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Tufts professor accused of sexual harassment
BY

CORINNE SEGAL

Daily Editorial Board

Suzanne Young, a former lecturer and researcher at Tufts, filed
a lawsuit on Dec. 11 in Middlesex
Superior Court accusing Associate
Professor Samuel Kounaves of sexual harassment.
Young’s suit also lists Tufts as a
defendant, claiming that the university “should have known of the
harassment, yet took no reasonable
steps to prevent it.”
The suit alleges that Kounaves
engaged in sexually inappropriate behavior while working with
Young from 2005 to 2008 on NASA’s
Phoenix Mars mission to investigate
the possibility of life on Mars.
Kounaves, 61, was one of the
mission’s leaders and in 2005 hired
Young, 42, who had been lecturing at Tufts, to work for him as a
research associate on the Phoenix
Science Team.
Young’s complaint alleges that
over the course of her employment,
Kounaves repeatedly requested sexual favors and implied that Young’s
compliance would improve her
employment prospects.
Among the allegations in the lawsuit is that Kounaves made a num-

ber of sexist comments to Young,
including the statement that “a
woman wears makeup to indicate
that she ‘wants sex’” and the accusation that she had had an affair with
her graduate research advisor.
The complaint also states that
on business trips, Kounaves would
visit Young’s room privately and ask
Young to come to his room under
the pretext of looking at data. It says
that “he has gone so far as to stand
outside her door while she bathes.”
Kounaves declined to comment except to say in an e-mail
that Young’s allegations are all
untrue. His attorney, Geoffrey Bok,
expressed his belief that his client
would be cleared.
“The allegations against Professor
Kounaves are totally without merit
and have no basis in fact,” Bok said
in an e-mail to the Daily. “It is tragic
that such a dedicated researcher and
scholar can be defamed by a disgruntled former employee of Tufts
University. I am confident that Ms.
Young’s lawsuit will be dismissed by
the Court.”
Bok did not respond to additional
questions.
Young in September 2008 first
complained about Kounaves’
behavior to the university’s Office

of Equal Opportunity (OEO), which
conducted an investigation and
concluded that Kounaves was not
guilty of violating university policy.
Young’s complaint accuses the
OEO of conducting a “sham investigation” which ignored eyewitness
testimony. It claims that Tufts “ultimately refused to take meaningful
steps to rectify the situation.”
“We believe that Tufts’ response
was utterly inappropriate and
instead of properly investigating Young’s reports of impropriety, they found no wrongdoing,”
David Belfort, Young’s attorney,
told the Daily.
Director of Public Relations Kim
Thurler stressed that the university’s
initial investigation found no evidence of wrongdoing. “We take any
allegations very seriously,” she said.
“That investigation found no violation of the university’s sexual harassment policy.”
The suit further accuses the
university of terminating Young’s
employment following her complaint, citing the fact that she was
not invited back to teach at Tufts in
the spring of 2009.
“She taught there for five years.
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see SEXUAL HARASSMENT, page 2

Professor Samuel Kounaves, pictured above in a photo from 2004, is facing
allegations of sexual harassment.

Tufts alum Brown pulls oﬀ once unthinkable
victory in Senate race
BY

BRENT YARNELL

Daily Editorial Board

MCT

The recent earthquake in Haiti has devastated the country and led to a massive humanitarian
and rebuilding crisis.

Tufts community mobilizes to aid victims
of disastrous quake in Haiti
BY

KATHERINE SAWYER

Daily Editorial Board

In the aftermath of the 7.0 magnitude
earthquake that struck Haiti Jan. 11, members of the Tufts community waited anxiously for news of loved ones as others rapidly
joined in crisis relief efforts.
Many Tufts students who were in Haiti at
the time of the quake, including seven students and fellows from the Fletcher School
of Law and Diplomacy on a research trip,
junior Nedghie Adrien and sophomores
Rachel Figaro and Marie Murphy, have all
been found safe, surviving the most powerful
earthquake Haiti has suffered in a century.
Meanwhile, several Tufts undergraduates
and Fletcher students quickly mobilized and
used their skills to aid the earthquake relief
efforts and spread awareness about critical
issues in Haiti.
Fletcher student Patrick Meier used his
training as part of the crisis mapping team
at Ushahidi, an open-source platform for
mapping crisis response information, to dis-

seminate information concerning the earthquake. Beginning the evening of the quake,
he created a real-time map of the crisis.
“It’s a map that changes as we hear about
an event; it’s almost a movie map of sorts that
we’re trying to create,” he said. “We’re trying
to provide real-time, geo-specific reports of
what’s going on.”
Meier first started building the map using
Tweets and Facebook posts because these
were the only initial forms of communication
available to people in Haiti. As more lines of
communication became available, the team
at Ushahidi received floods of e-mails and
pictures of the disaster.
With the help of the United Nations Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(UN OCHA), 40 to 50 Fletcher students and
other volunteers, the team has been able
to create a comprehensive map of disaster
areas and is working closely with humanitarian relief organizations and the U.S. State
Department to provide critical information
see HAITI, page 2
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Massachusetts voters voiced their
frustration with Democratic leadership Tuesday by electing Republican
Scott Brown (LA ’81) to fill the U.S.
Senate seat left vacant by the late
Edward Kennedy.
In a special election marked by
high turnout, Brown, becoming
the first Republican senator from
Massachusetts in 30 years, won 52 percent of the vote against state Attorney
General Martha Coakley, who received
47 percent.
“This Senate seat belongs to no one
person, no political party … this is the
people’s seat!” the victorious Brown,
speaking to a small army packed
inside the Park Plaza Hotel, said.
The crowd size exceeded fire regulations, forcing organizers to quietly
remove people before Boston police
arrived.

“I was here for Mitt Romney [when
he was elected Governor], and there
were a fourth of the people [who
are] here tonight,” Boston resident
Dorothy K. said.
Tufts Professor of Political Science
Jeffrey Berry said Brown’s win was
indicative of the population’s unhappiness with the current economic situation.
“His victory reflects the level of
frustration of Americans under the
economy,” Berry said. “They’re not
sure what they want but they’re voting
against the status quo.”
The status quo, in Massachusetts,
is the Democratic Party. There are just
five Republicans, out of 40 total members, in the State Senate, and all ten
U.S. Congressmen are Democrats.
“The Democratic machine, the
elites, ignore us,” Massachusetts resident Ralph Gold said. “They should
see BROWN, page 2

Oxfam Café undergoes transformation to new
Rezquad Café amidst contention
BY

HARRISON JACOBS

Daily Editorial Board

Oxfam Café will reopen its doors this
semester as the re-branded Rezquad
Café following a troubled management
transition and numerous delays.
Tufts Student Resources (TSR) hopes
that the new café situated in the basement of Miller Hall will offer an uphill
location for students to hang out and
study. TSR also operates the Rez, located
in the Mayer Campus Center.
“We want it to be an alternative eatery
uphill and we are using the knowledge
our Rez managers have to get this started right,” said senior Adam Kornetsky,

vice president of TSR.
The Rezquad Café will operate as the
Rez’s second location under current Rez
management, who TSR approached to
manage the café after taking over Oxfam
Café last April.
“Our business model for the Rez
works,” said Rez manager Adam Frank,
a senior. “We figured it is the best way to
start up a new place.”
Although the same management will
run both eateries, Kornetsky emphasized the differences at the new Rezquad
Café from the Rez, including the introduction of more food options.
see REZQUAD, page 2
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Brown’s victory seen as threat to
Democratic health care bill

Tufts community joins Haiti relief eﬀorts

BROWN

to those on the ground in Haiti.
Two other Fletcher students, Kit Barron
and Rahul Bhatnagar, created a Web site that
allows members of the Fletcher community and others to pool their donations and
donate directly to Doctors Without Borders,
a volunteer organization that provides aid to
victims of disasters.
Barron and Bhatnagar’s Fletcher for Haiti
Web site reached its original goal of raising
$1,000 in 72 hours in just 4 hours and has
amassed over $10,900 to date.
With donations ranging from $3.89 to
$1,000, Barron and Bhatnagar stressed that
every donation helps. They added that setting donation targets on the Web site helped
the community see its progress.
The two students were motivated by the
desire to contribute in a tangible way. “[We
wanted to] do something and not just talk so
we started to brainstorm about how to create
a vehicle for giving, about how the Fletcher
community could act on their compassion,”
Barron said.
Bhatnagar agreed and highlighted the
importance of the Fletcher response. “We
understood that it was very important,
and being part of the Fletcher community, we needed to act,” he said. “There
are so many programs based on human
response, and we knew the community
would be very responsive.”
Tufts personnel, including medics from

continued from page 1

have dropped everything to create
jobs. Instead they pursued all these
other agendas, global warming, health
care…”
Thousands of volunteers sharing
that view poured into Massachusetts
from out of state to oppose Coakley.
Randy Maine, a Tea Party activist
from Mississippi, said he signed up
immediately when he learned that the
Republicans would pay for room and
board for the first 200 out-of-state
volunteers.
“This is about the Constitution,”
Maine said. “Nothing to do with
Brown. It was more a matter of defeating healthcare, ousting the central
socialist government. It’s the second
revolution.”
Many Massachusetts voters agreed
the election was not about Brown, but
about voicing anger at the Democrats
who they feel have neglected their
interests. “It’s not so much about
Brown. He’s not the answer, but
you’ve got to send a message. You’ve
got to kick the bums out,” Gold said.
Still, many Brown supporters insisted that only he could have won this
election, because he said the right
things on the right issues and repre-

sented the people.
Coakley’s campaign had been widely acknowledged to be lackluster, but
sophomore John Peter Kaytrosh, a
campaign volunteer, said it gained
momentum in the last leg of the race.
“Towards the end Coakley’s campaign had as much energy as Brown’s
campaign did although Brown had a
huge head start because there was a
lot of complacency among state and
national Democrats,” Kaytrosh said.
Kaytrosh also pointed out that the
eventual margin of victory was lower
than what polls had been predicting.
Berry called Brown’s victory “devastating” for the Democrats’ health care
bill.
“Its not clear that any health plan
will pass at this point,” he said. “The
only way it could conceivably pass
is if the House Democrats pass the
Senate bill right away and send it to
the President’s desk, but if I had to
bet, I’d bet against that happening.”
Brown overwhelmingly won the
central and southeastern parts of the
state, gaining large victories in many
of Massachusetts’ least populated
towns and cities, while Coakley won
the larger cities. Libertarian Joseph
Kennedy won one percent of the
vote.

HAITI
continued from page 1

Tufts Medical Center, have also gone to
Haiti to provide assistance as part of medical disaster teams. Geoffrey Bartlett, adviser to Tufts Emergency Medical Services
(TEMS) and technical services manager in the Department of Public Safety, is
currently at a field hospital in Haiti with
the Massachusetts-1 Disaster Medical
Assistance Team.
Members of the Tufts community have
begun initiatives to increase awareness and
raise funds for the victims of the earthquake
in the weeks to come.
The brothers of Theta Chi fraternity plan
to fundraise for the relief effort by selling
bracelets that read “Tufts for Haiti,” and Enku
Kebede-Francis, assistant professor in the
school of medicine, is collecting donations
of toiletries and pharmaceutical products for
Doctors Without Borders.
The undergraduate department of music
will hold a benefit concert, and planning is
underway for a forum on the undergraduate
campus to discuss the crisis, according to
Director of Public Relations Kim Thurler.
Thurler expressed the university’s sympathy for those afflicted by the crisis.
“Our hearts go out to the people of
Haiti and to all those affected by this terrible tragedy,” she said in an e-mail to
the Daily. “Especially in our thoughts are
those members of the Tufts community
— including students, faculty, staff and
alumni — who may have family or friends
in the stricken area.”

TSR hopes to oﬀer a revamped uphill student space with Rezquad
REZQUAD
continued from page 1

Oxfam Café has been undergoing a long and contentious transition from a volunteer-based
non-profit to a more lucrative
and traditional business model
since the change in ownership.
While all those involved pointed to TSR retaining the Oxfam
moniker in early December,
Kornetsky said that it became
clear toward the end of last
semester that doing so was not in
the best interests of TSR’s newest
business venture.
“We wanted to give it a great
fresh new start when it opened,”
Kornetsky said.
The partnership between the
previous Oxfam Café management and the new Rez management also broke down, with the
former voluntarily exiting at the
end of last semester due to several points of debate.
Junior Emily Starck, a former
Oxfam Café manager, feels that
although not all aspects of the
original Oxfam Café are gone,
as the new Rezquad Café will
continue to donate 10 to 15 percent of its profits to the Oxfam
America cause, changes have
taken place that undermine the
café’s original values.
Starck believes that the main
cause of disagreements between
both management teams was

the respective parties’ conflicting visions for the café.
The original vision for Oxfam
Café was an eatery offering vegetarian fare and an open space for
student groups and musicians
that donated all profits to Oxfam
America, an international organization that addresses issues of
poverty and injustice. TSR did
not share this vision, according
to Starck.
“Oxfam managers wanted to
keep it true to its roots, but this
was not a business model that
TSR thought would maximize
their profits,” Starck said in an
e-mail to the Daily. “Both dreams
of the space make sense, it’s
just very difficult to make compromises when you have such
strong feelings about what kind
of a space it should be.”
Senior Ali Osman, president of
TSR, believes that the two visions
were not necessarily incompatible but the parties were unable
to work out a compromise.
“We would have loved to keep
the Oxfam name, that brand and
that culture, and we are hoping
to retain some of that, but a lot of
things happened over the course
of the semester that changed
where we are,” Osman said.
The responsibility for the café’s
management also led to disagreements between former Oxfam
managers and the TSR team.

According to Starck, Oxfam
managers decided to team up
with TSR under the impression
that they would maintain control over practical management
decisions. She said that this was
increasingly not the case, and
they were left in the dark about
recent changes.
“Throughout the semester, the
more we tried to work with the
administration and TSR to make
the operations more legitimate,
the more it was taken from us
to the point of a complete [rebranding],” said Starck.
Osman defended TSR’s actions
and said that “no changes to the
café were imposed” on Oxfam.
“We wanted Oxfam to make the
decisions and open the café as
planned,” he said. “We did our
best to keep the Oxfam people in
the process,”
He attributed the many disagreements that led to the exit of
numerous previous Oxfam volunteers to “a lot of miscommunication and a loss of vision.”
Starck admitted that some of
the blame lies with her and her
fellow Oxfam volunteers. “The
change of ownership happened
slowly and began with a lack
of our involvement with cosmetic changes to the space,”
she said.
Another main source of the
arguments between TSR and

Research associate alleges Kounaves
demanded sexual favors
SEXUAL HARASSMENT
continued from page 1

Why, after this, is she not re-engaged?” Belfort
said. “That’s called retaliation. You cannot
retaliate, whether her complaint is legitimate
or not.”
Thurler, however, has said in previous reports that Young’s contract was not
renewed because grants funding her work
had expired. She emphasized that Tufts is
dedicated to creating a comfortable workplace for its community.
“It is important to keep in mind that Tufts
is fully committed to ensuring that we offer a
workplace and educational environment that
is supportive and respectful of all members of
our community,” Thurler said.
An OEO representative, who requested
anonymity due to the sensitivity of the
topic, said that although the OEO takes the
steps necessary to rectify harassment and
the process generally works, occasionally an
individual seeks legal action that the OEO

cannot provide.
The suit states that at least three other
women have previously complained about
Kounaves. These women may become witnesses if they wish to participate in the trial
and the court allows them to testify.
According to Belfort, one of these women in
1996 filed a restraining order against Kounaves,
who was ordered to refrain from abuse and to
stay away from the victim and her workplace.
Young had previously filed her complaint with the Massachusetts Commission
Against Discrimination and the Employment
Opportunity Commission in May 2009, but
decided to move her complaint to court. She
declined to comment for this article on the
advice of her attorney.
The counsel for Young and Kounaves are
currently exchanging information. Kounaves’
attorney intends to file a response to Young’s
allegations later this month, and the case will
be brought to court if the parties do not reach
a settlement.
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Oxfam Café reopens under Rez management following a controversial
re-branding.
Oxfam volunteers was the issue
of holding live events at the new
café, according to Osman.
Up until last semester, the
student organizations Midnight
Café and Applejam ran concerts and fundraisers out of
Oxfam Café. However, the new
TSR management in December
began enforcing previously
ignored decibel level guidelines
set by university policy, making
such events impossible.
TSR contends that what happened concerning events at
Oxfam was not their fault but
stemmed from a need to abide by

university policy.
Kornetsky stated that after
numerous noise complaints
from students to the Office of
Residential Life and Learning
in years past, “[the new management needs] to be held
accountable.”
Starck expressed her disappointment with the current
situation. “I feel ashamed that
we were not able to hold on to
Oxfam Café neither in name nor
spirit … the ideals that Oxfam
was based upon have been
replaced by financial motivations,” she said.

FROM THE HILL

Bubs come in second in NBC’s national a
capella reality show
The Beelzebubs were named the
runners-up in NBC’s a-capella reality
competition “The Sing-Off” on Dec.
21. The outcome of the live twohour finale was determined by popular
vote.
“We’re absolutely thrilled,” junior Eli
Seidman, the president of the Bubs —
as they are commonly known — said.
“Being on stage for the past couple of
weeks and representing Tufts and the
Bubs has been unbelievable.”
Nota, the all-male group from Puerto
Rico, won the competition as well as
the $100,000 prize and Sony recording
contract.
“They’re the best guys, so musical
and talented, and we couldn’t be happier for them,” Seidman said.
The finale consisted of solo performances by each of the three finalists,

Lee University’s Voices of Lee, Nota
and the Bubs, who had been whittled
down from the original field of eight
contestants. The finalists also participated in joint performances with
guest celebrities.
The two-hour event also featured
special performances from artists such
as Bobby McFerrin, Smokey Robinson
and Natasha Bedingfield, in addition
to performances by judges Ben Folds,
Shawn Stockman from Boyz II Men and
Nicole Scherzinger from the Pussycat
Dolls. Host Nick Lachey sang a number
with the finalists as well.
Voting began after the show’s third
episode on Dec. 16 via e-mail, phone, or
text. Each person was allowed up to ten
votes per venue of communication.
— by Saumya Vaishampayan
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Research shows major earthquake in Haiti not unexpected
Unstable geological conditions, lack of building regulations led to devastation of the island
by

Mary Beth Griggs

Notable Earthquakes on Record

Daily Editorial Board

Haiti has been devastated.
The already frail infrastructure
of the struggling nation has collapsed, people are starving and
gangs are overrunning the streets
of the capital. Destruction and
death have ruled the country
for the past week, and many
want answers as to why the
earthquake occurred.
There are several factors that
contributed to the gravity of
the disaster. Part of the reason
for the extent of the devastation was lack of preparation for
any type of earthquake in Haiti.
There have been no large earthquakes in the country in recent
years, and the only accounts of
large earthquakes in the region
date back to 1860, 1770 and still
further back to 1618. Yet even
the accounts of these earthquakes cannot be confirmed as
originating from the same place
as the earthquake that occurred
on Jan. 12.
The geological stability of
past centuries may have been a
contributing factor in the catastrophe that was the Haitian
earthquake.
“It’s actually a good thing if
there [are] a lot of low magnitude earthquakes, because then
you’re constantly relieving the
stress,” Anne Gardulski, head of
the Tufts geology department,
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Haitian Earthquake — 7.0

Indian Ocean Earthquake — 9.1

Tangshan Earthquake, China — 7.5

Chilean Earthquake — 9.5 (Largest on record)
Great Kanto Earthquake, Japan — 7.9
San Francisco Earthquake — 7.8

Graphic by jennifer iassogna

Although Haiti’s recent earthquake was powerful, it was measured somewhat lower on the base-10 logarithmic Richter scale than other notable
earthquakes on record. One reason why the quake was so devastating was because it occurred very near the earth’s surface.
said. “It’s when you get locked
up like what happened along
this fault in Haiti for 200 years,
that’s when you start really having big earthquakes. This is
not unusual. It is unusual in a

human time frame — we think
of things in terms of decades,
but geologically these are very
common events; even earthquakes of this magnitude.”
Research from the United

States Geological Survey (USGS)
has found that the Haitian
earthquake originated from an
area known as the EnriquilloPlantain Garden fault zone
(EPGFZ). This area is located in

the southern part of Haiti and
runs almost straight through
Port-au-Prince, the nation’s
capital, from east to west. The
see EARTHQUAKE, page 4

No (mtvU) Spring Break for Panama City Beach
Move highlights a common dilemma for Spring Break destinations
by

Carter Rogers

Daily Editorial Board

Spring breakers planning on going to
Panama City Beach, Fla., which was once
the home of mtvU’s Spring Break festival,
might find the city a bit more subdued
than usual this March. The Bay County
Tourist Development Council, which
includes Panama City Beach, decided not
to work with MTV this year. The channel’s “Spring Break 2010” will be held in
Acapulco, Mexico instead.
Similarly, the Panama City Beach city
council recently refused to grant permits for a proposed Beach Scene Music
Festival that would have included performers such as Lady GaGa and the Black
Eyed Peas and was expected to draw
100,000 people to the city over the course
of two weekends this March.
Chad Hart, the president of Inertia
Tours, a travel company catering to college spring breakers, believes the city
felt that the large crowds of loud college
students that came to Panama City Beach
caused the city to lose more money than
it made due to crowd control logistics.
On top of that, for the past two years the
Tourist Development Council subsidized
MTV’s party, “to the tune of $250,000,”
according to Hart.
One factor in the Tourist Development
Council’s decision was the occurrence of
several fights and two stabbings at a Lil’
Wayne concert during an mtvU Spring
Break show last March.
Despite the lack of MTV this year,
Panama City Beach still hopes to draw
spring breakers. Andrea Chester, assistant to Mel Leonard, Panama City Beach’s
building director, said that the city will be
issuing plenty of special event permits.
“Panama City Beach has been a spring
break beach of choice for over 50 years
and we expect to have another successful college spring break season this year.
While the board of directors for the Bay
County Tourist Development council did
vote to not pursue negotiations or partnership with mtvU for the 2010 spring

break period, Panama City Beach is open
and ready for Spring Break bookings,”
Dana Lent, the communications manager for the Panama City Beach Tourist
Development Council, said in an e-mail.
Hart does not believe the decision
will hurt spring break travel companies.
“What the implications are for companies like mine is nothing too great. Spring
break is still going to happen there. It’s
just, there isn’t any MTV [Spring Break] so
there’s not as much publicity,” Hart said.
One group that is likely to be affected
by the lack of mtvU or the Beach Scene
Music Festival is local business. “You’ve
got a lot of backlash from area businesses
like people that own bars, restaurants,
and nightclubs. Of course, they would
like to have as many people as possible,
because of revenue, but the city looks at
it from the standpoint of the police force
and the safety issues,” Hart said.
Samantha Harlander, the vice president of communications for the Bay
County Chamber of Commerce, said
the group did “not have a comment”
on how the changes would affect local
businesses.
As for how the city council’s decisions
will affect the number of spring breakers heading to Panama City Beach, Hart
believes there will not be a much smaller number, but “it really makes people
look at other destinations. You’ve got
South Padre Island, Texas, that aggressively markets to college spring breakers,” Hart said.
Panama City Beach’s experience is
similar to one encountered by numerous spring break hot spots. “It’s kind of a
roller coaster love-hate relationship with
a lot of U.S. destinations and college students,” Hart said.
“These kind[s] of sleepy beach destinations became full-grown cities with fulltime residents that weren’t as interested
in a loud party for a month. The business
owners are all for it, but the local residents that might have a second home or
retirement homes — they’re not all for it.
That’s where the love-hate relationship

MCT

Spring breakers heading to Panama City Beach this March shouldn’t expect the party of the
last two years.
comes in,” Hart said.
Hart cited the Florida cities of Fort
Lauderdale and Daytona Beach as examples of cities that were once spring break
hot spots that grew tired of the problems
that came with the seasonal influx of large
numbers of college students. According
to Hart, South Padre Island experienced a
similar situation in the mid-1990s.
However, money talks, and the financial benefits of being a choice spring
break destination can be a powerful
incentive for cities. “South Padre Island
did a complete about-face and said,
‘Look, we finally are realizing that these
college students … represent future family business, which is what we want to go
after,’” Hart said.
Popular spring break destinations often
want to be family beach destinations, and
their thinking is that “we bring in all these
college students, they have fun, they’ll
consider us as adults,” Hart said.
Hart has not seen a similar change
of heart in Florida destinations so far.
However, due to the slumping real estate
market, cities may be more welcoming to

college spring breakers in the future.
Hart noted that when the economy
is in bad shape, cities are warmer to the
idea of serving as spring break hot spots
so college students can bring in money.
Panama City Beach seems to be an exception to the rule. “It’s kind of interesting.
The economy has dipped…but Panama
City is like, ‘no we’d rather not get into
this,’” he said. With some cities souring
to the idea of large spring break crowds,
Hart said that students are increasingly
looking at non-traditional destinations
like Las Vegas or New Orleans.
“It seems like they want [spring break]
from the revenue standpoint of local
businesses, but then on the other hand,
they don’t like the image that comes with
it,” Hart said. “I take the position of ‘Look,
it is two or three weeks where these students come in and then it’s all over with.’
The local restaurant that you might like
to go to as local resident, they might need
that much revenue to say in business for
the rest of the year. So if [they] don’t have
college students, they might not be able
to make it the rest of the year.”
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Location of fault a major contributing
factor to magnitude of devastation
EARTHQUAKE
continued from page 3

fault system is active, which means that
there is still movement along the faults.
The EPGFZ is the area where the
Caribbean tectonic plate is moving
east past North America towards the
Atlantic Ocean. It is very similar to the
San Andreas Fault in California, where
the Pacific plate is moving north relative
to the North American plate.
The friction as the plates move past
each other is intense, and as they
squeeze by each other in opposite
directions and collide, the area in the
middle — in this case, Haiti — is especially affected.
The earthquake on Jan. 12 measured a
7.0 on the Richter scale. The scale, which
measures the magnitude of an earthquake, ranges from a low of one to a high
of 10. A 7.0 is a major earthquake, but
location, as well as magnitude, matters
for the intensity of damage. The Haitian
earthquake was very shallow — less than
10 miles underground.
“The amount of shaking of the rock
decreases rather dramatically the further you get from the focus of the earthquake. So if it’s deep in the earth, say 100
miles down, the earthquake energy will
have been dispersed somewhat by the
time it reaches the earth’s surface. You
can have a magnitude seven earthquake
which, if it’s a very deep earthquake, can
still be very damaging, but probably not
as damaging as one that is so close to the
earth’s surface,” Gardulski explained.
Another significant factor in the
destruction of Port-au-Prince was the
underlying rock and soil. “Sediment can
shake more than hard rock, and you can
get amplification of waves. If you have
a hard tough rock like granite, it will
certainly shake, but you’re not going
to develop problems like liquefaction
of sediment or landslide damage. And
it sounds like in Haiti there were a lot
of landslide problems because of the
steep slopes there with unconsolidat-

ed, unlithified sediment on the slopes.
And that just gave way. Whole villages
were coming down and being buried,”
Gardulski said.
Many were concerned about whether
or not there would be a tsunami in the
area after the quake, bringing yet more
destruction. While there have been a
number of tsunamis that have resulted
from earthquakes in recent history, there
was little to no chance of one occurring
in Haiti.
“To generate a tsunami you have to
have some abrupt movement vertically
on the sea floor — you have to have a
block of rock move up or drop down,
and that sends a shock wave into the
overlying water. This fault — along
which there was motion in Haiti —
was one where there’s only horizontal
motion, and therefore even if this was
underwater, it’s not generating vertical
motion up and down across the fault.
They did put out a tsunami warning just
after it happened because they didn’t
know yet what kind of earthquake it
was,” Gardulski said.
Places that are hit by earthquakes on
a regular basis have learned to deal with
the instability of the earth on which they
live. Some densely populated countries,
such as Japan, are constantly beset by
earthquakes, but they suffer less damage
because of strict regulations of building
codes. Precautionary procedures such as
the ones in these countries could serve
as valuable examples as Haiti looks to
rebuild in the future.
“One of the things I’m concerned
about personally is the people that are
going to try to rush in there and rebuild.
If they don’t take into account earthquake-mitigating construction guidelines, it doesn’t do you any good to go in
there and rebuild. It’s not a question of if
this is going to happen again. It is going
to happen again, sometime. I’d just like
to encourage people … [to not] put up
more of the same types of buildings that
were there,” Gardulski said.
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American Red Cross

Blood Drive

Jan. 25th, 26th, 28th, 29th 2010
Hodgdon Hall Lounge
Monday, 1/25 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, 1/26 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Carmichael Hall Lounge
Thursday, 1/28 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Friday, 1/29 12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m
Schedule an appointment TODAY: www.Tuftslife.com
*Positive ID Required*Drop-ins are welcome!*Free food!
While the Leonard Carmichael Society
fully supports blood donation, we do not condone the FDA's policy
barring blood donations from men who have had sex with another
man. We acknowledge that this policy discriminates against gay
and bisexual members of the Tufts community.

JUMBO WANTS YOU
TO JOIN THE TUFTS DAILY!
Come to the General Interest Meeting
Wednesday, January 27 in Braker 001, at 9:30 p.m.
Writers, editors, photographers, graphic designers and technology experts welcome!
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TV NEWS

NBC to shuffle late-night lineup, hosts
Following low ratings, Leno may move back into ‘Tonight Show’ slot
BY

REBECCA GOLDBERG
Daily Editorial Board

In 1992, as NBC was deciding whether to hand “The Tonight Show” off to
Jay Leno or David Letterman, Leno
told The New York Times, “I am disappointed. I feel like a guy who has
bought a car from somebody, painted it, fixed it up and made it look
nice and then the guy comes back
and says he promised to sell the
car to his brother-in-law.”
Followers of the NBC Late
Night Kerfuffle of 2010 may
recognize the sentiment.
Leno won that fight with
Letterman, and from 1992
to 2009 he hosted “The
Tonight Show,” NBC’s venerated late-night institution. But when it came
time to step down, Leno
wasn’t keen on retirement.
In a bold move to keep Middle
America’s favorite funnyman from
other networks, NBC offered him a
daily show at 10 p.m. — “The Jay Leno
Show.”
The 10 p.m. decision rocked the television industry. It reduced NBC’s hours
of weekly primetime by five and put
Leno in direct competition with scripted shows on other networks. It was
an unprecedented move for a network
that once filled the 10 p.m. slot with
shows like “E.R.” (1994-2009) and “Law
& Order.”
It also saved the struggling network
boatloads of money; one episode of
an hour-long primetime drama costs
$2 million, which pays for a week’s
worth of “Leno.” Because NBC was saving money, it didn’t have to earn high

ratings to turn a profit.
However, local NBC affiliates rely
on the network’s lead-in ratings for
their local 11 p.m. news
broadcasts. Confidence
in “Leno” was so low
that a handful of
affiliates, including Boston’s WHDH,
threatened not to air
the show.
As decided in a contract negotiation in
2004, Conan O’Brien,
who had followed
Leno with

“ L a t e
Night with Conan
O’Brien” for 11 years, was
awarded “The Tonight Show.”
Under Leno’s helm, “Tonight” consistently beat out Letterman’s “Late Show”
in the ratings, but the switch from Leno’s
friendly humor to O’Brien’s offbeat tone
caused ratings to falter. Around the
same time, Letterman used his show to
address an extortion controversy, which
drew more eyes than usual.
In his seven months fronting
“Tonight,” O’Brien was never able to
regain the ratings lost in the host transition. Meanwhile, “Leno” performed
lower than expected and was beaten in
ratings by “CSI” reruns and FX’s “Sons
of Anarchy.” NBC, already something
of a laughing stock since it fell from its
longtime first place position to fourth
in recent years, earned no respect this

gain an audience.
past fall.
Fundamentally, though, late night
And so, in early January the announcement came that Leno would be moving television is all about viewers’ habits.
out of primetime. “Dateline” and “Law NBC has little left to lose; they know
& Order: SVU” reruns will fill the 10 that Leno was once number one at
p.m. time slot for now, and the network 11:35 p.m., so they’re eager to put him
has ordered 18 new pilots for the fall back. In the short term, Leno is a safe
season. For late night, NBC proposed choice. He famously attracts an older,
a schedule that put Leno back at 11:35 more “Midwestern” audience made up
p.m. with a half-hour version of “The of people who tend to be more faithful
Jay Leno Show,” followed by O’Brien’s viewers.
Though O’Brien’s audience is young“Tonight” at 12:05 a.m. and “Late Night
er, hipper and more coastal, it’s also
with Jimmy Fallon” at 1:05 a.m.
On Jan. 12, O’Brien released a pub- not getting any bigger. More and more,
those hip kids are watching late night
lic missive announcing his feelhighlights on YouTube.com or Hulu.
ings on the proposal. “I sincom, rather than on their televicerely believe
sions.
that delaying
On the other hand, Leno’s audi‘The Tonight
ence is just getting older, and so
Show’ into
is Leno. And as Time’s TV critic
the next day
James Poniewozik pointed out,
to accommo“Some Jay fans … gravitated
date another comover to Dave last summer,
edy program will seriously
and Jay cannot count
damage what I consider to
on them back.”
be the greatest franchise
NBC’s
late
in the history of broadnight situation will
casting,” he wrote. “‘The
continue to be in
Tonight Show’ at 12:05
flux, even as it recovsimply isn’t ‘The Tonight
ers from the masShow.’”
sive upheaval of its
O’Brien’s letter, more
primetime schedule.
so even than NBC’s iniO’Brien’s plans are as
tial
announcement,
yet unknown, though
inspired a flurry of comthere is some unveriments, from TV critics
fied speculation that
and pop culture bloghe will attempt to
gers to the other late
resurrect his show as
night hosts. Outspoken
COURTESY OF MCT
DESIGN BY LEANNE BROTSKY
early as September on
entertainers joined “Team
Conan” in an overwhelming majority, Fox, opposite Leno’s “Tonight.”
Look for Leno to return to “The
echoing O’Brien’s sentiments that NBC
did not do enough to nurture his show Tonight Show” in late February, followor give it time to develop, evolve and ing the Winter Olympics.

BAND PROFILE

The Main Drag blazes alternative trail in music industry
BY JOSH

ZEIDEL

Daily Editorial Board

Boston-based
indie-pop
rockers The Main Drag released
their third album, “You Are
Underwater” (2009), digitally
on Dec. 8 and on CD Jan. 7. The
five-piece group — composed of
Jon Carter (guitar, bass, vocals,
keyboards), John Drake (drums,
vocals), Matt Boch (vocals, guitar, bass, keyboards, trumpet)
and Tufts alumni Adam Arrigo
(LA ’06) (vocals, production,
guitar, keyboards, glockenspiel) and Dan Cardinal (LA ’05)
(bass, engineering) — held a CD
release party at T.T. the Bear’s
Place in Cambridge on Jan. 7
with special guest Spirit Kid.
The Main Drag plans to perform
a few shows during the coming months before launching a
more extensive tour this summer in support of the album.
“You Are Underwater” plays
like a bubbly combination of
The Shins and Postal Service
with a shimmering dollop of
MGMT-style synth layered on
top and just enough psychedelic, Flaming Lips-esque quirk
to keep listeners guessing. The
album unveils seven new songs
plus a remix of an earlier song,
“Jagged Gorgeous Winter,” popularized by its release on the
Rock Band 2 sound track. The
detailed production on each
track seamlessly incorporates a
diverse pileup of sonic textures.
In an interview with the Daily,
Arrigo explained that a lot of
the layering of sounds has to

do with The Main Drag’s compositional style. “Main Drag
songs have always started as
recorded ideas,” he said. “We’ll
send out demos or complete
sessions. We’ll chop up, rearrange and add parts of each
others’ work until the final
song sounds like something
completely different from what
the original demo was.”
“We have to learn our music,
which is sort of a weird thing
for a band to have to do,” Drake
added. “It’s not like we get in a
[practice] room and just start
playing — we have to figure
out how we’re going to play
the songs, if there’s nine guitar
parts or something. We have to
decide what we’re going to play
live, what we’re going to play on
keyboards, what we’re going to
trigger on samples.”
If the band’s compositional
style seems a bit unconventional, their path through the confusing modern music industry
displays an eccentric, successful
ingenuity. Four of the five band
members work at Harmonix
Music Systems, developers of
the Rock Band series of interactive music video-games.
“Rock Band, as a platform,
has definitely expanded our
band’s fan-base exponentially,”
Arrigo said. “We had a song in
Rock Band 2, ‘Jagged Gorgeous
Winter’ … and it really surprised
me after it came out, the number of MySpace hits and weird
YouTube videos. We found this
video of these 10-year-old kids
in the Philippines playing our

FLICKR.COM

“Could we be any more indie?”
song at a county fair.”
In an unconventional move
that further blurs the line
between playing music and listening to it, The Main Drag has
released several songs online
as raw track stems so that any

listener can remix and post
them publicly.
“We’re a pretty free-culture
band; we’d prefer that people be falling in love with our
music rather than not doing so
because they have to buy it,”

Drake said.
With their self-financed
enterprise, independently distributed albums and do-ityourself production mentality,
see MAIN DRAG, page 6
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Out with the old | in with the new

Here’s our list of items that get the boot for 2010, along with
their replacements for the new year:

Out

In

Lady Gaga’s “Paparazzi” (2009)

Ke$ha’s “Animal” (2009)

”The Real World”

“Jersey Shore”

”He’s Just Not That Into You” (2009)

all photos mct

“Valentine’s Day” (2010)

”American Idol”

“Glee”

Classy golfer Tiger Woods

Sleazy cheater Tiger Woods

Julia Roberts

Amy Adams

Vampires

Vampire Weekend’s “Contra” (2010)

”Modern Family”

“Parenthood”

Jay Leno

Conan O’Brien

”Star Trek” (2009)

“Iron Man 2” (2010)

Christian Bale

Sam Worthington

Paula Abdul

Ellen DeGeneres

”Real Housewives”

“Teen Moms”

”Friday Night Lights”

“Blue Mountain State”

Facebook Apps

iPhone Apps

Books

Kindles and Nooks

Skinny jeans

Skinnier jeans

”District 9” (2009)

“Avatar” (2009)

iPhone

Droid

Berets

Fannypack hats
— compiled by the Daily Arts Department

Late Night
Study

Spring 2010
January 21 - May 1
Sunday - Thursday
1:00 a.m.

3:00a.m.*
Courtesy MSO Public Relations

Fridays and Saturdays
9:00 p.m.

Okay, so maybe we did just video-chat the new album into existence…

Midnight*

Band distributes songs through
unconventional channels
MAIN DRAG

continued from page 5

*No Level G /Late Night Study security during

Spring Break, March 19 - March 27, 2010

The Main Drag embodies a burgeoning
segment of the once-exclusive music
business. As the prices of recording
and online promotion and distribution
decline, more and more musicians are
eschewing the traditional major-label
path in the industry.
Going the independent route has its
advantages and disadvantages, according to Drake: “We have complete control over our music, timelines, message,
image and money; but there are still big
hurdles, such as getting in front of larger
audiences, or breaking into markets that
aren’t your home town.”
We pay for our mastering, but we

do all the recording and mixing ourselves, since we’re all fairly competent at
sound engineering,” Arrigo said. “At this
point we don’t need to sign with a small
or mid-sized indie label, because we’re
capable of doing all that ourselves. And
with the Rock Band connection, we have
a means of getting the music out there to
a larger audience.”
The Main Drag will begin touring
the northeast this March, with tour
dates to be posted at their Web site,
www.themaindrag.com. Their albums,
including “You Are Underwater,” are
available through iTunes and Amazon.
com, and some of their most recent
songs can be streamed for free at
www.myspace.com/themaindrag.
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Please join us this afternoon
as Tufts welcomes back
the Beelzebubs from their
successful run on the TV show
The Sing-Off
This special celebration of the entire
student a capella community will take
place TODAY, Thursday, January 21, in
the Carzo Cage in Cousens Gym. Doors
open at 4:30 p.m.; the speaking program
will begin at 5:00 p.m. The event will be
followed by light refreshments and
a brief performance by the Bubs.
This event is sponsored by the Office of the President, Office for
Campus Life, and the Tufts University Alumni Association
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EDITORIAL

Haiti cries for not only supplies, but security
As the poorest country in the
Western Hemisphere, Haiti’s ability
to cope with the massive earthquake
that hit the area on the evening of Jan.
12 is limited. The United States, one of
Haiti’s closest neighbors and the richest country in the Western Hemisphere,
needs to pool its resources and wealth
to give substantial aid to the suffering people of Haiti. So far, the United
States has been actively responding to
the disaster. Both government agencies and non-governmental organizations have been making an effort to
help the Haitian people. Non-profit
organizations such as UNICEF, the
American Red Cross and World Vision
have been seeking donations from the
public to help Haitians and providing direct on-the-ground support in
Port-au-Prince, the country’s capital.
In addition, the U.S. government has
been providing provisions directly to
the people.
In the past year, it seems that the
Republicans and Democrats of both
the House of Representatives and the
U.S. Senate have been unable to agree
on any policies. However, despite their

inability to agree on issues such as
health-care reform, Republicans and
Democrats have been able to see eye
to eye on one thing — that providing
intensive aid to Haiti should be a priority of the U.S. government. Though
the United States has taken initiative and is actively responding to the
disaster, the issue of security has not
yet been properly addressed. To allow
for the provision of effective and farreaching aid, the excessive looting and
overall chaos that has overtaken Portau-Prince needs to be quelled.
According to an article that appeared
in The Washington Post on Jan. 19,
much of the medical care and food
provisions already in the country have
not been making it to the city’s suffering population because the civil
unrest has caused utter chaos in the
streets. The Post said that “security
has emerged as one of the most formidable challenges in this earthquakeshattered capital … limiting the ability of the United Nations and relief
officials from elsewhere to distribute
the food and medicine beginning to
pile up at the airport.” Even though

the U.S. military has come to Haiti to
assist the struggling United Nations
peacekeepers, the efforts have been
focused primarily on distributing supplies rather than securing the situation.
Because people are too afraid to
leave their few possessions to seek
medical care and food, they are dying
of starvation or of wounds that could
be taken care of by relief workers.
Without securing the city, the medical
supplies and food sources cannot get
to the people; effectively controlling
the chaos needs to be the top priority
of the U.S. military.
The U.S. government’s efforts to aid
the Haitian people in the wake of
the 7.0 magnitude earthquake that
destroyed Port-au-Prince have been
laudable. Unlike with its response to
Hurricane Katrina, the government
has taken immediate action to alleviate some of the suffering that ensued
after the quake. If the U.S. military can
further secure Port-au-Prince, then
the distribution of aid will be a much
smoother process, and aid will reach a
far greater segment of the population.
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FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Keeping tradition
To all of our readers, welcome back
and happy 2010!
While many of us were taking it easy
over the holidays, the never-ending
news cycle didn’t seem to get the memo
that it was vacation time. Since our last
issue came out on Dec. 11, a lot has happened both on and off the Hill.
The Tufts Beelzebubs took the prize
for second place in NBC’s “The Sing-Off,”
Tufts has become involved in a sexual
harassment lawsuit and an earthquake
has devastated thousands in Haiti.
Thanks to our dedicated editorial staff,
the Daily managed to cover these stories
and others, despite the fact that our print
edition was taking a hiatus. And now as
the semester is getting under way, we’re
back and ready to continue bringing you
the latest in Tufts news every day.
As is the Daily’s standard, we will only
be printing issues every other day for
the first two full weeks of classes. Many
people think the Daily does this so that
we editors can take our time getting
acclimated to the new semester — but,
in reality, we’re just trying to ensure that
you are able to pay attention in class for

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the Editorial Page editors,
and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and
graphics does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

the first couple of weeks. We all know
that as soon as we go daily, it’s goodbye
professor, hello Jumble. As always, we’re
just looking out for you.
If asked, many people would tell you
that the print media industry is a dying
one. And in some ways they’re probably right. In an age when news is free
and available online 24/7, the concept
of financing a daily print newspaper is
becoming less and less feasible. While
we at the Daily have certainly had our
share of financial woes, we are nevertheless dedicated to continuing the tradition that our Daily forefathers began
way back in ye olde 1980. As we continue to improve our online coverage and
rev up the Daily’s new media content,
our number one priority will always
be to print a newspaper every day that
brings you the most up-to-date, objective and accurate coverage we can possibly provide.
As we promise to do everything we
can to hold up our end of the journalistic bargain, we encourage you, the Tufts
community, to help make our paper
better by getting involved as well. Fed

up with a campus policy? Write about
it. Send your submission to oped@tuftsdaily.com and we’ll print it for you. Have
a problem with our coverage? Send a
letter to editor@tuftsdaily.com or give
us a call at 617-627-3090. Or for those of
you who are feeling particularly friendly,
stop by our office in the basement of
Curtis Hall and say hello. If it’s after 4
p.m. (that’s what time we wake up), we’ll
be there!
Of course the best way to get involved
with the Daily is to join us. We’re always
looking for new members, and there are
opportunities to get involved in fields
ranging from traditional news reporting to mastering the art of new media.
Come to our general interest meeting
on Jan. 27 at 9:30 p.m. in Braker 001 to
learn more.
Thanks, as always, for helping keep
the Daily tradition alive. We’re looking forward to an exciting news-filled
semester, and we hope you are too!
Sincerely,
Kerianne Okie
Editor-in-Chief

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 4 p.m. and should be handed
into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com. All letters must be word processed and
include the writer’s name and telephone number. There is a 350-word limit and letters must
be verified. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy is subject
to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief, Executive Board
and Executive Business Director. A publication schedule and rate card are available upon request.

THE TUFTS DAILY

Thursday, January 21, 2010

9

OP-ED

A wintry welcome
BY

BRANDON RATTINER

Peering out my window, staring at the iced-over
ground, I often wonder why I didn’t attend a university someplace warm. Imagine being able to go to the
beach right now, or just being in a situation that doesn’t
require four different layers to stay warm. Alas, for better or worse, we are stuck in frosty New England for the
next few months, trying to forget the temperature by
staying involved in classes, clubs and friendships.
For me, fighting the weather has always been a
very good metaphor for the spring semester. Unlike
the fall, a time of fresh starts and new goals, I have
always viewed the spring as a test of my resilience.
Whether it is keeping up good grades or improving from a disappointing fall, learning how to cope
and deal with friends who are abroad, figuring out a
potential career or internship or just keeping motivated after a long break, the spring term is full of
challenges. Compound this with a lack of fun breaks
or holidays like Homecoming or Halloween, and the
long march through winter seems to last forever.
But after all of the struggle, that first day of spring
is certainly worth it. When the weather turns, and you
find yourself always outside on the lawn or quad, an
indescribable happiness sweeps throughout campus,
culminating in the always anticipated Spring Fling.
So fight on, because I assure you it’s worth it. More
importantly, I promise that the Tufts Community
Union ( TCU) Senate will stay resilient and continue
to work hard to improve Tufts.
Last semester, the TCU Senate met with unprecedented success. I want to publicly thank all of the
senators for working so hard last semester. Each
committee accomplished a major goal — reshaping
the university’s alcohol policy, helping move course
evaluations online, examining minority representation on the Senate, hosting an intercollegiate summit
at Tufts, creating a surplus endowment, not funding
a project that angers half of the school (joke), making progress in reforming pre-major advising, and
starting a successful lecture series with our own
professors. Again, I would like to thank the senators
and other members of the executive board who have
already far surpassed my expectations.
In spite of this success, the Senate will continue
to work hard to better the school this semester.
Addressing the off-campus community, communication between student leaders and clubs, minority student recruitment at Tufts, the sexual assault
policy and other issues are all on the radar screen of
your representatives. This year’s Senate is committed
to leaving this school in a better place than it was a
year ago, and we will continually strive to do such.

DAILY FILE PHOTO

If you are not satisfied with this list of accomplishments or goals, I encourage you to get to know your
senators and tell them.
We are always looking for ways to get the student
body’s input and work on projects that are important to everyone at the school. Please do not be a
stranger to the TCU Senate because I promise that
if you come to us with a request, we will all do our
best to accommodate it. Moreover, this semester will
see a renewed push for Senate transparency. Let us
know if it is working. Our meetings on Sunday night
are open, and with administrators coming to speak
with us regularly in the spring, we encourage you to
come or submit questions that we can ask them. Our
agendas will be published online this semester just
to ensure that you can stop by if we are discussing an
issue that is of particular importance to you.
In the end, I’m thrilled to go to school in our little

New England icebox. Tufts has so much to offer, and
if the weather is the only real concern, we should
all think about how good we actually have it here.
Personally, I am beyond excited to see what this
semester brings and see what the TCU Senate is able
to accomplish. Thank you again for allowing me the
opportunity to help make life at Tufts better for you,
and speaking on behalf of the entire Senate, we are
all so grateful that we get to serve a student body
as appreciative and involved as the one here. Let us
know if there is anything we can ever do, and I promise you that this year’s Senate will continue to make
sure that our experience in Medford/Somerville stays
warm and enjoyable.
Brandon Rattiner is a senior majoring in political science
and philosophy. He is president of the TCU Senate.

Advancing science education at Tufts University
BY

MICHAEL SHUSTERMAN

The traditional focus of a science
major curriculum at Tufts University
has been on the provision of a foundation in the fundamental precepts
of a scientific discipline. Introductory
courses are designed to offer the necessary tools for students to succeed
in the assimilation of more sophisticated upper-level material. Laboratory
courses are interspersed within the
coursework to offer a basic understanding of scientific methodology. To
a large extent this model has been successful in training both future scientists and scientifically oriented professionals, but the model is lacking in two
essential areas: research literacy and
community involvement.
Science is based primarily upon
advancements in basic research and
the subsequent communication of
material through published research
papers for the scientific community.
For scientists, the ability to read, evaluate and discuss research within a given
field is a key component of advanced
scientific literacy and mastery of the
material. Some gain this skill through
dedicated research endeavors, but it
cannot be expected that every science major will be interested or able
to commit themselves to such experiences. However, the skill of evaluating
research by applying basic principles
learned in lectures is valuable both for
future scientists and any individual
seeking to go into any area of study
that requires critical thought and evaluation of complex material. Yet there
is no consistent requirement among
science majors to include courses
designed to teach science majors how

to evaluate research, analyze methods,
compare basic statistical procedures
and produce critiques of this research.
The introduction of required seminars into major curricula designed to
fulfill these goals would address this
need. This is not an abstract or undoable goal. In the history department,
for example, majors are required to
take two seminar courses: a foundation course and a research seminar
oriented toward providing grounding
in principles of historiography and
research. Science departments need
not follow this precise model in establishing seminar courses, but could easily incorporate foundation elements
into introductory courses while creating and offering an array of upper level
seminars every semester. Some of the
current introductory science courses,
notably Biology 13 and 14, already
seek to expose students to the basics
of understanding and producing scientific laboratory reports. These efforts
should be continued, refined and replicated across the foundation courses in
other departments.
Upper-level research seminars
should be required of science majors
who meet foundation prerequisites.
These courses should be designed to
emphasize information gained in lower
level courses and to employ it toward
the understanding of primary scientific literature. However, the seminars
should not simply throw students into
the reading of papers, but first establish an in-depth understanding of how
papers should be analyzed, which areas
should be focused on and how material
should be interpreted. Seminars can
be focused in a variety of fields and
taught in multiple ways, but the over-

arching goal should be that students
gain a deeper appreciation and applicability of the knowledge that they
have gained in earlier classes. If implemented correctly, a seminar requirement will enhance critical scientific
thought, writing skills and research
literacy among science majors.
Whereas research literacy would
solidify the effectiveness of the traditional curriculum, community involvement serves a more intangible purpose and should not be a compulsory
requirement. In a society faced with
increasingly complex scientific questions that require greater general scientific literacy, it is critical for scientists
to reach out to the public. At a university focused on active citizenship and
the translation of theory into practice,
it is equally important for scientists to
communicate with the community at
large. In a Tufts Daily opinion piece
from Dec. 10, 2009, Sophia Cedola and
Dan Slate noted a nascent program
organized by the Experimental College
and Citizen Schools that has the goal
of engaging volunteers in bringing science education to middle schools. This
is an excellent start, but more can be
done to promote these initiatives.
Science departments should seek
ways to actively engage undergraduates
and faculty in programs and projects
which will promote science literacy and
education both among the Tufts community and the surrounding region as a
whole. For instance, there are currently
no regular lecture series or events held
to promote general science knowledge
or awareness. Current department seminars and programs are effective at conveying information in a formal manner to a specialized audience, but are

inaccessible to the broader community.
Furthermore, education initiatives, like
Citizen Schools, are not broadly advertised or promoted by departments. In
fact, how many readers know about the
excellent Tufts Web site on Community
Outreach (http://www.outreach.tufts.
edu) that details many of the outreach
activities available to students?
It is not implausible for science
departments to create monthly newsletters within or across departments that
advertise and support various programs
and events, nor is it infeasible for faculty
members to organize regular lectures
for a general audience on their areas
of research. Even seemingly esoteric
research topics can provide fascinating
insights into areas ranging from cosmology to evolution. Among the hundreds
of scientists at Tufts there are certainly
those who could present understandable
lectures on pertinent topics in evolution,
climate science, nutrition, genetics,
energy policy, stem cells, etc. Both the
undergraduate community and the surrounding Medford and Somerville communities would profit from increased
awareness and knowledge.
The current major requirements for
science majors and departmental initiatives have done a commendable job
of educating proficient and qualified
science majors. There is no reason to
believe that improvements on the current model would not advance both
standard major education and general
science literacy.
Michael Shusterman is a senior majoring
in biology and history. He is the editor-inchief of TuftScope Journal of Health, Ethics,
and Policy.

OP-ED POLICY The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Op-Ed welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles
on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to appear in The Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later
than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material must be submitted via e-mail (oped@tuftsdaily.com) attached in .doc or .docx format. Questions and concerns should be directed to the Op-Ed editors. The
opinions expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of The Tufts Daily itself.
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The answers to today’s puzzle will be
in tomorrow’s paper.

MARRIED TO THE SEA

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Making it through the first week of class without the Sudoku.

LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
The answers to today’s puzzle will be
in tomorrow’s paper.

Grianneyn Lamb Okowitz
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Women’s Basketball Preview

Tufts faces pair of top-25 teams in critical NESCAC weekend
by Sapna

Bansil

Daily Editorial Board

All it took was two games for
the women’s basketball team
to realize just what’s in store
for it this NESCAC season.
Tufts opened up the conference portion of its schedule
last weekend against a Williams
team that finished eighth out of
10 in the NESCAC in 2009 and
a Middlebury squad that finished ninth. But even though
the Jumbos were perhaps as
hot as they’ve ever been — they
carried the nation’s 11th ranking and a 12-game winning
streak, both of which were tied
for program bests, into Friday’s
conference opener — the Ephs
and Panthers still managed to
give them two of the four closest games of their season.
Williams proved to be an
especially difficult opponent,
scoring 12 of the game’s first 14
points, building up a 13-point
halftime cushion and making
just enough plays in the end
— including a buzzer-beating
layup by freshman forward
Claire Baecher — to escape
with a 59-57 victory. The setback put a sudden end to Tufts’
winning streak and dropped
the team to 16th in the most
recent national poll.
“The league has gotten a lot
better since last year, and teams
have gotten stronger,” coach
Carla Berube said. “I think both
Williams and Middlebury were
definitely much improved over
last year. They played hard and
they played well, and that’s
why those games were tight
and very competitive. I think

more so than in previous years,
every NESCAC game is going to
be competitive.”
Having seen how much some
of the league’s 2009 bottomfeeders progressed in the span
of one year, the Jumbos will
now get a glimpse of what some
of this season’s top contenders look like. In what promises
to be a spirited weekend of
conference play, Tufts is set to
host a pair of critical NESCAC
showdowns in Cousens Gym,
beginning with a matchup
against national No. 25 Colby
tomorrow evening and ending
with a contest against No. 13
Bowdoin Saturday afternoon.
The high-caliber competition heading to Medford will
serve as yet another reminder
that 2010 is on its way to being
the most cutthroat season in
the conference’s history.
“That’s something that coach
[Berube] has been stressing:
just how strong the league is
and how we need to be prepared to go into this next half
of our season with a different mindset than we had with
our previous opponents, with a
different mindset than in previous years,” junior tri-captain
Colleen Hart said. “Every team
can compete, and we really
can’t take anyone lightly.”
Colby and Bowdoin opened
their respective conference
slates against each other last
Saturday. Unranked at the
time, the Mules made a statement by going on the road and
knocking off the then-No. 8
Polar Bears, a victory that propelled them into the top 25 and
added some validity to a hot

Scott Tingley/Tufts Daily

Sophomore guard Tiffany Kornegay and the women’s basketball team will face two ranked opponents this
weekend in Cousens Gym. The Jumbos are currently 1-1 in the NESCAC.
early start that was achieved
largely against a soft schedule.
Indeed, Colby has been an
on-the-rise program in the
NESCAC for about a full calendar year, grabbing attention
last season with a narrow victory over Tufts and a one-point

loss to conference heavyweight
Amherst.
While the Mules are entering this weekend with a great
deal of momentum, the Polar
Bears have sputtered a bit of
late, losing two of their last
four games, surviving a close

ice Hockey

Jumbos blast Suffolk in mid-week matchup
By Adam Pardes
Daily Staff Writer

Following a disappointing Friday and
Saturday that featured NESCAC losses
to both Hamilton College and Amherst

0 1 0
2 3 2

see WOMEN’S BASKETBALL, page 14

Men’s Basketball

Comeback falls
short in final
minutes
by

ICE HOCKEY
(8-5-1, 4-4-1 NESCAC)
at Valley Forum II, Tuesday
Suffolk		
Tufts		

contest against Bates on Jan.
7 and overcoming a halftime
deficit against Hamilton five
days later. Still, the defending
conference champions, who
have been the gold standard

David Heck

Daily Editorial Board

In the race for Massachusetts’ vacant seat in
the Senate, Republican candidate and former
captain of the Tufts men’s basketball team Scott

— 1
— 7

College, the Tufts hockey team rebounded
on Tuesday night with a 7-1 trouncing over
Suffolk University, perhaps taking out some
frustration after the winless weekend.
The Jumbos bounced back to gain
some much-needed momentum going
into their make-or-break swing against
conference foes Bowdoin and Colby this
coming weekend.
“As an outsider looking at the two scores
from the weekend, you’d probably think
[the team] would be really down,” senior
forward Cory Korchin said. “But from our
standpoint, we played Amherst really well
and the game against Hamilton was a learning experience.”
If they took anything away from last
weekend’s 2-0 loss to Amherst and 7-3 blasting by Hamilton, it was how to take their
aggression and anger and channel it toward
their performance on the ice. Tuesday
night’s contest at the Malden Palace featured a wild but one-sided matchup with
the non-conference Rams. Sixty minutes
of play brought a total of eight goals and
nearly 100 penalty minutes.
Junior Tom Derosa opened the scoring
for the Jumbos halfway through the first,
cashing in on a rebound given up by Rams
junior goaltender Ryan Mula. The second

MEN’S BASKETBALL
(3-11, 0-2 NESCAC)
at Cousens Gym, Monday
Tufts		
WNEC		

43 — 64
34 — 72

Sophomore forward Evan Story notched
his first and second goals of the season
in a third period which saw 19 penalties
called. The Rams’ frustration finally boiled
over when Tufts sophomore goalie Scott
Barchard took a Suffolk player’s stick to
the head, causing senior Jay McNamara to
come in on relief for just the second time
this season.
McNamara picked up right where
Barchard left off, stopping the four shots
he faced between the pipes. This came
on the heels of his best performance of
the year, when the senior entered to help

Brown (LA ’81) far exceeded expectations and
bested Democratic opponent Martha Coakley
in an election few thought he had a chance
to win just weeks ago. Perhaps the man once
known as “Downtown” Scotty Brown could
give a few pointers to his old squad.
The men’s basketball team, coming off two
consecutive seasons in which it failed to make
the NESCAC playoffs, was not expected to
be too formidable this season, and so far the
Jumbos are proving the naysayers correct. The
team has a record of just 3-11, with its latest
setback coming at home against Western New
England College (WNEC) by a score of 72-64.
The loss was the Jumbos’ fourth straight, and
their 16th in their past 19 games dating back to
last season.
For most of the second half, it looked like
WNEC would cruise to a convincing victory.
The Golden Bears led by as many as 25 at one
point, and with just under 10 minutes left in

see HOCKEY, page 14

see MEN’S BASKETBALL, page 15

Annie Wermiel/Tufts Daily

Sophomore Matt Amico tallied a goal and two assists in Tuesday’s 7-1 win over Suffolk. The
forward was one of five Tufts players to record at least three points in the victory.
goal of the game, generated by a beautiful
side-step at the point by freshman Trevor
John, saw sophomore Matt Amico providing the finishing touches in the crease to
give the Jumbos a 2-0 lead going into the
first intermission.
In the second period, John added a
goal of his own, as well as picking up a
power play assist on Derosa’s hat-trick goal,
the junior’s second of the period, which
stretched Tufts’ lead to 5-0. Suffolk finally
stopped the bleeding with just over a minute to play in the second period when
sophomore Nate Linard fed senior forward
Pat Welch on a two-on-one for the Rams’
lone goal of the contest.

21
38
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We do plenty of math, but this is one of our favorite equations.
The D. E. Shaw group is a highly successful investment and technology development ﬁrm, with
a team that comes from a wide range of backgrounds. A robotics guru. A trampoline champion.
An operatic mezzo-soprano. And a lot of people who excel in subjects ranging from art history
and literature to math and CS.
We’re looking for similarly creative but pragmatic people: articulate, curious, and driven. Our
work environment is challenging but surprisingly ﬂexible—from the clothes you wear to the time
you get to the ofﬁce, it’s pretty much up to you. And we compensate our extraordinary people
extraordinarily well.

Application deadline January 24
On-campus interviews February 3
The D. E. Shaw group will host on-campus interviews for select positions on February 3. To submit
an application, please visit:

www.deshaw.com/recruit/jobs/OC/Tufts
Please note that you must apply both through Career Connect and our Web site. All applications
must be received by January 24.

Members of the D. E. Shaw group do not discriminate in employment matters on the basis of race, color, religion, gender,
pregnancy, national origin, age, military service eligibility, veteran status, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, or any
other protected class.

www.deshaw.com/recruit/jobs/OC/Tufts
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MEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING

WOMEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING

Tufts comes up short of upsetting Tired Jumbos drop
powerhouse Williams
two in return from trip
BY

BY JESSE WEINBERG

BEN KOCHMAN

Daily Editorial Board

Daily Staff Writer

The men’s swimming and diving team returned from a lengthy
layoff last Saturday to finish second at a tri-meet in Middletown,
Conn. against Wesleyan and
Williams. While the Jumbos dominated the Cardinals 217-82, the
team fell short by 45 points to
the six-time defending NESCAC
champion Ephs.
Saturday’s meet was an important opportunity for the Jumbos
to measure themselves against
what appears to be the strongest
and deepest team in the league.
Williams is the clear favorite to take
the NESCAC title once again, but
this year’s Jumbo squad aspires to
end the Ephs’ lengthy reign at the
year-end championship meet in
late February.
“Williams has been a top team
for the last seven or eight years, so
this result wasn’t necessarily unexpected,” said senior quad-captain
Lawrence Chan, who took first
place in the 100-yard breaststroke
on Saturday and was also a part
of Tufts’ first-place 200-yard medley relay team. “We knew that we
could swim with [the Ephs], and a
difference of 40 points really isn’t
that bad. It really could have swung
between us either way.”
The Tufts diving team continued its stellar season on Saturday,
with senior quad-captain Rob
Matera scoring first in both the
1- and 3-meter events, and junior
Trevor Stack finishing third in the
1-meter event.
With Saturday’s wins, Matera
remained undefeated in the 12
events he has entered in 2009-10.

After returning from a winter
training trip in Florida on Jan.
15, the Tufts women’s swimming and diving team immediately entered the waters, opening the second half of its season the next day in a NESCAC
tri-meet against host Wesleyan
and national powerhouse
Williams, ultimately falling to
both squads.
While the Jumbos, who lost
162-137 to the Cardinals and
175-115 to the Ephs, were tired
from the return from their
recent training trip, Tufts dominated the competition on the
diving boards. Senior Lindsey
Gardel won the 1-meter platform dive and finished second
in the 3-meter dive, while freshman Noa Palmon contributed
with a strong third-place performance on the 3-meter boards.
“We were all exhausted from
the training trip,” Gardel said.
“None of us had our best performances because we were all
so tired.”
In the swimming events,
senior tri-captain Meredith
Cronin finished second in the
200-yard backstroke and swam
the opening leg of the 400yard freestyle relay, in which
the combination of Cronin,
freshman Lizz Grainger, junior
Maureen O’Neill and sophomore Courtney Adams also
earned a second place finish.
The Jumbos also had a strong
showing in the 100-yard butterfly, in which sophomore
Katie Russell rang in second,

DAILY FILE PHOTO

Junior Andrew Altman and the men’s swimming and diving team split the
Jumbos’ first tri-meet since returning from winter break, easily handling
Wesleyan but falling to NESCAC powerhouse Williams.
While most of Matera’s victories
have been routine, Saturday’s
meet presented the biggest challenge of his senior campaign yet.
The Trumbull, Conn. native just
barely kept his perfect season alive,
escaping with a win in the 1-meter
event by less than one point against
Wesleyan’s Gianfranco Galluzzo.
“Winning was pretty big, since
most of the top divers in the league
were there,” said Matera. “It was
probably the three strongest diving
programs in the NESCAC, so it was
great to see so many great divers
throwing all of these new dives.”
The Jumbos won five events
overall at Wesleyan, including the
Chan-led relay, which also featured
senior Patrick Kinsella, sophomore

E.J. Testa and junior Gordy Jenkins.
Kinsella also added to the Tufts
victory tally by touching first in the
100-yard butterfly.
Next up for the Jumbos is the
annual Senior Recognition Meet,
which will take place in Medford
against MIT this Saturday. The team
will compete at home for the first
time since November. The seniors
have been looking forward to the
weekend, a celebration of four
years of hard work and a chance
for parents and siblings to visit and
participate in the festivities.
“It’s really nice for the seniors,”
Chan said. “There’s going to be lots
of parents and siblings there, and
it’s always good to be back in our
home pool.”

closely followed by classmate
Valerie Eacret. Fellow sophomore Paulina Ziolek also had a
strong showing in the 100-yard
breaststroke, finishing in third
place and under a second out of
the runner-up slot.
Tufts was returning from
Florida before making a
subsequent trip down to
Connecticut. During the training trip, the team worked hard
in the unusually cold Fort
Lauderdale winter, with two-aday practices both in the pool
and on dry land. The Jumbos
used the trip to develop and
enhance team unity, and to get
into better physical condition.
“It was really cold, and we
weren’t in the pool as often as
we were used to, so it wasn’t as
helpful as it had been in years
past,” Gardel said.
The Jumbos will also be
buoyed by the return of juniors
O’Neill and Megan Kono this
semester. The duo should help
Tufts in the middle distance
and sprint events and aid the
Jumbos’ depth across the roster.
“We have a lot of our juniors
returning from abroad, so
hopefully this will help with our
performances down the road,”
said Gardel.
The next meet for Tufts is
against rival MIT on Saturday at
the Hamilton Pool.
“This is one of our favorite
meets of the season, against
MIT at Tufts, and we have
been looking forward to it,”
Gardel said. “MIT have a very
good team, so it will be a
good challenge.”

MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD

WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD

Top milers shine at
home invitational

Jones leaps to NCAA qualifying
mark, Tufts wins first home meet

BY

LAUREN FLAMENT

Daily Editorial Board

While many of Tufts’ teams
returned early from winter recess
to compete, the men’s track and
field team took its time. When they
finally returned to campus, the
Jumbos emerged victorious with a
win at the Tufts Invitational I, which
they hosted at the Gantcher Center
last Saturday. With 239 points, Tufts
paced a field of eight teams and was
80 points better than second-place
UMass Lowell.
The Jumbos clinched many victories in the meet, securing several
New England qualifiers with many
personal best marks for the athletes.
“It’s an early season meet …. but
we had really good performances
across the board,” senior quad-captain Billy Hale said. “The fact that
all the events are clicking while [it’s
still] early on in the season is showing, and it’s exciting to see how we’re
going to perform in the championship meets just based on the overall strong performances from every
event group.”
Hale and fellow senior quad-captain Jared Engelking both won their
events with personal-best marks
just short of the national provisional
qualifiers. To take their respective
events, Engelking ran a time of 7.79
seconds in the 55-meter hurdles
and Hale posted a 4:18.97 mark in
the 1-mile run.
The Jumbos also won the 600meter run when senior Scott
Brinkman finished in 1:24.56, winning by just over a half-second.
Classmate Jason Hanrahan also
took home a victory, finishing the
1000-meter run in a time of 2:33.36,

placing first by over a second.
Other Tufts victories included
senior Isaiah Paramore in the high
jump at a height of 1.91 meters and
junior Sam Read, who cleared a
height of 4.34 meters in the pole
vault.
Sophomore Scott McArthur took
the 5000-meter run in 15:29.68 and
was closely followed by junior teammate Chris Brunnquell, who rang
in at 15:31.18. Both times were personal bests.
Accompanying Hale in the mile
were four other Jumbos finishing in
the top six, all of whom posted times
under 4:30. Senior Matt Tirrell took
second in the race in 4:24.39.
“[It] says a lot about the depth of
our distance squad,” Hale said. “We
had a lot of guys that came up from
the mile and guys that came down
for the mile and guys whose event is
the mile. There were a lot of strong
performances by both the veteran
runners and by the new runners. It
demonstrates that we have a lot of
depth in the middle distance and
distance events.
“We had a really great week of
practice leading up to Tufts I,” he
continued. “We were having some
really hard workouts, and that really
showed that people put in some
time over the month that we had off,
and as a captain, that is exactly what
you want to see... It’s easy to take off
a little time over the winter holidays,
but people showed some serious
discipline, and that is really going to
pay off in the later season meets.”
The Jumbos next hit the track
Saturday at the Wheaton Invitational
before splitting up the squad the
following weekend at Boston
University’s Terrier Classic and the
Bowdoin Invitational.

BY JEREMY

GREENHOUSE

Daily Editorial Board

The women’s track and field
team won its first home invitational on Saturday behind the
strength of six overall winners.
Sophomore Nakeisha Jones
headed the field by posting an
NCAA provisional qualifying distance in the triple jump.
Jones, an indoor AllAmerican in the triple last winter, jumped 37’5”, clearing the
NCAA provisional standard by
over half a foot.
“I was happy with the win, but
I was expecting a better jump,”
Jones said. “I’ve been training
hard. I just thought I would
have done better. But I’m happy
with the result, and I can always
improve. It’s just the first meet,
so I guess I’m satisfied, but not
overjoyed.”
Tufts edged out Division II
UMass Lowell by 22 points, finishing with a total of 199 points
on the day. The competition was
the first of three held at Gantcher
Center this season. Last year, the
Jumbos finished second at the
first Tufts Invitational.
On Saturday Junior Andrea
Caruth won the 400-meter
dash with a time of 1:04.76. The
Jumbos also won the 4x400meter relay event in 4:13.08.
In the 800-meter run, sophomore Kayley Pettoruto eked out a
win by tenths of a second, crossing the finish line in 2:29.16.
Again, the Jumbos captured the
4x800 relay event, needing only
to top two UMass Lowell squads,
which Tufts did handily by ten
seconds.

COURTESY DAN GROSSMAN/MAPLE LEAF PHOTOS

Freshman Kelly Allen competes in the weight throw at the Dartmouth
Relays Jan. 10th. Allen, the lone Jumbo at the event, was 20th in the
weight throw and 10th in the shot put.
Sophomores Sadie Lansdale
and Kelsey Picciuto ran together in the 5,000 meter run, both
seeding with official times of
19:45.00. In Saturday’s final race,
Lansdale edged out her teammate in the finals by .04 seconds
to get the win.
In addition to the six victories,
a couple Jumbos suffered narrow
defeats. Junior Amy Wilfert, Tufts’
top distance runner, lost the
3000-meter run by .05 seconds.
Meanwhile, senior Julia Feltus’
hurl fell a centimeter short of
first place in the weight throw.
Freshman Kelly Allen was the
lone Tufts athlete to compete
at the Dartmouth Relays the

week prior, and she performed
admirably as the top Division III
contestant in the shot put. Allen
placed 10th out of 27 entrants
with her heave of 37’1”, a mark
she improved upon by over two
feet at the Tufts Invitational. She
also placed 20th out of 30 participants in the weight throw.
“She did very well,” Jones said.
“She improved her distance from
37 feet to over 39, so that was
pretty outstanding.”
Up next for Tufts is theWheaton
Invitational this Saturday.
“At Wheaton, I’m hoping to
automatically qualify for nationals to get that out of the way,”
Jones said.
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INSIDE THE NFL

Super Bowl trips on the line in New Orleans, Indianapolis
BY

ETHAN LANDY

Daily Editorial Board

One
conference
championship
matchup was penciled in correctly in
the middle of the season. The other is a
bit more of a surprise, unless of course
you are Rex Ryan.
This weekend’s final four will
include the top two seeds in the NFC
— the Minnesota Vikings and the New
Orleans Saints — and the Indianapolis
Colts, who host a New York Jets team
that upset the San Diego Chargers last
Sunday, 17-14.
In the AFC, the surprising Jets — who
Ryan, New York’s head coach, boisterously proclaimed should be the Super
Bowl favorite — will be looking to win
their third straight on the road as they
come into Lucas Oil Stadium brimming with confidence. This game will
be a rematch of the Jets’ 29-15 Week 16
victory, a game ingrained in the minds
of Colts fans after coach Jim Caldwell’s
decision to sit Peyton Manning and
many of the Colts starters, giving up
a chance to keep the team’s perfect
record intact.
Though the Colts finished 14-2 and
were dominant last weekend in a 20-3
victory over the Baltimore Ravens,
Manning and company will not intimidate the Jets. Ryan has his team believing that it can win a Super Bowl on
the strength of its dominating defense
and top-ranked rushing attack. With
rookie running back Shonn Greene
emerging to give the team fresh legs
alongside stalwart Thomas Jones and
the defense shutting down a dynamic
Chargers offense in the second half last
weekend, the Jets are playing their best
football at the right time of year.
Despite New York’s recent success,
Indianapolis, on the shoulders of MVP
Manning, is still the team to beat in
the AFC. And if Jets fans were worried about the Colts’ passing attack,
they might want to be a little more
concerned about breaking through the
Colts’ defense.
The Ravens came into Indy last
weekend with a similar game plan to
what the Jets will want to do: run the
football and stop the Colts’ passing
game. But Indianapolis’ front seven
held the Ravens’ potent rushing attack
to just 87 yards, forcing quarterback
Joe Flacco to try to win the game with
his arm.
Indianapolis will hope to do the
same versus the Jets and use rookie
Mark Sanchez to lead his team to a victory. Sanchez has not had to do much
while becoming the second rookie
quarterback to win two playoff games,
but he has made the big throws when
the Jets have needed it. If the Colts’
defense shuts down the running game
like it did against Baltimore, New York

MCT

Safety Jim Leohnard and the Jets defense stymied the Chargers’ high-powered offense during Sunday’s AFC divisional round matchup. New
York scored a 17-14 upset victory to advance to the conference championship game for the first time since 1998.
will have to rely on Sanchez to generate
more offensive potential for his team.
The most interesting aspect of this
game, however, will be how the Colts
decide to attack the Jets’ defense. With
stalwart cornerback Darrelle Revis
likely to blanket Reggie Wayne, the
Colts will have to look to their other
receivers, like rookies Pierre Garcon
and Austin Collie, to have big days. If
the Colts make like the Chargers and
decline to even challenge Revis, tight
end Dallas Clark will probably be the
focus of the passing game.
The Jets might be the Cinderella
team, as they are the only Wild Card
entry left in the running, but each of
the last four teams has earned the right
to play in the conference championship. And with a trip to the Super Bowl
in Miami on the line, no team wants
to see its season fall just short of the
ultimate stage.
Both teams that advanced to the NFC
title game are coming off dominating
home wins. The Vikings cruised to a
34-3 victory over the Dallas Cowboys,
a team many had pegged as a likely
Super Bowl victor with its December

success, while the Saints thrashed the
Arizona Cardinals in the Superdome
45-14.
Despite a less-than-stellar day from
Adrian Peterson, Brett Favre and the
Minnesota offense carved up a Dallas
defense that had allowed just 14 total
points in its last three games. The
tandem of Favre and receiver Sidney
Rice combined for three touchdowns
on the day, as Dallas had no answer
for the Vikings’ passing attack. The
Minnesota defense, led by a standout
effort from defensive end Ray Edwards,
was even more impressive, constantly
pressuring Tony Romo and holding the
Cowboys to just a single field goal.
That pressure will be necessary when
the Vikings head to New Orleans on
Sunday. Drew Brees and the Saints tore
through the Cardinals’ defense last
weekend, finding their rhythm after a
slump at the end of the regular season
in which they went from being undefeated to losing their last three games.
The turnaround can largely be
attributed to the sudden emergence
of Reggie Bush, who finally looked like
the highly-touted running back he was

expected to be coming out of USC in
2006. In arguably his best performance
as a pro, Bush tallied 84 yards on just
five carries and had 217 all-purpose
yards in the season’s biggest game.
The Saints were able to limit the
Cardinals’ big-play offense, and the
New Orleans defense was back to making plays like it did earlier in the season
when the Saints looked unstoppable.
The Saints were ready for the Cardinals
passing attack last weekend, and will
surely key in on Rice and attempt to
make Favre spread the ball around. If
Peterson can have a greater impact,
the focus the Saints will have to place
on the running game could open up
things for Favre.
The X-factor in this game, however,
could be the Saints’ home-field advantage. While the Vikings were a perfect 9-0 at home, a trip to the Super
Bowl goes through the Bayou State.
Minnesota seems to be an entirely
different team on the road, and the
Superdome has become one of the
toughest places to play. If the Saints
jump out to an early lead, it could be
curtains for Favre and the Vikings.

Crucial weekend ahead for
seventh-place Jumbos

Colby and Bowdoin’s height might present
matchup problems

HOCKEY

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

continued from page 11

limit the damage in last weekend’s 7-3 loss to NESCAC rival
Hamilton. McNamara stopped 16
shots in the game, holding the
Continentals to two goals in over
32 minutes of play.
“He got thrown into a tough spot,
but he played really well,” Korchin
said. “He stopped two breakaways;
your goalie should never have to
stop a breakaway.”
“In a situation where no one
was playing well, he stepped up,”
senior tri-captain Myles Neumann
added. “Everyone was really happy
for him, too.”
While Derosa’s four points led
the way for Tufts, the junior certainly had plenty of help on the
day. John and Amico each finished with a goal and a pair of
assists, while junior tri-captain
Dylan Cooper finished the game
with three assists. In all, five Jumbo
skaters had three or more points in
the game.
In a very close division race, two

wins — along with other teams
losing — this weekend could skyrocket Tufts all the way into second
place. While not the likeliest of scenarios, it shows just how tight the
standings are and how important
it is for Tufts to conference games
Thanks to the Jumbos’ six-game
winning streak earlier this season,
a strong performance this weekend would practically nullify the
losses to Hamilton and Amherst
last week. But if Tufts expects to
earn a playoff berth, they need to
win conference games down the
stretch. That, according to the
players, begins with learning from
the defeats and not getting comfortable with winning.
“The older guys have been
through this before; our freshman
and sophomore year we struggled
and we weren’t cohesive at all,”
Neumann said. “So far this year
the younger guys got used to winning, and even though it was a
difficult way to lose this weekend,
it was definitely a wake-up call for
everybody.”

continued from page 11

in the NESCAC for the last
decade, are not to be taken
lightly.
“I’m not expecting any
struggling team — it’s NESCAC
play,” Berube said. “[Bowdoin]
lost a tough game to Colby, to
a very good Colby team, but
[Bowdoin is] no slouch, and
they’re a great team. We’ll prepare for them to be at their
very best.”
“Bowdoin’s always a big
game for us,” Hart added.
“The last two years, we’ve
done well against them. We
get pumped because they’re
always ranked, they’re always
a solid team, they have a great
coach.”
In order to be successful
against two of the NESCAC’s
upper-echelon teams, the
Jumbos will have to clean up
their play inside. Tufts had
out-rebounded its opponents
in eight of its first 13 games

this season, but lost the edge
on the glass against both
Williams and Middlebury,
yielding 22 offensive boards
to the Panthers alone. Over
the course of those two
games, the Jumbos were also
outscored in the paint 72-20.
Things won’t get any easier
this weekend. With three starters listed at 6-foot-1, Colby
boasts a deep frontcourt and
is ranked third in the nation
in rebounding margin, while
Bowdoin has the conference’s
leading rebounder in senior
forward Leah Rubega.
With a starting five that
includes four guards and an
undersized center, the Jumbos
have entered most of their
games with a considerable
disadvantage in the paint, but
nowhere is that more apparent than against teams like
Colby and Bowdoin. Still, Tufts
offers no excuses for its recent
poor play in the interior.
“I think you can be a great

rebounder at 5-foot-9 if you
want to be, and I think you
can be a great defensive player and rebounder at 5-foot11,” Berube said. “I don’t
agree that just being tall gives
you that advantage. I think
it’s about position, it’s about
footwork and it’s about work
ethic. It wasn’t there for us
[last weekend], and it was
very apparent on film. We’re
going to get better from it.
Hopefully we won’t let that
happen again.”
Given the challenges they’ll
be presented with this weekend, the Jumbos have a tremendous opportunity to put
the bitter taste of last weekend’s results behind them.
“We’re psyched, especially
because coming out of last
weekend, we were a little disappointed, especially in our
defense, but also in our play
in general,” Hart said. “We
just came up short, and we’re
excited to get back at it.”
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Tufts has two opportunities for first conference win this weekend
MEN’S BASKETBALL
continued from page 11

the game, the Jumbos found themselves down by a score of 58-41. But
Tufts battled back, going on a 10-0
run to pull within seven points of its
opponent. A layup and free throw
put WNEC back up by double digits,
but the Jumbos refused to relent,
putting together another impressive
run — this time 8-0 — to bring the
score to 63-61 with a little over three
minutes to play.
“I really think a lot of it was the
energy,” said senior Dave Beyel, who
leads the Jumbos in scoring this season. “The crowd got into it a bit,
everybody got up and excited ... It
creates a feeling that we’re coming
back and going to win. It boosts
everybody’s confidence and I think
that really helps. But that energy is
something we have to have throughout the whole game and not just
when we’re making a run.”
On the next possession, senior
tri-captain Tom Selby stole the ball
from WNEC senior Rick Johnson,
but the Jumbos failed to capitalize on their opportunity, missing
three shots before the Golden Bears
regained control of the ball. WNEC
sophomore Andre Shaw hit a huge
three-pointer to give his team a fivepoint cushion with the clock at 1:25.
Tufts then got to the free throw line
twice, hitting three of four from the
charity stripe to again pull within
just two points of the Golden Bears.
But with the clock winding down,
WNEC made two free throws while
Beyel missed a three-point attempt,
essentially putting the game on ice.
The Golden Bears hit a couple of
layups in the waning moments of
the game while the Jumbos missed
two more tries from three-point
range, putting the final score at
72-64.
“There were a couple shots that
we took at the end of the game that
could’ve made it completely different,” Beyel said. “It’s always disap-

pointing to lose in general. But yesterday, after making that big run,
with big shots dropping in and out, I
think one of the hardest parts is that
if a shot rolls one way or the other,
then we win.”
Both teams had came out of the
gates matching baskets, with the
Jumbos taking a 10-8 lead just over
four minutes into the game. But the
Golden Bears then seized control
of the contest, going on a 13-0 run
marked by three Tufts turnovers.
WNEC did not look back for the
rest of the half, taking a commanding 38-21 lead into the break on
the strength of nine and 10 points,
respectively, from junior Chris
Devine and senior Brendan Murphy.
The Jumbos finally seemed to wake
up with about 15 minutes to play,
but it was too little too late.
“Not a lot was said [in the locker
room at halftime],” senior tri-captain Jon Pierce said. “Coach Sheldon
came in and used some choice
words, said ... ‘I’m tired of coming
in here and saying the same thing
every single halftime. You guys figure it out and come out when you’re
ready,’ and he turned around and
left... I don’t blame him at all. We’ve
had the same problems every first
half of every game this year. For him
to say that was a little bit of a wakeup
call for the guys in the locker room.”
Beyel finished with a game-high
17 points, while Pierce contributed
16 for Tufts. Ultimately, the difference in the game seemed to be fastbreak points, as the Golden Bears
topped the Jumbos 8-0 in that category.
“It’s extremely disappointing
because we continue to see that
we don’t put together 40-minute
games,” Pierce said. “To be honest,
it would’ve felt better had we not
come back and shaved that 25-point
lead down to two, because that just
means we should’ve been up by 25
and not down by two. It’s great that
we came back and made it competi-
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Freshman forward Scott Anderson battles for a loose ball during the men’s basketball team’s loss to WNEC
Monday night in Cousens Gym. The Jumbos whittled a 25-point second-half deficit down to two but couldn’t
get over the hump in dropping their 11th game of the season.
tive, but at the same time it’s more
of the same, and that needs to be
unacceptable, especially to the six
seniors in the locker room — that’s
sort of been their whole career that
it’s been that way.”
Tufts will now look ahead to conference matchups against Colby (102, 1-0 NESCAC) and Bowdoin (8-4,
0-1 NESCAC) over the weekend.
Both teams are strong on the defen-

sive end — the Mules currently rank
second in the conference in scoring
defense, while the Polar Bears are
third — meaning the Jumbos will
have to stay focused throughout the
game if they hope to register their
first NESCAC win of the year.
“We’re going to come out and
execute the gameplan,” Pierce said.
“We have an inside presence, and
that helps as far as our outside

shooting. We need more touches
in paint, whether through dribble
penetration or post play, and that
will help on the perimeter ... You
are what you are at this point in the
season — you can’t go with plays
you haven’t run or that put you out
of your comfort zone. You’ve got to
go with your strength. Our strength
will be post presence, and we’ve just
got to make the shots.”

Political Wonks • Music Lovers • Aspiring Chefs • NFL fans • Fashionistas • Lushes

WRITE A COLUMN
FOR THE DAILY
Here’s how to apply:

• E-mail three 600-word samples
to daily@tuftsdaily.com by
noon on Wednesday, Feb. 3.
• Attend a Daily staff meeting on
Friday, Feb. 5 at 2 p.m. in Braker
001 to pitch your column and field
questions from editors.

At the Daily staff meeting, columnists will be democratically elected. If selected,
columnists will be responsible for one column per week until the end of classes.
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jumbogreeks.com to sign up for

Sign up before registration closes
THIS Saturday, 1/23
We have a fun-filled recruitment
planned for this January and would love to
have you join us!! Come meet and talk to
sisters, learn about our chapters, events,
and philanthropy, and find out what it really
means to be a sorority woman at Tufts.

Recruitment Starts
This Sunday,
January 24th

For more dates and details go to
Any questions? Email Gaby Brito at gabriela.brito@ jumbogreeks.com or join the “Sorority Recruitment Spring 2010”
tufts.edu or Jillian Joseph at jillian.joseph@tufts.
facebook group
edu

