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EDITOR’S

CORNER
BY

Lucky Break

VINDA RAO

O

ne of my friends has asked me
the same question at least three
times in the past week, and I’m
confused as to why he doesn’t remember
my unequivocal response. “Do you feel a
lot less pressure, Vinda, now that you have
a job in sight after you graduate?” And I’ve
responded each time, “No, [my anonymous
friend], because I worked my ass off for
three years to make sure that this one thing I
could control would go as I planned it.” The
weight and drama of finding an internship,
job, or honing a career choice is something
I’ve for the most part already dealt with, and
taking on the challenge of starting my search
as a freshman is not something for which
I need to apologize. “You’re so lucky,” he
adds. With noticeably growing frustration in
my voice, I responded, “No, I’m not.”
The “quarter-life” crisis that is driving nonfiction book sales right now and
bringing grief to thousands of graduating
seniors is a common-sense reality. College is
a microcosm of an idealized society where
an administration collects a senselessly large
amount of money from students in order to
provide them with proxy-parental guidance.
Encounter a biased professor? Let’s get him
fired (unless he’s tenured, in which case, the
student has no choice but to transfer). See a
racial epithet scribbled on a whiteboard—
excuse me, “dry erase board”—somewhere
on campus? ResLife and the Bias Intervention Team will calmly address the matter by
documenting it in some ad that won’t be
seen in which the slur won’t be explicitly
written; oh, and we’ll assume the perpetrator
is a vicious townie, because Tufts students
don’t hate anyone. Ever.
When I graduate, like many of my
friends, I’m going to have to deal with a
truckload of issues. I’ll need to find an
apartment, say another serious goodbye to
my parents as they move continents once
again—this time without me—manage my
entry-level salary and make it last through
each month’s bills, get used to life without
a fun-loving bunch of 18 to 24-year-olds
around me at all times, and condition myself to living alone amongst strangers who
probably won’t have anything in common

2

with me. But I don’t have to start a massive
all-inclusive job hunt. That should be taken
care of by then. No, I don’t need to figure
out what I want to be when I grow up.
In that case, I must be really lucky.
I remember my first internship. It was at
Merrill Lynch in Houston. I knew nothing

RACHEL GEYLIN

about applying for anything. Career Services
convinced me that I hadn’t a chance in hell
of interning with Merrill the summer after
my freshman year. With this in mind I applied to seven different companies, and visited each one door-to-door over that spring
break, politely submitting my resumé and
asking if there were any opportunities for
an internship. Most all of them shut their
doors on me, ignored me, gave my resumé
back, or just plain told me to get out. Finally
I went to Merrill Lynch and walked through
their big glass doors and asked the secretary
if I could speak to someone, anyone, about
interning with them. And then, a beautiful
Uma Thurman-look-a-like named Gorana
stepped out of a conference room in a perfectly tailored suit and stared at me. “What
do you want?” she asked. “An internship,”
I replied. She then took me to the copy
room and looked at my resumé as I stood
trembling. “You’re an English major,” she
said, adding, “That’s absolutely worthless.
Why the hell would you do that?” Now

the debater in me started to smile. “It’s
my foundation in mastering every aspect
of communication—which will help me
land the clients that the finance majors are
too scared to call.” “When can you start?”
she asked.
One stepping stone led to another and
in three years I’ve completed six internships.
I’m working on my seventh, incorporating
my time there into a senior project. I’ve
gotten some job offers, and I know which
one I’m going to accept; to my friends and
colleagues it’s never been a secret. When I
wanted to sleep in during the week, I forced
myself to wake up at six in the morning each
day and take the subway downtown in order to work for as many hours as mandated
before rushing back to class. After awhile I
found I couldn’t function effectively without
having a work commitment to balance out
my school life. Whenever I have more than
a few hours of spare time at my disposal I
feel awkward, uncomfortable, almost angry,
and I do whatever I must to make sure I get
some errands done. It seems as though all
this rigid focus and planning has turned me
into quite a raging workaholic, and I don’t
doubt that when I’m no longer in the presence of enthusiastic, spontaneous friends
that I’ll jump fully into a lifestyle of working
overtime almost every day.
So, maybe I am lucky like my friend
says. Maybe I’ve been given this magical opportunity that should make me feel grateful—but I’m not. Everything I’ve achieved
when it comes to my career has been a result
of my stringent, unyielding, obsessive focus
and commitment. Nothing has been handed
to me and I’ve been at the bottom of the
employee pole for a long time. It’s nice that
I don’t have to live with my parents after
school, especially because it would be impossible for me to live with my parents after
graduation. And it’s refreshing to know that
I don’t have to go straight into grad school
next year because I couldn’t find an interesting job, primarily because there would be no
way for me to go to grad school next year.
When someone asks me again if I feel lucky
for all I’ve given up, what I’ve forced myself
to prioritize, and the hours of sleep I don’t
get, I’ll just have to look them in the eye and
say, “I’ve earned it.” O

September 30, 2005 THE OBSERVER

editor's corner.indd 2

9/28/2005, 1:55:16 AM

Friday, September 23

At 2:15 a.m., there was a loud noise complaint at an off campus location. Neighbors
called about a loud party on Warner Street
in Somerville. Somerville police responded by
clearing the house and issuing a citation to
residents.

Saturday, September 24
At 1:30 a.m., there was a report of an assault and
battery on a chartered bus. A Tufts student accused
a non-student of punching him in the face, causing
an injury that required emergency medical attention.
The altercation occurred on a trip back from the first
senior pub night. The suspect, who tried to escape
in a taxi, was identified and apprehended. Somerville
police are handling the investigation.
At 4:30 p.m., there was a report of a loud out
door party on Tesla Avenue in Somerville. Neighbors
complained about the noise, and Somerville police
responded. Five kegs and three taps were found and
confiscated for breaking at least one of the local
liquor laws. However, no citations were issued to
the residents.

Sunday, September 25
At 2:15 a.m., there was a report of two loud
parties on Packard Avenue in Somerville. The local
police responded and cleared the two houses. No arrests or citations were issued. Partygoers expressed
resentment at having to travel so far on foot to
find a party.
At 5:15 p.m., there was a report of stolen items
in Cousen's Parking Lot. Unknown persons had smashed
a car window open and stolen books, an ipod and a
wallet. There are no suspects.

COLLEGE
BULLETS
O.S.U. Student Government to Try
and Expel Member of Board
Ohio State University Undergraduate Student
Government senators announced last Friday
that they will introduce legislation to call for
the resignation of Brian Hicks, a member of
their board of trustees. Hicks is the former
chief of staff to the state’s governor Bob
Taft, and was convicted of ethics violations
in July for illegally accepting gifts. The scandal
received national attention as other members
of the Governor’s administration faced similar charges. A spokesperson for the Student
Government stated that “Hicks should do the
honorable thing, which is to resign from his
position on the board of trustees.”

A U.C.F. Undercover
Officer Mistakenly Shot
An Orlando police officer mistakenly shot
and killed an undercover University of Central
Florida police officer on Saturday, September
24, when a tailgate crowd became unruly. The
undercover officer, Mario Jenkins was dressed
in plain clothes, but armed with a gun. He
had fired into the air supposedly to prevent
an altercation among fans from escalating,
although one student claims to have been shot
by Jenkins. Having witnessed the man firing
his gun, the Orlando officer shot Jenkins three
times, killing him immediately.
—Compiled by Spencer Maxwell

Tufts
Trivia of the week
R. GEYLIN

At 8:30 p.m., there was a report of an offensive poster found in Bush Hall. The poster
was located on a column in the main lounge
of the hall, and had derogatory comments directed towards females and certain ethnicities written on it. The bias response team
is currently handling the incident and deemed
the Bush hall lounge to now be bias-free.

Monday, September 26

When was the Muslim Students
Association at Tufts founded?
Answer: 1987.

At 2:15 p.m., there was a report of larceny in
the Davis House. Two students reported having their
laptops stolen sometime in the previous two hours.
There was no sign of forced entry.
—Compiled by Spencer Maxwell with the cooperation of the Tufts Police Dept.
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Catching Up with
Adele Fleet Bacow
BY ALLISON JONES

A

dele Fleet Bacow is the President
of Community Partners Consulting, Inc., a consulting firm that specializes in community planning and development. She grew up in Jacksonville, FL and
attended Wellesley College and MIT where
she received her B.A. in Urban Design and
her Masters in Community Planning, respectively. She has written a book about her areas
of study in of community revitalization and
urban development called Designing the City:
A Guide for Advocates and Public Officials. She
is working on numerous national projects
through her consulting firm, and she also
values her involvement at Tufts and spends
much of her time on campus.
Q: What have you been up to the last
four years? How have you made time for
your consulting firm and Tufts? Do the two
ever come together?
A: I try to keep my professional activities separate from my Tufts life. For example, you mentioned all of the building going
on around campus—that’s really under the
purview of the Tufts team. I might discuss
it with my husband, but I’m not involved in
it day to day. Those kinds of more professional activities might overlap, but there are
very talented people here who are involved
in that—they do a great job, and I work on
my own, consulting for my own company. In
that regard, it’s like two separate lives.
So, it’s a big juggle, which I think anyone has to do—juggling all aspects in your
life that you care about. I tend to focus on
my work during the day, and there are also a
lot of interactions with Tufts activities, and
in the evenings and on weekends we spend
on our Tufts life and we still take time to
interact with personal and family friends.
Q: Tell us about your urban planning
company. Do you work in the Boston area
or other areas of the country?
A: My work at Community Partners
is more national and regional than local.

4
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I am doing some work for the Boston Redevelopment Authority right now—some
waterfront planning. But I’m also working
on a national project right now called Leveraging Investments in Creativity, which
I’m really enjoying. It involves looking at
strategies for developing affordable spaces
for artists to live and work, and part of
that program is funding ten cities around
the country. So, it’s a good opportunity to
be involved nationally in that regard. And
then I’ve been working for a number of
years for the National Park Service with the
Cape Cod National Seashore, trying to help
them convert a former military base into

our fingertips, which we didn’t have before
we moved here.
Q: Was there anything that really surprised you over the past four years?
A: You know, there were a lot of
questions that people asked me when we
first moved here. Questions like “How can
you leave your house where you lived for
18 years?” They ask about all changes of
the tangible things, which were really quite
easy. I wondered, frankly, what it would be
like to live in this big house in the middle
of campus—would I feel like I had any
kind of personal life. Obviously we live a
very public life here and we’re still the same
people we were before, but what surprised
me was we’ve been able to capture our old
life yet still be open to all of the parts of
our new Tufts life. So, it was a very nice
surprise that we were still able to hold on
to certain aspects of our old life while being able to jump in with both feet.

a center for the arts and environment. It’s
very complex, and it’s one of those projects
that’s going to take a long time before we’ll
actually see it finished, but it’s going well
and the commitments are strong.

Q: Staying in the area … has it made
a difference?
A: It made such a difference. You
know, we’ve had friends here since before
we were married from when we were in
college and graduate school. And I think
when you’re in a role like this, particularly
when you move to another town, it’s as
if you’re not real people. And it’s hard to
adjust, and people only see you from the
outside. People might hesitate some times
because they don’t know anything about
you. But because we could just sit down to
dinner with people here and talk because
we felt comfortable, it really made a big
difference.

Q: Is there anything you really like to
do around Tufts?
A: Well, both my husband and I really
enjoy going to all of the activities around
campus. I love going to the plays and the
concerts, the art openings and lectures, and
I also go to the gym frequently—I just went
this morning. We definitely take advantage
of the rich environment that Tufts has. It’s
such an opportunity to just have it right at

Q: Were there any challenges for you
over the past four years?
A: Well, you know, occasionally the
doorbell rings at three in the morning, and
that’s never fun. But generally, people are
very respectful of our privacy. When I first
moved here and I went running at six in the
morning, I worried a little about going out
looking like a mess, but you know, now, we
don’t even think about things like that.
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Q: Do you have any favorite things
about being at Tufts?
A: Well, matriculation is a great day,
when all of the students return and the
freshmen come with their parents and
their families, and fall is in the air. That’s
probably one of my favorite things about
being a part of Tufts. Graduation is also
great, at the other end of the year. That
entire week is just full of things to do, and
I really enjoy it. Particularly last year—last
year was the first year where we had been
here for the four years with those students,
so we were able to see people graduating
whom we had known for four years. And
in a way, I think that’s the most rewarding
part: to meet people when they first get
to Tufts. We all know what it’s like to be a
freshman, to see them all wide-eyed and
saying goodbye to their families. Seeing
all of that and watching them chart their
own path, and then four years later, to
see the growth and excitement and see
where everyone is moving on and what
they’re doing next and how some people
have a good sense of it and other are still
discovering it—I think that’s one of the
greatest things to witness.

of their comfort zone. I think people are
often inclined to study things they’re familiar
with, but Tufts offers so many courses that I
didn’t even know existed when I was in high
school, and it’s important to explore those
things. I also think students should take advantage of the Boston area. So many people
just forget that we’re so close to Boston, and

urban design, so when I graduated there was
no opportunity for me there. Then when
I went to MIT, I wanted to work more in
public planning, though at one point I did
work at MIT for a year coordinating the
Mayors Institute on Urban Design with
a faculty member there. I think it’s good
for people to get away from the school

I think that no matter what changes do
take place, the priorities should always be
about the students because that’s why the
university exists.

Q: Have you ever considered teaching at Tufts?
A: You know, a lot of people ask me
that, and I love doing what I do—I love
getting down in the trenches and being a
practitioner. I do lecture from time to time;
I often give talks on my work in different
settings. But, I love the contact I have with
my clients, and I love the diversity of the
work that I do. And I would never want
to give that up. So, having done this for 30
years, I think I want to continue on that
path. And, teaching is very hard; you know,
some people think that if you’ve worked
in a field, you can teach it. But it doesn’t
always come that easily, and it’s very time
consuming. So, given all of the juggling
that I’m doing with my role at Tufts and
my consulting firm, it would be very difficult to take on such a huge commitment
and still keep up with all the things I’m
already doing.

they don’t take advantage of this rich region
that we live in and have access to. And it’s not
that difficult to explore the area—take the
T into downtown Boston, or find a friend
with a car or take the train or bus and go up
to Maine and see all of those beautiful parts
of the country that are just so close to us. I
would also say, just be open to new experiences and just relish it. I’m amazed to this
day, personally, that I’m still satisfied with
the work that I did when I was in college
and how I discovered so many things that I
would never have known about.
I think another piece of advice I would
give students is to reach out to faculty members. It might be a little intimidating to see
them outside the classroom, but faculty love
that kind of stuff. And it doesn’t happen
enough. It’s not that difficult to send an email
and say, “why don’t we go get one of those
free cups of coffee at the Tower Café and
just chat for a few minutes.” It’s great to get
to know faculty and stay in touch with them.
I see it on the other side because I’m married
to a professor, and I remember when he first
started teaching. There are students that he
had 25 years ago that have stayed in touch,
and have become friends, really, and it’s very
rewarding to see that kind of connection.
And eventually, when you stay in touch, that
relationship stops being faculty to student
and becomes person to person.

Q: Do you have any advice for students?
A: These are things that I’m sure many
other people have said, but I would encourage all students to try to take courses outside

Q: Did you ever think about doing work
at the schools you went to?
A: Well, I went to Wellesley and MIT,
and Wellesley really had no urban planning
program. I had to make up my own major in

environment even just for a little while, to
have exposure to different ideas, and then
go back if it makes sense to, but to not
always be tied to a place so you can grow
and pursue new opportunities.
Q: Was there anything you did in college that gave you a boost?
A: Well, for me, having fieldwork for
an urban sociology class in Boston in an
inner city neighborhood was very valuable
for urban planning. I think depending on
what your major is—because with some
majors it’s hard to do—getting work experience is very valuable, and I think doing it
in a college setting is really helpful, though
I know for students, summer jobs can be
hard to get. So, if you can get an internship
or do something that gives course credit,
that will be very valuable, especially if you
can make contacts. The one thing I didn’t
get to do was take a semester abroad, and
for various reasons it didn’t work out. But,
I did have the opportunity to travel later,
after college, but that was something that I
always wanted to do.
Q: What do you think of all of the
changes that are happening on campus?
A: I am so excited about it. I think
that the music building and the new dorm
are going to make such a difference on so
many levels. It will really energize that part
of campus, and having more new student
housing will be great. There will be more
public meeting places for students, in the
dorm particularly, in a different way than
what we’re able to do right now. And the
September 30, 2005
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campus too—they do a really great job of
maintaining the campus, and with the new
master plan, it will be even better. And one
thing that I’m really excited about, which
won’t happen for a few years, is the extension of the subway out to Tufts. I’ve
seen a big change already; when I was in
college, there was not a Red Line subway
stop in Davis Square. That happened after I graduated from college. The change
that that has made for Davis Square and
therefore for Tufts is really phenomenal.
It’s just so easy to go into Boston and
Harvard Square, and it has really connected Tufts to the rest of the world.
Q: What is your “job” here at
Tufts?
A: My main job here is to represent
Tufts. And so, what that means is we
travel a lot representing Tufts to alumni
and potential students, and we host about
three times a week various functions at
the house. We have, literally, about 9000
people come through Gifford House for
one reason or another, and that’s a big
responsibility.

6
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more local on a smaller scale, but most
people here are very multi-dimensional.
They’re not people who spend all of their
time with their nose in a book, or people
who are only a great quarterback. They
are people who are well rounded, and
they have intellectual curiosity but are
also very centered. There are just so many
wonderful qualities, both of the place and
of the people, and I think that just comes
out when you’re on campus.

COURTESY OF

THE

OFFICE OF
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PRESIDENT

Q: Is there something that makes
Tufts very different from other schools?
A: The things that really opened us
to Tufts were the values of the university, which of course are not the values
of the university itself but the values of
students, faculty, and staff that make up
the university. I think Tufts is filled with
people who care about the world outside
of themselves. For some people, it’s the
global picture, and for other people it’s

Q: Is there anything that should
change about Tufts?
A: I know the biggest challenge and
the thing that the Board is working on really hard is to make Tufts more affordable.
It’s very expensive to go to college, and
there is financial aid available, but it’s not
enough. So, that’s the number one priority.
It’s challenging and they’re working very
hard on it and taking it in strides. I don’t
think I would personally change anything
about Tufts. I think that no matter what
changes do take place, the priorities should
always be about the students because that’s
why the university exists. O
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More Than Just Jumbo Love Match:
An Inside Look at TUTV
BY SARA SORCHER

F

or many Tufts students, Channel
23 is just a random channel to flip
through on the way to MTV. What
these students are missing is TUTV. Tufts
University Television is a student-run station that airs comedy programs, news stories, movies, short films and more. “TUTV
is definitely not widely recognized,” said
junior Rebecca Katz, TUTV’s station manager. “People don’t even know what channel we are.” To remedy this problem, the
station is focused on attaining more viewers by displaying a banner on its building,
hanging fliers, and posting announcements
on TuftsLife.com. “A lot of it is by word of
mouth, though,” Katz said.
The president of TUTV, Luke Yu, said
that his main goal for the station this year is
to get a steady stream of student-produced
content on the air. Because it is still the beginning of the year, TUTV has not yet had
the chance to get off the ground in terms of
programming, according to sophomore Michael Eddy, the production manager. “We’re
still showing last year’s shows,” he said, “but
they were really popular.” Jumbo Love Match
is one of these shows, a comedy that has
been a Tufts tradition for 13 years. Junior
April Ivy, a TUTV work-study student,
described the show. “It’s a dating game,”
she said. “For instance, three guys will be
vying for a chance to go on a date with
one girl. The girl wouldn’t be able to see
the guys, but she could hear their answers
to questions—that are usually sexual—and
then she would choose which one to go on
a date with.” As a perk for the contestants,
TUTV pays for the date.
Yu said he expects a “solid continuation” of Anything Eni, TUTV’s Seinfeldesque sitcom about an Albanian student
at Tufts negotiating American culture.
Another show, Haters, a sketch comedy
show produced by three girls last year, will
be on the air again this year.
The station also has big plans for new
programming this year. “We have a show

called What Would Haze Do? We haven’t
worked on it yet, but it sounds promising,”
Eddy said. “It’s a comedy show about different scenarios with comic results.” The
main character, freshman Chris Hazenbush, will be filmed in awkward situations,
such as living in a forced triple or walking
through halls in a towel to shower. “We’re
hoping this will be our flagship show,”
Katz said. The station also hopes to get a
cooking show started.
TUTV’s scope is not limited to student-created television shows. Last year,
the station began broadcasting the TCU
Senate meetings live every Sunday. “It’s
really cool that we have the ability to
broadcast live from anywhere on campus,” Eddy said.
According to Katz, TUTV is working
to get many events broadcasted, so that
students can see what is happening on
campus and in the Boston area. “We went
and taped the benefit concert for relief in
New Orleans,” she said. “We’re also going
to focus on taping lectures to put on the air,
in case students had class or didn’t know
the speakers were here.”
TUTV also shows movies. Each
month, the station picks a different theme,
such as horror movies, classics, or Woody
Allen movies. “We’re working with the
library to rent movies, and then interview
professors about them if they know about
films,” Katz said. “We’re not allowed to
show films that we don’t have the rights to
without an educational purpose. We thought
that this would be a great way to integrate
education and entertainment, especially because we can get professors on the air who
actually teach classes about film.”
This semester, the Ex College started
a new course, Creating TV News, which
is taught by local television anchor Maggie
Reedy. According to Eddy, who is also the
teaching assistant for the class, the course
creates news stories to be put on the air.
“It’s meant to help feed TUTV, [and] to
train people who, in the future, will be
producers of shows,” he said.

Senior Leigh Simons, a student in the
class, said that for the freshmen, sophomores, and juniors in the class, it’s a great
way to get involved with TUTV. “I think it
will be effective to develop a news program
for the younger people in the class,” she said
“The class is a ‘trial by fire’ way of learning
the basics of producing a news program.”
Though the focus is always on the student at TUTV, Katz said, the station does
acquire outside programming that makes
it more interesting. “We’ve acquired some
films from other filmmakers who give us
the rights so that we can show them,” she
said. “They get more recognition, and it’s
nice for us because it’s not only studentproduced material on the air.” The station has had submissions, including The
Ring II and some others from Universal
Pictures.
TUTV also provides a valuable resource
for students to produce individual shows and
learn the technical skills of film. April Ivy
said that students can get involved on any
level they want. “I love film and I wanted
to have some hand in it,” she said. “Even
if I don’t have the time to produce my own
project, at least through this I can get a little
toe in it.” Ivy acts in some shows, works with
the equipment, teaches students, and airs the
shows through the work-study program.
Students also have leeway to decide
what goes on air at the station, simply by creating programs themselves and submitting
them to TUTV or by making suggestions to
the station. “We tell people that if they want
something to be filmed, they should let us
know,” Ivy said.
President Luke Yu supported the
same developments and said, “I hope
that this year we can streamline our system for getting new students trained and
working on student-produced shows and
getting experience working with cameras
and editing.”
TUTV has eight cameras and four
editing computers, and a new broadcasting system built by last year’s president,
George Rausch. “We have excellent reSeptember 30, 2005
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sources available,” Katz said. “The great
thing is that people can come, pick up a
camera, interview, have fun, take a little
footage, put it on the computer, and then
go edit. They can add audio and do fun
effects and then put it on the broadcast
machine. Then they can broadcast it to
5000 people … who don’t necessarily
watch it.”
Katz said that Tufts students have
compelling ideas, and that TUTV has the
means to turn them into reality. “It’s really
so easy to get involved. To do it will take
some motivation, but that’s just like anything else people take on here,” she said.
“We want to do our best to channel that
creative talent.”
Luke Yu agreed. “My favorite thing
about TUTV is how dynamic it can be
for people that are interested and committed.”
If a student has an idea, he or she
will not be working alone; each TUTV
program is a team effort. “There is no
way you can make a show by yourself,”
Katz said. “As far as station-running
goes, the seven or eight of us on the advising board act as executive producers or
advisers, and we also work as a team.”
This unity is reflected in a tradition
started last year, TUTV’s Golden Mini
DVD Tape, the station’s version of the
Golden Globe Awards. “We had an ice
cream cake and showed clips of the
shows,” Katz said. “It was really fun to
have all the producers, actors and executive board members together. It was nice
to let them know that we appreciate all
the work they do. Even if the shows
aren’t widely seen on campus, they’re still
recognized.”
Ivy said that many people working
on TUTV have had past film experience.
“People have made documentaries, done
internships, stuff like that,” she said. “We
actually have someone who worked on
the television show Malcolm in the Middle;
another person won second place in the
Apple film contest.”
However, the range of experience varies. “I came from a high school without any
type of video equipment—no station, no
cameras,” Katz said. “But I came here
and was able to get involved as easily as
anyone else. Also, it’s amazing to see what
progress you can make in one area, and
have a huge impact on what goes on in
8
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the station. I started freshman year never
having done it before, and ended up as
station manager.”
Yu started at TUTV as a work-study
student taking shifts in the office, making copies and checking out equipment.
Through this experience, he ended up as
president of the station. “I was able to
explore any department of the station that
I wanted as time went on and I stuck with
it,” he said. “I went through production, PR,
and station administration. That’s primarily
why I think TUTV is such a valuable place
to be able to explore and work for anyone
who’s interested in any aspect of television.”
Many students involved with the station plan on going into the industry after
college, and working at TUTV will be excellent preparation. “I had an internship at
BBC Worldwide,” Katz said. “I saw there
that not only is TUTV a club, but it is a
realistic experience about how a media
station works. It’s very professional. But
it’s not just a thing to put on a résumé,
either. We definitely have a lot of fun.”
Katz described one of the more
humorous days of the year working for
TUTV. During orientation, the station was

in charge of producing the freshman and
transfer welcome dinner video. “It was such
a crazy day of being in a Jumbo suit, scaring freshmen with the camera, interviewing
them, and running around in the heat,” she
said, “and then editing for six hours to bring
you the beautiful movie everyone saw that
night.”
The station also has run into a few
small problems. “We have a tiny little studio,” Katz said. “When we opened it for the
first time this year, we opened the door to
find a dead bird that had flown in through
the window.”
This is not the only problem TUTV
has with their location. “Tufts decided to
put us right next to the commuter rail,”
Michael Eddy said. “So when we’re filming our shows, or when we’re right in the
middle of a speech, we have a great authentic train sound to interrupt us.”
Though it probably won’t happen in
the near future, TUTV is looking to move
to a new media center. But despite this
hope to relocate, some people at the station have grown attached to the location,
flaws and all. “The train is how you know
you’re working at TUTV,” Eddy said. “I’m
going to miss that commuter rail.” O
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The Islamic Faith
at Tufts:
How Much Do Students Really Understand?
CARLY OKYLE
AND LYDIA HALL

BY

I

slam is, after Christianity, the second
largest religion in the world. It has
about 1.3 billion followers worldwide,
including between five and seven million
in the United States, a significant number
of whom are in the Boston area. It is also
currently the world’s fastest-growing religion. Despite this, many students at Tufts
are under-informed about the Muslim faith
and its practitioners.
As senior Aliyah Shahid explains, it’s
clearly not all about holy wars and oppression. Though her father is Muslim, her
mother is Christian and she describes herself as a “non-practicing” Muslim. Shahid
knows that the foundation of this monotheistic religion is actually one of tolerance
and charity. “Like all religions, Islam teaches
very strong values about good versus evil,”
Shahid said. The most important of these
values are the five pillars. The pillars include fasting, praying five times a day, and
performing acts of zakat, or giving charity
to the poor.
Michelle Klausner, a senior, said that
she knows some basic facts about Islam,
but would like to be better informed. “I’d
appreciate more information about it,” she
said. “I think it’s a question of numbers,
though. It’s hard to grow and garner interest
as a minority.”
Shahid agreed that Muslims seem to
have a comparatively small presence at
Tufts. “You don’t see a lot of the stuff
they do,” she said.
Junior Matthew Bellof, however, had a
different opinion. “I feel that the religious

groups on campus all have a large presence and are very active with what they
do,” he said.
There might be a bigger Muslim presence on campus than many people think.
The Muslim Students Association at Tufts
has existed since 1987. For the past five
years, there has also been a Muslim House,
which houses ten students per year at 176
Curtis Street. (In earlier years, interested

Muslim students had been given a suite
in Latin Way.) All students are welcome to
the Muslim Unit. “Both Muslims and nonMuslims have lived in the Muslim House
since it was first established,” reads the
MSAT website. “These individuals share
a common interest in living in a Muslim
environment and learning about the culture. In the Muslim Unit, Muslims can
comfortably practice their religion and
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RACHEL GEYLIN

For Muslim Students Association co-president Rida Bilgrami, `08, “being Muslim can be
either simply a matter of faith or a part of one’s identity. How one defines it is entirely up
to them and they way they see themselves.”
both Non-Muslims and Muslims have the
opportunity to interact in a friendly, open
environment.” There is also an Imam (or
chaplain), Nourredine Hawat, to serve students’ spiritual needs. In addition, MSAT

rapher. Other examples of MSAT activities can be found on their web site.
Also notable was how the Muslim
community said they felt “warmly received”
at Tufts. Students tended to agree that the

verbally and physically assaulted a Muslim
student (who happened to be President of
the Muslim Student Association), calling
him, among other racial insults, a “terrorist”
and a “Saddam supporter.” According to a
Daily article published at the time, the victim
said he was knocked temporarily unconscious, and later sought and received medical treatment. This incident immediately
sparked controversy on campus; students
organized an anti-hate rally, and an official
investigation was opened. However, this
investigation was later closed, as, according to the Daily, the student who allegedly
used the slurs transferred to another school,
and the alleged victim decided not to pursue
the matter further. The incident was difficult to investigate as it was, because there
were conflicting accounts of what actually
happened, and reports of intoxication on
both sides.
It is very possible that bias incidents
or hate crimes are a result of incorrect
information, a complete absence of information entirely, or a lack of open dialogue.
It seems sometimes that many students at
Tufts would rather not discuss issues such
as this.
In an attempt to fix this problem, various religious groups on campus have been
holding discussions and giving out information. MSAT, for example, has a comprehensive website with links to resources
that explain the Islamic faith and hopefully
help to dispel ignorance. The organization

Also notable was how the Muslim community said
they felt “warmly received” at Tufts. Students tended
to agree that the community at Tufts is a welcoming
one for everyone.
also holds campus-wide events, including
weekly readings and discussions of the
Qu’ran (a major Muslim holy text), prayer
sessions, and dinners during Iftar. These
events have been known to attract over
100 students.
The Muslim Students Association also
sponsors an Islam Awareness Week each
year, which includes lectures, a film series,
and a demonstration by an Arabic callig10
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community at Tufts is a welcoming one for
everyone. “It has been my experience that
Tufts is a very open place for all religions
and all different views and practices,” Bellof said, echoing this sentiment. Shahid
concurred, calling the majority of Tufts
students “open-minded.”
Yet, it was just last spring that a former member of the Sigma Phi Epsilon
fraternity and one of his friends allegedly

has also begun to hold cross-cultural events.
Muslim students attend Hillel services, for
example, and in exchange, Hillel attendees
sit in on Ramadan dinner and services. For
those interested in visiting, the Islamic
Center is located on Winthrop Street, just
behind Carmichael Hall. All are welcome.
Hopefully, in time, more people on campus
will feel more at ease talking openly about
such religious and cultural issues. O
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ast November, Tufts’ Dean of Students Bruce Reitman
announced a pilot program that allowed students at the
Somerville/Medford campus to use CDIGIX, an on-line
music provider, to download music files. In order to make the files
free to students, Tufts University paid CDIGIX an undisclosed
amount of money, provided by an anonymous donor. Although
no critical evaluation of the program has been publicized, it
was adopted this year and the University is now paying for the
service. This raises serious questions both about why Tufts is
subscribing to CDIGIX, and more generally about how decisions
are reached by the University.
There are a number of problems with the CDIGIX service.
Students have also been dissatisfied with its software, which
requires the use of Windows Media Player, and has been known
to occasionally crash browsers. Additionally, songs downloaded
on CDIGIX do not remain on an individual’s computer, but
instead expire at the end of the year. One of the most problematic features of CDIGIX is its incompatibility with Apple
platforms. A substantial enough portion of the Tufts student
body uses Macs to make any program that is not cross-platform
seriously deficient.

Information and Policies
The Observer is a student-run newsmagazine of Tufts University. Published
weekly, The Observer welcomes letters to the editor and opinion editorials
from anyone in the Tufts community.
Letters must be received by Tuesday at 4 p.m. in the week of production,
and The Observer reserves editorial authority over submissions. All letters
must be signed, although names can be withheld upon request. Subscriptions cost $25 per semester for 11 issues, $40 per year for 22 issues. For a
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Given these technical problems, and the number of existing
downloading services that address all of them, it is curious that
the administration elected to partner with CDIGIX. Even more
curious is that the pilot program could be considered enough
of a success to justify Tufts’ subscription to the service this
year. It is not clear when the decision was made, but as of last
February only 1,000 of 6,000 eligible students had registered
to use CDIGIX. The company has met with similar results
at Yale University and the Rochester Institute of Technology.
Dean Reitman rejected iTunes, the most popular online downloading servcie, on the grounds that they would not offer Tufts
a deal, and would have instead charged for each individual file
download. But he did not, as far as we know, pursue similar a
similar arrangement with another provider such as mp3.com or
fairforshare.com. With the other options available, one wonders
what incited Dean Reitman to select such a substandard service
as CDIGIX.
Most prominent among the problems with CDIGIX may
be its lack of publicity. Few students are even aware that the
service exists, and even fewer make use of it. If it is intended
to be an alternative to “illegal” online file sharing programs, it
would appear that CDIGIX is falling short of its goal. Use of
these programs continues at Tufts, and it is hard to imagine that
CDIGIX has had any affect on this.
In addition to CDIGIX’s technical shortcomings, neither
the legal nor the ethical aspects of the situation are as simple as
the administration paints them to be. The legality of file sharing
remains an undecided question. Dean Reitman, in his email to
the student body introducing the pilot program, went so far as
to describe downloads as “theft.” While this is a view that the
Recording Industry Association of America would no doubt like
advanced, as an educator Dean Reitman has a responsibility to
present all sides of the issue. The legality of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act, through which record companies learn the
identities of individuals who share files, is still a matter of debate.
This is particularly true in light of a 2004 ruling by the U.S. Sixth
Circuit Court of Appeals that struck down certain uses of the
DMCA. A balanced view of the issue acknowledges that while
there are copyright infringements to consider, there is also the
possibility of infringing on the rights of consumers.
The partnership with CDIGIX appears to be little more
than an attempt by the University to protect itself from possible
litigation and hits to its reputation. The recent subpoenas of several Tufts students indicate the legal pressure that the university
may be under. CDIGIX is not, however, a useful resource for
students. The goals of the administration may be perfectly valid,
but spending a large, albeit undisclosed amount of money for
access to a program that no one uses is certainly not the answer.
And as long as the software remains second-rate and the program
unused, it will constitute a waste of university resources. O
THE OBSERVER
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Cold Noses for a Cure

On Sunday, September 25, 2005, the fifth annual PetTrek was held at the Cummings
School of Veterinary Medicine to benefit the Harrington Oncology Program. Participants included both human and canine cancer survivors, current patients, and supporters. Unfortunately, cancer treatment will not work for this dog because his white blood
cell count is too low. The Tufts Pre-Vet Society went to Grafton, MA to assist with the
walk. This year, five percent of proceeds went to assist animals victims of Hurricane
Katrina.

BY

AMELIA SINKIN
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TIM NOETZEL

T

ufts University has always had as
its primary focus positive social
change. The intensity of its revolutionary International Relations program,
the expansiveness of the Leonard Carmichael Society, and the strength of its student
publications embody the school’s ideals of
committed citizenship and social activism.
However, while the university’s successful
endeavors beyond the Hill are certainly
laudable, there remain glaring problems
within our own community that demand
action. The recurrent complaints of the
incompetence and disorganization of the
Office of Residential Life and Learning, the
repeated blunders of the floundering Greek
system, and the enduring nominal state of
diversity and community on campus are
only a few of the difficulties plaguing the
students, professors, and leadership of
Tufts. These problems demand the attention and commitment of the administration, but their continuing presence screams
of the persistent apathy of the university’s
leaders. Such a state of affairs requires a
recommitment to the ideals upon which
Tufts University stands.

on the face of a community which prides
itself on active citizenship. A forum, in
which students, professors, and administrators can discuss the problems facing

saying that our leaders should deliver
upon their promises, there is little in place
to assure that they do so. The Tufts Community Union Senate remains the students’

Never should we silence ourselves so the
wheels of an establishment of bureaucracy
and apathy may keep on turning.
Tufts, is a feasible and necessary answer to
the inability of our community to communicate effectively. The forum should meet
frequently and allow all members of the
Tufts community—the students, the faculty,
and the administration—a voice.
Likewise, a commitment to acting on
the information we discuss is equally important. It is not enough to acknowledge the
existence of problems. The administration
has the obligation to resolve difficulties in a
timely, fair, and efficient manner. Too often
have members of the administration made
empty promises to the Tufts community. It
is not acceptable to promise, as the Dean
of Students and the Office of Residential
Life and Learning did in May of 2004, to

Despite the lip-service the university pays
to its atmosphere of positive dialogue,
opportunities … to converse are rare,
poorly publicized, and ineffective.
Foremost among the principles inherent in active citizenship is the commitment
to communication. Despite the lip-service
the university pays to its atmosphere of
positive dialogue, opportunities for students, professors, and administrators to
converse are rare, poorly publicized, and
ineffective. When occasions to exchange
ideas do occur, the tone and topic are set
and maintained according to the agenda
of the administration. Such a lack of true
communication is a pockmark of hypocrisy

OPINION

In Focus

resolve complaints about ResLife, and then
not follow through. The administration
should decide on a set of actions to address a problem, should make those actions
known and allow for feedback, and should
follow through on them. The vagueness
of “we’re working on it,” and the apathy
inherent in “it’s not a real problem” should
not be tolerated.
Perhaps most important, the university
should establish a commitment to creating
accountability. Though it goes without

only real influence over the environment in
which they live. Yet that influence is, at best,
tentative. Each year, the TCU Senate elects
three representatives to the Board of Trustees, the ultimate governing authority of the
university. Each of these representatives
meets three times a year with a designated
trustee committee. While the representatives may present proposals, they have little
influence over the decisions of the Trustees.
As such, students are twice removed from
the governing process which, in the end,
primarily affects them. This powerlessness
leaves little to ensure that those we entrust
will take the necessary steps to rectify the
problems we face. A few disenfranchised
representatives and the occasional TrusteeStudent Luncheon are simply not enough.
As students, we must demand greater control over the community which, at its core,
is supposed to be ours.
As an institution, Tufts must accurately reflect its reputation as a provider
of social justice. Therefore, we must not
tolerate miscommunication, inaction, or a
lack of accountability. No longer should we
sit passively by while the difficulties we face
steal the time and money we invest into our
education and life at Tufts. No more should
we accept the festering inaction of our leaders. And never should we silence ourselves
so the wheels of an establishment of bureaucracy and apathy may keep on turning.
As the next two semesters unfold, students
will raise the complaints they do every year.
But if we demand action, perhaps this year
will bring change as well. O
Tim Noetzel, LA ’08, is majoring in
English.
September 31, 2005
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Politics of Fear:
Political Stereotypes at Tufts
BY

MIKE SNYDER

I

t all started one morning when a floormate taped to his door an unusual piece
of paper. It looked pretty ordinary at
first; it was the standard 8.5'' by 11" and
had a bluish tint, almost turquoise. One
might have confused it for any number of
campus advertisements, like Hillel, an a capella troupe, or the evening’s film screening.

It’s a lot of fun—and I use the word “fun” loosely—to
hang out with a group of hardcore liberals, their walls
plastered with Bushisms and articles detailing why 9/11
never really happened.
the flyer firmly by the edge, and ripped it
off the door; another revealed his collection of “College Democrats” stickers, and
promptly placed half a dozen in its place.
Although my floormates’ antics were
humorous and in jest, I must admit that
the political tension on campus is a little
overwhelming, and sometimes borders on
creepy. It’s a lot of fun—and I use the word
“fun” loosely—to hang out with a group of
hardcore liberals, their walls plastered with
Bushisms and articles detailing why 9/11
never really happened. In conversation,
awkward silences are quickly remedied by
bringing up another reason to distribute the
wealth, impeach the President, or up the
sin tax. Even their clothing communicates
a political message: T-shirts proclaiming
“Bush is the Devil” are all the rage nowadays. Seriously, if Bush was on my mind
24/7, I’d think he was the devil, too.
Mind you, the extreme right-wing-

Thousands of the most intelligent and ambitious students in the nation go to Tufts … and we still cannot
transcend our most basic prejudices and stereotypes.
Upon closer examination, however, there
was no mistake. Two words, prominently
displayed in bold, black ink, stood out to
all who had eyes to see: “TUFTS REPUBLICANS.”
Hell broke loose on the entire floor.
With the fury of God, my liberal floormates
rallied to face the conservative menace.
They huddled outside his door, indecisive
and unsure of how to best contain the situation. After a curt exchange of political tactics and battle stratagem, they took action.
It was quick, cunning, and efficient: One
floormate extended his left hand, grabbed
14
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ers stoop just as low. The difference is,
because conservatives appear to be in the
minority at Tufts, they like to be discreet.
Seldom outspoken, they find outlets for
their opinions in organizations such as
the Tufts Republicans, debate club, and
the journal of you-know-what, where they
spin the facts so much—and blast you with
bias galore—one might think they majored
in deception with a minor in duplicity.
In all honesty, though, I like the political atmosphere at Tufts, even if it is more
than I bargained for. We can all appreciate
a little conflict and healthy debate between

parties, and the intellectual environment
here certainly fosters civility.
What I don’t like is the stereotypes we
place on each other, based solely on our
political leanings and who we voted for in
the last election. All it took was one lousy
flyer and the cavalry came in force: Instead
of knocking on the door to introduce themselves, my floormates assumed the worst
about the Republican stranger, believing
him to be anti-social, narrow-minded,
and even unkind. Why are we so quick to
judge and so eager to label? Since when
were Republicans unwilling to shake hands
and engage in friendly conversation? On
The Facebook, too, one of the first things
we look for in someone, after their dropdead-gorgeous good-looks, is their political
alignment. “Very Conservative” and “Very
Liberal” set off all sorts of alarms. To test
this theory out, I sometimes tell people I
write for The Primary Source in order to see
their reactions. Most respond with a nervous laugh or a slow nod of the head; a few
stare at me coldly like I’m G.W. himself.
In a way, it’s kind of ironic. Thousands
of the most intelligent and ambitious students in the nation go to Tufts—aspiring
novelists, future presidents, soon-to-be
rocket scientists—and we still cannot
transcend our most basic prejudices and
stereotypes. Most of us are still trapped in
a juvenile red state vs. blue state dichotomy
that hurls conservatives against liberals and
liberals against conservatives. It will be a
great day when Jumbos everywhere finally
stop labeling each other, and instead start
respecting each other. Unfortunately, at the
present rate, an end to political slander on
campus is as likely as getting a free check
from the Bursar. O
Mike Snyder, LA ’09, has not yet declared
a major.
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Thoughts on Linguistic Pet Peeves
BY

MICHAEL YARSKY

W

riters are crazy whether they use
language traditionally or not.
They are crazy when they run
on and on and on, reject punctuation entirely, and write entirely in lowercase. They
are also crazy when they show off their
purist linguistic cunning, adhering strictly
to their high school grammar books. The
latter group is more often diagnosed with
the writer’s pet peeve: absolute fury in regard to
an illegal act under the rules and regulations
of language, or to a violation of all that is
pure and holy with our magical words. What
follows is a laundry list of pet peeves many
writers share.
1. THE “WE HATE SEMICOLONS” UNION:

The message of this group virtually annoys me. Poet Yusef Komunyakaa avoids
the semicolon at all costs. A recent article in

Too much rule-breaking is sheer, tragic anarchy; there are no checks and balances like
periods and capitalization.
2. THE “NO LOWER-CASE
I’S EVER” CLUB:
Okay, I’m a hypocrite. I belong in this
club. Crap nu-poetry has this epidemic of
lowercase ‘I’s that I don’t understand. It’s
harder in new Microsoft Word Auto-Format software to maintain the lowercase ‘I’
anyway. I think it’s AIM-like, informal, and
pointless. My poetry teacher at Governor’s
School, Craig Czury (ever heard of him?)
noted that he didn’t want to raise himself
above the other words. His poems were
all lowercase. This self-diminution sounds
good, but if ‘I’ appear so much in a poem
anyway, “I’m” already an important factor

Sure, the semicolon is confusing. I’m not sure
my usage of it is correct. However, the geniuses
who conceived the QWERTY keyboard decided
that the semicolon should be easier to type than
a colon.
the online digest Arts & Letters daily quotes
author Donald Barthelme (ever heard of
him? Me neither) as saying, “The semicolon
is ugly, ugly as a tick on a dog’s belly, I pinch
them out of my prose.” Of course the quote
was typed incorrectly at the author’s request;
if it were typed under normal standards of
English, it would read: “The semicolon is
ugly, ugly as a tick on a dog’s belly; I pinch
them out of my prose.”
Sure, the semicolon is confusing. I’m
not sure my usage of it is correct. However,
the geniuses who conceived the QWERTY
keyboard decided that the semicolon should
be easier to type than a colon. Ultimately, I
ask you, Mr. Barthelme, what’s wrong with
a semicolon? It’s just a colon with long
hair, right?

compared to the other words. (The word
“I,” and its many variations, has appeared
more than ten times thus far.) If anything,
the lowercase I is a reflection of poetic
self-license and self-righteousness. Please
people, think of cooler ways to break the
rules (or throw them out altogether a la
James Joyce) and stop trying to be e.e.
cummings! Please!
3. P.A.R.E.N.T.H.E.S.E.S. (PARENTHESES
ARE ROTTEN, ENTIRELY NAUGHTY
TRICKSTERS FROM HELL EXPLICITLY STRIVING
TO ERASE SOCIETY):
So some people don’t like parentheses too
much. Some people name their albums after
them. (Ever heard of Sigur Ros? Probably

a better chance than the other two above).
The tragedy is that the list goes on and
on. People hate fragments, they hate when
poetry goes across and all over the page,
they hate “lol” and “u r” and they hate absolute egos. The language battle parallels
with many other clashes. On one side, sit the
traditionalists, who wish to keep language
as sanctified and unchanging as possible.
On the other scoff the Trey Parkers, neoliberals, emo kids, and pseudo-bohemians.
They’re out to break every rule and push
language to the limit. There’s also the freeform jazz kids whose sentences would look
like thiadsal;kjgk.adkj!Lkjgl, but they rarely
come up in linguistic discourse. All three
sides debate constantly about what should
be kept and changed, but it all boils down
to democracy.
Sociology teaches us that language
is an extremely potent agent of socialization. Think of how gender discrimination
exists in Spanish, with its masculine and
feminine words (though the girls get points
for el problema, the kitchen is la cocina.) It’s
important that we expand our language to
accommodate everyone’s personal identities: a man who is attracted to men may not
want to identify with the social and stereotypical implications of being “gay;” perhaps
“fireman,” as a word, is gender stratification
in itself. The verdict: language needs to be
liberated, but still appropriately punctuated.
Too much rule-breaking is sheer, tragic anarchy; there are no checks and balances like
periods and capitalization. Please allow me
to demonstrate:
in
con
clu(sion)

talents
ab
THERE si on SPOON O
Michael Yarsky, LA ’08, has not yet declared
a major.
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Lessons in Romance:
Questions and Answers
BY

W

VINDA RAO

hat follows is a list of anonymous questions on romance and
dating, as answered by me.

HOW DO I KNOW IF SHE’S “THE ONE?”
If she’s “The One,” she celebrates your
successes and consoles you for your failures. She offers you solidly good advice
whenever you ask for it. She gives you
space and never tries to keep you away
from your friends. She helps you realize
how happy you are right now. You feel
excited when you see a book that she’d
love to read. She has made or will make
a damn good impression on your best
friend/parents/loved ones/mentors. She
kisses you even if it smears her makeup.
She tells you immediately when you’re being an ass. She defends you when someone
insults you, even if it means tracking that
person down and getting all up in his or
her face. She trusts you when you go out
with your female friends. You trust her with
any male she hangs with, no matter what
the history. You can stare into her eyes for
a long time in any setting and know what
she’s thinking. Screw this “till death do us
part” morbid nonsense—most importantly,
you’re happy just because its now and you’re
with her, and you can’t imagine yourself
ever feeling otherwise.
WHAT IS LOVE, VINDA? WHAT IS LOVE?
Oh the infamous “l-word” that started it
all. Love is pretty easy to define if you take
it out of the context of romance and lust
and frame it more holistically. For instance,
I love my sisters. I love my friends. I love
cold pizza at 3 a.m. Obviously I don’t love
all three for the same reasons. I love Sandy
and Satya (my sisters) because we have the
same parents, and anybody who loves my
parents like I do probably isn’t all bad. I love
my friends because they’re there for me to
talk to and fun to spend time with, and I
enjoy seeing them happy and helping them
get what they want from life. I care about
them, have a vested interest in them, would
16
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do anything (within reason) that they ever
asked of me, and genuinely feel unhappy
when they are unhappy. I guess that means
I love them.
HOW CAN I REJECT SOMEONE WITHOUT
HURTING HIS FEELINGS?
Be straightforward without being a patronizing ass. Everybody deserves respect and
courtesy, so ignoring them, being mean to
them, or leading them on to make yourself
feel better is inexcusable. Like you’d speak
to any of your friends just be like, “It’s hard
to say this because you’re so hot, but I really
can’t picture us working as a couple.” Just
don’t mention the fact that you’d like to be
friends. If you do you should hit yourself
over the head with a flat iron.
HOW DO YOU ASK OUT
MANAGING EDITOR?
Hmmmm…funny you should ask a Managing Editor that question. I suppose the
best way to ask out someone who fits that
description would be to offer to get her a
cup of coffee during late-night Observer
production on Monday and Tuesday nights.
Of course, if it’s Ed and Aaron you’re referring to, the best way to ask those two out
would definitely be to get them drunk to a
point where their Prada heels are causing
ankle sprains, and then just ask them if they
feel like getting lucky. I guarantee you success—they’re the easiest dates I know. In
fact, when I’m low on cash, I’ll pimp them
out at parties.
YOUR

IS IT OKAY TO ASK OUT YOUR RA?
No, unless your RA’s name is John Valentine, who by the nature of having had an
entire day named after him is fair game for
anybody who wants a good time. RAs are
paid by the administrative cataclysm known
as ResLife, and messing around with them
is a sure way of putting them in one hell of
an awkward position (yeah, I know, I said
“position”). But more inappropriate than
you asking out your RA is if he or she
asks you out, especially if you’re a freshman—because down in our country we

call that “inappropriate sexual behavior.”
In fact, if you’re a freshman, and you have
been asked out by your RA, tell me, and
I’ll arrange to have the pervy little bastard’s
legs broken.
HOW DO YOU KNOW WHEN
YOU SHOULD COMMIT?
If the person you’re dating is worth more
than just a few happy memories, you should
know after five dates. In college everything
is transitory and it’s too convenient to mistake a hot friendship for a meaningful romance, but don’t get scared off by commitment. The great thing about being human
is that each one of us is autonomous, and
in this great democracy called the United
States of America we have the free will to
kick someone to the curb if they hurt us
or act like an ass one too many times. The
bottom line is that you should commit to
someone who you know would be your best
friend if he or she were, say, into people not
of your gender.
HOW DO I SURPRISE MY MAN IN BED?
Arrange for his mother to walk in on you
two.
DOES A RANDOM HOOK-UP COUNT
AS A FIRST DATE?
That’s a tough question, because sometimes
hook-ups can lead to something more, as in
the case of my best friend, who hooked up
with a guy at a party once and then ended
up dating him for three years. However, as
a general rule, I would say no, because once
you’ve hooked up you’ve taken the mystery
and playfulness out of the equation, and
what the two of you are really trying to
force is an intellectual and emotional connection which might be baseless. A better
idea would be to treat the hook-up like
history and start afresh the old-fashioned
way, dinner and a movie and a conversation
that doesn’t involve the phrase “your place
or mine?” O
Vinda Rao, LA ’06, is majoring in
English
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Being a Bub
BY ANDREW SAVINI

R

ight now I’m sitting in my house
far away from campus, thinking
about how best to describe my
experience in the Beelzebubs, Tufts' oldest all-male a capella group. It’s difficult
on a number of fronts, mostly because
simply skimming the surface just wouldn’t
suffice—including the shallower examples
such as where we go, what we do on van
trips, how auditions run, how songs are
chosen, etc. What I want is to give you a
sample of life as a Bub; what it means to
be part of an organization that has lasted
at Tufts since 1962, what makes it tick, and
why it will continue for years to come.
A good place to start may be to dispel some rumors. I guess—if I may think
aloud a moment—that if I remember a
time when I was not in the Bubs, I might
be able to recollect my preconceptions of
the group. Say, when I was a new freshman
here at Tufts. Back then I just wanted to
sing. I wanted to perform and share my
love for song with others. I saw the Bubs
at the Gantcher Orientation Dinner, and I
thought (as many others think) that these
guys were energetic, loud, probably full of
themselves, loved by Tufts students, and
finally unapproachable.
I quickly found out, after becoming
a member, that many of my preconceptions were right and some were drastically
wrong. For one thing, everything that the
Bubs do is loud and energetic. Our motto
for the past 43 years has been “Fun through
Song.” I also found out that people here at
Tufts, specifically upperclassmen, seemed
to position the Bubs in a special way. In
many ways, the Bubs are positioned at the
heart of our University.
If you look at the group and get
to know us, you’ll instantly recognize
the extremely heterogeneous nature we
posses. We hail from all over the country: California, Philadelphia, New Jersey,
Connecticut, Hawaii (that’s me!), Ohio,
it’s like a microcosm of the diverse world
of Tufts.

On Mondays, we have practice from
10 p.m. to 12 a.m., in our room in Curtis
Hall (coined the “Bub Room”). On Tuesdays, we might have a school gig in the
morning or a charity event at Tufts in the
evening. On Wednesday, we have another
rehearsal from 10 p.m to 12 a.m. Thursdays
are a good day for an evening concert at
some nearby high school or organization
that has hired our services, or a gig for
trustees or important alumni. Friday, we
typically leave for our travels, which take
us anywhere from Montreal to St. Louis,
Chicago to Washington D.C. We don’t
return until Sunday, at which time we will
have scheduled another rehearsal from 7
p.m to 10 p.m.
This cycle of rehearsals and gigs continues so we can polish up our selection
for when we entertain, specifically here on
campus for our home crowds. Time can get
a bit crunched during years where we tour
or record an album, like last year when we
completed our newest album Shedding and
toured Hawaii.
All our pieces are original arrangements,
either by current group members or alumni.
We sing them through together by learning
voice parts, trying different things, and seeing what just seems to sound good. A typical
rehearsal has our business manager updating
us on our upcoming gigs, our president getting a feel for group morale, and our historian

sharing some insightful facts about the 240odd alumni and countless traditions that are
essential to the progression of the Bubs as
a successful organization. Finally, our music
director will lead us in our practice to get our
rhythms, pitches, blend, and general energy
together for singing.
It’s still amazing for me to see the fusion
of 43 years of alumni and history with the
present. This system has lasted for so long
because, ultimately, we put in all this effort
to see people excited about what we do. The
enjoyment of our audience has always been
our first priority. As a junior in the Bubs, I
understand that with any organization, there
is much that is confidential and exclusive. Yet
after three years, I also acknowledge that these
15 guys are open and willing to share with anyone. Seriously, come to one of our concerts,
get to know one of the guys, and understand
the kind of people we are. Heck, I just got
back from touring Montreal, and we’ve already
had a rehearsal to learn new songs. We take so
much time and energy each week just to see
smiles on other people’s faces and put on a
good performance. As tired as I am now, that
makes it all worth it.
If you have a chance, check out our
newest album Shedding, on sale at any of our
concerts, at our website (www.bubs.com),
or at the Tufts Bookstore. Look for posters of upcoming home shows all around
campus! O

ANDREW SAVINI
September 30, 2005 THE OBSERVER
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The Best Music You’ve Never Heard:
A Review of Dave Holland
and Steve Nelson’s NEC Performance
BY JASON YEAGER

I

t’s rare that two artists of equally remarkable musicianship, virtuosity, and
dramatic sense join forces seamlessly
to create something new and unexpected.
But that’s exactly the sort of music bassist
Dave Holland and vibraphonist Steve Nelson pulled together on Wednesday, September 21, in a free concert at New England
Conservatory’s Jordan Hall in Boston.
The venue, renowned for both its
acoustic and aesthetic beauty, did not
outshine its performers. From the opening phrases of “How Deep is the Ocean”
to the final selection—a mysterious version of Duke Ellington’s Caravan (an
encore demanded by a moderately-sized
but energetic young crowd)—the music was always captivating, balancing
the predictable with the unexpected.
Mr. Holland, who is New England
Conservatory’s Artist in Residence this
year, mentioned to the audience that the
two musicians had never really played
much standard jazz repertoire in their ten
years playing with one another; yet on this
night, standard material was all they needed
to create new, spontaneous, and exciting
music. While the material was familiar to
this audience of mostly music students (Mr.
Holland didn’t even bother to announce
the titles of the songs), the improvisations
were strikingly original, with endless musical twists and turns that elicited shouts
of glee and disbelief from the crowd.
One highlight of the evening was the
duo’s interpretation of Antonio Carlos
Jobim’s Wave, in which Mr. Nelson improvised a dark and rhythmic introduction on marimba. Each musician weaved
his solo through the piece effortlessly,
while the other actively participated in this
compatriot’s improvisation. Mr. Holland’s
ability to take a simple collection of two
or three notes and develop it into an entire
musical story was amazing. His sound on

18

artstemplate.indd 3

the bass was vocal, as though he were singing through his instrument. Mr. Nelson’s
virtuosic flourishes, as well as his harmonic
and melodic inventiveness, were always
ear catching, and his tasteful coloring of
Holland’s solos always seemed to compliment the bassist’s improvisations. And as
for Mr. Holland’s skills as a supportive
player—well, there’s a reason he’s perhaps
the most respected bass player on the planet.
At the end of Wave, Mr. Nelson, still on
Marimba, played what seemed to be the final
chord. But Mr. Holland caught his eye, and
at the last second, Mr. Nelson pivoted and
lunged over to his vibraphone, unleashing a
dazzling cascade of notes to end the piece
along with Holland’s final drone. Nelson
seemed to shake his head slightly, as though
his last-second inspiration hadn’t been satisfactory—but to these ears, it sounded perfect.
Other highlights included Milt Jackson’s
classic Bag’s Groove, in which Mr. Nelson
took an astonishingly inventive and mesmerizing solo. When he concluded, handing
the reins over to his friend, all Mr. Holland
could do was stop playing and shrug his
shoulders, as if to say, “What could I pos-

sibly do after that?”—only then to proceed
with his own magnificent playing. Another
humorous moment came near the end of
the performance, when Mr. Holland asked
his colleague what they should play next. As
Mr. Nelson began the melody of the familiar Cole Porter tune I Love You, Mr. Holland
said to the audience (without announcing
the title of the piece), “and we really do.”
When Holland first got up to speak,
mid-way through the performance, he told
the audience, “Thanks for sharing the music with us.” That statement captured the
feeling of the evening; everyone present,
including the musicians themselves, was enjoying this uplifting and spontaneous music.
The concert came during Mr. Holland’s
first visit as New England Conservatory’s
Artist in Residence for the 2005-2006 academic year. He decided to bring his friend
Steve Nelson along for the four-day visit.
The afternoon before the concert, Mr. Nelson offered a master class, demonstrating
some techniques and sharing some words
of advice, and then inviting students to
ask questions. He also invited students
to play with him, offering them respectful and honest critiques of their playing.
The bassist/bandleader/composer will
return to the Conservatory in February,
presenting master classes and coaching students in ensembles. The master
classes, like many of the concerts and
special events at the Conservatory, are
free to the public. Visit www.newenglan
dconservatory.edu for more information.
Be sure to catch Dave Holland with
guitarist Jim Hall for a handful of shows
at the Real Deal, located in Cambridge’s
Multicultural Arts Center, on November 18-20. If his performance with
Steve Nelson was any indication of
his skills in a duo setting, these shows
will be equally inspired and exciting. O
Jason Yeager, L.A. ’09, is a double-degree student at Tufts and New England Conservatory.
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The Latest Romp into
Tim Burton’s Imagination

T

BY JOHN

DECARLI

im Burton is certainly in his
element telling stories of the
macabre and showing us dark,
twisted landscapes, but he sure is good
at it. His newest film, “Corpse Bride” is
no exception. And while he may not have
gone out a limb the way he did making
“Big Fish,” he’s succeeded in crafting a
fine animated film: a fun romp through his
imagination and a treat for the eyes.
Johnny Depp lends his voice talent
as the film’s main character, Victor van
Dort, the nervous bumbling groom-to-be

run wild. Skeletons of all shapes and sizes
populate the colorful world, contrasting
greatly from the stark gray fog that covers
everything above. They sing and dance
to Danny Elfman’s music and everyone
seems much happier than they did in life.
Burton, along with his co-director
Mike Johnson and his team of animators, gives us two distinct styles in these
different worlds and luckily both are
fantastic, brimming with cool characters
and sets. He has a unique flare for the
atmospheric, whether it be in a live-action or animated film. The animation, too,
is done superbly. Stop-motion breathes

It is unfortunate and perhaps unfair that
“Corpse Bride” should be compared to
its superior predecessor as both have their
own, distinct merits.
who coincidentally looks a lot like Johnny
Depp. Victor’s parents have arranged for
him to marry Victoria Everglot (Emily
Watson), a young woman equally hesitant
to wed a complete stranger. However, to
both their surprise, they discover that they
are pefect for each other, the only lively
characters. In Burton’s dead world. In
one scene assembled with great tenderness and care, Victor quietly sits down
at a piano in the empty, lonely space
of the Everglot’s foyer. He slowly
begins to hit the keys and soon the house
is filled with music, briefly conquering the
dreary silence which fills the house and
drawing Victoria down from her room.
Things are looking good for Victor
and Victoria until, buckling under the
pressure, Victor runs into the woods to
practice his vows and unwittingly commits
himself to the Corpse Bride (Helena Bonham Carter). She takes him under ground,
to the land of the dead and it’s here where
we truly get to see Burton’s imagination
19
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life into characters much differently than
digital animation, and its great to see that
someone still has the courage to use the
painstaking process.
The film, however, invites comparison to Burton’s other stop-motion musical, the fantastic “Nightmare Before
Christmas.” It is unfortunate and perhaps unfair that “Corpse Bride” should
be compared to its superior predecessor
as both have their own, distinct merits,

but watching the film I found it hard not
to think of Jack Skellington. Both movies
show us a different world full of bizarre,
interesting characters, but “Corpse Bride”
seems to lack a certain menacing, mischievousness that made “Nightmare Before
Christmas” so fun. Perhaps the formula
has lost some of its novelty.
Despite the similarities, “Corpse
Bride” is a great animated film, a movie
with a distinct visual style that sets it apart
from the countless others flooding multiplexes across the country. It’s rare to
see an animated film made with as much
care and creativity as this, and until the
Wallace Gromit movie gives it a run for
its money in October, “Corpse Bride”
should hold the title for best animated
movie of the year. O

Skeletons of all shapes and sizes populate the colorful world, contrasting greatly
from the stark gray fog that covers everything above. They sing and dance to
Danny Elfman’s music and everyone
seems much happier than they did in life.
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BY ANNA FELDMAN

had a plan. A perfect plan for how to
spend a perfect Saturday afternoon on
a perfect fall day. As I embarked on my
journey from Tufts to spend the afternoon
in Brookline with a friend, I could think of
nothing but sinking my teeth into a scrumptious falafel sandwich from the renowned
Israeli eatery Rami’s on Harvard Street. We
got off the T at Coolidge Corner on the C
train (green line), walked down the quaint
tree-lined street, found number 324, and
… it was closed. It was Saturday! I couldn’t
believe how stupid I was (good Jew that I
am) to have forgotten that a Jewish eatery
in a predominantly Jewish area would be
closed on the Sabbath. Chagrined but not
totally disheartened, we crossed the street
and proceeded to find another place to
satisfy our grumbling stomachs. The restaurant we happened upon could not have
been more perfect.
It was bashert. This Yiddish word, meaning “fated,” is quite possibly my father’s favorite expression. It was the first thing that
came into my mind as we entered Zaftig’s
Delicatessen, a bustling “new Jewish”-style
deli/diner specializing in typical New York
kosher fare (with some not-so-kosher offerings). Populated by people of all ages
and backgrounds, Zaftig’s reminded me
instantly, as we were promptly seated at our
small black table, of a slightly more upscale
version of the lunch spot frequented by the
Seinfeld crew. The place was buzzing, the
clinking of plates and silverware in constant
battle with the din of conversation around
us. A chrome-topped deli counter doubling as a take-out station and seating area
greeted us to the left as we walked in (on
a weekend there will undoubtedly be a line
of people huddling in the entranceway),
while the rest of the place is packed full
of booths, banquette seating and tables for
two. Observing the décor as I tried to take
in the enormity of the menu’s selection, I
noticed two fans slowly whirling above us
on the low ceiling, and the blinded windows
through which the sunlight hazily filtered. It
was certainly a lazy fall day. I couldn’t stop
smiling. Wild colorful artwork (such as their

menu depicting a buxom grandmother in
a red dress) and a hip young wait staff
(sporting the coolest t-shirts varying in
sayings; my favorites being “Knish Me”
and “Got Matzo Balls?”) added to the notso-traditional-but-still-traditional vibe of
Zaftig’s. Their menu is huge (you pretty
much want everything) but does a great
job of offering both traditional and new
age options.
Breakfast, which is served all day starting at 8 a.m., takes up the entire backside of
the menu. From typical pancakes and eggs,
to more creative omelettes (e.g. apple and
cheddar) or banana-stuffed French toast,
to the traditional lox and cream cheese on
a bagel or cheese blintzes with fruit compote, breakfast here is anything but boring.
Prices range from $3.50 to $12.95 and the
portions are just right.
Lunch, however, is Zaftig’s main attraction. Their starters are, to put it simply, so
Jewish. Potato pancakes, gefilte fish, stuffed
cabbage, knish, and noodle kugel all make
appearances ($3.95-$8.95). The salads and
soups section is equally varied, featuring
matzo ball soup and borscht ($2.50 for
a cup), and an impressive selection of
fourteen different salads ($4.50-$9.95).
Sandwiches and grilled options take up
the entire middle page. There are your
traditional New York deli sandwiches
(corned beef, pastrami, salami, turkey,
chopped liver, whitefish salad) with your
choice of nine different types of bread,
a crisp sour half-pickle and potato salad,
coleslaw or French fries. Zaftig Combos
offer you more interesting combinations
of ingredients, such as the second Avenue
(roast beef, turkey, lettuce, tomato, onion,
Russian dressing on marble rye), classic
reuben or tuna melt. More new age health
conscious fare is also thrown in, for example, the Turkey Wrap with roast turkey,
avocado, sprouts, lettuce, tomato and cranberry chutney was particularly attractive to
the eye. Burgers and grill sandwiches (beef,
salmon, turkey or veggie burgers, chicken
breast sandwich, grilled cheese, hot dogs)
render the ordering even more difficult.
Sandwich prices range from $6.95-$14.95
(12 ounces of pastrami and corned beef in

The New Yorker make it the most expensive—damn that’s a lot of meat).
I now need to share Sarah and my amazing gastronomic adventure with you so that
hopefully you all will be convinced to try
Zaftig’s. We shared a pastrami and Swiss
sandwich on pumpernickel, and an order of
banana-stuffed French toast (we were thinking lunch and dessert). Sara’s first bite of the
sandwich elicited a closed-eye response of
“That’s New York.” The perfectly toasted
crisp pumpernickel slices sandwiched between them thinly sliced layers of peppery
pastrami, melted Swiss cheese oozing out the
sides and just the right amount of tangy deli
mustard. No grey poupon here. The homemade coleslaw, with its crisp fresh cabbage
and carrots and light mayo dressing, was an
excellent accompaniment.
Now to the French toast. My, oh, my.
Imagine: a thick slab of egg challah dipped
in a bourbon-vanilla batter, stuffed with
sweet softened bananas, browned to perfection with a top layer of crispy corn flakes,
served with date butter, fresh blueberries
and strawberries and maple syrup on the
side. Moist, flavorful, with a hint of cinnamon and a sprinkling of powdered sugar, it
was the best French toast I’ve ever had. Is
it coincidence that Zaftig in Yiddish means
“plump”? I think not.
The service was friendly and remarkably
attentive for how busy it was. My water glass
was never empty and our waitress brought
us new plates for the French toast after we
had properly sullied the others with pastrami
and Swiss drippings.
A dining experience that engages all the
senses is an amazing thing. The sounds and
smells of the eatery, the flavors and presentation of the food, and the company in
which you find yourself, all work together
to enhance the meal. My culinary adventure
at Zaftig’s encompassed all of the above.
However, in an unsuccessful attempt to list
every item on their menu in this review, I
encourage you all to check out their menu
online (www.zaftigs.com/menus.html) or
just venture down to Coolidge Corner (red
line to park street, green line C train). You
won’t regret it. And as their motto goes, let
them be your Jewish mother.O
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Spice Up Your…

Drink of Choice
ADRIENNE ROMA
AND MELISSA FIORENZA
BY

G

uys: Whether you’re perusing
the bar scene at the Powderhouse Pub on a Tuesday night
or hitting up Hillsides Liquors to stock
up for the weekend, what do you usually
buy? Maybe a handle of rum—the necessary ingredient for your typical drink of
choice, rum and coke. Maybe yet another
keg of Bud Light.
Ladies: When you’re at Magoun’s Saloon and in the mood for something a little
classier than beer, what do you say when
the bartender asks what he can get you?
Amaretto sour? Apple martini? Or you’re
preparing for a pregaming session at your
place—quick, what are you buying? Coors
Light? Coronas?
If any of these situations seem slightly
familiar and you’re ready to change up your
drink list, if only for just one night, then
read on—we came up with this list of the
best drinks for the warm farewell summer
nights and the cool autumn nights that are
rapidly approaching. Some are old, some
are new, and all are totally DIY, so break
out the grocery list.
1. Miami Vice. We know what you’re
thinking—isn’t that a television series that
followed the escapades of the vice squad
detectives of the Miami Police Department? Yes, but it also happens to be one
of the tastiest drinks, best had before the
cold weather kicks in for good. Let’s face
it, pina coladas are oh-so-good and oh-sosummertime. Strawberry daiquiris—same
deal. So we say end summer the right way
with a Miami Vice—a drink that is half
pina colada, half strawberry dack. Your
two favorite frozen summertime treats
in one equals heaven in a cocktail glass.
Make both parts separately with Bacardi
151 Rum, then put one part on top of the
other in a glass. Goodbye summer!
2. Naughty Shirley Temple (our personal
favorite). We can’t really prove it, but we’re
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convinced that even the cute little redhead
that graced TV screens during the Great
Depression had to kick back with a cold
one at some point. When you were eight
years old, you probably ordered countless
Shirley Temples. Now you’re 21, and what
do we say to that? Have another Shirley
Temple, but this time, add vodka. All you
need is grenadine, 7-Up or Sprite, and
your favorite brand of vodka. Pour the
ingredients—you decide on the measurements—in a tall glass filled with ice, and
enjoy!
3. Peppermint Mojito Frappe. Now, you’re
probably wondering—what the hell is a
Peppermint Mojito Frappe? Sounds like
some sort of a milkshake you order at a
diner, but no, it’s a tasty drink without a
trace of milk in it. It isn’t your average
mojito where all you taste is the rum

purple sugar that will undoubtedly satisfy
your sweet tooth. And if it turns out that
the Passiontini isn’t really your style, we’re
positive you can find something in the vast
drink menu to excite your taste buds.
5. Caramel Apple Pie Martini. Forget
the apple martini; try this seasonal drink
that combines everything from amaretto
and vanilla to graham cracker crumbs
and butterscotch schnapps. We found
this recipe online and were skeptical
at first, so we gave it a try. The result?
Not at all a disappointment. Intrigued?
Visit www.recipezaar.com/115898 for
a complete list of the ingredients and
step-by-step instructions on how to
perfect this autumn cocktail. Also, try
this as a caramel apple shot—it’s a sweet
and sugary blend that’s sure to get you
excited for fall.

We can’t really prove it, but we’re convinced that
even the cute little redhead that graced TV screens
during the Great Depression had to kick back with
a cold one at some point.
while crunching on sugar crystals or mint
leaves. And what’s even better is this
cocktail couldn’t be easier to make—just
combine mint, sugar, lime and rum in a
shaker and make sure everything is well
blended. Once you’ve poured your drink
into your favorite glass, top it with brut
champagne and you have yourself a new
spin on an old favorite.
4. Passiontini @ the 9s. Having read last
week’s article, you all know we love the 99
Restaurant near the Fresh Pond Mall. The
only thing better than the food at the 9s,
however, is the drink menu! Since we’ve
been there tons of times, having tried
almost the entire selection of beverages,
it’s safe to say that our favorite is the Passiontini. This not-so-average martini combines Stoli Razberi Vodka, blue curacao
and cranberry juice, followed by a rim of

6. Miller Lite. We don’t expect you
to play flip cup or beirut with Caramel
Apple Pie Martinis or Naughty Shirley
Temples—in fact, we’d advise you not to.
That’s why we’re throwing in our choice
of beer. You may be a die-hard devotee to
Bud or others, but we invite you to switch
your style and make Miller Lite your numero uno choice of beer. Why? It has half
the carbs of Bud Light and it isn’t watered
down like others. When they say “Great
Taste, Less Filling,” they mean it.
So hopefully these fresh ideas for
drinks have you on your way to the liquor
store or the 99 Restaurant with all intentions of breaking out of the box to find
a new favorite cocktail. And remember
to read next week for our tips on how
to recover from one too many of said
beverages … O
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The Winter of My Discontent
BY

MARK PAGLIA

L

ast winter was a difficult one for
me. As someone who could name
the Bruins’ starting line before he
knew the entire alphabet, I was more than
a little distressed by the recent lockout in
the National Hockey League. So naturally,

In essence, all of the new rules are
designed to increase offensive production.
There have been restrictions on goaltending, expansions of offensive opportunities,
and an overriding desire for smooth play
with plenty of scoring. The NHL is obviously banking on these rules producing an
atmosphere similar to that among baseball

The NHL is obviously banking on these
rules producing an atmosphere similar to
that among baseball fans during the height
of the home run era back in the nineties.
I was overjoyed when I heard that there
would be a season this year. Or at least I
was overjoyed until I read the new rules
that the NHL has adopted in order to
“make the game more exciting.” A few of
the rule changes are logical, a few harmless, but many are simply aggravating and
unnecessary revisions to the game that I
love so dearly.

COURTESY OF
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Even with the new rules and a brand
new logo, the NHL will still have a hard
time generating interest out of the casual
sports fan. It could be a long season for
NHL officials.

fans during the height of the home run era
back in the nineties. While such practices
may draw more fans to the league, they ultimately ignore larger issues surrounding the
NHL and provide a temporary fix at best.
To start with, goalies are far more
restricted than in years past. There are new
limits on the size of their pads, which is
actually a long overdue reform. Over the
past few seasons, nothing has been quite
as aggravating as watching the likes of
Garth Snow strapping on mattress-sized
shin pads and filling the net in shutout
after preposterous shutout. While this
long-awaited rule is an improvement, goalies are now also restricted by two diagonal
lines running from the blue line to the end
of the rink, forming a trapezoid behind
the net. Goalies are only allowed to play
the puck while in front of the net or in
said trapezoid, a move that mainly detracts
from distinguished goaltenders like Martin
Brodeur, who is one of the few capable of
playing a puck in the corners.
Under the category of harmless rules
is the restoration of the tag rule, under
which a player who reaches the offensive
zone ahead of the puck may quickly return
to the neutral zone and back to the offensive
zone without incurring an offsides penalty.
This rule has been used before, though
now each offensive zone is four feet longer, thanks to goal lines closer to the ends
and blue lines that are closer to each other.

Support your
fellow
Jumbos!
Meet new
people, cheer on
your friends, and
show your spirit as
these Jumbo sporting events.
October 8th
Football vs. Bowdoin
1:00 P.M.
@ Zimman Field
Men's Soccer vs. Bowdoin
12:00 P.M.
@Kraft Field
Women's Soccer
2:30 P.M.
@Kraft Field
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In another move of questionable impact,
following penalties for icing (passing the
puck across the red line and a blue line)
the offending team will not be allowed to
have a line change until the ensuing face-off
is over. This will likely spell doom for the
practice of icing in order to make an easy
line change and may prove the source of
more innovative strategy by the coaches in
their use of line changes. Also, while it was
previously illegal to pass over a blue line and

Coach Belichick, and the Red Sox can play
for as many extra innings as they please, but
they still must win if they want any points
in the standings.
So, with all of these offense-promoting changes, the league continues to avoid
greater issues. If the NHL wants to make
true progress, it must check its expansion.
The overreaching number of teams in obscure locales has spread talent too thin and
left the game weak and without interest to

The NHL should simply adopt a system wherein winning percentage determines team standings. While some
argue that teams deserve something for making it to
overtime, this is contrary to every other major American
sport. The Patriots can lose in overtime and earn nothing more than a scolding from Coach Belichick and the
Red Sox can play as many extra innings as they please,
but they still must win if they want any points ...
the red line (in that order), now the two-line
pass will only be called if the puck passes
over both blue lines.
The most hyped of all NHL changes is
the introduction of shootouts that will keep
games from ending in ties. After regulation
and a five minute overtime, each team will
send three players to a six-shot shootout,
potentially followed by a sudden-death
shootout. Now, one might think that
without ties the league would eliminate the
confusing and illogical scoring system of
yesteryear. Back in the day, a win earned
two points for the team, a regulation loss
none, and one point was awarded for ties
and overtime losses. Now, a win is worth
two points, a regulation loss none, and one
point for overtime and shootout losses. If
each game has a winner and a loser, this
system no longer makes sense. The NHL
should simply adopt a system wherein
winning percentage determines team standings. While some argue that teams deserve
something for making it to overtime, this
is contrary to every other major American
sport. The Patriots can lose in overtime and
earn nothing more than a scolding from
24
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fans. The new rules are but a disappointing
attempt to mask weakness that has been
growing over the past decade. Thus am I
left waiting hopefully for the NHL to enact
meaningful change. I’ll be watching. O

Way to go Jumbos!
Check out how
Tufts ranks with
the rest of the
competetion
in these

national polls:
Women's Sailing
Ranked 6th
Men's Cross Country
Ranked 9th
Co-Ed Sailing
Ranked 11th
Women's Soccer
Ranked 15th
Women's Tennis
Ranked 17th
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Fighting has always been a NHL tradition, and the new rules keep it that way,
which is sure to please the fans.
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pen Forum

What channel is TUTV?

“I don’t remember. I
thought I knew.”
—Garrett Wojcik, ’08

“15?”
—Natalie Miyake, ’09

“Channel 23.”
—Papa Obeng, ’09

“Our TV isn’t connected.”
—Josh Brand, ’08

“I’m gonna go with one.”
—Kaitlin O'Reilly, ’09

—Compiled by Isabelle Millstannenbaum.
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