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Sustainability
House to
debut next fall
by

Patrick McGrath

Daily Editorial Board

Environmentally conscious students
still looking for housing for next year can
now apply to live in a newly-founded
special Sustainability House. The newest
of Tufts’ 15 Special Interest Houses will be
located in a 10-person suite in Latin Way
starting next year.
“The goal is to bring students together with similar interests around environmental and sustainability issues,”
Director of the Office of Residential Life
and Learning Yolanda King said in an
email to the Daily. “The members of the
house will be promoting knowledge and
awareness around sustainable living,
which will have significant influence and
impact on other students residing in the
residence halls and houses.”
Seniors Rose Eilenberg and Danielle
Jenkins, members of the Sustainable
Action Squad, last fall developed the idea
for the creation of the house and submitted a proposal, including letters of
support from faculty and the Office of
Sustainability, according to Jenkins.
“The students have spent over a year
planning for the unit by completing a
thorough proposal with a mission/goals
and overall purpose of how the unit will
function,” King wrote.
Eilenberg and Jenkins were notified
last week that their proposal had been
ratified by a ResLife committee and
the Tufts Community Union Senate,
Jenkins said.
Given its approval late in the semester, the house was granted extra time
to complete its resident roster, and students can now apply to live in the house
for the 2013-2014 academic year, according to Jenkins.
“We want to have interviews with the
applicants and really gauge their personalities — see how they’ll work together in
see HOUSE, page 2
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In the wake of multiple alcohol-related violations at this year’s Winter Bash event, Boston Police have issueda license premise violation
against the event’s venue, the Westin Copley Place Boston Hotel.

Boston Police cite Winter Bash hotel for
license premise violation
by Stephanie

Haven

Daily Editorial Board

The Boston Police Department has issued
a license premise violation against the Westin
Copley Place Boston Hotel, where officers
responded to a call for assistance with several
highly intoxicated students at this year’s Winter
Bash. Tufts is not involved in this legal action.
Offenses on the notice include underage drinking, outside liquor brought into
the hotel and intoxicated patients requiring medical attention. “Uncooperative” hotel
security and problems with hotel management are also cited, according to a Feb. 20
Boston Police Department statement.
Once the violation is processed, the City
of Boston Licensing Board will schedule a
hearing in which both Westin and police
representatives will give testimony, Chair
of the Licensing Board Nicole Murati Ferrer
told the Daily. If the Board decides it is a
violation, it will determine the ramifica-

Jack Cole talks legalized drug regulation

tions, which could span from a warning to
suspension of the Westin’s license.
The Westin said in a statement released
by a public relations agency that the incident “was effectively addressed onsite by
hotel staff and university officials.” The
statement adds that no permanent damage was done to the hotel.
Although the school’s relationship with
the Westin has not been affected in some
respects — the hotel will continue to host
other Tufts events, like this year’s Senior
Gala — future Winter Bash events will not
be permitted to be held at the hotel, Office
for Campus Life Director Joe Golia said.
After the university rented the space for
the 2010 Winter Bash, the Boston Marriott
Copley Place declined to host the event for
a second year, Golia said.
As he does for all events of this size, Golia
said he recommended the hotel arrange for
two emergency medical technician crews to
be on site at Winter Bash. The hotel, however,
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Tufts Confessions creator
explains new page
by Stephanie

Students for Sensible Drug Policy last night hosted a lecture in Barnum Hall featuring
Jack Cole, co-founder of Law Enforcement Against Prohibition and former undercover
narcotics officer for the New Jersey State Police. Cole discussed the failed war on drugs
and the road towards drug policy reform and then held a question and answer session
with the audience.

only arranged for one Boston Emergency
Medical Service (EMS) team to be at the
event, Director of Media Relations for Boston
EMS Jennifer Mehigan told the Daily.
Over 15 students received treatment for
excessive intoxication at the event, according
to Dean of Student Affairs Bruce Reitman.
Due to the number of intoxicated students
requiring assistance, Boston EMS solicited
backup from local ambulance companies,
Mehigan said. The high number of patients
classified the event as a mass causality incident, she said.
“That is a significant amount of resources
for an event where underage students were
just behaving inappropriately,” she said.
A total of six students were transported to
the hospital, according to Mehigan. Staff from
the Department of Public and Environmental
Safety drove students not hospitalized back
to the Sophia Gordon Multipurpose Room,

Over 900 students have “liked” the Tufts
Confessions Facebook page, an online
place for students to submit anonymous
confessions, since its creation on Feb. 15.
Nicole Dahan created the Tufts
Confessions page as a comical way for
students to share things they would not
otherwise say. Each post is featured on a
Facebook page for students to view.
Anonymous students’ confessions
inundate the SurveyMonkey account
that feeds the page content, according to
Dahan. Submissions simply require an
answer to the question, “What is your Tufts
Confession?” without any personal information. From anecdotes about weekend
antics to secret crushes, Dahan publishes
all the posts.
“Some are definitely a joke,” Dahan, a
sophomore, said. “But I think some of them
are definitely truthful. As long as no one is

directly insulted, I put it on the page.”
Compared to what she has read on the
UniversityofWisconsin-MadisonConfessions
page that inspired the Tufts page’s creation,
Dahan said she expected fewer wild stories
from Tufts. She said that she’s been surprised
by some of the content.
“Our posts are equally crazy as [posts
from] schools really renowned for being a
party school,” Dahan said. “I didn’t think
people were so weird.”
Several other colleges in the United
States have similar anonymous tell-all
Facebook pages — like NYU Secrets and
UC Davis Confessions — as well as other
college-specific pages dedicated to opening campus communication.
Similar in concept to The Public Journal,
Tufts’ print outlet for candid expression,
Tufts Confessions mirrors the magazine’s
mission for sharing uncensored messages.
While the page’s posts cover varisee CONFESSIONS, page 2
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New Sustainability House to be located in Latin Way
HOUSE

continued from page 1

the house,” Eilenberg said.
Jenkins hopes the house will include
students who are already very dedicated
to the sustainability movement on campus as well as students who have not
previously had the opportunity to get
involved in it.
“I think the most important thing is to
continue to create a bigger community
around environmental issues,” Director
of the Environmental Studies Program
and Professor of Biology Colin Orians,
who will serve as the director of the house
next year, said. “One of my goals as being
director was to create a sense of community around the program. Not every
student who’s in the house will be an
Environmental Studies major, but to me
it’s just another way of creating a community around the environment.”
Jenkins hopes the house will serve
as a meeting space for the different
clubs under the umbrella of the Tufts
Sustainability Collective.
“I really want it to be sort of a focal
point of the environmental community — a place where people can gather
physically,” Eilenberg said. “I want it to
be a meeting space, it’s really about community and encouraging collaboration
between different groups.”
Jenkins anticipates that the house will
also host sustainability related dinners
and discussions about relevant topics.
Future house residents will decide the topics around which to focus events, according to Eilenberg.
“I think it’s definitely going to be up
to the residents,” Eilenberg said. “And it
might not necessarily be events; it might
be sort of campaigns or research. We
want everyone who lives in the house to
be somehow involved with the environmental movement on campus.”
Orians said he would like to see the
house host outside speakers and possibly
organize a yearly student-run conference.
Given Latin Way’s proximity to Tom
Thumb’s Student Garden, Eilenberg
added that residents of the Sustainability
House might be able to grow their own
food next year.
Although the group originally applied

Andrew Schneer / Tufts Daily Archives

The newly-established Sustainability House, which is now accepting applications, will be located in Latin Way next semester.
to be in a free-standing house that would
fit between 12 and 17 students, there
were no free-standing houses available at the time, Jenkins explained. The

Sustainability House will be given the
opportunity to move to a new location if
a house is made available, after all other
culture groups not currently residing in a

house have a chance to move in.
“We are very excited to have another
living option to meet the needs of our
students,” King said.

Westin Copley to
testify on Winter
Bash misconduct
WINTER BASH

continued from page 1

Facebook.com

A new Facebook page allows Tufts students to anonymously confess secrets they otherwise would not share.

College-specific Facebook pages create wave of open
communication
CONFESSIONS

continued from page 1

ous topics, Tufts Free Compliments
President Brendan Conron said he
believes Tufts Confessions does not
accurately portray the character of
Tufts’ undergraduate students.
“Ideally, it would serve as a way for
people to express a sentiment that if
their name was attached to it they’d be
socially judged for it,” Conron, a sophomore, said. “The way it’s being used is
kind of sad.”
In the process of implementing Tufts
Free Compliments’ new anonymous
submission website — initiated before
Tufts Confessions — Conron said he

commends Dahan’s savvy in how she
operates the Facebook page.
Tufts Free Compliments’ latest platform officially launches next week,
allowing students to interact with the
Facebook page without revealing their
identity to even the account managers.
Currently the program requires students
to use their Facebook accounts when
contacting the Tufts Free Compliments
account.
“Compliments is more peer-to-peer
confessions, Confessions is more individual concepts,” Conron said. “They
both are in the realm of social media
psychology, but Confessions are more
morose.”

Conron said he is worried some of Tufts
Confessions’ false submissions could tarnish others’ reputations on campus. For
example, he said recent posts about fraternity hazing worried him.
“People need to realize responsible
usage,” Conron said. “This is the most
vocal I’ve seen Tufts students.”
While she said she has not had problems with the page in its first days,
Dahan said she would take down individual posts if students request it.
Thus far, Dahan said she has balanced
the demands of the page with homework without issue — if the time burden
increases, she said she’ll solicit posting
help from a friend.

where Tufts Emergency Medical Services
treated the intoxicated students, according
to Director of Emergency Management
Geoffrey Bartlett.
Boston EMS attended to two intoxicated students under the legal drinking age — an 18-year-old female and
a 19-year-old male, according to the
Boston Police Department report.
Those intoxicated students caught
violating the Student Code of Conduct
will receive disciplinary repercussions.
Tufts administrators decide these consequences, which could range from a
warning to suspension, on a case-bycase basis.
In a statement, the university
emphasized that although only a
small number of the 3,000 students
at Winter Bash behaved inappropriately, the administration is taking
steps to ensure that this will not happen in the future.
“This kind of behavior is not unique to
our university but it is absolutely unacceptable,” the statement reads. “Our students and administration are taking a
hard look to see what changes we need to
make to encourage responsible actions by
students and prevent the rude and risky
behavior that marred this year’s event.”
Golia noted that not all problems at the
event originated from those who drank
too much.
“What’s most disappointing was a
lack of civility by some students,” he
said. “To have students who weren’t
even intoxicated treat staff with such
disrespect, that to me means the
most. It’s clear that the size, nature
and idea students have of this event
needs to change.”
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After a brief stint on the Hill, activist Gregg Gonsalves has become a voice in the fight against AIDS through movements like ACT UP.

An activist’s journey: former Jumbo Gregg
Gonsalves leads in AIDS activism
by Jacob

Passy

Daily Editorial Board

As an ambitious high school graduate, Gregg Gonsalves applied to Tufts with
medical school among his ultimate goals.
Although he ultimately never graduated
from Tufts, his time as a student on the Hill
proved critical to his development as an
activist fighting AIDS, a role he continues
to play to this day. Recently, Gonsalves was
featured in the Academy Award-nominated
documentary “How To Survive a Plague”
(2012), which tells the story of the AIDS
Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT UP) and
Treatment Action Group (TAG).
“I came to Tufts thinking maybe I’ll be a
physician and then go into medicine, but I
fell in love with poetry,” Gonsalves said.
This love of literature was inspired by
two of his professors — Fletcher Professor
of English Literature Lee Edelman and
former Associate Professor of Russian
David Sloane — who later became his
advisors after Gonsalves declared a double major in English and Russian language and literature.
“A lot of the stuff I read with Lee Edelman
and [Professor Emeritus] Howard Solomon
was very critical in how I viewed the world,”
he said. “I remember once that Lee Edelman
was describing to a poetry class about a
generation of kids being rabid teenage
pragmatists. I think he was talking about
the ’60s, and I thought, ‘I don’t want to be a
rabid teenage pragmatist. I don’t want to be
ruthlessly pursuing some sort of career.’”
Outside of the classroom, Gonsalves
began to find himself involved in activist
groups on campus. His activism at Tufts
came to a head with the divestment protests in 1985.
“We took over Ballou Hall ... in an antiapartheid protest,” Gonsalves said. “That
act of political activism basically was a
training point for me.”
He recalled the large number of students — hundreds, by his count — who
occupied the building in a sit-in protest
that lasted for three days and two nights.
In the midst of the protest, Gonsalves left
with the intention of going to the Tufts
University School of Medicine, where he
worked in a lab, but ultimately decided to
turn around and return to the protest just
before leaving campus.
“This ring of police surrounded me at
the entrance to Ballou Hall, and I said, ‘I’m
getting back in there no matter what,’” he
said. “I dove past the police into the crowd
of students, many of them going back into
Ballou Hall.”
Later on, Gonsalves said, the protests
at Ballou drove him to continue pursuing
politically motivated work.
“The anti-apartheid protest in Ballou
was exciting, you know — it felt like we

were doing something that was important,”
Gonsalves said. “With the anti-apartheid
protests it was freedom or oppression, and
with ACT UP it was life or death for the sake
of my then-partner.”
The issue of AIDS was consistently present in Gonsalves’ life upon arriving at Tufts.
As he explained, the year he matriculated,
1981, was the same year that the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention first
reported on cases of the virus in the United
States. By 1985, Gonsalves decided for personal reasons to take time off from Tufts.
Upon returning in the summer of 1987 to
finish his undergraduate degree, he met an
HIV-positive person for the first time.
“I took a class over the summer [of 1987],
thinking it was the last class I would take to
finish my degree, and that summer I met
the first HIV-positive person I ever knew,”
he said. This man, who became Gonsalves’
boyfriend, gave Gonsalves a new, personal
perspective on the effects of the virus.
“It was a shock. I was a young guy, barely
older than you are, and never met anybody
HIV-positive in my life,” Gonsalves said. “All
I could think of was that he was going to
die, but we ended up dating each other for
a while.”
Gonsalves initially became involved with
ACT UP Boston while searching for treatment for his significant other. ACT UP is an
international organization that uses direct
action to fight AIDS, using both a legislative
and medical approach.
“Back then, there were no drugs for HIV
that really worked, so I went in search of
information,” he said. “I ended up in ACT
UP Boston and started learning everything
from older gay men who were researching
treatments and things to stave off sickness
and death. That was how I got involved in
activism after I left Tufts.”
Over time, the fight for AIDS education
and treatment would hit even closer to
home for Gonsalves and his family.
“I found out many years later that my
cousin had HIV and he [then died] in 1996,”
he said.
He would later be diagnosed with the
virus in the mid-1990s himself.
“It became a sort of personal struggle,”
he said.
Today, Gonsalves’ work with ACT UP is a
central focus of “How to Survive a Plague,”
which chronicles the work of AIDS activists during the late 1980s and early 1990s.
He hopes the film will help people to learn
more about the history of the disease.
“This weekend, I asked people if they
knew what ACT UP is and they said no,”
he said. “The history of the work we did
was in danger of being wiped away. I think
that ‘How to Survive a Plague’ and its Oscar
nomination helped put the history of AIDS
activism into the mainstream, and I think
that’s very important.”

Gonsalves maintains that it is particularly important for college students to be
aware of the history of AIDS activism, since
it has largely included young people. Like
Gonsalves, most of his colleagues at ACT
UP were just out of college when they first
became involved.
“Nobody had any credentials to argue
with the National Institutes of Health
and the [United States] Food and Drug
Administration, but we taught ourselves,”
he said. “You don’t have to wait until you
become a professional to get a job or work
in global health.”
Today, global health activism has become
Gonsalves’ area of work. After ACT UP
achieved notable success toward the end of
the 1990s, Gonsalves went to South Africa
to help improve HIV awareness there.

courtesy Gregg Gonsalves

Gregg Gonsalves, a former Tufts student,
left the Hill to go on to speak out in the
fight against AIDS.
Since leaving Tufts, Gonsalves has gone
on to receive his bachelor’s degree from Yale
University through its Eli Whitney Students
Program. Currently, he is co-director of the
Global Health Justice Partnership between
Yale Law School and the Yale School of
Public Health, where he is also working
toward a PhD.
According to Gonsalves, returning to college made him aware that AIDS activism is
alive and well in younger generations.
“I originally thought when I got back to
university after 25 years that it was a more
conservative generation, or radical teenage
pragmatists as Lee Edelman said 25 years
ago, but it turns out that this wasn’t the
case,” he said. “There were people like the
people who stormed Ballou Hall in 1985.”
Gonsalves expressed hope that students
will continue to engage in public health
work. As his own non-traditional experience shows, not playing by the book can
yield results.
“With your current resources, your talents and your own passion, you can spark
a movement and make changes like we
did,” he said. “All you need is a few people
to change the world.”

elcome to spring symposium
season at Tufts. In the coming
weeks, you will be flooded with
scholars, panels, invites, experts
and roving students in search of their next free
lunch in the Cabot Auditorium lobby or catered
reception in Alumnae Lounge. No judgment
here: I will most likely be beside you, eating my
fill of cheese squares and pita pieces.
But where is the symposium that teaches
us how to navigate our family lives and emotionally one-sided relationships while keeping independence and self-esteem intact?
I’m starting to feel like I need a conference on
what I call “family diplomacy.”
To me, family diplomacy is the careful and
strategic implementation of obligatory phone
calls and feigned interest for the sake of some
semblance of peace. I have studied alongside
the best (equally despondent friends) and I
have practiced in the field (Tufts — keep up!),
but I still feel like a novice when I make small
talk with my Midwest relations.
I treat home like I treat the annual
Emerging Black Leaders (EBL) Symposium or
Education for Public Inquiry and International
Citizenship (EPIIC) Symposium: I go, sit,
absorb, listen, smile politely, ask a question
and then off to the airport again. I’m a few
hundred dollars lighter and a couple of weeks
older, emotionally and fiscally spent, wondering if the consequences of enduring a lessthan-thrilling jaunt to the Midwest are worse
than the judging that accompanies choosing
not to go home.
It is a constant side-eyed cease-fire. The
battle lines are drawn via Skype, passiveaggressive Facebook comments or tense
texts. Or, if you are like me, you do not
draw lines at all and hope that that brilliant
explosion on the horizon distracts everyone ... but it doesn’t.
A recent conversation I had with an
amazing friend reaffirmed to me the significance and complexities of kinship and
how family does not always connote positivity. We mused on our mutual sacrifice of
our sanity for the “greater good of home.”
The alternative of asserting yourself can
be worse and potentially more dangerous, especially if you depend on family for
social or financial support.
“I’m tired of being hopeful and being hurt
in the process,” he said. When he left, I cried
and then watched “Scandal” because that’s
kind of where my life is right now.
So, what do you do when your warped
sense of familial respect and duty is onesided and all-encompassing, with no room
for growth or adaptation? What do you do
when being “respectful” to your blood is
being repressive towards yourself?
Answer: You take care of yourself. You love
yourself so hard and so deeply that you can’t
even stand it. As Audre Lorde said, “Caring for
myself is not self-indulgence, it is self-preservation, and that is an act of political warfare.”
I have found, in my misadventures of onlychildhood, that when there is an artificial
sense of obligation to family, it’s hard to separate my own thoughts from those projected
onto me. I try to remember that I have to live
with myself for the rest of my life and that I
make any of my peripheral relationships on
my own terms. That is why I am in the middle
of breaking up with key members of my
immediate family. It is not me, it is them.
It’s toxic and dangerous and we need to
talk about it, because it’s so multifaceted
and because I have no answers. But I have
a feeling that we are all walking around with
these questions. Now, fill out an R25 for The
Danish Pastry House and email me, and we
will find the answers together over carbohydrates and tea.

Brionna Jimerson is a senior majoring in American studies. She can be
reached at Brionna.Jimerson@tufts.
edu or @brionnajay on Twitter.
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And the Oscar goes to..........................
The Daily’s picks for
winners at the 85th
Academy Awards
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by Jaqueline

Noack

Daily Editorial Board

L

ast year was a consistently good year in film, and the
85th annual Academy Awards
will honor the biggest and best
this Sunday night. With awards
ranging from Best Production Design to
Best Documentary Short to Best Director,
the ceremony is by far the grandest and
most renowned of the awards season
every year. Below is a roundup of the
biggest categories at the Oscars, which
include Best Actor in a Supporting Role,
Best Actress in a Supporting Role, Best
Actor in a Leading Role, Best Actress in
a Leading Role, Best Director and, of
course, Best Picture.
First, a short summary of the nine films
nominated for the coveted Best Picture
award: There is honestly not much to
say about Tom Hooper’s “Les Misérables”
because it just seems out of place in this
category, not to mention the fact that it
was shot in an identical fashion to “The
King’s Speech,” for which Hooper won
Best Picture in 2010. A director’s signature style should only go so far. Also,
who thought it was a good idea to cast
Russell Crowe? Despite all its flaws, this
film is exactly the kind of thing that the
Academy eats right up.
Just as the Oscars love the bygone era
of musical cinema, they also love Steven
Spielberg. Who can honestly say they outright dislike Spielberg? Unfortunately, he
made the biggest error a director could
make — let’s face it, “Lincoln” is boring at
times. The film is only saved by the enormous amount of talent it features.
Ben Affleck’s “Argo,” on the other hand,
is certainly the most entertaining film of
the ones nominated. It has a fascinating
plot, solid acting and a winning combination of comedy and drama. These
elements are similarly found in David O.
Russell’s “Silver Linings Playbook,” which
carries more weight in the acting than in
the story itself, but nonetheless stands
out as an extraordinary film.
As soon as word got out about Ang
Lee’s “Life of Pi” and Kathryn Bigelow’s
“Zero Dark Thirty,” both films seemed
destined for the Academy Awards. Lee’s
visual creativity and Bigelow’s controversial, yet relevant, subject matter are
immediate contenders, but the force of a
film like “Argo” could easily overshadow
these two commercial successes.
And then there’s Quentin Tarantino.
“Django Unchained” is like the mysterious, scruffy guy that everyone thinks is
too cool for them, but who in reality is

A summary of the nominees and
the Daily’s predicted winners
Best Picture
“Amour”
“Argo”
“Beast of the Southern Wild”
“Django Unchained”
“Les Misérables”
“Life of Pi”
“Lincoln”
“Silver Linings Playbook”
“Zero Dark Thirty”

Predicted winner: “Argo,”

not that interesting. If that simile is a bit
too hard to understand, let me simplify it:
this film is overrated and has a select few
performances that carry it along.
Last, but certainly not least, the
underdogs: “Amour” and “Beasts of the
Southern Wild.” Both films were unexpected triumphs among critics and audiences around the country. There is a
reason why Michael Haneke’s “Amour”
has been referred to as a masterpiece
by numerous critics. Benh Zeitlin has
created a refreshing world of wonder,
intrigue and fascination with “Beast of
the Southern Wild.” It is right to honor
these two contenders, even if they don’t
have a chance with the Hollywood elite.
Who’s up for what?
To summarize, the aforementioned
films are all nominated for Best Picture.
Out of the nine films listed, only five of
them are nominated for Best Director,
including Haneke for “Amour,” Zeitlin for
“Beasts of the Southern Wild,” Russell for
“Silver Linings Playbook,” Lee for “Life
of Pi” and Spielberg for “Lincoln.” The
Academy overlooked both Bigelow and
Affleck for the director nod. This was a
surprise to many, considering that Affleck
has already won both the BAFTA and the
Golden Globe Awards for direction this
year. In a similar vein, it is surprising to
see that Bigelow was not nominated given
her tremendous success at the Academy
Awards with “The Hurt Locker” in 2009.
Despite these shockers, both “Argo”
and “Zero Dark Thirty” have an acting
nod under their belt. “Argo’s” Alan Arkin
is up for Best Actor in a Supporting
Role alongside Philip Seymour Hoffman,
Tommy Lee Jones, Christoph Waltz and
Robert De Niro. It will be interesting
to see how the Academy votes in this
category as all the actors nominated are
known for some legendary roles. It’s also
nice to see De Niro take on a good role
late in his career, as it seems that most of
his recent films have been far below his
skill level.
In fact, the acting in “Silver Linings
Playbook” is so solid that all four acting
categories have nominated an actor from
the film, a first for any film in the past 30
years. Jacki Weaver, who plays Bradley
Cooper’s mother and De Niro’s wife in
the film, is one of the nominees for Best
Actress in a Supporting Role. Amy Adams,
Sally Field, Anne Hathaway and Helen
Hunt join her. This, too, is a category
with strong contestants, but it is clearer
to see that a select few have a much
greater chance of winning the Oscar.

Best Actor in a Leading Role:
Bradley Cooper
Daniel Day-Lewis
Hugh Jackman
Joaquin Phoenix
Denzel Washington

Predicted winner: Daniel Day-Lewis
Best Actress in a Leading Role:
Jessica Chastain
Jennifer Lawrence
Emmanuelle Riva
Quvenzhané Wallis
Naomi Watts

Perhaps the most predictable nominees come from the Best Actor in a
Leading Role category. The nominees
are Hugh Jackman, Daniel Day-Lewis,
Bradley Cooper, Denzel Washington and
Joaquin Phoenix. Most anyone who followed film in 2012 could have predicted
that these would be the five, which is not
to say they are not well deserved.
The nominees for Best Actress in a
Leading Role, on the other hand, have a
diverse group of women ranging in both
age and acting experience. Nine-year-old
Quvenzhané Wallis could be the youngest winner in this category if she receives
the award for “Beasts of the Southern
Wild” on Sunday. Similarly, in a sort of
poetic parallel, 85-year-old Emmanuelle
Riva has the chance of becoming the
oldest winner for her role in “Amour.”
Also nominated are Naomi Watts for “The
Impossible,” Jessica Chastain for “Zero
Dark Thirty” and Jennifer Lawrence for
“Silver Linings Playbook.”
And the Oscar goes to...
Let’s start with the easy predictions;
Daniel Day-Lewis will win the Oscar for
Best Actor in a Leading Role. It would
be utterly ridiculous if he didn’t, and
although he is possibly the greatest actor
of our times, he was not exactly faced with
a challenging role in “Lincoln.” Joaquin
Phoenix, on the other hand, was mesmerizing and assertive in Paul Thomas
Anderson’s “The Master.” It’s upsetting
that his powerful performance will go
unrecognized up against Day-Lewis, who
has already won dozens of awards in the
past year.
If previous awards ceremonies really
have this much sway over the Oscars,
chances are that Jennifer Lawrence
will pick up the award for Best Actress
in a Leading Role for “Silver Linings
Playbook,” as she already has received
several awards under her belt for it.
Despite Lawrence’s superb and natural
performance, it would be refreshing to
see an underdog take this one, particularly Emmanuelle Riva. Naomi Watts
wasn’t particularly outstanding in “The
Impossible,” but there’s really only so
much you can do when you spend over
half of the film screaming in agony as her
character did.
In a similar vein, Anne Hathaway probably has the greatest chance of winning
the Oscar for Best Actress in a Supporting
Role, although Amy Adams should not
go unnoticed in this category. The point
of a supporting role is to push the story
forward in a powerful manner, and most

Predicted winner: Jennifer Lawrence
Best Actor in a Supporting Role:
Alan Arkin
Robert De Niro
Philip Seymour Hoffman
Tommy Lee Jones
Christoph Waltz

Predicted winner: Christoph Waltz
Best Actress in a Supporting Role:
Amy Adams
Sally Field
Anne Hathaway

of the actresses this year did exactly that.
Helen Hunt and Jacki Weaver will not win,
but Sally Field might just slide in and surprise us all. In the typically Hollywood,
gimmicky way, Anne Hathaway’s performance is just too Oscar-friendly to pass
up.
As for who will win for Best Actor in
a Supporting Role, there is no absolute
standout winner. All five actors in this
category have gone above and beyond for
previous film roles and all have at least
one Academy Award to prove it. Tommy
Lee Jones and Alan Arkin were not exceptional this year. And while Robert De Niro
was understatedly great, the win should
go to Hoffman or Waltz, who were both
refreshing and powerful in their performances this year. My personal pick is
Waltz because, despite Tarantino’s tendency to create in-your-face characters,
Waltz contributes a calm and composed
performance in the best way possible.
Now, onto the big ones. Many critics and film buffs have taken issue with
the nominees for Best Director this
year. Affleck was not nominated in this
category despite deserving the nod for
his “Argo.” The nominees, Haneke and
Zeitlin, despite their masterful films,
will not win this category—which leaves
us with Russell, Lee, and Spielberg. Of
the three, the race is probably between
the latter two directors. Both critics and
audiences praised Lee and Spielberg for
bringing more of their creative genius to
the big screen in 2012. It’s a tough call,
but Spielberg has a slight edge in that he
is Steven Spielberg.
And finally, we come to the award
of awards: Best Picture. Unfortunately,
“Amour” and “Beasts of the Southern
Wild” are again out of the picture on
this one, but the former will clearly
win Best Foreign Language Film. Quite
frankly, “Django Unchained” and “Les
Misérables” do not deserve to win
and probably won’t. The remaining
five films all have a relatively decent
chance, “Silver Linings Playbook” being
a personal favorite (as if you couldn’t
already tell). “Argo” is almost sure to
get the win, not only because it has
already picked up numerous awards
in 2012, but also because, knowing the
Academy, this will be their “we-regretnot-nominating-Ben-Affleck-for-BestDirector” award.
In the end, predictions are predictions
and the Academy has been known to
throw curveballs from time to time, so
there’s really no way of knowing until this
Sunday night. Here’s hoping everyone
makes good decisions this weekend!
Helen Hunt
Jacki Weaver

Predicted winner: Anne Hathaway
Best Directing:
Michael Haneke (Amour)
Benh Zeitlin (Beasts of the Southern Wild)
Ang Lee (Life of Pi)
Steven Spielberg (Lincoln)
David O. Russell (Silver Linings Playbook)

Predicted
(Lincoln)

winner:

Steven Spielberg
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Leonard A. Lauder Postcard Archive—Promised gift of Leonard A. Lauder / Courtesy Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

“The Postcard Age” displays some of the quirky traits of postcards from the early 20th century, like being a vehicle for brand advertisements, as seen in “Albo preserves are the best” from 1930.

‘Postcard Age’ displays fascinating art
from bygone era
by Julia

Richieri

Contributing Writer

For many of us, postcards are trivial little things, meant to be bought
and sent on a passing whim. Smaller
and less expensive than a real letter,
the postcard occupies a strange little
niche. The picture on one side lets the
recipient know where we are, and the
other side informs of some adventure
on a beach somewhere. Even though
postcard art has degenerated into gag
pictures of naked women tanning on
a beach somewhere, it wasn’t always
so.
In the Museum of Fine Arts exhibit “The Postcard Age,” hundreds of
postcards taken from the Leonard A.
Lauder Postcard Archive, a collection of thousands of postcards, are
grouped in broad categories such as
“Women” and “About Town” and then
set out for visitors to see. These pieces
of history offer interesting little visual
vignettes of a time and place entirely
separate from our own.
Around the turn of the 20th century,
postcards were ubiquitous, and people sent them even when not on vacation. Because people were continually
sending them to friends, companies
and artists had to keep them fresh and
interesting. The result is that postcards accurately reflected the latest
trends and fashions of the day on a
miniature canvas.

Not surprisingly, the cards are absolutely beautiful and well preserved.
The majority of postcards displayed
are photographs or lithographs,
meaning that there is a good mix
of black- and-white and color pieces. Some of the photographs have
a strange and haunting look — one
card shows a group of butchers standing together in bloodstained aprons
and staring straight into the camera.
There is no explanation but for the
fact that this was one of a set entitled
“At Work.” The show features colorful and lighthearted lithographs that
show a strong Art Nouveau influence.
There are some over-the-top pieces
too, including some cut in unusual
shapes, and others containing pulltabs that reveal another part of the
scene or cellophane screens allowing
lights to shine through.
The back wall of the exhibit sports
the most unusual postcards, including
many whose main purpose seemed
to be advertising. The Michelin man
has never looked so good. These ads
depict cartoon women opening boxes
of chocolates, a man riding a bicycle
or a shiny new fleet of planes flying
over a city—but there is a darker set
of ads not too far off. Much to my surprise, there was a tradition of putting
military propaganda on postcards.
The cards from the World War I era are
particularly striking.
Obviously, not all the postcards

are so dark. Some postcards also
draw on previous artistic traditions,
giving these little treasures a place
in the larger continuum of art. One
of my personal favorites was made
during the 1924 Summer Olympics in
Paris, and shows runners in the style
of a Greek white figure vase. This
card both shows the Olympic Games
as a continuation of an ancient tradition and sells Paris as a high-class
location.
Though the postcards are the focus
of the exhibit, “The Postcard Age” is
excellently curated. Set up without
any particular viewing order in mind,
the exhibit, contained in a single
room, is meant to prompt discoveries and associations between times
and places. Rather than using just the
walls, the curator decided to make
several jointed screens that resemble
a laid-out deck of cards and display
the postcards on those. There is also
very little commentary, aside from
the text near the door. Some cards
have small blurbs, but they are left
to speak for themselves. The effect is
that the exhibit has no direction, and
visitors are invited to go where they
please, finding their ways among the
postcards just as the cards once found
their ways among the postal system.
Viewers can move around, between
and among the different screens as
they choose, creating an order and
experience unique to each visitor.

atching “Moonrise Kingdom”
(2012), it’s very easy to be
taken aback by the precision
and delicacy of the set design.
Most frames look like carefully crafted
paintings where every last object is in
exactly the right place. With this film, Wes
Anderson has created a heavily romanticized world for the viewers to fully experience and marvel at, reminiscent of cozy
children’s stories or an unbridled kid’s
imagination.
While this kind of artifice could have
ended up feeling fake or one-dimensional,
it avoids this trap because of how well the
film makes its young protagonists, Sam
(Jared Gilman) and Suzy (Kara Hayward),
seem fated to be together. Every aspect of
Sam’s life has a mirror image in Suzy’s and
vice versa. They are corresponding puzzle
pieces that are not only incomplete without one another, but could also never fit
anywhere else. No matter where they go,
they are misfits without their partner. The
two characters understand each other in
a way that no one else in the film seems
even remotely capable of.
This is beautifully and succinctly rendered in the brief scene where Sam and
Suzy write each other letters. The scene
features both characters dealing with parallel situations that include violent outbursts with peers, troubles dealing with
parental figures and strong desires to
escape. They are both living in a hostile
world where they frustratingly can’t connect with the people around them. This
all makes it that much more wonderful
that they have each other. People may say
that opposites attract, but there is a draw
between similar people like this that is
undeniable.
The intercutting of the letters Sam and
Suzy write to each other also emphasizes
just how ideal they are together. The
composition of their scenes match up
flawlessly, while their letters get cut off
in such a fashion that it feels like they
are directly and intimately conversing
with each other despite the long distance. It is shot so that although they are
physically very far away, they are closer
to each other, than anyone else in their
lives.
This scene, which is barely two minutes long, is so dense with information
— yet fast-paced and warm — that the
viewer quickly understands what Sam
and Suzy have together and how crucial
it is for them to unite without ever feeling overly calculated. It is a wonderful
distillation of what this romantic comedy does best.
Suzy and Sam’s relationship is also so
brilliant because it immaculately toes the
line between their childish understanding of the world and how truly perfect
they are for one another.
While they immaturely seem to understand how “grownups” behave, as evidenced by their awkward romantic rendezvous on the beach, they are always on
the same wavelength, to the point where
they seem to share one mind. Or — more
accurately — one soul.
The rest of the film is filled with adult
couples miscommunicating, living in
uncomfortable silence and distaining
their partners in open discontent. All this
makes what Suzy and Sam have seem that
much more special in comparison.
A more cynical interpretation could
suggest that Sam and Suzy might become
like the adults when they’re older, after life
makes everything more complicated. This
seems to be a nastier outlook than this
whimsical film aspires to, though.
While some people have criticized the
film — and Anderson’s films in general —
for being too “cutesy,” it works so well for
me because everything, from the design
to the characters, goes so over the top
that such a perfect pairing feels like it fits
right in this world. The film is going for
an artificial aesthetic that balances nicely
with the impossibly perfect match of Sam
and Suzy.

Joe Stile is a senior majoring in political
science. He can be reached at Joseph.Stile@
tufts.edu.
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The Artsy Jumbo

Freshman Justin Roberts defies conventions as artist, athlete
	It’s not uncommon at Tufts to find
students who are passionate about two
completely unrelated things, people who
the Office of Undergraduate Admissions
calls “unexpected enthusiasts.” Freshman
Justin Roberts is one of these unexpected
enthusiasts. While playing offensive line for
the football team, Justin also pursues his
love of painting and art.
Living in Boston, Justin said he was influ-

enced and inspired by the beautiful city
and culture that surrounds him.
“It feels like home, and I just love how
I can see nature and art come together,”
he said.
When Justin was a child, he began
doing graffiti, because he thought it was
fun. Since then, he has created many
different kinds of artwork, from acrylic
and watercolor pieces to an abstract

piece created with an amalgamation of
chalk, pastels and Sharpie markers. His
favorite art is abstract, and many of his
pieces exemplify this. At Tufts, his work
is currently being displayed in an exhibit
at the Africana House, and he is also
thinking about displaying his art at the
Emerging Black Leaders Symposium in
early March.
Justin’s paintings also dwell in the brick

Concert Review

common room of his suite, his dorm room
and the hallways of Haskell. Thinking of
majoring in architectural studies, Justin is
definitely one of the “unexpected enthusiasts” of Tufts, balancing long hours as a
football player with creating and marketing
abstract art.
— by Akshita Vaidyanathan

Top Ten | Other things you should
have done in the 30 seconds that
it took you to watch another
Harlem Shake video
A meme that has hardly been born but
is already reaching its peak, the Harlem
Shake is indeed taking over the minds
and attentions of many YouTube users.
These videos feature sometimes silly and
sometimes menacing dancing to a sample
of the eponymous Baauer song. Not only
are they bizarre, they’re also super dumb.
Here’s what the Daily Arts Department
thinks you should’ve done in those 30
seconds.
10) Tied your shoes: Despite the superior
Curly Q shoelace technology of the ‘90s,
we still find ourselves beholden to the
archaic laces of yesteryear.
9) Started cooking pasta: Watching water
boil is literally more entertaining than this
phenomenon.
8) Tweeted something: Tweeted anything,
really. Even a tweet about how hard your
midterms are going to be or how much
you love John Mayer would have been
more fulfilling.
7) Changed your profile picture on
Facebookand then changed it back. It
looks so good when it’s big, but when
you see it in that tiny box ... well, that’s a
totally different thing.

Hugh Twyman via Wikimedia Commons

Mangum successfully repurposed many full-band songs to work within the limitations of a solo performance.

Jeff Mangum returns to stage in Providence
by

Derek DuPont

Contributing Writer

Jeff Mangum played a solo set on
Monday at Lupo’s Heartbreak Hotel in
Providence, R.I. For the uninitiated, Jeff
Mangum was the singer and principal
songwriter behind indie darlings Neutral
Milk Hotel. This oddball group, featuring bizarre lyrics and an arrangement
of unusual sounds, put out a handful
of recordings in the ’90s, including the
widely acclaimed “In the Aeroplane Over
the Sea” (1998). Aside from a smattering
of live sets and guest musical contributions, Mangum and his band then vanished from the public for over a decade.
Mangum broke the silence last year with

a spot at the Coachella Valley Music and
Arts Festival and an accompanying tour
— he is now partway through a second
tour.
The evening began with a short set
by the guitarist-singers of Tall Firs, who
established a decidedly alternative
tone for the night, sounding like a mix
between some of J Mascis and Thurston
Moore’s softer pieces — perhaps not too
surprising considering the band is on
Moore’s record label, Ecstatic Peace!.
The duo featured sparse guitar picking,
leaving plenty of space for its sound to
echo and breathe, with just a dash of
classic blues and country sensibility. The
pair was friendly and talkative towards
what seemed like an uninterested, but

polite, audience, jokingly attributing the
atmospher to their somewhat “mopey”
sound.
Leaving melancholy behind, the second opener, the Music Tapes, were led
by former Neutral Milk Hotel banjoand-saw player Julian Koster. Tall Firs
served as merely an appetizer for a
night of off-the-beaten-path music.
Koster immediately shook things up
with an energetic singing-saw duet with
a “mechanized organ-playing tower,”
which was cranked like a street organ
grinder. Earnestly smiling with a lopsided, single-earflapped blue hat, he
greeted the audience: “When you were
see MANGUM, page 8

6) Walked from one side of Dewick to the
other side:Invariably running into everyone
from your Concepts of the Cosmos class
and giving each of them an awkward nod.
5) Meditated:Thirty seconds of meditation
and yoga once a week is all it takes for an
undergrad to feel enlightened.
4) Taken a shot of tequila: Only a shot
of tequila could make the inevitable next
Harlem Shake video more endurable.
3) Texted your mom: She needs to know if
you’re still alive and if you’re eating.
2) Posted something to Tufts Confessions:
We all need to know where you and your
boyfriend hooked up last weekend.
1) Started learning how to do the actual Harlem Shake: Hey, fools! People in
Harlem don’t actually dance like that.
— compiled by the Daily Arts
Department
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What’s Up This Weekend
Looking to make your weekend artsy? Check out
these events:
The Vagina Monologues:
“The Vagina Monologues” is coming to the Hill this
weekend for the first time in three years. The play consists of monologues written by Eve Ensler that address
issues such as violence against women, in addition to
highlighting women’s strength and sexuality.
Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. in Cohen Auditorium.
Tickets are $7 each and can be purchased at the
Campus Center Info Booth or at tuftstickets.com.
Art and Near Art:
Performance faculty tenor Charles Blandy and pianist

Jocelyn Swigger will perform a concert of songs by
John Harbison, Francis Poulenc and other composers.
The program will feature music reminiscent of the
Viennese waltz, the French Cabaret and more.
Saturday at 8 p.m. in Distler Performance Hall.
Admission is free.
Katherine Chi:
Performance faculty pianist Katherine Chi will perform
a concert featuring pieces by Johann Sebastian Bach,
Ludwig van Beethoven and Maurice Ravel. The program will also feature Sigismond Thalberg’s Grande
Fantasia su La Traviata di Verdi, Op. 78.
Sunday at 3 p.m. in Distler Performance Hall. Admission
is free.

Tufts Film Series Oscar Party:
Tufts Film Series will host an Oscar viewing party this
weekend of both the pre-show and awards ceremony,
along with snacks and drinks. The event will also feature
prizes for those guess the most Oscar winners correctly.
Sunday at 7 p.m. in the Campus Center Upper
Lounge. Admission is free.

— compiled by the Daily Arts
Department

Phil Dokas via Flickr Creative Commons

Jeff Mangum performed a host of fan-favorite Neutral Milk Hotel songs during his solo set in Providence.

Jeff Mangum returns after years-long hiatus
MANGUM

continued from page 7

little, you ran away and went to see the Music Tapes.”
With a band playing such dissimilar instruments as a
French horn, tubular bells and a banjo — not to mention the fact that they were on a stage with such comically absurd props as a seven-foot-tall metronome and
a singing retro television — it was easy to understand
what Koster meant. Sounding like a more childish,
cheerful version of Neutral Milk Hotel, the Music Tapes
served as a great warm-up for what was to follow.
Of course, this flannel-toting, beanie-capped, bearded crowd wasn’t here for either of those two groups.
Like some celestial being, Mangum arrived on stage via
descending staircase. Not a grand one, like those often
used in old popular-music performances, but a rugged metal one meant for the stage crew. It didn’t mat-

ter to the audience, who went absolutely wild at every
downward step. Mangum, sporting long hair and a thick
beard, certainly looked the part of the indie deity, offset
not one bit by the Cosby-esque sweater he was wearing.
After sitting down and picking up his acoustic guitar, he
launched into the simple opening chords of “Holland,
1945” and this crowd of hip 20-somethings transformed
into adoring fans who knew every line, every verse. Even
though the studio song is notable for its fuzzed-out wall
of sound, it lost no power as an acoustic performance.
Mangum continued this trend of re-purposing the
Neutral Milk Hotel library for his sing-a long show, playing beloved songs from “In the Aeroplane Over the Sea,”
including both “Two-Headed Boy” songs and all three
“King of Carrot Flowers” songs, as well as ones from
their debut album, “On Avery Island” (1996), including
“Song Against Sex” and “Gardenhead/Leave Me Alone.”
He also pulled out even more obscure songs like “Ferris

Wheel on Fire.” Mangum exhibited phenomenal control
of his uniquely nasally vocals — his impressive ease of
shifting volume and tone on the nearly 10-minute-long
“Oh Comely” repeatedly earned cheers from the audience. His foot-stomping, hand-clapping rendition of
“Ghost” was also particularly enthusiastic.
After finishing a 12-song setlist, Mangum came back
on stage with old bandmate Koster, and together they
played an encore set of “Engine” and “In the Aeroplane
Over the Sea.” At the concert’s end, Mangum thanked
the audience with his typical modesty: “Do you guys
sing this loud when you listen to the record at home?”
Then he once again took to the stairway.
In all, Jeff Mangum showed that, despite his long
hiatus, he still has the chops to play a set of songs that
many hold quite dear. Perhaps his recent developments
will be a sign of more Neutral Milk Hotel activity yet to
come.
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Tufts Sustainability House somewhat redundant
The decision to create a Sustainability
House on campus will offer limited
returns in aiding environmental causes
on campus. The Office of Residential
Life and Learning is launching the new
Special Interest House for those students
who are interested in environmental
issues and seek to live with others of a
similar mindset. Students can apply to
the house through an application process
seeking amiable people with a drive to fix
environmental problems and work on
other projects. The Sustainability House
will be located in a 10-person Latin Way
suite, and students living there will discuss ways to expand campus-wide attention to environmental issues. All of these
points and additions are positive, but
the Sustainability House is unlikely to
breathe life back into programs such as
EcoReps for dorms that can change the
way students live.
Without question, environmental
awareness is an issue that holds huge
importance in our world today, especially for young students whose futures
will include a warming world. Still,
the onslaught of environmental programs at Tufts can seem redundant.

People care about recycling and environmental development, but with Tufts
Sustainability Collective, Divestment and
so many other groups, having one more
collection of environmentally-minded
students seems to point towards a factor
of diminishing returns. There are bright
spots to the idea, as the environmentally conscious can work on projects and
focus energy on making said projects
while living together. Still, that happens
through clubs, as when some students
joined a large protest of the Keystone XL
pipeline recently, a prime example of the
type of activism that we are proud to have
at Tufts. The strength of our many, many
groups does not contribute to a truly
powerful case for a Sustainability House
at this point in time
Instead, for instance, a house for
something like the Arabic language program — the only program without such
a place for students — would be a more
effective addition to the Special Interest
Housing Program. The creation of an
Arabic language house would offer more.
Language houses provide the type of
immersion that improves the effectiveness of teaching languages. Most other

languages taught at Tufts have their own
language house that allows for that kind
of experience, and an Arabic houses
would be hugely beneficial for the many
students who take Arabic classes, additionally bolstering the IR program, which
has many Arabic students. The language
and culture houses on whole aid with
deeper understanding of regions of the
world that are and will remain vital for
many years to come. They also act as
educational centers for a range of issues
ranging from security to environmental
problems. An Arabic house would make
a measurable improvement in the lives
of students — much as the Sustainability
House will, but perhaps to greater effect
than the addition of what could become
a redundant institution.
The Sustainability House is a positive
to have on campus. Environmental issues
are hugely important to our world today
and have been given a lot of attention by
students — and rightly so. Still, there are
many groups that do much of the same
activities that the house will partake in,
whereas something like an Arabic house
would be unique entity that serves a purpose that no other house or club could.
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Hacktivism unethical, yet premise makes sense
by

Robert Schime
The Oracle

In a society that values technology
for both its potential for good and its
capability for evil, the “hactivism” tactics of loosely affiliated hacker group
Anonymous has provided a glimpse
into the shifting boundaries of law, ethics and the morals of activism.
The group uses its collective expertise to manipulate the system in a way
that, to its followers, is morally right.
Despite working for human rights, a
valiant cause, the tactics of the group
are ethically wrong. Yet they have created important dialogue that needs to
be considered as technology improves
and the borders of our society change
with further globalization.
When Tunisia sparked the Arab
Spring movement in 2010, demonstrations and protests ensued that threatened the tenure of long-time president
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali. The Tunisian
government tried to block Internet
communications in and out of the
country. Disturbed, the Anonymous
hactivists sprung to action by hacking the Tunisian government’s servers
and showing the rebellion how to go
around the government’s ploy, according to Al Jazeera.
More recently, Anonymous has
hacked Israeli government websites,
leaving messages saying, “Stop bombing Gaza!! We Anonymous will not sit
back and watch a cowardly Zionist State
demolish innocent people’s lives.”
Perhaps its greatest trait, Anonymous
does not have a leader. It does not have
a headquarters and it seems nearly
impossible to know for sure who is in
the group. The only thing that connects
the group of hackers is that they collect
intelligence of wrongdoing and combine their forces to try and eradicate it.
Their adage, “we are anonymous, we
are legion, we do not forgive, we do not
forget, expect us,” sends a clear message of their intentions towards those
they deem a threat to society.
Despite its work against these enemies, its tactics are intimidating and
unconventional in that the group does
not wish physical harm on perpetrators

MCT

of rights violations, only a revelation of
a hidden truth in need of exposure.
What makes Anonymous strikingly
intimidating is that it uses tactics that
are ethically wrong to achieve goals that
are morally right. The ethical dilemma
of whether or not to condone this type
of vigilantism begs to question the reasons the vigilante acts are conducted.
To just play devil’s advocate would
undermine the serious consequences
that borderline lawlessness can create.
If the system of checks and balances
that Anonymous is trying to put in

place becomes too strong, it raises the
concern of who would be able to stand
up to the power that the group gained
through working outside of the law.
There are evils in this world. For
every tragedy and transgression that
occurs, there is a tendency to question whether something could have
been done. Anonymous has gained our
attention in ousting those who they
believe to be evil and it can only continue as long as their “Robin Hood”
mentality does not escalate to anything
more nefarious.

The unspoken epidemic
Perez-Urbano

The Harvard Crimson

Today 180 million people around
the globe are infected with Hepatitis
C. In the United States, 3.2 million are
infected with the virus — 1.6 percent of
the American population. Compare this
to the prevalence of HIV/AIDS today,
and you will see that the difference is
colossal: 34 million people are infected
with HIV/AIDS globally and 1.2 million
people domestically. More people are
dying today of Hepatitis C than of HIV/
AIDS, a fact that is widely unknown.
While the numbers for HIV/AIDS are
still high, they have dropped dramatically since the 1980s and ‘90s. Due
to an uprising of powerful activists
groups and community advocacy, HIV/
AIDS was brought to the forefront of
political and social issues. Meanwhile,
Hepatitis C is on the opposite side of
the spectrum. It has lacked a community of concerned individuals and
has consequently had very little attention since 1989, when it was first discovered. Advocacy for Hepatitis C is
practically dismal, especially compared
to HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis B. Funding
for Hepatitis C research and resources
is virtually negligible. This is due to
the fact that Hepatitis C is not only an
unspoken topic, but it is also an incredibly complex topic.
Hepatitis C is a slow-progressing,
sometimes deadly blood-borne virus
that attacks the liver. Of all people with
the Hepatitis C virus, up to 85 percent

The action
for inclusion
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Off the Hill | Harvard University

by India

Walker Bristol |
Notes from the underclass

will develop chronic hepatitis. Of this 85
percent, 70 percent will develop chronic liver disease, nearly 20 percent will
develop cirrhosis, an incurable disease
that results in scarring of the liver, and
up to five percent will die of cirrhosis or
liver cancer.
What many people are not aware of
is that there is now a cure for Hepatitis
C. A person with Hepatitis C can be
free of the virus within 24 weeks if he
or she follows a prescribed treatment
plan. However, the virus is asymptomatic, which means that people who are
infected are not aware of their status
unless they are tested — and Hepatitis C
testing is not a commonplace or encouraged procedure among medical institutions. The virus is also most commonly
transmitted through injection drugs,
contributing to the fact that Hepatitis
C is most prevalent among poor, urban,
and marginalized populations (especially drug users), many of whom are
incapable of or not receptive to seeking
out treatment.
This is for reasons such as a lack of
motivation, a lack of peer, social and
community support, failure to recognize the long-lasting impact of not
seeking treatment, lack of education
about the illness, the attached stigmatization of infection and an under-recognition of the condition (especially
due to the fact that one could live 20
years without experiencing any symptoms). In addition, retention rates for
those who actually seek treatment are
incredibly low because the side effects

are highly physically, financially and
emotionally debilitating.
Research has found that Hepatitis C
is also most prevalent among the babyboomer generation, the generation that
lived through the “Summer of Love,”
when experimentation with Schedule I
drugs was especially high. Today, individuals who lived during that era have
an HCV prevalence rate of more than
double the national average. Targeting
this generation is our best bet at drastically dampening the epidemic.
However, the “hippie” generation
should not be our only focus. New statistics have shown that Hepatitis C is
on the rise among American youth. In
Massachusetts alone, HCV prevalence
has risen from 65 cases per 100,000
between the ages of 15 and 24 in 2002 to
113 cases per 100,000 in 2009. This has
been caused by to an increase in injection drug usage among America’s youth.
What the fight against Hepatitis C
needs is both attention and money, and
a lot of it. Specifically, it needs funding
for programs such as the Division for
Viral Hepatitis of the Centers for Disease
Control, needle exchange sites, surveillance programs that value both casework and harm-reduction approaches,
Hepatitis C education in communities
and secondary schools, research funding for the development of a Hepatitis C
vaccination, and more. But these needs
cannot be met, let alone be requested,
until our communities are educated
and aware of the gravity and urgency of
this issue. The time to act is now.

t’s been over a decade since Tufts Students
Against Discrimination (TSAD) occupied
Bendetson Hall to protest religious exclusion, demanding the administration affirm
and uphold the TCU non-discrimination policy. Today, the contravention of that policy is
not only institutionalized — it’s flaunted as a
somehow natural and obvious characteristic
of religious communities.
The contentious campus-wide discussion
inspired by TSAD’s spiritual successor, the
Coalition Against Religious Exclusion (CARE)
of which I am a member, has shown that the
justification for creating exceptions to what
ought to be an exception-less policy is anything but “common sense.” The Committee
on Student Life (CSL) ruled in December that
student religious groups can now be granted
the opportunity to apply for a doctrinally “justified departure” from the non-discrimination
policy. We in CARE have since initiated guerilla
advertising operations, engaged direct action
at TCU Senate hearings, developed solidarity
campaigns and this week held a campus-wide
teach-in.
“The CSL decision and the events surrounding it are complex and nuanced,” junior
Jordan Dashow noted at the teach-in event.
Dashow described the teach-in as an educational enterprise, one that would “[provide] a
forum for people to ask questions.” Essentially
joint community forums and panel discussions, teach-ins also had a role in the movement to institutionalize Africana Studies. Both
the CARE teach-in and the Novermber 2011
“What is Africana Studies?” teach-in offered
historical context and illuminated the repetitive, feet-dragging administrative resistance
to their ambitions. Organizers at CARE’s event
distributed copies of its 14-page Factbook,
“Justifiable Discrimination,” detailing CARE’s
history and mission.
Not only CARE supporters and curious
bystanders, but also university professors and
TCU senators attended the event. Events like
these not only drum up vital community support, but they help light the fires beneath
those connected to the administration to
begin working towards change.
TCU Senate Women’s Center representative Grainne Griffiths referred to a resolution
declaring the CSL policy to be in violation of
the Pachyderm and another challenging it as
counter to Tufts’ mission, both of which were
voted in overwhelmingly by the TCU senate
several weeks ago.
“Several senators are currently working diligently to bring these resolutions to faculty and
administrators at Tufts who have the power to
eliminate the policy,” she said.
TSAD’s 2000 Bendetson sit-in ended when
then-University President DiBaggio offered
a statement supporting the non-discrimination policy’s integrity and decrying the notion
of “practicing homosexuality”. But religious
exclusion didn’t end — and DiBaggio’s statement turned out to be an insultingly minute
result from extraordinary action.
In CARE, we’re looking to cause a stronger,
more sustained earthquake. As other universities enact policies similar to that of the CSL
and juggle parallel controversies, the already
widely publicized events at Tufts could be
the precedent for national change on collegiate religious life. “[At the teach-in,] we got to
remind people that this is a national conversation,” CARE member Brandon Archambault,
a senior, said. “People are watching Tufts, and
we can now set an example for good or ill,
either making space for the plurality of religious identities, or, as the CSL decision makes
clear, denying them.”
CARE has emerged to empower a group of
already oppressed people who are being further marginalized, even as we try to become
an integral part of the on-campus moral community. As stated in the Factbook, CARE’s goal
is “to create a safe, inclusive, and welcoming
environment for students of all identities.”
This is only possible through a strong, nondiscrimination policy without caveats. And
it takes the will and spirit of daring student
activists to keep that policy strong.

Walker Bristol is a junior majoring in
religion and political science. He can be
reached at walker.bristol@tufts.edu

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Wednesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Stepping into the sun after Lady Mary Crawley throws massive shade on Edith

Late Night at the Daily

Wednesday’s Solution

Vidya: “Martha was in high school around when
the Berlin Wall fell.”
Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily

Please recycle this Daily.

by

Wiley

Thursday, February 21, 2013
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The Daily wants to hear from YOU.
Have a problem with our coverage? Upset
about something happening at Tufts or in the
community?
The Daily welcomes thoughts, opinions and
complaints from all readers — have your
voice heard!

Send op-ed submissions, 800-1200 words, to
oped@tuftsdaily.com. Send letters to the editor to
editor@tuftsdaily.com.
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Housing

Housing

4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
(781) 863-0440 No Fees, Prices
Starting at $595/BR
Clean modern Apartments near Tufts.
Laundry facility.
Large kitchens with new refrigerators,
dishwashers. Bathrooms remodeled.
Newly refinished hardwood floors,
Porches, Off Street parking in Garages

Photos at http://picasaweb.google.
com/NCA.Associates
More information or appointment
contact John atNCA.Associates@
gmail.com

Housing
4 Bedroom, 3 Bdrm & 1 Bdrm
Apartments
3 Beautiful Apartments. Completely
refinished. Entire
House Rebuilt. Stunning. Great
Location very close to
Main Campus. Parking available. One
Bed $1,100. Three
Bed $1,900. Four Bed $2,600.
Available 09/01/13. 781526-8471.
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classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

G.J. Vitale | Who’s on First?

Elephants in the Room
The Harlem
Shake is ____

Liz Moynihan
Junior
Women’s
Basketball

Scott Staniewicz
Junior
Baseball

Joe Harrington
Sophomore
Baseball

Gbola Ajayi
Senior
Men’s Track and
Field

Favorite
Mascot? (Other
than Jumbo)

Kate Barnosky’s
favorite basketball The Dartmouth
Big Green
move

What you
would do in a
dunk contest

Lower the rim

____ Is playing
on my iPod
right now

Kate Upton is...

Really bad at
“My favorite
things” from the buying the right
size bikini top.
Sound of Music

Not texting me
back

A social
revolution

Lord Jeffrey

I would dunk the
most dunkaroos.

Gotta Have It

DU Duck

About to be
brought to a
whole new level
by the Lewis
apartment crew

Left handed
layup

Strictly 80s Joel

Blonde

Weird

Eagle

Elbow in the rim,
Vince Carter style

My Nigerian
tunes

Average

all photos courtesy tufts athletics

Mules present
Jumbos’ biggest
challenge
MEN’S SQUASH

continued from page 16

The Jumbos should also benefit from
sophomore Zach Schweitzer coming back
to full form. After battling a groin injury
earlier in the year, he made his return in
the NESCACs, but has had more than two
weeks off to continue his recovery. Last
time out against Colby, he took down No.
2 Trey Simpson in a marathon of a match,
11-5, 11-5, 10-12, 10-12, 11-3.
The two weeks he missed meant the
Jumbos slipped further in the rankings
than they expected, according to Kardon,
and his absence made their challenge
harder with such a tricky matchup in the
first round.
After that opening match, the Jumbos
will face either No. 28 Haverford College
or No. 29 Georgetown University, the latter a team that the Jumbos handled easily
in last year’s Conroy Cup.
But the story of the weekend will largely be determined by that first matchup
with the Mules, and the Jumbos feel
prepared to take them on after a week
of strong practice, even in the face of
recent results.
“Historically we haven’t beaten them,”
Kardon said. “But they’re dealing with
some injuries and if we all show up to play
we’ll have a good shot.”
The Jumbos head down to New Haven
tomorrow morning and will take on Colby
at 11 a.m. that same day.
Seeded last, the Jumbos will be hoping
to pull off a shocking upset and take the
Conroy Cup, but will largely be looking for
a weekend in which they surprise much
of the squash world.
“We’re expecting to have a strong outing,” sophomore Hugo Meggitt said. “If
we stay mentally focused and are prepared for that first match we think we can
win and from there pull off a big upset

-

C

Hey now,
you’re an
All-Star

hris Paul won the NBA All-Star Game
MVP on Sunday night and was the
first Clipper ever to do so. That just so
happens to be the only useful thing
to take away from this year’s playing of the “No
D” classic. So yes, yet again the NBA All-Star
game was our favorite event we don’t really
want to watch — I’ve never actually watched
an NBA All-Star Game for more than a half.
The idea of the game is better than the
actual realization of it, like so many things in
life. And this year didn’t disappoint ... er, it did.
The dunk contest was probably the most
enjoyable part of the weekend, but that isn’t
saying much. Sorry, I don’t want to see a
guy shoot 30 times from around the 3-point
line like we’re playing “Around the World” in
my front yard and I’m eight years old again.
Also sorry that I don’t enjoy watching point
guards throw passes into contraptions and
run around cardboard cutouts like this is
some weird basketball version of a swat drill.
I’m never one to demand agreement, so if you
enjoy this stuff, have a blast.
Two things I really feel like talking about
related to All-Star games: 1) Should they
even exist? If so, what aspects are useful? And
2) How should I feel as a fan about watching
superior talent play what are essentially
pickup games?
1) For almost five years now I’ve been saying the NFL should take out their All-Star game
(aka “The Pro Bowl”). There’s not a guy in that
game playing for anything except an injury.
The game means nothing for the season, and
half the good players can’t make it because it
takes place the week before the Super Bowl,
making it definitively the worst of the worst.
Baseball found a way to at least make these
games somewhat relevant. The winner of the
MLB All-Star Game gets home-field advantage
for the World Series (actually quite a reward).
In addition, baseball is a game where it’s pretty
hard to play safe (like NFL and NHL) or soft
(NBA). It’s a cut-and-dry sport with very little
gray area to take a play off.
The athletes should have a reason to play
these games, or everything except the skills
competition portions should be taken out.
Then maybe guys like LeBron will throw their
name in for the Slam Dunk contest.
I turned to my friend as we were watching
Terrence Ross raise the trophy as this year’s
winner, and I said — and this was very South
Floridian of me — “If LeBron was in this he
would beat that guy, no problem.” He smartly
replied, “I guess we’ll never know.”
He’s right. We won’t. And the same thing
maddens me when some of the game’s best
power hitters opt out of the Home Run Derby
because it will ruin their swing, or tire them
out, or whatever the excuse. You call yourself
one of the best? Then show up and prove it.
2) The biggest problem with the All-Star
games is the total lack of passion or effort. It
still seems like a job to these guys, but during
these games it’s a job they aren’t even trying at.
I, for one, wouldn’t mind if the All-Star
games that don’t count for anything turn into
near-relatives of the Harlem Globetrotters’
games. Shaq used to take his games pretty
close to that back when he was playing. If the
players don’t want to be there, why should I
want to watch? Do they deserve to relax and
have a break in the middle of the season? Sure.
But do I have to watch upwards of two hours
of professional athletes cherry-picking (in the
NBA game) and pulling up rather than hitting
a guy (NFL and NHL)? No.
I actually don’t really know anyone who
still watches the Pro Bowl. Being recognized
is always great and I think they should keep
the accolades going so guys like LaMarcus
Aldridge and Jerome Felton can feel relevant.
Just don’t count on me tuning in.

G.J. Vitale is a junior majoring in biologypsychology and English. He can be reached
at Gregory.Vitale@tufts.edu.
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Men’s Swimming and Diving

Jumbos look to repeat strong NESCAC Championship showing
by

Ross Dember

Contributing Writer

The men’s swimming and diving
team will start the championship portion of their season this weekend as
they head to Wesleyan for the NESCAC
Championships. The Jumbos will look
to repeat their top-three performance
from last year despite a young team and
tougher competition.
While No. 5 Williams and No. 9
Amherst are expected to battle for the
top spot, the Jumbos find themselves
on the next tier, battling with No. 19
Conn.College to prove they remain a
top team in what is one of the toughest
conferences in Division III.
Coach Adam Hoyt is optimistic that
his 24 swimmers are peaking at the
right time.
“I’ve been most surprised by the consistent effort in training that the guys
have put together this season,” Hoyt
said. “I think that effort will pay off twofold come championships this weekend.”
While the Jumbos send out a fairly
inexperienced team, they have the talent to pull off some impressive individual finishes and surprise wins. Freshmen
Michael Winget, Anthony DeBenedetto
and Cam Simko have been impressive
in their first seasons, and their versatility will provide much needed points for
the Jumbos across a number of different
events. For the Jumbos to have the kind
of weekend they’re hoping for, the three
of them need to provide the same firepower they have shown all year.
DeBenedetto is seeded first in the
200-meter butterfly, over a second
ahead of the two closest competitors
from Amherst, and is also expected to
place in the 200-meter freestyle.
But while the freshmen have dominated the headlines much of the season,
the Jumbos have been led by a strong
junior class, including Drew Berman,
Christian Jones and Kyle Savidge, all of
whom have big-meet experience and
should be in position to surprise some
higher-seeded swimmers.
“In the past two years, the biggest
thing I’ve learned at NESCACs is that

Scott Tingley / Tufts Daily Archives

Jumbos head into NESCACs looking for a top-three finish.

you shouldn’t put a limit on your potential,” Savidge said. “I plan on going into
the meet this year without any specific
time goals so that I don’t put any limits
on what I am capable of.”
In the diving well, junior Johann
Schmidt is favored to win the 1- and
3-meter dives and repeat his victories
from last year. The defending champ
in both events faces tough competition from Asher Lichtig and Colin
White of Amherst and Rohan Bhatt
from Williams.
Bhatt has defeated Schmidt once

already this year, but the 11-dive championship format will play to Schmidt’s
strengths of consistency and versatility.
Schmidt is aware that he’ll be expected
to carry the Jumbos in the diving well.
“I feel more prepared physically and
mentally than ever,” Schmidt said. “As
long as I stay confident and healthy
throughout the weekend, I know I will
do well again. My team needs me to
score big points as well so that is another factor pushing me to succeed.”
Finally, the Jumbos have typically
fielded strong relay teams, and a num-

ber of those teams will be looking not
only to score at the meet, but also to
make NCAA B-cut.
“Relays at Tufts are very fast and very
competitive and I believe every relay
has a very good chance of going to
NCAAs,” Winget said.
The meet begins on Feb. 22, and the
Jumbos will be relying on a mix of successful veterans and talented upstarts.
Even if they are on the outside looking
in on paper, the team knows that there
is no better moment to drop their times
than when it matters most.

Men’s Squash

Jumbos seek Conroy Cup upset
by

Marcus Budline

Daily Editorial Board

The team season for Tufts men’s
squash will draw to a close at the
College Squash Association NCAA
Championships this weekend.
At the tournament, held over three days
at Yale University, the Jumbos will compete
for the Conroy Cup as the 32nd seed in the
country. The Jumbos will be fighting for the
“D” Division title, for which they are the No.
8 seed in the bracket.
Last year, the Jumbos went down to the
wire against the Hobart Statesmen and fell
just short in the Conroy Cup Championship,
losing a dramatic 5-4 match that ended their
season. In that tournament, the Jumbos were
the 25th-ranked team in the country and
carried the No. 1 seed in the Conroy Division.
But this year, the Jumbos will have to square
off against the No. 1 seed in the first round, as
they take on NESCAC foe Colby to open up
the tournament.
Just two weeks ago, the Jumbos showed
some renewed fight in a 7-2 loss to the Mules
in the consolation round of the NESCAC
Championships, and will look for a stronger
showing in this weekend’s rematch.
“Our hardest match is definitely going to
be the first since we’re playing Colby,” sophomore Elliot Kardon said. “We’re the underdogs, but if we all show up ready to play we’ll
have a good shot.”
Kardon will square off against Peter
Gabranski of the Mules, who he’s only been

Annie Wermiel / Tufts Daily Archives

The Jumbos are seeded eighth in the Conroy Division and will look to break seed at the CSA National Championships.
able to beat in two meetings earlier this year.
But in what is likely his last match of the year
from the No. 6 position, Kardon will be looking to make other adjustments to get closer

to his Colby opponent.
“I need to work on my aggressive shots
and step up for more winning shots,” Kardon
said. “I’ll be playing a kid I’ve seen twice this

year and I look forward to getting another
shot at him.”
see MEN’S SQUASH, page 15

