly became
synonymous for the changing cultures, traditions and expectations of gender roles throughout the
second wave to the current era (Barroso 2020, Minkin 2020). Even now, feminism is associated
with liberal feminist groups such as the National Organization for Women (NOW) and the
Feminist Majority Foundation (FMF) and therefore targeted by conservative female leaders.
(Schreiber 2018, 62).

On the opposite side, conservative women have also been known to reappropriate the
term by calling it “socially conservative feminism.” (McCarver 2012). Sarah Palin was famous
for this reestablishment and reclaiming of a hated word in promotion that women currently have

the same equal rights as men and can still claim strong traditional stances on socially
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conservative issues, furthering the ambiguous definition and following of the term. (Schreiber
empirical account) This issue of defining and assessing the identity of feminism is furthered by
cases such as Sarah Palin because scholars have even gone so far as to say that as long as women
are living as they choose to and advocating for those choices, then it can reasonably be called
feminism (Zink 2012, Hirschmann 2010, 271). With these contrasting arguments of past
interpretations and historical phenomena, I am curious to see how current definitions of
feminism among the participants affirm or deny their own sense of identity and partisanship as a
conservative woman today.

VI Women'’s Conservative Groups

Lastly, a key component of this thesis is literature about conservative women’s group
themselves. There is an abundance of literature about these groups, notably the Independent
Women’s Forum (IWF) and Concerned Women for America (CWA), but most were written and
examined from the late 1990s to the mid-2000s, with a complete lack of literature about the
movement and its groups now during the Trump and post-Trump era. Scholars such as (Spindel
2003 and Schrieber 2002) examined the IWF and CWA’s policy positions through participant
observation, material examination and full overview of what these organizations stand for,
instead of in-depth interviews about the identities of members. One of the landmark pieces on
this topic is Righting Feminism: Conservative Women and American Politics by Ronnee
Schrieber, which posed as a model piece of research for this thesis as it surveyed conservative
women’s organizations, interviewed its members and expressed takeaways about what it meant
to be a conservative woman during the mid-2000s (Schrieber 2008). These articles each focus on
how these groups build and foster membership through identity-building and what binds the

white women who join the group together. While this thesis is not focused on the platforms,
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studying the context, policies and the methodologies used to examine them prove useful in
studying the groups and their members today.

VII.  Literature Summary

Through this literature review, I have given a comprehensive sense of the scholarly
research that exists around the topic of white conservative women. Since no study has focused
specifically on the identity, voting motivations and organizational membership of that group,
these themes and research areas were carefully selected to put forth the relevant political,
sociologically, and quantitative literature that contributes to the subject. Each of these topics
above illustrates a different aspect about what is known currently and historically about white
female conservatism, many of white highlight the membership in certain groups, their belief
systems, and their interpretations of feminism as it relates to the historical events that occurred at
the time. In terms of this thesis, I will fill the gaps left by the literature analyzed in previous
sections: explore contemporary senses of women’s conservatism, how the 1970s antifeminism
history relates to now, how white identity impacts female conservatism today, what is known
about the voting trends and the behind-the-scenes reasons for why white women voted for trump,
portray this group as rational decision makers with legitimate identity-based voting reasons, how
they view feminism in comparison to the history and literature, and what conservative women’s
groups do for them. In its totality, I will demonstrate in this thesis that white conservative women
are a complicated, diverse, and historical phenomena that must be brought to the foreground of

political science thinking today.
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Chapter 3: Methodology
The ‘How’ Behind Discovering White Conservative Female Identity

L Broad Plan of Research

The basis of this research is to inject life into the quantitative trends of a particular, even
paradoxical, phenomenon of the 2016 and 2020 election cycles. While numerical data may have
already been collected nationally to show that white women voted overwhelmingly in favor of
conservative candidates historically (Friedersdorf 2018) as well as Donald Trump in 2016 and
more so in 2020, what do the numbers not tell us? (Igielnik et al 2021). The hidden identities,
socialization, and politics of these women remain to be discovered through this study. This
chapter describes the methodology used to recruit, interview, and interpret the answers to the
aforementioned research questions. By utilizing qualitative interview methods to speak with
conservative white women, I uncover the previously hidden identities of some of the most
powerful political actors in the United States today.

The broad plan of research utilized for this thesis was to reach out to conservative white
women across the country through conservative women’s organizations and utilize networking
from that basis. They originated from five major regions across the US: the Northeast, D.C.,
Florida, Midwest (Ohio) and California. They were asked via the IRB-preapproved recruitment
process and requested to sign a consent waiver before recording commenced. Through this
interview process, I completed eight in-depth conversations about the connection between their
identities as women and their conservative political ideologies, focusing on their work and
connections to politics. Once the interviews were transcribed using the web program Otter.ai,
they were uploaded to the qualitative software, Dedoose, in which thematic coding commenced.

I thematically organized the conversations based on different aspects of their identities and other
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broad trends I saw across the interviews, such as the way they spoke about President Trump. The
analysis of these conversations can be found in chapter four.

11. Recruitment and Consent/Interview Process

I reached out to potential interviewees via direct contact to organization general lines,
specific individuals within the groups and through the snowball method. I researched within the
public organization websites of prominent conservative women’s organizations to find both their
general email and phone information, as well as individual contact information for those who fit
the profile of white conservative women. Organizations that are focused on conservative
women’s agenda were contacted via their publicly accessible email and phone on their general
line to share contact information for the study and gather potential participants. Individuals who
seemed like quality candidates based on their position and involvement within the organization
(role of policymaking, advocacy, and general leadership) were contacted through their public
email addresses or phone lines. Within the initial or post-phone call emails, a document
containing more in-depth information about the study was included to ensure potential
participants know what it entails before responding with their interest.

While I originally set out to interview women solely from conservative women’s
organizations, many of participants were identified through the snowball method and mutual
connections. I asked some of the first interviewees to share my contact information with others
they believed would be qualified or interested participants for the study. By sharing contact
information this way, the identity of potential future participants was protected by those who
recommended them.

When the participants agreed to be interviewed, they were sent a Qualtrics survey outlining

the necessary procedures, safety, benefits, and risk mitigation. They filled out some basic
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personal information regarding their name, contact information, organization name, gender, race,
age and political orientation. At the end of the form, the participants gave their signed consent to
be interviewed. The participants were interviewed for 60 -120 minutes and were only be
interviewed once. Prior to the interview and the start of recording, I asked if there are any final
questions or concerns about the consent form. If the participant agreed to be recorded, the
interview continued as planned by using the pre-planned interview questions and other semi-
structured follow-up questions. (Please see attached interview guide in Appendix C). The vast
majority of the answers to my research questions came from these semi-structured interviews
with the white conservative female participants.

111 Quantitative Analysis

Additionally, one smaller component of this thesis is quantitative polling analysis through the
Pew Research Center and other scholarly works. There is no identifiable private information
about individuals, as it is anonymized publicly available versions downloadable by anyone. The
quantitative analysis portion throughout the thesis serves as helpful guides to the voting and
public opinion trends being discussed through the women’s responses. However, the main
research methodology for this thesis remains qualitative and based in analysis of interviews. The
small amount of graphs is supplementary to the overarching qualitative methodology.

V. Operational Definitions

To give guidance to the methodology, operational definitions of key ideas such as identity,
feminism and female conservatism are below. These are based on my own interpretations from
the literature and may be developed more thoroughly as my research continues.

a. Identity is founded in the fundamental belief, values, presentation and feelings

evoked by an individual. They are shaped by the world around us, by social
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realities and relations; only together can we make meaning of ourselves and
others (Burke 2016, 5). While I am not specifically coding for any general
definition of identity (since it is assumed each participant already identifies with
being white, female and conservative), it is nonetheless an integral and
overarching theme of this research. At its essence, this thesis speaks to the
political identity of white conservative women and how it influences the actions
they take and/or the groups they join.

b. Feminism is a highly politicized and divisive term that has been used historically
to represent the progress or reversal of women’s rights, statuses in society and
proposed beliefs, depending on the perspective of the belief holder. There is no
one clear definition of feminism as it has changed according to time, place, and
political environment. Per this definition, a big part of my literature review and
thesis has emerged to understand the complex nature of the term from both
conservative and liberal perspectives, as a return to traditionalism (Klatch 1987,
Critchlow 2005, Blee 1998, Rymph 2006 and Spruill 2017), to progressive
versions, and each in rebellion to one another. (Please see Chapter Two for more
advanced descriptions of overall feminist trends). Though there is much debate
around this term, this research adds clarity to the current conservative female
position on the term.

c. Female conservatism is a diverse set of political beliefs with social and/or
economic implications for women, often involving the family, the workplace,
religion and gender roles (Glendon 1975, 1987, Sommers 1993, 2000, 2009,

Schreiber 2018, McCarver 2012). I spent a portion of my literature review
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discussing conservatism and its history, how it has changed its form and where it
stands today (Kimmage 2019, Aberbach 2017, Mudde 2018). Gender and
feminine relations to conservativism have been somewhat explored through the
time periods of the 1960s and the early 2000s (including relations to white
supremacy), although none look at the modern context of post-Trump
conservative feminism and current white female political support (Klatch 1987,
Blee 1991 and Critchlow 2005). What history is explored involves the female
perspectives on the ideology, often falling along the lines of social conservatism —
around policies regarding their gender, children, the body and societal expectation
(Klatch 1987). It is also an intensely complex topic that does not have a definitive
definition since it is based on the personal beliefs of the beholder. !

V. Methodology of Research Question 1: What are the social and political-cultural
factors contributing to white American women’s continued support for Trump and
conservative candidates in general, despite the supposed paradox of voting for a
sexist candidate as a woman?

For the first question, there are several interview questions that could be used, most hinting at
the political socialization and belief acquisition of the participants. As seen in the analysis
section of this thesis, I organize their responses based on thematic differences. Questions such
as... “Would you describe for me the first memory you have of a political interaction?” or “Can
you tell me a little bit about how your political beliefs evolved over time?” as well as “How did
you come to identify yourself as conservative?” or describing the ideal candidate/last voting

decision are all of use in uncovering the social and political-cultural factors of what makes these

women take on their politicized identities. Looking at these in-depth personal, and often familial-

! Working definitions of feminism, sexism, and female conservatism are major themes within the interview
questions and the responses of each of the women are examined via their overarching themes and definitional
interpretations.
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based, questions has never been achieved in the social sciences about this particular group in this
context. Starting from the beginning is essential to understanding how they make voting choices
now and what the core aspects of female conservatism represent. The second part of the question
is answered by asking about their views and definitions of sexism and feminism, how they
believe their group is perceived by the public, and their core policy issues to get at how their
worldview is shaped. This provides context and answers as to why white conservative women
were able to either look past the misogyny in supporting Trump (or the conservative agenda
under his administration or some other version of support), or another conclusion not yet clear in
the existing literature. This question essentially examines the overall identity and beliefs that
make up a white conservative woman.

Questions about feminism and sexism:
“I’d like to ask you a little bit about your take on feminism. Feminism is traditionally
defined as “the belief that men and women should have equal rights and opportunities”
(Merriam Webster 2021). Others propose that women should have equitable rights to
bring them up to the same status as men, such as providing benefits to help women into
male-dominated career fields. Others mention the importance of especially helping
women of even more marginalized identities such as women of color, immigrants or
LGBTQIA+ individuals. What do you think? Does feminism play a role in your life? In
your politics? What about women’s rights?”

And;

“There seem to be a lot of opinions that white conservative women can look past the sexist
remarks of conservative politicians such as President Donald Trump. What do you think?
How did you react when those comments about [individual or group in example] first
appeared in the media? How do you view and define sexism? Are there any issues that may
outweigh your view on sexism if it appears a candidate might be acting or speaking in a
misogynistic manner?”’

VI.  Methodology of Research Question 2: What greater conclusions can be drawn about
the identity intersection of conservatism, race, and gender from conversations with
conservative white women?

The second question alludes to more specific parts of a white conservative woman’s identity

— specifically how their politics, race and gender come together to build their worldview and

actions. The answer to the question comes from analyzing multiple responses to the interviews
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together, namely about their relationship to the racial, gender and political identity together.
Asking about how they connotate each as positive or negative and what benefits or drawbacks do
they see each part of their identity having in the United States today elaborate on how these core
facets interact with one another to create a nature of privilege, power and disadvantages at once.
Analyses of sexism and feminism also play into this conversation as the two are inexplicably
linked with conservatism, gender and even race. One interesting question that also acts at
interpreting this intersection is introducing a scenario in which a famous white conservative
woman is perceived in the media or by the public, such as Marjorie Taylor Greene giving a
radicalized speech in front of Congress. Asking about their reactions, emotional responses, how
they relate and their view about the media perception are all valuable explanations for how their
racial, political and gender identity work together.

VII. Methodology of Research Question 3: How does the 2016 and 2020 presidential
polling data on white conservative women support the conclusions drawn from the
interview process and historical trends?

This question takes a different turn in terms of methodology because it introduces the
utilization of quantitative data in a descriptive manner. I included this question to present how
the trends of voting have changed since 1952 (when white women began voting consistently
voting conservatively in the majority), as well as how the trends changed in between the 2016
and 2020 voting cycles that showed President Trump as the majority choice for the group. This
question originated from a set of Pew Research Center data*! that explained how white women
increased their vote for Trump between those two years by a greater degree than other
demographics. These trends are connected to responses asking about how their support for
conservative candidates have changed over those years of Trump campaign and administration to

illuminate an otherwise quantitative trend and make it more qualitatively based. The examination

of the 2016 and 2020 election data in comparison to interview question responses about Trump
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support show whether the words of the women in the organizations match with the numbers.
This will provide clarity into whether the organization influenced their voting choices during
those decisive years that have been previously unexamined by scholars.

VIII. About the history question: Does the historical context of conservative white women
and their view of feminism during the 1970s inform the political impacts of the group
today?

While this question may not be answered in its own separate section as the other questions, it
is still vital to interpret how history has influenced the current movement at different points in
the thesis. Much of what was covered in the literature review about the 1970s and backlash
against the rise of ‘liberal feminism’ during that time provides thorough and important
background to the current influence of white conservative women. This includes Phyllis Schlafly
and the anti-ERA movement, how feminism has been utilized by conservatives over the years —
prominently by Sarah Palin recently — and what it means for the definition of the term. I refer to
the history of anti-feminism as is relevant in the discussion of the participants’ contemporary
interpretations of the word, along with sexism to see if parallels exist. Thus, this question will be

answered through the course of thematic analysis, but not in its own separate section.

IX. Conclusion
In closing, the methodology for this thesis is largely based on the responses I gather from the

interview with the white women from conservative organizations to shed qualitative light on
quantitative voting trends. The participants’ answers shape my analysis, how [ answer each
research question, what literature has been examined and how the quantitative trends loop in.
Through this chapter, I have shown how I recruited, interviewed, and interpreted the
aforementioned research questions to uncover the identities, socialization, and politics of one of

the most powerful voting groups in the United States today.
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Chapter 4: What Makes Them Tick?
Defining White Conservative Women’s Views and the Environment that Shapes Them
In order to break down this question into manageable pieces, the following chapter is

divided into several parts based on the identity of the participants and how each interacts with
societal factors: conservatism, being a white person and being a woman. These facets are told
through the words of the women themselves to illuminate and arrive at the essence of what
brings these women together as a voting group and what pulls them apart.
1. Defining Conservatism, In Her Own Words

One of the many complexities in answering the question of what political factors make
up white women’s support for conservative candidates are the varying interpretations of what it
means to be conservative itself. As described in the previous literature review chapter,
conservatism as an ideology and political movement is not straightforward — it has changed over
time to represent aspects of traditionalism, hopes for small government intervention, free market
system supremacy, and the preservation of social ideals from the past. In essence, conservatism
is traditionally defined by its ideological basis in the past, in tradition and in holding close to
what defines the American nation. For many of the female conservatives surveyed in the
literature review, conservatism is distinctively connective to social issues such as Christianity,
abortion, progressive views of feminism and motherhood. Within my own surveys of speaking
with the women themselves, I found many of the same narratives with fresh perspectives.

For many of the women, their conservatism is thoroughly rooted in their pride for their
country and the protection of the symbols it represents. This is not a new finding (Kimmage
2019, Aberbach 2017, Mudde 2018); however, it is one that is distinctly founded in the
ideological rhetoric of former President Donald Trump. Its origins of desiring freedom, choice

and independence are foundational conservative principles with the fresh take by the
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participants. One woman, a proud mother and conservative with fierce views, described to me
how she worked with new US immigrants who have foreign-sounding accents. She wanted them
to feel, sound and act assimilated into the American culture she was so proud of by helping them
to eliminate their different modes of speech. This work directly correlated to her definition of
conservatism, specifically regarding American culture. She defined the term to me succinctly:
“How do I define conservatism? I think it’s about having honesty, wanting to take care of
your country and your people and your body. And being able to make choices over what
they’re going to do with their health in their body and be informed about the decisions
that they make. And when you want to give into changing culture too much and you’re
swayed by things, you know, that the Left are interested in, then you get away from those
important issues.” (Justine, California).
Upon elaboration from the participant, she reinforced the idea that conservatism is, at its core, a
simple choice to live life by your own rules and have the government have little intervention into
the daily decisions each individual makes. Her explanation also hints at the desire for many
conservatives to protect their land, their home, its people and the culture(s) they fit into and deem
valuable. There is an air of caution for those unlike them, of concern that their way of life is
changing, and of fear for those who disagree with them (namely the “Left.”) In putting it simply,
her version of conservatism is to live and let be, by her own standards without intervention from
those she deems disagreeable. Along those lines, many of the women mentioned that they
“believe in less government” and they “don’t want the government telling [them] what to do.”
This was an ideal critical to many of the conservative women I encountered and falls along the
lines of traditional conservatism.
Along similar lines, the love for the country that these women feel is often correlated
with a distaste for government and how it restricts the freedom of the version of America they

adore. In their eyes, just as many conservatives also see, the United States represents a freedom

of choice, economic liberty and the ability to exist as they see fit. While one woman’s belief in
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this freedom is intertwined with her Biblical background and faith in the security system of the
country, the basis of her conservatism is a strong desire to see the best in America and as
separate from its governing leadership. She explained her views, which were influenced by her
family’s career commitments in the military, with a tone of pride and strong justification:
“I love everything this country was founded on, and I don't want to lose that...So yes, my
Christian beliefs, my beliefs that I love this country, the military, I'm for less government,
I feel like the government needs to have less control of our personal lives. I feel like we
miss out on a lot of things, because everything has to go through some government
agency. So we are years behind everybody else. And the government just keeps taking
control. And once they keep taking control, that our taxes go up, because now we have to
pay for all these things somehow. So I'm more for less government more let the people
make their own decisions.” (Natalie, Ohio).
Similarly, another participant recognized the nationalist tendencies of women’s conservatism and
the heartfelt desires to stand for one’s country. This is reflected in her views about the military,
but also paradoxically in her desire to see less government and taxation. Like many
conservatives, this woman feels the best way to stand up for her country is to allow others to live
freely and without confines from government as much as possible. This passion and pride in the
US brought great emotion upon her as we continued the conversation. Anne, a middle school
science teacher from California, felt deeply about the ideals and heartfelt values of the United
States. She teared up as she told me that:
“Unfortunately, I would say a part of being conservative these days is being one of the
few people that see good in America. Not that America is all good, of course. But I
definitely do see that. America’s like hope and light, but not that we can’t improve. But I
want to see America supported, loved and I hope to see it fully serving a helpful role in
the world.” (Anne, California)
These ideals caring deeply for your country were evident in Anne’s worldview, and reinforced
later as she grew even more emotional talking about the American flag. In elementary school,

Anne and her classmates were read a poem about how the flag feels when individuals disparage

it and its values. It was personified, described to be weeping for all the good that it was being
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wrongly criticized for. Anne began to tear up herself, telling me about those who do not choose
to see all that is light and good in America. These consistent negative perceptions from those
who are continually critical of the United States or follow different ideologies feel not only like
an attack on America’s ideals, but a personal affront to the belief system of this woman.. She
sees the ideals and the hope that US symbolism espouses and therefore feels deeply saddened
that other fellow Americans (who most likely hold ideologically different viewpoints) only
examine and criticize the parts of America that are not perfect. Likewise, much of the
conservative beliefs I was told follow along these traditional conservative lines including their
alliance with ideals of gender, immigration, the economy and beyond. They mentioned their
harkening back towards ideas from decades past and the instillation of the values from their
parents. They loved their country, the roots they believe should stay and the changes that should
end.
II.  Corrupt Media, Corrupt Politics

Amidst those opposed progressive changes in America, liberal representation of news
media, and the uprising polarization of conservative perspectives, the women who participated in
this study consistently highlighted their fear of these ‘corrupt’ systems infiltrating the traditional
ideological foundations of the United States they know and adore. They spoke of the media’s
lies, the search for a candidate who would tell the truth and represent their ideas as they saw fit,
and “underlying forces of Marxism and division” sowing its seeds across the country. Even those
within the party that they agreed with could be faced with the tempting corruption that evades all
politics, media, social systems and beyond. It became clear that fear of the unknown, of the
uncontrollable and what Trump famously characterized as the “Deep State” are clear realities for

the participants within the study.
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These ideas of corruption, fear and anger were most evident in the conversations about
media representation, leftist lies and the truthful information most uplifted by their conservative
peers. Nowhere was this clearer than in the discussions I held about the societal environments
when they voted in the 2020 presidential election and the current status of politics — notably
influenced by the global pandemic of COVID-19. Misinformation, confusion and rampant
disagreement about the management of the wide-spreading and incredibly contagious disease
caused an already widening rift between liberals and conservatives. While this is not to remark
that all conservatives or all liberals leaned into one camp of believing in the best treatment (or
even existence) of COVID-19, the virus decidedly impacted the political landscape and opened
further opportunities for conspiracies, falsehoods in talk media and the 2020 presidential
campaigns to take advantage of the discourse. These different facets of disagreement over the
vaccine, case numbers and mask usage were on the minds of the women I spoke to, even without
explicitly asking about the subject. I found that COVID-19 and all that came with the pandemic
was inherent in the political minds of the majority of the conservative women I interviewed.

A main theme within this category of societal environment and the impact on
conservative political ideology was the matter of the war on mainstream media, best exemplified
by COVID-19 news in the divided political media. What must be understood in this analysis
(from a more liberal perspective of a reader) is the reality that this kind of information holds for
its consumers. If one talk show host of more extreme political leaning purports one attitude about
the vaccine or the impacts of COVID-19, that holds incredible power. In a world of
misinformation, an acknowledgement of this condition must be held as reasonable, logical and

true for those who consume these perspectives and take them to heart. Much of this research is
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an attempt to uncover those truths from those people who are often admonished for believing
what the other half of the population sees as farthest from the truth.

Justine saw the many forms that such information could take in the minds of media-
consumers, particularly those with a politicized bent. We spoke for a good portion of the
interview about the various media forms she consumes, which include alternative news and non-
mainstream platforms. These offered counter-points and differing information than what is
dispelled by new media such as CNN or even Fox, according to Justine. She explained the
thought behind her hatred for the mainstream media’s covering of COVID-19:

“There's tons of information out there that the mainstream media covers up about how the

vaccine is dangerous. The vaccine causes people to get cancer, the vaccine causes people

to become infertile, it messes with women's periods, makes them bleed more and make
simply less. So many people, I think already 20,000 people in the United States have died
within so much time after the vaccine, and they link it to the vaccine. And in Europe, it's
more than that. And they're trying to really push this vaccine, but they don't know
anything about the long-term effects of it. And they cannot make somebody get a vaccine
when they don't know anything about the long-term effects of a vaccine. And the vaccine
is causing more damage than COVID itself. And the vaccine actually causes people to get

COVID. And there are tons of doctors who will talk about this all over the world. But

they all get censored on YouTube. They all get censored on Facebook and censored on

Twitter. And the mainstream media doesn't write about them. And it's just all a huge giant

cover up. And there's a huge giant scheme behind it. And I don't want to be forced to take

any kind of vaccine and I don't think anybody should feel like they're going to lose their
job or not be able to be a university student because they have to take a vaccine that is
super wrong.” (Justine, California)
This quote reflects many of the fears surrounding the unknown of the virus, belief in the
propensity for lying by the media and the lack of control over one’s own life, freedom and body
if one submits to the information being spread by the government. Much of this narrative harkens
back to the traditional conservative ideological perspective of mistrusting the government and
the desire to achieve the utmost level of freedom without interference from leadership. The

spreading of news and data by media organizations deemed untrustworthy because of their

perspectives on other political matters only serves to push this issue over the larger ledge of
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deceit and lies in the mind of this participant. The addition of censorship and the concern of a
greater “scheme” with politics and government systems also holds value in this analysis as the
virus became indicative of such a plan to control Americans’ lives, to wreak undue havoc and to
spread lies to the greater American populace. This is evident from another conversation, in which
the participant spoke about the necessity to complete her own research in order to understand and
prove the differences between her beliefs about COVID and the portrayals in the media. These
discrepancies caused her concern and confusion as to the origins of these discrepancies, most
likely from corrupt systems many Americans are at once unaware of, but still impacted by. Anne,
although less angered than Justine, explained the supposed censorship of COVID-19 information
by mainstream media:
“So, we've done just countless hours of research. And a lot of the things I won't say a lot,
but certainly, a significant number of what we have realized, is the scientific truth is not
what's being portrayed in the media. So, I feel like what is being said in the media often
is coming from somewhere other than people who actually have the intelligence to go to
the real studies, and glean the most factual information. So, then I wonder where it's
coming from.” (Anne, California)
Many of these concerns are attached to misinformation spread in conspiracy theories, ! in
President Trump’s mentions of the “Deep State” (Horwitz 2021) and the general consensus that
the violation of individuals’ right of choice through government regulation resists their
conservative ideology.
One of the most poignant and extreme examples of these theories on corruption and deep
mistrust towards the state and media was one woman’s thought process on how a range of
conservative values, talking points and platforms are each intricately connected. She weaved a

story of how border security, COVID, the president, welfare and China comes together as

indication of the intense corruption, unknowing and mistrust between the government and the
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people. Her response below clarifies the lengths to which some conservatives take to justify the
injustices they see happening in the world around them.

“You know, and there was always the whole thing about putting up the wall is not just
about keeping Mexicans out. But it's also about keeping people from other countries out
like it's a way for terrorists from Islamic nations to get in. So, terrorists end up going to
Mexico and then they can easily get it and right. So that whole thing about protecting the
borders and not letting in all of these people from south of the border come in is also
about that. So those kinds of problems kind of overlap. But yeah, going into the new
election, it was more like, wow, Joe Biden says there's not going to be a vaccine mandate,
but nobody believes that, right? It's like, keep Joe Biden out, because he'll ruin the
economy, they'll print a bunch of money, they're going to give away all this free money,
and then nobody wants to work anymore. By the way, if you go to the mall, you'll see a
sign on the window that says ‘we're closed right now — taking a break,’ like whoever has
like a fancy store at a mall close and are taking a break? It's because they don't have
enough people working there. Or a whole store closed down because they didn't have
enough people working. And then CNN is going to advertise, ‘oh, we have more jobs
than ever now. So many jobs.” Yeah, there's so many jobs because there's so many job
openings because nobody wants to work. And nobody wants to work because the
government gives them free money. And basically, I think it's all a ploy to just ruin the
economy and let China take over so they're totally selling out to the Chinese communists.
And we know that Nancy Pelosi has been and Feinstein's husband like they've invested in
China. And Hunter Biden does stuff with China, like they're somehow collaborating with
them. And they're trying to ruin our country and turn us into a socialist country. And then
there's a whole world economic forum. And the World Economic Forum has already
stated that by 2030, none of us will own anything, and we'll all be happy. So, you can go
and look that up, but World Economic Forum plays a big role here. And people like
Trudeau, and other big leaders go to that world economic forum, and they listen to the
leader there. And they're all part of it. And look at Trudeau - this whole thing with the
trucks, it's just all a ploy to cause a breakdown in the supply chain. Because why would
you give a vaccine mandate to attract drivers so they sit by themselves in a truck? Why
do they need a vaccine mandate? And now what are they doing? They're all revolting,
and they're driving their trucks and they're driving to the Capitol in the super cold
weather. And what does Trudeau want to do? He wants to make it impossible for them to
get gas. So soon there'll be a gas shortage and people won't be able to get gas. So, but as
long as the truck drivers are not driving, people are not going to have the things they
need. Right. But the truck drivers are not going to drive if you're going to force them to
get a vaccine. And it's all pointless. They sit alone in their truck, what do they need a
vaccine for? Right? So, you can see that none of this makes sense.” (Justine, California).

This woman found solace in questioning each concerning phenomenon as connected to the next,
out of fear for her country, her politics and even herself. Fear of these unknowns and placing

faith into institutions or leadership they disagree with are driving forces in the discussion above.
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In each scenario from the insecure border, to COVID employment concerns to US dependence
on Chinese markets overseas, they are all out of the one participant’s control, and yet impacts her
life directly. She fears for her Christian values being driven out by actors she mistrusts or
disagrees with; the community and businesses she traditionally supports are being unduly
impacted by the pandemic because of their lack of abiding by meritocratic values, and the United
States is showing itself to be weak in the face of its overseas peers. They each show weakness
and change within the country — two opposite values so often found intrinsic to the conservative
ideology espoused by the conservative female participants.

One of the most telling moments in the interviews was one woman’s description of her
dislike of even the Republican Party because of some of the leaders’ tendencies to forget the
people, be influenced by the greater system of corruption and not provide the protection and
policies they once promised when they ran for office. Natalie, who was consistently critical of
politicians in general and explained how she always went out of her way to meet with local
candidates in her city. She wanted to make sure that even if they brandished the label of
‘Republican,’ they were going to live up to their ideals. The perpetuity of this concept was clear
in her criticism of the Republican party to even be susceptible to corruption. She explained:

“My ideal next candidate would be someone who just basically isn’t a Republican, I want

them to be a conservative, because I feel like the Republican party — a lot of the members
are doing what is best for them. Because I feel like once you get into Washington, I think
you forget where you come from and the people that put you there. So, I would like the
said candidate to do what’s best for the American citizens, all of them, do what’s best for
the United State, lower our taxes...bring back jobs, bring back security...” (Natalie,

Ohio)

The distinction between being a member of the Republican party and a true conservative is

evident in her words. She can trust someone with the same ideology and roots that she has, but

not someone who fundamentally changes when they become part of the bigger governmental
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institution. They lose sight of those they left behind, prioritize themselves and in essence, are
corrupted by the ideals of big government. These ideas harken back to the traditional senses of
conservative ideology in Mudde’s writing, which highlight the necessity for conservatives to be
represented by state government and thoroughly resistant to any system that places controls onto
their lives or does not represent their ideologies as they might have hoped (Mudde 2018).

Many of these feelings of being silenced, lied to or impacted by corruption relate to many
of the women’s feelings that their party, political orientation and identity are perceived with
malice and poor taste by the general public. These fears can be connected to the women’s
experiences of being ‘cancelled’ or seeing others with the same identity having their perspectives
silenced through social media platform rules or left-leaning support online. One woman,
Elizabeth, was self-proclaimed to be one of the first to be ‘cancelled’ on social media for her
public remarks on LGBTQ+ marriage during a national beauty pageant contest. She received
ridicule and had her title removed for her opposition to legal marriage partnerships between two
individuals of the same sex, enforced by her Catholic beliefs. She described the trauma she felt in
detail and how it affirmed her conservative beliefs by virtue of her dislike for liberals who she
saw as the culprits of her public shame.

“When I was 21, I was involved because I was one of the first to be cancelled, and I saw

how intolerant the left was, if you disagree with what they say they want you out. They

want to shut you up and silence you and make you go away. So that sort of started my
passion into politics.” (Elizabeth, California)
This one instance of shame was the spark that led to her current and continuing involvement in
politics through the Trump campaign and Women for Trump. The ridicule and de-platforming
brought new passion and engagement via her hatred for those she felt silenced her beliefs, thus

giving her even more power in return to retaliate with more conservative views. Her story is but

one of many experienced by conservatives and feeds a narrative that their voices are oppressed,
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belittled and undervalued in American society as it grows more progressive politically. The
women | interviewed described themselves as courageous pioneers, activists and mothers who
stand strong in their beliefs even as so many doubt them and their love for their country. Being
controversial became their superpower.

Although Elizabeth is one publicized example of the shame conservatives feel from the
world for their beliefs and in turn, retaliate against those who criticize their views, many of the
women described a broader problem of shaming on social media and in the news by left leaning
outlets and individuals. A few of the members were proud to quote an often-shared phrase: “The
best way to follow the science is to follow the silenced.” It has been shared across social media
platforms hundreds of times to characterize the strong concerns that the media is both lying to
the American people and muting those with whom their opinions are deemed non-credible. Due
to this belief in censorship, many of the women have proclaimed the “mainstream media” as a
trick to decide who is speaking the truth in their eyes — by believing the opposite of the
information they espouse on the platform. Justine put this logic of rebelling against the
mainstream simply:

“If the mainstream media says a lot of bad stuff about the person, I like the person more

because I know the mainstream media is trying very hard to get what they want. And so

to do that, they have to damage someone else's reputation. So the more bad stuff they say
about Trump, the more I like Trump because I don't trust anything CNN says. And the
more they try to hide anything that Hunter Biden does wrong, the more I don't like

CNN.” (Justine, California)

By virtue of certain opinions, disagreements and how certain organizations are inherently
perceived, news outlets such as CNN become labelled as untrustworthy and harmful towards the
conservative cause. The level of polarization and desire to be perceived differently from the

mainstream is carefully highlighted here in her words. Her logic of disagreement and agreement

with certain political opinions showcases how the women feel criticized and ostracized from the
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greater belief trends of the country and therefore fight back harder against those norms. To be
against the mainstream is to be on the correct side of the media and politics at large.

IIl.  Negative Perceptions of Conservatism
Outside of the media, a few of the participants mentioned that inhabiting an identity

space of being both conservative and female takes a certain amount of courage because of the
backlash against those two coexisting. Due to the political environment of the moment, one
woman mentioned that it would be impossible for either side to continue to respect each other.
The promise of respect or disrespect simply because of political ‘labels’ was a central theme in
the conversation, as well as when race or female identity was spoken of. The participants were
very strong about being detached from the interpretations that the labels bring to their existence
and treatment in American society and instead preferred to be spoken about separately from
those interpretations. Mariam, a native Ohioan involved in local politics of her city, expressed
her familiarity with the polarization between the two political parties. She was also the oldest
participant in the group, with decades of personal experience seeing how politics have grown
more divided and spiteful over time, especially towards conservatives. Her feelings about the
state of politics currently was portrayed in this way:
“Everybody wants to put labels on people, you know, and in today's world, if you're
conservative, you're bad. You know, from some people's viewpoint, and from other
people's viewpoint, if you're liberal, you're bad. I don't know that there is ever going to be
a time of rapprochement when people are just going to come together and say, ‘you can
be what you want to be. I'll be what I want to be.” And we will coexist. Now, there was a
time when I think that was true. And people respected others for their, for their views.
Today, I don't think it's true. I don't think people really respect other's views at all. And
they say no, it's almost become black and white, salt and pepper.” (Mariam, Ohio)
From either side of the political aisle, Mariam and the other participants spoke of judgements

passed based on political orientation and the increasing polarization between the two major

ideological stances in the country. This participant in particular spoke of the previous generation
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and national political status because she felt that people used to be able to better express
themselves without judgement based on political orientation. She understands that is no longer
the case and even that certain identities have a greater amount of judgement passed onto them
because of the labels. Later in our conversation, she mentioned her strong dislike for labels in
general — as a woman, as a white person, as a conservative — because it meant defining yourself
beyond the individual and taking on any generalization or stereotype that comes with such a
description. In this way, she believed that labels are discriminatory and the source of much of the
polarization in the country. As I continued the conversations, it became clear that these negative
interpretations have made many of the women fearful of fully expressing their interests in public
settings or forced them into a status of overzealous attitude for their beliefs. Some fight for their
controversies, their identity and their beliefs, even in the face of backlash, while others prefer to
hide from the label altogether to avoid the systematic negative descriptions that inevitably comes
with such a term. Similarly, a few of the participants highlighted that this happens particularly to
white conservative women because of their unique mix of controversial political beliefs, racial
stereotyping and gendered expectations.
“But if you're a strong woman that has convictions about family and faith and God and in
government, and you know, God forbid, loves Trump, then watch out. Because you’re
kept silenced, you're told to shut up and go away, and you have no voice.” (Elizabeth,
California)
This participant understood how the unique combination of her identity fused with her fortitude
of political pride often makes her a target of shame on public platforms. Due to the long-held
belief that women are traditionally more liberal because of associations with the feminist
movement and other “progressive” belief systems, it is often considered taboo for these women

to hold such conservative policy convictions. It remains the same reason that the statistic of

white women voting in the majority for conservative candidates every time since 1952 (outside
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of two cases) can be shocking. How can these gendered stereotypes about female liberation
coincide with the paradoxical following of candidates who often espouse misogyny in the
campaign platforms and presidential administrations? One interpretation of this quote is that she
realizes the depth of these suppositions of women’s politics within American society and what it
takes to stand true in your beliefs despite it.

1V.  The Social Issues that Matter Most

In this section, I provide a background into the social and cultural issues closest to the
heart for the women that I interviewed. The themes expressed in this sub-section pertain to the
women’s influences of religion, their roles as mothers, and the concerns they hold over being
white during an age of politicized racial reckoning. They speak to how family is fundamental in
American society, the need to protect their children and the impacts of Critical Race Theory in
the educational system. They speak of their perspectives of injustice within affirmative action
programs and interpretations of setbacks placed on white people because of their desire to spread
the ideals of colorblind racism further into our systems. In the simplest way, this section comes
to terms with how the participants view their roles as women and the impacts of their racial
identity on society today.

Christianity and its impacts on policy have great influence over current representations of
the ideology for the participants in this study. Three of the women explicitly described how their
faith informed their voting decisions and their support for a candidate such as Donald Trump.
They referenced their passion for supporting politicians advocating for pro-life policies, marriage
between one man and one woman only, and generally espousing “good Christian morals.” Often,
these viewpoints originated from the participants’ childhoods and the values their parents

instilled in them and their politics. One participant, who told me several times in the interview
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about the importance of her Catholic faith in informing her politics, claimed how large of a role
her parents had when growing up and first learning about these issues. Catherine, dedicated to
both her Christian beliefs and claiming her childhood-based passion for politics and civil rights,
highlighted an experience she had growing up around parents who spoke openly about the social
issues that upset them. While she eventually found her passion for civil rights and policy through
conservative political clubs in college, Catherine solidified her beliefs through her work at a
conservative women’s organization In conversation, many of these issues were still instilled into
this one woman’s core identity and beliefs around marriage legality both from her childhood and
college years. She explained this phenomenon from the vantage point of the landmark Supreme
xiv

Court case,” which legalized same-sex marriage.

“But in Obergefell versus Hodges, 1 think it was the legalization of same sex marriage.

I'm from a Catholic background. And we would say that your marriage is between men

and women. That is the definition of marriage. It's different. So the union isn't the same

thing as marriage. And I would talk to my parents about that.” (Catherine, Florida).
When that case first hit the news as having passed, she explained the rage and emotion her
mother particularly felt seeing a national policy impacting the personal lives of people around the
country. For this participant, the sanctity of marriage between one man and one woman was
being threatened on a national scale. The good morals instilled in them from a Catholic
upbringing were admonished and the country was headed in a direction that was wrong within
their beliefs closest to the heart. I found this theme across all the conversations I had: when
politics enter the personal side of people’s lives, particularly their faith and livelihoods, it strikes
the deepest nerve in them.

Similarly, the faith of the women was often tied to their identities as mothers, as caregivers

and as fierce advocates for abortion resistance. Every woman except for one identified as a

mother and they have made their children a priority when making voting and political support
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decisions. They wish to protect them from “harmful” lessons about racial injustices or education
about the country that may diminish their idea of American greatness inherent in traditional
conservative ideology spoken about by their mothers. Given how important family is to the
women, one participant particularly spoke to how the concept influences every aspect of her
belief system and even acts as a fundamental indicator of the status of a flourishing or failing
American society. Without caring mothers and strong fathers, the United States is not living up
to the traditional norms of gender and family as prescribed by the Bible or traditional social
conservative thought. Catherine drew from her faith and clarified her position:
“I think that's more my Catholic background, that I think that families are really, really
important. I get sad that a lot of people aren't having children for various reasons. And so I
think that, you know, they are something like we should be supporting the kind of
development and growth of young families with children, like married parents with children.
I think there's just a core foundation for our society. The fact that there are more and more
children, they're born to single parents, or broken homes is just a tragedy that is greatly
affecting our nation's culture.” (Catherine, Florida)
Again, the importance of faith and traditional senses of family and gendered structure is
informative towards their political habits. Ideas about the nuclear family structure,
heteronormative parenting systems and the ill brought about by those who break from those
traditions is deeply upsetting to the women within this study. They seek leaders and policies who
promise to uphold these ideals through evoking characteristics of strong masculine power,
speaking to the plights of families and supporting traditionalist, religion-informed policies about
family (such as anti-abortion or anti-marriage equality). Along similar lines, being the guardian
of their children’s education and rising up against the standards that differentiate from the belief
systems they wish to be instilled in their children. Elizabeth is one of those mothers who makes

raising good Christian conservatives a priority and also the source of her desire to get into

politics. She explained:
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“I think that things are shifting. And women in particular, we're rising up, and you see

young women, young moms, running for office, and standing up for their cubs, you

know, I say I'm a mama bear, and I stand up for my cubs. And I don't want anybody

trying to hurt my cubs.” (Elizabeth, California).
Being there for their children and the ideology they wish were dominant in the United States
meant becoming involved with politics and leadership boards to influence the status of
education, mask mandates and beyond. The term “mama bear” holds great power for the one
participant for it signifies affection, protection and fierce attitudes towards matters of
disagreement on social issues, some of which they believe can even harm them. In this way,
many of the women feel empowered through their motherly identity to stand up for what matters
to them most politically — their families.

V. (Re)-Education for Correct Conservative Social Issues

Critical Race Theory (CRT), defined as a theoretical and legal system that rejects the
philosophy of colorblindness and recognizes the continual nature of systemic racial disparities,
despite supposed racial progress (Crenshaw 2011, Fortin 2021, Bell 1992, Delgado and Stefancic
1993, 1998). While scholars have critiqued the theory since the late 1990s and early 2000s
(Barnhizer 2006, Mocombe 2017), CRT has become a recent politicized phenomenon for many
conservative politicians and pundits, who are fighting to keep its narratives out of school
curriculum through legislation and movements within school boards (Wise 2020, Gibbons 2021).
They believe the theory has the power to ‘indoctrinate’ young students with feelings of shame
and discomfort, false history about racism and teaching kids to hate their country (Huq 2021).
Many vehemently disagree with children learning about US history and contemporary events
through the lens of racial disparities and oppression because it has the potential to “make the

white kids feel bad or ashamed.” Speaking about the history of US is impossible without the

mentions of people of color and the treatment they faced — which is decidedly the point of
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disagreement for the women in the study. Discussions of white guilt and blame are mentioned
when speaking about these lessons instead of coming to terms with the troublesome and horrible
truths that have existed since the nation’s founding. From a CRT-based perspective, coming to
the honest history of the United States means arriving at the fact that a part of a white person’s
identity is intrinsically connected to those systemic foundations of racism, sexism, classism and
beyond. The discomfort and rage at the association causes many white conservatives to retaliate
and fight against the teaching of Critical Race Theory. For Elizabeth, a part of her work involves
programming for children to be taught about conservative ideology and the undoing of CRT-
informed practices in an afterschool program. In speaking about this program, she explained the
ultimate goals of the meetings:

“And it's really teaching kids patriotism, teaching them about their history, teaching

them, you know, that it has nothing to do with CRT, it's actually counter-CRT and why,

you know, America is not systemically racist, and just teaching kids the importance of

history, and to learn from their history and to love America.” (Elizabeth, California).
The importance placed on reteaching children to have pride in their country and ignore the racist
systems present in the United States is inherent in being good mothers for the women I
interviewed. This solidifies the point that raising good Christian, conservative and proud
Americans is essential for many of the participants. Education and re-education highlighting
certain parts of history and culture through counter-CRT measures is just one way of achieving
that goal.

VI.  White Blame and Shame

Additionally, this desire for a rebranding and the right type of education for their children

derives from a larger societal backdrop in which the conservative women spoke about a feeling

of guilt for their white identity. They spoke of greater blame being placed on them because of US

history, movements of racial reckoning and a recognition of white privilege being taught in
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schools and beyond. When adding on the added perception of conservatives, the participants felt
they had even more harming them in terms of perception. Voting for former President Donald
Trump, being white, and proud of their conservatism made them feel like targets for public
shame, cancelling and blame for larger societal issues such as racism. Natalie woman put it
simply:
“Why does it feel like for instance, with political things going on, and they know you are
a you are a white person, and you voted for Trump, you are now responsible for all the
things that are happening. And I don't, that's not a fair assessment. Because the problem
is, people don't take accountability for their actions. And that goes across the board. It
doesn't matter what your racial identity is. There's no accountability, it's easier to just
blame people. And I feel like right now, the people to blame are white people.” (Natalie,
Ohio).
Due to this feeling of being blamed and shamed, many wished for a larger expectation of color
blindness by society, so no one would be judged based on the color of their skin - instead of
agreeing how racism has indeed permeated structures and systems globally. A journey towards
willful (but never cruel) disagreement towards these facts is the desired path for many of the
women | spoke to, in the name of both believing they could walk away from white guilt and
systemic issues of racism can be erased if the lens of color blindness is adopted. The point that
no individual has control over their racial identity was one justification for the adoption of such a
lens. Anne, who is married to a white man, put it bluntly:
“Yeah, I think the recent narrative is certainly promoting guilt, and I'm not immune to
that, of course, I feel it...I think this huge benefit in being a white woman. Because |
think white males can feel a bit attacked, like, they're the ones with privilege and, and so
now I think a lot of them are that feel very guilty, a lot, feel a little pushback, I think to
that guilt, like, I can't help it. I was born white, and I was born with an X anda Y
chromosome.” (Anne, California).
On the other hand, they also recognize the advantages of being white and a woman, in that they

know no strangers are going to be suspicious or discerning towards their existence. They can

feed off the stereotypes of needing help, of being harmless, even weak. They are privileged for
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position as a white woman and all the characteristics that are assumed about that identity. In
reverse, Anne and a few of the participants noted that white men do not enjoy these same
privileges and are often blamed for much the harm rampant in a society based on systems of
white supremacy. They are targeted for their assumptions of misogyny and racism as well as are
attempted to be taken down from their positions of power. Anne continued her point about the
benefits of white female privilege through a recent example of her daughter receiving help
without concern because of her race and gender.
“I don't know if it's from feminism, but I don't think white women feel under attack quite
the same way. A white male would. So I feel like, like my daughter, who's 20. Now, this
just a quick example. She was trying to put air in her tires. And she couldn't figure out the
pump. And she was on the phone with me getting very frustrated. And I'm like, ‘You are
200 miles away, I cannot help you. But I absolutely guarantee to you there is someone
there who will help you.” And I think that's a privilege of being, especially for her, young
but you know, a white woman. Of course, someone there is going to see her as the sport
damsel in distress, and they are going to be willing to help and I've just experienced that
countless times in my life and I'm grateful for it.” (Anne, California).
It must be noted that the women in this study are aware of the privileges and drawbacks that
come from holding a white racial identity. The added benefits prescribed unto women via
chivalry and the “damsel in distress” come as a comfort to a few of the women since they are
beneficial within the confines of traditional gender roles. Receiving special treatment because
one is innocent and helpless via their gender and race is one benefit recognized and appreciated
by the women interviewed in this study.
An often-cited example throughout the study regarding racial privilege, guilt and
supposed injustice towards white people is affirmative action in higher education and court
appointments. The concerns outlined below support the arguments made by political science

scholars on conservatism, notably that affirmative action and related welfare programs benefit

individuals without meritocratic appeals (Aberbach 2017, Kimmage 2019). The recent Supreme
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Court confirmation of Justice Ketanji Brown caused a stir among conservative talking groups
and voters alike — my study participants were no different. They spoke about how discussing
Brown’s race and background should be irrelevant in the decision to nominate her to the
country’s highest court, without acknowledgement of the unique positionality she would bring to
the position. One woman in particular was very upset by the decision by virtue of President
Biden’s choice to highlight that she is the first Black woman to be nominated and confirmed to
sit on the bench. Within the context of conservative feelings that white male discrimination
permeates systems across the country, participants described a desire for a return to a pure
meritocratic system — which is known to still be impacted by issues of nepotism, sexism, racism
and classism. Speaking from a position of that may benefit from those restrictions, a program
such as affirmative action comes as a threat to those levels of power. One quote from Justine was
particularly poignant in this matter:
“And then, of course, we talked about somebody who's not going to teach white people to
hate themselves. And somebody who's not going to, because a lot of blacks don't like this
whole white privilege thing, either. They want to get ahead because they worked hard.
They don't want to get ahead because people feel sorry for them because they're
Black...They're just like, ‘whoa, if I got where I am, it's because I worked hard. It's not
because I'm Black. And I don't want to get ahead because I'm Black.” Because people are
never going to respect you if you got ahead just because of the color of your skin. You
have to get ahead through your own hard work. And if you're going to cry about it like,
‘I'm black, so he's mean to me,” then people probably [are going to] be mean to you
because you have a bad attitude. You just got to go into it. Forget about the color.”
(Justine, California)
Similarly, Catherine mentioned how she felt that, like everyone, she cannot help her racial
identity and the benefits/drawbacks that come with it. In that regard, affirmative action is to the
detriment of American educational systems because it has the power to discriminate against

those solely on the color of their skin — most prominently in the opinions of the participants,

white people. This is both a powerful and often-used theory used by those who follow
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conservative ideology to counteract efforts made by pro-affirmative-action activists. She
explained her hopes to have everyone’s skills judged, instead of their skin tone:

“Honestly, at this point in our nation being white is almost a drawback. Because there's

so much of a push to support minority individuals that almost come at the detriment of

any other individual. I was born white, because I didn't do anything about that. I'm

German and Norwegian heritage, like, about as white as you can get. But I think that it

probably I don't know that it has hurt me personally as much. I think white males are

basically have a harder time getting into a college or getting into certain jobs. And those
people want to support women and minorities. That's a good thing. But I think it's
dangerous to do that at the detriment of like, you know, qualified individuals not being
able to get jobs or get into schools or whatnot.” (Catherine, Florida).
While this individual recognizes the importance of supporting individuals with marginalized
identities, she sees that support as a detriment to those who hold identities of power and
influence; namely, white men who benefit from systems of racism and misogyny.

Lastly, the women spoke of negative perceptions surrounding their racial identity and if
they are actively labelled as such. Given the greater context of the racial justice movements,
affirmative action and the acknowledgment of racist systems in the US, the white conservatives
in the study expressed feelings of shame, guilt or concern for being identified as on the side of
the historical oppressor. Even the label itself is a source of great discomfort, with some of the
women saying they identify as “human beings,” “just a person,” or even “spirits.” In the process
of recruitment for this study, I received many messages declining to participate because the
subject was focused on individual identity of being white, a woman and conservative. Even for
those who consented and were interviewed, | heard feedback about the harmful narratives of
being associated with any of those three labels. This dislike for labels and conceptual identity is
concisely conveyed below by Mariam:

“It's damning. It's a damning thing to say, right now, ‘Oh, they're a white conservative

woman.’ ...At some point, every time they talked about anybody, they had to put a label
on it. So you know, they say, ‘so and so Democrat, so and so Republican,’ it's like, why?
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Why do we have to put labels always on everybody? Can somebody just say something
and not be labeled? ... And I feel it's a negative label.” (Mariam, Ohio).

The exacting concern over being labelled or perceived negatively causes the women to dislike
the practice of identifying with any characteristics other than ones known to be uncontroversial,
such as mothers or women. This dislike presents a clear narrative of avoidance and willful
ignorance, as well as the inability to separate systemic issues from personal identity. The women
I spoke with were aware of the inherent ills that plague American society (racism, misogyny,
etc.) but either refused to fully acknowledge their existence in the present, own the history as part
of their own identity, or wished to erase the history altogether. This pull between multiple
narratives for the women I spoke to is definitional of their experiences within their identity —
what is acceptable to identify with? Even if there are certain issues with aspects of the history
within their identity (as a white person or conservative), how do they acknowledge or begin to
come to terms with the negative perceptions? For some, it meant coming head-to-head with
issues of race, gender and political ideology through a candidate who was unafraid to be
unabashedly controversial through all three lenses.
VII.  Triple Threat: White, Female and Conservative

Without a doubt, the combined identities of conservatism, being white and female lend to
a wide array of complexities within experiences and policy positions. The women spoke to their
religious faith, their families, their femininity, their pride in their country and the culture they
hope to protect within each of those. They feel these parts of their identities threatened by the
media, by corrupt politics, an insecure border and the movement towards racial justice within the
country. With the concerns and inherently unsafe society for white conservative women to exist
within because of negative perceptions, the women seek a leader that promises security for their

families, reassurance for the acceptance of their conservative ideologies and a strong follower of
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traditional male power characteristics. Someone who espouses a faith for the ways were done in
the past, turns a blind eye to the systemic issues of racism and misogyny to avoid the perpetuity
of white guilt or shame and holds a deep care for the country and its traditional culture. For the

women within this study, that leader was President Donald Trump.
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Chapter 5: Feminism, Hostile Sexism and President Trump as a Leader for the Ladies

1. Introduction

In this section, I explore how opinions on feminism and its intersection with conservatism
came into play in the 2016 and 2020 election via the women’s support for President Trump,
despite his open displays of sexism on the campaign trail and during his administration.
Although specific inquiries were prompted throughout the interview, many of the women openly
expressed their disdain for the term ‘feminist’ and the progressive women’s liberation
movement. Many of the women associated the feminist movement and even the simple term to
be of great offense, “strange” and very far from how they or a leader should identify. Much of
this dislike can be connected to their desire for strict adherence to traditional gender norms
within their own identity and a hope to see those characteristics within their ideal political
candidate; this dislike is examined through the theoretical lens of ‘hostile sexism’ (Glick and
Fiske 1996, 2001).

In this way, the women of the conservative movement that I interviewed found solace in a
leader such as President Trump for his adherence to traditional gender norms (in being overtly
confident, strong and hypermasculine as well as a family man) and his protectionist, conservative
policy practices, but only sometimes his bombastic personality. While some of the women
enjoyed these hypermasculine displays, some found his sexist tweets and campaign sayings off-
putting. Neither group were ultimately dissuaded from supporting President Trump at the ballot
box. The women’s dislike of feminism and support for a misogynistic candidate such as
President Trump displays how the group had to make a choice: supporting their modern values
of women’s equality with limitations or vote for a candidate, despite his sexist views and

comments. This study finds dovetails between past scholarly research (Setzler and Yanus 2018,
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Kolod 2017, Rosen 2012) that while the women were at once tied to supporting women’s
equality, the interviewees decided to stay by President Trump’s misogyny because of their pull
towards conforming to traditional gender roles (displayed in their continued dislike of modern
feminism), a feminine desire to be protected, and in some cases, racial resentment.
II.  Review of Previous Literature

By way of understanding how traditional ideas of gender and conservatism from the past
inform the present support for a misogynistic and hypermasculine candidate such as President
Trump, I return to a review of the past literature in Chapter 2. The existence of anti-feminism
and a desire to return to classical gender roles is still present in the conservative ideology of the
women [ interviewed. Much of it mimicked the anti-ERA movement led by Phyllis Schlafly,
(Klatch 1987, Critchlow 2005, Blee 1998, Rymph 2006 and Spruill 2017). with modern twists
about equity of women of even more marginalized identities in the LGBTQIA+ communities and
women of color. Many also described that there is no need for feminism anymore, its association
as a dirty word and a modern woman’s place as leaders and mothers. I recall the landmark study
which divides the conservative female movement into two important sections: social
conservatives and laissez-faire conservatives (Klatch 1987). The first is rooted in religious
beliefs and traditional social values, while the other side is focused on economic and individual
liberty. This makes female conservatives a diverse group with distinct views on “human nature,
men and women’s roles, the function of government and the ideal society,” (Klatch 1987, 6). In
fact, social conservatives are the only ones who hold onto to traditional notions of gender and the
family in contrast to those who see them simply as rational, self-interested, and autonomous
actors. (Klatch 1987, 9). The one thing these historical groups can agree upon is the hatred of

liberal feminism, not for its attack on the family and the nurturer role or for prioritizing women’s
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needs above others, but for its supposed creation of big government (Klatch 1987, 149-151). If
family roles are decreased, various governmental agencies must step in to help, thus extending
their reach. While some of these descriptions still hold weight, many of the women disliked
feminism not just for espousal of equity (in comparison to meritocratic work), placing women
into men’s spaces they dislike, and the destruction of traditional ideals of femininity.

Phyllis Schlafly, during her movement to stop the passage of the Equal Rights
Amendment, was successful in synonymizing the 1970s feminist discourse with that of radical
lesbianism “to cement stereotypes of feminists as man-hating, lesbian, and militant” — this was
not uncommon during the time as feminism was seen as a denial of women’s biological nature
and thus their potential for fulfillment and happiness (Tate 2005, Bachetta and Power 2002, 13).
The word truly became synonymous for the changing cultures, traditions and expectations of
gender roles throughout the second wave to the current era (Barroso 2020, Minkin 2020). Even
now, feminism is associated with liberal feminist groups such as the National Organization for
Women (NOW) and the Feminist Majority Foundation and therefore targeted by conservative
female leaders. (Schreiber 2018, 62).

IIl.  Negative Connotations of Feminism

In conversation with the participants, the word was automatically connotated with
discussions of abortions, women outside the US without the same privileges and the toxicity
associated with the movement — being anti-men, specifically the white men they know in their
lives. The women expressed that identifying with such a term provides a similar negative
perception as being labeled as ‘white,” ‘conservative’ or even both. The act of identifying with a

single word — ‘feminist’ — has the power to connotate support for abortion, hatred of men, and
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the denial of a woman’s rightful place in society (Sommers 2000, 2009, Glendon 1975, 1987).
The following moment in one of the interviews outlines this thought process well:
“You know, like, when I hear women say, ‘you know, oh, I'm a feminist.” It's like, well,
what does that mean? Because I think that that word can be kind of confusing, because,
of course, like, all women want to be treated with respect and dignity and have the same
rights. But I think that but they always take it way too far, you know, with their behavior
and how they act and how they're pro-choice and pro-abortion and taking, you know,
abortion pills in front of people. It's just disgusting. And it's harmful. Because I always
say if you're pro-women, then why would you be pro-choice? Because shouldn't every
child, preborn or born have the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness...They
believe your baby just because you don't want it. And that's liberty and women's
liberation. That's freedom. No, it's not. It's harmful...So I just think that it's a big lie. And
it's just a mind game. They try to convince you that it's empowering, and women's
empowerment and boss babe. And you got to be, you know, equal as men. And it's just
we're not created that way.” (Elizabeth, California)
The single mention of the word ‘feminist’ brought a complex discussion to the table about its
association with traditionally liberal beliefs, such as abortion. Scholars have written extensively
on this topic from decades past; however, few mention its continued relevance in the voting
pattens of white conservative women (McCarver 2012, Schrieber 2014, Bachetta and Power
2002). The issues that run deep in the hearts of these participants are intrinsically connected with
the term ‘feminism’ and female leaders who espouse ideas about women’s liberation and equal
rights — often those who are on the opposite side of the political aisle. The dislike of the word
also indicates a stronger support for candidates who follow gendered norms who retaliate against
the negative connotations of feminism. In essence, when a conservative white woman hears the
term ‘feminist’ or ‘negative ideals’ connected to the term, she automatically assumes she is being
attacked and turns in the direction of leaders who espouse the opposite (such as President
Trump).

Additionally, another relevant quote brought up by a participant presenting conservative

women’s critiques of feminism showcased the interpreted exclusivity of the term. Just as
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Elizabeth in the previous paragraph mentioned the lack of protection for “unborn girls,” the main
critique by Natalie here is the failure of the movement to think of women in other countries. Her
words draw on assumptions of poverty, non-western stereotypes and the desire for countries
outside of the Western world to hold the same cultural expectations for women and their
opportunities. Her concern for women outside the United States is her primary concern when it
comes to the modern movement of feminism:
“But my problem is with feminism, we pick and choose what we're going to care about.
You care about women's rights, but you don't care about a fetus has rights. You don't
know if the fetus is male or female, you care about women's rights. You don't care about
the women in Arab countries that are dying in their homes with their children, because
they can't leave their house without a male relative. So it's like, you want to scream and
yell about women's rights here...But we all have it good here [but] there's women in
other countries, and Africa, and Indonesia, and Arab countries...that are living in the
worst conditions and are being treated worse than someone would treat a stray dog. So I
feel like if we're gonna boost women, we need to boost all women.” (Natalie, Ohio).
The critiques espoused in this quote highlight how conservative women wish to look beyond the
systemic issues still faced in the United States today into problems faced beyond the nation. A
constant theme throughout the conversations was their personal lack of experience with gender
inequality, barriers to opportunities and overall discrimination. While it is possible the women
have not experienced entrenched levels of oppression and inequality, they also speak from a
place of privilege due to their positions as white women and the benefits they receive from that
identity (see Chapter 4, Section D). By focusing on women (mostly of color because of the
regional and country choices mentioned in the above quote) outside of the United States, she
undermines the current messaging of the progressive feminist movement (as outright rejection or
in their weaknesses to expand their mission abroad) and the life experiences of women who are

still greatly impacted by gender inequality and discrimination — even if the participants have not

had exposure to those issues themselves.
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Another broad theme across the interviews was the tendency for feminist ideologies to
promote women entering traditionally male fields, which upsets the balance of conservative
gender norms. A contrast from past scholarship about conservative feminism is that while the
women still believe there are traditional jobs and roles for each gender to fulfill, equality
between the sexes exists and discrimination does not occur. Whereas some conservative women
may have agreed in the 1970s feminist movement that equality did not exist (but may not need
to), today’s ideologues believe gender equality has come to fruition. This equality may be
characterized differently than those liberal perspectives because of their distinct belief in separate
men’s and women’s professional and familial spaces. Its core tenets are described by Anne as
follows:

“So, I get feminism, I do feel like women are okay overall and are equal to men. But

there's things, there's jobs [that] men do, [and] I want no part of it. I don't want to do

those jobs. I don't even want to be asked to do any of these jobs. That's their jobs. That's
what they need to do. But if we're if a man or a woman are doing the exact same jobs are
doing the exact same way, and it's done properly, then yes, they should be paid the same.

I agree with that. I agree that women shouldn't make less just because they're a woman. I

don't think that's fair.” (Anne, California).

The pull between the new and the old interpretations of women’s equality becomes clear through
this statement because of her assertion that women have achieved equality through choice, even
as gendered professions still exist. Not only do those type of professions (she mentioned
firefighting and many advanced medical/science degrees) hold space in today’s world, but she is
a living example of a woman who wants nothing to do with the male-dominated fields. She
proclaims her choice to stay in the “woman’s lane” and let the men do the work they are
supposed to do through choice, per the traditional gendered norms. Her argument that gendered

professional separation is a result of men and women self-selecting into particular spaces

generalizes the continued existence of discriminatory practices in certain fields. While many

61



Caught at Crossroads: What It Means to Be a White Conservative Woman in 2022

women may not choose to enter into certain fields because of the nature of the work, one may
also question the male-dominated atmosphere and other barriers to entry. References to choice
complicate a discourse on women’s equality and feminism, since both preferences and
discrimination can coexist in the workforce. However, here her argument displays how the
disagreement over discrimination is the driving force behind conservative forms of feminism,
which sets it apart from the anti-feminisms of the past that did not fight for women’s equality at
all.

Another important facet of feminist and gender critiques is the belief that feminism is
inherently anti-man. Within the context of their concern about male discrimination (see Chapter
4, section F.), two of the women explained that the modern feminist movement has a large part in
the war on men. This falls in line with what conservative scholars have written about feminism
and the broader anti-feminist movement historically (Maddux 2004, Soloman 1979, Sommers
2000). the act of uplifting and empowering women of all identities (including those with
intersectional marginalized characteristics), men become discriminated against. Through
critiquing larger systems of racism and sexism, white men feel personally attacked for their
identities. This greater theme of connecting personal attributes to greater societal problems
occurred across the interviews and played a large role in these discussions about feminism. Two
specific quotes stand out as representative of this phenomena:

“I think that the feminist movement is a big lie...Because you know, as a woman, I'm

very proud to be a woman, and I don't see where I don't have rights that men do. I don't

see where men are, you know, treated better than women. In fact, I think women are
treated far better than men. I think that there's a war on men right now, especially white
men in particular. So, I think it's a big lie about this whole women's liberation and
freedom...It doesn't represent me, you know, I'm for equal rights for men and women,
but we're created totally different. And there's different roles that we play. I don't think
that men should be doing, you know, everything that a woman does. And I don't think

women should be trying to do everything that a man does.” (Elizabeth, California).
And;
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“But like, I would say that I think that like, Betty Friedan. And like, The Feminine
Mystique, 1 think just got weird. And that's not something I would agree with, but I do
really agree with the basic tenet that men and women are equal. But then I think
feminism kind of turned and became more like anti men or anti male, whatever. And 1
think that wasn't good. I also think that it's like fine for women to you know, want to have
children and become stay home moms, if that's what's best for their families, and it's
perfectly fine for the man to be the breadwinner in a home. If that is what works best for
their family.” (Catherine, Florida).

What stands out from these two quotes is their discomfort with the deviation from
traditional modes and interpretations of men and women from the past. While they may agree
that men and women should be given equal rights, that degree of equality only extends so far as
each gender carefully maintains ideas about motherhood/fatherhood, breadwinning, types of
professions and other social issues (Tate 2005, Bachetta and Power 2002). Looking beyond these
traditional modes requires women to ask for ‘too much’ and works against the ideals of the
nuclear family highlighted in the second quote. By diverging away from the ideal that men and
women are equal, but different, feminism stokes a deep-felt anger and disgust in the minds of the
conservative women I spoke with. This falls in line with the previous literature analysis, that
these ideals of socially conservative feminism uplift the idea that women currently hold the same
equal rights as men and should be unafraid to still lean into their more traditional feminine side
(McCarver 2012, Schreiber 2018).

In the broadest sense, this study finds that conservative women have deviated from the
past 1970s anti-feminist critiques and towards a semi-support for women’s equality. While they
still feel that feminism is inherently anti-men, anti-traditionalist and liberal, the women support
the version of the term that confines of their conservative beliefs and ideals of women’s equality.
So long as women are able to be separate, but equal from the male domain and function within

the traditional forms of femininity and motherhood, the women are accepting of the term. These

qualities and beliefs impact the women’s views of sexism in politics and the type of male
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leadership they seek in the presidency. This connection will be explored in the following two
sections.

1V.  Impacts of Hostile Sexism

Given these ideas about feminism and the roles required of each gender, I augment and draw
from the literature about the influence of sexism in politics, specifically hostile sexism. First
coined by psychologists Peter Glick and Susan Fiske, the Ambivalent Sexism Inventory
measures both benevolent sexism (“a subjectively favorable, chivalrous ideology that offers
protection and affection to women who embrace conventional roles”) and hostile sexism
(“antipathy toward women who are viewed as usurping men’s power’’) (Glick and Fiske 1996,
2001). I offer that the women benefit from their hostile sexist views of feminism and women
who speak out against Trump’s sexism since they are uplifted by their white racial identity and
traditional conservative views. Two other studies (Jost et al. 2008, Swim et al. 1995) offer that
the unique positionality of white women allow them to justify their elevated status in society
through sexist beliefs and traditional gender relations. As I have analyzed in the above
quotations, the women attempt to deny the experiences of marginalized women by claiming the
lack of discrimination and oppression on the part of gender, essentially denying the impact of
intersectionality. This is what Swim et. al characterizes as modern sexism, per the example that
the women in this study claim the lack of women in male dominated career fields can be
attributed to gendered preferences, choices and innate abilities to be caring and nurturing. While
I was not able to survey the women based on the Ambivalent Sexism Inventory and other
assigned metrics, I draw on the themes provided by these definitions to make the case that the
critiques of feminism through hostile sexism, the beliefs in traditional gender norms, and in some

cases, their uplifted stance as white women through racial resentment inform the women’s
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support for a sexist politician such as President Donald Trump. No scholars have connected these
theories outside of the 2016 election, nor used qualitative data to provide additional perspective
to the thoughts and feelings of the women closest to the movement (Setzler and Yanus 2018,
Yokely 2018).

V. Where Does President Trump Come in?

The most effective method to assess conservative white women’s increased support for
President Donald Trump between the two election cycles (Appendix B) through the lens of
feminism and sexism is by breaking their decisions down into two categories: 1) voted for him
based on policy, not his personality, 2) voted for him based on both attributes. While some
agreed with the policy proposals and executions in his campaign and administration, they found
various instances of sexist comments disheartening and off-putting even beyond his gregarious
tweets. However, this did little to change their vote choice. On the other hand, his personality
made the women even more supportive of his messaging and policy plans because of their hyper-
masculine feel and confidence. Whether or not the women were turned away from his sexism,
Trump plays into ideas of traditional gender roles and duties, the male protector stereotype, all
while facilitating a newfound pride in the country.

The first category, in which the women liked President Trump’s policy but found his
personality, racism and sexism disagreeable are characterized by the following quotes. When
faced with the decision of voting for the Democrat or the Republican who both stirred up
controversial feelings on these issues, they still sided with what they believed were the best
policies for them and their families. For two of the women, they saw the good he exacted in the
proof of the policies he was able to enact, even if it meant they had to still listen to his speech

and social media presence:
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“I think a lot of people think that he did what he said he was going to do. I mean, he took on
China, he cut taxes he, whatever, we can go through that again. I mean, it's just that if it
would happen in a different way, maybe it would have been better, like the inflammatory
speech.” (Rebecca, District of Colombia).
And;
“I personally don't like President Trump. I didn't like his style, but I thought that a lot of his
policies that he promoted in this presidency were good. I thought that yeah, there are various
actual policies that could agree with despite my personal dislike of him.” (Anne, California).
They speak of his style and personality as “inflammatory” and later as “bombastic” within the
second quote, when they wished that he could have been more collected as past presidents have
set the standard. I spoke at length with the women about how they coped with a leader’s
personality that they disliked, but stayed for his policies. Some deleted social media, had
agreements with partners about turning off all sources of news when they spoke about his
personality instead of policies and even chose to remove the topic from conversations with
friends. For these women, having the tax, security and family policies they wished for in place
meant more to them than the personality disagreements. Even as he continued to espouse sexism
and controversial messaging, the women were able to tune him out and vote for him solely on his
policy platform.

Apart from general dislike, two of the women (Anne and Natalie) described the specific
moral and philosophical dilemma they faced when they decided to vote for President Trump.
While they were able to recognize the behavior they disliked, they felt that it also became a
grander moral discussion about choosing to support the good of the country in comparison to the
harm he may have caused to a select few women. In the end, they were still able to look past
these issues even amidst the moral dilemma. Anne described the conflict thusly:

“You get into a whole philosophical conversation of how much just someone's disgusting

comments and behavior negate the amount of good they're able to do in the presidency,

and then where you know, do you take like your personal offense and that terrible way

he's cheated a handful of women or do you look more at the greater good of millions
[and] billions of people? I don't know.” (Anne, California).
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This quote highlights the deep sincerity and honesty expressed by the women in their voting
considerations. For this woman, she realized that a vote on leadership could challenge their
moral stances and ideas about the greater good. It would be incorrect to assume that the women
did not understand or observe the behavior that upset them about President Trump — in essence,
his misogyny and controversial comments were not insignificant to all the conservative white
women within this study. They philosophized and weighed their options, even if the end result
was casting their ballot for a candidate they did not entirely agree with. From a broader
standpoint, Natalie explained that they were able to put what they believed what was best for the
broader community over President Trump’s treatment of a few select women. She supposed that
this was the case for many women who were upset by his actions, yet made the step to support
him in either or both elections:

“That being said, I think that a lot of women did look past his kind of prickly exterior to

see, because they want to support the policy issues that he was espousing. There are a lot

of people who don't like politicians, but what they care about is, you know, is this politician

going to deliver on policies that's going to, you know, positively impact my community?”’

(Natalie, Ohio).
Many of the women I interviewed were concerned about the sexist comments, inflammatory
language online and controversial stances, not for their own sake but for others. They wanted the
best for their country, families and communities, even if it meant supporting a candidate who
went against some of their morals concerning women. In this way, they were pulled between
individualistic and group desires, but eventually chose what they thought would be the best for
the majority of Americans policy-wise.

Choosing to look past his statements entirely, about a third of the women argued that Trump

was not problematic at all, and should instead be appreciated for his hardy attitude, ‘rough-

around-the-edges’ opinions and his accordance with how men traditionally speak about women
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from positions of power. Often, his unproblematic nature was connected to his Twitter usage and
his brusque, casual communication with the American people. He stood out as relatable and a
pioneer of his own brand based on confidence and pride in the country and beliefs. That type of
attitude resonated with the participants and left the women with the impression that his different
leadership style did not impact them in the same way as the other women and their moral choices
to vote for him. Justine, a fan of Trump’s whole brand, spoke directly of his ability to ‘speak off
the cuff’ and directly about what was on his mind:
“I think he should have a lot of personality like Trump's does where like, you hear the voice.
And you automatically know that it’s Trump because he's got his own unique voice, right.
And he doesn't have to read off the teleprompter, because he can just speak off the top of his
head. And I like that. He tweets all the time. And so, I like that, because he would tell us
what's really going on when the news wouldn't. So, I think that's a good way to communicate
with the public.” (Justine, California).
Additionally, even when the women might acknowledge some of his controversies, they were
open about not minding his brash attitudes or public statements on Twitter. If anything, it made
him appeal to them more because the women were able to resonate with the liberty he took with
his speech as metaphorical to the freedoms conservatives wish to have in all of their lives. This
particularly sat well with Natalie, because of her similar attitude and manners she uses when
interacting with her customers. She enjoyed President Trump’s casual and confident narratives,
because it was the same way she liked to exist as a proud conservative woman out in the world,
attempting not to mind what others thought of her opinions.
“He didn't necessarily turn me off. He was not a politician. So he wasn't a smooth talker.
He didn't tell us what we wanted to hear. But he told us what we needed to hear. But the
execution of words wasn't always perfect. But did he get his point across? Yes. Did he
make things happen? Yes. Even though everyone stood in his way to get things done,
things still happen... But [he was] being rough around the edges, and probably not saying

all the best things appropriately. Like I get his execution. He talks like we talk.” (Natalie,
Ohio).
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The quote about President Trump speaking in the same manner as the women and other
conservative Americans iterates the depth of connection that his voters felt to him. They felt he
was ‘one of them,’ that he could ‘talk the talk,” and understand his background. His dynamism
and populist tendencies were able to draw the women in, even when they did not always agree
with the content or complete manner by which he spoke. Additionally, the allowance of certain
aspects of his personality and references to stereotypes of masculine dominance also showcase
these women'’s traditional expectations for what it looks like for a man to lead. Desiring these
characteristics has been discussed by political scholars on what women look for in terms of a
leader — often someone who espouses protectionist policies and holds hypermasculine qualities
(Kolod 2017, Rosen 2012). Charisma, aggression, and controversy without consequence are key
ingredients in the iconic dogma that is traditional masculine narratives — something that
President Trump performed particularly well. To be a man of authority and respect is to be
unafraid of your speech, of your actions and how you wish to lead per the gendered stereotypes
about men. This playbook is clear in the actions of President Trump and attractive to
conservatives for its return to traditionalism and gender binary expectations.

Lastly, some of the participants even went so far as to say that Trump never acted in a
sexist manner due to his lack of knowledge about being recorded and also his similar behavior to
other men in the lives of the participants. The trope that “boys will be boys™ has a powerful hold
in this context, since it again excuses Trump’s behavior within the confines of typical and
traditional masculine expectations. Due to the attachment with older expectations of gender
(which became clear in the opinions on feminism and women’s rights today), some of the
participants see President Trump as epitomizing that standard. To critique his behavioral

standard is to move towards the side of the progressive women’s movement and redefine what it
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means to exist as a woman (in a binary light) in a man’s world. It questions how women have
been treated for decades by men of power and whether they should lose any of that prestige
when they violate a woman’s autonomy and respect. Justine grew upset when speaking of her
friends who ridiculed her choice to defend Trump’s honor during the Miss America controversy.
She explained:
“And one of them started to hate Trump because she heard that Trump walked into the
dressing room, while the girls, you know, who were trying to be Miss America, Miss
USA or something are changing clothes, right? She just thought, ‘What a jerk. You know,
what a jerk.” And then there's that whole thing on the bus where he was bragging about
how he could get any woman he wanted. But you know, he also didn't know he was being
recorded, right? So they think that men shouldn't talk like that. And they think what a
jerk, a guy who talks like that, how he can grab p*ssy, how he can do whatever he wants,
right? Like, in my experience, like knowing men growing up, that's how men talk. That's
just how they talk. Like, I don't feel like Trump was any different from all the men I
knew when I was growing up.” (Justine, California).
The association of President Trump as familiar and on par with the other men she typically
spends time with may be interpreted as the power of political socialization and a fondness for
traditional hyper-masculine virtues on this woman’s politics. Her confusion of a friend’s dislike
for this type of traditionalism and poor treatment of women speaks to her commitment to older,
more conservative gender relations. The expectation that men are allowed to act and speak
poorly of women as they please is rooted in age-old roots of misogynistic masculinity, upheld by
other individuals such as this participant when they excuse sexism by men of authority. When
power is derived from diminution of women and others uplift such actions, the systemic
misogyny and male power dynamics will not be changed. This is not to say that all conservative
women agree with these actions (as has been outlined above) but the advert support clues us into

the depth of commitment to the systems of power that at once tear down women and uplift those

who support leaders through their sexism.
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Chapter 6: Conclusions

1. Personal Statement

When I set out to write this paper about the 2022 white women’s space within
conservatism, [ was ready to interact with individuals with vastly different opinions from my
own and disparate life experiences. I conclude this project with a broader worldview, a gratitude
for open conversations and a greater understanding of what it means to be a white conservative
woman today. The women opened their hearts and minds through the interviews about their
beliefs, care for their families and what they value in leadership. I am thankful for the generosity
of their time and the ability to give their individual perspectives a platform, outside of the
valuable quantitative studies conducted by other political science scholars.

Il.  Limitations and Future Directions

In terms of opportunities for future research, scholars could investigate group
membership, psychological implications, in-depth analysis with the hostile sexism scale, regional
focuses and linguistic analysis instead of the broad thematic lens taken within this study. The
original intent of this study was to interview white women as members of conservative women’s
organizations, such as the Independent Women’s Forum, Women for Trump or National
Federation of Republican Women, to gather their perspectives on policy issues, what
membership means to them, and how the organization impacts their identity and voting patterns.
Due to complications with participant recruitment, this study takes a broader, national reach of
women within and beyond these organizations to ascertain how these identities impact politics
across the span of the whole country. Additionally, a group-based focus or regional specificities
could be examined in future studies. Looking into other forms of methodology, this topic can be

lent to psychological analysis to further explore why this group consistently votes conservatively
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and holds specific views about gender and sexism within politics. Text analysis is another
methodological avenue to be explored in future studies in order to dive deeper into the interview
excerpt meanings.

Many of the possibilities for future research also serve as examples of limitations for this
study. The range and number of participants were a challenge during the recruitment portion and
impact the variety and scope of data collected. If a greater timeline were allotted in future studies
or women'’s conservative groups are able to be contacted, broader and more diverse conclusions
could be drawn from the data. Additionally, the shortened timeline of this thesis study
encouraged this to be a coding product of my own account. I transcribed, coded and analyzed all
of the interviews for this study, which lends ensures there will be some inevitable human
personal biases involved. In future research, this could be avoided with the help of additional
coders and collaborative thematic analysis. This is not to say the implications of the current study
are not valuable or inconsequential, but rather there are future opportunities to hear from an even
wider variety of participants.

1Il.  Final Conclusion

In the broadest sense, the intersection of white racial identity, womanhood and
conservatism gives rise to a complex, deeply personal and sometimes paradoxical narrative about
political beliefs and morals. The women spoke of their struggle of being pulled between the old
and the new, of their fear in progressive changes around the country and of it meant to have any
(and all) of these identities and the power they hold threatened by those national shifts. By
inhabiting a place influenced by the systemic benefits of white supremacy and its instability
caused by the movement for racial reckoning, these women tackled feelings of shame, confusion

and even anger around their white identity. They also came to terms with their femininity and
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pride in being mothers in a new age of feminism, women’s equality and diverse gender/sexuality
expressions. Equally faced with the ideological paradox of agreeing with gender equality and
fighting against the liberal women’s movement, conservative white women sidle between
progressive expressions of gendered empowerment and traditional forms of womanhood and
motherhood. Lastly, the women held firm to their political beliefs even in the face of fears of
media corruption, public shaming/cancelling and a divisive political environment. The
multitudes of threats to each of their core identities resulted in the women each agreeing that it
takes courage to be white, female and conservative in 2022. They drew a sense of pride from
their fears, knowing they have stayed true to themselves and their belief systems even as society
changes. The white conservative women in this study are uniquely situated between ties to their
traditional family and gender roles and the intense political discussions of race, gender and
politics of the moment — each culminating in a crossroads of both the 2016 and 2020 elections
and its Republican candidate who confidently brought these issues to the forefront. Some were
turned off by his bombastic tweets, controversial personality and sexist campaign sayings, but
many chose to look past it through denial or for the sake of the policies and protection Trump
espoused to them and their families.

The stories of these women matter because they give us insight into how an influential
US voting group thinks through important issues regarding race, gender and policy platforms.
While the women differed on the specifics of what policy issues matter to them, they each
preferred a greater sense of traditionalism, security and pride in the United States. They hoped
for a strong, masculine and charismatic president to lead the country they love into the direction
they want. In telling their stories beyond the survey numbers, this study reaches new depths of

understanding and analyzes the detailed complexities on these hard-wrought issues of identity.

73



Caught at Crossroads: What It Means to Be a White Conservative Woman in 2022

Works Cited

Aberbach, Joel D. Understanding Contemporary American Conservatism. New York, NY: Taylor and
Francis, 2017.

Amanda Barroso. “61% of U.S. Women Say ‘Feminist’ Describes Them Well; Many See Feminism
as Empowering, Polarizing.” Pew Research Center (blog). Accessed November 9, 2021.
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/07/07/61-of-u-s-women-say-feminist-describes-
them-well-many-see-feminism-as-empowering-polarizing/.

Bacchetta, Paola, and Margaret Power. “Introduction.” In Right Wing Women: From Conservatives to
Extremists around the World. New York, NY: Taylor and Francis, 2002.

. “The Gendered Organization of Hate: Women in the U.S. Ku Klux Klan: Kathleen M. Blee.”
In Right-Wing Women. Routledge, 2002.

Barnhizer, David. “A Chilling of Discourse.” Saint Louis University Law Journal 50 (Winter 2006).
https://scholarship.law.slu.edu/lj/vol50/1ss2/13.

Bell, Derrick. Faces at the Bottom of the Well: The Permanence of Racism. Basic Books, 1992.
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb.33001.

Blackett, Emma. “‘Sexism Defeated!’: Women for Trump and the Binding Energy of Political Hope.”
.. ISSN 31, no. 2 (2017): 9.

Blee, Kathleen M. “Becoming a Racist: Women in Contemporary Ku Klux Klan and Neo-Nazi
Groups.” Gender and Society 10, no. 6 (1996): 680-702.

. “Introduction: Women on the Left/Women on the Right.” In No Middle Ground: Women and

Radical Protest. New York, NY: New York University Press, 1998.

. “Women in the 1920s’ Ku Klux Klan Movement.” Feminist Studies 17, no. 1 (Spring 1991):
57-77.

Burke, Kelsy. Christians Under Covers. Oakland, California: University of California Press, 2016.

Campbell, Karlyn Kohrs, ed. Man Cannot Speak for Her: Key Texts of the Early Feminists. Vol. 2,
1989.

Cassese, Erin C., and Tiffany D. Barnes. “Reconciling Sexism and Women’s Support for Republican
Candidates: A Look at Gender, Class, and Whiteness in the 2012 and 2016 Presidential Races.”
Political Behavior 41 (May 18, 2018): 677-700.

Chira, Susan. “Women Who Voted for Donald Trump, In Their Own Words.” The New York Times.
January 15, 2017.

Collins, Patricia Hill. “Intersectionality’s Definitional Dilemmas.” Annual Review of Sociology 41,
no. 1 (2015): 1-20. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-soc-073014-112142.

. “Learning from the Outsider Within: The Sociological Significance of Black Feminist
Thought*.” Social Problems 33, no. 6 (December 1, 1986): s14-32.
https://doi.org/10.2307/800672.

Crenshaw, Kimberle Williams. “Twenty Years of Critical Race Theory: Looking Back to Move
Forward.” Connecticut Law Review 43, no. 5 (July 2011): 1253-1354.

Critchlow, Donald T. Phyllis Schlafly and Grassroots Conservatism: A Woman'’s Crusade. Princeton,
NJ: Princeton University Press, 2005.

Daniels, Jessie. Nice White Ladies: The Truth about White Supremacy, Our Role in It, and How We
Can Help Dismantle It. New York, NY: Seal Press, 2021.

Delgado, Richard, and Jean Stefancic. “Critical Race Theory: An Annotated Bibliography.” Virginia
Law Review 79, no. 2 (1993): 461-516. https://doi.org/10.2307/1073418.

74



Caught at Crossroads: What It Means to Be a White Conservative Woman in 2022

Delgado, R., and J. Stefancic. “Critical Race Theory: Past, Present, and Future.” Current Legal
Problems 51, no. 1 (January 1, 1998): 467-91. https://doi.org/10.1093/clp/51.1.467.

“Democratic Women’s Caucus Open Presidential Letter Against Degradation of Women.”

Accessed October 11, 2021. https://speier.house.gov/ cache/files/{/8/f8a7179d-c770- 440a-bf6f-
daa66cab2690/1BE9FC3F7B968B4BSAEC28F33D04B864.2019-01-31-dwc-potus-letter.pdf.

Duncan, Lauren E. “Tactics and Identity Politics: Understanding Socially Conservative and
Economically Conservative Women’s Political Organizations: Righting Feminism: Conservative
Women & American Politics. By Ronnee Schreiber, New York, NY, Oxford University Press,
2008. 192 Pp. $29.95 (Hardback). ISBN13: 9780195331813.” Sex Roles 60, no. 11-12 (June
2009): 912-14. http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11199-008-9564-6.

Fortin, Jacey. “Critical Race Theory: A Brief History.” The New York Times, November 8, 2021, sec.
U.S. https://www.nytimes.com/article/what-is-critical-race-theory.html.

Fossett, Katelyn. “The Women of QAnon—and Where They Go from Here.” POLITICO.

Accessed October 11, 2021. https://politi.co/3dJWMhI .

Frankenberg, Ruth. “Thinking Through Race.” In White Women, Race Matters, NED-New edition.,
137-90. The Social Construction of Whiteness. University of Minnesota Press, 1993.
https://www.]jstor.org/stable/10.5749/].ctttsnhh.9.

Frasure-Yokley, Lorrie. “Choosing the Velvet Glove: Women Voters, Ambivalent Sexism, and Vote
Choice in 2016.” Journal of Race, Ethnicity, and Politics 3, no. 1 (March 2018): 3-25.
https://doi.org/10.1017/rep.2017.35.

Friedersdorf, Conor. “Why Have White Women So Often Voted for Republicans?”” The Atlantic,
November 26, 2018. https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2018/11/white-women-
gop/576586/.

Glendon, Mary Ann. Abortion and Divroce in Western Law. Harvard University Press, 1987.

. “Power and Authority in the Family: New Legal Pattersn as Reflections of Changing

Ideologies.” The American Journal of Comparative Law Vol.23 (1) (January 1, 1975): 1-33.

Glick, P., & Fiske, S. T. (1996). The ambivalent sexism inventory: Differentiating hostile and
benevolent sexism. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 70(3), 491-512.

Glick, P., & Fiske, S. T. (2001). An ambivalent alliance. American Psychologist, 56(2), 109—
118.

Hamm, Katie, Leila Schochet, and Cristina Novoa. “The Trump Plan to Cut Benefit Programs
Threatens Children.” Center for American Progress. Accessed October 11, 2021.
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/early-childhood/reports/2018/04/10/449262/trump-
plan-cut-benefit-programs-threatens-children/.

Harp, Dustin. “Misogyny in the 2016 U.S. Presidential Election.” In Mediating Misogyny: Gender,
Technology, and Harassment, edited by Jacqueline Ryan Vickery and Tracy Everbach, 189-207.
Cham: Springer International Publishing, 2018. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-72917-6_10.

Hirschmann, Nancy J. “Choosing Betrayal.” Cambridge University Press, March 9, 2010.
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/abs/choosing-
betrayal/50A846677B28B365AAC15FB4F2823EF2.

Hochschild, Arlie Russell. Strangers in Their Own Land. New York, NY: The New Press, 2016.

75



Caught at Crossroads: What It Means to Be a White Conservative Woman in 2022

Horwitz, Robert B. “Trump and the ‘Deep State.”” Policy Studies 42, no. 5—6 (November 2, 2021):
473-90. https://doi.org/10.1080/01442872.2021.1953460.

Hugq, Aziz. “The Conservative Case Against Banning Critical Race Theory.” Time, July 13, 2021.
https://time.com/6079716/conservative-case-against-banning-critical-race-theory/.

Igielnik, Ruth, Scott Keeter, and Hannah Hartig. “Behind Biden’s 2020 Victory.” Pew Research
Center (blog), June 30, 2021. https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2021/06/30/behind- bidens-
2020-victory/.

“Introduction: Women on the Left/Women on the Right.” In No Middle Ground: Women and Radical
Protest. New York, NY: New York University Press, 1998.

Jaffe, Sarah. “Why Did a Majority of White Women Vote for Trump?” New Labor Forum 27, no. 1
(January 1, 2018): 18-26. https://doi.org/10.1177/1095796017744550.

Jost, J. T., Nosek, B. A., & Gosling, S. D. (2008). Ideology: Its resurgence in social, personality,
and political psychology. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 3(2), 126—136.

Junn, Jane. “The Trump Majority: White Womanhood and the Making of Female Voters in the U.S.”
Taylor and Francis Online, 2017.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21565503.2017.13042247casa_token=U4Ym5vV
nrc0AAAAA%3ADSPAeObqQbvMsEftOv_XL4PcLj2PESMk93S0DcUS44XDaCgdU2v7qzCa
C4MoY4Xg7487ZEVAKXIz-.

Junn, Jane, and Natalie Masuoka. “The Gender Gap Is a Race Gap: Women Voters in US Presidential
Elections.” Perspectives on Politics 18, no. 4 (December 2020): 1135-45.
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1537592719003876.

Kimmage, Michael. “The Historiography of Twentieth-Century American Conservatism.” Oxford
Bibliographies, 2019. http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-
9780199756223/0b0-9780199756223-0080.xml.

Klatch, Rebecca E. Women of the New Right. Temple University Press, 1987.

Kolod, Susan. “Trump World: What Do Women Want?”” Contemporary Psychoanalysis 53, no. 4
(October 2, 2017): 567—-82. https://doi.org/10.1080/00107530.2017.1381874.

Maddux, Kristy. “When Patriots Protest: The Anti-Suffrage Discursive Transformation of 1917.”
Rhetoric and Public Affairs 7, no. 3 (2004): 283-310.

Marshall, Susan E. “Rattle on the Right: Bridge Labor in Antifeminist Organizations.” In No Middle
Ground.: Women and Radical Protest, edited by Kathleen M. Blee. New York, NY: New York
University Press, 1998.

The Catholic University of America. “Mary Ann Glendon.” University Libraries. Accessed November
8, 2021. https://libraries.catholic.edu//special-collections/archives/collections/finding-
aids/finding-aids.html.

McCammon, Sarah. “Planned Parenthood Withdraws From Title X Program Over Trump
Abortion Rule.” NPR, August 19, 2019, sec. National.
https://www.npr.org/2019/08/19/752438119/planned-parenthood-out-of-title-x-over-trump-rule.

McCarver, Virginia. “The New Oxymoron: Socially Conservative Feminism.” George Mason
University Journal on Women and Language 35.1 (2012).

McRae, Kathleen. “Mothers of Massive Resistance: White Women and the Politics of White
Supremacy.” Journal of Social History 53, no. 2 (November 1, 2019): 583-85.
https://doi.org/10.1093/jsh/shy080.

76



Caught at Crossroads: What It Means to Be a White Conservative Woman in 2022

Minkin, Rachel. “Most Americans Support Gender Equality, Even If They Don’t Identify as
Feminists.” Pew Research Center (blog). Accessed November 9, 2021.
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/07/14/most-americans-support-gender-equality-
even-if-they-dont-identify-as-feminists/.

Mocombe, Paul C. “Against Critical Race Theory.” Ethnic Studies Review 37-38, no. 1 (January 1,
2017): 83—-106. https://doi.org/10.1525/esr.2017.37 38.1.83.

Mudde, Cas. The Far Right in America. New York, NY: Taylor and Francis, 2018.

Oyez. “Obergefell v. Hodges.” Accessed April 28, 2022. https://www.oyez.org/cases/2014/14-556.

Phillips, Christian. “Wanting, and Weighting: White Women and Descriptive Representation in the
2016 Presidential Election.” Ohio State University Press, 2018.
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-race-ethnicity-and-
politics/article/abs/wanting-and-weighting-white-women-and-descriptive-representation-in-the-
2016-presidential-election/SOAACB2147E22FC160FC2034E8A89577.

Robson, Ruthann. “The Sexual Misconduct of Donald J. Trump: Toward a Misogyny Report.”
Michigan Journal of Gender & Law, no. 27.1 (2020): 81.
https://doi.org/10.36641/mjgl.27.1.sexual.

Rogers, Mary F., and Phillip B. Lott. “Backlash, the Matrix of Domination, and Log Cabin
Republicans.” The Sociological Quarterly 38, no. 3 (June 1997): 497-512.
https://doi.org/10.1111/].1533-8525.1997.tb00489.x.

Rosen, Ruth. “The Tea Party and Angry White Women.” Dissent. Philadelphia, United Kingdom:
University of Pennsylvania Press, Winter 2012. http://dx.doi.org/10.1353/dss.2012.0008.

Rymph, Catherine E. Republican Women: Feminism and Conservatism from Suffrage through the
Rise of the New Right. Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina Press, 2006.

Schreiber, Ronee. “Is There a Conservative Feminism? An Empirical Account.” Cambridge
University Press, April 10, 2018. https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/politics-and-
gender/article/abs/is-there-a-conservative-feminism-an-empirical-
account/4A230591305F7881614FA7D02DCS8E31D.

. Righting Feminism: Conservative Women and American Politics. New York, NY: Oxford
University Press, 2008.

Schreiber, Ronnee. “Injecting a Woman’s Voice: Conservative Women’s Organizations, Gender
Consciousness, and the Expression of Women’s Policy Preferences.” Sex Roles 47, no. 7
(October 1, 2002): 331-42. https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1021479030885.

Setzler, Mark, and Alixandra B. Yanus. “Why Did Women Vote for Donald Trump?”” Cambridge
University Press, March 26, 2018. https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/ps-political-science-
and-politics/article/abs/why-did-women-vote-for-donald-
trump/7634311B37174FB5C0064CAS387E0077.

Silverman, Craig, Jane Lytvynenko, and Pranav Dixit. “How This Pro-Trump Bus Tour Led To
The Capitol Coup Attempt.” BuzzFeed News. Accessed October 11, 2021.
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/craigsilverman/maga-bus-tour-coup.

Solomon, Jennifer Crew. “Child Sexual Abuse by Family Members: A Radical Feminist Perspective.”
Sex Roles 27, no. 9—10 (November 1992): 473-85. https://doi.org/10.1007/BF00290004.

Sommers, Christina Hoff. The War Against Boys: How Misguided Feminism Is Harming Our Young
Men. New York, NY: Simon and Schuster, 2000.

. “What’s Wrong and What’s Right with Contemporary Feminism,” January 17,

2009.

71



Caught at Crossroads: What It Means to Be a White Conservative Woman in 2022

https://web.archive.org/web/20090117085529/http://aei.org/docLib/20090108 ContemporaryFe

minism.pdf.

. Who Stole Feminism? How Women Have Betrayed Women. New York, NY: Simon
and Schuster, 1994.

Spindel, Barbara. “Conservatism as the ‘Sensible Middle:” The Independent Women’s Forum,
Politics, and the Media.” Duke University Press 21, no. 4 (Winter 2003).

Spruill, Marjorie J. Divided We Stand: The Battle Over Women's Rights and Family Values That
Polarized American Politics. New York, NY: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2017.

Swim, J. K., Aikin, K. J., Hall, W. S., & Hunter, B. A. (1995). Sexism and racism: Old-fashioned
and modern prejudices. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 68(2), 199-214

Tate, Helen. “The Ideological Effects of a Failed Constitutive Rhetoric: The Co-Option of the
Rhetoric of White Lesbian Feminism.” Women'’s Studies in Communication 28, no. 1 (April 1,
2005): 1-31. https://doi.org/10.1080/07491409.2005.10162482.

Oxford Bibliographies Online. “The Historiography of Twentieth-Century American Conservatism.’
Accessed November 9, 2021. https:// www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-
9780199756223/0b0-9780199756223-0080.xml?g=conservatism.

Tien, Charles. “The Racial Gap in Voting Among Women: White Women, Racial Resentment, and
Support for Trump.” New Political Science 39, no. 4 (October 2, 2017): 651-69.
https://doi.org/10.1080/07393148.2017.1378296.

“Understanding the Future of Feminism Requires Understanding Conservative Women | Politics &
Gender | Cambridge Core.” Accessed November 9, 2021.
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/politics-and-gender/article/abs/understanding-the-
future-of-feminism-requires-understanding-conservative-
women/DD88645F2EC4EFACIE9CCF35D752720D.

Walsh-Haines, Grant. “Issue Framing and Identity Politics in the Log Cabin Republicans.” Ph.D.,
Northern Arizona University. Accessed November 8, 2021.
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2054025736/abstract/F29F4A40EB1B46ECPQ/1.

“Where Government Is a Dirty Word, but Its Checks Pay the Bills - The New York Times.” Accessed
November 9, 2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/21/business/economy/harlan-county-
republican-welfare.html.

“Why People Vote against Their Economic Interests.” The Economist, June 5, 2018.
https://www.economist.com/democracy-in-america/2018/06/05/why-people-vote-against-their-
economic-interests.

Wise, Alana. “Trump Announces ‘Patriotic Education” Commission, A Largely Political Move.”
NPR, September 17, 2020, sec. Politics. https://www.npr.org/2020/09/17/914127266/trump-
announces-patriotic-education-commission-a-largely-political-move.

Zink, Jasmine Rose, "Sarah Palin, Conservative Feminism, and the Politics of Family" (2012).
Graduate Student Theses, Dissertations, & Professional Papers. 860.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/etd/860

b

78



Caught at Crossroads: What It Means to Be a White Conservative Woman in 2022

List of Appendices

Appendix A (Junn 2017)

100%
80% 65
60%
40%
20%
0%

!94'9 lgfo‘ "9'70 i%sr !95& f‘of’e /‘97-::‘ fpfa !9&; f“o‘?-? /992 j“o%‘ '9090 90% 909-? 90’2

Figure 1. Percent on white women who voted for the democratic. Source: American National Election
Study, 1952-2012.

Appendix B (Igielnik et al. 2021)
The gender gap narrowed among White voters

% of validated voters who reported voting for each candidate

2016 2018 : 2020

Share voting for ... ~ Margin Share voting ...  Margin - Share voting for ... Margin

Clinton Trump (Dem.-Rep.) Dem. Rep. (Dem.-Rep.) : Biden Trump (Dem.-Rep.)
Total 48%  46% |2 53% 44% o 51% 47% 14
Men 41 52 111 50 48 |2 : 48 50 2|
Women 54 39 pas 58 40 his i 55 44 f11
White, non-Hispanic 39 54 1514 46 52 6l 43 55 121
Black, non-Hispanic 91 6 jpmmgs 92 6 s 86 92 8 jpn 84
Hispanic 66 28 38 72 25 g7 : 59 38 21
Asian* 73 26 g7 72 28 44
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White women 45 47 2| 50 48 |2 : 46 53 71
Black men 92 6 jmmmsge 87 12 jpm 75
Black women 93 5 jmmmg8 - 95 5 90
Hispanic men 69 27 a2 57 40 17
Hispanic women 75 23 jun 52 61 37 24

*Asian adults interviewed in English only
Notes: Based on 3.014 (2016). 7.585 (2018) and 9,668 (2020) validated general election voters. Validated voters are those found to
have voted in commercial voter files. Vote choice for all years is from a post-election survey. 2018 figures indicate vote for U.S. House
candidate. See Methodology for details. White, Black and Asian adults include only those who report being only one race and are not
Hispanic. Hispanics are of any race. Don’t know responses not shown. There were insufficient sample sizes in 2016 to separately show
Black and Hispanic men and women. There were insufficient sample sizes in 2016 to show responses among Asians
Source: Surveys of U.S. adults conducted Nov. 29-Dec. 12, 2016, Nov. 7-16, 2018, and Nov. 12-17, 2020
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Appendix C

Semi-Structured Interview Question Guide
Thank you very much for agreeing to participate in this research project. I want to remind you
that everything we discuss today will be kept confidential. Also, please remember that if you feel
uncomfortable with any of the questions, you are under no obligation to answer them. During the
course of this interview, I would like to talk about three different topics: your identity (as a white
person, as a woman and as a conservative), your political beliefs and how they came to be.
Id like to begin by hearing about how you got involved with conservative politics.

1. What drew you to work in politics? What about the involvement makes you feel
passionate or engaged?

2. What role does politics play in your life?

3. What led you to support organizations or candidates that put forth conservative
agendas?

a. How do you feel you have made an impact?
b. How do you define conservatism in 2021?
4. Suppose I have never been to a [insert organization name] meeting before.
a. What would be the first thing I would notice?
b. What is spoken about?
c. What are the ultimate goals of each meeting?
d. What would I learn from the experience?
Thank you. I would now like to ask about your voting experience and preferences.
1. What political issues are most important to you? How do you make a decision about what
to prioritize?
2. How often do you vote for the conservative candidate?
3. Walk me through the last voting decision you made.
a. How did you come to your decision?
b. What leadership position was being elected?
c. Who was the candidate and what did you like about them?
d. What was the political climate like at that time and did it influence your decision?
4. Describe the ideal candidate.
a. What is their political party?
b. What do they stand for — i.e. social, economic, religious, community-based beliefs
and issues?
c. What do they look like?
d. What kinds of reactions would they receive from the public?
Now, if'it is alright with you, I hope to know a little more about your background, beliefs and
how you came to identify as a conservative.
1. Would you describe for me the first memory you have of a political interaction.
a. Who was present? What/who were they talking about?
b. How did their conversations make you feel?
c. Who or what were the biggest influences on your political beliefs growing up?
2. Can you tell me a little bit about how your political beliefs evolved over time? How did
you come to identify yourself as conservative?
3. I’dlike to ask you a little bit about your take on feminism. Feminism is traditionally
defined as “the belief that men and women should have equal rights and opportunities”

80



Caught at Crossroads: What It Means to Be a White Conservative Woman in 2022

(Merriam Webster 2021). Others propose that women should have equitable rights to
bring them up to the same status as men, such as providing benefits to help women into
male-dominated career fields. Others mention the importance of especially helping
women of even more marginalized identities such as women of color, immigrants or
LGBTQIA+ individuals.

a. What do you think?

b. Does feminism play a role in your life? In your politics? What about women’s

rights?

Thank you for that. These next questions are about political perception, or how you believe the

party, your organization or you are perceived by others.

1.

[Introduce scenario about how white conservative women are perceived that may be most
relevant to when the interview occurs, for example about Marjorie Taylor Greene].

a. How do you react to this?

b. What emotions are brought up?

c. How would you respond to [group/person in given scenario]?

How do you believe you are perceived by others based on your political, gender or racial
identity?

a. Are they often positive, negative or a mix of both?

I would ask the same question about identifying as a woman. Are there different
perceptions?

a. Can you tell me about an experience that highlights those perceptions?

What is your relationship with your racial identity?

a. How do you perceive its benefits or drawbacks in the United States today?
Lastly, you mentioned [insert group mentioned that does the perceiving]. How do these
individuals or group perspectives change how you view yourself and your identity?

a. How do you most often respond to them?

What does being a republican/conservative mean to you?

1.
2.
3.

What policy positions or issues matter most to you?
What role does your political identity play in your life?
There seem to be a lot of opinions that white conservative women can look past the sexist
remarks of conservative politicians such as President Donald Trump or Senator Matt
Gaetz. [Insert remarks or examples as current at the time of the interview].

a. What do you think?

b. How did you react when those comments about [individual or group in example]

first appeared in the media?
c. How do you view and define sexism?
1. Are there any issues that may outweigh your view on sexism if it appears a
candidate might be acting or speaking in a misogynistic manner?

Finding additional information

Thank you for your thoughtful responses and giving time to my research. I have asked most of
the questions I had for you today. Before we go, however, if you have any other contacts who
you believe would be well suited or interested in taking part in my research, would you be
comfortable sharing their contact information? I would reach out to them in the same manner as I
did for you, and they would be under no obligation to participate per my asking. You can let me
know at this point or take some time and return that information to me as you have it via phone
or email.
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Lastly, would you like to share any additional information with me before we wrap up? Are there
any parting words you wish to express?

Thank you again for your time and please do not hesitate if you have any questions or concerns.
Have a great day, goodbye.
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