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T U F T S U N I V E R S I T Y S C H O O L O F V E T E R I N A R Y M E D I C I N E 

T a c k l i n g a 

p u b l i c h e a l t h 

c o n c e r n 

A common protozoal disease that 
produces life-threatening effects 
in AIDS patients is the subject of 

a comprehensive study directed by a vet­
erinary researcher at Tufts University. 

"Cryptosporidiosis is one of the most 
important communicable diseases be­
tween humans and animals," said Dr. 
Saul Tzipori, professor of comparative 
medicine at Tufts' veterinary school. An 
opportunistic disease of the gastroin­
testinal tract in humans and ruminant 
animals, cryptosporidiosis is both a 
public health concern and a threat to 
.livestock production. 

Although manageable in an otherwise 
healthy individual, for a patient whose 
immune system is suppressed — in par­
ticular an AIDS patient — the disease can 
lead to life-threatening diarrhea for which 
there is no effective treatment. 

The disease, which is caused by the 
parasite Cryptosporidium parvum, affects 
about 5 to 10 percent of AIDS patients 
and causes up to 50 percent of the diar­
rhea in young calves. Cryptosporidiosis 
is transmitted through contaminated 
water and by contact with the feces of 
infected animals or humans. Outbreaks 
often occur among children, travellers 
and the elderly, and the disease is a 
significant problem in many developing 
nations. 

The cryptosporidiosis research, which 
is supported by grants and contracts 
totalling $3.6 million from the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) and a $180,000 
grant from the U. S. Department of Agri­
culture, is a primary focus of Tufts' new 
program in infectious diseases. The 
program involves collaboration among 
scientists from the department of com-

arative medicine at Tufts' veterinary 
school and Tufts School of Medicine and 
the division of geographic medicine and 
infectious diseases at the New England 

(See AIDS, page 8) 
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Cryptosporidiosis is an opportunistic disease of the gastrointestinal tract in humans 
and ruminant animals, such as calves, that is both a public health concern and a threat 
to livestock production. For an individual with a suppressed immune system, such as 
an AIDS patient, the disease can become life-threatening. 
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A n a t o m y o f a d i s e a s e o u t b r e a k 

When an equine disease outbreak triggered quarantines at three thor­
oughbred racetracks in Massachusetts and New Hampshire last summer, 

Tufts School of Veterinary Medicine assisted the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) with an epidemiological survey to study the disease, 
which has yet to be identified. 

"State-ordered quarantines were imposed in early July because of the rapid 
spread of the disease, which initially resembled equine viral arteritis (EVA), 
a contagious virus that can cause abortion in broodmares," said Dr. Mary Rose 
Paradis, chief-of-staff of Tufts' Hospital for Large Animals. Prior to the quaran­
tines, horses were frequently transported among the three tracks. 

"The USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service was called in to 
rule out the possibility of an infectious foreign disease and to provide epidemi­
ological expertise and services," said Dr. William Smith, USDA area veterinarian-
in-charge and adjunct assistant professor at Tufts. 

With assistance from Tufts, the USDA conducted an extensive epidemio­
logical survey at the three tracks during the last week of July. Directed by Dr. 
Sue Trock, USDA regional epidemiologist, teams of USDA veterinarians, 
Tufts clinicians and fourth-year veterinary students visited each track and 

(See QUARANTINES, page 8) 



Message from the dean by Franklin M. Loew 

I n f l u e n c e o f T u f t s ' v e t e r i n a r i a n s i s e x p a n d i n g 

With the graduation of our tenth 
class, the influence of Tufts' vet­
erinarians on the quality of animal 
and human life is being felt through­
out the state, region and country. Our 
graduates seem to be everywhere, 
doing almost everything. 

Richard and Rise (Moroney) 
Sheehan, V88 and V89, respectively, 
are in equine practice in Mansfield, 
Mass., and greater Boston; Bart and 
Anita (Trom) Murphy, V83 and V84, 
respectively, are in companion animal 
practice in Worcester; David McGrath, 
V86, owns two practices in the Lynn 
area; and Kathy Reiner, V84, operates 
a feline housecall practice between 
Worcester and Boston. 

Stephen Major, V89, has a dairy cat­
tle practice in southeastern Vermont; 
Greg Fox, V89, sees equine patients in 
southern Maryland; Jonathan Turetsky, 
V83, operates a companion animal 
practice in the Hamptons on Long 
Island; Holly Willard, V84, practices 
in Salem, Mass.; and Matt Horgan, 
V83, and Mark and Gail (D'Amico) 
Mason, both V85, are all in 
Brunswick, Maine, in companion 
animal practices. 

Eva Ryden, V88, is on the staff of 
the University of Michigan Medical 
School; Elisabeth Morris, V84, is on 
our own veterinary school faculty; 
Joann Lindenmayer, V85, is with the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
assigned to Vermont; and Ruth 
Hesselton, V84, is on the faculty 

at the University of Massachusetts 
Medical Center. 

Fredric Cantor, V84, is director of 
public health for Needham, Mass.; 
James Levin, V85, is with T Cell Sci­
ences in Cambridge; Robert Marini, 
V84, is on the faculty at MIT's divi­
sion of comparative medicine; David 
Lee-Parritz, V83, is on the faculty of 
Harvard's New England Regional Pri­
mate Research Center; and Ray 
Powell, V85, is special assistant for 
environmental affairs on the staff of 
Gov. Bruce King of New Mexico. 
Deborah Bellingham, V88, teaches 
animal health technicians at Mt. Ida 
College in Newton, Mass. 

This sampling shows the remarkable 
diversity of veterinary medicine and 
the singular pursuit of public and 
private excellence by our graduates. 

Our faculty members are widely 
involved in serving the larger needs 
of society and of our profession. For 
example, James Ross is an elected 
member of the American Veterinary 
Medical Association's (AVMA) 
Council on Education, and Anthony 
Schwartz is a member of the AVMA's 
Council on Governmental Relations. 
He is also serving as part-time interim 
executive director of the Association 
of American Veterinary Medical Col­
leges. Pamela Wagner von Matthiessen 
and Michael Pavletic serve on the 
American College of Veterinary Sur­
geons' examination committee, and 
Carol Reinisch is editor of the journal 

W e l c o m e ! 

Faculty, staff and stu­
dents at the School of 
Veterinary Medicine 
welcomed Tufts Presi­
dent John DiBiaggio to 
the Grafton campus 
Sept. 16. From left, 
veterinary technician 
Holly Green and Dr. 
Katrin Hinrichs, director 
of the equine reproduc­
tion center, are intro­
duced by Dean Franklin 
M. Loew to DiBiaggio, 
who became Tufts' 11th 
president Sept. 1. 
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of Invertebrate Pathology. 
Linda Ross lectured at the recent 

World Small Animal Veterinary Asso­
ciation Congress in Rome; David 
Sherman has been in Quetta, Pakistan, 
for nearly a year, providing animal 
health care training with Mercy Corps 
International; and Chip Stem is work­
ing on an agricultural research project 
for the U.S. Agency for International 
Development in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 
And I could cite many more. 

In its brief life since 1979, our little 
school has tried to make the Common­
wealth of Massachusetts, our country 
and the world just a little bit better for 
all animals, and for the people who 
depend on them for the quality of 
their lives. 

* * * 
We all welcome Tufts' new president, 

John DiBiaggio. Dr. DiBiaggio, whose 
professional degree is in dental medi­
cine, comes to Tufts from Michigan 
State University and the University ô  
Connecticut, where he also was pres-' 
ident. Dr. and Mrs. DiBiaggio own 
two West Highland white terriers, 
and we hope their pets never have to 
visit the Henry and Lois Foster 
Hospital for Small Animals, except 
for check-ups! 

But if they do, our staff, students 
and faculty will provide them with 
the same excellent and caring service 
we now provide to nearly 14,000 
patients each year. 

v e t e r i n a r y w o r l d 
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r T A T h e n Gwendolyn Sage was 12 
l / \ / years old, she wrote to Tufts 
w • School of Veterinary Medicine: 
"Me and my sister want to be vets 

when we grow up. We play vet in my 
grandmother's basement. We have pic­
tures of animals covering all the walls 
and also catalogs on different animals 
that people can take. We make appoint­
ments and pretend to do check-ups and 
fix animals up. I live on a farm that has 
horses, ponies, mules, goats, pigs, cows, 
chickens, geese and sheep. Besides the 
farm, I have two rabbits, three pea­
cocks, two dogs and 11 cats. I love ani­
mals a lot!" 

"We created the Adven­

tures in Veterinary Medi­

cine program to introduce 

bright students to veteri­

nary medicine early in 

the educational process 

to further motivate them 

both academically and 

personally." 

— Dr. Franklin M. Loew 

Four years later, Gwendolyn, now 16, 
and her sister, Adrienne, 15, still love 
animals and want to be veterinarians. A 
program at Tufts has lifted them from 
their childhood fantasies and placed 
them into the reality of the hospitals and 
lecture halls at Tufts' veterinary school. 

This past summer, Gwendolyn and 
Adrienne, who are students at Framing-
ham (Mass.) High School, were among 
48 similarly motivated high school and 
college students participating in a career 
exploration program called Adventures 
in Veterinary Medicine (AVM). 

"When I've asked Tufts students to tell 
me why they've decided to become vet­
erinarians, they almost always say that 
they've loved animals since they were 
children and have always wanted to be 
veterinarians," said Dr. Franklin M. 
Loew, veterinary school dean. 

"We created the Adventures in Veter­
inary Medicine program to introduce 
right students to veterinary medicine 

early in the educational process to further 
motivate them both academically and 
personally." 

In Tufts' Wildlife Clinic, high school juniors Lisa Veratti, left rear, of East Longmeadow, 
Mass., and Gwendolyn Sage, right rear, of Framingham, Mass., fix their gaze on the 
leg of a goose injured by a fishing lure, as veterinary students Beth Chittick, V95, left 
front, and Deborah Link, V93, right front, clean and bandage the wound. 

Started just a year ago with a single 
two-week session, the AVM program 
was expanded to three sessions this year 
in response to the tremendous interest, 
according to Hillary Lambert, AVM pro­
gram director. The three 16-student ses­
sions were geared to the needs and 
interests of high school sophomores and 
juniors, high school seniors and college 
freshmen, and college sophomores, 
juniors and seniors. 

Although most of the participants were 
from Massachusetts, the specialized con­
tent of the program attracted students 
from as far as California and Florida. 
Short courses and lectures on animal 
handling, equine sports medicine, 
veterinary ethics, marine wildlife and 
oncology were interspersed with field 
trips, including a whale watch, visits to 
the Tufts agricultural facilities and diag­
nostic and biotechnology laboratories, 
and plenty of hands-on experience with 
all kinds of animals. 

Performing an autopsy on a red-tailed 
hawk was a first for Gwendolyn, and 
piqued her interest in becoming a veter­

inary or medical pathologist. During an 
avian anatomy laboratory with Dr. Mark 
Pokras, V84, of Tufts' Wildlife Clinic, she 
determined that the hawk had "probably 
been hit by a car" and had died of trauma. 

"I really liked that we got to do the pro­
cedure ourselves — we didn't just watch 
someone else do it — and that the infor­
mation was of real value to Dr. Pokras," 
Gwendolyn said. 

While most AVM students arrive at 
Tufts already intent upon becoming vet­
erinarians, they leave the program with 
an expanded view of the career oppor­
tunities available to them with a doctor 
of veterinary medicine degree. 

"Most AVM students already under­
stand the role of the veterinarian in 
private practice," Lambert said. 
"Throughout the program, we've tried 
to show them that veterinarians make 
significant contributions to the fields of 
biomedical research, teaching, biotech­
nology, public health, agriculture, pub­
lic policy, international development 
and animal welfare." 

— Cristin Merck 



b r i e f l y 

P r o t e c t y o u r p e t 

f r o m r a c c o o n 

r a b i e s 

With the first confirmed 
cases of the Mid-Atlantic 
strain of rabies in raccoons 
near Fitchburg, Mass., a 
Tufts veterinarian is urging 
owners of dogs and cats to 
have their animals vaccinated 
against rabies — a fatal viral 
disease of the central nerv­
ous system that can affect 
all warm-blooded animals, 
including people. 

"While this isn't a time to 
panic, it is a time to become 
knowledgeable about the 
disease and to take precau­
tions to limit a serious health 
risk for domestic animals as 
well as people," said Dr. 
Linda Ross, chief-of-staff of 
the Henry and Lois Foster 
Hospital for Small Animals 
at the School of Veterinary 
Medicine. 

"It's especially important 
now to have cats vaccinated, 
because they are often loose 
outdoors where they could 
come in contact with infected 
raccoons," Ross said. Al­
though it's unlikely that 
most people will cross paths 
with a rabid raccoon, unvac-
cinated companion animals 
could bring the disease 
home to people. 

The rabies virus lives in the 
saliva or other body fluids 
of infected animals and is 
spread when they bite or 
scratch. The virus can also 
be spread if one of the body 
fluids touches broken skin 
or a mucous membrane in 
the mouth, nose or eyes. 

W h e n y o u r p e t 

n e e d s s u r g e r y 

Animals, just like people, 
feel pain and require anes­
thesia before surgery. 

"Most family pets under­
go anesthesia and surgery 
at some point in their lives, 

^usually when they're spayed 
or neutered as puppies and 
kittens," said Dr. Leslie 
Williams, assistant profes­
sor of surgery and director 
of clinical anesthesia at 
Tufts School of Veterinary 
Medicine. 

"Many of the medications 
used to anesthetize animals 
are the same as those for 
people," Williams said. 
The type and dosage of the 
medication vary with the 
type of surgical procedure 
as well as with the animal's 
species, breed, age and 
health. 

By choosing a particular 
medication, a veterinarian 
can induce a complete loss 
of feeling at a specific site 01 
throughout an animal's en­
tire body. A simple proce­
dure, such as stitching a cut 
or removing a small skin 
tumor, for example, may 
require only a local anes­
thetic to block pain at the 
site. 

"Pet owners who are 
nervous about general anes­
thesia — especially for older 
animals — should talk it over 
with their veterinarian," 
Williams said. "Although 
there is always some risk, a 
pre-operative screening 
helps the veterinarian 
understand the animal's 
overall health." 

M e m o r i a l 

c a l e n d a r 

A calendar of photographs 
of animals and people at 
Tufts New England Veteri­
nary Medical Center taken 
by David Willman, educa­
tional media photographer 
at the veterinary school who 
died earlier this year, is 
available for purchase at the 
Tufts' animal hospital 

reception desks. Proceeds 
from the sale of the 1993 
Dave Willman Memorial 
Calendar will benefit Tufts' 
Stanley O. Travis Fund for 
the care of indigent animals. 

The calendars — which 
would make great holiday 
gifts — are $10 and may be 
purchased at the hospital or 
by mail (add $2) from: Pat 
Methot, TNEVMC, 200 
Westboro Road, North 
Grafton, MA 01536. 

L A H c e l e b r a t e s 

1 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y 

On June 6,1982, Tufts 
University School of 
Veterinary Medicine cele­
brated the opening of its 
Hospital for Large Animals, 
the first comprehensive 
teaching hospital for large 
animals in New England. 

That day, 6,000 visitors 
toured the $11.6 million 
facility in North Grafton. 
The very next morning, the 
first equine patients began 
arriving. 

More than 12,000 animals 
later, horses are still the 
hospital's number-one pa­
tients, although the tally 
also includes cattle, sheep, 
goats, pigs and even llamas 
from all over New England. 

"More than 10 years ago, 
there simply was no hospi­
tal of this calibre closer than 
Philadelphia or Ithaca, N.Y. 
Horses requiring surgery for 
a midnight bout of colic or a 
complicated bone fracture 
often didn't have a fighting 
chance," said Dr. Franklin 
M. Loew, dean of the veteri­
nary school. "Today, private 
practitioners throughout the 
region can take advantage of 
Tufts' marvelous clinical 
staff and facilities." 

C o n t i n u i n g 

e d u c a t i o n 

Upcoming continuing edu­
cation programs sponsored 
by Tufts School of Veteri­
nary Medicine include: 

• 13th annual Canine 
Symposium for dog owners 
and breeders, Saturday, 
Dec. 5, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Topics include geriatric care, 
Lyme disease and other tick-
borne diseases, and the pros 
and cons of using frozen 
semen. The symposium fee 
is $45 and includes con­
tinental breakfast, lunch 
and printed materials. 

• Treatment of Lymphoma 
in Dogs and Cats, a pro­
gram for small animal prac­
titioners, Sunday, Dec. 6, 
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Topics 
will include introduction to 
canine and feline lymphoma; 
handling and administering 
anti-neoplastic drugs; choos­
ing a protocol for treatment; 
managing complications of 
chemotherapy; and manag­
ing relapse in lymphoma. 
The course fee is $75 and 
includes continental break­
fast, lunch and printed 
materials. Participants are 
eligible for continuing edu­
cation credits. 

Pre-registration is required 
for all programs, which will 
be held at Tufts School of 
Veterinary Medicine, 200 
Westboro Road (Route 30), 
North Grafton, Mass. For 
more information or to 
register, contact Janice 
Lennon, assistant director 
of continuing education, at 
(508) 839-5302, ext. 4705. 



From left, Leah Okimoto, Marlboro (Mass.) 
High School; Neha Sawe, Shrewsbury (Mass.) 
High School; Sonit Seth, Algonquin Regional 
High School, Northboro, Mass; Dr. Franklin 
M. Loew, dean of the veterinary school; Sheri-
Ann Yap, Westboro (Mass.) High School; 
Jacqueline Harris, Doherty High School, 
Worcester, Mass.; and Michelle Ng, Grafton 
(Mass.) High School. Not pictured: Kay Jones, 
Sante Fe (N.M.) Indian School, and Sherlina 
Nageer, Burncoat High School, Worcester Mass. 
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M i n o r i t y s t u d e n t s 

p p r e n t i c e a t T u f t s 

High school junior Leah Okimoto took 
up the quest to discover a biological basis 
for maternal behavior, while junior 
Jacqueline Harris researched how dif­
ferent hormones in the brain affect 
behavior. 

For Okimoto, Harris and six others 
who participated in a summer appren­
ticeship program for minority students 
at Tufts School of Veterinary Medicine, 
these experiences may shape their 
futures. 

"The purpose of the program is to 
stimulate interest in the sciences among 
minority students," said Rebecca Russo, 
admissions director at the veterinary 
school, who coordinated the program for 
the sixth year. 

The apprenticeships, which provide 
each student with an $1,800 stipend for 
the eight-week work period, are spon­
sored nationwide in schools of medicine 
and veterinary medicine and other 
graduate programs by the National 
Institutes of Health and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

"Experience working in a laboratory 
as been found to be the single most 

important factor in determining whether 
a person enters a career in the biological 
sciences," said Dr. Franklin M. Loew, 
dean of Tufts' veterinary school. 

I r w i n l e g a c y s u p p o r t s s t u d e n t s 

Tufts Univer­
sity was for­
tuna te w h e n 
Saralee Irwin 
decided to join 
the School of 
Veterinary Med­
icine as an ad-

Saralee F. Irwin m i n i s t r a t i v e 
secretary for the surgery department, 
where she applied her many talents 
and skills during the last 10 years. 

Irwin was manager of the surgery 
department when she died June 12. 

After graduating cum laude from 
Radcliffe College in 1960 with a degree 
in anthropology, Irwin's early career 
was devoted to archeological projects 
with Harvard and Colorado State uni­
versities that took her to the Sudan 
and Iran. 

But her first love was for cats and 
other animals. A resident of Needham 
Heights, Mass., Irwin gained a nation­
al reputation as a breeder and exhibi­
tor of Burmese cats at her Berwin's 
Clowder Cattery. In 1977, she helped 
found the Cats-Plain & Fancy club, 
serving as its vice president and coor­
dinating the organization's annual cat 
show, the largest in New England. 
Over the years, part of the proceeds 
from the event have been contributed 
to Tufts' veterinary school. 

"As a charter member of the Charles 
Tufts Society, which honors individ­
uals who make planned gifts or who 
include Tufts in their estate plans, Lee 

Irwin knew exactly what she wanted 
to do with her estate," said Thomas B. 
Hunt, director of gift planning at 
Tufts. "She wanted to be certain that 
deserving students who had an inter­
est in feline medicine could receive 
training as veterinarians." 

Accordingly, she made a provision 
in her will and trust that a substantial 
portion of her assets would establish 
the Saralee F. Irwin Scholarship Fund 
for students at Tufts School of Veteri­
nary Medicine. 

"Before her death, she also gave her 
home to the school with a retained 
life estate. This enabled her to make 
a substantial gift of real estate to the 
school, while retaining the right to 
live in her home for life," Hunt said. 

Retained life estates provide a donor 
with a substantial income tax deduc­
tion (based on the age of the donor and 
value of the property) and a means to 
avoid capital gains tax for which the 
donor would be liable if he or she 
were to sell the property. The gift 
does not increase personal expenses 
or require a trust. In addition, the 
donor retains the right to use the 
home as before. 

"Lee Irwin's foresight and generos­
ity will enable Tufts to make advances 
in feline health care and to ensure 
that deserving students become vet­
erinarians," Hunt said. "Her friend­
ship and dedication will long be 
remembered at Tufts." 

Allow us to thank you... 
If you have provided for the School of Veterinary Medicine in your estate plans, please tell 
us about it. 
Your generous actions will have an enduring impact on the school" and will be deeply 
appreciated by future generations of veterinary students and animal lovers. We'd like to 
thank you now. 

• I have included Tufts University School of Veterinary Medicine in my estate plans. 

C Please send me information on how to include the School of Veterinary Medicine in my 
estate plans. 

Name: . . 

Address: 

City: 

Phone: _ 

State:. Zip:, 

Best Time to Call:. 

Mail to: Thomas B. Hunt, Director of Gift Planning, Tufts University, 44 Teele Ave., 
Somerville, MA 02144. 



V e t s c h o o l t o p s c a m p a i g n g o a l 

In a time when Americans own more 
animals than ever, donors to the New 
Campaign for Tufts — the university's 
five-year capital campaign — demon­
strated their belief in the mission of Tufts 
School of Veterinary Medicine by ex­
ceeding the school's $23 million goal and 
committing a record $24.6 million in 
cash, pledges and deferred gifts. 

"When a school is new, it has great 
aspirations. And nowhere more than at 
Tufts are there greater aspirations," said 
Dr. Franklin M. Loew, dean of the vet­
erinary school since 1982. "From the 
acceptance of our first students in 1979, 
to the graduation of our 10th class in 
1992, my colleagues and I are reaching 
for the stars. 

"And we couldn't have done it without 
the thousands of loyal and generous 
donors who believe in Tufts' veterinary 
school," he said. "Virtually all our 
donors and patrons are, of course, not 
alumni or alumnae of our young school, 
so we are doubly grateful for their 
support." 

" . . . the New Campaign 

for Tufts has supported 

important developments 

at a critical time in the 

evolution of our young 

school." 

— Dr. Franklin M. Loew 

With leadership from Dr. Henry Foster, 
chairman of the campaign for the vet­
erinary school, the New Campaign's 
achievement has enabled the school to 
improve and enlarge its teaching and 
biotechnology research facilities, 
enhance its student scholarship and 
low-interest loan funds and improve its 
ability to care for sick and injured 
animals. 

Campaign highlights include: 
• The renovation of the building that 

will be named the Franklin M. Loew 

Veterinary Medical Education Center. 
• The naming of the Issam M. Fares 

Equine Sports Medicine Program. 
• The endowment of the Amelia 

Peabody chair in agricultural science. 
• The creation of the Mrs. Cheever 

Porter Image Processing Laboratory. 
• The establishment of the Anna 

Anderson Memorial Scholarship Fund, 
George I. Alden Scholarship Fund, and 
more than a dozen other named student 
aid funds. 

"From our Wildlife Clinic to our Hos­
pital for Large Animals and Henry and 
Lois Foster Hospital for Small Animals, 
the New Campaign for Tufts has sup­
ported important developments at a 
critical time in the evolution of our 
young school," Loew said. "While many 
needs remain, the successful comple­
tion of this campaign is enabling Tufts' 
skilled doctors and dedicated staff 
members to make life better for all of 
New England's creatures, both great 
and small." 

E q u i n e p r o g r a m 

h o n o r s F a r e s 
The pioneering program in equine 

sports medicine at the School of Veteri­
nary Medicine has been named the Issam 
M. Fares Equine Sports Medicine 
Program in recognition of Fares' support 
of the school and the equine industry. 
An internationally known owner and 
breeder of thoroughbred racehorses, 
Fares is a member of the university's 
Board of Trustees, and his son, Nijad 
Fares, serves on the Board of Overseers 
to Tufts' veterinary school. Last year, 
Fares Farms, which has breeding farms 
in Kentucky, France and England, also 
made a gift to the school's equine sports 
medicine program. 

The Issam M. Fares Equine Sports 
Medicine Program is one of the school's 
signature programs, those areas of vet­
erinary medicine in which Tufts pos­
sesses special strength. The program 
provides the expertise for clinical 
diagnosis and treatment of equine ath­
letes, as well as an academic emphasis 
for veterinary students entering equine 
practice. 

"Diagnosis of poor performance has 
always been an important responsibility 

for veterinarians involved in the man­
agement of racehorses and other equine 
athletes," said Dr. Howard Seeherman, 
director of the program. In most cases, 
the cause of poor performance can be 
attributed to musculoskeletal lameness, 
upper or lower airway abnormalities, 
cardiac abnormalities, fitness deficits or 
any combination of these problems. 

"Some performance problems present 
a significant diagnostic challenge 
because they elude traditional methods 
of diagnosis," Seeherman said. "A 
number of new clinical sports medicine 
techniques have been developed and 

Thoroughbred racehorses 
are among the equine 
athletes that benefit from 
the veterinary expertise 
available at Tufts' Issam 
M. Fares Equine Sports 
Medicine Program. 

are being employed at Tufts to evaluate 
these difficult cases." 

Tufts' high-speed treadmill lies at the 
heart of its sports medicine capabilities, 
enabling veterinarians to evaluate horses 
as they exercise at near-racing speed. 
The treadmill is employed for exercise 
testing, gait analysis and dynamic hoof 
balancing, and endoscopic evaluation of 
upper airway function during exercise. 
Nuclear scintigraphy and CT scanning I 
are also being used to augment the tradi­
tional evaluation of musculoskeletal 
conditions and respiratory function. 



Dr. Mary Murray, left, assistant professor of 
anatomy and cellular biology, and Dr. Robert 
Murtaugh, right, associate professor of medicine, 
hood new graduate Damanjeet Chadha. 
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Above, commencement speaker Dr. Jill 
Kerr Conway; at left, student speaker 
David Sobel. 

On May 17, Tufts School of Veterinary 
Medicine achieved another milestone 
with the graduation of its 10th class. 

Dr. Jill Kerr Conway, an author, historian 
and former president of Smith College, 
addressed the Class of 1992. Recalling her 
upbringing on an Australian sheep station, 
which she chronicled in her autobiography, 
The Road from Coorain, Conway spoke about 
her observations of the interrelationships 
among people, animals and the environment. 
The experience taught her that "humanity 
must abandon the myth of control of nature," 
she said. "We must recover a sense of our­
selves as part of a rich and complex system of 
life." 

Photos by Robert Weisman 
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C l a s s of 1992 
Kristin Anderson 
Lisa-Anne Attanasi 
Michael Baer 
Ohad Barnea 
Timothy Becker 
Keith Benson 
Robin Brennen 
Margaret Brooker 
Alycia Butler 
Sabrina Campbell 
Damanjeet Chadha 
Cheryl Chappa 
Susan Chun 
Carol Churchill 
Amy Cobb 
Kathrine Cook 
Kerry Dermady 
Sharon Drellich 
Karen Fine 
Lauren Flanagan 
Robyn Fleck 
Amelia Foster 
Karen Gendron 
Ellen German 
Sharon Grayzel 

Scott Hamberg 
Elisa Harvey 
Sandra Hazanow 
Jenny Hellsen 
Bartolomeo Iaia 
Arnaldo Hernandez Jamardo 
Russell Jassie 
Matthew Kelcourse 
Tracey LaMorte 
Maria Laurendeau 
Wendy Ludwig 
Debra Lynn 
Elizabeth Maloney 
Lori Maness 
Edward Marion 
Nancy McCarron 
Paul McCartin 
Craig Mcllquham 
Joyce Mellon 
Jacqueline Nenner 
Scott Newman 
Kenneth Nicolson 
Nancy O'Leary 
Karen Pastor 
Jeffrey Peck 

Betsy Richmond 
Alison Robbins 
Rebecca Rockwell 
Tricia Rudisill 
Timothy Ryan 
Mary Sanborn 
Susanne Saslaw 
Claire Scialla 
Elizabeth Shepherd 
Elizabeth Shurland 
David Sobel 
Deborah Sonnen-

Campbell 
Linda Speizer 
Sandra Stiman 
Nancy Taylor 
Gretchen Tripp 
Sandra Wilcon 
Karen Wilson 
Marie Winninger 



A I D S p a t i e n t s m a y b e n e f i t f r o m r e s e a r c h 

(Continued from page 1) 
Medical Center (NEMC) in Boston. In 
addition, researchers from Harvard and 
Brown universities are involved in the 
cryptosporidiosis projects. 

"The program brings together research­
ers with complementary expertise to 
investigate infectious diseases that are 
of veterinary and medical interest, such 
as cryptosporidiosis," saidTzipori, pro­
gram director. Before joining Tufts' 
faculty in January, Tzipori was associate 
director and division head at the Inter­
national Center for Diarrheal Disease 
Research in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

"The lack of specific 

knowledge about the 

detailed biology of the 

organism is a major 

obstacle to development 

of targeted therapy and 

prevention." 

— Dr. Saul Tzipori 

"Cryptosporidiosis is difficult to handle 
because it cannot be grown in tissue 
culture. Given the absence of an in vitro 
system from which parasite material can 
be harvested, access to key stages of the 
life cycle have been poor," Tzipori said. 
"The lack of specific knowledge about 
the detailed biology of the organism is 
a major obstacle to development of tar­
geted therapy and prevention." 

Over the next three years, Tzipori and 
co-investigators Dr. Honorine Ward, 
assistant professor of medicine at Tufts' 
medical school and a member of NEMC's 
division of geographic medicine, and 
Dr. Jeff Griffiths, instructor of medicine 
at Tufts' medical school, plan to use the 
USDA funding to develop monoclonal 
antibodies to the endogenous (occurring 
within the host) infectious stage and to 
study cellular in j ury to the host to learn 
about the basic mechanism of diarrhea, 
which is still not fully understood. 

For the first NIH-funded, five-year 
project, Tzipori and veterinary school 
co-investigators Dr. Geoffrey Sunshine, 
associate professor of comparative medi­
cine, and Dr. Joseph Alroy, associate 
professor of pathology, will develop 
model systems to study the infection in 

the immunosuppressed host and then 
systematically search for compounds 
with therapeutic value against crypto­
sporidiosis. 

The second three-year NIH project 
involves the development of strategies 
for therapies against Cryptosporidium in 
three interlinked projects: Ward and her 
research group at NEMC are studying 
the molecular structures and sequence 
of events associated with parasite attach­
ment and cell invasion; Dr. Ronda Moore, 
assistant professor of pathology at the 
veterinary school, and her research 
group are exploring cell pathobiology, 
or the nature of the resulting host cell 
injury; and Tzipori, Dr. Marian Neutra 
of Children's Hospital at Harvard and 
Dr. Timothy Hanagan of Miriam Hospital 
at Brown are examining immunothera-
peutical potential of monoclonal secretory 
antibodies to arrest the disease process 
in infected patients. 

— Cristin Merck Dr- S a u l Tzipori Photo by Robert Brown 

Q u a r a n t i n e s i m p o s e d a t 3 t r a c k s 

(Continued from page 1) 

interviewed trainers and attending veterinarians to record their observations 
of the onset of illness and the animals' responses to treatment. 

Over a six-week period, more than 225 horses were affected by fever, swollen 
legs, inflamed mucous membranes, increased digital pulse in the front feet, 
depression, skin rash and other signs of varying severity, according to the 
survey results. 

"In general, the disease was mild, producing clinical signs that lasted about 
five days, and the horses were treated with nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory 
medications, such as phenylbutazone and Banamine," Paradis said. The 
disease, which peaked in mid-July, affected 5.1 percent of the approximately 
1,400 horses stabled at Rockingham Park, 27 percent of the 500 horses at 
Suffolk Downs and 3.8 percent of the 500 horses at Foxboro Raceway. 

To date, the cause of the disease has not been identified, although the lab­
oratories are continuing their efforts to culture the samples. 

Eight horses that died or were euthanized during the quarantine periods 
were brought to Tufts for post mortem examinations. "Although the first horse 
that we examined showed signs that could possibly be linked to the disease, 
there were no conditions or lesions that were common to all of them," said 
Dr. Richard Jakowski, associate professor of pathology at Tufts. 

Although the quarantines, which were lifted the first week of August, 
succeeded in containing the diseases at the tracks, many states placed travel 
embargos or restrictions on horses transported from New England, causing 
major disruptions at the height of the show and racing season in the Northeast. 

Because of the national interest in the outbreak, Paradis organized and 
moderated a special panel discussion on the disease Aug. 4 during the 129th 
annual meeting of the American Veterinary Medical Association in Boston. 
Panelists included Smith, Dr. Rosemarie Williams, New Hampshire racing 
commission veterinarian; Dr. Richard Sheehan, a private practitioner at 
Suffolk Downs; and Dr. DonLein, director of Cornell University's veterinary 
diagnostic laboratory. 



Spies Scholarship in Wildlife Medicine 

) A n i m a l a d v o c a t e s u p p o r t s T u f t s ' m i s s i o n 

Dr. Joseph R. Spies believes that 
humanity has a covenant with animals 
— a responsibility that places value on 
each individual animal within a species, 
whether a common oppossum or an 
endangered eagle. 

Spies recognizes the same commit­
ment in the mission of the Wildlife Clinic 
and its director, Dr. Charles Sedgwick, 
at Tufts School of Veterinary Medicine. 

"Dr. Sedgwick believes that each 
injured wild animal should be treated 
with dignity, compassion and respect, 
rather than as merely one more member 
of a species and not crucial to the sur­
vival of that species," said Spies, a retired 
biochemist whose research significantly 
expanded our knowledge of allergens of 
agricultural products, and who now 
devotes his time to photographing and 
writing about animals. "It's sort of 
an animal bill of rights that I support," 
he said. 

As an internationally known photog­
rapher and author of such books as The 

£ompleat Cat, Wild Ponies of Chincoteague 
ind Big Cats and Other Animals, he has 

'illustrated the beauty and dignity of ani­
mals in captivity and in the wild. Spies 
developed his compassion for animals 
during a lifetime spent observing and 
interacting with animals. Growing up in 
rural South Dakota, Spies was fas­
cinated by the animals he encountered 
on farms and in the wild, as well as by 
the beavers, bears and foxes given 
human traits by Thornton Burgess in his 
book Tommy and the Wishing Stone. 

Spies has found a way to "pass the 
torch" of animal advocacy by estab­
lishing the Joseph R. Spies Scholarship 
in Wildlife Medicine. His $50,000 
endowment will provide an annual 
scholarship to a third- or fourth-year 
veterinary student who exhibits schol­
arly merit, coupled with financial need 
and an interest in wildlife medicine. 

At Tufts' Wildlife Clinic, veterinary 
students learn the clinical skills required 
for the medical and surgical manage­
ment of wildlife. "Working in the clinic, 
students develop an understanding and 
respect for wild animals and for the 
environmental conditions in which they 
live," said Sedgwick, associate professor 
of environmental studies. "When the 
students leave Tufts, we want them to 
carry with them a philosophical com­
mitment to teach the public a similar 
understanding and respect and to share 
their sense of compassion for animals in 
the wild." 

Although Sedgwick and Spies hat 
corresponded for several years, Spies 
made his first visit to Tufts' Grafton 
campus in September, when he exhibited 
some of his award-winning 
photographs and narrated a slide show 
of animals he'd encountered in his 
travels — from polar bears on ice-

covered Ellesmere Island in the Arctic 
to penguins along the rocky coasts 
of Patagonia. 

But the familiar surroundings of his 
own backyard in Arlington, Va., pro­
duced one of Spies' favorite photo­
graphs — a bluejay, with fanned wings 
and a peanut firmly in its beak, grasping 
the side of a bowl filled with nuts. On the 
other side of the bowl, a cautious squir­
rel peers over the edge. Confronted by 
the scolding jay, the humbled squirrel 
appears to be having second thoughts 
about grabbing his own peanut. 

His photographs have appeared in 
magazines, including Cat Fancy, National 
Geographic, Popular Photography and 
Parade, and among his exhibitions, Spies 
had a one-man show of his cat photo­
graphs at the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, D.C. 

These are notable accomplishments 
for the photographer, who was encour-

?d by publication of his first cat photo 
and a $5 prize — in a newspaper con­

test more than 40 years ago. 

Illustrations by Tony Mazzola 

At the Wildlife Clinic, Habiba, a red-tailed hawk that acts as a foster mother to 
abandoned eggs and chicks, greets author and photographer Dr. Joseph Spies when 
he visited Tufts' veterinary school in September. 

Photo by Charles Sedgwick 
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• Dr. M. Sawkat Anwer, professor of 
medicine and associate professor of 
pharmacology, has been appointed to a 
four-year term to review biomedical re­
search grant applications for the Na­
tional Institutes of Health (NIH). 

• Barbara Bannon, formerly research 
coordinator, has been appointed man­
ager of the department of surgery. 

• Dr. Randy Boudrieau, assistant pro­
fessor of surgery, was guest editor of the 
February 1992 issue of Seminars in Veteri­
nary Medicine and Surgery (Small Animal) 
on "Fracture Management, II." 

• Dr. Susan Cotter, professor and chief 
of small animal medicine, spoke on 
"Uses and Misuses of Plasma" at the 
10th annual Veterinary Medical Forum 
of the American College of Veterinary 
Internal Medicine May 28-31 in San 
Diego. 

A l l a b o a r d f o r G r a f t o n ! 

• Dr. Katrin Hinrichs, assistant profes­
sor of medicine and head of theriogenol-
ogy, travelled to San Antonio, Texas, 
where she spoke on "Ultrasound Tech­
niques in Mare Reproduction" at the 
American College of Theriogenologists' 
equine reproduction short course 
Aug. 11 and on "Potential for Gamete 
Manipulation in the Horse: GIFT, IVF 
and Embryo Transfer" at the annual 
meeting of the Society for Theriogenol-
ogy Aug. 13-15. As a speaker at the John 
Hughes International Workshop on 
Equine Endometritis in Newmarket, 
England, Hinrichs' topic was "Endome­
tritis in Progesterone-Treated Mares 
Given Uterine Inoculi of Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa." 

• Brian Kilcommons, part-time lecturer 
in environmental studies, has had his 
book on dog selection, behavior and 
training, Good Owners, Great Dogs, writ­
ten with Sarah Wilson, published by 
Warner Books. 

Restoration of commuter rail service between Worcester and Boston moved forward 
when the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) announced proposed 
station sites in five MetroWest communities, including Grafton, at an Aug. 13 news 
conference at the veterinary school. A station is proposed adjacent to Tufts and the 
university's planned biotechnology park at Grafton. Among the participants were, 
from left, David Moffatt, senior vice president for operations for TUDC, Inc.; 
Massachusetts Secretary of Transportation Richard Taylor, chair of the MBTA 
board of directors, who made the announcement with MBTA General Manager 
John J. Haley Jr.; Jean Mayer, Tufts chancellor; and Dr. Franklin M. Loew, dean of 
the veterinary school. Photo by Crista M 

• Dr. Larry Kleine, associate professor 
and head of radiology, presented a paper 
on magnetic resonance imaging of 
stroke titled "Correlation Between in 
vitro and in vivo Biexponential 
Transverse Magnetization Decay Param­
eters Derived from Cerebral Infarcts 
Produced by Photothrombosis" at the 
40th annual meeting of the Association 
of University Radiologists last spring 
in Chicago. 

• Dr. Elizabeth Lawrence, professor of 
environmental studies, was named the 
1992-93 president of the American Vet­
erinary History Society. At the society's 
annual meeting, held in conjunction 
with the 129th annual meeting of the 
American Veterinary Medical Associa­
tion Aug. 1-5 in Boston, she presented 
a paper, "George Dadd, Veterinary Re­
former: The Boston Connection." 
Lawrence has been named a member of 
the board of review for Jeff's Companion 
Animal Shelter in Westport, Mass., an 
organization that provides pet-facili^^ 
tated therapy for the elderly. Lawrenc^B 
spoke on human-animal relationships 
at the International Conference on Per­
formance held at Victoria University in 
Toronto in May and gave a keynote 
address on the "Role of Animals in 
Plains Indian Ritual" at the 6th Inter­
national Conference on Human-Animal 
Interactions, "Animals and Us," July 
21-25 in Montreal. 

• Brian K. Lee, director of development 
at the veterinary school, has assumed the 
additional title of assistant dean. 

• Dr. Franklin M. Loew, dean of the vet­
erinary school, was elected a member of 
the Institute of Medicine of the National 
Academy of Sciences in Washington, D C 
Loew provided the conference sum­
mary at the 6th International Conference 
on Human-Animal Interactions, "Ani­
mals and Us," July 21-25 in Montreal. At 
the 129th annual meeting of the Ameri­
can Veterinary Medical Association in 
Boston Aug. 1-5, Loew spoke at meet­
ings of retired veterinarians and indus­
trial veterinarians, gave a paper at the 
annual meeting of the American Veteri^^ 
nary History Society and moderatedl^r 
panel on international veterinary medi­
cine. Loew delivered the keynote speech 
Sept. 27 on "Animals and Their Welfare 

(Continued on next page) 
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Loew celebrates 

10th anniversary 
Several hundred alumni, friends 

and colleagues joined Dr. Franklin M. 
Loew for a celebration of his 10 years 
as dean of the School of Veterinary 
Medicine. Hosted by the Veterinary 
Alumni Association, the Sept. 12 
event was held at the New England 
Science Center in Worcester. In Loew's 
honor, the association raised more 
than $35,000 for scholarships. 

As master of ceremonies, Sol 
Gittleman, senior vice president and 
provost, announced the naming of 
the Franklin M. Loew Veterinary 
Medical Education Center. The 
designation was requested by a long­
time friend whose anonymous dona­
tion capped a two-year fund-raising 
effort that raised $2.2 million for 
renovating a building on the Grafton 
campus. 

Above, Loew with Dr. Kathy Reiner, 
V84, president of the veterinary alumni 
association, and Dr. Linda Ross, chief-
of-staf f of the Henry and Lois Foster 
Hospital for Small Animals. At left, 
Loew and Gittleman. 

Photos by J.D.Sloan 

Continued from previous page) 

on the Eve of the 21st Century" at the 
XVII World Small Animal Veterinary 
Association Congress in Rome. 

• Dr. Eric Overstrom, associate profes­
sor of comparative medicine, was invited 
to lecture on manipulation of early em­
bryonic development at the 12th Inter­
national Congress on Animal Reproduc­
tion Aug. 23-27 in The Hague, Nether­
lands. With funding from the U.S. De­
partment of Agriculture, BioResearch 
Ireland, the Wellcome Foundation and 
the Embryo Transfer Corp., Overstrom 
has been conducting collaborative re­
search with the University College 
Dublin to determine the characteristics 
of a healthy embryo based on oxygen 
use to improve the efficiency of embryo 
transfer. 

• Dr. Mark Pokras, V84, assistant pro­
fessor of environmental studies, has 
been named a member of the Ambient 
Water Toxics Advisory Council of the 
Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection. 

'Dr. Linda Ross, associate professor of 
medicine and chief-of-staf f of the Henry 
and Lois Foster Hospital for Small Ani­
mals, gave seven hours of presentations 

on geriatrics in small animals at a meet­
ing of the Chicago Veterinary Medical 
Association Sept. 8-9. Ross was the 
guest editor for the August 1992 issue of 
Seminars in Veterinary Medicine and 
Surgery (Small Animal) on "Chronic 
Renal Failure." She also spoke on hyper­
tension and chronic renal failure at the 
XVII World Small Animal Veterinary 
Association Congress Sept. 24-27 
in Rome. 

• Melinda Saf fer, director of the Veteri­
nary Library, and Cheryl Duggan, assis­
tant librarian, attended the Interna­
tional Conference of Animal Health 
Information Specialists at the University 
of Reading, England, July 16-19, where 
Saffer moderated a panel on "Animal 
Health Information Sources: A Global 
Perspective." Saffer also headed a team 
of librarians who exhibited at the 129th 
annual meeting of the American Veteri­
nary Medical Association Aug. 1-5 in 
Boston. Assisting her were Sandy 
Oelschlegel of the Veterinary Library and 
Carolyn Waite and Janet Holborrow of 
Tufts' Health Sciences Library. 

• Dr. Anthony Schwartz, professor and 
chairman of surgery and associate dean 
for clinical education, in addition to his 

responsibilities at Tufts, has been named 
part-time interim executive director of 
the Association of American Veterinary 
Medical Colleges in Washington, D.C. 
The association represents all 31 U.S. 
and Canadian veterinary schools and 
colleges and several departments of 
veterinary science at agricultural col­
leges. 

I N M E M O R I A M 

Dr. Janice L. Chester, V84 

Dr. Janice L. Chester, V84, of East 
Lyme, Conn., and formerly of Millbury, 
Mass., died June 17,1992. 

Chester graduated from Clark Uni­
versity in Worcester, Mass., before 
receiving a D.V.M. degree from Tufts. A 
member of the American Veterinary 
Medical Association and the American 
Animal Hospital Association, she was 
employed as a veterinarian at Clinton 
(Conn.) Veterinary Hospital. Chester is 
survived by her husband, John B. 
Chester; her daughter, Lindsay K. 
Chester, her parents, a brother and 
a sister. 

Memorial contributions maybe made 
to the American Cancer Society, 7 Oak 
St., Worcester, MA 01609. 
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Photos by 
Robert Weisman 

Cars from every New England 
state filled the parking lots and 
lined the roads leading to the 

School of Veterinary Medicine as 
more than 5,000 people turned out 
Sept. 12 for the ninth annual open 
house at the Grafton campus. 

Under summer skies, students, staff, 
faculty and volunteers welcomed 
visitors, handed out programs and 
fielded a multitude of questions. 

Open house is organized each year 
by Pat Methot, assistant to the admin­
istrator of Tufts New England Veteri­
nary Medical Center, and the open 
house committee, which had been 
planning the event since January. 

Throughout the day, visitors saw 
educational exhibits and demon­
strations of high-tech veterinary 
medicine — from CAT scans of a dog 
and anesthesia of a cat in the Henry 

and Lois Foster Hospital for Small 
Animals, to simulated surgery on a 
horse's leg in the Hospital for Large 
Animals. Audiences crowded the mini-
seminars on dog training and caring 
for pot-bellied pigs and the demon­
stration of a horse on a high-speed 
treadmill, while youngsters toting 
stuffed animals headed for the teddy 
bear clinic for a check-up and a 
lollipop from the doctor. 

Outdoors, bright blue and white 
banners and life-sized wooden ani­
mals directed visitors from the 
Equine Reproduction Center on the 
east side of campus to the Veterinary 
Diagnostic Laboratory on the west — 
with stops en route to watch the 
miniature horse show, relax with a 
picnic lunch or take a quiet ride in a 
horse-drawn wagon. 
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