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Students practice on Tuesday in Distler Performance Hall in the Granoff Music Center, led by conductor and
director John Page of the Department of Music.

Symphony Orchestra looks to
expand horizons
by

Nicole Brooks

Contributing Writer

This year, the Tufts Symphony
Orchestra (TSO) is exploring new
opportunities by expanding its
program on campus, as well as off.
The TSO is one of the Department
of Music’s 23 performing music
ensembles that Tufts students
can partake in. As a full orchestra
of about 50 students, TSO offers
members an opportunity to continue their interests in orchestral
music regardless of their major.
“Most of the students in the
orchestra aren’t music majors, so it’s
an opportunity for the department
to connect to students who play

music, but aren’t music major[s],”
Tamara Win, a senior and TSO violist who is double majoring in child
development and music, said.
TSO is unique as it is not only a
student performance group, but
also a half-credit course for Tufts
students. Auditions are held for
interested students at the beginning of each semester and, for
those who are accepted, rehearsals are held twice a week under
the direction of Tufts Director of
Orchestral Activities and Lecturer
of Music John Page, who is
assisted by Orchestra Manager
and Tufts Community Music
Instructor Will Meyers.
Page was appointed as the

director of the orchestra in 2012
and, according to Win, has contributed greatly to the orchestra’s
recent expansion.
An award-winning conductor,
Page simultaneously directs the
TSO and serves as the director
of the Portsmouth Symphony in
New Hampshire. Page has brought
exciting new pieces to the TSO’s
repertoire and has begun to pursue
avenues for the TSO that have not
been explored in recent years.
“I think the best thing about him
is that he understands where we are
coming from as an orchestra that is
not created [from] music majors,”
see SYMPHONY, page 2
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Professor Steven Pinker, of the Department of Psychology at Harvard University, shares his perspective during the first panel of the two day Unlearning Violence Conference in Cabot Auditorium on Feb. 13. The
first panel focused on the philosophical and theoretical discussion of if we will become a more peaceful
species in years to come.
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The Friends of Tufts Libraries
Wednesday afternoon hosted
an author talk with the Chair
of the Department of Urban
and Environmental Policy and
Planning Weiping Wu, who spoke
about her newest book, “The
Chinese City.”
Laura Wood, the director of Tisch
Library, started off the event with a
presentation of the Maxine Newberg
Gordon Book Prize.
Wood explained that the prize is
given out in honor of Gordon (J ’70),
a math major who died after losing
a battle with breast cancer in 1999.
Gordon was passionate about both
mathematics and literature, and the
award is given to a current student
who shares her passion.
“Her family, friends and colleagues established a special endowment to honor her,” Wood said. “The
endowment is used to purchase literature for the library. In addition to
supporting the collections for the
benefit of the Tufts community, the
endowment includes an annual
book prize.”
Robinson
Professor
of
Mathematics Todd Quinto followed
Wood with remarks on this year’s
prize recipient, junior Thomas
Snarsky. Quinto explained the
uniqueness of the award and the
difficulty of combining two different
fields of study.
“The math majors I’ve seen over
the years who get this award are all
very special because they do combine two fields that don’t always go
together, but with these students,
they go together in a wonderful
way,” Quinto said.
He explained that Snarsky is
double majoring in mathematics and philosophy, and that he
has succeeded in some of the
Department of Mathematics’ most
challenging courses. Quinto also
said that the award was a book of
the recipient’s choice.
“Through the generosity of the
Gordon family, each recipient of
this prize chooses a book, a copy
of which is given to the library and
another copy [which] is given to the
recipient,” Quinto said. “Tom selected ‘Imperial’ by William Vollmann.”
According to Quinto, the book
discusses 20th century totalitarianism and blends both critical journalism and literary fiction.
“The most remarkable feature of
his work is his pervasive sense of
justice,” Quinto read aloud from a
statement written by Snarsky. “He
doesn’t just write about the needy.
Instead, he writes about the dazzling
moral complexity of human life and
the human condition at both its best
and its worst.”
Snarsky told the Daily after the
event that he felt very grateful for
the prize.
“It’s really a great honor,” he
said. “I got to speak with the family
who funds it and, you know, it’s a
privilege in [and] of itself that they
fund the award at all. To receive
it means that I was picked out in
some meaningful sense from the

rest of the math majors and the rest
of the folks who study literature.”
After Snarsky received his
award, Wood returned to introduce Wu, whom she said has been
a recipient of numerous awards
and fellowships. Wu has served
as a consultant for both the Ford
Foundation and the World Bank,
according to Wood, and has published six books.
“She has steadily produced
books,” Wood said. “Her research
explores the impact of migration on
cities, the role of planning and policy development on urbanization
and linkage between higher education and industry.”
Wood and Wu agreed that “The
Chinese City” is different than her
previous publications. Wu said that
she and co-author Piper Gaubatz,
a professor at the UMass Amherst,
wrote the book to discuss the transformation of China.
“When Piper and I started writing this book, especially because we
were targeting a larger audience, we
thought understanding a Chinese
city offers a lens into understanding the Chinese transformation in
the last 40 years,” she said. “We also
wanted to speak to the audience
like you ... we refrained ... from
making really large statements and
judgments about Chinese cities.”
Wu explained that urbanization
in China can be divided into two
categories: the migration to cities
and the changes within the cities.
Marketization, decentralization,
industrialization, migration and globalization were the factors Wu listed
as contributing to this rapid growth
of cities.
“These factors coming together
in a really short period of time ...
very few countries have had this
sort of intermingling of these large
forces at work over that short period of time,” she said. “That intermingling, in many ways, is the
driving force of this rapid urbanization of the country.”
Urbanization is not constant
across the country, however, as Wu
said that it is almost entirely concentrated in the eastern half of China.
“If you draw a line [through
China], 40 percent of the land area
is to the east and 60 percent is to
the west,” she said. “But guess how
much of the population lives to the
east? Ninety-five [percent]. We’re
seeing that cities, particularly the
large ones, are on the east coast ...
So China’s geography also indicates
a very problematic human-to-environment relationship.”
The way in which Chinese cities
have formed is also different than in
other developing countries, according to Wu. She said people tend to
concentrate in one large city in most
developing countries, but that in
China, people are spread throughout many large cities.
“Urban primacy exists everywhere in developing countries,
except in the very small ones or
some unique exceptions,” she said.
“One of the exceptions is China ...
You don’t actually have a [dominate]
see CITIES, page 2
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Professor discusses rapid Chinese urbanization
CITIES
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city. You have several cities. You have Beijing,
Shanghai and then, by sheer administrative
districting, you have Chongqing.”
She attributed this even distribution to
Chinese migration policies.
“Most countries allow market forces to
shape migration,” Wu said. “China, much
like the former Soviet Union — in fact
even more strict than the former Soviet
Union — has had a system of household
registration that links your place of residence to the provision of a set of public or
social benefits ... Up until 1983, you were
born in a place and you ... would be fixed
in that place.”
However, Wu noted that policies are
changing and that China is developing a real
estate market. She said that while employers
used to provide housing — she herself grew
up living nearby her parent’s coworkers —
that is no longer the case.
“That really fundamentally changed the
Chinese residential landscape within cities and created the increasing role of real
estate development and the cessation of
work unit compounds,” she said. “[That
has resulted in the] less walkable cities that
we’ve seen today.”
Wu concluded her lecture with a summation of China’s recent changes.
“In many ways, China and particularly
urban China is becoming more stratified
both within and across cities,” she said.
“Regionally, cities on the east coast are certainly doing better.”
She cautioned, however, that both the
debt of local governments and environmental problems could regress previous growth.
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Chair of the Department Urban Environmental Policy and Planning Weiping Wu speaks
about her new book, ‘The Chinese City.’
“In the end, what is going to potentially
undo all of the progress of not only urban
China, but China as a whole, could very well
be the fragile human and environmental
relationship,” she said.
After her lecture, Wu took questions from
the audience on the potential for reverse
migration and on the country’s management
of agricultural land.
“I think it’s difficult to see how much
reverse or return migration is going to take
place because the projections is another
300 million people are going to move to

continued from page 1

Win said. “He understands the workload we
are under, but also ... continues to hold us to
a standard of performance and ability.”
One example of the TSO’s expansion
this year is its involvement with the Tufts
Youth Philharmonic (TYP), which began
this past September. Organized by the Tufts
Community Music Program, the TYP, conducted by Page, consists of high school-aged
musicians in the area who must audition
to be accepted. Students practice each
week alongside faculty, who act as sectional
coaches, and Tufts students, who act as mentors, in order to gain experience in orchestral
rehearsal and performance instruction.
“As a student mentor, not only do we
just play with them because it’s helpful to
have strong players backing you, but it also
gives us an opportunity to help students
individually,” Win said. “For example, while
the coach is working with all the strings, we

can take out students who are struggling or
need help, which was always the vision of the
Philharmonic: to have that type of capability
and teaching available all the time.”
Not only is the TSO eager to expand its
impact on high school musicians in the local
community, but it also plans to expand performances beyond Tufts’ campus, according
to Myers.
“One thing we are looking into ... is, at the
end of this year, we are planning on performing in New York City,” Myers said. “I’ve been
in the orchestra now for six years. We’ve never
gone and performed somewhere outside of
the Tufts community in the time I’ve been
with the orchestra, and we are looking into
doing that now. In the future, we are looking
into doing a full-blown tour.”
The TSO usually performs once per semester, but this year the addition of another
performance in New York — possibly in late
April — has allowed the orchestra to take on
Shostakovich’s difficult “Symphony No. 5,”
which lasts around 45 minutes through four
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cities,” she said.
Wu explained that China’s desire for food
security has played a role in the patterns of
urban development.
“China does not have food security,” she
said. “However, the central government does
have the determination or the goal of achieving some degree of self-sufficiency, so that
actually has been playing out in urban development. There is a system that restricts local
governments’ continuous use of agricultural
land ... development is leap frogging around
[farm land].”

Performance in New York possible for TSO
SYMPHONY
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Tufts Symphony Orchestra plans to expand its concert offerings with additional performance.

movements. In the TSO’s last fall concert, it
performed the first and fourth movements of
the piece and plans to possibly perform the
second and third movements in the spring
concert.
“It’s exciting for me because that is
probably my favorite symphony,” sophomore Samuel Duncan, a TSO violist,
said. “There are a few people who really
like that composer and piece, so it’s fun
to perform.”
Written in 1937, “Symphony No. 5” reflects
the dark undertones of a repressive period
during Soviet history.
“At the time, it was [thought] that it was a
pro-Communist, pro-Soviet piece,” Duncan
said. “But more recently people have questioned [that interpretation] or whether it was
a veiled attack on Stalinism. It’s a very interesting piece to me.”
Beginning to learn Shostakovich’s symphony last semester has helped TSO members to achieve their long-term goal of performing the entire piece in one performance.
As an ensemble that usually performs only
twice a year, an additional opportunity to
play has not only given members something
to look forward to, but it also symbolizes all
the hard work and time they have committed
to TSO this year.
“To have performed [the piece] with the
knowledge that ... we will have done the next
two [movements] is just a really neat experience to have [accomplished],” Win said. “Last
semester’s performance wasn’t just for last
semester: It’s [for] the whole year.”
The TSO’s recent events and extensions
towards the community are a testament to
the improvements and new direction of their
director, John Page, and to the members’
dedication and hard work.
“Just the growth we have made is amazing,
and TSO is going to be making a statement in
becoming more than it ever was before,” Win
said. “I would definitely attribute that to John
Page. This would be just a really nice way to
validate all the work we do, and to just be Tufts
[Symphony Orchestra] in New York City.”
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Correction
	A Feb. 11 news article entitled “New indoor garden installed at Boston campus,” incorrectly described a relationship between
The Friedman School of Nutrition Science and Policy and the Massachusetts Horticultural Society. The actual relationship is between
the Jean Mayer USDA Human Nutrition Center on Aging and the Massachusetts Horticultural Society.
	Additionally, a Feb. 13 article entitled “Spoken-word artist, poet performs in Distler,” incorrectly listed Justin Rheingold in the
byline. In fact, the article was written by Josh Weiner.
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Concert Review

Arctic Monkeys perform raw, straightforward show
English rock band delights fans at Agganis Arena
by

Lauren Samuels

Contributing Writer

For some, concerts are a
form of performance art — a
chance for an artist or band to
reveal a wild side or grandiose
conceptual act. From the most
extreme cases — Kanye West’s
postponing of the Yeezus tour
because a few of his outrageous
props had been damaged — to
even the most subtle interactions — like Taylor Swift’s occasional walk through the crowd
— it seems that artists now
find concerts to be a more intimate chance to put themselves

out there. But English indie
rock band Arctic Monkeys do
not belong to this school of
thought. Ironically, that is a
breath of fresh air.
The group’s packed show at
Boston University’s Agganis
Arena on Feb. 6 was a treat.
Although their set list unsurprisingly encompassed most
of the newly released, “AM”
(2013), the band also incorporated older, more guitar-heavy
tunes like “Brainstorm” (2007)
and “Dancing Shoes” (2006). It
brought you back to what classic rock shows used to be like
for an earlier generation.

scannerfm_flickr via Flickr Creative Commons

Arctic Monkeys pulled out old favorites and perfected new classics at their
Boston University show last week.

Yet, it’s hard to speak to the
quality of the show without
mentioning the surprisingly
delightful opening groups. The
Orwells — a peculiar bunch
from outside Chicago, with
a stumbling front man who
chose to moan away much of
his husky voice — provided an
interesting start. Deerhunter,
an ambient punk rock group
that has recently been gaining
popularity, followed as the second opener.
Finally, after much baited
breath, frontman Alex Turner,
in tight pants and slicked back
hair, took the microphone and
started belting the opening
tune of their new album, “Do I
Wanna Know?” — skipping any
sort of introduction. It wasn’t
until the middle of the third
song, “Don’t Sit Down ‘Cause I
Moved Your Chair” from “Suck
It and See,” (2011) that Turner’s
creamy English voice slurred
the word, “Boston.”
Notwithstanding Turner’s
apparent apathy about the
crowd’s experience, the audiences’ excitement and passion charged the atmosphere.
Who could complain when the
Arctic Monkeys played songs
in quick succession, and each
jam was somehow just as crisp
and fresh as the last? While the
guitars strummed out perfect
— albeit distorted — melodies, Turner hit every falsetto;
his voice sounding just as it
does on studio record. Arctic
Monkeys’ tunes are practically
constructed for live performances. Each song contained

paulcarless via Flickr Creative Commons

The band performed with unflinching commitment to raw rock.
the perfect balance of solid,
rocking instrumentals and
catchy lyrics that the crowd
couldn’t wait to belt out.
Despite all their rock glamour, the group still knows how
to take things slow. After a sea of
loud, kicking choices the band
slowed it down with “I Wanna
Be Yours” (2013). Though there
was a decrease in the crowd’s
vocal involvement, a sea of
iPhone flashlights (and, yes,
a few actual lighters) went up
across the stadium creating
an awe-inspiring, twinkling
effect that gave an even more
heightened sense of magic
and spectacle. The band, content with their slow moment,
picked the stadium back up
with “Fluorescent Adolescent”
(2007). However overplayed it

may be, it never gets old. And,
as if chosen by the audience,
the Arctic Monkeys ended with
“505” (2007) — their quintessential crowd-pleaser.
However, a surprise remained:
the encore. The band played
“Cornerstone” (2009) which —
with its unhurried tempo — continued the illumination show
with a patterned rainbow light
that was reminiscent of psychedelic flowers. Culminating
with two last tunes from “AM”
— “One for the Road” and “R U
Mine?” — Arctic Monkeys left
the crowd jubilant.
Turner’s days may end best
when “the sunset gets itself”
— as he aptly puts it on the
track “Arabella” off of “AM” —
but no day can end better than
with an Arctic Monkeys show.

Restaurant Review

Kirkland Tap and Trotter features simple, refined cuisine
Restaurant shines with innovative atmosphere
by

Anthony Martinez
Daily Editorial Board

425 Washington Street — right near
the Somerville/Cambridge border —
may be a bit out of the way, but heading over there is well worth the journey
because the Kirkland Tap and Trotter
is the gourmet pub you have always
hoped to encounter. The restaurant is
owned by chef Tony Maw who wanted
to create a place where fine food and
casual dining mesh. Equal parts rustic
and modern, the restaurant’s interior
personifies it best: at any given point,
one can spot tarnished brick, white
wood, pastel grey plaster and a facade
composed entirely of framed glass windows. Along with the slim Edison bulbs
above the bar, this dimly lit venue has
a gorgeous atmosphere, and, more
importantly, delicious food.
The menu at the Kirkland Tap and
Trotter is essentially composed of pub
cuisine — rich flavors built around
fairly standard dishes: fish, burgers,
pork sausage and ribs. But the menu
is still peppered with more unconventional items, such as the grilled
salmon head. Served with a radish and
arugula salad, the salmon is so tender
it practically falls apart at the touch of
a fork. The Maine mussels, which come
in a saffron-infused broth, are just as
good, if not better — an impressive feat
considering how difficult it is to make
mussels shed their often fishy taste
and stringy texture.
And those are only the appetizers. The
entrees are just as exciting, and here,
the main courses have subtle nuances
that distinguish them from your stan-

dard pub food. Tap and Trotter’s grassfed cheeseburger comes with kimchi
Russian dressing and melted Emmental
cheese. It is a decadent, melt-in-yourmouth burger that tastes both savory
and pleasantly sour, served on a small
sesame bun with a side of seasoned
potato crisps. One menu item, simply
called Pork Three Ways, comes with
— you guessed it — pork done three
different ways: two types of sausage
and a slice of pork stomach. The menu
also contains a number of vegetarian
options, and the desserts — like their
entree counterparts — are basic dishes
embellished with quirky additions.
With food like this, it’s no surprise
that the drink menu is also impressive. Cocktails are comparable to the
restaurant’s food in taste. Indeed, The
Kirkland Tap and Trotter is not afraid
to use more exotic liqueur such as
cachaca, Corralejo and Bigallet — to
name only a few. There is also a wide
variety of beer on tap and a number of
craft beers to choose from. It’s difficult
to imagine anybody not finding something they’d like, and, moreover, every
option reflects the restaurant’s screwball sense of refinement and the overall
excellence of their ingredients. If neither beer nor cocktails are your cup of
tea, the restaurant also has an extensive
wine menu. The bar is small, comfortably intimate and very well stocked.
The Kirkland Tap and Trotter is thoroughly consistent in its ambiance and
offerings. A casual yet classy environment sees waiters wearing aprons
draped over plaid shirts and track lighting that lines the ceiling where exposed
pipes and air conditioning vents are

Courtesy Michael Piazza

The Kirkland Tap and Trotter offers a rustic yet classy environment for Somerville’s
experimental foodies.
visible. Though the restaurant’s sense
of rusticity can feel somewhat calculated, this is precisely the point: to have
the feel of an unpretentious restaurant
with the fare of an upscale gastronomic
pub. This is a foodie’s eatery — a place
that can serve as an appropriate venue

for both big and small occasions, and
one that can house both casual outings and formal events. The food is
inspired, the atmosphere is perfect and
the drinks and service are great. The
Kirkland Tap and Trotter deserves all
the praise it receives.

The Tufts Daily

4

Comics

Friday, February 14, 2014

Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Tuesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Not getting matched on Tinder at the Olympic Village.

Late Night at the Daily

Thursday’s Solution

Steph: “Things you can say to your editorialist but
not your girlfriend: Shut up and take it.”
Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily

Please recycle this Daily.

by

Wiley

Friday, February 14, 2014

The Tufts Daily

advertisement

5

6

The Tufts Daily

advertisement

Friday, February 14, 2014

Friday, February 14, 2014

The Tufts Daily

advertisement

7

Sports

8

tuftsdaily.com

Men’s and Women’s Basketball

Basketball teams support heart health, cancer awareness
by

Alison Kuah

Daily Editorial Board

Those who have attended men’s basketball games this year have been exposed
to a strange pregame spectacle. A very
tall man — 6’8” to be exact — in a suit
waits at the end of the warm-up line for
each starter, performing their “warm-up”
dances with them.
The players call him “Coach P.,” but
for sophomore Tom Palleschi, his role
as a coach had not been a consideration
until he was indefinitely sidelined last
fall when a pre-existing heart condition
came to light.
“Obviously, I was devastated,” Palleschi
told the Daily in an email. “I worked harder
than ever trying to improve my game this
summer and to have that bomb dropped
on me really broke my heart.”
In conjunction with February Heart
Month, the men’s basketball team joined
the American Heart Association in solidarity with Palleschi, who was named the
NESCAC Rookie of the Year last year.
Tonight, a Fan the Fire event will be
held at 6 p.m. in Cousens Gym, with a
Tufts-Colby double header featuring both
the women’s and men’s basketball teams.
The event is a means of generating awareness for organizations the basketball
teams support. The women’s team will
play in honor of 12-year-old Shannon
Curley, who has leukemia.
“This means a lot to us, and it’s great to
see how well [Shannon] is doing now with
the care that she [has] gotten, so we want
to highlight that and get the fans thinking
about it,” women’s basketball head coach
Carla Berube said.
The team selected Curley through
the Coaches vs. Cancer program, a
nationwide collaboration between the
American Cancer Society and the National
Association of Basketball Coaches (NABC)

that empowers basketball coaches, their
teams and local communities to make a
difference in the fight against cancer. Both
teams’ head coaches said the program is
close to their hearts.
“We have been with the [Coaches vs.
Cancer] for a while, mainly because a
player of mine, Chris [McMahon] (LA ’95),
got cancer at a young age,” men’s basketball head coach Bob Sheldon Jr. told the
Daily in an email. “He was in his thirties,
had two kids and had stage-four cancer,
but he survived and is fine now. Chris still
comes to our alumni game and two or
three games a year.”
The event is the third Fan the Fire event
of the year, and the first of the spring season. Fan the Fire, which alumnae Melissa
Burke (LA ’11) and Amanda Roberts (LA
’11) started as a senior project for their
Entrepreneur Leadership class, aims to fill
the stands at every Tufts athletics game
and build a strong school spirit.
Despite athletic excellence over the
past decade, general interest in sports has
waned considerably. Student attendance
at games is still a rare sight. This situation
provided the inspiration for Fan the Fire’s
“Sports. Spirit. Service.” slogan, intended
to encourage students to support Tufts
athletes and create a unifying body, or
“One Tufts.”
While Fan the Fire has been successful thus far, tomorrow’s event will focus
on the causes the two basketball teams
are advocating, as well as the people who
have personally been affected by heart
problems or cancer.
No one encompasses what the event
stands for better than fellow Jumbo,
Tom Palleschi.
“Tom was NESCAC’s Rookie of the Year
last year, and a big part of our team, but
he has grown a lot this year,” Sheldon said.
“You can say he is the heart of our team —
(pun intended).”

Matthew Schreiber / The Tufts Daily

Former Rookie of the Year Tom Palleschi has been indefinitely sidelined due to a heart condition, but still plays an integral role for his team on the sidelines.

Elephants in the Room
Dream Olympics
destination

Who would carry the
torch for your team?

How you spent your
snow day

Women’s gymnastics

Springfield, Mass.

Tim “Geno” Mitropolous

Went to class

Combined skiing

Germany

Josh Lee

Built a race car

Favorite olympic sport

Sean Kavenagh
Freshman
Hockey

Jamieson Breig
Junior
Men’s Squash

Ann Bellinger
Junior co-captain
Women’s Squash

Max Levitin
Senior
Men’s Track and
Field

Three-day eventing

Two-man luge

New Zealand

New York

Anna Bezahler

The Statue of
Liberty: 128 years
of torch carrying
experience

Celebrated my
housemate’s 21st
birthday

Approximately,
nothing

Valentine’s Day plans

Date with Jill, and
Tinder excessively

Play the first round of
Nationals, and hopefully celebrate a win
that night

Cheer on the boys’
team in their opening round match at
Nationals and attend
the women’s basketball game with my
boyfriend

Netflix, mi amor
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