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Faculty approves American Sign Language for foreign
language requirement
by

Patrick McGrath

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts faculty members on May 8 officially passed a proposal allowing School
of Arts and Sciences students to count
American Sign Language (ASL) courses
toward Part I of the foreign language
requirement.
Over 150 students signed an online
petition in support of the initiative
before the faculty meeting earlier
this month.
Associate Professor of the Eliot-Pearson
Department of Child Development
Calvin Gidney III explained that prior to
the proposal’s acceptance, ASL was only
allowed to fulfill Part II of the language
requirement.
“What our proposal is asking is that
ASL be treated like all the other languages taught at Tufts — that it can fill
the first part and/or the second part of
the language requirement,” he said.
Senior Lecturer and Deputy Chair of
the Department of Child Development
George Scarlett said that movement
for the new proposal first arose in 2008
when university faculty rejected a similar proposal.
“That’s where we became aware
that there was this really important
and interesting issue about foreign
language and the mission of the language departments to really address
the problem of American centrism,”
Scarlett said.
“That’s always been the issue:
whether American Sign Language really was a part of that mission or was not
part of that mission to help students
to enter a different, non-American
way of thinking.”
Gidney said Scarlett approached him

see ASL, page 8 American Sign Language credits can now be counted towards Part I of the foreign language requirement.
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Janitors’ union
to enter contract
negotiations
by

Lizz Grainger

Daily Editorial Board

The Service Employees International
Union (SEIU) on May 21 will renegotiate its contract with UGL Unicco,
Tufts’ campus-cleaning contractor,
and push for better working conditions for janitors.
The current contract began in 2010
and was set to end in 2012 but was
extended for one year, according to
Tufts Labor Coalition ( TLC) member Josephine Herman. Contracts are
negotiated every two to four years, and
this hearing in particular will be less
detailed than previous negotiations,
she said.
“In the past, the negotiations have
had more clear [goals] — ‘We want this’
and ‘We need this’ — and with the conditions that exist now, it seems like the
janitors are, for the most part, satisfied
... or more satisfied than in the past,”
Herman, a senior, said.
SEIU will mainly negotiate with UGL
Unicco for improved accommodations
during inclement weather, which was
especially a problem this year, TLC
member Emily Weinrebe said.
“For example, [they want] even
things as basic as getting proper attire
for dealing with really terrible weather
conditions because they are forced to
work in the cold when we are all inside,
and they aren’t given proper boots and
clothing for that,” Weinrebe, a graduating senior, said.
Executive Vice President Patricia
Campbell said the administration has
met with TLC to discuss the issue of
providing accommodations for janitors
during emergencies.
“In particular, when we had the blizzard this winter and some of the custodial staff had to stay overnight, there
was a concern because that had happened almost never before ... and we
see LABOR COALITION, page 9

Caroline Geiling / The Tufts Daily

Members of the Tufts Action for Sexual Assault Prevention (ASAP) and the Consent Culture Network (CCN) proposed reforms to the
Sexual Harassment and Sexual Misconduct Polices in an online open letter on April 29.

Students call for sexual assault policy reform
by

Audrey Michael

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts Action for Sexual Assault
Prevention (ASAP) and the Consent
Culture Network (CCN) released an
online open letter to university administrators on April 29 proposing reforms
to the Sexual Harassment and Sexual
Misconduct Policies.
According to John Kelly, one of the cowriters of “An Open Letter on Policy and
Institutional Reform” and a member of
both ASAP and CCN, the letter is part of
a yearlong endeavor that involved many
student contributors.
“We’ve been changing sexual assault
policy and trying to eradicate rape culture
from Tufts,” Kelly, a rising junior, said.

The recipients of the statement, who
included University President Anthony
Monaco and Provost and Senior Vice
President Davis Harris, along with several
other administrative leaders, replied to
the signatories with a letter of their own
on May 11. In their response, the administrators expressed their appreciation for
students’ work on the topic.
“[Sexual violence] is an issue to which
we have devoted considerable energy and
resources over the past several years,” they
wrote. “Your input is invaluable and we
hope this will be the beginning of many
substantive conversations in the future.”
The reply also offered a plan to create a
working group in order to further discuss
policy reform. The group, composed of
interested students and staff, would meet

regularly to discuss the large number of
topics raised in the original letter.
“Several years ago, we created a similar
group when we developed the new sexual
misconduct policy and found the sharing
of information to be very beneficial,” they
explained. “Please tell us if you are interested in creating such a group when you
return in the fall.”
Kumar Ramanathan, a rising junior
who worked on the letter, explained that
ASAP and CCN started their initiative
by first gathering information about the
sexual assault policy and researching
ways to improve it.
“After spending the past year looking at
it in different ways and learning through
see SEXUAL ASSAULT, page 5
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Dean Bosworth retires after 12 years at Fletcher
by

Daniel Gottfried

Daily Editorial Board

Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy dean Stephen Bosworth,
a former U.S. Ambassador to South
Korea, at the end of the academic
school year retired from his position
at the Fletcher School after 12 years of
service.
Admiral James Stavridis, former commander of the United States European
Command and supreme allied commander of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), will succeed
Bosworth as the new dean on July
1. According to University President
Anthony Monaco, Bosworth led a period of great expansion for the Fletcher
School.
“I think the tenure of Dean Bosworth
will be seen as a time of growth [and]
strengthening of academics — things
that will be remembered long after he
is gone, because it has built a foundation for the future,” he said.
Bosworth noted that his primary
goal as dean of the Fletcher School was
to make sure the curriculum fit the
needs of the time.
“I wanted to make sure our curriculum reflected what our world was really
like,” he said. “That is why we did a
number of things, including [starting]
an international business program. We
expanded the student body and, of
particular importance, we expanded
the faculty.”
The Fletcher School under Bosworth’s
leadership has also grown in terms of
the number of faculty, students and
programs, Monaco said.
According to Monaco, Bosworth
doubled the endowment during his
time at the Fletcher School, and the
increased endowment has helped to
improve academics and financial aid
for students.
“On the academic side, a lot of the
endowment increases were to help students get here and have the opportunity to attend Fletcher, as well as the
creation of a lot of research centers

Courtesy Tufts University

Stephen Bosworth stepped down as Dean of the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at the end of this academic school year
after 12 years with the Fletcher School.
that brought in experts on big global
challenges like conflict resolution or
global development,” he said. “He also
brought the World Peace Foundation
here very recently, which was a great
addition to Tufts.”
According to Harris, the selection
process for a new dean was difficult
because so many of the applicants had

exceptional experience.
“Fletcher dean is a highly coveted
position,” he said. “We had no shortage
of candidates.”
Harris said he is excited about
Stavridis’ leadership and the experience
he has to offer, but he looks back upon
Bosworth’s time with appreciation.
“Dean Bosworth came to Tufts with a

Community health director
concludes 15-year tenure
by Victoria

Leistman

Daily Editorial Board

Director of the Community
Health Program (CHP) Edith
Balbach, a senior lecturer
known for her unique ability to simultaneously amuse,
engage and inspire students
in her 200-person Introduction
to Community Health (CH 1)
class, will retire this spring
after fifteen years on the Hill.
The program has witnessed
significant growth both in
numbers of full-time staff and
majors during Balbach’s tenure, according to Associate
Professor of Public Health and
Community Medicine Linda
Martinez. The program this
year graduates its largest-ever class of 78 majors, which
Martinez attributes largely to
Balbach’s leadership. The average class size of CH 1 has also
grown from less than 100 when
Balbach first arrived to its current enrollment of approximately 200.
Richard Glickman-Simon,
an assistant professor of public
health and community medicine, noted that interest in the
community health program,
which was first created in
1975, grew dramatically upon
Balbach’s arrival.
“It seemed to me every year
there were more and more students, and now the program is
very large,” he said.
Glickman-Simon also credits Balbach with precipitat-

ing the change in 2002 that
enabled students to pursue
Community Health as a second major, rather than only as
a certificate program.
Balbach’s dynamic instruction of CH 1 grabbed the attention of students with little prior
interest in the subject, according to graduating senior Joshua
Malkin, who is Balbach’s advisee.
“CH 1 is just a really great
class, really engaging,” he said.
“I think Professor Balbach is
responsible for drawing a significant majority of people
who go on to become community health majors.”
Junior Liz Moynihan, another of Balbach’s advisees, also
attributes much of her interest
in the CHP to Balbach’s charismatic teaching of the introductory course.
“As a rising senior looking
back on my choice to become
a community health major, I
can honestly say a large part
of it was because of Professor
Balbach,” Moynihan said. “I
remember being captivated by her enthusiasm and
relaxed demeanor as a lecturer in CH 1.”
Balbach acknowledged that
the increased strength of the
program in recent years could
have played a part in drawing prospective students to the
university.
“I think people come to Tufts
now because they’re interested
in community health,” she

said. “I’m not sure that that
was true before ... I think we
have been able to inspire a lot
of people to careers in public
health or, if they go to medical school, they have a public
health sensibility,” she said. “I
think that’s been really gratifying. I’m really glad we were
able to do that.”
Balbach, who received
her Ph.D. in public policy at
the University of California,
Berkeley, is an expert in drug
policy and specializes in
research on tobacco. Prior to
coming to Tufts, she simultaneously held a research position along with three part-time
teaching roles in California.
“I wanted a job where teaching was not an adjunct, but
a central, part of what I did,”
she said. “This job combined
a nice amount of teaching and
just enough administration to
be interesting, but not so much
as to be overwhelming.”
Trumpeting her “smoking
is bad” mantra, Balbach has
engaged dozens of students
in her grant work through the
National Cancer Institute and
has always sought out research
opportunities for undergraduate students, Martinez noted.
“She’s so committed to students, and student development and having that model I
think is important,” she said.
Associate
Dean
of
Undergraduate Education and
see BALBACH, page 6

unique combination of diplomatic and
university experience,” Harris said.
“He has excelled in working with external constituencies to attract multiple
forms of support for Fletcher’s goals.
He has also been an internal leader
as Fletcher developed significant new
see BOSWORTH, page 7

Primary Source loses
TCU recognition
by Jenna

Buckle

Daily Editorial Board

The Tufts Community Union
(TCU) Judiciary last month
derecognized the Primary
Source due to the conservative
publication’s inactivity and low
membership this year.
The journal has also been
reported to the Dean of Student
Affairs and the Office for
Campus Life for submitting a
membership list for re-recognition that contained the names
of students uninvolved with the
Source, according to Judiciary
Chair Adam Sax.
“Not only did they have a
membership list that was very
low, but they actually, in our
eyes, forged a document,” Sax,
a graduating senior, said.
After receiving a recognition
application from the Source listing only four members, the
Judiciary requested an amended
version of the document including the members’ phone numbers as per standard practice,
Sax said.
“When we called those four
numbers, no one seemed to
know why they were on that
list and were totally unaffiliated
with the Source,” he said.
The Source can continue to
publish the journal, Sax said,
but derecognition means that
the publication is barred from
using the Tufts name, accessing TCU funding, reserving
space on campus or utilizing
the Media Advocacy Board Lab
to print issues.

The nearly 31-year-old Source
will continue publication in
the fall despite derecognition,
according to Austin Berg, a former Primary Source business
manager and associate editor
who plans to take over the publication next year.
“I believe that the Source
has been a crucial part of Tufts’
political dialogue for the past
three decades and offers a
deserved voice to those who
don’t fit into traditional, leftwing, right- wing or left vs.
right-wing ethical and political
debates,” Berg, a junior, told the
Daily in an email.
However, Source members
declined to comment on how
they would fund publication
without their Senate budget,
which stood at $11,802 for Fiscal
Year 2013.
Former Primary Source
editor-in-chief
Christopher
Piraino, a rising senior, said the
Source has seen a steady decline
in membership over the past
few years, in part because of the
journal’s right-leaning views on
a mostly liberal campus.
“It’s just been the trend, as
far as picking up new members,” he said. “I mean, it’s a
minority viewpoint ... just not
enough people picking it up
over the years.”
The Judiciary uses 15 members as a benchmark in determining groups’ recognition status but makes exceptions on a
case-by-case basis, Sax said.
see PRIMARY SOURCE, page 6
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Interview | Anthony Monaco

Monaco discusses finances, diversity, CSL
‘justified departure’ policy
by

The Tufts Daily Editorial Board

As his second year at Tufts comes to
a close, University President Anthony
Monaco sat down with the Daily to
discuss his views on a range of topics
including diversity at Tufts, the divestment movement, the university’s financial situation, the Tufts: The Next 10
Years (T10) strategic plan initiative.
Tufts Daily: You once said said the
solution to diversity in the undergraduate curriculum had to have two things:
It had to be something that the faculty supported and it had to enhance
the educational experience at Tufts.
Do those things apply to the Critical
Studies in Disparities and Diasporas
program?
Anthony Monaco: As you know, the
diversity undergraduate working group
has put out its draft report for comment.
In there, they [not only talk] about curricular changes, but [also give] recommendations about social justice, about
helping our faculty have more competence in teaching to a diverse student body and how we might achieve
that. There [are] also recommendations
about the co-curricular activities. There
[are] recommendations about financial
aid, but not only getting students here,
but [also] thinking about how we make
their time at Tufts successful and satisfactory. So there [are] a lot of recommendations that go across a lot, and so

the curricular piece is one part of that. I
think the [Critical Studies in Disparities
and Diasporas] C2D program has been
well thought through and got off to a
cold start. I do think the program is
headed in the right direction. It needs
to evolve, it needs to have the faculty
eventually vote on it and support it, but
at the moment there have also been a
number of very, very good hires in the
faculty of Arts and Sciences to support
this program, and we’re very excited
about that.
TD: In terms of the program, how
would you address concerns of students, particularly the students who
have been very involved in pushing for
the creation of this program and the
development of it, that there has been
a lack of transparency or ability to work
well together?
AM: I had asked Joanne Berger-Sweeney
to try to create a number of ways in
which students could intersect the
work of the faculty and I think she has
delivered on that. There was the ability
for students to come to certain meetings and discuss with the faculty where
they were and what was happening.
The issue is really that the faculty has
to develop the curriculum and then
the students can give their perspective on it, but I don’t see why that’s not
considered a transparent process, and
the faculty have to work through it and
the students have been given several

chances to intersect the process and
give their perspectives.
TD: Two years ago, former University
President Lawrence Bacow told the
Daily that the university’s endowment
was bouncing back from the recession and that Moody’s and Standard &
Poor’s bond ratings were doing well. Is
that still true?
AM: Yes, our endowment is in good
shape. I think what we’re really looking
at going out is all the uncertainty about
returns from the endowment ... There’s
an effort going on at the moment
which is called [Tufts Effectiveness in
Administrative Management] TEAM
which is [studying] the effectiveness of
the administration. About 50 percent
of our teaching costs are in administrative support — IT, facilities, operations,
all the administrative support of the
libraries. This is all core to our business
but we are taking a fresh look at how it’s
organized not only within schools, but
[also] across schools.
TD: Where does Tufts stand financially
now, and is the university still suffering
any effects from the recession?
AM: We want to make a surplus so
we can build up reserves to invest in
capital projects. I think one vote of
confidence that we had from the markets about Tufts was the ability to raise
$250 million last March for our capisee MONACO, page 7

Oliver Porter / The Tufts Daily

The Tufts Community Union Senate passed a number of resolutions and started several initiatives this academic year.

TCU Senate: A year in review
by James

Pouliot

Daily Editorial Board

Despite internal conflict, the Tufts
Community Union (TCU) Senate concluded its dramatic 2012-2013 session
last month with a number of accomplishments under its belt.
Former President Wyatt Cadley, a
graduating senior, noted the impact
made by a number of Senate resolutions passed this year, including one
that precipitated the May 8 vote of the
faculty of Arts & Sciences to include
American Sign Language in the set of
languages that satisfy the first half of
the School of Arts & Sciences foreign
language requirement. He added that
the university has responded positively
to the Senate resolution calling for the
integration of research materials aggregator Project Lever into Tufts’ systems.
A Senate resolution passed in the

fall recommending improvements to
the incoming Africana studies major
was part of an ongoing Senate effort to
promote critical studies. Last semester, senators also led the student push
to improve pedestrian safety at the
intersection at Packard Avenue and
Powderhouse Boulevard, an effort that
ultimately yielded a number of changes
,including the conversion of the intersection a four-way stop.
Senate Services Committee Chair
Christie Maciejewski, a rising senior,
heralded it as a productive, if tumultuous, year, touting achievements such
as the Stop & Shop shuttle, the addition of condoms to dormitory vending
machines and the continued opportunity to use Carmichael Dining Hall as
a late-night study option at the end of
the semester.
Former TCU Vice President Meredith
Goldberg pointed out that as a result

of Senate efforts, cage-free eggs will be
offered in the dining halls beginning
next semester.
Goldberg, a graduating senior, also
anticipated that by next fall, students
who call the Tufts University Police
Department (TUPD) to request medical assistance for an intoxicated friend
will no longer face judicial action for
the possession of alcohol, an initiative
aided by Senate efforts. Furthermore,
students who go to the hospital for
alcohol-related reasons will be exempt
from judicial action for the first two
incidents.
“You just have to see [Director of
Health Education] Ian Wong and deal
with the mental health and illness
side of it instead of punishment side,”
Goldberg said. “The changes in policy
will make it so...people will be more
see SENATE, page 8

Open letter on
assault policy
demands change
SEXUAL ASSAULT

continued from page 1

both experience and research, we decided
a couple months ago that the best way to
go about this would be to get a few people
to do the work, do the research, talk to the
right people and put it all together in one
place,” Ramanathan, a member of ASAP
and CCN, said.
The online version of the letter allows
readers to add their signatures at the bottom, along with the names of those who
wrote it. As of press time, there were more
than 350 signatures on the letter.
“We thought it was important when
it was done to send it out to everyone
and say, ‘If this is something you feel
passionately about, please sign onto it,’”
Ramanathan said.
The letter also allows signatories to list
their involvements at Tufts, which, according to Ramanathan, helps show that sexual
assault policy reform is important to a wide
base of people.
“We wanted to get the point across that
rape culture doesn’t discriminate,” he said.
“It affects people of color and queer folk
in specific ways, but in terms of affecting
people, it doesn’t discriminate.”
Ramanathan connected ASAP with
CCN to combine these groups’ knowledge on the sexual assault policy into one
letter. Many of the recommendations in
the letter arose from survivors’ experiences, which ASAP and CCN collected.
“He got together a bunch of us and we
added in the parts that we had been working
on individually or in groups, and we made it
into a cohesive document,” Kelly said.
Students also examined other universities’ sexual assault policies to determine
how the Tufts policy should change, Kelly
said. He explained that colleges often wait
for other higher education institutions to
take the first step in enacting changes
before taking steps of their own.
ASAP and CCN mostly looked at schools
of the same educational caliber as Tufts,
but some policy recommendations are
based on policies from schools around the
country, Kelly said.
“None of the things we’re asking for are
unprecedented,” Ramanathan said. “Some
of them even are called for by federal regulations and laws. So we’re hoping that what
it does is that it shows that this [change] is
possible, this is necessary, and that it isn’t
too difficult to figure out if a bunch of students can go out and do it.”
One of the most important changes that the letter outlines, according
to Kelly and Ramanathan, is the creation of a sexual assault prevention and
response office similar to those at other
universities. Though Tufts used to have
such a position, it was removed when
a modified sexual assault policy went
into effect in 2010.
The next step is to continue following
up with the administration to make sure
they engage with the identified reforms,
Kelly said.
“We would very much like to have
a chance to sit down with the university administrators and get something
concrete in writing regarding this, and
I guess the next step is to just stay on
them,” he said.
Director of the Office of Equal
Opportunity (OEO) Jill Zellmer praised students’ efforts in improving sexual assault
policy in the past, citing students’ involvement in the most recent changes released
in October.
“Prior to my arrival, I know that students were involved in improving what
was then called the Sexual Assault Policy
at Tufts,” Zellmer told the Daily in an
email. “The new policy, developed in a
collaborative effort with students and
the administration, is clearer, stronger
and more equitable.”
Zellmer said that though the OEO and
other offices are always looking for ways
to improve the policy, the current policy
is one of the better policies in the country
and reflects federal requirements.
“We have made great strikes and are
always looking for ways to continue to
improve,” she said. “We will continue to
enhance the Sexual Misconduct Policy
if necessary and in response to trends
or patterns that the Title IX [Sexual
Misconduct] Coordinator may identify.”
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After 15 years, Balbach leaves behind stronger, larger community health program
BALBACH

continued from page 4

Director for Health Professions
Advising Carol Baffi-Dugan,
who worked with Balbach on
the CHP Policy Board, underscored Balbach’s commitment
to her students.
“Professor Balbach always
put students first,” BaffiDugan told the Daily in an
email. “She was always there
to listen to concerns, critique
papers, give honest feedback
and great advice, connect students with job and internship
opportunities, write letters of
reference, offer research roles
and be a mentor.”
Building
connections
between faculty members
across the different university
campuses was an important
feature of Balbach’s tenure,
Martinez noted.
Baffi-Dugan highlighted the
value of the strong relationships
that Balbach was able to create
with all members of the Tufts
community.
“She built so many bridges
at Tufts that it is hard to map
them, but suffice it to say that
it helped make the Community
Health Program the outstanding program it is today,” BaffiDugan said. “Professor Balbach
reached out to so many individuals — students, faculty and
staff — with offers of collaboration, innovative ideas and
friendship.”
Balbach also played an
important leadership role in
strengthening faculty recruitment and facilitating a positive
work environment, according
to Glickman-Simon.
“She always seemed to be
able to recruit really good faculty and make the teaching
very desirable and competitive
among candidates,” he said.

Courtesy Edith Balbach

Senior Lecturer of Community Health Edith Balbach, the director of the community health program, is retiring after 15 years of teaching at Tufts.
“She was always flexible and
accommodating and was also
quite a pleasure to work with.
She always seemed to have, like
any good leader or administrator, the best interests of the
program at heart.”
Associate Professor of Civil
and Environmental Engineering
David Gute, who served on the
CHP Policy Board with Balbach,
said that she worked both to
raise the level of scholarship
done in the CHP and the details
of the educational mission.

Balbach said she plans to
move to her condo in Palm
Spring, California where she
will spend the next year finishing up grant work for the
National Cancer Institute. She
also hopes to complete a book
based on her years as a premajor advisor at Tufts, to fill
a gap she noticed in material
available to help students shape
their academic decisions once
they have arrived at college.
“If you look around there’s a
lot about how to get into col-

lege, about the practicality of
college, but there’s not a whole
lot about how you think about
yourself academically,” she said.
“I thought it would be fun to
write something that was reasonably amusing on that point.”
She plans to include a wide
variety of student experiences,
ranging from the student who
came to Tufts with one career
path in mind to another who
changed his majors four times,
chronicling the stories of 10
years worth of Tufts students.

Following the completion
of her grant work and book,
Balbach said her next steps are
refreshingly open-ended.
Despite the loss of their veteran leader, the program’s faculty says she is leaving behind a
strong program.
“Dr. Balbach was a great leader for the Community Health
Program and she will be sorely
missed,” Gute said. “She leaves
a vibrant program and one that
is indelibly imbued with her
spirit and contributions.”

After semester-long suspension,
Source to publish in fall
PRIMARY SOURCE
continued from page 4

“It’s a holistic process. It’s kind
of like college admissions,” he said.
“Membership is part of it, but if you’re
a 10-person group and you do a lot on
campus, host a lot of events, most likely
we’re not going to derecognize you.”
When notified of the derecognition on April 11, The Source’s editorial board decided not to appeal to
the Committee on Student Life (CSL),
Piraino said.
The Source can no longer overturn
the decision because appeals to the
CSL are due 10 days after receipt of the
derecognition email, Sax added.
“We talked among a small group
of us that run [The Source],” Piraino
said. “We basically decided it wouldn’t
be worth it to do it. We decided to go
along with it.”
Sax said the Source can apply for
new-group recognition in the fall but
emphasized that they will face obstacles as a result of the fraud in their
rerecognition application.
“This is a case not only of derecognition, but of fraudulent behavior
that has been reported to the Dean of
Student Affairs and the OCL and will
be kept on record by the Judiciary,” he
said. “So should they come back, they
will have to answer for those actions.”
Berg said that concerns about the
group’s membership stemmed from a
miscommunication between Piraino
and the Judiciary.
“The context surrounding that breakdown is currently being discussed with
the CSL,” Berg said.
The derecognition follows an unrelated incident in December 2012, when
The Source published a controversial
Christmas caro” satirizing a sexual
assault awareness event on campus
called “Take Back the Night.”

In an email statement sent to the
Daily on Dec. 13, Piraino apologized for
the “editorial oversight” and announced
that The Source would enter a one-semester self-imposed suspension.
The offensive carol had been
reprinted verbatim from the template
of a 1999 issue, Piraino said, noting
that the staff reviewed their editorial
practices and updated The Source’s
issue templates during their suspension this semester.
“The main thing we did was we created actual templates for the Source to
use instead of using old copies, which
caused the problem,” he said. “Then
we kind of took a break from it to clear
our heads.”
“The frustration and embarrassment
I felt after that incident will be the driving factors in ensuring such an oversight won’t happen again,” Berg added.
The Source’s allocated budget included funds for 11 issues, and Sax noted
that The Source’s self-imposed suspension was not a Judiciary-approved procedure, so the lapse in publication came
across as inactivity in the body’s eyes.
“[The Source] produced this year one
tiny, skinny periodical at the beginning
of the semester and then disappeared
without ever contacting us with why
they’re disappearing,” he said. “There
were rumors that they were taking a selfimposed suspension. That doesn’t exist.”
Even following a semester-long
absence, Berg expressed confidence
that The Source’s alumni support and
editorial team will restore the journal’s
presence on campus.
“I’m very excited to get The Source
back into the hands of Tufts students
and am grateful for the opportunity to
do so,” he said. “We will continue to
impact campus dialogue, we will continue to offer a critical, unique perspective and we will continue to grow.”

Justin McCallum / The Tufts Daily

The Primary Source has been derecognized by the Tufts Community Union Judiciary due to
low membership and inactivity.
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Anthony Monaco finishes up his second academic year as University President.

At semester’s end, Monaco talks need-blind admissions, strategic plan
MoNACO

continued from page 5

tal improvements [and] all the deferred
maintenance that’s going to happen.
There were renovations and deferred
maintenance of Cohen Auditorium that
will happen this summer. You’ll come
back and see a lot of things worked on
over the summer. That type of investment requires us to have a cash reserve
as well as borrowed money.
TD: Do you think need-blind admissions
will come back anytime soon?
AM: The way we’re looking at this at the
moment is where we sit amongst our
peer group. We are in the lower quartile
of our peer group for what they call the
“discount rate” ... We’re well below that,
and despite all the efforts of the last
campaign to raise money for financial
aid, we find ourselves in a not-as-competitive position as we would like to be.
So our goal over the next five or six years
is to raise money and find money in our
operating budget to put more into financial aid and come up to that mean. If
we could do that then need-blind might
be within striking distance ... I’d hate
to right now say our goal is need-blind
when we’re still struggling to be competitive in our peer group. Once I feel we’re
being competitive and we’ve reached
the mean level, I’d like to then address
how many more percentage points in
the discount rate we’d need to get to be
need-blind, whether that’s a goal of the
next campaign.
TD: As you’re looking for money in the
budget, what’s going to get cut?
AM: We’re not in a crisis, and I think that’s
very important. If we can find savings
and provide a better service, then we
won’t have to go in and cut that program
or that program. We also leave many
of the decisions up to the schools; they
know their programs well. It’s really not
up to the central administration to make

decisions like that. We respect the way
they manage their schools, their departments. Everything gets reviewed. They
go through all their programs every five
to seven years and they decide if things
are strong or weak or can be improved,
or they will wind something down as they
wind something else up, so that’s kind
of the process they do. We’re quite interested in developing more cross-school
initiatives and developing an administration through this effort that will really
allow those financial and administrative
hurdles to cross school appointments,
cross school graduate programs and cross
school research collaborations. That’s
something that’s really come through
the strategic planning exercise loud and
clear, that we have to many of these
hurdles and if we can overcome them,
we could have a much bigger impact and
that’s one thing we’re focusing on.
TD: What, in your view, is the future of
the Committee on Student Life’s policy
allowing religious groups to apply for
exemption from the university’s nondiscrimination policy?
AM: I was really looking to use our processes to deal with this community rather than trying to intersperse my own
personal opinion on this matter. As a
standing committee of the faculty with
elected students — given that it was a
unanimous decision and I thought a
thoughtful decision to try to balance
both sides of the argument — I was willing to support that.
I also was willing as chair of the AS&E
faculty meeting to have it discussed
among the faculty if there was enough
interest to do so. I understand that no
faculty members officially brought it to
the agenda setting committee to put it
on the agenda, but that doesn’t mean
next semester that couldn’t happen and
that discussion could go on.
... The faculty can’t vote and over-

turn it. We would vote if there [were]
no strong consensus, but it’s not like
a bylaw that we’re voting on. It’s really
taking the perspectives of different faculty members who want to speak and
discuss[ing] it during the meeting, and
then decid[ing] if there’s enough interest
for the CSL to reconsider. It’s not a repeal
and not really a vote because most of the
voting occurs on the different bylaws. I
think what the CSL did was realize there
was a void in our policy — that there
wasn’t a real written policy to deal with
this situation, and so that’s why they put
a lot of thought into what kind of policy
would help steer us through this difficult
area where you have strong feelings on
both sides about nondiscrimination and
about religious doctrine and criteria for
leadership in a religious group.
TD: What’s the actual likelihood that the
Board of Trustees will seriously consider
divesting the endowment with all of the
logistical issues? Is it financially viable?
AM: [Tufts Divest] came to us and asked
whether they could do a presentation
to our investment committee. It was a
very thoughtful presentation, and they
gave us a paper which was very detailed
and, we thought, very well-written. The
investment committee then discussed
that, went away and did some work to
understand what divestment in fossil
fuel industries would mean ... given our
mixed portfolio of assets — we don’t
invest in particular companies, they’re
managed funds. Although less than
around five percent of our holdings are
in the 200 companies they would consider fossil fuel companies, they’re held
by 75 percent of our equity, so to change
our portfolio to get rid of those five percent means changing over 75 percent,
and that’s something that would be very
complex, very expensive and the trustees were really not willing to do that.
I would like to go forward in a more

positive vein, and we’ve met with the
divest group representatives several
times. I’ve asked Laurie Gabriel, the chair
of the [Board of Trustees’] investment
committee, to chair a [new] committee to
make a report ... The first is if we were to
divest, what are the hurdles, what would
we have to go through ... The second
thing is whether we could do something
very positive and more immediate to
create a fund that would be a socially
responsible, or a “green” fund, that would
have no investments in these type of
companies and that would allow us to
offer our alumni and donors a possible
option if they gave us donations knowing
that their donation would not be invested
in our holdings that would be with the
five percent of fossil fuel companies.
The third is to explore what other areas
students and the Tufts community can
influence policy in this area because we
are very committed to sustainability as a
goal, not only our campus sustainability.
We would like to work the students to
understand how we could do more and
also how people could influence policy
or these companies at the same time. I
hope that we would have something to
say probably by next semester.
TD: What do you specifically hope that
T10 will accomplish? What do you want
to get out of that?
AM: We want to know where we think
Tufts should be in five to 10 years and
what we need to do to get there. A lot of
that is not only about making our teaching and our learning and our research
and scholarship the best it can be — we
want it to be innovative, we want it to be
paradigm-shifting. A lot of that is a commitment to active citizenship and our
global perspective, but there’s a lot more
we could be doing in entrepreneurship,
spitting out companies, licensing, all
different ways in which faculty contribute to the impact on society.

NATO Admiral James Stavridis to succeed Bosworth as Fletcher dean
BOSWORTH

continued from page 4

programs.”
Monaco also noted Bosworth’s diplomatic activity during and prior to his
time at the Fletcher School, believing
that it reflected the prowess of the
school’s faculty.
“Having a dean of such international stature, given that he was a former ambassador to [South] Korea, the
Philippines and Tunisia, and also [was]
recently asked by the Obama administration to be a U.S. special representa-

tive for North Korea policy, it just gives
Fletcher the exact kind of stature that it
needs,” Monaco said.
Monaco said he wanted to hire a new
dean who would match Bosworth’s legacy.
“We [were] looking for someone that
will maintain the level of excellence that
Fletcher has, so we [wanted] someone
that has international experience and
has stature internationally, one who has
an academic as well as sort of diplomatic
or real-world experience in international
diplomacy,” Monaco said.
In addition, Monaco said he hoped

to have a dean with practical skills for
university work.
“They have to have a good network
of individuals to increase the amount
of interest in Fletcher, fundraising,
more research and attracting really
great faculty,” Monaco said. “We also
hope that the new dean will continue what [Bosworth] started which
is reaching out across the university
and using the expertise of the Fletcher
School to help us on some of the
big global challenges that we want to
address as a university.”

Upon departing from Tufts, Bosworth
plans to spend more time with his
family, engage in speaking events and
write, he said.
“I’ve been dean for 12 years,”
Bosworth said. “That is a long time, and
there are other things that I want to do
in life, and I’ve decided to move on.
“Certainly I will remain very interested in Tufts, and in particular
Fletcher,” he added. “But I think once
you stop being dean, you stop being
dean,” he said. I will miss Tufts. It is a
great place.”
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Senate productive despite internal conflict

SENATE

continued from page 5

likely to call, so hopefully people
who are in danger are able to get
the help they need.”
The Senate push for the extension of the pass/fail deadline
for upperclassmen passed last
fall has yet to receive a positive
administrative response.
The Senate’s roster grew
this year with the addition of
junior Grainne Griffiths, the first
student to occupy the role of
Women’s Center Representative
following a Senate vote to create
the new position in December.
The spring semester was
marked by internal strife on the
body, particularly between the
members of the Senate’s Executive
Board, according to Diversity
and Community Affairs Officer
Logan Cotton. Cotton, a graduating senior, and Goldberg said
that Cadley’s managerial style
and conflicting agenda faced stiff
opposition from many senators
and Executive Board members.
Cotton explained that the
flashpoint of the conflict was
the Senate’s final meeting in
the fall semester, which saw the
first official discussion of the
Committee on Student Life’s
(CSL) decision to grant student religious groups “justified
departure” from the university’s
nondiscrimination policy.
Cotton and three others had
pushed forward a resolution to
oppose the CSL decision and
prohibit the allocation of Student
Activities Fee funding to any
group seeking an exemption to
the policy. TCU Judiciary Chair
Adam Sax, a graduation senior,
brought debate on the resolution
to a halt, announcing that the
resolution was unconstitutional
and that senators who voted on it
could face judicial repercussions.

Oliver Porter / The Tufts Daily

In weekly meetings over the course of the year, the members of the TCU Senate weathered internal conflict to
pass several crucial resultions and complete impactful projects.
Cadley exercised his executive
power, tabling the resolution,
and a tense 14-16 vote to overturn his decision failed to garner
the necessary simple majority.
He said he still defends his decision as necessary to maintain
the Senate’s legitimacy.
“I was left to make a decision to

functionally spend all of my political capital within Senate to do
something that was controversial,
but that I very firmly believe protected the integrity of the Senate
and the student voice,” Cadley
said. “You aren’t elected TCU
president to make easy and popular decisions. You have a responsi-

bility to do what you think is right
for your constituents.”
Cadley said the majority of
the Senate effectively voted to
uphold his decision and that two
milder — but constitutional —
resolutions were swiftly passed
upon the opening of the spring
semester with his full support.

University President Anthony
Monaco showed his support for
Cadley and the tough decisions
he was forced to make.
“There was disagreement and
some of it was on procedural
grounds,” Monaco said. “I think
history will show that Wyatt did
the right thing. He actually had
to act like he did in that situation because I understood he
couldn’t come forward because
it would have been ‘unconstitutional.’ So I think emotions were
flying high during that Senate
meeting, but Wyatt showed real
leadership and tried to keep
calm, sticking to the process.”
Nonetheless, Cadley said
that beginning in February, the
Board ceased meeting in person altogether, doing most of its
business by email instead.
Senators off the Board also felt
the effects of its dysfunction,
according to Maciejewski.
“The problem with Senate
was the unnecessary drama,”
Maciejewski said. “I blame
some members of the Executive
Board for failing to cooperate
for the good of the body, putting aside their personal feelings. I think that the people
who were supposed to be in
charge and know things weren’t
able to tell Senate how to act
because they cared more about
the personal parts.”
While some relations would
never recover, all sides agreed
that it was a productive year.
“People worked independently of each other,” Cotton
said. “The tension on Senate
wasn’t felt by people who felt
like this is just something they
did on Sunday night. I don’t
think it was an unproductive
year. I don’t think it affected
how Senate worked as a whole.
It got stuff done.”

Debate centered on ASL as ‘foreign’
language ends in acceptance
ASL

continued from page 3

last spring to discuss working on a
new proposal, but that they did not
really begin work until the following
fall, when the required four-year waiting period had passed and they were
eligible to resubmit the proposal.
Scarlett added that students played
a very important role in maintaining
awareness of the issue in the interim,
noting rising junior Kumar Ramanathan’s
2011 Daily article about ASL at Tufts and
its role in mobilizing students. After writing the article, Ramanathan began to
work in support of the initiative, drafting
a Tufts Community Union (TCU) Senate
resolution on the issue with former TCU
President Wyatt Cadley, a senior, and
junior Shaylagh McCole. The resolution
passed in February and was submitted to the Arts and Sciences Curricula
Committee alongside the faculty proposal, before the latter was submitted for
faculty vote.
“I wrote an...article talking about the
history of American Sign Language at
Tufts and its recognition battle back in
2008 ... so that’s when I first encountered the issue,” Ramanathan said.
“After learning about what had happened, I realized that enough time
had passed that the proposal could be
made again.”
Ramanathan said many students
thought the proposal was something that
should have been approved long ago and
that students had varied personal and
academic reasons to support it.
“What we wanted to do to differentiate this from the last time was to demonstrate the support that this had across
departments,” Ramanathan said.
Scarlett noted that students at first
were not clear about what the faculty’s debate around the 2008 proposal
had been.
“There was a lot of confusion at

first among students that the language
departments were saying that ASL is not
a language,” he said. “That was never
the issue. The issue was always about
‘foreign’ or ‘not foreign’ and having to
do with its mission ... to get out of [an]
American-centric way of thinking.”
Scarlett said that faculty members
devoted much of their discussion to
learning about this concern.
“What came out of this was a very
high-level, rich, intellectual discussion
about the issues...but the discussions
were carried out in a really wonderfully
democratic, civil way,” he said.
Gidney said that with this new version of the proposal, they specifically
aimed to spread awareness of ASL’s
place as a language.
“I think what we’ve done on this draft
of our proposal is try to do some general education of the faculty about the
issues, at least from the perspectives of
linguistics and child development and
human developmental thought about
language,” he said. “I think we’ve done
so with greater documentation and
greater support.”
Ramanathan views this proposal’s
acceptance as particularly significant
for the Tufts community.
“It’s symbolically important because
it reflects that the faculty of this university — the academic foundation of
Tufts — acknowledges and recognizes
American Sign Language as a full and
equal language,” he said.
MayaBea Schechner, a student cosponsor of the faculty proposal who
has studied ASL at Tufts, believes that
the passing of the proposal may attract
more students to ASL as well.
“I absolutely think it will lead people to taking American Sign Language
who otherwise would be deterred,”
Schechner, a junior, said. “I also think
it’s a wonderful first step in just opening
more students to ASL.”
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Tufts Labor Coalition rallies for workers’ rights with petition
LABOR COALITION
continued from page 3

agreed with the coalition that
we needed to be better prepared for that,” she said.
The custodial staff also
hopes to maintain wages and
secure greater opportunities
for full-time employment and
benefits through the contract renegotiation, Weinrebe
added.
“At the least, we hope to
maintain the current conditions that were previously
established in the last contract
negotiation, and that’s important because whenever these
negotiations take place, the
union runs the risk of losing
what’s been established previously,” she said.
Vice President for Operations
Linda Snyder said that Tufts
does not have a formal role
in the negotiations between
SEIU and UGL Unicco, but the
contractor must check with its
clients and consider various
proposals as the negotiations
move forward.
“Labor negotiations are very
complicated,” Campbell said.
“There are always many interests being weighed against
each other, and SEIU represents a workforce much larger
than UGL and much larger
than Tufts.”
Herman and Weinrebe last
month created a Change.org
petition on behalf of TLC urging
students to support custodians
and demonstrate the importance
of workers’ rights to the administration and UGL Unicco.
“The petition is a symbolic
way of showing [University
President Anthony] Monaco
and the rest of Tufts that
the student body is aware of
the process that’s going on,”
Weinrebe said. “I think that’s
actually really important for
the students because we are
constituents here, and as students we may not feel as if
we have a lot of voice in cases
related to contract negotiations. We have a lot of power
because the union cannot do

Caroline Geiling / The Tufts Daily

Tufts Labor Coalition held a rally on April 26 in support of better working conditions for Tufts janitors ahead of their upcoming contract negotiations on May 21.
much explicitly on this campus, but we can.”
The petition has gained
almost 400 signatures as of
press time, fewer than Herman
and
Weinrebe
expected.
Herman attributed this to the
timing of this year’s negotiations, as it is easier to rally students behind the cause during

the academic year, rather than
over the summer.
“In the past there’s been
more of a build-up and follow
through, but because it’s in the
summer, it’s hard to do that,”
she said. “We’ve been trying
really hard to have that student voice, but it does make it
that much more difficult.”

TLC also supported the
staff on April 26 by holding a
rally on the upper patio of the
Mayer Campus Center.
Snyder noted that the petition
is a positive gesture towards Tufts
janitors and that the administration shares this sentiment.
“[The petition] I am sure, is
appreciated by the Tufts work-

force,” she said. “When students are proposing a petition
that is grateful and respectful
and honors a group of employees, then that can’t not make
employees feel good about
their jobs, so...I hope it brings
a kind of good collegial feeling
of praise among our custodial
employees.”

Nearly 3,500 Tufts degrees to be awarded today across university’s schools
During today’s commencement ceremony, the university’s 156th, Tufts will
award 3,445 degrees to students from
across the university.
The ceremony will take place on the
Academic Quad between Bendetson and
Ballou Halls and runs from 9 to 11 a.m.
Graduates from all Tufts school will participate
in the Academic Procession before the university presents honorary degrees — including to Claude Steele, the I. James Quillen
Dean of the School of Education at Stanford
University, who will also give the all-university Commencement address. Environmental
activist and Nobel Peace Prize nominee Lois
Gibbs, historian Philip Lampi, psychiatrist and
philanthropist Raymond Sackler, nutritionist

Ram Shrestha (N ‘90) and Syncsort co-founder
and philanthropist Aso Tavitian will also receive
honorary degrees. Retiring faculty will also be
recognized, after which graduating students
will be granted degrees by the Tufts University
Board of Trustees.
The second phase of commencement will
run from around 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. During
this time, events will be held for students
in particular schools and departments. For
undergraduates, this includes major-specific
ceremonies and lunches.
	Of today’s more than 3,000 degrees
awarded, 1,496 will go to undergraduates
and 1,949 will go to graduate students,
according to a Tufts University Public Relations
tally that was accurate as of May 15.

Oliver Porter / The Tufts Daily

To undergraduates, the School of Arts
and Sciences will distribute 960 Bachelor of
Arts degrees and 244 Bachelor of Science
degrees, as well as 107 Bachelor of Fine
Arts degrees and 185 Bachelor of Science in
Engineering degrees.
	Students from the Graduate School of Arts
and Sciences will recieve 495 degrees. These
range from 151 students receiving Master of
Arts degrees to one student receiving a Doctor
of Occupational Therapy degree. Additionally,
47 Ph.D.s, 15 Education Specialist degrees,
107 Master of Arts in Teaching degrees, 50
Master of Fine Arts degrees, eight Master
of Public Policy degrees and 116 Master of
Science degrees will be awarded.
The Graduate School of Engineering will
give out 254 degrees today: 93 Master of
Science degrees, 97 Master of Science in
Engineering Management degrees, 34 Master
of Engineering degrees and 30 Ph.Ds.
The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy
is awarding 362 degrees, among them 205
Master of Arts in Law and Diplomacy, 89
Master of Arts, 33 Master of International
Business, 17 Master of Laws in International
Law and 12 Ph.D. degrees. Six students will
also receive Master of Arts in Humanitarian
Assistance degrees.
	From the School of Dental Medicine, 216
students will receive degrees: 20 for Master
of Science and 196 for Doctor of Dental
Medicine.
The School of Medicine will award 167
Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) degrees. Joint
M.D. and Master of Business Administration
degrees will go to 10 students, and 19 will
receive a combination of M.D. and Master
in Public Health degrees. From the School
of Medicine’s Public Health and Professional
Degree Programs, 60 Master of Public Health,
58 Master of Science in Biomedical Science,

three Master of Science in Pain Research,
Education and Policy, eight Master of Science
in Health Communication, three joint
Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences/
Master of Public Health degrees, four joint
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine and Master
of Public Health degrees and three joint
Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences/
Master of Business Administration in Health
Management degrees.
	Students from the Sackler School of
Graduate Biomedical Sciences will receive 16
Master of Science degrees, 16 Ph.Ds and four
joint Doctor of Medicine and Ph.Ds.
The Friedman School of Nutrition Science
and Policy will give out 49 Master of Science,
five Master of Nutrition Science and Policy,
five Master of Arts in Humanitarian Assistance
and 13 Ph.D. degrees. They will also award
several degrees that combine a Master of
Science with another advanced degree: eight
with Combined Dietetic Internship, 15 with
Master of Public Health, eight with Master
of Arts in Law and Diplomacy and one with
Master of Arts in Urban and Environmental
Policy and Planning.
The Cummings School of Veterinary
Medicine will award 117 degrees, including one Master of Science in Comparative
Biomedical Sciences, 13 Master of Science
in Animals and Public Policy, seven Master
of Science in Conservation Medicine and
two Ph.D. degrees. Eighty-five students
will receive Doctor of Veterinary Medicine
degrees, and others will receive that degree
jointly, including two with a Master of
Science in Comparative Biomedical Sciences,
three with a Master of Science in Laboratory
Animal Medicine and one with a Master of
Public Health.
— Tufts Daily News Department
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A group of students and faculty, led by then-chair of the Drama and Dance Department Sherwood Collins, held a groundbreaking ceremony at the future site of the Balch Arena Theater. Photo by Jonathan Grauer (LA ‘92).

Vernon Riddick (LA ‘89) goes in for a basket. Photo by
Catherine Adderley (LA ‘87).

In a deep corner of the Daily’s
office, we found a collection
of photos from the paper’s
early days. Here’s a look back
at life on the Hill.

Tufts Daily archives

Students studying in the Mayer Campus Center. Photo by Caterina Henriquez (LA ‘95).

Tufts Daily Archives

Tufts Community Union senators debate fundng for a student group at a June 3, 1989 meeting.
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On November 5, 1991, students, faculty and gay rights advocates rallied outside of Ballou Hall to call
on the administration to address the concerns of LGBT students. Photo by Karl Schatz (LA ‘92).

University President Jean Mayer confronts protestors at a September 1995 candelight vigil
outside Ballow Hall. Photo by Catherine Adderley (LA ‘87).
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As ‘justified departure’ policy holds
steady, students continue push for repeal
by

Martha Shanahan

Daily Editorial Board

Months after the evangelical Christian
student group Tufts Christian Fellowship
(TCF) declined to apply for exemption
from the university’s nondiscrimination
policy under a new policy created by
the Committee on Student Life (CSL) in
December, the CSL decision remains in
place despite widespread student objection, and student leaders and activists in the Coalition Against Religious
Exclusion (CARE) have vowed to continue to oppose it even as another student
religious group has begun the process of
applying to use the policy.
“We’re still hoping for a complete
and full repeal,” rising junior Kumar
Ramanathan, a member of CARE,
said. “There is widespread discontent
on campus ... and we will continue to
express it.”
CARE member Duncan MacLaury,
a graduating senior, said the policy is
antithetical to Tufts’ values.
“This policy institutionalizes discrimination, creating a legal loophole [that]
effectively nullifies the important protections of the ‘all comers’ nondiscrimination policy when applied to student
religious groups,” he said.
After the Tufts Community Union
(TCU) Judiciary derecognized TCF in
the fall over clauses in its constitution
requiring group leaders to affirm their
belief in a specific list of Evangelical
tenets approved by TCF’s parent
organization, InterVarsity Christian
Fellowship/USA, the CSL — composed
of a dozen students and faculty members — developed a rule for “justified
departure,” allowing religious groups
to sidestep nondiscrimination requirements on religious grounds if their
constitutions violate the TCU constitution’s nondiscrimination clause. The
new policy shifted the responsibility of
judging religious groups’ requirements
for its leaders onto the Chaplaincy, a
university department consisting of the
chaplains for the four represented religious sects and currently headed by
interim University Chaplain Patricia
Budd Kepler.
Jordan Dashow, a rising senior who
has been active in CARE and was elected as a student representative on next
year’s CSL, said that while this year’s
committee had the student body’s interests in mind when it created the “justified departure” policy, reaction has
shown it to be unpopular with much of
the student body.
“I think it’s important to recognize
that when they created this policy
they weren’t doing this with ill intent,”
he said. “[But] the majority of students overwhelmingly does not support this policy ... I think, as a student
representative, it’s important that I
convey that message.”
In his role on the CSL, Dashow said,
he will advocate for the return to an “all
comers” approach for religious groups.
“[It would] create an atmosphere that
appreciates students’ identities but also
allows religious groups to have the values of their community,” he said.
Philip Starks, an associate professor
of biology who serves as faculty co-chair
of the CSL, said the body will consider
any suggestions to amend the rule.
“A central role of the CSL is to help
create policy that is fair to all students,” Starks told the Daily in an email.
“Because no policy is perfect, the CSL —
from the minute the university policy on
[student religious groups] was released
— has been willing to hear approaches
that can improve the policy.”
In March, TCF — which no longer exists
under that name and will return to the
Hill in the fall solely as the Tufts chapter of
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship/USA —
announced it would not request exemption or re-apply for Judiciary recognition.
TCF cited the CSL policy’s failure to make

Courtesy Kumar Ramanathan

Members of the Coalition Against Religious Exclusion (CARE) have protested a policy allowing
student religious organizations exemption from the university’s nondiscrimination clause.
a distinction between sexual orientation
and sexual expression as its reason for
not employing “justifiable departure” to
apply for re-recognition — a focal point
for those protesting the policy, who are
concerned that it would allow for discrimination against LGBT students.
“Our desire for every leader is to submit their sexual expression to the will
of God,” Ezichi Ednah Nwafor, one of
six members of TCF’s leadership board,
told the Daily in March. “We wouldn’t be
able to really make that distinction if we
put together expression and orientation
under one category.”
Last month, the policy was put to its
first practical test: The Tufts chapter of
the Seventh-day Adventist organization
Campus HOPE came forward to request
that the Chaplaincy grant it exemption from the nondiscrimination policy,
allowing it to request Judiciary recognition while keeping clauses in its constitution that would have previously kept it
from being funded.
In a statement last week, the
Chaplaincy — headed by Kepler — told
the Daily that Campus HOPE’s proposed
constitution contained a clause that
asked that their leaders be Adventists.
“They did not ask for any exemptions
regarding race, color, national or ethnic origin, age, sex, sexual orientation,
gender, gender identity and expression,
including a transgender identity, genetics, veteran status or any other protected status,” the statement said.
The Chaplaincy approved the proposal and forwarded it to the Judiciary,
which found that Campus HOPE’s constitution and Kepler’s approval of the
exemption did not fulfill the Judiciary’s
requirements for transparency.
“Fortunately for the Judiciary, it’s kind
of clear-cut,” Judiciary re-recognition
chair Jonathan Jacques, a rising senior,
said. “The only thing we have to decide
is whether the constitution is transparent or not. We want ... the constitution
to say exactly who can and cannot be a
leader of the group — if women can’t be
a leader of the group, you have to say a
woman can’t be a leader in the group.”
The Chaplaincy-approved constitution Campus HOPE submitted to the
Judiciary last month did not meet its
standards of transparency or specificity,
outgoing Judiciary chair Adam Sax said.
“[The Chaplaincy] approved a constitution that did not follow any of the
protocols of the CSL decision,” Sax, who
graduates today, said. “The CSL decision
requires ... if there is to be an exemption,
that there be doctrinal evidence. There
was no doctrinal evidence. I sent it back
to them and said, ‘I’m not going to bring
this ... to anyone.’”

Campus HOPE will enter the summer
in a state of limbo — its recognition is
currently pending with the Judiciary as
the body waits for further clarification
on what it means, in exact terms, to limit
leadership to Seventh-day Adventists.
While its recognition is pending — the
Judiciary has set an Oct. 1 deadline for
its application to be resolved — the
group will be allowed to continue to
meet and use the Tufts name but will
not have access to Senate funding or
full recognition until it can provide the
Judiciary with a satisfactorily transparent constitution.
“We anticipate that the discussion of
the group’s recognition will resume at the
start of the fall semester,” the Chaplaincy
said in its statement to the Daily.
However, Kepler will not be present to
see Campus HOPE and the Judiciary grapple with the continuing recognition process. On July 1, Rev. Gregory McGonigle
will leave his post as the director of Oberlin
College’s Office of Religious and Spiritual
Life to replace Kepler as Tufts’ chaplain.
How McGonigle views the CSL policy and
interprets Campus HOPE’s claims to a
doctrinal reason, Jacques said, will be crucial to the future of the policy.
“I have no idea exactly what his stance
is going to be, so that’s the biggest variable in everything,” he said. “He might
reject [Campus HOPE’s departure from
the nondiscrimination policy], because
he has the power to do so. He, being the
chaplain, can say no. We’re going to have
to work with him.”
McGonigle declined to comment
on what his approach will be until he
assumes the post in July.
After the Senate passed a resolution
calling on the faculty and University
President Anthony Monaco to call for
the policy’s repeal and CARE members
made similar demands, it became apparent that no body or university faculty
member has the official ability to force a
reversal of the decision. Members of the
Arts, Sciences and Engineering Faculty
Executive Committee declined to vote on
whether to strike down the policy or not
because of a lack of an administrative
precedent to do so, committee co-chair
Steven Hirsch told the Daily in March.
“There’s lots of different precedents
and a lot of contradictory information,”
Ramanathan said. “It’s really still quite
unclear what the recourse is.”
In an interview last month, Monaco
said that, while the faculty cannot vote
to repeal the policy, there is a possibility
it will come to the table again.
“They can’t overturn the CSL decision, but they can ask the CSL to reconsee CSL, page 14
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Most
magnificent
sandwich

O

n the morning I ate the best sandwich of my life, I woke up with a
massive headache, in someone
else’s Miller Hall room, unable to
see. Without my glasses and with my contact lenses strewn somewhere on the floor,
I squinted at the nearest clock.
It was 9 a.m. on a Sunday. Which meant,
thankfully, that Magnificent Muffin would
be open for another three hours.
I pulled on my jeans, snuck out of the
room and began the trek down Curtis
Street to Teele Square. I didn’t bother
stopping back at my dorm to grab glasses. I entered the unassuming blue-awning-ed storefront, which is sandwiched
between a convenience store and a Bank
of America. I staggered to the counter
and ordered bacon, egg and cheese on
an everything bagel. I sat down a bench
outside, unwrapped the foil container and
drenched the sandwich with Frank’s hot
sauce before taking a mammoth bite.
The combination of bacon, egg and
cheese on a bagel or English muffin is lifesustaining. I can’t think of any other way
to describe it. The word “tasty” or “delicious” doesn’t cut it. Crispy, salty bacon,
melty cheese and the unique texture of
two fried eggs equal pure satisfaction,
especially topped with copious hot sauce.
Magnificent Muffin, or “Mag Muff,”
makes one of the better bacon, egg and
cheeses I’ve tasted. Mag Muff is open
daily from 6 a.m to noon, and on weekend mornings after 10:30 a.m. there are
lines out the door. The crowd is mostly
non-Tufts students, and the spot is especially popular with firemen and women
on their way to work at the station across
the street.
Somerville residents in the know flood
this place, because Mag Muff’s take on
the bacon egg and cheese is classic and
consistent. The same ladies have been
crafting the sandwich behind the counter
since at least my freshman year, and they
have the bacon, egg and cheese down to
a science.
With this sandwich, there’s no use
getting fancy. Mag Muff starts by frying two eggs on a flattop grill. They flip
the eggs and cook the yolk through so
the sandwich doesn’t ooze onto your
shirt on the way to work or class or, in
my case, on the way to a serious nap.
The server then crisps the bacon separately on the flattop. A slice of white
American cheese is added to the eggs
at the very end and melted just enough.
The crispy bacon goes on top of the egg
and cheese, and the whole package is
placed onto a warm bagel.
Some sort of condiment is necessary to
keep the sandwich moist. I top mine with
a tangy hot sauce, but ketchup works too.
Then, the bacon, egg and cheese must
be consumed immediately. The sandwich
will get soggy within five minutes of coming off the grill.
Mag Muff’s bacon, egg and cheese goes
for around $3.50, and it costs around half
that to craft this simple sandwich at home
in a frying pan. On the morning of the
greatest sandwich experience of my life,
though, traversing the campus with my
head pounding and a powerful hunger in
my belly, I craved Mag Muff’s version.
I’ve eaten other sandwiches with more
complexity of flavor and texture. I’ve consumed other sandwiches that take more
risks. But the best sandwich I ever ate is as
simple as it gets.
Bacon. Egg. Cheese.
Start off a day with those three ingredients and we’re ready to take on the world.
Ben Kochman graduates today with a
degree in English. He can be reached at
benjamin.kochman@tufts.edu and on
Twitter @benkochman. Watch the video
version of this column on Jumbo Slice or on
The Tufts Daily’s YouTube page.
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Last August, Sabienne Brutus tore her anterior cruciate ligament, or ACL, during a track workout. Her athletic career as a thrower could have ended then, had she
chosen to have the surgery that would have taken long
months to recover from. Instead, she chose to go through
intensive therapy so that she could continue to compete.
It worked — at least well enough to earn her an AllAmerican title with a weight throw of 56 feet 1 ¾ inches
at the Indoor Track & Field National Championships.
Brutus came to Tufts as a sprinter, an event that
she ran her freshman year winter. As the season went
on, however, she didn’t feel as though her trajectory
was where she wanted it to be, and she began to
look at another option.
“I wasn’t getting better. I was hurt. My two choices
were to either quit track or to try something new, and I
didn’t want to quit athletics,” Brutus said. “There were
these two girls who were throwers — we don’t have a
lot of throwers because there’s still sort of a taboo about
it. When you think thrower, you think big and fat and
all these things, and that’s why a lot of people don’t get
into it, even if they’re good. Girls with the stigmas of
society don’t really want to lift heavy, because they’re
afraid they’re going to look like men.”
Luckily for Tufts, this stereotype didn’t hold her back.
“So these two girls, they were always doing well, and
so I was like, ‘You know what, I think I can throw this
ball,’ and from then on, I studied throwing. It wasn’t
always easy, but I stuck to it. You fall, you get back up,”
Brutus said.
	Throwing successfully requires control, she added.
“If you’re strong and you think that you can just force
it out, you’re going to fall. So you have to be patient.
It’s a sport that requires you to be angry and calm at the
same time,” she said. “At the time you start, you have
to be collected; you do your winds, and then you stay
collected so you can count your steps as you do 360s in
the circle, and by the time you have to release, you better be angry and just yank it out so it can leave and go
distances, because it’s all about distances.”
Brutus may have already garnered one All-American
title, but she’s not done with college athletics yet. She’s
looking to earn another title at Outdoor Track & Field
National Championships, where if she reaches her goal
of throwing the hammer 60 meters, she’ll have a shot at
going to the 2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro. There, she
would represent Haiti, the country where she grew up, a
country that hasn’t medalled since 1928.
	Alongside her athletic success, Brutus has completed a double major in international relations and
political science. She plans on pursuing her interests
in international affairs in the future and attending
graduate school after she has narrowed down her
focus. She has applied for the Peace Corps, a twoyear program, but plans on taking time off from academia after graduation, whether through the Peace
Corps or not.
“Right now, I don’t have a job. But the plan is to find
whatever it is to find a focus for grad school. I know
that I want to go for international relations, but now do
I want to do economic development in Latin America?
Do I want to work with refugees and their rights on
border disputes? Do I want to do women empowerment
projects? I feel like after my two years off, I should have
an idea of what that’s going to be and then go back to
grad school for that,” she said.
Brutus, who speaks Creole, French, English and
Spanish fluently, hopes to learn at least another four
languages in her lifetime. She wants to work to improve
the world, travelling as much as possible.
“I read a quote not too long ago that said, ‘Where
your talents and passion meet, there lies your vocation,’” Brutus said. “So hopefully, any talent I have and
any passion I have will meet ... I want to help people
and also be happy.”

	Stephen Goeman has left a strong legacy of outspoken student activism at Tufts. As a member of Students
Promoting Equality, Awareness and Compassion (SPEAC)
and the Coalition Against Religious Exclusion (CARE),
Goeman has become an impassioned and vocal member
of the Tufts community.
CARE is a relatively new student organization, formalized
just this year, that works to raise awareness about religious
exclusion and inclusion.
“[CARE] used to be [where] just a handful of us would
meet in the LGBT Center [or] in the Campus Center ... and
write op-eds or just talk about trying to find allies in the administration,” Goeman said. “And then once the [Committee on
Student Life] (CSL) policy dropped, we formalized ourselves
just about overnight ... because it upset a lot of students.”
	This year, Goeman helped to found the Consent Culture
Network, a coalition group that brings together students
concerned about ending rape culture at Tufts and providing
resources for survivors of sexual assault on campus. Goeman
has also been a leader of the Tufts Freethought Society for all
four of his years at the university.
“I didn’t come to Tufts to do these things,” he said. “I
came to Tufts to study philosophy ... and just lock myself in
a book somewhere,” he said. “But Tufts just attracts a lot of
really cool radical people with a lot of ideas that I hadn’t even
thought about before coming here.”
Goeman said he was attracted to the Freethought Society
when he first came to Tufts.
“I became an atheist in high school, and it was really weird
to be the one non-believer in a really conservative Christian
town. So when I got to Tufts ... it was just really cool to be
around other people who would have similar thoughts to
what I had,” he said.
Goeman said that the Freethought Society helped him to
become more open to many different religious communities.
“I’ve been able to form really mutually enriching relationships with individuals and faith communities at Tufts and sort
of [see] them as a source for activism,” he explained.
	The Freethought Society has also lobbied the administration for a Humanist chaplain for the past few years. The
administration has proved receptive so far, although actual
progress within the Chaplaincy may be slow.
Goeman’s majors — cognitive and brain sciences and philosophy — have helped him in his journey in activism. He said
he was attracted to the work of Austin B. Fletcher Professor
of Philosophy Daniel Dennett, the co-director of the Center for
Cognitive Studies and a renowned philosopher.
“I think the major was helpful in a way in that it often
showed why we do things that I would consider unjust, or
why people are racist ... There’s a huge psychological background to that,” he said.
Goeman this year did research with Professor Ayanna
Thomas and graduate student Simon Howard exploring
the cross-race effect — the tendency for individuals to be
able to recognize faces of their own race better than those
of other races. He had initially hypothesized that priming
people with certain concepts would change their ability to recognize faces of people who belonged to races other than their
own. His research, however, did not support his hypothesis.
“It suggests, at least preliminarily, that the cognitive processes that we use to identify people of our own race are
distinct from those that we use to recognize people of another
race,” he said.
Goeman says that he is not entirely sure of his postgraduation plans. He writes for the Huffington Post’s religion
section and was recently published on Thought Catalog, a
digital magazine.
“I’m hoping to do some more writing ... and beyond that
I’m looking to get involved in interfaith nonprofit work ... planning service projects and building bridges between different
communities,” he said.
Goeman’s parting words for those not graduating?
“Don’t spend all your time studying. Get out there and do
something ... The most enriching part of my undergraduate
career was the activism work,” he said.

	Nadav Hirsh knew in middle school that he wanted a
professional career in theater.
“My dad has been taking me to the theater my entire
life,” Hirsh said. “We’ve been going to the theater since
before I can remember.”
	Hirsh chose Tufts in part for its drama department.
Beyond four years working toward a major in drama and a
minor in linguistics, Hirsch has also been a part of at least 15
productions with several different theater groups, taking on
a variety of roles.
“My first show was ‘Kiss Me Kate.’ Then I started doing
student theater through 3Ps and Torn Ticket [II],” Hirsh
said. “I mostly did a lot with Torn Ticket during my first
year, which is musical theater, because I love that. I came in
knowing I wanted to do acting, but I worked my way into
lighting and design.”
	After taking several courses that focus on the technical
aspects of theater, as well as on directing, Hirsh was able
to take on leadership roles in more productions. His involvement later extended into other student groups.
“Sophomore year, I got into HYPE! Mime Troupe, which
is, we’re pretty sure, the only collegiate mime troupe in New
England,” he said. “It’s great; it’s all collaborative, and we
write our own stuff. This year was our 15th anniversary.”
	Some of Hirsh’s favorite past shows include “Over the
Rainbow,” a production that has been performed each
year that he has been here, and “Alice in Wonderland,” for
which he took on his most recent role as director.
“[‘Over the Rainbow’] is a benefit that is co-produced by
Torn Ticket and 3Ps, the Department of Drama and Dance
and a couple of other people, which benefits Broadway
Cares/Equity Fights AIDS,” Hirsh said. “[During] its second
year, I was a freshman ... in it. The year after that, I was in
a couple of the songs and also assistant-directed it. Then I
directed it my junior year.”
“Alice in Wonderland” was part of the second half of
Hirsh’s senior capstone project — the first part was lighting
design for Torn Ticket II’s “A Man of No Importance” last
semester. “Alice in Wonderland” was an opportunity for
Hirsh to finish off his senior year with something that he had
always envisioned doing at Tufts.
“I had directed smaller shows ... but this was the first and
only really full, huge, mainstage production that I got to do,
which was a nice ending to everything.”
	Although the script for “Alice in Wonderland” was written for a cast of 40, Hirsh performed it with a cast of 10.
“It ended up being a really, really strong ensemble. It really
did open a lot of doors for being creative,” Hirsh said. “It’s
the kind of show that you can really go any direction with. I
wanted to give actors and designers stuff to play with rather
than say ‘This is this play, let’s get it right.’ We were able to
‘get it right’ but do it however we wanted.”
	This creative, collaborative aspect of theater that Hirsh
was able to focus on in “Alice in Wonderland” is part of
what he loves about theater as a whole.
“I always get excited when I go into a theater ... [It’s] collaborative. So many people have something to say,” he said.
“It means it’s not just one person’s perspective. Therefore,
it’s more accessible to more people ... And it’s live, which is
nice. You get to feel it for two hours, but all you can do is
remember how it felt.”
	After premiering “Alice in Wonderland” on March 7,
Hirsh has been gearing up to graduate and move across the
country to continue pursuing work in the performing arts.
His future plans remain open to different opportunities.
“I know where I’ll be, but I don’t know what I’ll be doing,”
Hirsh said, remarking on his future move to Portland, Ore. He
hopes to work in Portland’s smaller, tight-knit theater community, as well as the city’s independent TV and film projects.
“I will be looking for work in the arts once I get there ...
I want to try it all, especially because in Portland film, TV
and theater all overlap,” he said. “If I could do everything
I wanted, I would be an actor, a lighting designer and
voice actor. We’ll see how that works out. I may have to
pick just two.”

— by Amelia Quinn

— by Jessica Mow

— by Charlotte Gilliland
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	As an international relations major, what Katie Monson
enjoys most is observing how individuals interact in order
to understand macro-level questions.
“I don’t know what people outside of IR think about IR,
but to me it’s a very fundamental study of why humans
are the way that they are, and how you can maximize
good things for people and try to minimize some of the
scarier things like war and conflict,” Monson said.
Majoring in both international relations — with a
concentration in international security — and economics,
Monson has involved herself in academic and co-curricular activities that allow her to engage with such questions
throughout her four years at Tufts.
Last summer, she applied her studies to a Pentagon fellowship at the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense
for Acquisitions, Technology and Logistics.
“Watching my office build relationships with Moscow,
build relationships with our partners in London ... [I had]
that cognizance that at the end of the day, it all comes
down to ... how people are interacting,” Monson said.
Monson began her college career by participating
in the Institute for Global Leadership’s (IGL) 20092010 Education for Public Inquiry and International
Citizenship (EPIIC) colloquium. Monson found that
year’s colloquium, “South Asia: Conflict, Culture,
Complexity and Change,” was a perfect match for her
interest in studying Pakistan.
Participating in EPIIC led her to an intense engagement
with the IGL over the course of her Tufts career. After
doing some research freshman year, she was able to cochair the IGL’s National Security and Civil Liberties Program
as a sophomore.
“I’m sad that [the program] hasn’t been revived
because it does look at these tensions between how
do we protect the country and the people in the United
States but also respect their rights,” she said. “I think,
especially given what we saw [on April 19 with] all of
the issues in Watertown and people’s houses being
searched, there is a real tension point there in that [it’s]
really hard to figure out how you’re going to manage
these competing concerns.”
	The program’s focus that spring was on WikiLeaks,
secrecy and transparency in a democratic society. While
Monson and her colleagues had the email address of
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange and considered reaching out to him, they decided against it.
“We didn’t want his personality and politics to overshadow the issues at hand,” Monson said. “So we ended
up bringing the man who housed him in his British estate,
Vaughan Smith, [who] talked about his work with human
rights and also having [Assange] live with him.”
Monson has also worked with the Alliance Linking
Leaders in Education and the Services (ALLIES). She was
drawn to the program after President Barack Obama
announced his plan to pull out troops from Afghanistan
in December 2009. Monson served as the programming
director her sophomore year and as the co-chair of ALLIES
in the spring of her junior year after returning from China.
Monson has travelled to China three times: once after
her sophomore year in high school, again after her first
year at Tufts, when she received a critical language scholarship from the State Department to study in Nanjing and
a third time studying abroad during her junior year.
Monson was accepted to the University of St. Andrews
in Scotland, but has decided to turn it down to gain more
professional experience abroad.
“I think it’s really important to make sure that you’re
doing something that you love,” she said. “I think it’s
a terrifying feeling to look back and evaluate whether
you enjoy doing something,” Monson said. “Tufts is
full of people who are high-achieving, and I think it’s
really challenging ... to be willing to do something that
doesn’t come naturally. I’m really glad that I did take
advantage of things that I wanted to do ... even though
I was challenged.”

	After traveling to Uganda three times during her four
years at Tufts, where she worked to increase local access to
clean water with Engineers Without Borders (EWB), Misaki
Nozawa’s career and life plans have been forever altered.
	Though she majored in biomedical engineering (BME),
Nozawa is considering attending graduate school for a
degree in mechanical engineering to further her involvement
in development work.
	Nozawa got involved in the Tufts chapter of EWB her
freshman year, the first year of the Uganda program. Her
involvement with the program progressed from participant
her first year to group leader her second year to project
leader and co-president of the group this year.
	The group aimed to provide clean water sources for a village called Shilongo. Its initial project was a stationary bicycle
system that would serve as a water pump for the community. The project ultimately failed, due to miscommunication of
cultural taboos, forcing the group to rethink their strategy.
“While we were building [the bicycle] they were constantly hysterically laughing. We asked a translator to help
us out, and we figured out they were laughing because of
this cultural taboo. They want our help and are afraid that if
they give any negative feedback ... we’ll leave. We’re in that
point in the relationship now, though, where they know we
won’t leave them.”
	Nozawa feels communications have improved since her
first trip to Shilongo.
“I’ve started to learn the local language, Lugisu, a little bit
to hold small conversations,” Nozawa said.
	EWB is now focusing on the benefits that motorized storage tanks can offer the community.
“Currently, they are working with a well, and we want
to have a storage tank so that [they] don’t have to wait to
get water,” she said. “We’re trying to replace [the bicycle]
system with a motor that runs on electricity so they just have
to turn it on.”
	According to Nozawa, the group members on a trip this
January checked on parts and talked with community leaders about the next steps of implementation. Next January,
the group will make a trip again — but for the first time in
four years, Nozawa won’t be on it.
“EWB was a life-changing activity — that’s my favorite
thing I did here at Tufts,” she said.
	Nowaza also had an impact at Diagnostics for All, a company that produces rapid point-of-care diagnostic tests for
developing countries.
“Whenever you go to the doctor and you need to get
tested for something, it requires this extensive technology
that developing countries don’t have access to,” she said. “I
was developing a device to detect whether newborn babies
and the expecting mother were anemic or not.”
	Nozawa focused her senior design project on silk needles
and the Hepatitis B vaccine after learning about the technology in one of her favorite courses, Principles of Controlled
Release and Drug Delivery.
“Silk has been proven to be a good bio-material that
helps vaccines stay potent over a long period of time that
usually require refrigeration. If the vaccine is embedded into
silk, you can leave it in the blazing hot sun for six months and
it would still be active,” she explained.
	As for the next few years, Nozawa said she has no
definite plans. She is thinking about pursuing a graduate
degree so that she can increase the effectiveness of her
work in development.
“A lot of the jobs in international development require
a more general engineering degree,” she said. “BME is very
specific, very developed, where you’re using millions of dollars of high-tech equipment. But if I want to pursue what I
want to pursue I will need a different background.”
	Nozawa’s advice for current undergraduate Tufts students
is to start networking now.
“Go to talks, go to events that seem interesting to you,”
Nozawa said. “There are so many different lectures that go
on. You can go listen to them, introduce yourself, jot down
names and look them up later. It’s really helpful.”

For four years, Tabias Wilson has carved out spaces within
the chatter of campus dialogue to make room for conversations about underrepresented identities — conversations that
empower marginalized people across campus to develop a
voice that demands attention.
	As a black man growing up in Kansas, Wilson was familiar
with overt racism, but he was unprepared for Boston’s subtler
version. During finals week his freshman year, Wilson was
working the overnight shift at Eaton Hall. When he left late at
night, he was stopped by a Tufts University Police Department
officer who didn’t think that Wilson looked like a Tufts student. The officer asked for his Tufts ID, and Wilson was forced
to stand outside for 10 minutes while the officer tried to confirm his identity.
“I had to give him a driver’s license to validate the fact that my
Tufts ID was, in fact, a real ID,” Wilson said. “That was one of the
first interactions I had had with that type of racism at Tufts.”
Disillusioned early on, Wilson took a first stab at bettering the experience for students of color at Tufts by running
for a seat on the Tufts Community Union Senate and serving as the chair of the Culture, Ethnicity and Community
Affairs Committee.
“I wrote the bylaws and created what is now the diversity
officer on Senate. I [also] wrote the referendum for giving
community reps the right to vote ... and, of course, the basic
resolution for Africana studies,” he said.
Wilson left the Senate his sophomore year, feeling as
though he’d accomplished what he wanted. He pursued his
activism through other channels — for example, as president
of the Pan African Alliance.
“My tenure as president was all about getting Africana
studies agreed to and getting it off the ground,” Wilson said.
	Although an Africana studies major was eventually pushed
through, getting the administration to listen to students when
he first arrived at Tufts was nearly impossible, whereas now
they’re much more open to students’ input, Wilson said. From
2011’s April Open House demonstration to the occupation
of Ballou Hall later that year, Wilson says the administration
learned to listen.
“They started listening to us because, at that point, they
knew there were very few things that we wouldn’t do to get
our message across and to be heard,” he said.
Much of Wilson’s activism has involved community
outreach and organization at the intersection of race
and lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) issues.
Intersectionality — the idea that disenfranchised people’s
many identities combine and inform a unique experience
— is at the heart of Wilson’s activism. He helped establish
Queer Students of Color and Allies and conducted outreach
between Tufts’ LGBT, black and Hispanic organizations and
Boston’s Hispanic Black Gay Coalition.
In his work with the Charles Hamilton Houston Institute for
Race and Justice at Harvard Law School, Wilson helped publish a paper advising against the passage of Massachusetts’
then-pending “three strikes” law.
“[I am proudest of being able] to organize in communities
…with people of color and the NAACP... as well as with legal
scholars at Harvard Law, and to get this report out there that
dissuaded people in the legislature from voting for this law,”
Wilson said.
Wilson capped off his college experience with an invitation
to the White House to spend the day with the vice president
and the nation’s top young LGBT leaders. Now, Wilson plans
to direct his education and experiences to becoming a federal
judge. He sees the bench as the place from which he can
effect the most change, asserting that the rulings judges make
bring about new laws and, therefore, new meanings.
“People can have all these ideologies about the world and
have all these values. But the fact of the matter is, when you
leave your house, your values have very little meaning,” he
said. “What really matters is the legislative values of the society
that you live in, and so once you can tweak and change those
policies and push them a little bit to the left or the right or
what-have-you, you’ve in fact just changed the lens through
which the country looks at itself.”

— by Hannah Fingerhut

— by Shannon Vavra

— by Falcon Reese

The Tufts Daily

14

Features

Commencement 2013

Falcon Reese | Tongues Tied

Who says
you can’t
go home?

S

o. Y’all are graduating. I mean,
congrats, I guess. I wish I could
say I cared, but I’m kind of
indifferent. If I had, like, some
friends who were seniors, I’d probably
care more.
But I don’t.
Because if I did, I’d be crying all over
my keyboard right now. Just, you know,
wailing, tears streaming down my face,
sobbing about how much I’m going to
miss them, and how my life won’t be
the same without them, and how I just
want to wrap them up in a hug and
never let them go because I won’t know
what to do with myself next year when
I’m all alone.
So it’s a good thing I don’t have any
senior friends. Phew. Glad I can just
continue not caring.
*sniffle* *blows nose*
Clearly, I don’t do sentimental too
well. There’s something about syrupy
-sweet displays of emotion that make
me want to scrub my skin raw. In consideration of my emotional stuntedness, then, I leave all you soon-to-be
graduates with a word with which you
can be as sentimental as you choose
while I can wash my hands of it.
“Hiraeth” is a Welsh word that can
be approximated in English by the
ideas of homesickness and nostalgia.
It’s more complex than that, but essentially it refers to longing for a place that
has been lost or that can’t be returned
to. Various explanations define it as a
particularly Welsh concept — as in, it’s
something the Welsh people feel for
Wales when they’re away from home
— but like many of the words I write
about, I’ll extrapolate the meaning to
suit my own purposes — my own purposes being to give you a word not to
describe your time at Tufts, but how
you’ll feel once you leave.
Unless you hated it here. Or unless
you’re a cold, unfeeling shell of a
human being. Or unless you share my
lack of facility with sentimental displays of emotion.
But if you’re normal and had an
amazing four years and today feels bittersweet — and not just because you’ll
be losing that cushion of justifiable
unemployment — then the homesickness and nostalgia and longing for a
place to which you can’t return that
“hiraeth” embodies might currently
encompass how you feel about leaving Tufts. It might. I’m not sure. I don’t
know your life, and I’m only psychic in
my superhero-themed daydreams. But
it might.
Over the course of writing this column, I’ve come across a surprising
number of words that express differing
shades of the bittersweet melancholy
that “hiraeth” describes. There’s “saudade” (Portuguese), “hüzün” ( Turkish),
“toska” (Russian) and a host of others that I didn’t bother writing down
or remembering because they kind of
bummed me out at the time. None
ever had quite the same definition or
context or feeling as another, so why
choose “hiraeth” to focus on? Because
I think the idea of longing for a place
you can’t return to is particularly apt
as you graduate. Once you accept that
diploma, you can return to Tufts, physically, but you’ll always be just a bit out
of step with the life you led here. And
that’s ... “hiraeth.”
Well, that was a tad mawkish. My
bad. I didn’t mean to depress y’all. To
the graduating class and, most especially, to all of my “nonexistent” senior
friends — who I’m not going to list
because this isn’t the Academy Awards
and none of you got me a shiny gold
trophy as a going-away present anyway
— I offer my heartfelt congratulations.
And don’t worry, you’re not alone: My
mascara’s running, too.
*sniffle* *blows nose*
Falcon Reese is a rising senior majoring
in sociology. He can be reached at falcon.
reese@tufts.edu.

Courtesy L.A. Steele / Stanford University

Stanford University’s Claude Steele will deliver today’s commencement address.

Commencement speaker Claude Steele
researches negative stereotypes, testing
by

Charlotte Gilliland
Daily Editorial Board

Claude Steele, the I. James Quillen
Dean of the School of Education at
Stanford University, will be delivering the
Commencement address to the Class of
2013 today. A well-known social psychologist, Steele has served as the 21st Provost
of Columbia University for the past two
years, previously having taught psychology and performed research for 18 years
at the University of Utah, the University
of Washington, the University of Michigan
and Stanford. Steele’s work has focused on
stereotype threat and its effects on the academic performance of minority students
— in 2010, he published “Whistling Vivaldi
and Other Clues to How Stereotypes Affect
Us,” which addressed his comprehensive
research on these issues. His work has also
covered topics such as self-affirmation and
addictive behaviors.
The Tufts Daily: Much of your research has
focused on the stereotype threat. Can you
summarize what the stereotype threat is,
exactly what threat it poses and why it’s
important for people to know about it?
Claude Steele: It happens to everybody. It’s
a pretty frequent experience. [It occurs] any
time you’re in a situation where you’re doing
something for which a negative stereotype
about one of your identities ... your age, your
race, your religion ... is applicable to what
you’re doing, and you know that you could
be judged in terms of that stereotype.
If you care about what you’re doing, the
prospect of being reduced to a stereotype
like that is upsetting, it’s disturbing. The
threat is that you as an individual could
be seen in terms of that negative stereotype about one of your group identities and
be treated in terms of that stereotype and
judged in terms of that stereotype.
It’s a kind of threat that can affect people
in important situations. If you’re a woman
taking difficult math courses in college and
you want to have a career in a quantitativebased field, you don’t want to be in a field

where you will be judged with negative
stereotypes about women’s math skills. It
could be a field that is so uncomfortable
that you drop that major or take a different
path. Every time you open your mouth, you
feel you could be judged. Knowing about
this phenomenon helps you understand the
nature of this discomfort. It’s important to
know about because it helps people handle
situations better. In schools and workplaces,
it helps them to do things to prevent it when
they recognize it.
One place it could have an effect in college
is women in math. If they experience frustration or if they stumble, they could be seen in
negative stereotypes about their group’s abilities. In universities and colleges, knowing
that this is a possibility, they can do things to
reduce that sense of stress. The purpose the
work is to bring this psychological process
to the public with the hope that where it is a
problem, we could do things to reduce it.
There is a level of things that schools
can do, like having a diversity of students.
Diversity sends a signal — in this situation,
there are lots of different identities, so no
one is special. The idea of having different types of people in a setting will make
people feel less vulnerable ... If I know that
people value diversity like this and they
don’t see it as competing with excellence,
then I know that who I am is of value on
that campus, as opposed to who I am is
seen as a threat to excellence.
TD: Could you tell us a little bit about the
research that you’ve done on the topic?
CS: We had done some experiments [on]
whether standardized testing can be a factor. We brought in males and women and
gave them a really hard math test all alone
in a room by themselves.
For women, this would be a different situation than for men. Women would have
an extra worry about confirming stereotypes. They’re in a room all by themselves
and part of their thinking could be, “Maybe
I’m confirming what they say about women’s math abilities,” which would undermine their performance. The men and the

women who had the same math skills took
the test, but the women performed worse
than the men.
We did it again and took the stereotype
threat out of the situation for women, so
then hypothetically they should match
the men. We said, “You may have heard
that women don’t do as well, but that’s
not true for the test you’re taking today.
Women always do as well as men. You
may find out you’re not as good as math
as you thought you were, but it’s not about
women versus men.”
With this instruction, women performed
just as well as men ... In the first test, you
don’t have to give the threat. When you get
to the difficult point of the test, when you
start to worry and are frustrated, it naturally comes to mind. You don’t have to do
anything to supply it.
TD: What inspired you to get into the field
of social psychology in general and, more
specifically, what inspired your research on
minority student academic performance?
CS: I always loved it. I took psychology. I
liked psych in general. I took a number of
social psych courses and really loved those
and thought maybe I could go to graduate
school in social psych. I liked it more than
anything else.
I had always been interested in [minority
student academic performance]. I’m a child
of the civil rights generation and the idea of
education being critical to mobility in society always got to me. When I moved to the
University of Michigan, I got put on a committee for the recruitment and retention of
minority students. I learned about the problem and saw some data that was interesting,
and it really got me started thinking about
this problem about inclusiveness in higher
education. My research did not focus on this
problem until I got on the committee.
TD: How did you come to be the Tufts
Commencement speaker this year?
CS: I hold Tufts in the highest regard as a
see STEELE, page 15

CSL decision receives backlash, remains in place
CSL

continued from page 11

sider or to go away and rethink it and
then come back. That’s one outcome,”
Monaco said.
In the interview, held before Campus
HOPE sought out Chaplaincy permission
for “justified departure,” Monaco added
that the first group to apply would serve
as a test for the policy’s effectiveness.

“I think ... working with a group
coming through to use the exception
will be a learning experience, and
that’ll help also understand how this
policy works. I’m really waiting to see
how the process goes through,” he
said. “I think this is not something
that an individual should decide; I
think it’s something we as a community need to decide.”

MacLaury said having a policy allowing religious groups to “depart” from the
nondiscrimination policy is problematic
in itself.
“Ultimately, whether a student religious group uses this policy or not is
irrelevant — its very existence actively
threatens the inclusive environment
the university as a whole seeks to create,” he said.
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Courtesy Shane Goetze

Hillel-sponsored volunteer groups spend the summer working and learning off the Hill.

Hillel summer service trips to Haiti,
Rwanda send students to repair, rebuild
by

Rebecca Sinai

Contributing Writer

For a charitable summer, Tufts Hillel
recommends two destinations: Haiti
and Rwanda. As two summer trips prepare to leave the Hill for Port-au-Prince
and Rwamagana, Rwanda, students are
studying up on the countries’ histories
and preparing to make the best of their
contribution to aid efforts in two places
that have seen their share of troubles.
Rising junior Julie Margolies is leading
this year’s Hillel to Haiti trip, scheduled
for departure tomorrow and sponsored by
the Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
(JDC). She said the students on the weeklong trip will volunteer in local communities near the Port-au-Prince area, primarily focusing on recovery efforts following
the 2010 earthquake. All the students on
the trip are Jewish, while the communities
they serve are not — JDC has for almost
100 years sponsored trips for Jewish people from around the world to provide
relief in more than 70 countries.
Margolies, who participated in last
summer’s Hillel-JDC trip to Morocco,
said the JDC’s main goal is to “create a
new generation of Jewish leaders.”
“[We want students to come on these
trips to] talk about emerging issues
around the world and build a community
of active citizens who are able to engage
in these issues,” Margolies said.
She and her fellow travelers have,
through several orientation programs,
learned about the JDC’s mission, Haiti,
and each another. The group held a drive
at the campus center to collect different
sports equipment for a school they will
be working with.
Margolies said that she expects the
trip to Haiti to be more hands-on and
service-oriented than the trip to Morocco
JDC sponsored last year. Students in Haiti
will be focusing on public health issues
and health education, as well as working alongside Haitian students to build
sports courts for recreational purposes.
She also anticipates that this trip will
be different because the group will not be

working with a Jewish community, whereas Tufts students were able to engage
with the Jewish community in Morocco
during last summer’s trip. Although they
were working with a “well-off” community, Margolies said that the problems
they faced included a “lack of strength”
as a community. She explained that many
students from the community go abroad
for university-level education and never
return to Morocco. Much of the work that
Tufts students did in Morocco involved
helping the Moroccans feel connected to
their own Jewish community and externally to the global Jewish community as
a whole.
On the other side of the world, a group
of about 20 students from diverse religious
backgrounds will arrive this summer in
rural Rwanda for Hillel’s annual sponsored trip to the Agahozo-Shalom Youth
Village (ASYV), a structured residential community for orphaned Rwandan
children. There, they will work on small
group service projects like building irrigation ditches and parking structures.
“[The] real purpose of [the] trip is to
rebuild the experience for the individuals
housed in the village, youth orphans of the
genocide,” rising senior Shane Goetz said.
Goetz, who travelled to the village last
year and will lead this year’s trip along
with rising junior Natasha Kieval, said
the 10 days the students spend in the village are focused on educating themselves
about the context of genocide and finding
ways to help within the village. By playing
and talking with the students who live in
the village and working on local community service projects, the students explore
their faith and learn about service.
The trip used to be sponsored by the
JDC — for the past two years, however, it has been billed as an “interfaith”
experience. In faith-based discussions,
students connect their experiences to
Christianity, Islam and Judaism but also
include elements of Buddhism, Sufism
and Native American spirituality, Kieval
told the Daily in an email.
“What’s important is that ‘interfaith’
doesn’t really mean ‘secular,’ so we spend

a lot of time talking about faith in an
interfaith context,” she said.
Kieval said this approach helps students on the trip connect their faith with
the program’s approach. She added that
the group discusses the values of shortterm service and how several religious
groups consider social justice.
After the program ends, Tufts students
who participated in the trip return to
campus in the fall to share what they
learned on the trip with fellow students
and raise money for the program.
“We’re acting as ambassadors for the
village,” Goetz said.
According to Kieval, there is also a
fundraising component of the Rwanda
trip that plays into bringing the conversation back to Tufts.
“Each year the Tufts group raises a
minimum of $5,000 before the trip and
continues to fundraise upon return,”
Kieval said. “This money goes directly
to the children of [the] Agahozo-Shalom
Youth Village.”
The funds go toward a child’s education
and housing for a year, though Kieval said
that the group does not choose where the
funds specifically go.
Tufts students travelling through Hillel on
these trips have returned with a much deeper
understanding of different communities.
“Students are very impacted by their
experiences and remain connected to the
village. Many keep in touch with friends
they made at the village,” Kieval said,
adding that a Tufts alumnus who went on
the Rwanda trip in its pilot year now lives
and works in the village, Kieval said.
Whether the students have made a
tangible difference, though, can be hard
to measure.
Margolies commented that given the
goal of these service trips, ensuring that
the impact of the trips is beneficial can
often be difficult.
“In terms of lasting impact, while I can
only speak about my personal experience
on last year’s trip, it is difficult to quantify
our impact as we aren’t in constant direct
contact with the communities that we
visited,” Margolies said.

Steele advises students to not fear asking for help
STEELE

university. I am honored to be asked to do
this. I hope I can get it all finished in time.
It’s a great honor to have an honorary degree
conferred on oneself by a school as great as
Tufts is. It was an easy decision ... I hope I do
a good job.

mission is in 10 minutes to say something
as useful as I can.
I’ve given three or four [commencement
speeches] over the years. I enjoy them [but]
they are hard to do. You have to be brief,
you have to a little sense of humor and you
want to say something useful. It’s a fun and
challenging thing to give.

TD: Can you give us a preview of what
you’ll be discussing in your Tufts
Commencement address?
CS: I’m certainly giving a couple of ideas.
Commencement speeches are in big part
advice about how to undergo the journey
of life. You get a chance to give advice
like that. I’ll try to start with that and
draw lessons both personally and from
my research. I hope to be as helpful and
as thoughtful to the graduates as I possibly can. The day is about them, and my

TD: What one piece of advice would you
give to a college graduate entering the
workforce?
CS: I’ll tell you a story. I’m a male, and it
was a long time in life before I learned
that when you get lost — when you’re trying to find a building or find a house or
something of that sort — and you’re out
driving or walking, for a long time, as its
true of many males, I would avoid asking
for directions. I wanted to do it myself.
Somewhere in mid-life, I started asking

continued from page 14

for directions, and I learned all kinds of
things. You can learn about a whole new
world; people tell you things you never
imagined. Every time I asked for directions, it’s turned out to be a positive experience, I’ve gotten a lot of information,
[and] sometimes you even make friends.
A whole world opens up to you when you
ask for directions.
That’s going to be a core piece of advice
for how to live your life. There are a lot of
things that are important in life — persistence, endurance, resilience and so on —
but I want to remind people to keep asking for directions. I’ll play that out in terms
of my research. That principle has helped
me be a good scientist, and develop ideas
that I never would have come up with on
my own. It’s one of the personal strategies
a person can use to reduce stereotype
threat ... I’ll explain how in my talk.

oday is graduation day, and after
four years together we will soon
go our separate ways. Before our
parting, I want to say one thing.
If one day you have children — and
some of you will, and some of you
won’t — I implore you to raise your
daughters as empowered and affirmed
human beings.
Empower your daughters to be accepting, not just tolerant. Show them and
those around you that you will not tolerate religious indoctrination of hatred
against LGBTQ people and their supporters. Because you know that people
aren’t born to hate — they are taught to.
Fight for marriage equality, for benefits
equality, for adoption equality, for insurance equality, for equality of all people.
Advocate for your daughter’s right to
love whomever she wants, and to be any
gender, or lack of gender, that she identifies with.
Advocate for your daughters (trigger warning: issues of sexual assault).
Because many people in the small Ohio
town of Steubenville mobilized to support football-playing rapists, rather than
the victim of a brutal — and viral — rape.
And because the media stood behind the
boys too, lamenting their ruined football
careers and praising their good grades.
And because the victim was criminally
harassed for drinking too much, for asking for it, for “being a slut anyway.”
Advocate for your daughters because
victim blaming is omnipresent in our
society, and its presence not only inflicts
violence, but also prevents and intimidates survivors into not coming forward
with their story. Educate your sons that a
woman’s body is not theirs to take.
Empower your daughters. Because
vendors at the National Rifle Association
conference sell an “ex-girlfriend” shooting dummy that bleeds when it is hit.
Because the Republican party removed
provisions of the Violence Against
Women Act that support undocumented
immigrant and LGBTQ victims of domestic violence — so only some women get
to deserve the protection of their government from violence on their bodies
and their lives. Fight for them because
domestic violence and dating violence
are cemented into our culture and used
as an excuse to not intervene.
Empower your daughter to make her
voice heard. Because we still exist in a
political reality where women are not
permitted in all cases to access the birth
control that is rightly theirs and access
an abortion that is meant to be a decision between them and their doctor. We
still have a political arena where, when a
young women advocates for her right to
birth control, Rush Limbaugh calls her a
slut and tells his crazier-than-him radio
listeners that she just wants the government to pay for her to have sex. Be
involved, because do not for a moment
forget that women in 2013 are not given
the same pay for equal work.
Teach your daughter that she is
affirmed and loved. Above all, empower
her to teach this to others. Teach her
that feminism is not a dirty word. It is an
empowering word — a word of freedom
and a word of liberation. It is a word that
I take pride in, with the legacy of my
mother and my grandmother and the
guidance of the six incredible feminists
whom I have the privilege of calling my
best friends. It is a word that I will use
for the rest of my life to stand up and
say without waver and without fear that
I deserve to be a full human being in
the eyes of my country, my community
and my world. It is a word I implore you
to teach your daughters -- to prove to
them that they don’t have to stand for
objecthood, for disrespect, for inequality. To prove to them that you will stand
by their side, through thick and through
thin, to fight for the equality that should
have always been theirs.
Alexa Petersen graduates today with a
degree in political science and peace and
justice studies. She can be reached at alexa.
petersen@tufts.edu.
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Brionna Jimerson | Respect Your Elders

You’re
smart, now
invest!

A

few weeks ago, I inquired in my
column “73 days — but who’s
counting?” “I’m alive. We’re alive.
Where is the dance floor?” I’m
happy to announce that the dance floor
is here, partially constructed on the academic quad, and the rest of it stretches
into the exciting, suspense- and anxietyfilled abyss known as “young adulthood,
post-college.” Let’s get down. Turn on the
Janelle Monae, it’s “Tightrope” time.
This is a celebratory time! We’ve done
something important and powerful in
a place where that’s not always easy or
politically sexy or supported. But we
did, and it’s a fact now, and I couldn’t be
prouder. But let’s be real, it’s not like postcommencement we’re all endowed with
the answers to the great mysteries of the
universe of young adulthood — though I
am looking forward to some delectable
free food in the next couple of days.
As former Associate Dean Karen Garrett
Gould said, it’s important to invest in
yourself, and the investment that we’ve
made in ourselves and others have made
on our behalf can’t go unrequited.
After the Ms. Monae-induced dance
party is over, it’s time to become unmanageable and to advocate on our own
behalf, as Karen taught us to do. After
putting her body on the line as an assistant dean for years on the behalf of students and faculty members alike, she has
instilled in her students and colleagues
that self-advocacy isn’t so easily shaken
— that is, carving out room for ourselves
at the metaphorical decision-making
table isn’t solely about representation,
it’s about respect and self-valuation for
what you need.
So here’s where the unsolicited advice
comes in. I’ve been trying this new thing
lately where I invest — wait for it — in
myself. It began with a twist out hairstyle gone awry, and it trickled down to
realizing that I, like so many other goaloriented and results-driven students,
place myself last on the priorities list. It’s
easiest to let myself slip than my other
commitments. My mentors taught me
to commit the same time and energy in
myself that I do into external markers of
success and accomplishments in my own
community and growth. So I tried it.
It started with lip gloss, a pair of
Sperrys I’ve been coveting since 2011,
joining post-grad associations and taking the time to internalize the fact that
taking care of myself in whatever way
I see fit isn’t wasteful — it’s necessary
for survival and persistence in a world
where we have to be our own priorities.
Again, Audre Lorde’s words from one of
my earlier columns ring true: “Caring for
myself is not self-indulgence, it is selfpreservation, and that is an act of political warfare.” Get it?
To be unmanageable is to untether
yourself from censorship and comportment to the point of personal harm. To
be unmanageable is to not judge your
own growth or thoughts, or compartmentalization (college words!), as easy
to assess and discard. What I said last
week still holds now — our bodies and
experiences do not exist to function
as learning tools for the world, for our
friend groups or for “diversity days” at
the workplace. What that means is that
what we have to say isn’t always easy,
but it’s necessary for our own survival or
happiness.
Again, we don’t learn this the day
after graduation. The best time to learn
it was 22 years ago. The next best time
is today. So, once the speeches are done
and you’ve completed the Sudoku that I
hope is in this issue of the Daily, get up
on the stage and wiggle a bit. Ms. Monae
got it right: “When you get elevated, they
love it or they hate it — you dance up on
them haters.”
Brionna Jimerson graduates today with
a degree in American studies. She can be
reached at Brionna.Jimerson@tufts.edu or
on Twitter @brionnajay.
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ACT Boston keeps local Tufts alumni involved in community service projects.

Boston alumni connect through
community service
by

Caitlin McClure
Daily Staff Writer

Tufts emphasizes instilling the value
of active citizenship in its students,
and alumni can take those values into
work for Active Citizens of Tufts (ACT)
Boston, one of several organizations
that allow alumni to volunteer in the
Greater Boston area.
ACT Boston was founded in 2010
after its umbrella organization, Tufts
Alumni Boston ( TAB), identified a
need for more community service programming for Boston-area alumni,
according to Senior Associate Director
of Alumni Relations Jonathan Kaplan.
He said previously TAB had an active
citizenship chair, but the organization
decided there was enough interest and
activity to create a separate entity.
“There was discussion that there
should be an active citizenship component that represents what LCS [Leonard
Carmichael Society] and Tisch College
do on campus for the alumni community,” Kaplan said.
According to current president Barry
Kaufman (LA ’07), this discussion was
the basis for starting ACT Boston.
“I was never involved in LCS during
my time at Tufts, but after graduation
I felt the need to get involved and give
back,” Kaufman said. “I wanted to stay
involved in the alumni association and
saw [ACT Boston] as a good opportunity to do so.”
Since its founding, the group has
focused on one theme each year to specialize efforts, according to Kaufman.
This year’s theme is education and
literacy. The theme last year was nutrition, leading to a partnership with the
Tufts Friedman School of Nutrition
Science and Policy. Two years ago,
the theme was homelessness, and the
group collaborated with Somerville
Homeless Coalition.
“We do a wide variation of events,
and we pick a theme for the year, but
we’re not married to the theme, and
we certainly do programming outside
of that,” Kaufman said.

ACT plans its own events and participates in events sponsored by
other groups, according to Kaufman.
The group has recently worked with
The Greater Boston Area Food Bank,
Habitat for Humanity, Charles River
Cleanup and Somerville Homeless
Coalition, Kaufman said. One of the
ACT’s organized events is an annual
fundraising gala.
“It’s been a challenge — but a good
challenge — to be able to plan and
execute the event in terms of getting
food donations, silent auction donations, securing a location and being
able to create all these partnerships,”
Kaufman said.
In only its second go-around, this
year’s gala raised approximately $1,500
for the Eliot-Pearson Children’s School,
according to Kaufman. In 2010, the
money raised went to the Friedman
School of Nutrition Science and Policy
to support financial aid as well as community service efforts.
“We’re hoping it becomes an annual staple of the Tufts calendar,” Kaufman said.
According to Kim Nguyen (LA ’07),
involvement with ACT Boston is flexible, which gives her the chance to
participate.
“I like ACT because it’s not a weekly
commitment you have to make, so I
have the opportunity of stopping by
if I have a few hours here and there,”
Nguyen said.
Nguyen commented on the group’s
ability to foster an alumni community
based around service.
“I like that I get to meet other alumni
through the events I go to. Sometimes
it’s a little intimidating to go into a
volunteer setting when you don’t know
anyone or don’t think you have anything in common with them,” she said.
“Meeting a lot of alumni who also have
a passion for helping other people is
an added bonus to the event.”
Though ACT Boston has organized
a wide variety of activities in its first
three years, Kaufman and fellow executive board members are looking to
expand to other major cities as well.

“We’ve talked about spreading the
active citizenship message to the
regional chapters,” Kaplan said. “We
see [ACT] as something that is very
true to Tufts and the Tufts culture. It’s
something that can work very well with
other groups ... in other cities as well.”
Tufts Active Citizens of New York
does programming that is similar to
ACT Boston, according to Kaplan.
Other areas with smaller alumni bases,
however, have less programming available. To stay connected, other chapters
can plan events within the theme for
that year, Kaplan said.
ACT Boston also hopes to better
engage with the current Tufts student
community by partnering with LCS in
the future. Students on campus, especially those involved with LCS, would
appreciate the collaboration.
“One of our goals was to try to get
alumni involved because we feel like that’s
an untapped market,” LCS co-president
Keri Golembeski, a rising junior, said.
According to Kaufman, ACT Boston
connects with current students by trying to recruit the next class of graduates to join their ranks. The group
hopes to boost their presence at oncampus events including Homecoming
and those throughout Senior Week.
“I’d love to see more collaboration
between LCS and ACT,” Nguyen said. “I
think it would be best for us to help out
at senior dinners or attend more LCS
events and partner with them so students are aware of ACT and know that
these events are accessible to them in
the future, post-graduation.”
As an active member of the service
community at Tufts, Golembeski appreciates the mission of ACT Boston, since
it allows students to continue or start
their service work post-graduation.
“I’ve gotten to know the community
really well. I would never have had that
opportunity otherwise,” Golembeski
said of her work with LCS. “You learn
worthy issues, who are the people,
where I can help out in the community.
I hope after [graduation] I can continue to do that.”
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Campus Comment

Seniors: What is the most important thing you’ve
learned in your four years at Tufts?

“One of the most important things I have learned in college would have to be the importance of listening. No
matter how much you think you know, there is always
something you don’t. Everyone has something to say that
is worth listening to.”
- Haris Iqbal

“Passionate and informed individuals can read the
same facts and come to different conclusions.”
- Eve Lifson

“Seek out professors because they’ll genuinely give good
advice if you have a good relationship with them. Make
as many friends as possible.”
- Charlotte Mostertz
“Confidence in my own opinions and the patience to listen to other perspectives before I establish my own.”
- Eric Siegel
“People can always surprise you — if you expect someone to be a certain way, they might not be.”
- Miriam Ross-Hirsch
“I learned to follow my gut instinct to question everything, including that very gut instinct.”
- Sam Kupferberg
“Surrounding yourself with people who are passionate
about what they do fosters your own unique passions.”
- Laurie Rabin
“Anything is achievable with the right support and
guidance.”
- Jessie Pearl
“Always go to office hours.”
- John Gill

“Hear people out. Ask questions and be skeptical, but
give everyone a chance.”
- Yulia Korovikov

“I’ve learned to be open to new people and opportunities, since you never know when you might stumble upon
something or someone unexpectedly wonderful.”
- Kira Hessekiel

“I’ve also learned to appreciate what’s beyond our little
Hill. I’m grateful to have had the opportunity to live and
work in Somerville, to wander its labyrinth of one-way
streets, to realize that I can learn just as much about
international cultures and traditions within walking
distance of my classes as I can by traveling abroad.”
- Maya Sussman

“I’ve learned the importance of balancing being
simultaneous[ly] whimsical and competent.”
- Jedediah Silver

“It’s never too late to discover a new interest or passion.”
- Anya Gelernt

“Friends matter most.”
- Catherine Heyward

“Always say hi to people you see in class or just see
around campus regularly. Even if you don’t think they
will know who you are, eventually they will recognize
you and you’ll become friends.”
- Charlotte Burger

“Don’t overthink, and grab life by the tusks.”
- Erin Gelgoot
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‘Arrested Development’ finally returns
with fourth season
by Jaqueline

Noack

Daily Editorial Board

Calling all motherboys and nevernudes: After a six-year hiatus, “Arrested
Development” is returning for a fourth
season on May 26. And because Netflix is
releasing all 15 episodes of the season at
once, fans can marathon the Bluth family’s
latest misadventures during these early days
of summer.
Netflix has been advertising the return of
“Arrested Development” under self-referential, fan-submitted taglines such as, “We’ve
unmade a huge mistake,” “No touching, only
streaming” and “Get hooked again.” Arrested
Development have created an extremely
interactive environment on Facebook over
the past three months to pump up viewers
for what’s in store, although the show’s return
couldn’t really be more highly anticipated.
Die-hard fans have been preparing by rewatching all three seasons, all of which are
also available on Netflix, over the past couple
of months.
Much like the return of instant-classic
shows such as “Mad Men,” which went
through a 17-month hiatus in 2010, and
“Breaking Bad,” which is slated to return
this August after almost a year, media and
fans alike have been making predictions and
speculating about what the season has in
store. Fortunately, all 10 main cast members,
including the always-amazing Ron Howard
as narrator, will be returning. But this season also promises a slew of new characters,
played by actors like John Slattery and Kristen
Wiig, and it speaks to the show’s quality that
it has been able to snag such high-profile

St. Murse via Flickr Creative Commons

Though nothing has been confirmed, an “Arrested Development” movie seems imminent.
guest stars. Here’s hoping that Warden Stefan
Gentles, played by James Lipton, and Gene
Parmesan, played by Martin Mull will pop up
as well. It is almost superfluous to say, but the
cast takes this already brilliantly written show
over the top. In more ways than one, it is a cut
above the rest.
The
cancellation
of
“Arrested
Development” back in 2006 came as a surprise to many fans. Throughout the years,

television

Brand new summer, brand
new television shows
by

Akshita Vaidyanathan
Daily Editorial Board

From comedies to dramas to fantasy,
television this summer has everything.
Need a break from the stresses of summer?
Sit back, relax and start a new TV show.

“Zach Stone is Gonna Be Famous”
Bo Burnham, the famous Internet
comedian who graced the Tufts stage
last fall, is writing, producing and starring in his very own comedy series,
“Zach Stone is Gonna Be Famous.” This
new MTV comedy follows the story
of Zach Stone, a recent high school
graduate who chooses to begin his
path to stardom rather than going to
college. The only problem is that he
doesn’t have much talent. The series
is filmed in the style of a reality show,
as Zach hires a camera crew to follow
him and film his many efforts to gain
fame. What crazy misadventures can
this high school graduate get up in his
quest for a name? There’s not much
substance to the show but sounds like
it could be quite entertaining. And,
knowing Burnham, it probably will be.
Series Premiere: May 2
“Mistresses”
American TV studios have jumped on
the trend of taking television shows from
the United Kingdom and making them
their own, as was the case with “Skins,”
“Elementary” and “The Inbetweeners”
(2008-2010). For fans of “Lost” (20042010) or “Charmed” (1998-2006), the
U.S. remake of U.K. show “Mistresses”
(2008-2010), which stars both Alyssa
Milano (Phoebe on “Charmed”) and
Yunjin Kim (Sun on “Lost”), is a good
choice. From the producers of “Gossip
Girl,” “Revenge” and “Gilmore Girls”
(2000-2007), this thrilling drama follows
the story of four friends and their scan-

the show has proven to have one of the
greatest followings in recent television history, largely thanks to the exposure from
Netflix’s “instant watch” feature, which has
been allowing direct and online streaming
for paying customers since 2008. “Arrested
Development” has become such a cult classic that it is almost impossible to blurt out
see ARRESTED, page 23

Music

Festival season
promises wealth
of exciting acts
by Veronica

Little

Daily Editorial Board

Festivals, festivals, festivals. This
year, amazing bands have decided to
travel throughout the country, playing
at music festivals from the great state
of Washington to Tennessee. Always
an experience, summer music festivals afford attendees the opportunity
to live through a hot-and-bothered,
sunburnt music experience with their
best buddies. So, as we gear up for the
summer, we at the Daily are looking to
provide you with a crash course in the
music festivals that will either make
or break your summer experience. Sit
back and relax and, if the lineup speaks
to you, you better shell out the big
bucks for a ticket.

“The Fosters”
This June, ABC Family will premier a
TV show that knows no cultural bounds.
“The Fosters” follows the story of a biracial lesbian couple and their foster

Sasquatch Music Festival
The first major summer concert
kicks off in Quincy, Wash. Famous for
its amazing view and relative isolation, Sasquatch will get you plenty of
indie street cred. This year’s headliners
include Mumford & Sons, Macklemore
and Ryan Lewis and Vampire Weekend.
Sasquatch offers what is arguably the
best selection of talented and critically
acclaimed artists who are just forging a
name for themselves. For instance, this
year’s lineup also includes bands like
Grimes and Toro Y Moi, solo electroindie artists who are making exciting
and genre-bending music. By virtue
of this fact, Sasquatch will inevitably
attract the most musically aware and
experimental crowd.
Furthermore, Sasquatch is noted for
being one of the cleanest and calmest contemporary music festivals. The
camping is pristine and relaxed, and
it feels a lot like camping at a national

see TV, page 22

see FESTIVALS, page 22

Phil Provencio via Wikimedia Commons

“Mistresses” promises plenty of steamy, sexy
drama this summer.
dalous love lives.
From sensual office affairs to secret
doctor-patient liaisons and even
messages from beyond the grave,
“Mistresses” has a lot of potential. Take
a sultry dip into “Mistresses,” and you
just might find yourself drowning in
the drama.
Series Premiere: June 3

Elizabeth Landers | The Clothes
Make the Woman

Fashion
moguls as
moms
n a truly shocking moment, powerhouse

I

CEO Marissa Mayer sported a colorful rainbow of neon chunks in her cropped blonde
hair for the Metropolitan Gala. No fashion
insider expected the Yahoo scion to be walking the red carpet, much less with such a bold
coif. Yet there is more and more talk in the
news and in living rooms and over martinis
about having it all: being a mother, sometimes
a wife, and always a successful entrepreneur
or career woman simultaneously.
“Lean In” author Sheryl Sandberg states, “I
want to change the conversation from what
women can’t do to what we can do.” Another
group of women, specifically in the fashion
industry, promoted the same message during an event in New York City right before
Mother’s Day.
Though the Hallmark holiday aggressively
sinks its claws into the guilty consciences
of consumers, Mother’s Day also provides a
moment to reflect on how women work and
raise families and how that superhuman task
has changed over the years. More Magazine’s
Mom Mogul Breakfast invited a panel of
seven women in the fashion industry to talk
about their experiences as both leaders in
the workplace and mothers at home. There
was general career advice from influential
women like designer Rebecca Minkoff and
Gilt Groupe founder Alexandra Wilkis Wilson.
Over an assortment of fruits and pastries at
midtown restaurant Bond 45, the panelists
poured their hearts out and even shed a few
tears dishing out advice on starting a business from scratch in the cutthroat fashion
industry, as well as the sacrifices and rewards
that come along with fearlessness.
Lyss Stern, the publisher of More, moderated the panel, asking questions of the seven
chic women. Wilson, arguably the most highprofile panelist, spoke about the breadth and
diversity of the original five Gilt founders: “Get
over asking for help. Surround yourself with
people who are good at things that you’re not
good at. I can’t code, I’m not [an] engineer, but
I did have experience with retail and fashion,”
she advised.
Several of the women on the panel, includingWilson and jewelry designer Jennifer Fisher,
attended business school. Former model
Veronica Webb, the first African-American
woman to land a leading cosmetics contract
with Revlon, lamented her lack of knowledge
on the business side of things, saying that she
has had to rely on other people to help her
draft business plans, balance the books and
keep the accounting in line.
The effusive Mary Alice Stephenson, a wellknown fashion stylist and recent founder of
the non-profit Glam for Good, emphasized
women’s ability to connect through emotion.
Instead of trying to play like the boys do and
keep things cold and impersonal, she stresses
using emotion to connect with potential customers and collaborators. “It’s possible to be
beautiful, sexy and fashionable and still rule
the world. In the fashion business, we’ve had
to learn to own that too,” Stephenson said.
Toward the end of the morning discussion,
Fisher surprised the attendees by opening up
about her struggle with chemotherapy rounds,
a medical situation that was expected to have
left her barren. Her unexpected pregnancy
was the inspiration for her jewelry line: She
wanted to make unique jewels that celebrated
the life of her son every single day. Her love for
jewelry and her new child have helped turn
her into one of the hottest jewelry designers,
with an international presence in Hong Kong
and Tokyo.
The discussion fluctuated from more specific advice for mothers to career advice for
women interested in the fashion industry and
beyond. But the overarching theme was one
of empowerment for smart women with big
dreams, a message that is increasingly finding itself in the forefront of conversations in
this country, from the White House to the
Garment District factories in Manhattan.

Elizabeth Landers graduates today with
a degree in political science. She can be
reached at Elizabeth.Landers@tufts.edu.
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Rebecca Santiago | Is So Vain

Getting
ready

A

s I’m writing this, it’s the
morning after Senior Gala,
and I am not pretty. I’m not
fishing for compliments, here
— seasonal allergies have turned me
into a slumping clump of hives and
mucus. I’ve spent the better part of
the past 24 hours with an icepack
draped dramatically across my visage,
emitting an asthmatic keening noise.
On a related note, I’m also trying to
make walking around campus with
tissues jammed down my nostrils a
Thing. Down, boys.
Unfortunately, I can assure you
that I will look far worse on graduation day, which, scarily, is today. With
hours of pollinated pomp and circumstance to endure, my metamorphosis
into a pufferfish is all but guaranteed.
Somewhere in this throng of black
robes, nostalgia, optimism and potential energy, I’m sitting swollen, sniffly
and not-so-pretty.
Flanking me on either side, I expect,
are my closest friends. These are the
ones who have seen me at my headin-the-toilet ugliest over these past
four years and love me anyway. They
are a beautiful bunch on normal days
and eerily so on momentous occasions like this one. There are photographs to be taken and memories to
be made, and they’ve come prepared.
Likely, they are reassuring me that I
look great, even though I don’t, and
that you totally can’t even tell I have
allergies, even though you totally can,
and that they would never put a photo
online that I really hated, even though
they have before. They are entirely full
of it. I love them so much.
We’ve been doing the same scramble to get ready since we were jejune
18-year-old frat-goers: borrowed eyeliner, multiple outfit changes, hastily shaved legs, hair up or hair down?
(I always vote up; they always vote
down.) Giddily, frantically, we’ve
pulled ourselves together, preening
and applauding and asking for honest
opinions that, more often than not, go
ignored. It’s not a process, but a ritual,
one that could only develop in the
strange tumult of a freshman dorm.
The soundtrack to our four years here
is not — thank god — that horrible
Asher Roth song or that cheesy Green
Day song. It’s the whir of blow-dryers,
the clacking of straightening irons and
the hiss of dry shampoo.
I doubt that this morning’s rush
was much different from the others,
but even screaming at your housemate through the bathroom door is
significant when it’s the last time you
ever will. And even though it’s silly
to be conscious of the last time you
apply eyeliner as a college student —
and even sillier to admit in your college newspaper that such a thought
crossed your mind — the mundane
feels anything but mundane today.
There is no beauty secret or, at
least, none that I know of, that can
save me right now. I mean, I’m going
to do what I can with red lipstick and
BB cream, but I doubt that will keep
me from looking like a wad of chewed
bubblegum. And, anyway, I don’t think
the people who matter will remember
me as the Graduation Gollum.
See, when I think of my friends
next year, as we group-text about our
increasingly divergent lives, I don’t
think I will picture them in their caps
and gowns. More likely, I’ll think of
Yulia darting downstairs with two different earrings on, Arushi carefully
drawing on eyeliner, Amanda tugging
a straightener through her hair and
Reb plodding around the house in a
towel. After four years of getting ready
together, we’re finally ready. And even
though this is not the face I wanted to
present to the world on my last day as
a Tufts student, it’s the only face I’ve
got, so I’ll have to make do.

Rebecca Santiago graduates today with
a degree in English. She can be reached
at Rebecca.Santiago@tufts.edu or on
Twitter @rebsanti.
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Summer in the great outdoors

New England’s national parks offer outdoor summer getaways
by

Claire Felter

Daily Editorial Board

A variety of national parks not too
far from campus provide some sweet
opportunities for rejuvenation during the summer months. Here are
four different trips that will give you a
reason to stick around New England,
even after you’ve been handed that
long-awaited diploma.
1. The One with a Beach: Cape Cod
National Seashore
Cape Cod has long been one of the
highlights of Massachusetts, and considering the region’s 40 miles of beach,
marshes, ponds and activities galore
for both 20-somethings and families,
this is no surprise. There are six different beaches to visit with a blanket and
Frisbee, or you can take an afternoon
trip to the Three Sisters Lighthouses or
one of the Cape’s wild cranberry bogs.
Also, despite severe budget cuts, visitors in July and August will still be able
to view the Beach Apparatus Drill, a
re-enactment of historical methods to
rescue crews from wrecked ships, at
Old Harbor Lifesaving Station. If you
find yourself without a car this summer, the Cape is a great option. The
MBTA recently announced the return
of the “CapeFLYER,” a rail service
from Boston to Cape Cod beginning
Memorial Day Weekend and running
through Labor Day. The train will run
on Friday evenings, Saturday mornings and Sunday evenings and will
cost you $35 round trip.
2. The One Where You Go Camping:
Acadia National Park
This park is home to the tallest
mountain on the U.S. Atlantic coast,
Cadillac Mountain, at approximately
1,500 feet. Cadillac is known as the
first location in the United States to
receive sunlight each morning, so
the mountain has become a popular spot to hike before dawn to see
the “nation’s first sunrise.” Other than
hiking, there are climbing opportunities for the more skilled outdoorsman,
as well as biking on historic carriage
roads. Another way to experience the
carriage roads is to take one of the
horse-drawn carriage tours offered
by Wildwood Stables. The horses at
Wildwood can’t be rented out, but
horse owners are allowed to bring
their own to ride in the park.
If the water is where you like to
spend your summer days, you can
rent canoes, kayaks or sailboats from
surrounding communities on your

Chris Wood via Wikimedia Commons

Visitors can enjoy a beautiful view while on Georges Island, one of the Boston Harbor Islands.
way into the park. Due to the variety
of activities at Acadia and the longer
drive from Boston, which is about five
hours, camping is the way to go. There
are two campgrounds in the park:
Blackwoods on the eastern side and
Seawall on the western side of Mount
Desert Island. Camping at Blackwoods
is recommended if hiking Cadillac is
on your itinerary.
3. The One with the Ferry: Boston
Harbor Islands
Don’t want to go too far from the
city? The Boston Harbor Islands offer
all of the same activities as other
national parks but are only a 20- to
30-minute ferry ride from Long Wharf
North in Boston. A ticket costs $15 and
the ferry takes you to either Georges
Island or Spectacle Island, but you
can transfer at Georges to get to several other small islands. As with other
other parks, there are opportunities
for kayaking, touring lighthouses, hiking and even camping. There are features special to the islands, however.
On Thursdays and Fridays starting in
late June, so long as you’ve made reservations ahead of time, you can enjoy
a New England clambake on Spectacle
Island while watching the sunset.

4. The One That Isn’t a Joke:
Appalachian Trail
The 2,184 mile-long public footpath through the Appalachian
Mountains is only for true go-getters. The trail goes all the way from
Georgia to Maine, providing amazing
views across the entire Eastern U.S.
And while completing the entire
trail takes between five to seven
months for thru-hikers — and it’s
worth noting that only about 20 percent of hikers who begin the trail
actually complete it — you could show
some New England love even if you
only hike the final portion. The only
New England state not included in
the trail is Rhode Island, but the trek
from Connecticut to Maine is still
over 700 miles long. Most of the trail
is in wilderness, but you will occasionally come across roads or towns
on your way. In New Hampshire, the
trail passes through White Mountain
National Forest and peaks at the top
of Mount Washington. The journey
ends atop Mount Katahdin in Maine.
As the title warns, though, this trip
should not be a spontaneous summer
plan — completing even a portion of
the Appalachian Trail requires preparation and training.

Jan Kronsell via Wikimedia Commons

Summer is an excellent time to try out new hikes around New England.
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Boston’s food truck scene expands
by
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Melissa MacEwen | The Roaming Fork

Spiked so
sweetly

Elizabeth Landers

Daily Editorial Board

The Tufts student body is no stranger
to meals on wheels: Between Moe’s BBQ
Trolley and the Sweet Idea “Cookie Man,”
several types of late-night cravings can be
satisfied by walking down Packard Avenue
and Professors Row. However, the notion
of a portable restaurant, highly popular
for years in New York City, where rent for
storefront space is astronomical, is sweeping the rest of America, including Boston,
in a big way. Take a nod from reality television show “The Great Food Truck Race” or
the Food Truck Throwdown that happened
recently in Boston. The fad has developed
into sustainable and profitable business
models for restaurants Clover and Bon Me,
both brick-and-mortar restaurants that
that got their start in the food truck circus.
Below is a roundup of Boston’s best food
trucks and their typical environs.

Roxy’s Grilled Cheese
“We don’t make your grandma’s grilled
cheese,” boasts this wildly popular food
truck that believes in bacon, cheese and
melted goodness. A sample of recent menu
options include the “Green Muenster
Melt” and the “Mighty Rib Melt,” which
are grilled to order and are far heartier
than any white bread and pre-cut slices of
American could ever hope to be. The pickings are slim, but some side items include
truffle fries, soups and a daily beverage.
Frequented neighborhoods seem to be
Cleveland Circle, Dewey Park and Copley
Plaza. Sandwich prices range between
$5-$7, definitely a few dollars cheaper
than a New York counterpart. Be careful,
however: Judging by Roxy’s devotees and
cult-like following, frequenting this truck
could quickly turn into an addiction.
Area Four
This Kendall Square shining star recently went mobile with a food truck that sells
more of the locally sourced ingredients and
food that have made it such a success. The
Cambridge hotspot, a warm, cozy haven
among the sterility of the tech high-rises
near MIT, got on the streets at the beginning of April with a black and white truck
with a bold “A4” emblazoned in yellow on
the side. Morning pastries and coffee set
this food truck apart, and an aim to compete with Starbucks for caffeine-crazed
professionals is apparent. For lunch, the
menu strays from the conventional slice
of pizza to the piadina, a traditional Italian

T

CherryLet via Flickr Creative Commons

Food trucks have seen a recent surge in popularity in the Boston area.
flatbread that Area Four employees liken to
“a sandwich, sort of like an Italian tortilla.”
Currently, the truck moves between Dewey
Square near South Station and Rowe’s
Wharf. Prices range from $8 to $11.
Kickass Cupcakes
A Somerville specialty, this is another
example of a storefront shop that decided
to take to the streets of the greater Boston
area with a cupcake-selling, four-wheeled
location. Unlike most of the fare at a local
grocery store, these cupcakes contain no
artificial colors, preservatives or flavors.
The truck maintains the same menu as the
Somerville store, so you can choose from
the standard vanilla and chocolate sweetness to the Ginger Peach Bellini, Caramel
Macchiato or Lemon Meringue Pie. These
gourmet confections cost around $3 and
can be found most days at the Greenway
at Dewey Square.
Bon Me
Bold, fresh Vietnamese food brought to
you by an entrepreneurial Tufts alumna —
what could be better? This fairytale story
started when husband-wife duo Patrick
Lynch and Ali Fong won the Boston Food
Truck Contest in 2010; since then, it has
developed into a small restaurant series
with three food trucks and a Kendall Square
brick-and-mortar location. The food highlights the traditional Vietnamese fare
sprinkled with some French flavors as well
— think a toasted baguette with pickled
carrots and daikon, pork pate and topped
off with cilantro and cucumbers. There
are also rice bowls and noodle salads, with
complementary side dishes like deviled
tea eggs and edamame. The menu appears
about as full-service as a food truck could

be, with final elements like homemade
teas and desserts. Bon Me could arguably
be considered one of the healthiest food
truck options in the area too, a reflection
of the veggie-centric nature of Thai and
Vietnamese foods. Prices range between $6
and $9.
Mei Mei Street Kitchen
The family team behind Mei Mei uses
three phrases to describe their approach
to food: “Chinese-American,” “locally
sourced” and “made with love.” Andy Li
and his two sisters Margaret and Irene
come from a diverse background in Boston
clothing start-ups, restaurant managing and organic farming, but the bizarre
melding of past careers produced the perfect food truck. Recent menu samplings
include braised beef dumplings, barley salad and bacon fried rice. The daily
choices are limited — they only have five
or six items — but cover an array of food
groups, and the team always serves up a
sweet option like shortbread cookies or
cranberry crumb bars. Prices top out at $7
for a heaping plate of dumplings. Mei Mei
mostly hangs around BU, City Hall Plaza
and the Greenway.
Boston food trucks rely on fresh ingredients and community to create an urban
institution. Most can be found on various social media sites like Twitter and
Instagram, which provide information on
location and entice and engage potential and repeat customers with delectable
pictures of the daily fare. Warmer months
mean more time walking around and longer days, so why not support local businesses and enjoy the beautiful weather by
dining al fresco at one of these options?

Courtesy Walt Disney Pictures

“Iron Man 3” has proven to be a successful opening to the summer movie season, scoring the second-highest opening weekend of all time.

Summer 2013 will bring range of blockbusters
by

Dan O’Leary

Daily Editorial Board

Alongside such favorite traditions like
ice cream on a warm summer night or
tanning at the beach, few things say
“summer” more than watching a highoctane, spectacle-filled blockbuster.
Summertime is prime money-minting
season for Hollywood, with studios lining up left and right to unleash mountains of explosions, heaps of CGI eye
candy and numerous headlining stars.
Will the summer 2013 movie season
surpass the highs seen last year, with
two gigantic critical and commercial
successes in “The Avengers” (2012) and
“The Dark Knight Rises” (2012)? That
remains to be seen, but with a potential
blockbuster lined up for release nearly
every weekend, this summer will definitely see its fair share of both winners

and losers. The following are just a few
of the blockbusters that hope to sizzle
on the silver screen this summer.

“Iron Man 3” — Now Playing
Hot off the heels of the massive success
of last year’s “The Avengers” — which
grossed over $1.5 billion worldwide —
Tony Stark has returned in this summer’s
first box office smash, “Iron Man 3.” Led
by another fantastic performance from
Robert Downey Jr. as the titular character,
the third film in the “Iron Man” franchise
successfully washes away the bad taste
left by 2010’s second installment and has
done incredible business at the box office
so far, scoring the second-highest opening weekend of all time. This outing finds
Stark facing off against shadowy terrorist The Mandarin (a scene-stealing Ben
Kingsley) while also being pushed to his
breaking point, thanks to the aftermath

of events in “The Avengers.” Smart, fastpaced, witty, action-filled and entertaining, “Iron Man 3” is everything the ideal
summer blockbuster should be.
“The Great Gatsby” — Now Playing
Literary adaptations have been
a Hollywood mainstay for decades,
but few in recent memory have garnered as much buzz and hype as Baz
Luhrmann’s “The Great Gatsby.” Based
on the classic F. Scott Fitzgerald novel,
the film boasts a star-studded cast that
includes Leonardo DiCaprio as the mysterious Gatsby and Carey Mulligan as
Daisy Buchanan. And while the story
of “Gatsby” might not include explosions and effects that are the currency of
many other blockbusters, Luhrmann has
decided to match the spectacle of those
see BLOCKBUSTERS, page 23

he first time I tried cactus, I was
sitting cross-legged on the floor
of San Francisco’s Ferry Building
Marketplace eating Ciao Bella
gelato. I guess you could say that I was on
a date, as I was on my way to see “Hesher”
(2010) at a nearby theater. The movie was
okay. The date went nowhere.
But that ice cream — twin scoops of
Prickly Pear Sorbet and creamy, tangy
yogurt — cemented my love of the cactus plant.
I’ve always liked cacti. I have a small
succulent and cactus garden at home,
and I plan to visit a number of deserts
(and cacti) this summer.
Still, relatively few people outside of
the American Southwest are aware that
cacti are both edible and delicious.
The most commonly eaten cactus is
almost certainly the nopales cactus, also
known as Opuntia or the paddle cactus.
Opuntia is a global invader and has
come to dominate vast tracts of land
in Middle America, Australia, North
Africa and South Africa.
They might be the tastiest threat to
the global economy that the world has
ever seen.
Opuntia produces both nopales cactus pads and the prickly pear fruit,
which is wildly popular around the
world.
A vibrant pinkish purple, the fruits
are covered in tiny spikes but can be
peeled relatively easily.
The fruit can be prepared in a number of different ways. It’s popular in
drinks, jellies and candies and is also
a key ingredient in a handful of traditional distilled spirits.
Still, it is most commonly eaten
plain. Whole Foods and Mexican markets often stock the fruit, though I still
haven’t been able to find the pears anywhere near me.
Having tried prickly pears — or, at
least, eaten prickly-pear-flavored sorbet — I decided that nopales cactus
pads would be an obvious next conquest.
The first step, of course, was a trip
to Mi Pueblo Market. I can’t stress this
enough — when you want to prepare
another culture’s food, go to a specialty
market. The ingredients will be cheaper and more authentic. Sure enough,
I was able to buy 10 cactus pads for
around $2.
I scrubbed the pads clean, and then
used a potato peeler to remove the
spikes. At this point, I was stumped.
After all, how does one cook a cactus?
When in doubt, I tend to fry things,
so that’s exactly what I did. I sliced the
cactus pads into french fry-sized slivers before breading and deep-frying
them in vegetable oil. I then cooked
them until they were tender and served
them with salt and pepper.
But then, the next question: What
would you expect a cactus to taste
like?
Growing up on a steady diet of ’90s
cartoons, I thought all cacti were literally filled with salt water for a very, very
long time. I envisioned stoic saguaro
cacti waiting to be tapped by thirsty
desert travelers. I thought the nopales
pads would be the same — a bag of
fleshy skin holding in a mess of briny
goodness.
I was, therefore, astonished that the
cactus pads tasted eerily like green
beans. They were fresh, crunchy and
vegetal, and not at all what I expected.
I think they would probably be better
either pickled or grilled, but still, they
were pretty good.
I am road tripping now, from Boston
through the South and all the way back
to California, so I suppose all that
remains is for me to finally track down
a prickly pear in its native form, and
maybe to purchase it from some windswept roadside stall. It would be delicious, I’m sure, and I know my failed
date would approve.
Melissa MacEwen is a rising senior
majoring in biology and English. She
can be reached at Melissa.MacEwen@
tufts.edu.
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Now
we’re
here

A

little over three years ago, we,
the graduating class, packed
onto the President’s Lawn to
watch the up-and-coming
Drake perform at Spring Fling. We
were dumb freshmen and young Drizzy
didn’t even have a real album yet, but
we were still really excited for it all.
There was morning drinking and it
was one of those rare days that wasn’t
freezing. How could we have not been
excited? Many in the crowd only knew
Drake for having been shot at Degrassi
High and others only for a couple features he had floating around, but you
would have never known that from
how crazy the crowd went once he
finally stepped onto the stage.
A lot has changed since then, for
both Mr. Aubrey Graham — and for us
as well. In only a few years, Drake has
gone from being mostly a hook man
and a sub-par rapper to one of rap’s
most respected artists with a Grammy
on his mantle to back it up. And we
have gone from worried little freshmen
to somehow becoming worried little
alumni.
So for this last installment of my
column, I thought it would be fitting to
take a look at Drake’s latest track, “Girls
Love Beyoncé.” While the song pretty
liberally takes ideas from Cyril Hahn’s
remix of “Say My Name,” Drake adds
enough to the track to keep it from
being derivative.
Drake basically has two major modes.
One is his cocky, swagged-out persona
(see: “The Motto” and “Under Ground
Kings”) and the other is his contemplative and solemn one (see: “Marvin’s
Room” and “Take Care”).
“Girls Love Beyoncé” is clearly in
the second camp. Its chorus is a somber appropriation of Destiny’s Child’s
1999 song “Say My Name,” and Drake’s
verses have him dealing with how his
fame may have made it impossible for
him to ever meet a woman who will
love him for him and not for the fame,
money or work.
At first, the reworking of “Say My
Name” in the chorus seems weird,
mostly because its message seems at
odds with what Drake’s verses are getting at. “Say My Name” is about the
members of Destiny’s Child standing up
to the men in their lives who they know
are doing them wrong, while Drake’s
verses are about dealing with the difficulties of his lifestyle. Eventually the
mixing of the songs starts to sound
right, though. When the chorus is sung,
it’s instantly familiar. You immediately
know this throwback jam, even if you
are hearing “Girls Love Beyoncé” for
the first time.
It’s nothing new, and that’s the point.
Drake’s problems with celebrity and
finding a girl who is real are nothing
new either. They’ve been in his songs
since his first album and the fact that
they continue to permeate his words
throughout the years shows how much
they bothershim. Give Drake credit for
making something that most people
would kill for — his celebrity status
and wealth — sound like a horrible
curse.
Ever since Kanye West went emo on
his album “808s & Heartbreak” (2008),
it’s been acceptable for rappers to spill
all of their feelings onto songs, but no
one has consistently done this in an
interesting way except for Drake. It
might be the same message, but he’s
found different modes for it throughout his career. “Girls Love Beyoncé” is a
solid song that suggests another strong
album from Drake in the near future,
one that promises to survive the hype
it will receive.
As I close out my final column, I’d
like to thank all those who have read
it over the year and those who might
have also even enjoyed it a little bit. It’s
been fun, guys.

Joe Stile graduates today with a degree in
political science. He can be reached at Joseph.
Stile@tufts.edu.
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Indie music dominates this year’s festival circuit
FESTIVALS

continued from page 19

park with thousands of people. However,
sadly for us East Coasters, the festival is all
the way across the country. Sasquatch runs
May 24 through 27.

Bonnaroo
Arguably the best-known of the festivals this summer, Bonnaroo always has an
extensive lineup, many corporate sponsors
and subsequent perks and an eclectic, massive audience. Set in Manchester, Tenn.,
Bonnaroo is truly a summer festival — temperatures in past years have exceeded 100
degrees. Thus, camping and living on the
green can be particularly taxing. However,
the lineup usually makes up for it. This year
it includes Paul McCartney, the Lumineers,
St. Vincent & David Byrne, Animal Collective,
Beach House, A$AP Rocky, Local Natives
and Solange.
Bonnaroo takes place in a massive 700acre area and typically attracts upwards
of 80,000 concertgoers. Because of this,
Bonnaroo is a time for you to interact with
and befriend people from all different walks
of life. Unfortunately, you’d better be willing to hike quite a ways — your camping site could easily be miles away from
the main stage. However, once you get to
“Centeroo,” the corporate sponsors provide
exciting diversions and booth experiences in between headliners. An added perk:
Bonnaroo is a four-day festival, while most
others are only two days, so your money will
be well worth it. Bonnaroo takes place from
June 13 to 16.

years. However, because the festival typically takes place in big, paved parking lots, the
heat can become unbearable. Furthermore,
the grungy crowd can get pretty physical
and mosh pits can take over audiences.
Warped Tour will run from June 15 through
August 4.

Vans Warped Tour
Riddled with the most angsty up-andcomers and a lineup of notoriously mixed
quality, Warped Tour remains a tantalizing
enigma. This is a touring festival, stopping
in many cities throughout the United States.
Perhaps the cheapest festival on the list,
Warped Tour can have a surprising lineup
and, to the festival’s credit, it gives each
band the same attention and respect. Bands
range from pop punk to reggae groups and
rock nuggets, all of whom play to enthusiastic and belligerent audiences. Also, Warped
Tour affords its concertgoers the most
interaction with their favorite bands -- and
Warped Tour attendees tend to be incredibly passionate fans. The lineup this year
includes all of your high-school favorites: All
Time Low, Anti-Flag, New Found Glory, Rise
Against and Taking Back Sunday.
Tailored to younger audiences, the festival will offer you an outlet to relive your teen

The Newport Folk Festival
Located in the cradle of the indie-folk
experience, Newport, R.I., the Newport Folk
Festival always attracts hip audiences and
even hipper bands. In its beautiful seaside
venue, the Newport Folk Festival is less of a
festival than it is a musical exhibition. With
the attendance capped at 10,000 people and
a relatively older crowd, the festival is very
low-key and simple, and the novelty of the
venue rarely wears off. You can take a water
taxi from your car to the stage. This year, the
headliners are pretty incredible: Feist, The
Avett Brothers and Beck.
Furthermore, the festival can be super
cheap. It is not uncommon for those in the
New England area to purchase a one-day
pass for the festival and head back home
before sunset. Many artists and musicians
from the local area can be seen at the
festival, sharing their art and music with
willing audiences. The festival runs from

NRK P3 via Flickr Creative Commons

Festivals around the country offer a smorgasbord of exciting music.
July 26 to the 28.
Pitchfork Music Festival
Much like the online music magazine that
sponsors the festival, the Pitchfork Festival is
certainly the most musically exclusive and
just the coolest festival that there is. Held
in Chicago’s Union Park, the festival is three
days of eccentric music and hipster heaven.
This year’s headliners will be Björk, R. Kelly
and Belle & Sebastian. The festival always
has something for everyone: Ranging from
start-up electro-synth groups to post-punk
experiments, the lineup is small but has
great musical variety. The Pitchfork Festival
always showcases the bands that are highlighted in the online magazine, allowing
loyal fans to experience the music that the
magazine so ardently endorses.
Unfortunately for people traveling long
distances, the festival does not offer camping on the concert grounds. This makes
Pitchfork super classy. In order to avoid
spending a massive amount on hotels,
many attendees crash with friends or seek
out residents of Chicago willing to take in
visitors online. The festival is one of the
cheapest and, if you’re open to different
styles and genres of music, is well worth it. It
will run from July 19 to July 21.

Summer offers plenty of new, different shows
TV

continued from page 19

kids. The show begins when Lena,
one of the moms, decides to take in a
troubled teen named Callie, just until
she can find another home. At this
point, the show sounds pretty similar
to the premise of “The O.C.” (20032007), but “The Fosters” has a lot more
to offer than its premise. Produced
by Jennifer Lopez, “The Fosters” is a
drama that deals with universal issues
like identity, relationships and the
complicated threads of family with
adopted children. As it appeals to an
array of different audiences, this new
show is definitely one of the ones to
look out for this summer.
Series Premiere: June 3

“Sinbad” and “Primeval: New World”
For something a little less dramatic
and a little more sci-fi, SyFy will take
on two British remakes this summer,
both to air on the same night. It’s
an ambitious undertaking: “Sinbad”
and “Primeval: New World.” “Sinbad,”
starring “Lost’s” Naveen Andrews, follows the well known tale of Sinbad
the sailor and his journey across the
ocean. “Lost” fans will find themselves particularly attracted to this
show because of Andrews’ presence
but also because, while “Sinbad” has
some sci-fi elements, it is mostly an
epic journey reminiscent of “Lost.”
“Primeval,” on the other hand, is
much more traditionally sci-fi than
the fantastic “Sinbad.” Fans of “The
Vampire Diaries” the lovely Sara
Canning will flock to SyFy for dinosaurs and time-travel this summer in

Disney ABC Television Group via Flickr Creative Commons 

Bo Burnham’s new show, “Zach Stone is Gonna Be Famous,” will likely be funny but
superficial.
“Primeval: New World.”
Series Premier: June 8
TV viewers this summer have a lot
to be excited about. New shows like

these and returning hits like “Pretty
Little Liars,” “Teen Wolf,” “Dexter,”
“Switched at Birth” and “Arrested
Development” will make for a great
summer on the couch.
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This summer promises steady stream of blockbusters

Danielle Jenkins | Greenwise

Take it or
leave it

BLOCKBUSTERS

continued from page 21

other films by creating a lavish visual
world for his characters. New York City
is presented as an over-the-top paradise
bursting with bright tones and imagery,
and opulent parties thrown at Gatsby’s
Long Island mansion are rendered with
a sense-assaulting barrage of spectacle, sound and color. Unfortunately, the
heart of “Gatsby” can’t match its striking visuals, and viewers might get the
sense that many scenes are simply being
ticked off a to-do list for the plot rather
than being truly embraced. “The Great
Gatsby” certainly has its moments, but it
ultimately ends up like so many summer
blockbusters — visually arresting, but
sometimes hollow on the inside.
“Star Trek Into Darkness” — May 17
Before director J. J. Abrams heads off
to that galaxy far, far away to make the
next “Star Wars” film, he returns with the
sequel to his well-received “Star Trek”
reboot in 2009, which is shaping up to be
one of the most anticipated films of the
summer. Abrams has kept many of the
sequel’s plot details a mystery, but trailers show that a reckoning is in store for
the crew of the Enterprise, led by Captain
James Kirk (Chris Pine). “Star Trek Into
Darkness” looks to be taking a much darker tone than its predecessor, with Kirk
going into all-out war against Benedict
Cumberbatch’s mysterious antagonist —
heavily rumored to be legendary “Star
Trek” villain Khan — and risking the lives
of the entire Enterprise crew.

“The Hangover Part III” — May 23
One of the most surprising hits in
recent years, “The Hangover” took
audiences by storm in 2009 with a creative premise, hilarious script and
a great dynamic between actors Zach
Galifianakis, Ed Helms and Bradley
Cooper. The “Wolfpack” returned for
2011’s “The Hangover Part II,” a disappointing sequel due to its pretty much
being a carbon copy of the first film. Now
the gang has come back for one final film

C

ongratulations on graduating. Graduating college is no
small feat. To those of you who
have been reading my column
throughout the semester, thank you. To
those of you who have actually taken
some of my advice, thank you doubly.
Now, for some practical tips as you
move around the country to a new job,
a new school or just back home.
I often wonder whether it’s worth it
for me to take all of my furniture with
me when I’m moving. There are several
aspects to consider when looking at
the implications to the sustainability
of moving.
1. What will you do with your items if
you don’t take them with you?
2. If you are taking them with you,
how will you get them there and how
far is it?
3. How long will you be gone and can
someone store things for you?
And 4. If you are not taking your furniture with you, where will you be getting your furniture for your new place?

Courtesy Melinda Sue Gordon/Warner Bros. Pictures

The Wolfpack is looking to hit it big one more time in this summer’s “The Hangover Part III.”
in the trilogy, which promises to break
free from the formula of the first two
films by dealing with the aftermath of
Alan (Galifianakis) losing his father and
having the group get involved with gangster Mr. Chow (Ken Jeong). While the film
is pretty much guaranteed to be a huge
box office success, it will also hopefully
be a creative success if the filmmakers
bring something new to the table and
don’t simply rehash the events of the previous films.
“Man of Steel” — June 14
While his rival DC star Batman has been
taking the spotlight for the past few years
thanks to Christopher Nolan’s fantastic

“Dark Knight” trilogy, Superman is looking to break through this summer with a
reboot attempt of the franchise. Produced
by Nolan and directed by Zach Snyder, this
summer’s “Man of Steel” is angling to reintroduce Superman to audiences after 2006’s
lukewarm reaction to “Superman Returns.”
While the titular hero will be played by Henry
Cavill, Superman is surrounded by a starstudded cast including Michael Shannon,
Amy Adams, Kevin Costner, Diane Lane
and Russell Crowe. The film’s previews have
presented a sense of gravitas that bodes well
for a serious take on the character, although
some of Snyder’s past films, like “300” (2006)
and “Watchmen” (2009), give some doubts
as to whether he can do Superman justice.

‘Arrested Development’ fans rejoice at return of classic show
ARRESTED

continued from page 19

only one quote and stop there.
This eccentric show has kept fans wanting more since the season three finale —
cleverly titled “Development Arrested” —
hinted at a possible film. The final words of
that episode were, “Maybe a movie.” And a
movie it shall be. Apart from the 15 episodes
that will air this month, there have been
talks about an “Arrested Development” film
since 2011. Although the film has not been
officially green-lit, it is almost a certainty
that it will be made.
Given that this season will be released
under Netflix Original Programming, the
set-up of each episode will be different. With
this season, creator Mitch Hurwitz decided
to focus on a single character for one or two
episodes, which includes an insight to their
past, as well as what they have been up to
during the past six years. This will allow for
a more all-encompassing viewing. In other
words, if you haven’t had time to re-watch
all 53 episodes recently, you’ll feel right at
home with these new ones.
Everyone from the unsettling Tobias to
the apathetic Michael and the completely
forgettable Egg — I mean, Ann — will come
together to give “Arrested Development”
the ending it properly deserves. This longawaited season will be devoured by fans and
will certainly add to the show’s reputation as
being one of the most easy-to-marathon
comedies in history. Every viewing reveals
more inside jokes and running gags than
before, and with any luck, these new episodes will be as clever, complex and funny.
Although the final season might seem
out of place, given the giant time gap, it
will feel like revisiting old friends — and
who doesn’t want friends like Lucille and
Gob? Season four will also bring back
the joy of watching comedy at its absolute finest. And although you may feel an
emptiness like no other when you’re done
watching season four for the third time,
the promise of an “Arrested Development”
film is some comfort. So grab a frozen
banana, sit on your hand chair and get to
corn-holing on May 26.

What will you do with your items if
you don’t take them with you?
If you are going to sell them, then
you are making a fairly sound environmental decision. By selling your
items, you do not have to transport
them and are not throwing them out,
which would effectively end their life
cycle. The weight of an item’s life cycle
can be determined by taking the initial
costs, both financial and material —
even labor inputs count — and weighing that against how much use that
item actually received or will receive. If
after you are done using it, the output
(the item or what is left of it) is still
enough for another to use and enjoy,
then do not recycle it or throw it out.
Comparatively, if the item in question
is the ratty old couch in my living room
with the stuffing sticking out and the
bottom falling off, it might be time to
call the city of Medford and beg them
to drag it away for you.

If you are taking it with you, how
will you get it there, and how far is
the trip?

If you are planning on shipping your
furniture across the country, choose
your method wisely. Compared to
planes and boats, trains are by far the
most efficient method for shipping,
since their emissions outputs are far
lower. If you are driving and can fit the
piece of furniture with you in the car,
then just do that. The added weight
might decrease your miles per gallon
a bit, but you won’t be increasing the
item’s carbon footprint exponentially
like you would be if you loaded it on a
plane.

How long will you be gone, and can
someone store things for you?
Basically, if you are only going to be
gone for six months and don’t need it,
don’t bring it. Before bringing anything
with you on this next step in your journey, really ask yourself how important
it is, how much you need it and how
much you’ll use it. If the answer to any
of these questions is anything less than
“really” or “a lot,” then just leave it.

If you are not taking your furniture
with you, where will you be getting
your furniture for your new place?

If you can get it used, do it. Craigslist
is an invaluable resource when it comes
to checking out used furniture. Use it if
you can to get furniture used rather
than new. This will reduce your impact
significantly.
Take care on your new adventures.
I hope this column has helped you to
make strides towards being a sustainable citizen, or at the very least helped
to clarify some of the grayer areas of
green living.

Eva Rinaldi via Flickr Creative Commons

The fourth season of “Arrested Development” will go straight to Netflix, which will allow
for easy marathoning.

Danielle Jenkins graduates today with
a degree in English and environmental
studies. She can be reached at Danielle.
Jenkins@tufts.edu.
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2009-2010
The Class of 2013 matriculated in September 2009 on a campus that had recently undergone
major changes to its alcohol policy
and would over the year see many
more administrative changes
affecting social life on the Hill. The
new alcohol policy, under which
underage students caught drinking would be placed immediately
on level-one disciplinary probation, was reversed the following
year. More permanent changes to
the three largest school-sponsored
social events — Fall Ball, Winter
Bash and Spring Fling — all held
fast. Fall Ball was made a ticketed event and attendance was
capped at 2,500. Winter Bash was
moved off campus and students
were charged $10 to attend in an
attempt to reduce dangerous alco-

2010-2011
Members of the Class of
2013 returned to the Hill in
2010 at the end of an era at
Tufts, as administrators across
the university’s schools and
campuses prepared to depart.
In November, the Daily
reported that University of
Oxford geneticist and Pro-ViceChancellor Anthony Monaco
would replace Lawrence Bacow
the next year as university
president.
A number of other senior
administrators
announced
their intentions to leave Tufts
with Bacow and the senior
class. Among them was Provost
and Senior Vice President
Jamshed Bharucha, who in
February announced that he
would assume the position of
president at The Cooper Union
for the Advancement of Science
and Art in New York City starting that July. Also informing the community that they
would be stepping down at
the end of academic year were
Dean Robert Hollister of the
Jonathan M. Tisch College of

Daily File Photo

daily file photo

hol consumption from previous
years. Also in response to alcoholrelated concerns, students were for
the first time barred from bringing
alcohol to Spring Fling, where OK
Go and Drake headlined.
In October, the I-Cruise organized by the International Club
was cut short when overly intoxicated students led the boat captain
to refuse to leave the mooring. In
the wake of inappropriate conduct
by intoxicated students at the first
Senior Pub Night in September,
the administration canceled the
events for the rest of the semester.
Pub Nights returned in the spring
semester without major incident.
Tufts made national headlines
— and late-night monologues
— when the Daily reported in
September that a new university

guest policy for on-campus housing explicitly barred students from
engaging in any sexual act while
their roommates were present.
The story was picked up by outlets
from CNN and The New Yorker to
Conan O’Brien and Jay Leno.
University President Lawrence
Bacow on Feb. 8 announced his
decision to step down from his post
at the end of the 2010-11 academic
year, completing a 10-year tenure.
A 13-member search committee
was formed and spent the semester consulting members of all of
the campus communities in their
search for Bacow’s replacement.
Beyond that, Dean of Arts and
Sciences Robert Sternberg left the
university at the end of the academic year.
The Board of Trustees, inspired
by two controversial articles published in the Primary Source, in
November wrote a Declaration on

Freedom of Expression praising
access to freedom of expression
and inquiry but saying that those
rights “are not absolute.”
Tufts was not spared from
the H1N1 flu epidemic; scores
of students came down with the
strain and were quarantined or
sent home by the university in an
attempt to stem the flu’s spread. In
the face of unanticipated demand
for the H1N1 vaccine across the
country, Health Service struggled
to maintain sufficient supplies.
In the spring, abnormally heavy
rains caused rampant flooding in
residential and academic buildings across campus. A water main
break on May 1 — the day of
Spring Fling — made tap water on
both the Medford/Somerville and
Boston campuses undrinkable. A
power outage in October left much
of the Medford/Somerville campus in the dark for nearly an entire

day; another blackout in January
lasted three hours.
International tragedies also
affected the campus. January and
February earthquakes in Haiti
and Chile, respectively, spared
members of the Tufts community working and studying abroad;
several student groups rallied to
raise money and awareness for the
two tragedies. A group of students
from The Fletcher School of Law
and Diplomacy used crisis mapping to aid rescue and relief efforts
in Haiti.
Financially, the university fared
well. Bacow expressed optimism
about Tufts’ recovery from the
financial crisis; his hallmark capital campaign, Beyond Boundaries,
reached a key milestone of
$1.05 billion, and the School of
Engineering received $40 million
from Trustee Emeritus Bernard
Gordon (H ’92).

Citizenship and Public Service,
Dean Eileen Kennedy of the
Friedman School of Nutrition
Science and Policy and Dean
Lonnie Norris of the School of
Dental Medicine. Ellen Zane,
president and CEO of Tufts
Medical Center, announced
that she would retire at the end
of September.
Several policy changes went
into effect. The university
implemented at the start of
the academic year a revised
alcohol policy, scaling back
what were considered overly
harsh punitive measures, and
a bolstered sexual assault judicial policy.
Bacow announced in March
that the university would no
longer sanction Naked Quad
Run (NQR), the decades-old
tradition in which students
partook in a large-scale, clothing-free sprint around the Res
Quad to celebrate the end of
fall semester classes.
The decision was reached in
large part over concerns that
the event, which had been
characterized by the over-consumption of alcohol in recent
years, could escalate to a stu-

dent’s death. In an op-ed in
the Daily, Bacow wrote, “Even
if I did not act now, NQR
would end some day. The only
question is whether a student
has to die first.” Reaction to
the decision was divided, with
some students seeing it as a
prudent choice and others an
overreaction.
Following the passage of a
Tufts Community Union ( TCU)
Senate resolution in support
of the creation of an Africana
studies department, Dean
of Arts and Sciences Joanne
Berger-Sweeney in February
launched a task force to consider integrating Africana studies into the Tufts curriculum;
its findings were expected to
be announced by September.
Later in the spring, roughly
40 students gathered on the
Academic Quad during April
Open House in support of the
department and to inform
prospective freshmen about
the racial climate on campus.
Many of them wore T-shirts
reading either “Ask me about
white privilege at Tufts” or
“Ask me about being a student of color at Tufts,” a move

the Office of Undergraduate
Admissions considered inappropriate for the event.
Another incident raised similar discussions. An AfricanAmerican male in December
was carrying a ratchet wrench
on campus that was mistaken
from afar as a handgun by a
caller to the Tufts University
Police Department.
The incident prompted a
poster campaign and conversations between students and
administrators regarding racism on campus.
Dining Services also enacted changes, ridding trays from
the dining halls following a
months-long effort by members of an environmentally
focused class the year prior.
A new student group brought
an equally environmentally
friendly initiative to fruition: a
bike-share program.
Discussions surrounding
a change to the community
representative position on the
TCU Senate came to a head in
September, when Referendum
3, which offered community
representatives the ability to
vote on fiscal matters, passed

by a single vote against its
competitor referendum.
Despite the changes, only
two of the four cultural houses
put forth a candidate in April.
The Senate’s April election
season was also marked by
low interest. Only 17 students
submitted paperwork for the
21 seats open for sophomores,
juniors and seniors, and they
all walked onto the positions.
The month of April brought
three particularly noteworthy speakers to campus: Rep.
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) visited the Hill for the inaugural Alan D. Solomont Lecture,
television journalist Katie
Couric spoke at the Edward
R. Murrow Forum on Issues
in Journalism and journalist
Bob Woodward of Watergate
fame headlined the Richard E.
Snyder Presidential Lecture.
And as the Class of 2011
made way for the class of 2015,
this year also saw the largestever applicant pool and lowest
admissions acceptance rate in
Tufts history. An 11-percent rise
in applications dropped acceptance rates from 24.5 to 22 percent for the Class of 2015.
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2011-2012
As Anthony Moncao crossed
the pond and joined the university as its new president,
he created a flurry of councils
and committees to evaluate and
improve the university’s standing on areas like sustainability,
diversity and interdisciplinary
research.
A number of incidents made
free speech a primary focus
at Tufts again. In September,
a School of Medicine assistant
professor named Keith Ablow
made waves after publishing an
editorial on Fox’s news website
that was widely considered discriminatory against transgender individuals. Amid calls for
the university to end its ties
with Ablow, Monaco issued a
statement affirming Tufts as a
“safe and welcoming environment for LGBT students, faculty
and staff” while emphasizing
the university’s support of free
speech and “vigorous debate
and criticism.”
In March, Tufts Friends of
Israel published a full-page
adverstisement in the Daily
in support of the relationship
between the United States and
Israel with the signatures of 40
student leaders, including seven
TCU senators. Three members
of Tufts’ Students for Justice

2012-2013
A year chock-full of news and
activity started off with Provost and
Senior Vice President David Harris’
arrival on the Hill, coming off his
work as the interim head of Cornell
University’s Africana Studies and
Research Center and as an advisor for the Obama administration.
As provost — the chief academic
officer at Tufts — Harris replaced
interim Provost Peggy Newell and
former Provost Jamshed Barucha,
who left Tufts in March 2011. He
shortly announced plans to create
working groups and committees
to begin work on a 10-year strategic plan for the university, the
initial report of which was released
last month.
The Steve Tisch Sports and
Fitness Center opened Sept. 1, completing the first of several projects
to overhaul the Medford/Somerville
campus’ athletic facilities. The threestory building features over 70 new
exercise machines.
The university spent much of the
first semester searching for replacements for key positions, including
dean of the Friedman School of
Nutrition Science and Policy.
The search for a new dean of
the Jonathan M. Tisch College of
Citizenship and Public Service,
which was originally suspended in
March 2011, was also delayed until
this year. The post is currently held
by Nancy Wilson ad interim, and the
search is set to continue through the
academic year.
Election frenzy took over campus in the weeks and months leading up to the November presidential vote. Student groups like Tufts
Democrats canvassed, made phone
calls and held volunteer recruitment drives in support of President
Barack Obama and Massachusetts
senatorial candidate Elizabeth
Warren, both of whom were elected. Tufts Republicans focused
mainly on re-electing Senator
Scott Brown (R-Mass., LA ’81) and
teamed up with statewide organization Students for Scott Brown to
support the campaign in different

in Palestine filed a complaint
with the TCU Judiciary alleging
that the senators had violated a
Senate bylaw prohibiting them
from using the body’s name to
endorse any cause not already
approved by the Senate. The
Judiciary ruled that the senators
had never claimed to represent
the Senate as a whole .
The bounds of freedom of
expression were tested again
when members of the men’s crew
team were suspended — and
then reinstated — after sporting
matching Spring Fling shirts that
read “Check out our cox.”
In the spring elections, thenjunior Wyatt Cadley was elected TCU president in a closely
fought race against then-junior
Logan Cotton.
After decades of student and
faculty demands for increased
diversity in the undergraduate
curriculum, Dean of Arts and
Science announced the creation
of an Africana studies major and
minor to be housed under the
newly created Crticial Studies
in Disparities and Diasporas
umbrella program. In November,
a group of students marched to
Ballou Hall to present BergerSweeney, Monaco and interim
Vice President Peggy Newell
with a list of demands concern-

ing the new program. The students and adminstrators negotiated for two hours before signing an agreement providing for,
among other assurances, the
hiring of three tenure-track faculty members for the program
and the inclusion of student
input throughout the program’s
formation.
Throughout the year, the
Jumbos continued to excel in
athletics, reaching heights
not seen on the Hill in years.
The women’s basketball team
advanced to the Sweet 16 of the
Div. III NCAA Championship for
the second time in program history by defeating Johns Hopkins
in a thrilling second-round game

at Counsens Gymnasium. Thensophomore Johann Schmidt
captured the men’s swimming
and diving team’s first national
title in 30 years, topping the field
in the 1-meter dive at the NCAA
championships. The softball
team, on the back of then-freshman Allyson Fournier, reached
the NCAA finals, winning the
NESCAC and Regional tournaments along the way.
Several distinguished speakers addressed the Tufts community at the end of the year,
starting with NBC Nightly News
anchor Brian Williams as the
keynote speaker at the Edward
R. Murrow Forum. Michael Oren,
the Israeli Ambassador to the

U.S., discussed the state of the
relationship between those two
countries. Former White House
Deputy Chief of Staff Karl Rove
detailed his experiences in the
George W. Bush administration.
Nobel Laureate Muhammad
Yunus explained how business
and finance could be tools for
tackling social problems at the
annual Dean’s Lecture, and
Massachusetts Governor Deval
Patrick visited the Hill to speak
about immigration reform.
The incoming Class of 2016
survived the most selective
admissions season in Tufts history to that point, with a recordlow 20 percent of applicants
accepted.

areas of Massachusetts by canvassing and phone-banking. Both
teamed up with the student-run
Tufts Votes to increase voter registration numbers.
Election Day did not come without problems, as many students
who attempted to cast ballots at the
Gantcher Center polling location
were told their names were not on
registration records for that polling
area. Those who were turned away
were eventually allowed to cast provisional ballots instead.
That night, students filled Hotung
Café in the Mayer Campus Center in
a raucous celebration of the results.
Major
curricular
changes
addressed long-held demands
for more diversity in the School of
Liberal Arts’ available options. The
school launched a minor in AsianAmerican studies housed under the
American Studies program, and an
Africana Studies major and minor
arrived on the Hill after decades of
halting negotiations between students and the administration.
Members of the student-led
group Tufts Divest advocated in
meetings with members of the
Board of Trustees — and in a tense
Office of Undergraduate Admissions
information session — for the university to divest its endowment from
a list of 200 publicly traded oil, gas
and coal companies.
Twenty-seven members of the
men’s lacrosse team were suspended for two games of the spring season, after an attorney hired by the
Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO)
in September confirmed claims that
members of the team had yelled
sexist and racist insults during a
women’s volleyball game against
Smith College.
The Tufts chapter of a national
evangelical Christian organization, Tufts Christian Fellowship,
became the center of a months-long
debate over religious expression
and discrimination when the Tufts
Community Union (TCU) Judiciary
in September removed the group’s
TCU recognition because it found
that clauses in the TCF constitution prevented anyone not following the group’s list of strictly defined

tenets from becoming a leader.
TCF appealed the ruling to the
Committee on Student Life (CSL),
which in December created a new
university policy under which religious groups like TCF could apply
through the chaplaincy for exemption from the university’s nondiscrimination policy and regain recognition from the Judiciary. The
decision prompted outrage and
confusion among much of the
student body, and the TCU Senate
passed two resolutions in the spring
condemning the new policy.
The Board of Trustees in the fall
revoked Lance Armstrong’s 2006
honorary Doctorate of Humane
Letters in light of the United States
Anti-Doping Agency’s findings that
he had used performance-enhancing drugs throughout his career.
WinterFest, which was held for the
first time last year as a replacement
for the Naked Quad Run (NQR), was
canceled after poor attendance at
the previous year’s $24,000 event.
The university made the switch
from paper to online course evaluations this semester, a process that
had been in the works since the
2009-2010 academic year, and in
the spring Tufts Technology Services
debuted iSIS, its replacement for the
30-year-old records program that
had been the subject of student ire.
Safety became the focus of several campus changes, including
the revamping of the Department
of Public and Environmental
Safety’s nighttime ride service and
the announcement of a new video
security system on all three Tufts
campuses planned for installation
in January. After a student was struck
by a car and hospitalized on Nov. 8
at the intersection of Powderhouse
Boulevard and Packard Avenue, the
Somerville and Public Safety officials responded by placing a speed
radar sign, pedestrian crossing signs
and a new LED traffic light at the
intersection.
Hurricane Sandy caused minor
wind and flood damage to the
Tufts campuses and the university
canceled classes for one day due
to the storm. The Grafton campus
lost power for two days, but the

Medford/Somerville campus only
experienced minor electricity loss
and a number of fallen tree limbs.
The TCU Senate kicked off the
spring semester by adding a community representative for the
Women’s Center to the body. Senate
resolutions also pushed for administrative changes in policies regarding American Sign Language and
the university’s alcohol policy.
Junior Joe Thibodeau won the
TCU presidential race in April. Voter
turnout increased to 57.5 percent
from 49.79 percent last year.
Health Service announced that
the student health insurance plan
will next year include new benefits
for transgender students to allow
coverage of not only hormone
treatments but also gender reassignment surgery.
The Office of Residential Life and
Learning (ResLife) approved the
creation of a Sustainability House in
Latin Way, bringing the total number of Special Interest Houses up to
16. Starting next year, a new ResLife
rule will prevent Resident Assistants
from dating students who live in the

halls for which they are responsible.
In response to several alcoholrelated incidents, including public urination and over 15 students
receiving treatment for excessive
intoxication at Winter Bash, the university is conducting an administrative review of the event.
Signage and other structures on
Bello Field were defaced with graffiti
depicting racist symbols and messages, sparking a campus dialogue
and an investigation by the Medford
Police Department. The TCU Senate
drafted a statement condemning the messages, stating that the
Senate “regards these and all other
instances of hate and subordination
as unacceptable.”
The task force on alcohol policy
in April submitted a proposal to a
university-wide steering committee to introduce a Good Samaritan
policy and a modified medical
amnesty policy in response to
suggestions provided by the steering committee.
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Wanted: Public editor

There are innumerable lessons the
Daily and Tufts’ other campus publications can learn from the discussions
about the role and responsibility of college media outlets that several events this
year have prompted. The Primary Source,
the campus’ now-derecognized “journal
of conservative thought,” has learned that
conservatism should not be used to justify offensive content — and that “oversight” is not a good enough excuse when
hurtful words are published. This paper
learned a similar lesson when we failed
to keep a hateful group’s Islamophobic
advertisement from publication.
The overarching lesson of this year
in Tufts media, however, is that the
absence of a body or person charged
with overseeing the maintenance of
journalistic standards and ethical
behavior — a position that before last
year was filled by a campus public editor — is harmful to Tufts’ media organizations, as well as to their readers and
listeners. Tufts needs a public editor
again, and badly. Without someone to
keep a critical eye on the Daily and its
peer publications, outlets for students
with an opinion on the matter have
been reduced to outraged Facebook
statuses, individual emails to publications, reactionary op-eds and conversations among friends that never make
it to editorial meetings.
It has become clear that Tufts has gone
too long without someone to fill the position that has fallen into obscurity over the
past two years. Tufts’ media outlets have
been forced to use individual responses
as the only interaction they have with the
Tufts community, a system that neither
leads to a productive discussion about
media ethics and standards nor lends an

official ear to students with legitimate criticisms. As a community, we need someone to play the role of arbiter of ethical
media practice. We need someone whose
job it is to regularly comment on the state
of Tufts media and give voice to the masses. We need someone to hold the Daily,
the Observer, the Primary Source, WMFO,
TUTV and all other organizations that
claim to be voices of Tufts accountable.
Criticism and thoughtful analysis of the
role of these organizations must no longer
come from anonymous online commenters or those with ties to a publication.
There is sufficient administrative
support for an unbiased public editor to take the stage. But an Office of
Campus Life advertisement campaign
at the beginning of this year resulted
in only two candidates, neither of
whom was deemed capable of completing the job well by the Dean of
Students Office. This reflects both the
need for more extensive advertising
for the position and the difficulty any
university body will have in filling
it with a candidate who is qualified
enough to take on the role.
The responsibility of producing
content acceptable for publication is
not one to be taken lightly. As student
media outlets, the Daily and its peers
know that the written word — or, in
the case of WMFO and TUTV, the spoken word — has impact. And because
our employees are volunteers — and
busy students, of course — mistakes
get made. To learn from these mistakes,
we need more than sporadic commentary from the aware and conscientious
among Tufts undergraduates. We need
someone who will take on the responsibility of speaking as the voice of reason,

of knowing what constitutes responsible
journalism better than we do, of mediating conflict between editorial staff
members and their fellow students.
The Daily urges the Media Advocacy
Board (MAB) — in whatever form it
takes next year, and under whoever
takes its helm — to jumpstart the
search for a smart, dedicated and
responsible public editor. As of now,
the MAB’s only role is to maintain
the computer lab it inhabits on the
ground floor of Curtis Hall. If the
MAB is to fulfill its full potential, it
must request funding from the Tufts
Community Union Senate to fund the
position, and the Senate’s Allocations
Board (ALBO) has a responsibility
to provide the funding, though they
declined to do so two years ago. It
doesn’t make sense for the money to
come from anywhere else.
No one person can speak for Tufts as
a whole or reflect the collective opinion
of the student body. This was, presumably, the reason why ALBO declined to
fund the position. But the journalistic
dilemmas that face student publications cannot be faced alone — even
an attempt at giving a unified and
comprehensive voice to criticism of
our content would be worthwhile. The
public editor need not speak for every
single Tufts student. It would be their
responsibility, however, to monitor the
full spectrum of campus conversation
— online and otherwise — and advise
our staffs on the most responsible and
fitting course of action when conflict
arises. They would serve not as a reactionary tool but as a giver of advice, a
voice of the student body when one is
needed and a source of accountability.
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Sustained criticism of ‘justified departure’ policy crucial in coming year

The Committee on Student Life
(CSL) policy allowing religious groups
to apply through the Chaplaincy for
exemption from the university’s nondiscrimination policy confuses and repels
the people it is meant to help, baffles
the administrators charged with enforcing it, frustrates the Tufts Community
Union (TCU) Judiciary asked to comply
with it and doesn’t even seem to be
entirely clear to the people who were
in the room while it was being written. The problem the CSL was asked to
solve was complex and nuanced. The
ideological struggles and age-old contradictions between religious freedom
and the prevention of bigotry are not
unique to Tufts, nor are they likely to be
resolved here by any university policy
or TCU Senate resolution. But the CSL’s
solution has only served to make the
problem harder to solve. It has taken
Tufts a step back on the path to an
inclusive community where all students
can devote their time years here to their
faith — or lack thereof — without fear,
and where no student must worry that

Op-Ed

their Student Activities Fee dollars are
going to organizations that claim faith
as a basis for discrimination.
No university rulemaking body should
exist without some reasonable system of
checks on its ability to make rules. The Tufts
Community Union (TCU) Senate asked
the faculty to take on that role of arbiter
by holding a vote on the policy. But that
was impossible, according to AS&E Faculty
Executive Committee Co-Chair Steven
Hirsch, because there exists “no legal basis
or precedent” for the faculty to overturn a
CSL decision. University President Anthony
Monaco has declined to take on that role in
his own capacity, protesting that this is an
issue “the community should decide.” The
university chaplain — or at least its temporary incarnation in Rev. Patricia Budd
Kepler — has in turn declined to keep the
CSL in check, having already approved a
student group’s application for religious
exemption without any critical analysis
of the group’s claims of doctrinal basis for
discrimination in leadership.
This leaves, by process of elimination,
the student body. In this case, we are rep-

resented by the TCU Senate and Judiciary,
essentially powerless in that the policy
applies to these two bodies and leaves
them unable to fight the policy except in
their capacity to construct their own interpretation of the policy. Students standing
against the policy are also represented by
the Coalition Against Religious Exclusion
(CARE), which has emerged from obscurity as the loudest and most adamant voice
against the decision but whose cries that
it is unfair to students have fallen on deaf
ears. Equally regrettably, no clear advocate
has emerged for the student members and
leaders of Tufts’ religious groups, as they
struggle to navigate the waters of “religious exemption” and to come away from
the decision with a way of staying true
to the tenets of their faiths while retaining officially recognized status as a Tufts
student group. Since the CSL announced
its “religious exemption” solution, it has
been very clear that, while this is certainly
an issue that the Tufts community as a
whole is affected by, it is not something
“the community should decide.” The community — the Senate, the Judiciary, CARE,

campus religious groups — have been
given its chance to decide, and their decision is already clear: This policy does not
belong in its current state at Tufts. It is
up to the CSL — the body that wrongly
decided for Tufts that our nondiscrimination policy can have exceptions — to
reevaluate that choice and work harder
and come up with a better solution. It is
up to incoming University Chaplain Rev.
Gregory McGonigle to educate himself to
his full ability on the scope of the situation
and cast the critical eye his impressive
resume suggests on any application for
religious exemption that comes his way.
The CSL, by creating a roundabout,
uninformed solution to a sensitive dilemma and refusing to accept responsibility
when it proved almost universally unpopular, has left its job incomplete. The Daily
urges next year’s members of the CSL, in
the absence of any obvious check on the
body’s power to speak for Tufts, to take its
responsibility and impact seriously, act as
a check on itself and reconsider who this
solution is good for. If it does so in earnest,
it may find that the answer is “no one.”

What Senate actually did
by

Wyatt Cadley

Dear Members of the Tufts
Community Union,
For the past year I have had
the distinct honor of serving as
your Tufts Community Union
(TCU) president. I came to you
last April with an upbeat attitude, an open heart and an
ambitious agenda that reflected my values. This agenda was
not left to sit on a shelf collecting dust but, rather, served as
a foundation for many of my
decisions as president.
I’m writing this letter today
because you deserve to know
where progress has been made,
where initiatives fell short and
where there is still work to be
done. But let me be clear: I
am not directly responsible for
the vast majority of the progress that Senate made in the
past year; so many people have
worked tirelessly behind the
scenes to make this university
a better place, and they deserve
the credit.
I have put together an “End
of Year Progress Report,” which
is available on the TCU Senate’s
website. This report tracks the
progress with respect to the
proposed initiatives from last
April, and I am excited to share
this document with you today.
I am excited that all of you can
see how your senators helped
bridge the gap between Tufts
as it is and Tufts as it can be.
While I encourage you to go
online and check out the document yourself, here are some
highlights.
We designed and implemented a new orientation program
called Orientation Extended,
which will provide first-year
students with additional support throughout their first
semester on the Hill. Members
of our Education Committee
helped to bring a new company
— Project Lever — to campus,
which will better connect students to professors with similar
research interests. A number
of senators, even after their
terms expired, worked alongside Students for Sensible Drug
Policy in an effort to bring
about reforms to the university’s alcohol policy. (The university’s task force on alcohol and
other drugs just recommended
a number of reforms, including
the implementation of a Good
Samaritan policy.) Senator John
Kelly has worked tirelessly to
improve the university’s sexual
assault adjudication process.
After a coordinated Senate and

student activist lobbying effort,
the faculty decided to eliminate
the policy that didn’t recognize American Sign Language
as a language worthy of being
on the same academic level as
spoken languages at Tufts.
Senators have called for tangible and immediate changes
to improve the quality of premajor advising. (Such reforms
include the creation of a Trunk
site dedicated to providing students with academic resources
and the elimination of policies that limit who can serve
as a pre-major advisor.) In an
effort to foster more university pride, all first-year students were provided with a
copy of the Tufts Ivory Book,
which highlights Tufts’ rich
history. (Shout-out to Editorin-Chief Yulia Korovikov!) After
many years of student lobbying, course evaluations were
finally moved online. I had the
honor of appointing Stephen
Ruggiero to be the first-ever
TCU community outreach liaison; in this capacity, Stephen
has built meaningful and productive relationships with
Tufts’ Office of Community
Relations, Medford Mayor
Michael McGlynn and staff at
the Somerville Mayor’s Office.
In addition to improving
our outreach efforts via an
increased presence on social
media, Senators also started
regularly attending meetings of
the Student Athletic Council
in an effort to better connect
and serve Tufts varsity athletes. Members of the Senate’s
Executive Board helped to
launch the Stern Senior Week
Fund, which subsidizes the
cost of Senior Week tickets for
those students with the greatest financial need. After a year’s
worth of negotiating, the Senate
just allocated an additional
$30,000 for club sports next
year; TCU Treasurer Matt Roy
deserves a great deal of credit
for working so hard to support
Tufts’ club athletes. We have
proactively explored the possibility of establishing a fleet
van service for Tufts groups.
Senator Christie Maciejewski
helped secure a free weekly
shuttle to Stop & Shop for all
members of the Tufts community. And, in early April, Senate
passed a resolution encouraging the TCU Treasury to provide
a loan to Tufts Dining Services
so that they can build a kosher
kitchen over the summer.
While this certainly wasn’t an
easy year on the TCU Senate —

Scott Tingley / Tufts Daily Archives

controversies arose and decorum was temporarily lost — I’d
be lying if I said that I didn’t look
back on the experience with
overwhelming pride. This was
a year where we engaged new
stakeholders, where we perpetually debated with passion and
where we were primarily focused
on improving the quality of your
undergraduate experience.

I am proud of the work that
your senators accomplished
this year, but I am more proud
that Tufts is an innovative place
where students proactively seek
to improve their community. I
am proud that Tufts is a place
where students think big and
dream bigger. And while there
is still much work to be done,
it is time for old ideas to make

way to new ones. I wish the
best of luck to Joe Thibodeau,
and I know that Tufts is heading
in the right direction. Fellow
Jumbos, it’s been a pleasure!
Wyatt Cadley graduates today
with a degree in political science
and economics. He can be reached
at Wyatt.Cadley@tufts.edu.
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Can’t stop,
won’t stop

G

raduation is, at its heart, a
time for celebration. Most of
you have spent the past four
years of your lives on the Hill
— and yes, parents, in case you forgot,
it really is a hill — and now set out on
your own journeys. Many of you will
start jobs in the coming weeks brighteyed and earnest. Some of you have
decided that 17 years of education just
isn’t enough for you, and will go back to
school for another degree. And some of
you will make your first foray into the
wonderful world of unemployment. At
some point along the road, we will all
join you there, whether by choice or by
circumstance.
Last year, I gave the graduating class
a set of guidelines for life outside the
walls of Tisch, and now, one year the
wiser, I’d like you to take some sophomoric — get it? — advice from 19-yearold me.
The past 12 months have seen economic change and financial reform.
Ok, the financial reform part was a
joke, but the world is a very different
place than it was a year ago.
Ok, that was a joke too. The big
pieces are still there: a Congress and
president locked in a stalemate on
everything from gun control to samesex marriage, a financial system that
controls an almost scary amount of
wealth, a debt crisis in the Eurozone
that economists saw coming for years
and a Chinese economy that seems
to switch from boom to bubble every
other week.
But if we delve just a little deeper,
we can see some real improvements.
On the meaningless numbers side of
things, all three major stock indexes (the Dow, S&P 500 and NASDAQ)
reached all-time highs in the past few
months, as investors have returned to
stocks, even if stability hasn’t returned
with them.
Unemployment is down — like,
actually down. Still high, but down
nonetheless. Though college graduates still face one of the toughest job
markets in recent memory, companies
no longer fear their quarterly results
like they did just a few years ago, and,
as always, smart people like you folks
— and not just the engineers! — are in
high demand.
Not everything is sunshine and unicorns, of course; the ongoing deficit
talks — I think we’re on “Part IV: Return
of the Fiscal Cliff” now — have continued to slog through their second year.
Truth be told, this isn’t really a problem that can be fixed overnight, but
maybe in a few years, with an all-star
Congress that understands the issues
and works together, anything is possible. I’m looking at you, political science majors.
So here’s my piece of advice: Keep
learning. If my four semesters at Tufts
have taught me anything, it’s that the
world is a big place. I’m certainly not
the first to say this, but the global
economy is more interconnected now
than ever before, and that trend is only
going to continue. America no longer
stands at the forefront of everything.
New developments in technology, education, science and medicine have
pushed our knowledge of the globe
far beyond what previous generations
could have ever imagined.
But I’ll save you the blustery “Save
the world!” speech. If you’re graduating with a degree in quantitative
economics, keep up on your poetry. If
you just finished a thesis on molecular biology, watch some CSPAN. Keep
learning. It will prepare you for new
jobs, new economies and new experiences in a way that a college education
never can.
And it helps on crossword puzzles,
too.
Walt Laws-MacDonald is a rising junior
majoring in quantitative economics. He
can be reached at Walt.Laws_MacDonald@
tufts.edu.
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The end of silence
by Simona

Gilman and Alison Safran

In October 2012, around the third
anniversary of her sexual assault,
Ali Safran came up with the idea for
Surviving in Numbers, a sexual assault
awareness project. She thought about
all the people she had told over the
past 3 years and how she’d reported her
assault to the police, gone through the
legal process, done everything a victim
is “supposed” to do — without getting
any real justice. It occurred to Safran
that other survivors of sexual assault

Op-Ed

must have had experiences on the
same spectrum. She then reached out
to multiple colleges, including Tufts,
and began developing the project with
them. With the help of Action for Sexual
Assault Prevention (ASAP) at Tufts, we
decided to premiere it in April, coinciding with Sexual Assault Awareness
Month. The project was on display for a
week in the campus center.
The name of the project is doubly
meaningful: It’s a play on the phrase
“strength in numbers,” as there truly is
an unspoken bond and strength among

the project participants and other
survivors who speak out about their
experiences. Additionally, the project
is about survivors and the numbers
around their experiences: how many
people they told, how the assault cost
them relationships, etc. Statistically,
sexual assault is a huge problem: One in
four women in college will be assaulted
during her time on campus, and one in
33 men will be assaulted in his lifetime.
Contrary to the popular belief that
see GILMAN AND SAFRAN, page 34

Looking back
by

Carolyn Pruitt

The frustration I’ve seen expressed
regarding the decision of commencement speaker and end-of-the-year
activities has caused me to reflect on
our administration during my years at
Tufts. I don’t want to speak for anyone
else, but my unhappiness is not just
the result of a selfish desire to have the
best last month of undergrad possible.
It’s more about the fact that it leaves
me conflicted about my time here in
general. And it’s emblematic of the
tension I’ve felt about my home for
the past four years. In comparison to
other schools of our caliber, we have
an unusually small endowment. I think
this is in large part a result of hundreds
of complaints like the ones that I am
making falling on deaf ears for years
because I, for one, know that I feel pretty ostracized by the administration.
see PRUITT, page 34
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Op-Ed
Walker Bristol |
Notes from the Underclass

Keep telling us we are naive
by

The Force is
strong with
these ones

Greg Jenkins

It’s almost summer and the weather
is still cold, still gray — is it even spring
yet? School’s almost out, sure, but
summer means more than that — and
a lot more than beach balls and sandcastles and feisty gulls. It means we’re
one step closer to the “real world.” The
warnings come from college seniors
everywhere: Cherish summer, because
eventually one will come and it won’t
be summer at all. You’ll have a job, and
you’ll go to work just like you do in the
fall, winter and spring.
And, to be honest, the thought of
the real world makes me shake like a
scared kitten. For Christ’s sake, there
are bombs. It’s really, really hot out
there. Entry-level jobs are scarce, you
have to shave and wear a suit, you’re a
grown-up and there are consequences. To top it off, you can’t sleep in
your bed at home — the bed you slept
in for 20-odd years, the one with the
stuffed bear and fluffy pillows — and
if you get scared at night you can’t just
run into mom and dad’s room. I guess
you can call the police, or maybe
you’ll just cover your head with one
of grandma’s quilts and try to stop
thinking about Jack Nicholson’s head
poking through your door, yelling,
“Heeeeerrre’s Johnny!”
Time flies, too. The way I see it,
once you hit 26 you better have a
spouse in the bullpen or else it’s on
to the dweeb-magnet they call online
dating. Lonely with a side of sexual
frustration, please. And kids? Kids? I
am a kid! Maybe I should wait until
I have a career under my belt before
I start thinking about kids. Did I just
say career? Huh, that’s funny — I like
everything I study, but I don’t really
want to waste my twenties away at a
desk. Bite the bullet? Okay, fine: Do I
want to help people or make money
or be happy? I can only have one and I
better figure it out soon because in no
time I’ll have a family to support and
bills to pay and I’ll have to bring my
dog to the vet because it ate Auntie
Kirk’s fudge. How am I supposed to
discover myself when my dog’s life is
on the line?
How in the world are we supposed

F

see JENKINS, page 34
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An opinion on opinions
by

Robert Joseph

This past year, I have had the
honor and the privilege to serve as
the Tufts Community Union’s ( TCU)
Parliamentarian. It was my job to offer
unbiased assistance in writing resolutions and to impartially moderate
debates concerning these resolutions.
Even during the debate regarding the
new justified departure policy for religious groups on campus, I remained
steadfast in my devotion to staying
outwardly neutral. After that meeting, I described the experience as
being more challenging than a championship Little League baseball game
I umpired four years prior. Despite
the extreme pressure of refereeing
the debate over the Committee on
Student Life’s new policy, I was thankful that this time around, forgetting to
wear a cup was not as painful.
I rarely had the opportunity to weigh
in on pressing matters that came before
the Senate this year. Many of my colleagues saw my responsibilities of staying unbiased as extending to the rest of
my involvement on Senate. As you may
be aware, there were many controversies
and much drama on Senate this year; yet,
I have made no enemies, even though I
was often part of the action. The big
secret that few have realized is that my
role as parliamentarian is not the reason why I’ve made no adversaries. My
perceived neutrality boiled down to the
way I expressed my opinions. As of the
final Senate meeting of the year, I am the
TCU Parliamentarian bound to impartiality no more. And yes, I have tons of
opinions, many of which I feel very pas-

sionately about. However, now that I’ve are many people on this campus who
reclaimed my voice, the first thing I want I never would have expected to get
to assert is that we all (myself included) along with, yet because I took the
need to take a moment to assess how we time to understand their views and
actions, I have no beef with anyone.
share our opinions.
When it comes to expressing beliefs,
As I once mentioned to my Senate
colleagues, the “art of Senate” is really sometimes less is more. I’m not saying
a game of toes and communication. I it’s a bad thing to have beliefs. They are
was partially wrong; all undergraduates an integral part of what helps us get to
on this campus should understand this “there.” But if on our way to “there,” we
game. We are here because we want to clumsily throw around our opinions,
go somewhere and do something with toes are bound to get crushed. Unless
our lives. For some of us, “there” might we perfect our ability to ensure that
be becoming a doctor, starting a busi- we effectively communicate with each
ness, or achieving social justice in urban other, this modus operandi is not going
areas through city planning. Although to be sustainable. Besides, doesn’t the
we all have a different “there,” we will value of a belief mean more when it’s
inevitably step on someone else’s toes not something conveyed as often? In
during the journey. And when we do, any case, I see a lot of toe-stomping
it is critical that we communicate with and not a lot of communication on this
each other about it in order to figure campus. It is my sincerest hope that we
out how to best avoid doing so again in can change this.
I admit that I too am guilty of
the future. If we fail to communicate,
toes continue to get stepped on, and both stepping on toes and failing to
eventually the toes will break — or the talk with those who have stepped
foot will kick back. Neither is a desir- on mine. So if maybe I’ve struck a
chord and stepped on your toes with
able outcome.
The key to communication is direct something I’ve said in this op-ed,
engagement and conversation with what are you going to do about it? It
those who have treaded on our toes. is my sincerest hope that you don’t
Whether it is your friend, your room- post condemnations of this piece on
mate, your ex-girlfriend or a class- Facebook or write an op-ed proclaimmate with radically different views ing to the world how I am wrong. If
from your own, you must communi- you’ve learned anything from reading
cate with them if you want to allevi- this piece, you’ll know that the road
ate the issue. I have seen many a to healing toes begins with my email
Facebook post and op-ed where just address just below.
the opposite happens: Sentiments are
misdirected and made public, exacerbating tensions. Doesn’t it seem dis- Robert Joseph is a rising junior majoring
ingenuous to post about someone in political science. He can be reached at
with whom you haven’t talked? There Robert.Joseph@tufts.edu.

or three years, I’ve been awfully proud and lucky to have been
befriended, mentored and inspired
by some brilliant people in the
year above mine. It gives me nothing more than pleasure to congratulate
them on their achievements leading up
to what will undoubtedly be a brilliant
May 19. I’ll certainly be joining them in
the crowds — and, if you’re around, I
hope you will too — to join hands and
celebrate the eight-year anniversary of
the release of Star Wars Episode III:
Revenge of the Sith.
Tufts was founded on, and today preserves, the Jedi values of active citizenship and interstellar citizenry. But
sometimes that past is forgotten, and I
certainly hope on May 19 that someone
with a microphone acknowledges: We
are prone to letting passion and power
blind us. Yes, perhaps I’m speaking particularly about the recent policy instated
by the Committee on Student Life offering religious student organizations the
ability to exempt themselves from the
non-discrimination policy. Letting those
in power determine what faith is by a
strict interpretation of doctrine? ObiWan hit the nail: “Only a Sith deals in
absolutes.” If we could talk to him today
(we can, he’s One with the Force) I’m
sure he would take a striking stance.
That’s not to say the whole ceremony
needs to be critical of our institution: I’m
all for us making sure May 19 is about
celebration — celebration of genius cinematographer David Tattersall, celebration, of course, of Hayden Christensen’s
salient performance and celebration of
the part where there’s a lightsaber duel
on a lava planet.
What I’m asking is that speakers and
seniors and friends alike not be afraid
to ask the hard questions — those that
leave you lying awake late into the night.
When will ASL fulfill Part I of the foreign language requirement? Should
the guise of “free speech” really protect
hateful and triggering rhetoric in oncampus publications? Why did they give
Leia Organa a different last name when
she was adopted but just keep Luke
Skywalker as “Skywalker”? There are no
easy answers; seeking them is a journey.
But that journey, we must undertake.
As we’ve been told countless times
by administrators and mommies alike,
the events of the Star Wars franchise
happened “a long time ago, and in
a galaxy far, far away.” But that’s no
excuse for disregarding how applicable
are today the values professed by the
leaders of the Galactic Republic before
Order 66. Evil lingers all around us,
often subtly, and we are all susceptible
to the darker ways of the Force, at least
insofar as we have some midichlorians.
It is our burden, as people, to resist the
temptation to don a red lightsaber and
dismiss as “Rebel scum” those fighting
for equity and just policy.
I applaud Tufts for pouring so many
resources into an undoubtedly vital celebration on the Academic Quad today:
to commemorate four years of hard student work by remembering arguably the
most important Star Wars feature film of
the last 10 years. But if you’re going to go
through the effort to set up thousands
of chairs, invite seniors’ families and
friends and display a life-size Wampa
ice sculpture at the reception, I feel that
we shouldn’t let the values of the franchise we’re celebrating go unheard. Star
Wars evokes the triumph of compassion
over power, social justice over spite. We
ought to appreciate all of these, both as
students and graduates. It was put most
clearly by the philosopher and protocol
droid C-3PO, human-cyborg relations,
when he delivers the final line of Episode
III: “Oh, no.” Oh, no, indeed. Oh, no we
won’t take injustice. Oh, no.
Walker Bristol is a rising senior majoring in religion and philosophy. He can be
reached at walker.bristol@tufts.edu.
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Looking back
Pruitt

continued from page 32

We pay so much money to go here, and
I don’t see that money going into my
experience on campus. My freshmanyear dorm was a s--thole. Carpet was
duct-taped to the floor, fire alarms were
hanging off their hinges, huge holes in
the wall would stay there for weeks only
to get plastered over in a color that didn’t
even match. I’m a weirdo, so I found a
perverse sense of enjoyment in living
in a cinderblock eyesore of a building
that looked like it belonged in the Soviet
Union. But there is no way that I felt
as if my living accommodations were
equal to the amount that I was paying
for them. And it wasn’t just my dorm: All
around campus there are windows that
stay open through the winter because
they are broken, auditoriums in which
the tables on the sides of the chairs can’t
swing up because they hit the row of
chairs in front and dining halls that say
they are open until 9:00 p.m. but really
stop serving food at about 8:15 (which
is unfortunate, considering how many
students have class until 8:00 or 8:30). It
seems as if the only thing the university
does consistently spend money on is
seasonal landscaping. I know this is just
one of many issues that are endemic to
our university administration, but at
the end of my time here, I can’t help but
be disappointed about the fact that we
pay so much for an environment that
doesn’t seem to measure up.

But I took it all in stride (and, for the
most part, continue to do so) because
I am getting the best intellectual experience that I could have hoped for at
college. I’ve had professors that push
and challenge and inspire, and I’ve had
courses that have changed my entire
perspective on life. I love the academics at this school, although you definitely have to work to seek out the
good classes. And, for the most part, I
love the students. I learn so much from
the events hosted by various student
organizations, and I wouldn’t trade my
time in my sorority for anything. Now,
as a senior, I’m not sure where that
leaves me. I find myself wanting to
buy another Tufts sweatshirt so that
people know where I came from, but not
wanting to stand publicly for a school
whose administration is so frustrating.
I want people to come to Tufts so they
can get to know the professors who
have changed my life, but I don’t want
them to be disappointed by the lack
of investment in their surroundings. I
want to find a way to support the professors individually without donating to a
school that I’m honestly still a little mad
at. I’m not proud of my university, but I
am damn proud of my education. I just
don’t know what to do about it.
Carolyn Pruitt graduates today with a
degree in history. She can be reached at
Carolyn.Pruitt@tufts.edu.

Keep telling us we are naive
Jenkins

continued from page 33

to know what to do?
Maybe we’re not. Maybe there’s another option. Maybe the “real world” isn’t a
puzzle, and there’s no way we can ever
figure it out. Maybe we’re supposed to feel
like it’s broken because it is and because
we’re supposed to try to fix it. Maybe the
idea of the “real world” seems like a hoax
because it is, because we’re already in

the real world and while we’re thinking
about internships and jobs and finance
and insurance, the “real world” — the real
“real world” is up in the treetops; it’s sitting on the porch at 3 a.m.; it’s waving at
you, jumping up and down, but your eyes
are glued to a laptop, a smart phone, a TV,
and you can’t see it. You’ve got earbuds in
and you can’t hear it sing. The real world
is all around you, but you’ll only see it if
you want to, if you try to.

Op-Ed

The end of silence
Gilman and Safran
continued from page 32

rapists are scary, recognizably mischievous characters who appear suddenly out of the bushes, nine out of
10 females surveyed by the National
Criminal Justice Reference Service
knew their attackers. Perpetrators of
sexual assault are often not punished,
both for lack of a criminal justice system that is supportive of victims and
because many victims/survivors find
it difficult to come forward about what
they’ve experienced.
That’s why this project is powerful: Survivors are able to share their
stories anonymously and reflect on
how their healing has progressed
without the stigmatization that can
often come with disclosing a story of
sexual assault. Many survivors who
have participated in the project have
shared statements made by friends,
including harmful statements such as,
“I thought that would happen to you
because of the way you are with men,”
courtesy of a former best friend. Aside
from shaming a survivor, these words
make it even harder for that survivor to try to talk about what they’ve
experienced to anyone else, out of
fear of perpetual blaming. Statements
like these impede a survivor’s healing
process post-assault and force survivors to keep silent about the violence
committed against them. Surviving
in Numbers offers a community for

So how are we supposed to know
what to do? We’re not — no one really
does. But if you worry about it, you’ll
miss everything. You’ll miss the dance
and the song together, and you won’t
be any the wiser. No doubt, it will
seem like a hoax. So in your last day,
last year (or two or three) at Tufts, keep
your head up and dance. Spin against
the earth’s rotation. Write stuff down
and paint things and talk until you fall

Commencement 2013

survivors who may never meet but
who all share the experience of being
victimized and struggling to heal from
the initial trauma of assault and the
re-victimization through the legal system or friends’ victim-blaming.
For too long, the cultural dialogue
around sexual assault has been dominated by victim-blaming and shaming. This project aims to give a voice
to survivors and give others a tangible
view of reality. The project will raise
awareness of how prevalent sexual
assault is on campus and how many
survivors there are on any campus.
This happens at Tufts, but not only at
Tufts. If survivors are supported and
believed when they come forward, it
starts them down a supportive path
to healing; if they’re admonished or
blamed for what’s happened to them,
it has terrible effects on their ability
to move forward from the trauma. It
is our hope that the Tufts community
will continue to support survivors
and continue to engage in this important dialogue.
Simona Gilman is a rising junior majoring in international relations and can
be reached at Simona.Gilman@tufts.
edu. Alison Safran is a student at Mount
Holyoke majoring in political science and
psychology. She can be reached at Alison.
Safran@gmail.com.

asleep. Maybe it’s cold and foggy right
now, but the forecast calls for sun and
flowers and clouds shaped like whatever you want them to be shaped like
— open your eyes, or you might walk
by the whole thing.
Greg Jenkins is a rising senior majoring in
international relations. He can be reached
at Gregory.Jenkins@tufts.edu.
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Men’s Track and Field

Gbola Ajayi
by Sam

Gold

Daily Editorial Board

sports

Commencement 2013

    Saluting the seniors: Superstar-filled
Softball

If not for Lori Bohan, Tufts’ most successful jumper in recent memory might
never have leapt in brown and blue.
Bohan, graduating senior Gbola
Ajayi’s track coach at St. Paul’s School
in New Hampshire, had witnessed Ajayi
improve tremendously over the course
of his high school career and suggested
that he try to run in college. She contacted head coach Ethan Barron and
arranged a meeting for Ajayi, which
went swimmingly.
“I think the biggest draw for me was
the way coach went about trying to
convince me to come out for the team,”
he said. “Feeling wanted was nice.”
Or perhaps it really was in the cards
for Ajayi from the outset, because his
high school coach had also sent Dan
Marcy (LA ’08) — a fellow jumper and,

Kelvin Ma / Tufts University

as it would turn out, economics major
— to Tufts five years earlier.
Regardless of how it all transpired,
Ajayi came, saw and conquered on
his way to two indoor All-American
honors, four All-NESCAC honors, two
individual NESCAC titles and a whole
slew of victories in his specialties: long
jump and triple jump.
Ajayi and coach Ethan Barron forged
a strong bond early on, which helped
pave the way for his subsequent triumphs on the runway. In fact, Ajayi
attributes much of his success to his
coach and says that he has never
doubted him, trusting fully in whatever
Barron has asked of him.
But even for an athlete who had gotten along so well so quickly with his
coach, it must have come as quite a
shock to hear that he would have to
learn an entirely new skill set in order
to broaden his repertoire. That’s right:
Gbola had never actually attempted the
triple jump before he arrived at Tufts.
“I had never triple jumped before
I came to college and thought coach
was crazy when he suggested that that
would be my best event,” Ajayi recalled.
“It was my proudest moment as an athlete to stand on the podium for myself,
my team and most especially for my
coach who had nurtured me and been
very patient with me.”
Of course, as is Ajayi’s way, he has
thrived in the triple jump, earning his
two All-American honors in the event
— with a chance to make it three in the
coming weeks.
Despite all the accolades, however,
Ajayi says that he has been humbled
by the experience, a testament to his
desire not only to learn but also to
contribute to the overall performance
of the team. The collective sacrifice
required in order to reach such great
heights has taught him a valuable
lesson about how each cog in any
machine must operate in sync with
its counterparts so that the machine
might run smoothly.
To that end, he assumed a leadership
role early on and this year spearheaded
a relatively inexperienced jump crew to
some solid results. Perhaps even more
impressively, throughout his tenure as
a leader he has embodied everything
that Tufts men’s track and field stands
for — along with the ability to recognize when his time has come and what
he’s leaving behind.
“I think I’m leaving a legacy as a
hard worker and a team leader who
is an example of what trusting in the
program and believing in the coach can
get you,” Ajayi said. “I will miss it, but
I think it’s time for me to move on and

Lane Florsheim / The Tufts Daily

Emily Beinecke
by

Ethan Sturm

Daily Editorial Board

When graduating senior Emily
Beinecke arrived at Tufts, she joined
a team coming off a fourth place finish nationally, which had aspirations
and expectations of similar success in
her freshmen year. The talented young
infielder had landed herself smack in
the middle of a potential dynasty.
But the wheels came off in the 2010
season, even as Beinecke hit .467 — the
second best single-season mark in program history, and two blowout losses
in the NESCAC tournament brought an
abrupt end to the team’s aspirations.
The following year only brought more
disappointment, both for the Jumbos
and for Beinecke personally. Her batting average dipped nearly 100 points
to .374. Meanwhile, the team, this time
hosting the conference championships, again came up short of the title
and NCAA bid, losing to Middlebury in
the finals, 7-4.
So coming off the team’s worst season since 1999, Beinecke found herself
as an upperclassman with no NCAA
tournament experience in one of the
region’s proudest programs. It was no
longer enough to just be a contributor;
she needed to become a leader as well.
And her offensive production would no
longer only affect her, as she was now
in the five-hole protecting rising senior
Jo Clair, arguably the best hitter Tufts
has ever seen.
Things started off slowly in her junior
season, but years of experience had
taught her that nothing else mattered

if the NESCAC title couldn’t be secured.
She responded by hitting .535 for the
season in conference play, including
going 4-for-8 in the NESCAC tournament, which Tufts swept with three
straight wins. Finally, the Jumbos had
reached their destination, and while
she cooled down a bit, the team did
not, running off four more wins to
earn a regional crown and a trip to the
College World Series.
In her final season, Beinecke has
found herself one of the few veterans
on a young Tufts squad. Not only did
she have to learn to deal with the newly
added pressures of captaincy but also,
after a just two-error season as a junior,
a switch to shortstop for the first time
in her collegiate career. She took it all
in stride, raising her batting average
to .414, the highest since her freshman
year, while striking out just three times
in 140 at bats. She made just four errors
at her new position, and once again
turned it on in the NESCAC tournament, going 5-for-10 with three RBIs.
But perhaps the moment most
emblematic of Beinecke’s career at
Tufts came just earlier this week in the
NCAA Regional Championship game
against Rowan. With the score still
tied at zero, Rowan elected to pitch
around Clair with a runner on second
base to pitch to Beinecke instead. In a
career of getting to her biggest goals
the hard way, she had one final chance
to do it again. And, after dumping a
ball into the outfield for an RBI single
that started the Jumbos on the way to
a regional-clinching 4-1 win, she had
done just that.

Women’s Basketball

Bre Dufault
by

Ethan Sturm

Daily Editorial Board

Graduating senior Bre Dufault
played about five minutes per
game as a freshman. As a sophomore, she was still averaging less
than 20. Yet, by her third season
with the Jumbos, she was a starter
and co-captain, and as a senior,
she was the NESCAC Defensive
Player of the Year.
Many players could never make
this kind of a leap. But for Dufault,
making the most out of her situation has helped her to define herself as one of the key cogs in perhaps the division’s best defense.
In her first season with the
team, Dufault very much struggled with her identity. She was a
guard, trying to transition into
being a forward on an undersized
team while simultaneously trying
to learn the complexity of coach
Carla Berube’s system.
“In high school, defense was
one of my stronger suits, but as
soon as I got here, it was just a
different speed,” Dufault said. “I

used to get steals, and I came into
college, and suddenly I was four
steps behind.”
“Bre was definitely a freshman,”
graduate student co-captain Kate
Barnosky added. “She came up as a
guard and eventually she got pushed
into the post which was a great load
for her. She had to figure out coach’s
system and expectations, and it was
tough for her to adapt.”
By her sophomore year,
Dufault’s increased understanding and development earned her
playing time, and some injuries
on a gravely undersized team
even gave her the chance to start
12 games. While her offensive
production was minimal, it was
her defense that began to make
her stand out, especially her work
on opposing post players who
towered over her.
“Once she learned what the
program’s all about, she fit in perfectly,” Barnosky said. “She’s an
awesome defender, and I think
Coach found a good spot for her
and she learned how she could
contribute best.”

In her third season, Dufault was
given captaincy of a team with
just two seniors, two juniors and
three freshmen getting heavy minutes. While she may not have been
the most experienced player, she
embraced the leadership role.
“She stepped up as a leader
in her two years as captain,”
Barnosky. “She was more so a
leader by example, always leaving
everything she had on the floor,
and I think setting such a great
example goes a long way.”
But nothing stuck out more
about Dufault in her four years
than her defense. In her secondto-last game as a Jumbo, she shut
down first-team All-American
Sarah Collins, who had four
inches on her. The performance
helped Tufts cruise into its second straight sweet 16 and defined
how strong her defense had been
all season, both in and out of
the post, against guards and forwards.
“Why we’ve had such strong
individual defenders is because
you have your whole team there
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supporting you,” she said. “If one
person is a really good defender, it’s not going to matter if she
doesn’t think she has her help
defense behind her.”
Her conference defensive
award, the fifth straight consecutive won by a Jumbo, embodied everything she brought to
the table in her four years in
brown and blue.

“She’s super athletic, and has
really great instincts and extremely long arms,” Barnosky said of
Dufault’s defense. “But I think,
more than anything, she’s a competitor, and she’s not going to let
her girl score and do whatever it
takes to get a stop. It’s awesome
to have someone that can really
guard anyone, from a guard to an
All-American post player.”
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class leaves lasting legacy
Women’s Track and Field

Kelly Allen
by

Ben Kochman

Daily Editorial Board

To throw the discus, which she currently does better than anyone else in Div.
III, Kelly Allen begins standing at the rear
edge of the thrower’s circle, with her back
to her target. With the disc in her right
hand, Allen, who graduates today with a
major in child development, begins rocking her six-foot frame to and fro in order to
build momentum. In a flash, she launches
herself into a powerful pirouette before
letting the discus fly — farther than anyone else has thrown it in school history.
Allen knew that she would make a name
for herself in discus upon her arrival at
Tufts four years ago. At Norton High
School, she’d thrown the discus over 140
feet, which was farther than the former
Tufts record in the event.
As a Jumbo, though, Allen has transformed herself into a force in five events
—adding the hammer, the 20-pound
weight throw, and the javelin to her high
school repertoire of discus and shot put.
Her list of collegiate athletic accomplishments is endless: eight career
NESCAC Championships in individual
events, including victories in the shot put,
discus and hammer this spring; Div. III
New England indoor titles in shot put
and weight throw in 2012; All-American
honors as a top-eight discus thrower at
Nationals from 2010-12, including a second-place finish at Nationals in the discus
last spring, to add to a slew of shattered
Tufts records, including a 163-foot-6-inch
discus throw in 2012 which is nearly 30
feet farther than the second-longest throw
in the school’s history.
Allen is at the forefront of a formidable
graduating class of throwers. Joining Allen
at Nationals at Wisconsin-La Crosse next
weekend will be Sabienne Brutus, who

graduates today with a degree in political
science, and Ronke Oyekunle, who graduates today with a degree in economics.
Together, the Tufts throwers helped
propel the track and field team as a whole
to a landslide NESCAC Championship this
spring, the Jumbos’ first since 1988.
“She’s definitely created a more competitive culture within the throwers’ group, in
terms of performance, but also work ethic
and setting high goals,” coach Kristen
Morwick said. “It’s rubbed off on the rest
of the team. It’s irreplaceable.”
Allen’s work ethic was put to the test
early on in her Tufts career when her
throwing coaches, Lisa Wallin and Jon
LeClair, worked with her to change her
technique. As a raw, talented freshman,
Allen would come out of the back of the
circle too fast, not slowing down enough
to access the full power of her body and
accelerate through the end of the throw,
Wallin said.
Yet even as she was learning a new
way to throw, as a freshman Allen made
Nationals in the discus in 2010 and broke
Tufts’ record in the javelin with a throw of
over 120 feet, a result of her ruthless competitive streak.
“If someone throws farther than Kelly,
then I know she’s going to respond by
throwing farther than them, based on sheer
will. That’s how it’s been,” Wallin said.
Wallin described Allen as an extremely
hard worker, who, during the spring of
her junior year often did workouts alone
and late at night, after returning from her
job teaching kindergarten at Graham &
Parks in Cambridge, as part of a program
in which Allen earned a Pre-K-2nd grade
Massachusetts teaching license that she
hopes to use after graduation.
The hours in the circle and weight room
paid off: Allen’s form has steadily improved
over her career and so have her results. Yet
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even after all of the broken records and
event victories, the most decorated thrower
in Tufts history is not satisfied. Allen was
barely cut from the NCAA list in the hammer
during her sophomore year and for the shot
put last spring, disappointments she uses as
fuel during the grueling workouts that begin
every June, months before the season.
The second-place showing in the discus
at last year’s Nationals particularly stings.
The winning throw, from Mount Union’s
Aubree Jones, was 153 feet 10 inches — a
distance Allen has often surpassed.
“So many people would love to even be
at the meet, to be top-eight, to be an AllAmerican, but I knew I could have thrown
better. I was the only one at the meet who
had thrown farther than that, who had

thrown 160 feet, and I just didn’t perform.”
Allen said.
Allen will get another shot at the discus
title this weekend, and enters the event
as confident as ever. This May, at Div. III
New Englands, Allen threw the disc 162
feet 6 inches, which at time of press is the
longest throw in Div. III this season by
over six feet. She also expects to be one
of the 22 competitors at Nationals in the
hammer and shot put, the first time that
she will compete in all three events on the
national stage.
“To make it as Top 22 in the country in three events, I’ve worked my way
there,” Allen said. “It’s going to be icing
on the cake to throw three straight days in
Wisconsin and call it a collegiate career.”

Men’s Lacrosse

Brian Ruggiero
by Jason Schneiderman

Daily Staff Writer

Graduating senior midfielder
Brian Ruggiero isn’t the biggest
player Tufts lacrosse has seen
come through its ranks the past
few seasons. He doesn’t score
all the goals, he doesn’t get all
the assists and he rarely makes
a headline. But Ruggiero is a
seasoned vet who remembers
well the Jumbos’ 2010 National
Championship run and knows
from experience that it takes a
whole lot more than sheer talent to win a national title.
“Brian always knows when
it’s the right time to joke
around with the guys,” graduating senior co-captain attackman Andrew Fiamengo said.
“But when we’re in the weight
room, he’s making sure we’re
getting our work done; when
we’re in the library, making
sure we’re getting our classwork done. Simply one of the
best leaders we have.”
Off the field, there is no
doubt Ruggiero has been key
in molding this year’s group of
50 players into a team. On the
field, however, Ruggiero has
found his niche as a key contributor to Tufts lacrosse.
After starting every game
for the Jumbos, Ruggiero leads
the team with 194 faceoff
wins, and has a team-high 79
groundballs — each of those
numbers are good for second
in the NESCAC. Not bad for a
guy who did not see consistent
playing time until this season.
“I’m not the most talented
player, and I think I know that,”
Ruggiero admitted. “There
have been times in my four
years here where I wasn’t getting much time on the field, so

I respect what a privilege it is to
be between those lines. I make
sure to go out there every day,
work my absolute hardest and
leave it all out on the field.”
Growing up, Ruggiero was a
multi-sport athlete, but didn’t
start playing lacrosse until the
eighth grade. He quickly developed into a faceoff specialist

and was eventually recruited
to Tufts to help fulfill that role.
Forced to fill big shoes after
legendary faceoff specialist
Nick Rhoads (E ‘12) graduated
last year, Ruggiero entered the
season as the team’s primary
faceoff option. The graduating
senior did not disappoint.
“Every game, Brian is crucial

for us, but I’ll always look back
to our Stevenson game earlier this year,” Fiamengo said.
“He was unbelievable, and was
an integral part of us winning
that game.”
In that game, played in
Baltimore against then-No. 2
Stevenson University, Ruggiero
won 11 of 17 faceoffs, including

Courtesy Salvatore Ruggiero

five of six in the fourth quarter, against the fifth-best faceoff
team in all of Div. III lacrosse.
The performance helped lift
Tufts to its second win of the
season, edging out the Mustangs
in a narrow 7-6 decision.
Ruggiero repeated his outstanding efforts at X in the
NESCAC championship game
against Wesleyan this May,
again securing 11 of 17 faceoffs
en route to Tufts’ fourth consecutive NESCAC title.
“From my experience this
year, you have to have a short
memory when playing lacrosse,
especially in the faceoff X,”
Ruggiero said. “Any given day,
someone can have your number, and the best way to remedy that is to focus on what
you can control, and just win
the next one.”
In the middle of another
championship run, and still
focused on winning the next
faceoff, the next ground ball
and the next game, Ruggiero
stepped back to reflect on
what has been an amazing
four years.
“The biggest part of my experience as a member of Tufts
lacrosse has been with Coach
[Mike] Daly” Ruggiero said.
“He’s relentless in preaching
winning, and never allowing
complacency. Even after some
of the wins we have, those are
some of the hardest days in
the film room, because you
just can’t be complacent, in
lacrosse and in life. Never be
complacent with what you do,
and always try to be the best.”
Ruggiero is graduating today
with a degree in biology-psychology and will take his motivation for success to Harvard
Dental School in the fall.
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Perfecting
the imperfect

W

hile sports are a unique form
of entertainment and a daily
part of many people’s lives, this
doesn’t mean they don’t come
without their flaws. Oftentimes I find myself
watching a game and saying, “Why don’t
they just get rid of that?” — as if it were that
easy. All year long this column has dealt with
these gripes, and here’s the breakdown of
my biggest issues, sport by sport.
Baseball
Put simply, the game is too slow. In an
ever-changing world, those who do not
adapt are left behind. Baseball has not
adapted to our culture, and this leaves it
sadly falling behind more popular alternatives. People don’t have time to sit down
for three hours a day, 162 times a year to
support their favorite team. Rules need to
be implemented to speed up the game to
not only keep the viewer’s interest, but also
keep people coming back to the sport for
years to come.
Basketball
There is nothing more excruciating in
sports than watching the last two minutes
of a “not-too-close-but-close-enough” basketball game. You know the kind of game I’m
talking about — the one where the Celtics
are leading by seven with a minute and a
half left.
The traditional strategy has been foul,
foul and foul some more. In the rare occasion that this approach works in the losing
team’s favor, the timeouts begin to lengthen the game even further. There needs to
come a point where the game is finished on
the court, rather than the sidelines and at
the free throw line, or else the last two minutes will continue to take the same amount
of time as the 22 minutes that precede it
after halftime.
Football
Football stands as the model of the sports
world. The season is slightly shorter than
the others with a length of just under six
months, but it is spread out enough to keep
people’s attention for the entire slate. Games
are only once a week, making it very easy to
pass just one Sunday watching your favorite team, instead of the nightly grind that
comes with the baseball season.
However, the perceived perfection of the
sport may in fact be its biggest flaw as well.
As an avid sports radio listener, I often find
myself frustrated when miscellaneous news
about the NFL is discussed in early June,
when I want to hear about baseball or the
NBA playoffs. The backwards logic is that
the NFL is pushed at us so often that it could
encourage us to pursue other options to
relieve us from the 24/7 football hype.
College Sports
I find the ongoing argument that college athletes should be paid appalling. I’d
be more than happy to sit an advocate of
paying college players down with an average college student and have them hand
over their tuition bill, followed by the
housing, dining, activities fees and other
miscellaneous charges. When all is said
and done, these athletes will be leaving
school without having paid a cent out of
pocket, and in my mind, that’s equivalent
to paying in itself.
Hockey
The biggest problem with hockey is
simply that I don’t know enough about
the sport to give it a complaint. Hockey
has never caught on with me, nor with
the majority of sports fans in America.
From the numerous lockouts to its inability to draw in the “casual fan,” hockey has
a long way to go before it can be considered a serious contender with the other
professional sports.
And that’s the short — but certainly not
collectively exhaustive — list of what should
be changed with the various sports leagues.
Until next time, sports — you’re sacked!

Jordan Bean is a rising sophomore who has
yet to declare a major. He can be reached at
Jordan.Bean@tufts.edu.
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Jumbos return 10 of 15 matches
MEN’S TENNIS

continued from page 50

the season.”
The MIT match was highly anticipated. The Jumbos were coming
off an 8-1 home loss to the Ephs
just a few days prior and knew they
still had a chance to make noise on
the national level heading into the
NESCAC tournament.
After MIT jumped out to a 4-2 lead
with three singles matches still to go,
Tufts stopped the Engineers in their
tracks to come from behind. Rising
sophomore Rob Jacobson took care of
his opponent 6-1, 6-0 at No. 5 to cut
the lead to 4-3, rising junior Brian Tan
then won a three-set match at No. 6 to
nod the score at 4-4, and graduating
senior Ben Barad would seal the win in
the third set of his match at No. 1.
Coming off that important match,
in which Tufts handed MIT just its
second loss of their season, the
Jumbos had all the momentum they
needed as the NESCAC tournament
commenced.
If any team was going to have a
shot against perennial powerhouse
Middlebury in the first round, it
was Tufts, as the Jumbos came up
mere points short in the first meeting between the squads in a 5-4 loss
on April 21. To the dismay of many
Jumbos, however, it was the Panthers
that stole the show again in the postseason, taking five of the first six
matches to easliy walk away with an
opening-round victory.
“Middlebury is a very experienced
team with a lot of great players ... and
they came fired up and prepared to
compete,” Barad said. “As a team, we
competed extremely well, too, and ...

even though Middlebury was definitely
the better team that day, I’m proud of
our guys for keeping every match close
and putting themselves in the best
position to win.”
Regardless of the outcome, it’s clear
to the Tufts players and coaches alike
that this team has made tremendous
improvements with such a young lineup receiving starts on a match-bymatch basis. Still, Kenney noted that
the energy and talent of graduating
seniors will be missed.
“I give the five seniors on this team a
ton of credit,” Kenney said. “I am their
third head coach in four years, and
they’ve been completely supportive,
done everything I’ve asked of them
and set a standard of excellence for the
younger guys that any coach would be
proud of.”
Likewise, Barad noted on behalf of
the seniors that this team will be prepared to dominate for the long haul
with Kenney at the helm.
“This is the most dedicated team
that Tufts tennis has seen in a very
long time,” he said. “Throughout our
four years we’ve experienced a radical
culture change, and the team is now
poised to continue to maximize [its]
potential.”
Looking forward, the Jumbos will
return 10 of 15 players for the fall season, but, even after making strides at
the end of the year, the conference will
be challenging once again, with likely
four NESCAC teams ranked in the top
10 nationally and eight in the top 30.
“After any match, whether a win, big
win, loss, or heartbreaking[ly] close
loss, it was always the same response:
‘What’s our takeaway?’” Kenney said.
“September can’t get here soon enough.
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We are all fired up to hit the ground
running and pick up where we left off.
While a strong conference makes it
tough to make the [tournament] ... we
are proud to compete with the nation’s
best, right in our backyard. Bring it.”
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The men’s tennis team finished off the year
10-8 after falling in the first round of the
NESCAC tournament to Middlebury.

Faltering early on, Jumbos built up strong season
Men’s Lacrosse

continued from page 50

Hoboken, N.J. to the tune of an 18-14 win.
The Jumbos continued onward to the
outskirts of Baltimore, where they handed
then-No. 2 Stevenson its first loss of the
season as Tufts outlasted the Mustangs 7-6.
In his first two games of the season, rising senior attackman Beau Wood paced the
Jumbos with a combined 10 points.
Logging even more time on the road
during a sweeping 800-mile tour of the east
coast, Tufts finished its road trip in Maine,
where the Jumbos overcame a six-goal, first
quarter deficit to surge past Colby late and
notch its first conference win.
The ball kept rolling and the shots kept
falling for the Jumbos, who went onto win
eight straight games, including over Western
New England University and NESCAC top
dog Middlebury. Tufts hit another wall on
April 9, however, when Endicott College
face-off specialist Sam Ocycz delivered 19 of
26 faceoffs to lift the Gulls 12-10 over a shellshocked Tufts squad, marking the Gulls’
second upset of the Jumbos in three years.
A week later, Tufts traveled to Wesleyan.
After starting the season at the bottom of
the conference standings, the Jumbos had
worked their way up to the top and held the
keys to their own destiny as they prepared to
match the Cardinals.
Instead, the Jumbos brought a sloppy
game, committing 27 turnovers and allowing the Cardinals to seize an ugly win on
their home grass. The loss effectively prevented Tufts from having any chance at
hosting the conference tournament, meaning the Jumbos would be traveling for the
tournament for the first time since the graduating seniors arrived in Medford.
Again, Tufts reloaded. Four days later,
the Jumbos bused up to Maine and handed Bowdoin an embarrassing 21-8 defeat.
Rising junior attackman Cole Bailey pumped
a goal and six assists past the Polar Bears,
while Wood added a monstrous six-goal
performance, allowing Tufts to secure the
No. 3 seed and a home quarterfinal in the
conference tournament.
In the first round of tournament play,
Tufts made quick work of coach Peter
Lasagna’s Bates squad, earning a spot in the
conference semifinals the next weekend.
The Jumbos, who had hosted the NESCAC
semifinal and final rounds for three years
running, fired up the bus yet again, this time
riding up to Vermont for a much-anticipated rematch with Conn. College.
Facing the Camels with a full squad,

the Jumbos deployed their full attack unit.
Wood, Bailey and rising sophomore John
Uppgren each notched five-point performances to lift Tufts above Conn. College.
The Jumbos never trailed, and pulled away
for a three-goal lead at the end in order to
advance to Sunday’s final against fourthseeded Wesleyan.
Tufts, hungry to avenge its recent loss
to the Cardinals, sought to neutralize
Wesleyan’s zone defense and worked the
ball around with more confidence than the
Jumbos had exhibited in their first showdown with head coach John Raba’s squad.
The Cardinals and Jumbos traded goals to
open the contest, before Wood and Uppgren
each notched stingers to put Tufts up 4-2.
From then on, the Jumbos never
trailed, and rising junior attackman Chris
Schoenhut hit two goals in the final minutes to help Tufts pull away with an 11-6
victory. As the Jumbos captured their fourth
NESCAC tournament victory in as many
years, they completed a weekend of backto-back grudge matches and got revenge
on two of the three conference opponents
to beat them in the regular season.
Tufts enjoyed a brief hiatus before preparing to host Norwich University midweek.
The Jumbos unloaded upon the GNAC conference winner, gunning 26 goals past keeper Mark Paradiso to win by a margin of 22
and move onto the NCAA second round.
Tufts was again afforded an opportunity to rematch, this time against the same
Stevens team that the Jumbos defeated back
on March 16. The Ducks rolled into Medford
hungry for their own revenge, and pulled
ahead to an 8-4 lead midway through the
third quarter. Just before the Ducks ran away
with the game, the Jumbos fought back to tie
things up with a minute to go in the third.
Graduating senior long-pole defender
Matt Callahan finished out the Jumbos’
comeback, taking the ball end-to-end and
firing past keeper Matthew Deiner with 11
seconds remaining to put Tufts on top entering the final stanza. The Jumbos motored
ahead in the final minutes, running away
with a five-goal victory and a spot in the
NCAA quarterfinal round.
Tufts’ biggest edge throughout the season
has been its depth, with fresh legs and skill
sets to answer every challenge. As of May
12, the Jumbos had outscored opponents
by nearly 100 goals, while the defensive unit
held opponents to a dismal .183 percentage
on man-up opportunities.
Tufts’ strength had been propelled by
outstanding team and individual perfor-

mances. Three Tufts players were recognized during All-NESCAC First Team selections. Captain and attackman Andrew
Fiamengo worked to rally the troops past
the pre-season adversities, and served as a
catalyst for the Jumbos’ offensive set, while
classmate Callahan emerged as one of the
sport’s most threatening close defenders,
using a newfound aggressiveness to push
out on shooters. At the other end of the field,
sophomore Bailey kept pace with his Rookie
of the Year campaign, amassing 29 goals and
41 assists after missing the first two games.
Fifth-year senior midfielder Ben
Saperstein centered the squad with experience, while graduating senior midfielder
Brian Ruggiero stepped up under extreme
pressure to deliver huge performances
at the faceoff X. Graduating senior poles
Sam Gardner and John Heard delivered
consistently, using their strength and size
to impose upon attackmen, while rising
junior Garrett Read grew into his own,
scaring opponents into turnovers and
poor-angle shots.
On the attacking end, Schoenhut and
Uppgren each enjoyed breakout seasons,
using heads-up play and skillful footwork
to bury goals past opposing keepers. Wood,
meanwhile, proved his ability to hit high,
low, and everywhere in between, stinging
corners with blistering speed for a teamhigh 47-goal mark.
Between the pipes, rising senior Patton
Watkins posted some miraculous goalline stops to help lift the Jumbos in the
NESCAC and NCAA tournaments, while
rising junior Brian Droesch and rising
sophomore Alex Salazar demonstrated a
composure in the net that is uncommon
for younger goaltenders.
Despite the challenges that Daly’s squad
faced at the beginning of the season, the
Jumbos dug deep to meet each team’s
unique challenges with a bold answer.
In 2014, the Jumbos will be forced to
reload on the defensive end, where Daly has
several options to replace the hole left by
Heard, Gardner and Callahan. The faceoff X
presents another question mark, as senior
Brian Ruggiero also departs. But Daly maintains that such personnel changes are the
nature of college sports.
Each year, there is significant turnover to graduation, but Tufts sees
change as an opportunity rather than
a challenge, and the Jumbos are confident that they have all the tools and
the drive to come back bigger and
stronger with each new transition.
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Sailing

Jumbos mix success, disappointment in
qualifier season
by

Andy Wong

Daily Editorial Board

With their season unfinished and the
Inter-Collegiate Sailing Association’s
(ICSA) National Dinghy Championship
still over the horizon on May 28 to 30, the
co-ed Jumbos have been at work since
their sixth-place finish at the Admiral’s
Cup on April 21, pushing themselves into
peak form at both the ICSA’s Western
Conference Dinghy Semi-Finals and the
New EnglandTeam Racing Championship’s
Fowle Trophy Regatta.
The Jumbos’ road to the fleet racing
nationals officially began with the ICSA
Dinghy semifinals, co-hosted by Hampton
University and Old Dominion University the
weekend of April 27. The Jumbos brought
their usual dinghy fleet — skippers and
tri-captains rising senior William Haeger
and graduating senior William Hutchings,
and crews of rising senior classmates Paula
Grasberger and Kathleen Kwasniak. With
nationals hopefuls split up into two conferences based on season rankings, the
Jumbos needed their best squad available,
especially in the conspicuously competitive Western semifinals.
“A lot of good teams didn’t do well
at qualifiers and were grouped together
into the Western Semi-Finals fleet,” said
Hutchings, who was pitted against sailing
powerhouses such as Yale, Georgetown,
MIT and St. Mary’s. “It was much more
competitive this way than the other
Eastern fleets, but it was still good practice to sail with some of the best squads
in the region.”
Saturday opened up with eight races
in A and six races for B, and the Jumbos
quickly found themselves lagging behind.
The poor start included a series of midranged finishes on Saturday, with Haeger
and Grasberger cracking the top five only
twice on the day, and Hutchings and
Kwasniak averaging a finish lower than
10th place through their first four races
before clinching second and then first in
their final two races.
“We had started out in classic Tufts sailing fashion,” Hutchings said, noting the
team’s habit for slow starts at regattas. “I

think we were ranked 11th [out of 18] at
one point on Saturday. But by the end of
the day we had stepped it up.”
The second day proved far more fruitful. Haeger and Grasberger entered their
zone and finished in the top four in all of
their last five races, catapulting them into
a tie for fourth place within their division
with Hobart and William Smith Colleges
at 73 points. They came out on the wrong
end of the tiebreaker, and finished fifth.
Similarly, Hutchings and Kwasniak
started off their Sunday strong; a series
of five top-five finishes capped off by a
victory in their fourth race of the day.
But a disqualification during their 11th
race proved to be a costly setback and a
momentum shift, easing the team into
seventh place in their division, beating
out the University of Florida’s 95 points
for the tie-breaker.
With 168 points total, the Jumbos
clinched sixth place with a two-point edge
over Boston College, qualifying for the ICSA
National Fleet Racing Championships,
which will be co-hosted by the University
of South Florida, Eckerd College and the
St. Petersburg Yacht Club from May 28
through 30.
“Given how slowly we started the semifinals, we were reasonably satisfied with
our sixth-place result,” Haeger said.
With fleet racing nationals qualified for,
the team moved onto its next objective:
team racing nationals.
“Team racing nationals tends to be a
pretty elusive event for us,” Hutchings
said, noting last year’s qualifiers, in which
the team finished top-four, before the
event formally expanded its qualifying
criteria to include more than three teams.
“There are usually at least six or seven
teams that are really good, that you can
lose to, that are all worthy of nationals —
but only four could advance this year.”
Coupling their nationals-worthy dinghy squad along with rising juniors skipper Alejandro Ruiz-Ramon and crew
Sam Madden, Tufts got off to a strong
start, going 5-0 in their preliminary group
while recording wins over Yale and Roger
Williams. Entering the first Gold Round,
the Jumbos carried their momentum

against the expanded competition, finishing 5-2 with wins over Yale, Roger Williams,
Boston College and Dartmouth. They lost
only to Brown and Connecticut College.
“There wasn’t a single team that could
have blown us out,” Hutchings said.
“When we got beat, it was because we
weren’t ready or we made mistakes.”
Heading into the second day, however,
the script flipped on the Jumbos, who
found themselves in a hole in the second
gold round, suffering a series of contested
losses to each of the squads that they’d run
through the day earlier, winning handily
only against Vermont and Connecticut for
a 2-5 finish. However, it was still enough to
qualify them for the final round of six.
Against Yale, Brown, Roger Williams,
Boston College and Dartmouth, the
Jumbos knew they had a chance to clinch
one of the top-four spots remaining.
Repeat wins over Yale (1-2-5) and Brown
(1-2-3) helped their case, but losses to
BC (1-5-6) and Dartmouth (4-5-6) didn’t.
Their final race against Roger Williams
was as tightly contested as it could have
been, but as Roger Williams’ second boat
crossed the finish it marked the end of
their team-racing season.
“We knew we’d have to be at our best
to get out of the ultra-competitive conference and we weren’t quite disciplined
enough,” Haeger said.
For now, the team’s season focuses on
their final event — fleet racing nationals — and overall continual progress.
They begin training this Monday through
Friday on the Boston Harbor, where the
lighter conditions provide a template for
expected winds in Florida. However, there
is confidence that the team’s season has
prepared them for one final outing.
“Over the spring reason, the team has
gone from a decent team to one that can
compete to win on a national level. Our
team’s biggest strength is in our depth
and everybody has been working together to push the top teams,” Haeger said.
“We’re excited for fleet race nationals as
we believe that we’re peaking at the right
time. For the first time in a couple years
we have a chance to hopefully break into
the top five.”

Women’s Crew

Women’s crew builds off depth, finishes
seventh at ECACs
by Steven

Hefter

Daily Staff Writer

Since October, the women’s crew
team has been traveling up and down
the coast to row at destinations like
Deland, Fla. and Massachusetts’ Lake
Quinsigamond. The Jumbos wrapped
up their season at the ECAC National
Invitational Rowing Championships,
where they finished seventh out of 21
schools for the point trophy.
The team came into the spring season with high expectations after a very
impressive fall campaign. The varsity
rowers competed in small boats to finetune boat-handling skills, and the novices raced in eights. The experienced
freshmen came in first place out of eight
boats at the Quinsigamond Fall Novice
Championships, and even though the
novices did not travel to Deland with the
rest of the varsity team, they developed
and showed potential throughout the
year, with several freshmen stepping up to
the varsity level.
“I am most proud of the novices’ technical improvement over the course of the
season,” rising senior co-captain Caroline
Ricard said. “The learning curve is steepest your first year, and it’s clear that this
year’s freshmen are dedicated to getting
even better next year.”
The novice eight, however, was not the
only boat to have an extremely successful
year. The first varsity eight also showed its
mettle throughout the season and proved
that it is a force to be reckoned with in Div.
III rowing.
In the first racing weekend of the season,
the team went to work against Hamilton
and Mount Holyoke, as both the first and

second varsity won both of their races.
According to coach Brian Dawe, the wins
early on in the spring helped to define the
progress of the season.
“The defining moment of the season was the week of practice after the
Hamilton race,” Dawe said. “Winning —
and the self-confidence the team got from
winning — sharpened their concentration
and ability to express what they wanted
from themselves. The energy they started
to put into each stroke was phenomenal.”
The 1V then raced Bates, a crew that came
in second at the NCAA Championship just
a year ago. The Jumbos lost by a matter of
seconds, but this close and intense race
shows just how far Tufts has come.
“I am most proud of their lack of fear
in taking on the highest ranked crews in
Div. III in the country,” Dawe said. “We
developed excellent top speed, a priority
goal, by the first race against Hamilton,
and could rival any other program for the
first half of our races.”
At the New England Rowing
Championships on May 4, the first boat
faced a tough heat that included Bates
and Wesleyan, both of whom they had lost
to in the past. Tufts finished off the race
about a boat length behind Wesleyan. The
team went on to the petite finals, where
they came in second place.
The second varsity eight had a mixed
showing at New Englands. After finishing second in the heat, they went on
to the grand finals. Though they had
hoped to make it to the podium, they
came in two boat lengths behind the
top competitors, and were edged out of
fourth place by WPI.
The Jumbos finished off the season on
a high note at last weekend’s ECACs, with
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strong races by all three varsity boats and
the novice eight. The first boat raced hard
to make it into the petite finals and stayed
tight on some strong crews to finish fifth.
In one of their most intense races of the
season, the second varsity boat fought to
make it to grand finals. With William Smith
making moves just off their stern the whole
race, the team pressed hard, but didn’t have
enough left for the sprint at the end. William
Smith passed Tufts with 300 meters to go,
and the Jumbos could not regain the race.
They went on to the petite finals, where they
won the race by open water.
The third varsity boat was the only Tufts
boat to qualify for grand finals, and the
novice eight finished in the middle of the
pack in the petite final. All told, it has been
a strong year for the women.
Ricard attributes much of the season’s
momentum to the success of the second
varsity eight.
“When the second varsity eight realized
how fast they were, the atmosphere at the
boathouse began to change for the better,” Ricard said. “They began to demand
a higher level of performance from themselves, and, in turn, every boat began to
raise technical, strength, and boat-handling expectations. Much of our success
this season is due to their example.”
She believes that the team’s biggest
shortcoming of the team this season was
its size.
“On the whole, we run relatively
underweight crews, so ... we needed to
have better technical ability than the
bigger crews out there, as well as at a
higher rate. Finding a cruising speed
that depended on bladework and rating
was the key to compensating for our
lack of size.”

Ethan Sturm | Rules of the Game

Sports in
our lives

P

utting my own personal thoughts
into our class’s commencement
issue was really difficult for me.
Maybe it was because I used up
a lot of my best thoughts on the last
two classes that graduated. Maybe it’s
because it’s more difficult to write to a
group of people making a life-changing
step when you are as well. Or maybe I
was just suffering from a nasty case of
senioritis.
Whatever the case, I finally did find
inspiration from perhaps the most
unlikely of places.
My senior week had begun, and I
found myself a bit down in the dumps.
I had already said goodbye to many
of my closest friends who wouldn’t be
making the graduation trip quite yet,
and felt I was being rushed through
the motions of being cut off from this
institution and these people.
I suddenly found myself on a couch
in a semi-crowded suite with Game 6 of
the NHL series between the Bruins and
the Maple Leafs set to start. I wouldn’t
say the room was a typical sports fandom — outside of one or two diehards,
some of the people might watch 10
sporting events in a calendar year —
but it reminded me of a valuable lesson
in being a sports fan.
Fandom is not just about your connection to a team, but about the link
you form with each and every person
who invests in a game, regardless of
where they came from or where they
are going after.
You see, hockey is not my favorite
sport — it might not even crack my
top five. And outside of a general rooting interest towards Boston fan suffering, my care about the actual results
was minimal.
But as a group, we became
engrossed.
What was expected to be a period’s
worth of watching hockey became
three. Getting ready was done in
front of the television instead of
in bedrooms. There was yelling and
screaming every other second as the
game remained competitive until the
bitter end.
By the end of the game, I felt
refreshed. After a long day of feeling
down, something about getting together with others to watch and talk sports
made everything feel right again.
I flashed back to other moments —
my friends piling on each other on the
couch when Donovan scored to beat
Algeria, the Daily office in silence as
seconds ticked down on last year’s
NFC championship game, the Everton
games I’d watched in crowded pubs —
and realized that beyond being a huge
part of my life, they had become a significant part of my social life as well.
Soon enough, we’ll all be out in the
real world. We won’t have our extracurriculars to talk about anymore, and we
probably won’t want to talk about our
jobs after spending 40 hours a week at
them.
But sitting down to watch a sporting event takes no major investment.
It provides the perfect complement
to catching up or the perfect catalyst
for a conversation with someone with
whom you might have lost touch.
I’m not saying that everyone should
jump up and become as hardcore of a
sports fan as I am. But I am saying that
outside of death and taxes, there aren’t
many things as certain as sports.
And as our lives transition, as we are
forced into new cities and new circles,
there will always be a sporting event
on at the same time every night of
every year, and a bar full of sports fans
ready to welcome us and make us feel
at home.
Sports aren’t omnipotent, but their
presence in our culture is undoubtedly powerful. So give watching with
friends, or even strangers, a try. You
might just surprise yourself.
Ethan Sturm graduates today with a degree
in biology-psychology. He can be reached at
Ethan.Sturm@gmail.com.
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Field Hockey

Oliver PorteR / The Tufts Daily

With their victory over Montclair St., the field hockey team in November became the first Tufts women’s program ever to win a Div. III National Championship.

Jumbos triumph with national championship
Tufts field hockey’s run to the 2012 Div. III National Championship
by

Alex Baudoin

Daily Editorial Board

For the first time in program history,
the Tufts field hockey team took home
the NCAA national title at the end of the
2012 season. After falling just short in the
Final Four in 2008 and 2009, the Jumbos
defeated Montclair State University 2-1
to bring its first national championship
trophy back to the Hill.
Montclair St. struck first in the championship game when graduating senior
Frances Schaefer scored off a cross from
teammate Sierra Rauchbach in the 11th
minute of play. Despite surrendering the
game’s first goal, the Jumbos remained
focused and confident.
Having been in similar binds before,
coach Tina McDavitt’s squad knew that it
could get back in the game with determination and patience. That opportunity came
five minutes later, when rising sophomore
forward Hannah Park scored off a rebound
to equalize. Park then gave Tufts the lead
10 minutes later, putting home her second
goal of the afternoon with just over six minutes remaining in the opening half.

The second half of the championship
was a defensive struggle, and both teams
had difficulty finding scoring opportunities. Despite several chances, the Red
Hawks were unable to break through the
Jumbos’ stifling defense, led by rising
junior goalie Brianna Keenan and graduating senior defenders, Liza Wetzel and
co-captain Rachel Gerhardt.
“It was just an attitude back there,”
McDavitt said after the championship
game. “[Keenan, Wetzel and Gerhardt]
are so solid in the backfield. They were
just determined to keep it out. Even
when they had that stroke against us, we
were doing everything we could to keep
them off the board. It was just a total
team effort.”
The Jumbos managed to hold the Red
Hawks scoreless down the stretch, and
Park was named the tournament’s Most
Outstanding Player after scoring both
goals in the final and assisting on one in
the semifinal round.
“It’s a dream come true,” Park said of
being a national champion. “It’s nothing I’d ever thought I would accomplish
growing up and playing field hockey. It’s

a great feeling and something I’d love to
relive again.”
“It is still surreal for a lot of us,” rising sophomore forward Allison Rolfe said.
“After it happened, it was hard to believe.
Winning a national championship is just
really exciting.”
Despite playing dominant defense and
allowing only four goals in the entire NCAA
tournament, the Jumbos had their share of
difficulties earlier in the season. At one point,
in fact, the team was unsure it would even
earn a bid in the NCAA tournament at all.
After reeling off 14 straight wins, Tufts
faced off against archrival Bowdoin in the
NESCAC tournament semifinals. The host
Polar Bears, who defeated the Jumbos
for the 2008 national championship title,
embarrassed the Jumbos, dominating
the game from the beginning to end and
notching a 4-1 victory. Without the automatic qualifier that comes with winning
the conference tournament, the Jumbos
had to earn their at-large bid.
“When we lost to Bowdoin, it was kind
of a reality check,” Rolfe said. “We had just
gone on a 14-game winning streak and
then just to lose in NESCAC and thinking

we weren’t going to make it to NCAAs was
a little rough. But, we got our bid eventually which was all that mattered.”
Tufts eventually faced off again against
Bowdoin in the Elite Eight, where the
Jumbos took a narrow one-goal victory
over the Polar Bears. Members of the team
credit the squad’s phenomenal chemistry
as a major factor in its success and its
ability to overcome difficulties throughout
their season.
“I think coming in and becoming so
close right away, from freshmen to seniors,
really helped us,” Park said. “Especially as
a freshman, I felt like I was on the team for
a while and that definitely helped a lot.”
Heading into the fall, the Jumbos
will graduate five seniors, including AllNESCAC Second Team forward and cocaptain Lia Sagerman. Despite the gaps
to be filled, the team will return many of
its impact players, including rising seniors
Emily Cannon and Chelsea Yogerst, as
well as Park. With their standards at an alltime high, it goes without saying that the
Jumbos will look to hoist the trophy once
again when postseason play is said and
done in 2013.

Jumbos return NESCAC Rookie of the Year
WOMEN’S LACROSSE
continued from page 49

it could match up with nearly any
team in the NESCAC by rolling
over Wesleyan on Senior Day. The
graduating class combined for 10
goals, with co-captain attacker
Kerry Eaton leading the way with
five goals, attacker Kaitlyn Leidl
recording a career-high six points
and Boland notching her first twogoal game of her career.
For a team so dependent on
its seniors and so tightly bound
together, this season showed the
strength of the graduating class
and the camaraderie forged over
four years.
“I think that I’ll just miss seeing
my teammates everyday,” Eaton
said. “Having those two hours that
I get to spend with my teammates
at lacrosse practice, doing something non-academic.”
“It’s definitely fun to go out
and play with 20 of your best
friends every day,” Boland

added. “Everyone loves lacrosse
and gets along well. It’s all been
rewarding.”
In addition to Boland, Eaton and
Leidl, defenders Collier Clegg and
Kerry McGinn and goalkeeper
Tess Shapanka will all graduate
from this 2013 Jumbos team.
Eaton and Boland go out with
some recent postseason accolades
under their belts. Both were selected to the Intercollegiate Women’s
Lacrosse Coaches Association’s
(IWLCA) Pilgrim Region team —
Boland to the first team and Eaton
to the second. It marks the third
time Eaton has been honored.
Eaton was also selected to the
All-NESCAC Second Team for
the second time in a row, while
Boland, who is still tied for the
NESCAC lead with 42 groundballs, was selected to the First
Team. Finally, Boland was recently awarded IWLCA Second Team
All-American honors, the first AllAmerican award of her career, and

the first All-American award for a
defender at Tufts since 2010.
Coach Carol Rappoli was
also honored in the conference,
receiving the NESCAC Coach of
the Year title, as voted by her
peers, for the second time in her
career. In her 28 seasons at Tufts,
she has amassed a 265-127-1
record and brought the Jumbos to
their 10th NESCAC Tournament
appearance this year.
The future of the Tufts team
looks promising. Rising sophomore Caroline Ross, who led
the Jumbos in both points and
goals this season, joins Eaton
on the IWLCA Pilgrim Region
Second Team and was selected
as the NESCAC Rookie of the
Year — the Jumbos’ first since
2001. She netted game-winning
goals in three games this season
and scored at least once in every
contest. Ross will play an integral role on the team next year, a
team that this year’s seniors are

Caroline Geiling / The Tufts Daily

The women’s lacrosse team finished with a 7-8 record and bowed out in
the first round of the NESCAC tournament but looks poised to return a
strong group next spring.
confident about.
“I think they’ll do really well,”
Eaton said. “There are a lot of positive attitudes about next season. I
have confidence that the juniors

will lead the team really well.”
“I think the program is getting better and better every year,” Boland
said. “I’m thankful and happy I
got to be a part of that.”
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Baseball

Jumbos narrowly miss out on NESCAC
by Jake Indursky

Daily Editorial Board

This year’s baseball team, coming off
a year in which they went 4-8 in the
NESCAC, was looking to build upon a
talented, if young, group of players. The
Jumbos, after losing five players to graduation before entering the 2013 season,
started the year with only three seniors
on the squad. However, the team refused
to use youth as an excuse this year, rallied
around a strong starting pitching staff and
clutch hitting, to improve to 7-5 in conference and miss out by only one game
on their first NESCAC playoff appearance
since 2011.
“We did a better job this year of going
into weekends more confident,” said rising senior tri-captain Christian Sbily. “Last
year we were a very young team, and this
year we were still young, but I think just
having another year under our belt, that
it helped going into NESCAC weekends
knowing that we can play with anyone.”
Although the team got off to a slow
start, going 6-5 in the first 11 games, once
NESCAC play rolled around, the Jumbos
showed they could take their game to
another level — something they were
unable to do last year.
Despite dropping two of three to Bates
to open up league play, Tufts proved they
could play with the best teams in the
NESCAC when they swept Trinity College
on the weekend of April 13. Trinity finished tied for first in the NESCAC East
standings, with an 8-4 record, but three of
those losses came against Tufts.
“Sweeping Trinity was certainly a high
point for us,” Sbily said. “The fact we went
there and played three good games, and put
ourselves in good position in the league,
there is not much else you can ask for.”
One of the main reasons why Tufts was
able to take down Trinity was graduating
senior Scott Staniewicz, who was recently
one of 11 players named to the Capital
One Academic All-District Team. Against
Trinity, Staniewicz piled up six RBIs from
the top of the order. For the season,

Oliver Porter / The Tufts Daily

The men’s baseball team posted a 7-4 NESCAC record and narrowly missed out on a
NESCAC playoff appearance.
Staniewicz, who only played in 18 games
last year, hit .357,and led the team with
32 runs while playing a crucial role as the
sparkplug for a potent Jumbo offense.
As a team, Tufts finished second in the
NESCAC in both batting average and runs
scored, hitting .319 and plating 279 runners, respectively.
But the Jumbos were not a one-dimensional team this year — they compiled
the third-lowest team ERA in the NESCAC
at 3.91. The success on the mound was
thanks to a dynamite starting rotation
that helped keep Tufts in every game they
played. The rotation was led by Sbily and
rising sophomore Andrew David, who
combined for five complete games and
ended their years with sparkling ERAs of
2.58 and 2.62, respectively.
The Jumbos also benefited from a
strong season from rising sophomore
Matt Moser, who led the team with five
saves and a 1.96 ERA out of the bullpen.
Against the other top team in the
NESCAC, Bowdoin, Tufts fared well again,
taking two of three from the Polar Bears at

the end of the season.
Despite a knack for winning the big
games, the Jumbos consistently fell prey
to the bottom of the NESCAC East, as they
lost four of their five games to Colby and
Bates, who only combined for seven wins
on the year. The losses were a frustrating
part of an up-and-down season for a talented Tufts team.
“We need to be able to bring the same level
of play to every game,” Sbily said. “There’s
times when we play a Trinity or a Bowdoin,
and we play like a top-15 team in the country, and then there’s times when we play like
we’re the worst team in the NESCAC. We can’t
have that variation in our play.”
The future is exciting for a still-growing
Jumbos team. Although they lose graduating seniors Staniewicz, tri-captain centerfield Eric Weikart and first baseman
Tom Howard, they will be returning with
an exciting core of players. Although the
season ended in disappointment, the
steps taken by a young team this spring
are an enticing look into what the future
may hold.

Jumbos fight hard at ECACs, see progress
by

Claire Sleigh

In their championship regatta to finish
off the season, the men’s crew team fell
short against some of the top Div. III competitors in a lackluster, yet still promising,
performance. Three men’s eights raced in
the New England Rowing Championships
on Lake Quinsigamond in Worcester, Mass.
on May 4 and returned on the 12th for
the Eastern College Athletic Conference
(ECAC) National Invitational Rowing
Championship where they had a slightly
stronger showing.
At New Englands, the first eight had a
disappointing seventh-place performance
in the qualifying race and was edged out of
petite finals by two seconds. In the heat, the
top three finishers went to grand finals, the
next three to petite finals, and the last place
finisher to the third finals.
The Jumbos held their own for the first
1500 meters of the race, but didn’t bring on
the pressure effectively during the sprint.
Heading into the last 500 meters, they
had about a seat-and-a-half lead on UVM
and raced the Catamounts neck-and-neck
until the 250 mark. UVM pulled out a big
sprint and edged Tufts out by about two
seats, put ting the Jumbos out of running
for the petite finals. Tufts also raced UVM
earlier in the season on April 21 and lost
by a boat length on the Quinsigamond
course. According to graduating senior
captain Kyle Flood, the team felt that they
had a better performance against UVM
the second time around, but that there
was still a lot of room for improvement.
Tufts competed in the third finals against
University of Connecticut, the last-place
finisher in the second heat, and won by
multiple boat lengths. According to coach
Jay Britt, the second race was a much better
representation of the skill on the team.
“We kind of saved the day in the third-level finals by winning,” Britt said. “We rowed a
much better race and beat the UVM time.
We indicated to ourselves a little bit that we
didn’t come together as a team at the right

Baseball’s
everyday
feats

W

e’re not talking about walk-off
grand slams, 511-win careers
or 56-game hitting streaks
here. I’m counting down the
most difficult plays to complete for the
average, everyday baseball game. These
plays won’t go down in the record books,
but if you can manage to do any number
of these consistently, you’ll find yourself
a spot in the memories of fans and fellow
players alike.

Steal third

Men’s crew

Daily Editorial Board

G.J. Vitale | Who’s on first

time.”
In preparing for ECACs, the team focused
on consistency and keeping a stable platform. According to Britt, the boat has a lot
of speed when it is set and when everyone is committed at the same time, which
occurred in the second race.
“We’ve learned from New Englands,
focusing on speed and set this week and
ready to be a little bit faster,” Britt said.
The second and third varsity boats also
struggled at New Englands. According to
rising senior Lex Clary, the second varsity rowed a technically proficient race but
lacked power in the heats, placing last in
the petite final.
“I think they learned a lot, especially that
the mental preparation is more than they
had thought,” Britt said. “[It was a] good
learning weekend for those guys.”
The third varsity eight, which is mostly
made up of walk-on rowers, continues to
focus on technique after coming in last in
the petite final.
The whole team is relatively young,
with only one graduating senior and two
rising seniors this year. The first boat has
depended on a solid class of rising juniors
and experienced rising sophomores. Flood
sees the team progressing in the next couple years, as more committed rowers join
and stay on the team.
“The prospects are better than four years
ago,” Flood said. “More and more people are

dedicated to working hard. There have been
people in the past who worked hard, but it’s
different now because a larger portion of
people are working hard.”
The team pushed hard at ECACs, but
didn’t move up on any of the tough New
England teams that had beat them the
weekend before. The first varsity boat finished in the middle of the pack in the third
final, a step up from last year’s finish.
The competition was about the same as
in the New England races, with the New York
schools added on. The first varsity eight was
seeded above Hamilton and behind UNH.
In order to make it into petite finals, the first
boat would have had to really turn up the
heat and beat UNH and Coast Guard.
Both the second and third varsity eights
lost their races, but the second varsity
boat had a strong row in the petite finals.
They finished just a boat length behind
Washington College.
Overall, it was a developing season for a
team that started off promisingly with backto-back wins against Hamilton, Tulane and
Wentworth in the first weekend of the season. According to Clary, the goal at ECACs is
for every boat to row their best possible race
and to finish off the season with no regrets.
“We’ve had a very good season, especially
with the good underclassmen. We are hoping that this Sunday is technically sound
and that we leave everything on the water.
The placing will take care of itself.”

Zhuangchen Zhou / The Tufts Daily

The men’s crew team capped off a year that saw impressive performances mixed in with
the struggles of a young team at ECACs.

Ninety feet separate you from the next
base in any stealing situation. So then, what
makes stealing third base so much harder?
For one, the catcher needs only to throw
90 feet to third base, whereas he has to
throw 127 feet, 3 3/8 inches to throw you
out at second, and if you know anything
about baseball or sports in general, 37 extra
feet is a monumental difference. I will say
this, however: Stealing third is mostly about
guts. Pitchers and catchers alike know about
these advantages in distance, so they are
much more lax when a man is on second.
This confidence can be used against them if
you’ve got a read and you’ve got speed.

Inside-the-park home run

In my opinion, this is the hardest thing
to accomplish from the plate. On any
given regulation-sized field, you won’t find
a part of the fence more than 435 feet,
meaning that an outfielder can play your
hit off the wall and hold you to a triple. For
an inside-the-park home run, you need to
be lucky: The ball has a wonky ricochet, an
outfielder dives and misses, or the outfield
was playing a shift. Any number of things
need to happen for you to have a chance
to circle the bases before they get the relay
in. Oh wait! I forgot to mention that at no
point can any of these “things” be deemed
an error by the official scorekeeper, or
you’ll have yourself a double or triple with
an E on the guilty fielder.

The Greg Maddux

Now, it may be the pitcher in me, but this
has to be the most dominating feeling in
baseball. This is a reference to the pitch that
Maddux made a career from. He would hammer the side of the plate opposite his throwing arm (inside corner for lefty hitters and
outside for righty hitters) with a tailing twoseam fastball so that when it left his hand it
would look like a ball, but it would cut across
the strike zone at the last moment.
Essentially impossible to hit and many
times even to produce a swing, it is quite
the accomplishment to have this pitch in
your repertoire. Forget baseball for a second
— but just the sheer mechanics of the wrist
and hand should reveal why mastering this
effect on the baseball is quite difficult. Hold
your dominant hand so you see the back of
it. Now rotate it until you can see your palm.
Now go back to the original set up and try
rotating it the other way, toward the side of
your pinkie. This is why tailing a baseball is
so much harder than curving or sliding it.

Put-out at third from right field

On any given team, the right-fielder
usually has the best arm (yes, better than
the pitcher) because he has to make the
longest throw on the field: from his position to third. Shouldn’t be difficult to figure out why this is so difficult: You must
maximize power while simultaneously
maintaining deadly accuracy.

5-4-3 Triple play

This may be the most difficult because it is
the one play on the list that most intimately
depends on multiple players performing at
their best. A 5-4-3 (third baseman-second
baseman-first baseman) is perhaps the classic image of the triple play: A groundball is
hit hard to the third baseman; he fields it,
steps on third, and throws it to the second
baseman; he catches it, steps on second,
and throws it to first. To make this a triple
play, you have to do all this quicker than it
takes the average MLB batter to go home to
first: about 4.3 seconds.
G.J. Vitale is a rising senior majoring in
biology-psychology and English. He can be
reached at Gregory.Vitale@tufts.edu.
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Fall and Winter Sports Recaps
Men’s Soccer
The Jumbos put the NESCAC
on notice when they notched
a resounding 3-0 win against
Bowdoin in the NESCAC quarterfinals and proved once and
for all that they belonged with
the top teams in the conference.
The team did not back down in
its semifinal matchup against
the top team in the NESCAC,
Williams, either.
Tufts pushed the game to
overtime and managed to hold
Williams scoreless for 110 minutes, but it could not put the
ball in the net.
Although Tufts eventually
lost on penalty kicks, the season marked an exciting step
forward for a young team. Tufts
was rewarded with its success
in the NESCAC with the NCAA
tournament berth, where it lost
to Vassar in the first round by a
score of 1-0, the goal coming in
the second overtime period on
a penalty kick.
Three players — rising
juniors Maxime Hoppenot, Gus
Santos and Kento Nakamura
— were selected to the AllNESCAC team, the highest
number of Tufts players selected since 2006. Graduating

senior co-captain defender Pat
Bauer capped off the Jumbos’
postseason awards with a selection to the 2012 Capital One
Academic All-America Second
Team.

Women’s Soccer
In a season defined as much
by players forced to the sideline
by injury as those on the field,
the women’s soccer team stumbled to its first sub-.500 record
since 1994 and the first of the
coach Martha Whiting’s tenure. Between graduating senior
Alyssa Von Puttkammar and rising junior Alina Okamoto, both
out with concussions, and rising senior Maeve Stewart, also
out with a leg injury, the Jumbos
were missing 27 starts, seven
goals, and eight assists from the
2011 campaign.
It was also a young squad, with
just three graduating seniors.
There were growing pains early
as the team picked up just one
win and scored just two goals
in eight September
matches.
T h i n g s
began to
improve

Rafael Ramos-Meyer
Midfielder

of the NESCAC tournament.

Men’s Cross Country
The men’s cross country
team earned its first nationals
berth since 2007 this past fall
and went on to place ninth at
the NCAA Championships in
Winneconne, Wisc.
Disappointing fifth-place finishes at the NESCAC and Div. III
New England Championships
were still enough to earn the
runners a trip to nationals, and
the Jumbos certainly saved their
best for last, as all five runners
crossed the line of the 8,000meter course in personal record
times.
Rising senior Matt Rand led
the squad at NCAAs, as he did
throughout the season, earning All-American honors with a
19th-place finish. The Jumbos
ranked third among the five
NESCAC teams at NCAAs.
At the regional championship,
Rand took third, earning AllRegion honors for the second
consecutive year, while classmate Kyle Marks secured those
accolades for the third time.
Rising junior Brian McLaughlin
earned his first All-Region distinction by finishing in the top
35. McLaughlin’s classmates
Liam Cassidy, Andrew Shapero
and Ben Wallis and graduating senior co-captain Connor
Rose rounded out the regional
and national squad.

Women’s
Country

against
Suffolk at
the
start
of October,
as Tufts won
4-0.
That
game marked
the beginning of
the era of scoring
duo senior Anya
Kaufmann and rising sophomore Allie
Weiller. At least one of the
two would score in four of
the team’s final five games.
The tandem accounted for
nine of the team’s 14 goals on
the year.
The Jumbos put together
NESCAC wins over Conn.
College and Hamilton, but a
heartbreaking 3-2 loss to an
NCAA
tournament-bound
Williams side and a seasonending draw with Bowdoin,
a game they led after 35 seconds, left them on the outside

day and a massive opportunity to pick up a victory. The
game was a sloppy affair,
with five combined turnovers and no scores in
the second half, but
the Jumbos were able
to hold on and push
the game to overtime.
But in overtime, the
Jumbos were defeated
when Colby’s graduating senior defensive end Ryan
Veillette threw a
pass from the
backfield
on a trick
play for
the go-

Football
For the second season in a
row, the football team finished
the year winless. Another 0-8
campaign this fall brought their
losing streak to 23 games, as the
Jumbos fell in close contests
and blowouts alike.
The story of the season was
told in their penultimate game
against Colby, the team’s senior

Scott Anderson
Forward

aged to
find their
stride at the
right time
and turn a
middling start
into a successful season.
That stretch
began after a
70-69 buzzer beater loss to national
top 10 Middlebury, as
the team then ripped
off eight straight wins to
bring them to fourth in
the NESCAC, and earn a
home playoff game in the
NESCAC tournament.
The Jumbos did not disappoint their home crowd,
beating Bowdoin 82-71 to
advance to the conference
semi-finals for the first time
since 2006. Tufts was finally
toppled, 80-64, by an Amherst
side that went on to win the
National Championship, but
the loss did not take away from
a successful campaign for the
men’s basketball team.
During their winning streak,
graduating senior co-captain
Scott Anderson joined the 1,000
point club, and although his
presence will be missed, Tufts
will return All-NESCAC rising
junior guard Ben Ferris and
Northeast Rookie of the Year
rising sophomore center Tom
Palleschi, as they hope to build
on this year’s success.

Cross

The women’s cross country team turned in an
impressive fall season,
as they won two
of its seven meets
on its way to a
fourth place finish in the NESCAC
Championship.
After that finish at NESCACS,
the
Jumbos
were able to
place
sixth
in the NCAA
New England
Championship
out of all 51 teams
in the region, highlighting the strong
level of competition
in the NESCAC.
The best meet
of the season for
Tufts was the Conn.
College Invitational
on Oct. 7.
The
Jumbos, led by rising
sophomore
Audrey
Gould,
placed six runners
in the top twenty on
their way to victory.
Gould paced the
team throughout
the year, finishing
19th at the New
England Div. III
Championships,
and becoming
the only member of the team
to qualify for the NCAA Div. III
Championship. At the NCAA
Championship, she placed 68th,
finishing the 6-kilometer course
in 22 minutes and 31 seconds.

photos by Oliver Porter
and William Butt

Women’s Basketball

ahead
touchdown. When
the Jumbos
failed to convert, it was
clear that they
were headed
for yet another
winless campaign.
This year the Jumbos were led
by graduating senior quarterback John Dodds, who helped
Tufts to the second most prolific
passing offense in the NESCAC.
Rising junior Jack Doll was the
original starter at the beginning
of the year, and will likely take
over under center to try and
lead the Jumbos to their first
win in three years.

Men’s Basketball
Although expectations were
tempered by a lackluster start,
the men’s basketball team man-

Heartbreak and history were
the themes this year for a veteran women’s basketball team
that returned all but one player
from the previous season and
made a run to the Sweet 16
thanks to the return of graduate
student Kate Barnosky.
On the one hand, the team
earned coach Carla Berube her
200th win, started the season
on a program-record 22-game
winning streak, earned the top
seed in the NESCAC tournament for the first time in program history, got its highestever national ranking and made
a second consecutive trip to the
Sweet 16 with dominant wins in
the first and second rounds of
the NCAA tournament.
But, on the other hand, there
was the regular-season, streakending loss to Amherst on Feb.
2, decided by a banked 3-pointer as the shot clock expired in
the final minutes. There was the
NESCAC quarterfinal loss to No.
8 seed Bowdoin College, a team
Tufts had beaten handily in the
regular season but couldn’t pull
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away from when it counted. And there
was the season-ending loss, once again
on Amherst’s home court — a game the
Jumbos trailed by justtwo with fewer
than four minutes to play.
While some of the team’s late-season expectations may not have been
met, the 2012-2013 season still
marked the continuation of the
program’s development into a
national powerhouse. At 25-3 with
a 9-1 NESCAC record, Tufts won
at least 20 games for the fifth time
in six years. And while the loss of
Barnosky and graduating senior and
NESCAC Defensive Player of the Year
Bre Dufault will be tough, the continued development of their talented
rising junior class, led by All-NESCAC
Second Team selection Hannah Foley,
bodes well for the future.

of Rochester and the University of
California, Berkeley. Although Tufts came
up short against Haverford College in the
division finals, they fought hard as they
had all year

Men’s Squash
The men’s squash team started the
2012-13 season looking at a rebuilding
year. With new coach, new players and
no seniors meant, the young team would
have to grow and improve quickly if they
were to have any success.
The year started extremely well for
this group of Jumbos, who won their
first four matches by a combined
score of 29-6. But once NESCAC play
began, the team struggled to find any
consistent success, as they won only
two of their next 11 until the NESCAC
championships.
With preseason No. 1 Zachary
Schweitzer fighting injuries all season,
freshman Aditya Advani stepped up as a
new star. Finishing the year with a 19-7
record while playing in the No. 1 or No. 2
spot, Advani never failed to impress and
performed well in the individual championships at the end of the season.
The rest of postseason play finished uneventfully for Tufts. It fell in
the first round of both the NESCAC
championships and the national team
championships.

Women’s Squash
While the women’s squash team struggled at times this season, they steadily
improved throughout the winter and
closed out the year on a high note.
Under new coach Joe McManus, the
Jumbos compiled a 5-13 record, with
graduating senior co-captains Jessica
Rubine and Hafsa Chaudhry guiding the
inexperienced Jumbos through bouts
of inconsistency with their strong and
steady play.
The highlight of the team’s trying season was its performance at the National
Team Championships hosted by Yale
University. In their final team matches of
the year, the Jumbos swept the University

record 7:39.61 time.

Men’s Indoor Track and
Field
It was a season of ups and downs, as
the Jumbos had to deal with injuries
and other setbacks, but the winter
indoor track season still turned into
a successful three months.
The team’s best major result,
which matched their finish from the year prior
at the very same meet,
came on Feb. 16 at the
Div. III New England
Championship
at
Hayley Hopper

Ice Hockey
Coming off a season in which the
men’s ice hockey team hosted its first
home NESCAC tournament game, the
Jumbos had high expectations this year.
However, after losing All-American goaltender Scott Barchard (LA ‘12) to graduation, the Jumbos’ season this year took
a turn for the worse, as the team did not
qualify for the NESCAC playoffs and took
last place in the field of 10 teams.
The Jumbos started the season on the
right foot, winning three of their first five
games in a stretch that included a 4-4
tie against Trinity College and a 4-2 win
over Wesleyan.
After returning from the Rutland
Herald Invitational in Vermont, however, Tufts started a downward slide that
would see them record only one win in
14 conference games.
The Jumbos struggled with intermittent injuries, including to rising senior
forward Kyle Gallegos, the team’s leader
in goals scored.
But the biggest problem for the
Jumbos was the gap between how they
played against NESCAC and non-NESCAC teams. While the Jumbos were a
meager 2-14-2 against NESCAC teams,
they were 5-1 against teams outside the
conference. The Jumbos look forward
to building on this young team that will
only graduate three seniors: co-captain
defender Nick Metcalfe, co-captain forward Dylan Plimmer, and defender Jared
Barker.
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l o n g
and nearly pulled off
the upset.
With
six
seniors graduating
from their roster, the
Jumbos hope to build
off their late-season success and carry it over into
next year.

Men’s
Diving

Swimming

Women’s Indoor
and Field

and

The men’s swimming and diving team
saw a promising blend of new and old,
both in the pool and the diving well.
Rising sophomores Michael Winget,
Anthony DeBenedetto and Cam Simko
showed they were ready for college competition with impressive races in events
ranging from the 50-meter freestyle to
the 200-meter backstroke. Likewise,
rising seniors Craig Olynyk and Kyle
Savidge added experience to the top of
the Jumbos’ lineups with consistent performances in distance and backstroke
races, respectively.
As a whole, the team performed well,
going 4-4 during the dual meet season,
with all four losses coming against tough
competition. They proved themselves in
the NESCAC championships, finishing
fourth out of 11 teams.
But once again, the story of the year
was rising senior Johann Schmidt, who
continued to make his case as the top
competitor in the history of the program.
He placed first in 3-meter board and second in the 1-meter board at the NESCAC
championships and was named Diver of
the Meet. At the NCAA Championships
a month later, he placed third and fifth,
adding two more All-American awards
to bring his total to five.

Women’s
Diving

Swimming

Bates. The event saw individual victories
from graduating seniors Mike Blair, Kyle
Marks and Gbola Ajayi, as well as a relay
victory in the 4x800.
Three weeks later, a squad of Tufts’
best runners, jumpers, and throwers
departed for Naperville, Ill. to compete
at nationals.
Improving upon last year’s 17th-place
finish, the group from Tufts turned in a
number of impressive performances en
route to 14th place.
The highlight of the meet was produced by a thrilling distance medley
relay, from a foursome that had hardly
ever run together before.
That group, comprised of graduating senior tri-captain Jeff Marvel, rising seniors Graham Beutler and Jamie
Norton and rising sophomore Mitchell
Black, came within less than a second
of surpassing a powerhouse team from
the University of Wisconson-LaCrosse
for the win. Each member of the relay
team earned All-American honors, with
Marvel and Beutler earning them for the
second time.
Ajayi matched his distance in the triple jump from a season ago, a mark good
enough to garner him All-American honors for the second straight year.

and

The women’s swimming and diving team closed out a successful
season with a third-place finish at
the NESCAC Championship and an
appearance from the 800-meter freestyle relay team at NCAAs. Heading
into NESCAC weekend, coach Nancy
Bigelow was hoping for a fifth-place
finish at the meet, but the team surpassed her expectations and edged
out Middlebury in the second to last
event of the meet for fourth place.
The Jumbos pulled through in
NESCACs with a team effort that saw
almost every swimmer drop time.
Rising senior Jenny Hu finished first
in the 100 breaststroke for Tufts’ only
victory of the weekend, and graduating senior tri-captain Christine
Garvey had a breakout swim in the
200 butterfly that propelled her to
second place in the conference.
The 800 freestyle relay team
of Garvey, fellow classmate Lizz
Grainger — who is also a news
editor for the Daily — and rising
juniors Kathryn Coniglio and
Samantha Sliwinski qualified
for NCAA Championships,
where the Jumbo foursome
placed 16th with a school-

Track

Led by the throwing trio of graduating senior tri-captain Kelly Allen
and classmates Sabienne Brutus and
Ronke Oyekunle, the women’s indoor
track and field team won the Div. III
New England Championship for
the second time in its history as
part of an incredibly successful
winter season.
The three gradiating seniors
scored 45 points for the Jumbos
in the meet. Allen had two victories: one in the shot put and the
other in the weight throw, and
rising senior Jana Hieber also
recorded a first-place finish
in the pentathlon.
The team followed up
that title with a 12th-place
finish in the All-New
England Championships,
and ended the season
with a 43rd-place finish
at NCAA Div. III National
Championship meet on
March 9. Oyekunle and
Brutus achieved their first
All-American honors at the
event in the weight throw
and the shot put, respectively. Meanwhile, Hieber
also earned All-American
honors in the pentathlon,
giving her the honor for a
third straight season.
While the winter season is largely looked at as a
building block for the outdoor season, the women’s
track and field team seized
that opportunity and submitted one of its best seasons
in recent memory.

Volleyball
The 2012 season for the Tufts
volleyball team was inconsistent,
as the team struggled to maintain
a high level of play from game to
game.
Led by All-NESCAC graduating senior
Kendall Lord and rising junior Kelly
Brennan, the Jumbos finished the season 13-13 and lost to the Bowdoin Polar
Bears 3-0 in the NESCAC quarterfinals.
Coach Cora Thompson’s squad got off to
an impressive start, winning three out
of four matches at the Brandeis invitational, before dropping seven of nine
contests to end the year.
However, as the Jumbos are losing only
three seniors to graduation — Kiersten
Ellefsen, Natalie Bruck and Lord —
things look promising for the upcoming
season. Another year of experience will
offer the team a chance to improve on its
consistency. If all goes well, the Jumbos
will likely compete for a top seed in the
2013 NESCAC tournament.
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moments in Tufts
athletics in 2012 - 13

courtesy Kevin Colton / Will

There were plenty of memorable moments in Tufts sports this year. From
Bello Field to Hamilton Pool, here are
the best of the best:
1. Field Hockey’s National Title
Tufts’ first women’s Div. III National
Championship was not without drama.
After a run to the title game in which the
Jumbos blew away much of the competition, Tufts found itself down a goal just
11 minutes into the game. But on the
back of rising sophomore Hannah Park,
the Jumbos rallied back and took a 2-1
lead just 15 minutes later. As the rest of
the game ticked down, Tufts simply had
to hold onto its lead, and when the clock
hit all zeroes, the players streamed onto
the field to mob their keeper, rising junior
Brianna Keenan. The players danced and
celebrated, Tufts’ lone national champs
of the year.
2. Men’s and Women’s Track NESCAC
Double
As much of the school celebrated
Spring Fling on the President’s Lawn
for Spring Fling, the men’s and women’s track teams had a celebration of
their own at Ellis Oval, as both teams
took home NESCAC Championships.
Both teams blew the rest of the conference out of the water, with the men
winning by 47 points and the women
by 85.5. The women, as usual, were led
by graduating senior Kelly Allen, who
won three events on the day, while
the men were paced by rising seniors
Graham Beutler and Mike Blair, who
each won two titles on the day. As the
men’s team dumped a cooler of water
on their coach Ethan Barron, the day
came to an end, with both teams sitting atop the conference.

3. Men’s lacrosse claims NESCAC title as
underdogs
For the first time in four years, the
NESCAC Championship was decided
away from Bello Field. But just like the last
four years, the Jumbos came away victorious, earning their fourth straight NESCAC
title with an 11-6 victory over Wesleyan.
The win both avenged Tufts’ loss to the
Cardinals earlier in the the season, and
cemented the Jumbos as the most dominant program in the conference. After
losing their first two games of the season
and being forced to settle for the third
seed, the Jumbos were still able to pull out
the championship. Rising junior and AllNESCAC First Team selection Cole Bailey
led the Jumbos with six points in the title
game, as Tufts was able to secure a guaranteed bid to the NCAA tournament.
4. Softball’s NESCAC Title
The Jumbos went a perfect 12-0 against
NESCAC competition (35-3 overall) for
the second year in a row, sweeping Colby
at home in a Senior Day doubleheader to
clinch their undefeated record. And that
dominance only continued in the NESCAC
playoffs, as Tufts took down Wesleyan,
Middlebury and Bowdoin en route to their
eighth NESCAC Championship. Coach
Cheryl Milligan’s squad took care of business in an 8-0 victory over Bowdoin to win
their second straight conference crown
on the back of graduating senior Rebecca
DiBiase’s stellar pitching performance.
5. Johann Schmidt at Nationals
Rising senior Johann Schmidt traveled
to the NCAA swimming and diving championships in Texas for the third time in his
career, entering the meet as the 1-meter
diving champion. Schmidt got off to a
tough start on the 1-meter boards where
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a small misstep on the board bumped
him from first place down to fifth. The
3-meter prelims were challenging as well,
and Schmidt barely slipped into the top
eight to qualify for finals. He had a breakout showing on the 3-meter, however,
and came away with a third-place finish.
Schmidt added two more All-American
honors to his repertoire, and proved himself again to be one of the top DIII divers
in the country. He was the only member
of the swim and dive team to qualify for
nationals and the 30 points he singlehandedly earned put Tufts in 27th place.
6. Women’s Basketball’s senior night and
coin flip
In their final regular season home
game, the Jumbos finished off a 23-1
regular season with a 57-37 win over
Hamilton. It was a dominating win to
cap off a dominating season, but the real
drama came later in the night, as the
No. 1 seed in the NESCAC Tournament
was decided by a coin flip. With Tufts,
Amherst and Williams all tied at 9-1 atop
the conference, the Jumbos emerged
victorious from the tiebreaker and were
rewarded with the top seed and home
court advantage in the tournament.
7. Scott Anderson’s 1,000th career point
In the Jumbos’ Jan. 19 win over Bowdoin,
graduating senior co-captain Scott Anderson
scored the 1,000th point of his Tufts career
as part of an 18 point night. Anderson
became just the 27th player in Tufts history to become a member of the 1,000-point
club when he hit a 3-pointer to open the
game. Though many more of his points
throughout his career came from grinding
in the paint, Anderson’s achievement was
one of the many accomplishments for this
year’s men’s basketball team.

8. Allyson Fournier, strikeout queen
With 236 strikeouts so far this season, rising junior Allyson Fournier
stands alone atop the Tufts record
books for strikeouts in a career. After
surpassing Jodie Moreau (LA ‘02), who
had 436 career strikeouts, Fournier
added yet another to an already long
list of impressive accomplishments as
a Jumbo. For the second straight year,
she was named NESCAC Pitcher of the
Year, and topped the NESCAC with
18 wins and 10 shutouts. As Fournier
continues to etch her name into Tufts
history, she now stands alone as the
school’s strikeout queen.
9. Men’s lacrosse’s spring break performance
After two losses to open the season,
because 27 players were suspended,
things seemed a little worrisome for the
men’s lacrosse team. But the Jumbos
stomped out those worries with three
wins on their 800-mile road trip, including resounding victories over No. 4
Stevens and No. 2 Stevenson to start.
With the victories, Tufts inserted themselves into the national lacrosse picture,
and then took care of business against
Colby to finish off the trip.
10. Scott Blumenthal’s 84th-minute winner to secure first-round NESCAC home
game
In the men’s soccer team’s final
game of the season on Oct. 24, with a
first round home playoff game on the
line, rising senior Scott Blumenthal
stepped up. In the 84th minute of
the game, the co-captain netted a
goal from the top of the box to down
Bowdoin and set up a rematch the
next week back on Bello Field.

courtesy johann schmidt
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Men’s Track & Field

Jumbos win NESCACs in impressive
spring season
by Sam

Gold

Daily Editorial Board

It might have all begun at the Eric
Loeschner Meet at Fitchburg State, where
Tufts men’s track and field secured a
resounding victory over 22 other participants. But no matter where the Jumbos
hit their stride, the success has continued for a team that still has some of its
most important meets ahead.
Heading
into
the
NESCAC
Championship, Tufts was not only coming off the tremendous win at Fitchburg
State but was also keen on avenging its
second-place finish from a year earlier.
Last year, the Bobcats of Bates, which
played host to its divisional opponents,
emerged victorious by a mere 10 points.
When all was said and done this year,
the Jumbos had flipped the script on
Bates, outscoring last year’s champions
by a whopping 47 points, led by graduating senior Mike Blair and rising senior
Graham Beutler, each of whom notched
two individual conference titles. It was
Tufts’ first solo championship since
1991 and its first taste of the title since
it was crowned joint champion with
Williams in 2007.
“The team really came together this
season,” rising sophomore Veer Bhalla
said. “Everyone cheers on the guys who
are competing regardless of what the
event is.”
A week later, Tufts rode its momentum and turned in yet another positive
result by finishing third of 26 teams at
the competitive Div. III New England

Championships. Only Bates and MIT
finished higher.
Rising sophomore Mitchell Black
recorded the lone victory of the meet
with a season-best performance in
the 800, but the real gem of the
day came when rising junior Brian
Williamson broke a 33-year-old shot
put record to break into the top-25
throwers in the nation.
But Williamson wasn’t the only one
breaking records, as on the first day of
competition at the Open New England
Championship a week later graduating
senior Mike Blair tied the school record
in the high jump at 6 feet 7 ½ inches
and concluded the day in the lead in
the decathlon. Blair would eventually
place second in the event, qualifying
him for nationals.
After three days had elapsed, the
Jumbos finished sixth of 37 teams, led
by Blair, Black, who also qualified for
nationals with his school-record time
in the 800, and rising senior Jamie
Norton, who clocked a personal-best
time in the 1,500 to earn himself a
runner-up finish.
Also this past Friday, graduating
seniors Tyler Andrews and Kyle Marks
ventured south to Princeton to represent Tufts at the IC4A Championship.
Andrews placed eighth of 29 in the 10,000
and was the first Div. III finisher of a
field comprised primarily of Division I
runners to cross the line, while Marks
finished 24th of 34 in the 5,000.
It has now been several consecutive
weekends of success for the Jumbos,

Women’s Lacrosse

Hard-fought season
ends with strong
showing at Trinity
by

Alex Schroeder

Daily Editorial Board

On paper, this year’s women’s lacrosse team
came up a bit empty-handed. They finished
below .500 at 7-8 overall and won just three
out of 10 NESCAC games. Though that was
enough to earn a playoff berth, the Jumbos’
reward was a first-round matchup with No.
1 Trinity in Hartford, Conn., a team that has
not lost in its past 26 games and is currently
en route to a second consecutive NCAA Div.
III championship.
Trinity ended Tufts’ season in the 12-8
defeat, which also marked the end of six
Jumbos’ careers. Yet the Jumbos’ season cannot be defined by all of the scores and statistics. The team fought through fierce adversity,
including injuries as a result of the Boston
Marathon bombings, to become a unified
group that played its best in its final game.
“I think a defining word for our season is
‘unity,’” graduating senior co-captain defender Meg Boland said. “I think we’ve been
through a lot as a team and we’ve worked
very hard through the ups and downs. We’ve
stayed together as one unit. We came together in the final game against Trinity and kept it
a close game.”
The Jumbos’ final result against Trinity displayed the work the team put in to improve all
season. The Jumbos’ first contest against the
Bantams ended in a more lopsided fashion,
13-4. But during the NESCAC quarterfinal
game, the Jumbos kept it close, always retaliating whenever Trinity would go on runs.
Tufts was able to compete with the most
dominant Div. III team in the country, proving it had come a long way from the beginning of the year.
The Jumbos kicked off the season with
an 11-7 loss to Hamilton, but soon hit their
stride with three straight wins over Conn.
College, Babson College and Farmingdale
State, before battling inconsistency through
the middle portion of their season.
Their next seven games alternated between
losses and wins, but Tufts was never out of
reach of winning each game. Most dramatically, on April 13 the Jumbos took on Amherst
at home and lost in devastating fashion, as the
Lord Jeffs scored a goal in the final seconds to
take home the victory from Bello Field.
Just two games later, however, Tufts proved

who hope to continue their strong run of
form this coming weekend at the ECAC
Division III Championships.
Tufts has endured numerous injuries
this season, but now the team is largely
healthy and marching forward.
That said, however, the Jumbos already
look back positively on the season.
“This season was definitely a success,”
graduating senior jumper Gbola Ajayi
said. “Regardless of any individual successes or failures, we won the NESCAC
title. There is no better feeling.”
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The Jumbos hope to finsh off a strong season at NESCAC championships.

Women’s Track and Field

Strong season comes to close
by

Alex Connors

Daily Staff Writer

The women’s track and field team concluded its successful year with a memorable outdoor season. The Jumbos won two
of their four regular season meets, placing
first in a field of 23 teams at the Snowflake
Classic — a home meet on March 30 —
and placing first out of a field of 15 teams
at the Eric Loeschner Meet at Fitchburg
St. on April 20.
The team then carried its regular-season success into the NESCAC
Championship meet on April 27. Tufts
won the meet, ending a run of 12 consecutive NESCAC titles for Williams, while
earning its own NESCAC title for the first
time since 1988.
The Jumbos were led at NESCACS, as
they were all season, by graduating senior
and quad-captain Kelly Allen. Allen won
three events at the meet: shot put, discus,
and hammer throw. Her conference title
in discus was the fourth of her career,
the shot put title was her second. Allen
boasts eight career individual NESCAC
titles, and her discus throw this year ranks
first nationally.
The team used its NESCAC victory as a foundation for more success in its championship season. The
Jumbos placed second at the New
England Div. III Championships at
Colby College on May 3-4, falling to
MIT by a narrow margin.
A week later, the team traveled to
Stonehill to compete in the Open New
England Championship, a meet featuring all New England teams from Div. I,
II and III. The Jumbos placed sixth out

of the 35 teams at the meet, but, more
importantly, earned the top spot among
Div. III teams.
Tufts was led by graduating senior and
quad-captain Lilly Fisher, who won the
10,000-meter run with a time of 37:34.78,
and Allen, who won the discus with a
throw of 146 feet 4 inches, placed third in
the hammer throw, and came in eighth in
the shot put.
The Jumbos hoped to continued their success at the ECAC Div. III
Championships at Springfield College this
week, the last meet for athletes to qualify
for the National Championship meet.
The team finished in the top six at the
ECAC Championship last year, and as of
press time looked poised to at least match
that this season.
To finish the 2013 campaign, those who
have qualified will travel to the University
of Wisconsin-La Crosse on May 23 for
the NCAA Div. III Championships. The
Jumbos currently boast four athletes
ranked in the top 15 nationally in at least
one event. Rising senior Jana Hieber is
ranked fifth nationally in the 400-meter
hurdles with a best time of 1:01.51, graduating senior Ronke Oyekunle ranks 13th
in the shot put with a best throw of 44 feet
8.75 inches, graduating senior Sabienne
Brutus ranks sixth in the hammer throw
with a distance of 176 feet 4 inches and
Kelly Allen ranks seventh with a distance
of 173 feet 9 inches. Allen also ranks first
nationally in discus with a best throw of
162 feet 6 inches.
Sitting now as the top Div. III team
in New England, the Jumbos hope to
improve upon last year’s top-10 finish and
make a run at a National Championship.
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Tufts won two out of four regular season meets.

Jason Schneiderman | Stoppage Time

Spain is
done

S

panish soccer is done. It’s over. Its
reign atop both the club and international level circuits has peaked. There
have been obvious signs all season,
but until the start of the Champions League
semifinals on April 23, the footballing world
was still clinging to the assumption that
Barcelona and Real Madrid were the best
soccer had to offer.
That was until Spain’s two best teams
were matched up against Germany’s two
best teams in the semifinals of Europe’s
most prestigious club soccer competition.
Over two legs, Bayern Munich, the
champions-elect of Germany, annihilated
Barcelona, the champions-elect of Spain,
7-0 on aggregate.
Barcelona’s tight, short passing style
was broken down and dismantled by the
powerful and direct approach of Bayern
Munich, which consistently enforced its
will throughout the two games.
And while the tie between Real Madrid,
last year’s La Liga champion, and Borussia
Dortmund, last year’s German champion,
was much more competitive, Dortmund
prevailed over their Spanish counterparts
and will meet Bayern Munich at Wembley
Stadium for an all-German Champions
League final on May 25.
Based on two matchups and four total
games, it’s obvious that Germany is now
the premier footballing nation in the world,
with Spain losing its grip on the throne.
So, what’s next for soccer in Spain?
Should they even bother continuing to
play? Are they now forever relegated to
a lower tier in the hierarchy of soccer in
Europe and, by extension, the world? Is this
the beginning of the end?
Former Barcelona coach Pep Guardiola
must have thought so. After stepping
down from his post last season, he recently announced that he would be taking
over as manager of Bayern Munich starting next season. The logical explanation
can’t be that he simply wants a new challenge after winning everything possible,
including two Champions League titles
and three La Liga titles in his four seasons
at Barcelona. No, he just must have known
the right time to leave.
After all, some of Barcelona’s most critical players — Xavi, David Villa and Carlos
Puyol — have all aged to the wrong side of
30. (Who cares that their best player and
the best player in the world, Lionel Messi,
is still entering his prime at 25?).
Many people will argue that Barcelona
is the best club team ever, so if Bayern
Munich beat them so handily, how good
must Bayern be? (Never mind that Arsenal
defeated Bayern 2-0 two months ago, and
Arsenal have lost to a host of teams this season, including lower-level team Bradford
City. Wait — does that make Bradford City
the best team in the world?)
And what of the Spanish national team
— what have they done recently? Sure, they
won the Euro this past summer, but they
haven’t won a World Cup in three years.
Three. The so-called best team in the world
has to do better than that.
Can I stop now? Do you get the point?
Despite a harrowing loss at the hands of
Bayern Munich — and it was bad — it was
still only 180 minutes of soccer. Barcelona
and the Spanish national team will be fine,
regardless of what the sensationalists want
you to believe.
The unpredictability of the Champions
League means different teams make it to
the finals from year to year — but amid
the chaos, Barcelona have been a model of
consistency, making at least the semifinals
six years in a row. No other team, including
Bayern Munich, can say as much.
The Spanish national team has won the
past three international tournaments. La
Liga has the best two players in the world in
Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo. Spain
and Barcelona were hit hard, but the quality of Spanish soccer isn’t going anywhere.
Enjoy the all-German final; this season,
it was well-deserved and should be a classic in its own right. But don’t be surprised if
you see Barca back stronger than ever, and
in the final in Lisbon next May.

Jason Schneiderman is a rising junior
majoring in quantitative economics and
computer science. He can be reached at
Jason.Schneiderman@tufts.edu.
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Softball

Jumbos head to College World Series
Dominating season paves way to regional title
by

Tyler Maher

Daily Staff Writer

With a 4-1 victory over Rowan, Tufts
once again reached the promised land
of college softball: the College World
Series. For the second year in a row,
the Jumbos won the Div. III Northeast
Regional Championship, giving them the
opportunity to play against the absolute
best in the country.
The team is following up on an enormously successful 2012 season in which
they won the NESCAC with a perfect 12-0
record and went 41-7 overall. With that
success, and with their loss at the CWS
last year, the Jumbos entered this season
with sky-high expectations and determined to prove themselves. By the time
spring rolled around, they were prepared,
hungry and ready for game action.
“We have our expectations set very high
for this season,” then-sophomore Allyson
Fournier said in a preseason interview.
“The ultimate goal is to win a national
championship.”
So far, Fournier and her teammates
have indeed lived up to those lofty goals,
once again earning recognition as one
of the premier softball programs in the
country and still on track for that title.
The Jumbos began their season on the
right foot, going 13-1 during their spring
break trip to Clermont, Fla. They won 16
straight games at one point before Babson
snapped their winning streak with a 4-3
walk-off victory on April 2. Undeterred,
Tufts responded by winning 10 games
in a row after that. Despite dealing with
injuries late in the season, the Jumbos finished strong by sweeping a doubleheader
with Colby on the April 27 Senior Day,
and the pair of wins clinched Tufts’ 12-0
conference record and boosted the team’s
regular season record to 35-3.

“Going undefeated in the NESCAC is
always a primary goal of ours,” said coach
Cheryl Milligan, recently named NESCAC
Coach of the Year for the second year in
a row. “Our first priority is upholding our
standards and winning. We take a lot of
pride in that outcome, and we hope to
continue our streak into the postseason.”
The No. 7-ranked Jumbos carried
that momentum into the playoffs.
After narrowly defeating Wesleyan 3-1
and scratching out a 1-0 win against
Middlebury in their first two postseason
games, Tufts blasted Bowdoin 8-0 in
six innings to clinch its second straight
NESCAC championship.
Tufts then advanced to the NCAA Div.
III Regionals at Babson, where the topseeded Jumbos rattled off four more wins
to capture their second straight NCAA
Regional title. Tufts’ offense powered the
Jumbos through the first three games,
crushing Lesley, Springfield and Babson
by scores of 12-5, 8-2 and 9-1, respectively. In the title game against Rowan
University, Tufts won 4-1 behind a fourrun third inning and a masterful pitching performance from Fournier, who
was named the Babson Park Regional
Most Outstanding Player. She allowed
just two hits and one earned run while
striking out 14.
With that, the 42-3 Jumbos return to
the NCAA Finals. They traveled to Eau
Claire, Wis. to compete in the eight-team
championship that started on May 17.
One of the main driving forces behind
Tufts’ overwhelming success this year
was Allyson Fournier, who cemented
her status as the top power pitcher in
Div. III. Unsurprisingly, she was named
NESCAC Pitcher of the Year for the second straight season.
Fournier built upon her stellar rookie
campaign by dominating opponents all
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The Jumbos won the Div. III Northeast Regional Championship for a second year running.
season long and proving to be the league’s
most unhittable pitcher. The rising junior
topped the NESCAC with 18 wins, 10
shutouts, 195 strikeouts, a 0.27 ERA and
a .072 batting average against. Though
somewhat overshadowed by Fournier’s
brilliance, fellow starters and graduating seniors Aly Moskowitz and Rebecca
DiBiase were exceptional in their own
right. The pair teamed with Fournier to
form a Big Three in Tufts’ rotation.
Fournier was also an All-Conference
First Team selection along with rising
senior tri-captain catcher Jo Clair and
graduating senior tri-captain second
baseman Emily Beinecke. Beinecke made
the team for the third consecutive season
after batting above .400 and ranking second on the team in runs batted in.
Meanwhile, two other Jumbos — rising

Men’s Tennis

Men’s Lacrosse

Tufts gets national
ranking, firstround NESCAC fall

Jumbos end season with loss to RIT
by

senior outfielder Sara Hedtler and rising junior outfielder Michelle Cooprider
— received All-Conference Second Team
honors. Hedtler, Tufts’ leadoff hitter, ignited the offense with her team-leading .446
batting average. Cooprider played superlative defense in center field, where she
started every game. She also compiled
some tremendous offensive numbers,
leading the team in runs scored.
So, even though Tufts graduates three
seniors in Beinecke, Moskowitz and
DiBiase, the Jumbos have plenty of talent
available to step up and fill the void. With
six rising juniors and three rising sophomores all poised to benefit from another
year of maturity, the team seems primed
for another outstanding season in 2014.
But they have one more order of business
to take care of: winning a national title.

Kate Klots

Daily Editorial Board

It’s safe to say that the Jumbos never
expected that their season would end the
way it did—despite the men’s lacrosse team’s
high hopes for the 2013 season, however,
Rochester Institute of Technology dashed
those hopes Wednesday afternoon, annihilating the Jumbos 14-5.
Unfortunately for the team’s 11 seniors,
the defeat marked the premature end to
an illustrious career that began with the
school’s first-ever national title run their
freshman year.
The Jumbos were forced to do things
slightly differently in 2013 — for the seniors,
the season began with their first ever loss
on Bello Field, and NESCAC competition
ended a long way from Bello. But Tufts made
do, surging to the top of the conference and
beyond, as the Jumbos have extended their
season far into NCAA postseason contention.
Competition started with a tall obstacle
to overcome — after 27 members of the
squad were suspended for inappropriate
behavior at a women’s volleyball game in
September, head coach Mike Daly was
forced to work with a short staff for the first
two games of the season while the players
served their suspensions.
Tufts faltered out of the gates, when the
short-staffed squad dropped two heartbreaking losses, each by a single goal, to NESCAC
opponents Hamilton and Conn. College in
the opening week of competition.
Although the losses put the Jumbos at a
disadvantage in the conference standings,
they would not be deterred. Following the
loss to Conn. College, Tufts hit the road running with a full head of steam and a full
49-person squad. First, the Jumbos defeated
then-No. 4 Stevens Institute of Technology in

by

Andy Linder

Daily Editorial Board

After convincingly defeating Colby
8-1 back on April 24, the men’s tennis
team wrapped up its 2012-2013 campaign in somewhat disappointing
fashion, dropping three of their final
four matches to finish the season
10-8 overall and 4-6 in the highlycompetitive NESCAC.
While the Jumbos had by far the
toughest road to the playoffs down
the stretch, they never ceased to
put up a good fight. All three losses
came to conference opponents in
the Div. III top 11: No. 7 Bowdoin
on April 26, No. 6 Williams on
April 28, and No. 11 Middlebury
in the first round of the NESCAC
Championship on May 3. Tufts
earned its final victory in a heated
5-4 battle against non-conference
foe and then-No. 20 MIT on May
1, a win that propelled the Jumbos
into the national rankings for the
first time this season at No. 27.
Despite falling short of expectations in the conference tournament,
according to coach Jaime Kenney,
the team has a lot to be positive
about heading into the offseason.
“Overall, I’m really proud of the
guys, as the season was a success
on several levels,” Kenney said. “The
obvious is beating No. 20 MIT for the
first time in years, as well as sealing convincing wins against Trinity,
Colby, Hamilton and Conn. College
and coming close in matches against
Middlebury and Wesleyan earlier in
Oliver POrter / The Tufts Daily
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Tufts ended a promising season last week with a disappointing loss to RIT.

see MEN’S TENNIS, page 42
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“There are opportunities even in the most difficult moments.”
— Wangari Maathai

