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Abstract

Only 52-55% of young people aged 18-29 voted in the 2020 Presidential
Election, compared to 66.2% of all eligible voters who voted, yet young people
make up a significant proportion of electoral campaigns and other activist spaces,
including mutual aid groups, protests, and more. My thesis aims to narrow the gap
in the literature by investigating what demographic factors affect which young
people are engaged in activism and why. Besides age, the four primary
demographic categories | investigated were race, gender, education, and income. |
used the 2020 Cooperative Election Survey to determine rates of participation in
various forms of activism, including general activism, campaigning, protesting,
and donating. | also fielded a survey of former 2020 Ed Markey for U.S. Senate
Campaign fellows, which allowed me to build on the quantitative aspects of the
CES with qualitative reasons as to how people saw their demographic
backgrounds affected their decision to become involved in activism. Through my
research, | found that while young people are just as likely to participate in
activism as older people, youth activists are the ones doing the more difficult and
time-consuming forms of activism, such as campaigning and protesting, whereas
older activists are participating in the easier and less time-consuming forms of

activism, such as donating.



Studying Youth Activism: Introduction

Only 52-55% of young people aged 18-29 voted in the 2020 Presidential
Election, compared to 66.2% of all eligible voters who voted, yet young people
make up a significant proportion of electoral campaigns and other activist spaces,
including mutual aid groups, protests, and more (Tufts University). There are few
recent large-n quantitative studies using national data in the United States that
include young adults of diverse backgrounds along with older adults. When other
academics have studied youth activism, it has generally been focused on one
small group of people, such as a paper by Soo Ah Kwon about young Asian and
Pacific Islander people in an organization that builds activist power (Kwon,
2008). When research has included a large sample size of young people, it
generally is about rates of voting among young people, such as an Ulbig and
Waggener piece about the impact of voter registration on college student voter
turnout (Ulbig and Waggener, 2011). In my thesis, | aim to narrow the gap in the
literature by investigating what factors affect which young people are engaged in
activism and why. Besides contributing to scholarship, it is also important to
study youth activism so that campaigns and activist organizations can more
effectively activate and support young people in their quest to become civically
and politically involved.

| delved into the topic of who chooses to become involved in youth
activism and why, and to do this I primarily relied on the 2020 Cooperative
Election Survey, which is run through YouGov and has 66,000 total respondents.

This allowed me to identify a population of over 7,000 young people, both those



who have and those who have not participated in activism. | was also able to
specifically compare what kinds of activism young people report having done,
which helped decrease error caused by differing definitions of activism, while
also providing insight into different ways young people participate in activism.
The specific categories of activism that | used are if, in the past year, they had
attended local political meetings, put up a political sign, worked for a candidate or
campaign, attended a political protest, march or demonstration, contacted a public
official, donated money to a candidate, campaign, or political organization, or
none of the above.

| used the 2020 Cooperative Election Survey because 2020 saw a dramatic
rise in activist activity, including protests, involvement in campaigns, and
donations (Rosenblatt, 2020). Additionally, as 2020 was a major Presidential
Election year, meaning that there were more campaigns and opportunities for
young people to be involved compared to the previous years, which did not have
major national elections. This allowed me to study a large number of young
people who were involved in activism, allowing more in-detail conclusions, as a
result. This also means that my conclusions apply to youth activists with varying
levels of engagement, from those who donate to a very well-known organization
once to young people who are working on campaigns full-time, during all parts of

the election cycle.



Research Questions

My first set of research questions focus on the demographics of young
people who have participated in a form of activism. One key demographic
variable I looked at is race. Thus, my first research question is: does a person’s
race affect the likelihood of a youth being involved in activism, and is this
different from the population at large? This is a primarily quantitative question,
with the answer being found using data of self-reported race and self-reported
participation in certain kinds of activist engagement, as discussed in the previous
paragraph.

My second research question focused on gender, asking if a person’s
gender affects the likeliness of a youth being involved in activism, and is this
different from the population at large? One reason | was curious to look at the
demographic factor of gender is that activism often requires some form of risk,
whether that be the risk associated with protesting, knocking on doors, or other
forms, and girls and young women could be warier of taking on that risk due to
the associated gendered violence that could arise.

The third demographic factor | looked at is education level. Thus, my third
research question was: does a person’s education level affect the likeliness of a
youth being involved in activism, and is this different from the population at
large? | wanted to look at education to determine whether higher education is
correlated with higher activism, because of broader opportunities, whether lower

education is correlated with higher activism, or if there is no correlation at all.



The fourth demographic | looked at is income, making my fourth research
question: does a person’s income affect the likeliness of a youth being involved in
activism, and is this different from the population at large? This is an important
question because many forms of activism, from interning on a campaign to
planning a protest, are unpaid, which could prohibit lower-income young people
from becoming involved in activism. On the other hand, lower-income people
could be more motivated to be involved in activism in order to advocate for
themselves and a change in conditions for low-income people like themselves.

My final research question was the overarching conclusion of my previous
four research questions: are the reasons why young people engage in activism
different based on race, gender, income, and education? | answered this question
using a mix of quantitative and qualitative resources. | relied on the previous four
questions for quantitative reasoning, while also relying on a survey | fielded
which was answered by youth activists who were involved in the 2020 Ed Markey
for US Senate Campaign. The survey portion allowed me to more deeply
understand the direct factors behind why a young person chooses to become
civically engaged by giving youth activists the ability to answer more specific
questions about their experiences, as well as explain their answers. The survey
focused solely on youth activists who were involved in the 2020 Markey
Campaign in order to provide a distinct sample of young people who have been

involved in progressive activism.



Implications

This study has both theoretical and political implications. It has theoretical
importance because youth activism, going beyond voting, has rarely been studied
on this scale, as the large majority of the literature on young people and forms of
civic engagement are related to voting patterns or small organizations. When it
has been studied, the results are often either outdated or are too specific. There are
a number of papers that have looked at specific case studies about one campaign
or one protest, but very little that focused on such a vast scale as the study | am
doing.

This study also has political importance, because it will allow campaigns
and activist organizations to better recruit, support, and maintain young activists.
Right now, there is little empirical evidence for organizations to rely on to attract
and preserve youth activists, so this study will provide a new tool in the political
and campaign world. Young people are the powerhouses behind many activist
movements, and without them, many campaigns would not be able to function.
Many campaigns and other activist spaces promote overworking, and by being
able to find more youth activists, campaigns will hopefully become a more
welcoming and sustainable place for more young people.

| am personally interested in this topic because | have spent much of my
time as a young person participating in activism, everything from working on
campaigns, to protesting, to working for elected officials. | have seen disparities
among youth activists based on race, income, level of education, and gender, and

am curious to find out whether my experiences translate to youth activism in the



United States as a whole. At the end of this project, | hope that campaigns and
activist spaces will be able to use my findings to continue finding new youth
activists and supporting young people who are already making their voices heard.
The outline for the subsequent chapters will follow that of a traditional
paper or thesis. My next chapter discusses what scholarship already exists in
relation to youth activism, and how it could be better, through a Literature
Review. In the following chapter | describe my methodology in greater detail than
in this introduction. The next four chapters discuss my analytical findings,
moving through each demographic factor. The next chapter is of regressions,
which shows the effect each demographic factor has when controlling for other
factors. Finally, I summarize my findings and include my thoughts on where the

literature should continue growing in my Conclusion.



Chapter 2: Literature Review

Review and Evaluation of Scholarly Literature

Youth Activism as a Whole

Youth activism is an incredibly important topic, and one that has been
overlooked by many researchers, who often think of young people as not
important in political conversations. In reality, young people are critical parts of
civic engagement, activism, and politics. Some experts have realized this, and
thus there is some research on the topic of youth activism. Rogers defines youth
activism as “the systematic development of youth power to confront inequities
that negatively affect young people and their communities” (Rogers, 2012). I
agree with this definition and use it in the rest of my thesis, with the specification
that a lot of issues are at least tangentially related to inequality and young people,
even if not directly so. Youth activism is related to civic engagement, which
Gibson and Levine define as “a process through which young people acquire the
knowledge, skills, and identities to interact effectively with their fellow
community members and participate in political institutions” (Gibson and Levine,
2003). Civic engagement and youth activism are similar because they are both
systematic and are centered around forms of engagement. Despite these
similarities, youth activism and civic engagement are not the same thing because
civic engagement is more about “acquir[ing] ... knowledge” and “participat[ing]
in political institutions,” whereas youth activism is more centered on “youth

power” and “confront[ing] inequities” (Gibson and Levine, 2003).



There are two main theories about how young people become involved in
youth activism. The first is the youth deficit model, which argues that “adults
need to politically socialize young people,” meaning that adults need to encourage
young people to be involved in activism, whereas the other model argues that
“young people are politically active and actively involved in their own political
socialization” (Earl, Maher, and Elliot, 2017). Through synthesizing and
comparing large amounts of research done on the subject, Earl, Maher, and Elliot
argue that the second model is the more accurate one based on their research,
which showed that young people long have influenced each other to become
involved in activism without adult influence. This is also supported by other
academics, such as Kahne, who showed that youth activism and protests have
been effective in building large coalitions and creating change in their
communities (Kahne and Middaugh, 2012). A third, less prominent model to
describe youth activism is a philosophical theory that youth activism is not about
collective action, but rather about the product of personal choices (Puggioni,
2018). Puggioni is the most prominent author behind this theory, and their work
relies on existentialism and philosophy, especially that of Jean-Paul Sartre.
Despite their references to philosophy, Puggioni provides no empirical, non-
theoretical evidence to back their claim. While Puggioni’s model on its own does
not have much importance in comparison to the previous two models discussed,
especially the theory that young people politically socialize themselves, the
concept of choices as a factor behind youth activism could exist. There could be

an economic-based model of youth engagement that focuses on young people as
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individual actors who weigh the costs and benefits before deciding whether to
engage.

Literature has found that today’s young adults are less likely to be
involved in civic engagement and activism than both today’s older adults and
previous generations of young adults (Flanagan and Levine, 2010). Gordon argues
that this is in part because young people have less physical mobility, as they are
often reliant on parents for both transportation and financial support, which is
necessary to participate in many forms of activism, than older adults (Gordon,
2008). This lack of mobility could change in the coming years due to the
increased use of social media and the internet as avenues for activism. Gray-
Hawekins showed that consuming information from social media can be a
precursor to social involvement (Gray-Hawkins, 2018). Social media can also
increase voter turnout, which can be a first step towards larger activist
involvement. Green found that receiving regular updates about an election from a
friend on Facebook can increase youth turnout by 23%-31.2% (Green and Gerber,
2019). This is important, because it suggests that young people can influence each
other to take more steps towards engagement with their communities, which can
lead to becoming involved in activism.

A final note about more general research on youth activism is that
leadership in youth activist organizations can affect which young people become
involved and are retained in youth activist organizations. Altbach argues that
student leadership in youth activism is driven by ideology, and that leaders are

often more radical and involved than other members of the organization (Altbach,



1989). One critique of Altbach’s argument is that he does not provide enough data
to back up his claims about who the leaders are in youth activist movements.
Despite this, activist organizations still can bring new young people into their
ranks, and keep them there, regardless of their ideology. Kirshner argues that
there are four aspects of learning in youth activism that help build youth activist
power. He says that those elements are collective problem solving, youth-adult
interaction, exploration of alternative frames for identity, and bridges to academic
and civic institutions (Kirshner, 2007). This is supported by other researchers,
such as Kwon, who found that support from adults, providing paths to form
identities around injustice, and giving young people tools to engage with outside
institutions about those injustices was a successful way for a youth organization to
engage and retain young activists (Kwon, 2008). Regardless of if leadership in
youth activist organizations are more radical than the other members, groups can
use education and support to foster welcoming environments for more young

activists.

Activism and Race
There is a long history of race and activism, both activism about race and
the racial dynamics within activist spaces that are not explicitly about race. People
of color who have been systematically excluded from official political institutions
have created their own in order to address their community’s most pressing issues
(Rogers et al., 2012). Kwon found that direct action, political workshops, and

community-organized campaigns were especially effective for mobilizing youth
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of color because they lead to collective awareness of injustice, which can lead to
further activism and collective action (Kwon, 2008). While the general concept of
how to mobilize young people likely holds true regardless of race, Kwon’s
research shows that it is critical for young people to actually understand and be
passionate about the issue they are activated around, which often means
experiencing the injustice they are fighting against themselves, though her
research was limited to one specific organization. While Kwon showed paths to
activism for young people of color, those same motivators and injustices they are
fighting against, such as the criminalization of Black people, can serve as barriers
to participation for some people of color (Earl, Maher, and Elliot, 2017). This
shows that youth of color face higher barriers than white youth since white youth
do not need to overcome, namely institutionalized racism. These barriers could
mean that fewer youth of color are involved in activism than white youth, or they
could serve as motivators for young people of color to become involved in
activism. As Kwon discussed, it is important for young people to really “feel” the
issue they are fighting for, meaning that people of color would thus be more likely
than white people to want to become involved in anti-racist activism.

There is a long tradition of Black youth activism, both electoral and non-
electoral, with each generation of Black youth activists being shaped by the
conditions of their times (Franklin, 2016). One major example of this was the
Civil Rights Movement, where Black leaders created mass protest movements,
often led by young people, and successfully lobbied for the legal end of

segregation. Black youth activism is also shaped by family structures, as Black
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parents often foster a culture of resisting oppression which influences their
children (Gordon, 2010). This is another way in which Black youth might be
more likely to be involved in activism than non-Black youth who do not grow up
with the same familial culture of resisting oppression. The current generation of
Black youth activism is largely focused on criminal justice reform, and 2020, the
year | am focusing on in my research, was a major year for criminal justice-
related protests, meaning that there likely were a large number of Black youth
involved in activism that year.

Other studies have found similarities among Black youth organizing and
Latinx youth activism. Vélez found that Latinx youth activists were also
motivated by social justice and human rights, with one of their main aims being
mobilizing against racism (Vélez et al, 2008). This could suggest that there might
be similar levels of youth activism among Black and Latinx youth, since they
have similar, anti-racist, motivators. On the other hand, the barriers to
participation could be different, leading to different levels of participation in
activism among Black and Latinx youth. One reason why they could be different
is the effect of immigration-status on Latinx young people. Being an immigrant,
whether documented or not, creates new barriers, including to language, legal
status, and more. An example of this is that Hispanic voter turnout tends to be

significantly lower than white and Black turnout (Manuel Krogstad).
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Activism and Gender

Gender also plays a big role in which young people are involved in
activism. Much like race, gender presents ways to motivate young people and
creates barriers for them. While young women would likely be inclined to fight
for gender equality, based on their experiences, in addition to other areas of
activism, they are not always able to. Gordon found that, among young people
who wanted to be involved in activism, girls were less likely to actually be
involved than boys, in part because of parental pressures (Gordon, 2008). While
young adults face fewer parental restrictions than teenagers, young women likely
still experience some of that pressure that teenage girls do, especially if they are
still financially reliant on their parents. Not only did Gordon find that girls
perceive their parents as a barrier to participating in activism, but she also found
that the paths to activism were different between boys and girls, and that gender-
neutral tactics to increase youth activism will leave girls behind (Gordon, 2008).
This suggests that activist spaces that do not explicitly recruit and support young
women are likely to have fewer young women involved at all levels.

Another major barrier to participating in activism for young women is the
threat of violence. Caiazza found that the perceived threat to a person’s safety did
prevent some women from participating in civic engagement, especially among
wealthier women (Caiazza, 2005). While Caiazza’s research was on civic
engagement, not activism, and focused on adults as a whole rather than just young
adults, her findings likely apply to young women and activism as well. This is

because young women face the same, if not greater, threats to safety.



Additionally, activism often involves some level of being in public, whereas civic
engagement as she defines it can be more private. For instance, she defines going
to a yoga class as civic engagement, and while there is some risk posed by being
in public, it is not as much as knocking doors, which means interacting with
strangers in a private place or making phone calls for a campaign, which often
requires using your personal phone number, thus sharing it with the people you
are calling. One important thing to note, though, is that a person’s perceived
safety threat was a larger barrier for upper-class women than people with lower
socio-economic statuses because lower-income women could not rely on safety as
a resource (Caiazza, 2005). One other factor behind this finding could be that
lower-income women “feel” the issues they are advocating for through activism
more than higher-income women, because higher-income women face fewer
systemic inequities than lower-income women do, which Kwon showed was an
important part of motivating young adults to activism (Kwon, 2008).

Not only do young women face barriers to activism through perceived
threats to their safety and parental pressures, but many activist spaces tend to
ignore gender identity, which hurts young women. Taft found that general activist
identities do not value gender as an identity, which forces young women to do
more work to “fit in” with the activist spaces they are in, which often means
assuming a less feminine identity (Taft, 2010). By placing these extra, unspoken
responsibilities and pressures of changing your identity, young women are once
again faced with barriers, even after they have overcome the barriers to entry into

activism. This is just another reason why young girls are less likely to be involved
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with activism, because even if they were at one point, they would be less likely to

be retained due to these gendered pressures.

Activism and Education

Youth activism has strong connections to education. One way activism
and education are connected is that schools provide a good place for activism to
be fostered and take place, both by giving a physical location for youth activists to
meet and because schools are often the targets of protests (Gordon, 2010).
Additionally, Rogers found that youth activism is often related to school policies
(Rogers et al, 2010). While his arguments are sound, they are somewhat out of
date. It would not be surprising if the connection between youth activism and
schools as a location of activism has decreased over the past decade. A few
reasons for this could be the increase of online activism and the youth-centered
movements involved in national politics following the election of Donald Trump.
This is not to say that activism located directly on school grounds has completely
disappeared. For instance, schools have been a frequent location for gun control
protests in the past decade.

Despite the chance that schools might not play the same role of being the
location of youth activism as they used to, it is undeniable that the level of
education people have plays a major part in their likelihood to be involved with
youth activism. Even on the low end of civic engagement, education is the largest
factor that influences youth voter turnout, with more highly educated young adults

being more likely to vote than non-highly educated young adults (Pacheco, 2008).
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Not only are college-educated young adults more likely to vote, but college
students can be influenced to vote through on-campus campaigns. Ulbig found
that holding a voter registration drive on college campuses does increase the
likelihood of the young person turning out to vote in the next election (Ulbig and
Waggener, 2011). This finding has important conclusions for youth activism,
because it shows that college students can be influenced to become more civically
involved, and that college campuses are likely good places to mobilize new youth
activists.

One major reason why having higher education influences civic
engagement and youth activism is that, as argued by Flanagan, colleges and
universities provide important institutional opportunities for civic engagement and
youth activism, and that no comparable institution exists for young adults who do
not attend college (Flanagan and Levine, 2010). This finding is also supported by
many other studies, which show that youth activism is more common at elite
colleges (Earl, Maher, and Elliot, 2017). Later in my thesis, | expect my findings
to support these conclusions that young adults who do not attend college are less

likely to be involved in youth activism than young adults who do attend college.

Activism and Income
Besides education, income is another important factor that influences
youth activism, in part because it influences the likelihood of a young person
attending higher education. Altbach, claims that leaders of student activist

movements tend to come from affluent backgrounds, even in comparison with the
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rest of the student population (Altbach, 1989). But the same critiques of his
previous argument about who the leaders are in activist movements still apply,
because he does not provide enough data to back up his claims. While my thesis
does not directly look at leadership within youth activism, | did look at whether
the income of young people involved in activism differs from the incomes of
young people not involved in activism. If my findings were to show that people
with higher incomes are more likely to have participated in youth activism, it
could show some support for Altbach’s claims, though more generalized.

A number of authors have found that having a higher income does
predispose young people towards being involved in activism. Flanagan and
Levine found that income contributes to opportunity gaps, with people with lower
incomes having fewer opportunities for civic engagement and activism (Flanagan
and Levine, 2010). Pacheco also found that higher income influences activism
and civic engagement because socio-economic status affects people’s access to
information and whether their parents had been involved with activism, with
higher incomes being associated with more information availability and an
increased likelihood a parent had been involved in activism (Pacheco, 2008). This
was also supported by Nickerson, who found that voter registration drives are
especially effective among poorer people because they lowered the costs to
registration and voting (Nickerson, 2015). While Nickerson focused on voting,
not activism, his findings are important because voting can be a first step towards

more civic engagement or activism.



Not only do young people with higher familial incomes find it easier to
become involved in activism, they do not face as many barriers while doing it.
Gordon found that middle-class students were not as hard pressed to show
credibility, meaning that their demands and methods were more accepted by other
people, especially adults and those in power, meaning that they did not need to
rely on adults as much (Gordon, 2010). If young people are forced to rely on
adults for credibility, they may be less likely to continue participating in youth
activism because a lack of credibility could lead to people to feel discouraged.
Since Gordon showed that low-income people are more likely to be denied
credibility themselves, this creates another barrier for lower-income young adults

to become and stay involved in youth activism.

My Contribution

While previous research has touched on who is involved in youth
activism, no single study I found was able to look at the demographic variables of
a large number of youth activists and compare them to non-activists. While
studying youth voter turnout is important, and can be a precursor to later activism,
asking which young people vote and why does not answer the question which
young people are involved in youth activism and why. Similarly, smaller-scale
studies that look at specific youth activist organizations provide some important
information about who is involved in certain kinds of youth activism. The
downside to those studies, though, is that they cannot always be considered

representative of youth activism in the United States as a whole. No single
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organization can tell us who is actually involved in youth activism. This is where
my thesis comes in: | more definitively answer who is involved with youth
activism by looking at thousands of youth activists and comparing them to young
adults who are not involved in activism. This allowed me to paint a more
complete picture of what actually causes young people to become involved in
youth activism.

Previous research has also infrequently focused on more than one
demographic variable at once. By looking at race, gender, education, and income,
| was able to paint a more thorough picture of the demographics of youth
activism. Not only has most of the previous research been limited in demographic
focus, but they also rarely compare their findings to older adults, which 1 did. It is
not only important to know who is involved in youth activism, but also how that

compares to older adults.

My research is not just about learning the demographics of youth activists.

It will also be useful for policy makers and campaigns, so that they can work to
make activism more accessible to a broader variety of young adults so that more

young people make their voices heard.
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Chapter 3: Methodology

Operational Definitions

The primary concept I studied is youth activism. | defined youth as people
aged 18-25. While people younger than 18 count as youth, there is not as much
data available on people under 18 due to the restrictions on studying minors and
because minors cannot vote. Since people cannot vote until they are 18 and
require parental consent to participate in studies and polls, it is difficult, and often
not feasible, to study people younger than 18. While | do believe that studying
people under 18 and their political behaviors and opinions to be incredibly
important, it is a limitation that | cannot overcome in this thesis.

| relied on two definitions to describe youth activism. The first is
theoretical and is based on a 2012 definition from Rogers. Rogers defines youth
activism as “the systematic development of youth power to confront inequities
that negatively affect young people and their communities” (Rogers, 2012). I used
this definition as a guiding force behind how I view activism in my study, with
the understanding that “inequities that negatively affect young people and their
communities” is quite broad. It is broad because different young people will view
what affects them differently. For instance, a young person might be involved in
activism for a conservative candidate for office due to their tax code preferences.
While at first glance it might seem like this is an issue that the tax code does not
directly affect young people, but if a young person is willing to fight for
something, it is clearly important to them and their conceptions of the society they

want to live in. Despite this being a satisfactory definition, it is difficult to
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operationalize it as is. Because of this, | further defined activism as participating
in specific activities, which are based on the data | used from the Cooperative
Election Study. The specific activities that | counted as activism are: attend local
political meetings; put up a political sign; work for a candidate or campaign;
attend a political protest, march or demonstration; contact a public official; or
donate money to a candidate, campaign, or political organization. All of these
activities can be seen to fall within the Rogers definition as they, to varying

degrees, are related to advocating for a change a young person sees as important.

Data

The primary source of data | used for my first four research questions was
the 2020 Cooperative Election Study, which is a survey administered every year
by and is well-respected (Ansolabehere and Rivers). All of their codebooks and
data are available for download off of their website, and thus any researcher can
use it. The 2020 wave had 61,000 total respondents, including 7,000 respondents
aged 18-25. The sample size of people 18-25 was much smaller than that of
people older than 25, meaning that times when there is no statistical significance
among young people when there are among old people. That sometimes might not
actually reflect a real change as people grow older but a sampling issue, as a
smaller sample size requires a larger real difference to reach statistical
significance. The primary question | relied on asks whether the respondent had

participated in a variety of activities in the past year.! The specific activities it

1 Variable name: CC20_430a
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asked about are the same ones | used above to define activism. Additionally, the
survey included a number of demographic questions. | will go into more detail
about the specifics of each demographic question in their respective subsequent
sections.

The secondary source of data I used is a survey | fielded to former fellows
of the 2020 Ed Markey for U.S. Senate Campaign.? The survey was sent to all 400
former fellows, and asked them demographic questions, questions about what
kinds of activism they had been involved in, and their views of how their
demographic identities had influenced their activism. It included multiple choice,
select-all, and free response questions. | went through the free response questions
to determine what themes were present in each response, and created a dataset of
more reasoning behind why people had been involved in youth activism. The
survey | fielded complemented the data | used from the CES. The CES had larger
numbers of respondents, which is important, but my survey allowed me to ask

more specific, free-response questions about experiences in activism.

Research Questions

Activism and Demographic Variables
My first research question concerned the effects of race on youth activist
participation. Based on my literature review, | hypothesized that white people

would be more involved in youth activism than people of color, especially kinds
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“intern.” They were involved in all areas of the campaign, including field work, communications,

digital, and finance.
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of activism that require more time or money to be expended. | hypothesized this
based on research showing that white people tend to face fewer barriers to
activism, both monetarily, timewise and through physical safety.

To test this, [ used the CES’s race question to determine what the rates of
activism are among young people compared to older adults when separated by
race. The CES gave eight options for respondents to select their race: White,
Black, Hispanic, Asian, Native American, Middle Eastern, two or more races, or
Other.2 I just focused on White, Black, Hispanic, and Asian respondents due to
smaller amounts of respondents of the other groups. | weighted the data using the
weights the CES provides, then found the percentage of young adults of each race
who reported having done any version of activism, then compared the results to
older adults. Then, I created a subset of the data of people who responded saying
they had participated in at least one form of activism, referring to them as
activists. From there, | looked at three different kinds of activism: working on a
campaign, protesting, and donating to a campaign or organization. | followed the
same methods as for general activism, comparing the rates of participation in each
of the three specific forms of activism among young and older adult activists
when separated by race. Doing this allowed me to see whether kinds of activism
that require more resources, both of time and money, were more likely to be done
by white people than people of color. By comparing younger adults to older
adults, I was also able to determine whether racial disparities are similar among

all adults, or whether they only appear in one group or the other.

3 Variable name: race



My second research question concerned the effect of gender on youth
activist participation. | hypothesized that women would be less likely to
participate in activism than men, based on the effect of safety perceptions
differing between men and women, in addition to cultural factors that influence
girls and women to be less willing to go against their parents’ wishes to
participate in activism. My methodology for this question remained the same as
for race and activism, just using gender instead of race. The CES gave two
options for gender: male and female, meaning that these were the two categories |
used.* The categories are limiting, as they do not include all gender identities, but
it is a limitation I could fully overcome with this data. If it were possible, | would
have included other gender identities in my analysis.

The third causal demographic variable | looked at was education. |
hypothesized that people with higher education would be more likely to have been
involved in activism than people with less education. | hypothesized this based on
research that has shown that education is a major factor in civic engagement and
activism. | used the same methods as for race and gender but using three levels of
education: no college experience, some college, and college graduate.®

The fourth and final demographic | looked at was income. Based on the
research presented in my literature review, | hypothesized that people with higher
familial incomes would be more likely to participate in activism than people with
lower incomes, especially kinds of activism that require expending more time,

energy, or money. | hypothesized this because people with higher incomes are

4 Variable name: gender
5 Variable name: educ
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more likely to have free time to do activism during, in addition to having more
resources that could make participating in activism easier. For instance, if a
person is able to afford a car, they could more easily attend a political meeting or
protest than a person who has to rely on public transit. | broke income into five
general categories: Under $30,000; $30,000 to $49,999; $50,000 to $99,999;
$100,000 to $199,000; or $200,000 or more.® One potential limitation with this
data is that some young people might be relying on their parents for money
whereas others might not, and the amount of money they actually have the ability
to spend might not be accurately portrayed. For instance, a college student who is
working a job and earns $2,000 from it, but whose family makes over $200,000
might report their income as being either under $30,000 or $200,000 or more.
Despite this, | still looked to see whether there were any relationships between the
amount of money respondents report their family to earn and participating in

activism by running a regression to see the independent effect of each variable.

Synthesizing My Findings: Answering the “Why” Question
The final step in my research was to answer why certain people are more
likely to be involved in youth activism than others. In addition to using the
research of my previous research questions, | turned to the survey I fielded. |
tracked trends and themes present in free-response questions, which asked
respondents how they think certain demographic variables and policy opinions

have affected their decision to be involved in activism. This was a primarily

6 Variable name: faminc_new
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qualitative analysis and was more limited in scope than the CES data because its
sample was only young people who worked on a specific, progressive campaign
in the Northeast. Despite this, the findings from it can be extended to apply to
other progressive youth activists and organizations. Considering that young
people are disproportionately more liberal than conservative, especially in
comparison to older people, the findings from my survey apply to a significant

portion of youth activism.

Regression
| created an OLS regression to determine the independent effect each
demographic variable had on activism while controlling for other demographic
variables. | created a regression for each activism question: general activist
participation, number of activism-related activities among all respondents,
number of activism-related activities among activists, rates of campaigning, rates

of protesting, and rates of donating.
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Chapter 4: Race

Race is one of the most important demographic variables in politics,
especially within activism. Frequently, activism focuses on topics that are at least
somewhat, if not directly, related to race, such as police brutality, voting rights,
and systemic racism. But race does not come up in activism only in terms of the
areas and issues being targeted by activists. Race is also important when looking
at the demographics of activists. It is critical to look at who is participating in
activism while taking race into account, otherwise people cannot have a complete
picture of which voices are being amplified, and which voices are being silenced,
by activism, both among young and older adults. In this chapter, I delve into the
numbers, looking at what proportion of different races participate in youth
activism, and how that compares to older generations. Then | look at how much
activism people of different races do, and how specific kinds of activism
(campaigning, protesting, and donating) vary in the racial makeup of their
activists.

Because of its large sample size, the CES is a particularly good source for
comparing racial and ethnic groups. The CES includes 1831 Asian respondents,
6952 Black respondents, 5180 Hispanic respondents, and 44128 white
respondents. There were 6700 total respondents aged 18-25, including 385 Asian
respondents, 1174 Black respondents, 939 Hispanic respondents, and 4202 white
respondents, plus respondents of other, smaller racial groups, which is not
considered in this analysis due to there being too few respondents. Among older

adults (those older than 25), there were 1446 Asian respondents, 5778 Black

28



29

respondents, 4241 Hispanic respondents, and 39926 white respondents. These

numbers have been weighted in all the following analyses.

Activist Participation of Any Kind

The first step in understanding the racial diversity of youth activists is to
look at what percent of different races reported participating in any form of
activism, as defined in my Methods chapter. As a whole, young adults have
similar rates of activism regardless of their race. The only statistically significant
difference among young people is that white young people are slightly more
likely to be involved in activism than Hispanic young people. Among respondents
who answered the questions related to activism, 41% of white young adults
reported participating in any form of activism and 28% of Hispanic young adults
reported the same, for a difference of 13 percentage points. Differences in rates of
activism among white, Black, and Asian young adults are insignificant. In
comparison, older white adults were more likely to report having been involved in
activism than older Black, Hispanic, or Asian adults by over 16 percentage points,
with the difference being much larger than the difference between White and
Hispanic young adults.’

This is important, because it shows that the racial disparity in activism
primarily appears among older adults. This disparity could have two causes. It
could be that it gets worse as adults grow older, meaning that when people who

are currently older were younger, the disparity did not exist. Alternately, the

" To see exact numbers, see Appendix 1a



disparities might have always existed among the older generations, meaning that
the same disparity existed when current older generations were younger. While
this does not show that individual youth activist spaces are more integrated than
activist spaces of older adults, there are similar proportions of young people
involved in activism, largely regardless of race. It is important to remember,
though, that Hispanic youth still do have lower levels of participation in activism,
meaning that youth activist spaces need to do a better job at recruiting,
supporting, and retaining Hispanic youth activists. While many forms of activism
are primarily individual choices, organizations can influence people to partake in
certain activities by creating opportunities and making them enticing. Just because
the disparities among young adults are not as large as older adults does not mean
that youth activist spaces can ignore race. Youth activists must make sure that
their recruitment practices, and their methods of supporting existing activists,

supports people of all races, especially Hispanics.

Percent of Each Racial Group Involved In Activism

40.0%
30.0%
20.0% 4
10.0% 4
0.0% ~ I

T T T
Asian Black Hispanic White
Race

Percent of Population

30



One potential reason why there are varying amounts of racial disparities
among younger and older people is the tension between factors that inspire people
to become involved with activism and factors that can act as barriers to
participation in activism for people of color (Gordon, 2010; Rogers, et al. 2012).
One example of this is that Hispanic people might be inclined to become involved
in immigration-related activism due to their community, but their community
could also provide barriers, such as the fear of deportation. This influence could
be present since there are relatively similar rates of activism among youth
activists. It is notable that the barriers to participation for people of color could be
greater, or inspiration to become involved in activism smaller, among older
people of color, leading to the larger racial differences among older activists.

In general, age did not cause a statistically significant difference within
racial groups, except among white people. 41% of young white people reported
participating in at least one form of activism, whereas 47% of older white people

reported the same, for a difference of 6 percentage points.

Amount of Activism Among All Respondents
We cannot just look at who participated in any activism, but it is also
important to look at how many kinds of activism people are involved in. While |
was not able to measure the amount of time a person spent participating in

activism, | was able to determine the number of different kinds of activism-related
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activities a person participated in, which is represented in the following graph,

among all respondents.®

Average Number of Activism Types by Race
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Once again, the only statistically significant difference between young and
older people in a single race is among white people, with white people older than
25 participating in slightly more kinds of activism than white people aged 18-25.
Additionally, the same pattern of the only statistically significant difference
among young people was between white young adults and Hispanic young adults.
White young people averaged 0.83 kinds of activities, whereas Hispanic young
people averaged 0.53 kinds of activities. This means that, white young people, on
average, participated in 0.3 more kinds of activities than Hispanic young people.
Despite most of the differences in the graph not being statistically significant, the

basic pattern is very similar as the previous graph.

8 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 1b.
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Whereas the only statistically significant difference among young people
was between white people and Hispanic people, white older adults reported
participating in significantly more kinds of activism than Asian, Black, and
Hispanic older adults.White older adults, on average, report participating in 0.4
more kinds of activism than people of color do. This once again shows that racial
disparities are larger among older adults than young adults in terms of activist
participation. The same pattern of white older adults having statistically
significant differences from Asian, Black, and Hispanic older adults, and white
younger adults only being statistically significantly different from Hispanic young
people, was present in both the number of kinds of activism, as shown here, and
among simply reporting any participation in activism, as shown above. In all
likelihood, the reasons for these differences among the number of kinds of

activism are the same as for reporting any activism involvement.

Amount of Activism Among Activists
| also looked at the average number of kinds of activism people
participated in, among only people who participated in at least one form of
activism, which is represented in the graph below.®
As you can see in the figure, there is no statistically significant difference
in the number of activities young activists reported participating in. On the other
hand, white older adults once again reported being involved in more kinds of

activities than older people of color, by 0.2-0.3 activities. This could suggest that,

% To see exact numbers, see Appendix 1c.
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while there are barriers to participating in activism, more youth activists are
supported in continuing their activism based on race, leading to the lack of
differences between races of youth activists, while those differences continued to
exist among older activists. There also was no difference between older and
younger activists within races, as there were among all white people for activist
participation and number of kinds of activities. This is interesting, because it
shows that the age differences observed among all respondents go away once we

only consider activists. What this cannot account for, though, is the amount of
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time activists spend per kind of activism, meaning that we cannot for sure say that
younger and older activists spend the same amount of time actively doing

activism.
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Campaigning

Not all forms of activism are the same. One way some youth choose to
become politically engaged, and even make their careers, is through campaigning.
While working on a political campaign is one of the most obvious forms of
activism, it is also incredibly time-consuming and does not pay well (Bernard
Koteen Office of Public Interest Advising, 2019). People of color, especially
Black and Hispanic people, have disproportionately lower levels of wealth than
white people (Bhutta et al., 2020). The function of payment while working on a
campaign could influence who participates in it in two ways. It may increase the
likelihood of people of color campaigning, as it does pay whereas other forms of
activism do not. However, the opposite effect may be seen as the pay is minimal
in comparison to the amount of emotional and physical labor required of
campaign staffers. This would mean that people without outside financial support
or wealth to supplement their official income, largely people of color in
comparison to white people, would be less likely to work on a campaign.

The following graph shows the percent of self-reported activists who
reported working on a campaign in the previous year.'° The data do not specify
whether specific respondents were paid for working on a campaign. So while
either effect of payment could be present, my findings cannot determine whether
payment influences were present and whether one influence was larger than the
other. Regardless, there was no statistically significant difference in the rates of

campaigning among the subset of young people who had participated in at least

10 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 1d.
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one form of activism. There were low rates of campaigning among all races,
which is unsurprising because it is much more time-intensive than other forms of
activism, as it generally entails working on a campaign as a full-time job, rather
than taking an afternoon to protest or attend a community meeting.

The only statistically significant difference by age is among white people,
with young white people being more likely to work on a campaign than older
white people. 17% of white young adult activists reported working on a
campaign, whereas only 11% of older white activists reported working on a
campaign, meaning that 6 percentage points more young white activists working
on campaigns than older white activists. The difference between younger and
older Black activists is also quite large, 7 percentage points, but the error bar for
Black youth is large, due to the sample size. Most likely, Black youth are more
likely to volunteer or work on campaigns than older Black adults. It is not
surprising that more young people work on campaigns than older people.
Campaigns often require working long hours with few days off. People who work
on campaigns professionally often move out of the campaign world as they get

older and into different professions due to the large amount of work and minimal
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pay. This shows that conventional wisdom about campaigns being staffed
primarily by young people does play out in reality.

It is not clear exactly why there are no racial differences within age groups
in the level of campaigning. This could be because there are stronger incentives
for people of color to campaign, including the possibility of making a living from
activism. This should be studied more in the future to determine what actually
causes the relatively equal spread of campaigning among different races of youth

activists.

Protesting
Protesting is another very visible form of activism. It can vary from one
person standing on one corner with a sign one afternoon, to mass movements that
spread across continents. Since this survey was conducted in late 2020, it would

be likely that young people of color, especially young Black people, would have
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higher rates of protesting considering the mass Black Lives Matter protests that
occurred in Summer 2020.

Much like campaigning, there was no statistically significant difference in
protest behavior among youth activists.'* Not only is there no statistical
significance, it is also interesting that essentially everyone between 18 and 25
protests at the same rate, regardless of their race. Additionally, the only
statistically significant difference based on age was among white people. 37% of
white young activists reported participating in a protest, whereas only 17% of
older white activists reported attending at least one protest. With 20 percentage
points more younger white activists protesting than older white activists, young
white activists are over twice as likely to protest as their older counterparts.

The large difference in the amount of white activists who attended a
protest is likely due to older white activists not protesting. Older white activists
are less likely to attend a protest than older Hispanic activists by 5 percentage
points. This was unlike campaigning, in which there was no statistically
significant difference in campaign participation based on race. Young activists, on
the other hand, were consistent in there being no statistically significant difference
in either campaign or protest behavior based on race. As shown previously, older
white people were more likely to participate in activism, and more participate in
more kinds of activism. This means that protesting sticks out like a sore thumb,
with it being the only category in which white older people had the lowest

participation rate. This could be due to older white people feeling less compelled

11 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 1e.
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to participate in protests in 2020, many of which surrounded racial justice. But not
all protests in 2020 were directly related to racial justice, and not all were pro-
Black Lives Matter, meaning that older white adults, who would be more
conservative-leaning, would have the opportunity to protest as well.

It is also interesting that there was a statistically significant difference of
protest participation between young and older Black activists. Considering many
of the protests that happened in 2020 were related to Black Lives Matter, it is
surprising that there was a difference in protesting by age, as the appeals of the
protests in terms of content and the message they were fighting for should have
been the same for older and younger Black activists. If there were influences that
affected people’s desire to protest based on age, one would have expected to see
statistically significant differences between young and older Asian and Hispanic

activists, which was not present. This could be due to high levels of
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criminalization of Black people, especially in relation to protests. Maybe older
Black activists were less willing to take the risks associated with protesting than
younger Black activists, regardless of the protest’s topic. It could also be due to
the Black Lives Matter Movement, which was one of the main protest movements

in 2020, and their leaders being predominantly young.

Donating

One easier form of activism is donating to campaigns and organizations.
While some people might not consider it a form of activism, | am looking at it
because it can give us a view into how activism is affected when it directly
involves losing money. Additionally, donating is an easier form of activism than
campaigning or protesting, as you can often do so online, where it can take only a
few minutes and a couple of presses of buttons. | continue to look specifically at
the activist population, or people who reported doing at least one form of
activism.

On average, young people are less likely to donate than older people.*?
This is not surprising, as people tend to increase wealth and expendable income
throughout their life, whereas many young people will be just starting their
careers, and likely have limited savings. This difference is only statistically
significant within a single race among White and Black people though. Only 37%
of young Black activists reported donating to a campaign, candidate, or

organization, whereas 52% of older Black activists reported the same, for a total

12 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 1f.
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difference of 15 percentage points. There is a similar pattern among white
activists, with 51% of young white activists reported making a donation, whereas
63% of older adults making at least one donation, for a difference of 12
percentage points. Despite young activists being less likely to donate than older
activists, young activists were still more likely to report having donated than
campaigning or protesting.

One other thing that is interesting is that there is no statistically significant
difference among young people based on race, whereas there are among older
activists. Older Asian activists are more likely to donate than all other older
adults. Older Asian activists are 17 percentage points more likely to donate at
least once than older Black activists. Additionally, at least 11 percentage points

more older white activists donate than older Black activists. There was no
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statistically significant difference between Black and Hispanic older adults or
Hispanic and white older adults.

This is not that surprising, considering the economic circumstances people
of different races fall into. As discussed earlier, Black and Hispanic people often
have lower incomes and less wealth than Asian and White people do. Thus, the
differences in donation behavior likely stems not from the minimal amount of

time it takes, but from the fact that it inherently requires giving up money.

Ed Markey Campaign Survey Results

70% of respondents to my survey of former Ed Markey Campaign fellows
were white, which while being an overwhelming majority, is still less than
Massachusetts as a whole, which is 80.6% white (US Census). Regardless, it is
still important to recognize that many of the fellows who worked on the Ed
Markey Campaign were white, despite Ed Markey supposedly championing racial
justice. Many people said that their race impacted their decision to become
involved in activism, with there being two main trends in responses. White people
often said that they wanted to use their white privilege to combat racism. People
of color often brought up their lived experiences of racism and discrimination as a
factor being them wanting to become involved in activism.

One white respondent said that “[they’re] white and [they] know that
comes with a lot of privilege and [they] feel as though it is [their] responsibility to
better the world and make it a more equitable place.” Another white respondent

wrote that “understanding [their] white privilege and the ways white supremacy
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functions in the world led [them] to want to support progressive political
campaigns fighting for equity and justice.” These two responses are representative
of how young white activists in progressive politics saw their race as impacting
their decision to become involved in activism. Unsurprisingly due to the Ed
Markey Campaign being a progressive campaign that was running to the left of
his opponent in the Democratic Primary, no white respondents said their race
impacted their decision to become involved in activism because they felt their
whiteness was threatened. Other white activists in non-progressive or non-liberal
spaces might be influenced by this and other racist tropes in their decision to
become politically active.

People of color primarily said that their lived experiences of racism and
discrimination drove them to activism. One respondent wrote that “[they’re]
Middle Eastern, and [their] ancestral homeland is constantly facing exploitation
and colonialism by Western countries. While politicians across the ideological
spectrum in the US support this, shifting the dialogue to the left overall awakens
people's political consciousness.” Another wrote that “Puerto Ricans are stateless
and have little opportunity to overcome intergenerational oppression.” A third
respondent wrote that “being a POC in a predominantly white community has
always made [them] feel like an outsider, progressive coalitions tend to bring
together everyone who feels like an outsider so [they] have always been attracted
to progressive activism.” I think it is interesting that while white people
responded in fairly generic terms about white privilege and racism, people of

color tended to have a stronger connection to issues facing their individual



communities. It is also important to recognize that the people of color who
responded to my survey were particularly drawn to progressive and leftist
activism. While that could not be representative of all people of color, it is
interesting that no white people connected racial justice to progressive activism,

whereas people of color did.

Concluding Thoughts

There were not many large disparities based on race within youth
activism, though they were there. The similar rates among young people for
almost every single category is especially important considering there were larger
racial differences in almost all of the activist behaviors among older adults. While
there was a slightly higher rate of white young people participating in activism
compared to Hispanic young people, that disparity was not as pronounced as the
white versus non-white racial disparity in activism among older adults. Among
young people, rates of activism that require more significant time and energy,
including campaigning and protesting, have lower rates of participation than those
that are more hobbyist, including donating, even among people who participated
in other forms of activism.

The inequality present in activism, both among young and older adults, is
a problem. When white people are more engaged, their voices will be more
prominent in politics. People of color deserve just as much of a voice in politics as
white people, and activist spaces must do a better job at mitigating inequality and

promoting diversity. This means that, in order to increase the number of people
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involved in activism, and to make activism more racially equal, activist spaces,
both younger and older, need to do a better job at recruiting, supporting and

retaining activists of all races, in all areas of activism.
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Chapter 5: Gender

Besides race, gender is another demographic variable that affects activism
participation, and is often, though not always, a visible demographic factor.
Gender is also intertwined with the focuses many activists have, including gender-
based violence, reproductive justice, and gendered economic equality. But do all
genders participate in activism at similar rates? In this chapter, | will look at what
proportion of young men and women participate in activism, including in
comparison to older people. From there, I continued the same pattern of analysis
as | did in my previous chapter on race, looking at the amount of activism people
participate in, and the rates of participation in campaigning, protesting, and
donating based on gender and age.

The CES’s gender question only asks whether someone identifies as male
or female, which does not include all genders. This limits the potential of my
analysis, but it is an issue that cannot be solved in this thesis. For the sake of
convenience, I used “male” and “men” interchangeably, as well as “female” and
“women,” despite there being differences. The CES respondents include 25,791
males and 35,209 females. Among those 18-25, there are 2,556 males and 4,527
females. Among respondents over the age of 25, there were 23,235 males and
30,682 females. These numbers are unweighted, and all subsequent analysis and

proportions will be based on weighted statistics.
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Activist Participation of Any Kind
The first step in analyzing the effect of gender on participation in activism
IS to see what percentage of males and females report participating in activism of

any kind.3

Percent of Men and Women Involved In Activism
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Unlike race, in which there were few statistically significant differences
among young people, young men are significantly more likely to participate in
activism than young women, 11 percentage points to be exact. A similar, though
smaller, pattern is seen among older adults, with 7 percentage points more older

men participating in activism than older women. Additionally, there is a

13 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 2a.
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statistically significant difference among young and older women, whereas there
is not a difference between young and older men. 7 percentage points more older
women participate in activism than younger women.

This is important because it shows that age has a larger effect on activist
participation among women than men. One reason this could be the case could be
how parents and guardians affect young women. Girls are more likely than boys
to see their parents as barriers to participating in activism (Gordon childhood,
179). This factor would specifically affect the participation of young women in
activism, and considering there is both a difference between young men and
women, as well as between young and older women, this factor could very well
be present. Safety could be another factor that influences both young and older
women to be less likely to participate in activism (Caizza, 1608). Young women
are less likely than young men to participate in activism and older women are less
likely than older men to participate in activism, which is exactly what you would

expect if safety did influence women to be less likely to participate in activism.

Amount of Activism Among All Respondents
Even when people participate in activism, they do not necessarily
participate in the same amount of activism. In this next section, I analyze the
average number of activism-related activities among all respondents. While this
does not show the exact time spent on activism, people who participate in more

kinds of activism are likely to participate in activism more frequently.#

14 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 2b.



The pattern of men being more likely to participate in activism than women is
also present when looking at the number of activism-related activities people
participated in. Young women participate in an average of 0.57 activities, whereas
young men participate in an average of 0.90 activities, meaning that young men
participate in 0.33 more activities than young women. A similar, though smaller
difference is present among older people, with older women participating in 0.78
activities and older men participating in 0.92 activities. This difference shows that
older men participate in 0.14 more kinds of activism activities than older women.
Additionally, while there is no statistically significant difference in the number of
activities men participate in based on age, older women participate in an average
of 0.16 more activities than younger women.

The reasons for these differences are likely the same as the differences
among general activist participation. Women could be less likely to participate in
more activism due to concerns about safety (Caizza, 1608), and young women
specifically could be less likely to participate due to seeing their parents as
barriers to participating in more activism (Gordon, childhood, 179). Another
reason not discussed in the previous section that specifically pertains to the
amount of activism women, young women especially, participate in in
comparison to men could be that “an activist identity assumes an older and less

feminine identity” (Earl). Young women who decide to participate in activism
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could be dissuaded from participating in more kinds of activism because their

identity as a young woman is not only ignored, but looked down upon.

Amount of Activism Among Activists
It is also important to look at the number of kinds of activism activists,

rather than the general population, participate in.°

15 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 2c.
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What is really interesting is that, unlike the number of activities
participated in among all respondents, age only causes a statistically significant
difference among youth activists, not older activists. Young women activists
participate in an average of 1.78 kinds of activism, whereas young men activists
participate in an average of 2.10 kinds of activism, with that difference being 0.38
kinds of activism. Older women also participate in, on average, 0.22 more kinds
of activism than younger women. Gender does not have an effect among older
activists, and age does not have an effect among men activists. Since there was a
difference in the number of activities among all older adults based on gender,
whereas there was not a difference among activist older adults, this shows that the

difference among all older adults stems from there being fewer older women
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activists than older men activists, not the amount of activism-related activities
participated in.

Previous literature shows that gender can affect how likely women,
especially young women, are to participate in activism. This is shown in the
studies referenced earlier in this chapter about general activism, but gender is also
important in how it affects people who are already activists. Women tend to be
forced into activist roles that are more informal and have less leadership
(Whittier, 1997). This could cause women who are involved in activism to not
take part in other forms of activism, because they do not see their impacts
recognized or appreciated as much as men do. This factor very well could be
present in my findings, though specifically for young women. In conjunction with
Gordon’s theory of activist identities suppressing youth and femininity, these two
factors very well could have caused the difference in number of activities young
activist women do compared to young activist men.

Activist spaces must actively work to empower women, especially young
women, to participate in more kinds of activism. To ameliorate the gender
difference among overall activist participation, making women feel safer could be
an effective way to increase the number of women, young and old, who
participate in activism. It would also be beneficial for activist spaces to center
gender and age, rather than ignoring it. This could help women, especially young
women, feel like their identities are actually respected within activism, thus
increasing their willingness to participate in activism. Thirdly, activist spaces

should actively pursue gender equity in their leadership roles. While these steps
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will not immediately remove the barriers to activist participation for young

women, they will help.

Campaigning
Working on campaigns is a long-term way for people to make their voices
heard through activism, but campaigning is not always the most diverse of activist

spaces. 16

As the graph clearly shows, while young women and all older activists
report working on a campaign at similar levels, young men are almost twice as
likely as all other people to work on a campaign. Approximately 11 percentage
points of young activist women and older activists report working on a campaign,
whereas 21 percentage points of young activist men do so. It is interesting such a
large difference is seen specifically for campaigning. Among all of the gender
statistics, campaigning is the only one in which we see such a drastic outlier. It is
also intriguing because it is neither just age nor just gender that causes this effect;
rather, age and gender combine to cause young men to participate in campaigning
at much higher rates. While in general literature shows that men are often
prioritized within activist spaces in comparison to women, age also has an effect,

with older activists being prioritized over young ones (Earl). This data shows that

16 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 2d.



Percent of Activist Population

54

Percent of Activists Who Have Campaigned By Gender

20% A

10% 1

0% =

Fenl'lale Iu'IEIIIe
Gender

those patterns are not true in all forms of activism. If Earl’s theory was correct,
we would see older men with the highest levels of participation, which is clearly
not the case.

One reason why young men might be more likely than older activists to
participate in campaigning is that campaigning as a whole is a largely young
profession, in part due to the long hours and low pay. Despite this, it would not
fully explain why young activist women participate in campaigns not at the same
rate as young men but as older adults. The reason why young men participate at
much higher rates is likely a mix of different theories: campaigning being a
generally young profession, activist identities being skewed against femininity,
and the safety concerns associated with campaigning, including physical safety of
going door to door, often alone and at night, and using a personal phone number

to call many potential voters, which would likely affect young women the most.



Another potential explanation why young women are less likely to
campaign than young men could be due to political ambition and self-efficacy,
which are often factors that contribute to men being more likely than women to
run for office, and working on a campaign could be a way to explore running for
office later on. While these are potential explanations, none can be confirmed as
having a direct effect. Future research should be done specifically on gender and
campaigns to determine the role of gender and age in the participation of different
people on campaigns. In the meantime, campaigns must very seriously reckon
with the fact that young men participate in campaigns twice as often as young
women, and investigate their campaign culture and practices to ensure they are
welcoming to people of all genders, not just men.

Protesting

Protesting is one of the most visible forms of activism, often even more so

than working on campaigns, though it often takes less time and regular

commitment than working on a campaign does.*’

17 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 2e.
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Age clearly has a very large influence on whether people report
participating in a protest, with younger activists being twice as likely to protest
than older activists. Only 18 percentage points of older adult activists report
attending a protest, whereas 36 percentage points of young women and 37
percentage points of young men report participating in a protest. While this
difference is important in itself, it is even more interesting in comparison to the
results of activists working on campaigns. Whereas only young men were twice
as likely to campaign than all others, both young men and women were twice as
likely to protest than older men and women. In protesting, it is clearly age and not
gender that affects rates of participation. This is interesting, because protesting
can be a somewhat dangerous activity, which could have affected young women,

young white women especially, causing them to be less likely to participate in
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protests. It would be somewhat odd for perceptions of safety to have an effect
among campaigning but not protesting. One way that safety could have an
influence for both campaigning and protesting is that protesting is often among
larger groups, whereas campaigning can involve more individual work and one-
on-one interactions with people, including at night. This could cause young
women to be more afraid of campaigning than protesting, where they might
perceive having safety in numbers. But still, a lot of protesting can be dangerous,
which suggests that the reason why young women are less likely to campaign than
young men could be due to political ambition and self-efficacy rather than safety
concerns.

Earl’s theory of the general activist identity being more masculine and
older also appears to not be present among protesting. If it were, there would be
differences based on gender, which there are not, and older people might be more
likely to participate in protesting. One reason why it might not be present,
especially in comparison to campaigning, is that protesting can often be less
institutionalized, so there are fewer opportunities for a culture of maleness and
preference for older people to become ingrained. In a campaign, there are hiring
and firing decisions, whereas the majority of people participating in a protest are
there in an unofficial role, and might only be there for an hour or less, meaning

that they are not subjected to as many expectations of what an activist is.
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Donating
Donating to candidates or causes is a form of activism very different from
campaigning or protesting because it takes very little time, and requires having

expendable income. '8

Percent of Activists Who Have Donated By Gender
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Age, but not gender, affects whether an activist reports making at least one
donation. Unsurprisingly, age is a large determinant in whether an activist
donates, with older activists being more likely to donate than younger activists.
This is not surprising because older people tend to have larger incomes and more
accumulated wealth, making it easier for them to part with some money in order
to donate it. Within age groups, there was no statistical significance among older

or younger activists. This could potentially give some support for the previously

18 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 2f.
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discussed theories about security concerns affecting participation in activism.
Making a donation does not require incurring any large safety risks, whereas both
campaigning and protesting do. Because there are not any security risks
associated with donations, security as a factor cannot decrease women’s

participation.

Ed Markey Campaign Survey Results

Unlike campaigning in the US as a whole, there were more women than
men who responded to my survey on the Markey Campaign. This could be due to
women responding more to surveys, or it could be that there were more women
involved in the campaign. Gender was also the reason that the most people
selected as a reason behind why they became involved in activism. But unlike
race, in which white people recognized their privilege and wanted to use it to
disrupt white supremacy, very few men saw their gender as important, and even
fewer responded saying that they wanted to disrupt systems of gendered
oppression, including misogyny and sexism. One man did say that “[they] have
certain privileges based off [their] gender and [they] do my best to empathize and
help and understand others.” Another wrote that “being a man in a white
supremacist patriarchical state means working to make the world a more equitable
place than it is today.” Despite some men actively trying to eliminate gender-
based discrimination, it is interesting that the large majority of men said that their
gender did not affect their decision to become involved in activism, especially

considering the number of white people who said their race did.



Among non-men, there were a few common themes. Many cis women
remarked that the politicization of gender and bodies was an influence, with one
person saying that “growing up with [their] body autonomy a subject of public
debate made [them] want a voice in those debates.” Reproductive rights were also
important for some people, with one respondent writing that “[they] identify as
female and [they] constantly worry about the state of [their] reproductive rights in
the US.” Some cis women and many non-cis people remarked that transgender
and gender non-conforming rights were also important. One respondent wrote that
“being a gender noncomforming person, whether [they] like this fact or not, is
political. [They] can't walk down the street, into a room, apply for a job without
people knowing this about [them].” Much like race, gender can be something that
is visible, and can easily make people targets of discrimination. This can make
gender feel inherently political for people, and clearly causes many people,
especially those who are not cis-men, to want to become more involved in

activism, especially within progressive campaign spaces.

Concluding Thoughts
In general, both age and gender makes a difference in determining whether
someone will participate in activism. Women are less likely to participate in
activism than men, especially younger women, which is a problem. It is not okay
for activist spaces to be more male-dominated. Once looking specifically at
activists, the amount of kinds of activism a person participates in only is affected

by gender among young people, not older people. This means that activist spaces

60



need to be conscious of welcoming and integrating young people, especially
young women, into their communities, in order to decrease the inequality between
men and women within activism. One of the most interesting findings in this
chapter was that young men were twice as likely to work on a campaign than all
other activists, whereas the gender difference disappears for protesting, with age
being the only factor that influenced protest participation. This means that
campaigns specifically must investigate their culture, which likely prioritizes

masculinity as default and preferred.
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Chapter 6: Education

Education is a critically important and formative part of people’s lives,
and can have major effects on people’s activism. Schools provide a place for
activism to grow and take place, giving students access to activist networks that
can persist even past graduation (Gordon, 2010). Flanagan found that colleges
especially play a major role in fostering activism, in large part due to civic
socialization, and that there is no system for seeding activism among young
people who do not go to college (Flanagan and Levine, 2010). To delve into these
questions, | followed the same pattern of analysis as I did in my previous
chapters, looking at the level of activism and number of kinds of activism people
report having participated in based on their age and level of education, then
proceeding to do the same while looking specifically at the population of activists
and their rates of campaigning, protesting, and donating, in relation to their level
of education.

The CES separates levels of education into three categories: no college
(including those with no high school degree and high school graduates), people
with some college experience (including people with 2-year degrees), and people
with 4-year degrees (including people with postgraduate degrees). A person
selects the highest level of education they have, meaning that if a person has a 2-
year degree and a 4-year degree, they are counted among those with 4-year
degrees, not those with 2-year degrees. Among all respondents, the CES includes
18,601 people with no college experience, 19,869 people with some college

experience, and 22,530 people with a college degree. Among young adults, there
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are 2,936 people with no college, 2,850 people with some college, and 1,297
people with college degrees. Among older adults, there are 15,665 people with no
college, 17,019 people with some college experience, and 21,233 people with

college degrees.

Activist Participation of Any Kind
The first step in determining the effect of education level of activism is to
look at the level of participation in any form of activism based on level of

education.1®

Percent of Education Level Groups Involved In Activism

No Some CD||:Eng
college college graduates

Education Level

19 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 3a.



Age did not have much of an effect when focusing on the level of
education people had. The only time there was a statistically significant difference
was among those with a college degree, with 49 percentage points of younger
adults with a college degree participating in activism and 58 percentage points of
older adults with a college degree participating in activism. This shows that, in
general, education is more important than age in determining activist
participation. Much like previous research has shown, college is critically
important in fostering activism. But a caveat to this is that colleges themselves
might not cause all activism, as it may be that those who attend college are more
socioeconomically privileged compared to those who do not. This means that it
was not until controlling for income was | able to determine the effect attending
college actually has. Among young people, even just some college is associated
with 12 percentage points more people reporting participating in any form of
activism than those with who have not attended any college. This difference is
even more pronounced among older people, with those with some college
experience being 19 percentage points more likely to participate in activism than
those without college experience. There was no statistically significant difference
between some college and college degree among young people, but there was
among older adults. Older adults with a college degree are 13 points more likely
to report participating in activism than older adults with only some college.

These results are not surprising, and agree with the large amount of
literature that shows that college is a major influence in increasing activist

participation. What this does not account for is income. Attending college means
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being, or becoming, a part of the middle class, regardless of a person’s family
income, whereas not attending college often means being in the working class,
even if you make decent wages. While a person currently attending college might
report a lower income than a person making a minimum wage job, the person
attending college will still have more opportunities for activism through college
and the social class they are in. This means that level of education is likely a
better indicator of social class, especially for young people, than income, meaning

that these results are especially important.

Amount of Activism Among All Respondents
Whether someone participated in any form of activism is not indicative of
how much activism they participated in. While these data cannot determine the

total hours spent doing activism, it can show how many kinds of activism a
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person was involved in, with higher numbers of activities likely being indicative
of more time spent on activism than those with lower numbers of activities.?

Much like general participation in activism, age was not very
determinative of the number of activism-related activities when taking education
into account. Much like general activist participation, the only statistically
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significant difference based on age was among those with college degrees. Older
adults with a college degree report participating in 0.19 more activism-related
activities than younger adults with a college degree. Among young people, people
with some college experience reported participating in 0.33 more activities than
young adults with no college, and young adults with a college degree reported
participating in 0.27 more Kinds of activism-related activities than young adults

with some college. Among older adults, respondents with some college reported

20 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 3b.
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participating in 0.45 more activities than those with no college, and older adults
with a college degree reported participating in 0.44 more activities than those with
only some college experience. It is important to note that the difference education

made was larger among older adults than younger adults.

Amount of Activism Among Activists

To truly understand youth activism, we must also look at the amount of
activism-related activities reported by activists.?

There were no statistically significant differences by age within levels of
education. Among young activists, the only statistically significant difference was
between those with no college experience and those with a college degree, with
young activists with a college degree reporting participating in 0.54 more kinds of
activities than those with no college. Despite there being no statistically
significant difference between no college and some college or some college and
college degree, the overall difference between those with no college and those
with a college degree, 0.54 activities, is only slightly smaller than the 0.6
observed among the general population. This is interesting because it shows that
going to college is a major indicator in whether a person participates in activism,
but college campuses are not where the largest amount of activism takes place. If
that were the case, we would expect to see people with a college degree having
slightly lower, or at least not higher, rates of participation in activism. Since those

with a college degree report participating in more activism-related activities,

21 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 3c.
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having more free time or expendable income could be more important in
determining activist rates rather than education.

Among older activists, people with some college experience report
participating in 0.32 more activities than older activists with no college

experience, and older activists with a college degree report participating in 0.31

Average Number of Activism Types Among Activists by Education
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more activities than those with some college experience. While the differences
between no college and some college, as well as some college and college degree,
are not statistically significant among young activists whereas they are among
older activists, the overall difference between no college and college degree are
similar. Among younger activists, that difference is 0.54, whereas among older

activists that difference is 0.63.



Campaigning
Campaigning is a way for activists to have a large voice in politics,

because it affects who gets elected.??
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This graph shows that campaigning is more predominant among younger
activists than older ones. 8 points more young activists with no college experience
report campaigning than older activists with no college experience, and 9
percentage points more young activists with some college report campaigning
than older activists with some college experience. Age was just barely not a
statistically significant factor among people with a college degree.

Among young activists, there were no statistically significant differences

in rates of campaigning between education levels. This was not the case among

22 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 3d.
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older activists, with high levels of education being associated with higher levels
of campaigning. 3 percentage points more older adults with some college
participate in a campaign than older adults with no college experience, and 6
points more older activists with a college degree report campaigning than older
activists with some college experience.

It is interesting that level of education has an effect among older activists,
but not among younger activists. This could be caused by older people working
on different kinds of campaigns, that prioritize higher education, than younger
people, though that is not a question these data can answer. It could also be
caused by the higher levels of overall activism among older people with higher
levels of education. This could mean that there currently are better onramps to
activism for young people, regardless of their education level, than there were
when the current older people were young. But education might still affect young
activists' campaign behavior, as the patterns of educational differences are similar
for both young and older adults, but the smaller sample size for youth activists
caused larger error bars. But once again, this data cannot answer this, and further

research must be done.

Protesting
Much like campaigning, protesting is a physical manifestation of activism

more common among younger activists than older activists.?

23 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 3e.
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Much like campaigning, young activists are significantly more likely to
campaign than older activists. 22 percentage points more young activists with no
college experience protest than older activists with no college experience. 22
percentage points more young people with some college report protesting than
older people with some college. And 19 percentage points more young people
with a college degree protest than older people with a college degree. These
differences are significantly larger than the single-digit age-based differences
observed for campaigning. This is in large part due to overall higher levels of
protesting than campaigning among both younger and older activists, as both
younger and older activists were approximately twice as likely to protest than
campaign among most levels of education. The similar patterns of differences

between ages among protesting and campaigning is likely due to both being
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youth-dominated forms of activism, in part because of the visibility and larger
amount of effort required by both protesting and campaigning.

Also similar to campaigning, there were no statistically significant
differences among young people based on level of education, whereas there were
among older people. 4 points more older activists with some college experience
reported protesting than older activists with no college experience, and 6 points
more older activists with a college degree reported protesting than older activists
with some college experience. Much like campaigning, this follows previous
literature that says that increased education increases activism. But since there
were no statistically significant differences among young people based on
education level, it could show that education is more important in influencing

protest behavior among older activists than younger activists, but it could also be
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due to the smaller sample size among young activists, as the patterns were similar

between young and older adults.

Donating
Donating is a simple and easy way to make your voice heard, and it is
unsurprising that it has generally high rates of participation among activists,

regardless of their level of education.?*
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Similar to what was seen earlier, education makes a bigger difference in
the donating behavior of older activists than younger activists. The only

statistically significant difference among young activists is that young people with

24 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 3f.
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a college degree are 13 points more likely to donate than young people with some
college experience, with the total difference between no college and college
degree being 24 points. Among older activists, people with some college are 12
percentage points more likely to donate than those with no college experience,
and older activists with a college degree are 10 points more likely to donate than
older activists with some college experience, for a total difference between no
college and college degree being 22 points. Thus, even though education made
less of a difference between individual levels of education among young people,
education had a similar overall effect among both younger and older activists. It is
not surprising that those with higher levels of education are more likely to donate
than those with less education, due to the higher incomes associated with higher
levels of education.

Unlike campaigning and protesting, older people are often more likely to
donate than younger people. 10 percentage points more older activists with some
college experience donate than young activists with some college experience, and
8 points more older activists with a college degree donate than younger activists
with a college degree. There was no statistically significant difference between
older and younger activists among those with no college experience. Despite the
overall high rates of donation among both younger and older adults with all levels
of education, the differences are not as large as they were for protesting. This
shows that age is less important in determining whether someone donates than

whether someone attends a protest.
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Ed Markey Campaign Survey Results

Despite education clearly having an important role in participation in
activism, respondents to my survey believed that education affected their choice
to become involved in activism less often than race, gender, or income. A
potential reason for this disparity is that the majority of the respondents to my Ed
Markey survey had at least some college experience, which is not true of the
general population. While the distinct lack of non-college educated activists is in
part due to the survey being limited to people 18 years and older, there still are
many more people 18 and older with no college experience than shown in this
survey. This limited diversity in level of education could have been at least part of
the reason why so few respondents said that their education influenced their
experience in activism. Another potential cause for this disparity is that people do
not recognize how their education affects their decision to participate in activism.
Unlike race and gender, which can be more visible, level of education is not
something that can be as easily seen by others. This could cause less direct
discrimination, such as racism and sexism, which can have more physical
manifestations than discrimination based on education. Unlike for race and
gender, no respondent said that their education affected their decision to
participate in activism because they saw or experienced education-based
discrimination.

All of the reasons respondents gave for how education affected their
activism were related to their experience gaining education in college. One

respondent said “taking college courses about the political system at a liberal arts



school exposed [them] to a lot of different ideas and avenues for involvement. As
[they] became more educated [they] felt more of a responsibility to act on it.”
Another said that “[they] learned about the extent of injustices, and ways that they
can be combated, in ways that would have been much less likely had [they] not
gone to college.” A third person said that “because [they] come from a privileged
background, [their] awareness of political and economic inequality and
oppression came from learning more about the world around [them] and thinking
critically about its structures rather than from a lived experience of hardship.”
These three examples are representative of the other responses. All of the people
who said that their education affected their activism had at least some college
experience. Part of this is definitely due to there being very few respondents
without any college education. But it is still important to recognize that the young
activists working on campaigns are not representative of the country as a whole in
their level of education, and that when they do see their education as having
affected their participation in activism it is that more education made them more

likely to participate in activism.

Concluding Thoughts
Overall, the results from this chapter are not surprising, as the finding that
higher levels of education are correlated with increased levels of activism is in
agreement with the majority of existing literature. Just attending some college
made a difference among younger and older adults in increasing general

participation in activism and the amount of kinds of activism people participated



in, both among the general participation and among activists. When delving into
specific kinds of activism, education continued to play a role, but one that was
more pronounced among older people. For both protesting and campaigning, there
was no statistically significant difference based on level of education among
young activists, whereas there were among older activists. There was, on the other
hand, an education effect among young people in terms of donation behavior,
likely due to the income differences associated with different levels of education.
Overall, increased education did increase levels of activism among both younger
and older adults, with those effects being more pronounced among older adults.
The disparity that education is associated with in activism is a major
problem. People with more education can have different political priorities and
policy preferences, and if more educated people are significantly more likely to be
involved in activism, their views will be overly dominant in political and activist

discourse.
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Chapter 7: Income

Socio-economic status is incredibly important in determining people’s
behaviors and activities. If socio-economic status determines activist
participation, that could lead to wealthy people having overwhelming influence
on electoral and other political outcomes. If it is primarily wealthy people
donating and participating in activism, elected offices and political outcomes
would not be truly representative of all Americans. Thus it is important to look at
the effects income has on activist behavior. While there has been plenty of
research on how income affects activism and civic engagement, that research
rarely looks at how income affects specifically young people activists (Caiazza,
2005). | followed the same steps to determine the effects of socio-economic status
on activist participation among young versus older adults as I have in previous
chapters. First, I looked at rates of participation in any form of activism by
income, comparing older and younger adults. Then, I looked at the average
number of activist-related activities among the general population, then among
the activist population based on income and age. After that | looked specifically at
the activist-related activities of campaigning, protesting, and donating by age and
income.

I split income into five categories: under $30,000, $30,000-$49,999,
$50,000-$99,999, $100,000-$199,999, and $200,000 or more. The CES includes
14,163 people with income under $30,000, 10,789 people with $30,000-$49,999
incomes, 18,014 people with $50,000-$99,999 incomes, 9,780 people with

$100,000-$199,999 incomes, and 2,160 with incomes of $200,000 or more.
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Among young people, there are 2,303 people with income under $30,000, 1,191
people with $30,000-$49,999 incomes, 1,527 people with $50,000-$99,999
incomes, 682 people with $100,000-$199,999 incomes, and 212 with incomes of
$200,000 or more. Likely, some young people who reported low incomes are
actually college students who come from wealthy families, meaning that some of
the statistics for young adults might not be the most reliable. Among older people,
there are 11,860 people with income under $30,000, 9,598 people with $30,000-
$49,999 incomes, 16,487 people with $50,000-$99,999 incomes, 9,098 people
with $100,000-$199,999 incomes, and 1,948 with incomes of $200,000 or more.
These numbers are unweighted, though all future analysis was be done based on

weighted statistics.

Activist Participation of Any Kind

The first step in determining the effect income has on activism is to look at
how income affects the rates of participation in at least one form of activism.?

Clearly, income has a large effect on participation in activism, much more
than age. The only statistically significant difference within an income group
based on age is among respondents with incomes of $100,000-$199,999, with
older people being 14 percentage points more likely to participate in activism than
younger people. This could be due, in part, to young people with incomes
$100,000-$199,999 participating in activism at lower rates than what would be

expected from the linear trend observed among young people with incomes of

25 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 4a.



$50,000-$99,999 and $200,000 or more. While technically the difference between
young and older adults with incomes of under $30,000 is not statistically
significant, the higher rate of participation among young people with incomes
under $30,000 could actually be due to young college students from wealthy
families reporting their individual incomes as less than $30,000.

While age on its own had little effect within income groups, income had
less of an effect among young adults than among older adults. Among younger
people, income only becomes a statistically significant factor once including
respondents with incomes under $30,000 or over $200,000. The three middle
categories have no statistically significant differences. While under $30,000 and
$30,000-$49,999 are not statistically significant, under $30,000 is 14 percentage
points less likely to participate in activism than people with incomes of $50,000-
$99,999. Young people with incomes over $200,000 are 30 percentage points
more likely to participate in activism than young people with incomes under
$30,000, and 26 percentage points more likely to participate in activism than

young people with incomes $30,000-$59,999. Despite there not being many
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statistically significant differences based on income among young people, the
differences that are there are quite large.

Among older people, on the other hand, there is a statistically significant
difference between every income level, all of which follow the pattern of those
with higher incomes being more likely to participate in activism than people with
lower incomes. Older adults with incomes $30,000-$59,999 are 11 percentage
points more likely to participate in activism than older adults with incomes under
$30,000. Older adults with incomes $50,000-$99,999 are 11 percentage points
more likely to participate in activism than older adults with incomes $30,000-
$49,999. Older adults with incomes $50,000-$99,999 are 11 percentage points
more likely to participate in activism than older adults with incomes $100,000-

$199,999. Older adults with incomes $200,00 and above are 8 percentage points
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more likely to participate in activism than older adults with incomes $100,000-
$199,999. It is interesting that there is a relatively stable difference between
subsequent income categories among older people, whereas there was not among
younger people. The largest difference among older adults is between those with
incomes under $30,000 and those with incomes $200,000 and above, with older
respondents with incomes of $200,000 or more being 31 percentage points more
likely to participate in activism than older respondents with incomes under
$30,000. This difference is not that much larger than the 26 percentage point
difference observed among young people of the same income categories. This is
interesting, because the lack of statistically significant differences between some
of the income categories among young people would suggest that there would be
a smaller difference between the lowest and highest income category, but the
differences are relatively similar. This could mean that income might have a
larger effect on youth activism, but that there was not a large enough sample size
to observe it. It also could mean that income has a larger effect on young people
with relatively smaller or larger incomes, whereas it does not affect people with
incomes of $30,000-$199,999, or that reported income levels are not as important

for young adults.



Amount of Activism Among All Respondents
After looking at general activism participation, it is important to look at

the amount of kinds of activism respondents have done.?

Average Number of Activism Types by Income
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Age causes no statistically significant difference within income groups for
the amount of activism-related activities people reported participating in. While
age did not have a large effect on its own among general activist participation, it
did lead to a few statistically significant differences, whereas here it did not.

Among young people, much like in the previous graph, there were no
statistically significant differences between two connected income groups, but
there were some differences once compared more broadly. Young people with
incomes of under $30,000 report participating in 0.30 fewer activities than young

people with incomes $50,000-$99,999, 0.51 fewer activities than young people

26 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 4b.
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with incomes $100,000-$199,999, and 0.89 fewer activities than young people
with incomes of over $200,000.

Unlike young people, there were statistically significant differences
between every income category among older people. Older adults with incomes
$30,000-$59,999 reported participating in 0.23 more activism-related activities
than older adults with incomes under $30,000. Older adults with incomes
$50,000-$99,999 reported participating in 0.29 more activism-related activities
than older adults with incomes $30,000-$49,999. Older adults with incomes
$50,000-$99,999 reported participating in 0.34 more activism-related activities
than older adults with incomes $100,000-$199,999. Older adults with incomes
$200,00 and above reported participating in 0.32 more activism-related activities
than older adults with incomes $100,000-$199,999. The largest difference was
between older adults with incomes under $30,000 and adults with incomes
$200,000 and over, with older adults with incomes $200,000 and over
participating in 1.18 more activities than people with incomes under $30,000.

Income makes a bigger difference in the number of activism-related
activities among older adults than younger adults. While the difference among
older adults with incomes under $30,000 and $200,000 and over is 1.14, the
difference between the two categories among young people is only 0.59. The
difference among older people is twice as large than among younger people. This
could be due to more opportunities for activism among younger people, such as
through schools. It could also be affected by incorrect incomes reported by young

people who might still rely on their parents for money, and thus report a lower
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income than what they actually rely on. Regardless, it is important to recognize
that income does make a difference among both younger and older adults, and

that income has a bigger impact among older adults than younger adults.

Amount of Activism-Related Activities Among Activists

Unlike the number of activism-related activities among all respondents,
there were not large differences among young activists.?” In fact, there was no
statistically significant difference between young people with incomes under
$30,000 and $200,000 or over. There were two statistically significant
differences. Young activists with incomes $100,000-$199,999 report participating
in 0.67 more activities than young activists with incomes under $30,000, and 0.56
more activities than young activists with incomes $50,000-$99,999. Among all
participants, young people with incomes $100,000-$199,999 reported
participating in 0.51 more activities than young people with incomes under
$30,000. So while income did not make as big of a difference among young
activists than all young adults when comparing incomes of under $30,000 and

over $200,000, the difference income made among young activists was effectively

27 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 4c.
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the same as all young adults when ignoring respondents with incomes over
$200,000.

Among older activists, there was once again a statistically significant
difference between each income group. Older adults with incomes $30,000-
$59,999 reported participating in 0.11 more activism-related activities than older
adults with incomes under $30,000. Older adults with incomes $50,000-$99,999
reported participating in 0.21 more activism-related activities than older adults
with incomes $30,000-$49,999. Older adults with incomes $50,000-$99,999
reported participating in 0.18 more activism-related activities than older adults
with incomes $100,000-$199,999. Older adults with incomes $200,00 and above
reported participating in 0.20 more activism-related activities than older adults

with incomes $100,000-$199,999. The largest difference was between older

Average Number of Activism Types Among Activists by Income

Under $30,000  $30,000 - $50,000 - $100,000 - $200,000
$49 999 $99.999 $199,999 or more

Income

P

Average Total Activisms




87

adults with incomes under $30,000 and adults with incomes $200,000 and over,
with older adults with incomes $200,000 and over participating in 0.70 more
activities than people with incomes under $30,000. This is in comparison to a
difference of 1.18 among the same income categories for older adults among all
respondents. This means that income has a smaller effect on the number of
activism-related activities among older activists than among all people. While the
difference among older activists was smaller than all older people, it was larger
than the difference between younger activists and all young respondents. This
continues to support my findings earlier in this chapter that income has a larger

effect among older people than younger people, especially among activists.

Campaigning

In addition to looking at all forms of activism, it is important to look at
whether income affects different kinds of activism differently. First, we will look
at campaigning.?®

Among young activists, income did not have a statistically significant
effect on participation in campaigning. Among older adults, it did have a
statistically significant difference, though. Older activists with incomes of
$100,000-$199,999 participate in campaigning 3 percentage points more than
older activists with incomes of $50,000-$99,999, and 5 percentage points more
than both older activists with incomes of $30,000-$49,999 and older activists with

incomes under $30,000. Older activists with incomes of $200,000 or more

28 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 4d.



participate in campaigning 6 percentage points more than older activists with
incomes of $50,000-$99,999, and 8 percentage points more than both older
activists with incomes of $30,000-$49,999 and older activists with incomes under
$30,000. While these differences are present, they are not as large as the
difference income made among overall activist participation among all
respondents, with older adults with incomes of $200,000 and above participating
in 31 percentage points more activism than older adults with incomes under
$30,000, and older adults with incomes of $200,000 and above participating in 26
percentage points more activism than younger adults with incomes under $30,000.
Part of the reason the difference income has on campaigning versus overall
participation in activism is that fewer activists participate in campaigns than the
general public participates in any form of activism. Despite the lower rates of
campaigning being a factor in shrinking the effect income has, we also saw that

among activists, income had a smaller effect on the number of activist-related
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activities participated in than among the general population, which likely also
influenced the smaller effect income had among activists for campaigning.

In general, age did not have much of a difference within income groups.

Percent of Activists Who Have Campaigned By Income
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The one exception is among those with incomes of $30,000-$49,999. Younger
activists reported participating in campaigning 9 points more than older activists
did. If there were more young activists in the sample, there might have been
statistically significant differences within more income groups based on age, but
the smaller sample size led to large standard errors among young activists.
Additionally, younger activists with higher incomes were more likely to
participate in campaigning than older activists with lower incomes. Young
activists with incomes of $100,000-$199,999 reported campaigning 11 percentage
points more than older activists with incomes $50,000-$99,999, and 13

percentage points more than older activists with incomes $30,000-$49,999 and
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older activists with incomes under $30,000. It is interesting that higher incomes
are correlated with higher levels of campaigning. When a person is an official
employee of a campaign, they do receive an income, but many of the incomes
provided by campaigns are very low, especially for people doing field work. This
suggests that people with lower incomes might not be able to campaign as much

because they cannot afford to take a job that does not offer a high enough income.

Protesting

The second category of activism to look at is protesting.?®

Percent of Activists Who Have Protested By Income
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Unlike campaigning, age made a statistically significant difference within
every income category. Among those with incomes under $30,000, young

activists reported protesting 18 percentage points more than older activists.

2% To see exact numbers, see Appendix 4e.
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Among those with incomes of $30,000-$49,999, young activists reported
protesting 25 percentage points more than older activists. Among those with
incomes $50,000-$99,999, young activists reported protesting 13 percentage
points more than older activists. Among those with incomes of $100,000-
$199,999, young activists reported protesting 24 percentage points more than
older activists. Among those with incomes $200,000 and over, young activists
reported protesting 22 percentage points more than older activists. Even though
rates of protesting are relatively low, the impact income has is still quite large.
Among young adults, income did not make an impact on the rates of
participation in protests. Income did, though, impact protest participation among
older adults. Older activists with incomes of $200,000 or above participated in
protests 4 percentage points more than older activists with incomes of $50,000-
$99,999, 8 percentage points more than older activists with incomes of $30,000-
$49,999, and 6 percentage points more than older activists with incomes under
$30,000. Despite higher rates of protesting than campaigning among older
activists, the differences based on income among older adults are relatively
similar. This means that, proportional to the amount of people participating in
campaigning and protesting, income had a larger effect for campaigning, with
higher incomes being correlated with higher rates of participation in both
activities. This likely says more about campaigning than protesting, that
campaigning is inaccessible to lower-income people due to the long hours and

low pay, instead catering to people who also have other sources of income.
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Donating

The final form of activism to look at is donating.2°

Percent of Activists Who Have Donated By Income
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Income made a much bigger difference among older activists than among
younger activists. Older activists with incomes $30,000-$59,999 reported
donating 10 percentage points more often than older activists with incomes under
$30,000. Older activists with incomes $50,000-$99,999 reported donating 6
percentage points more often than older activists with incomes $30,000-$49,999.
Older activists with incomes $50,000-$99,999 reported donating 10 percentage

points more often than older activists with incomes $100,000-$199,999. Older

30 To see exact numbers, see Appendix 4f.
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activists with incomes $200,00 and above reported donating 5 percentage points
more often than older activists with incomes $100,000-$199,999. The largest
difference was between older activists with incomes under $30,000 and activists
with incomes $200,000 and over, with older activists with incomes $200,000 and
over reporting donating 31 percentage points more often than people with
incomes under $30,000. It is not surprising that income made a big difference
among older adults in terms of donating. Donating inherently requires money, so
it makes sense that people with higher incomes are more likely to be willing and
able to give away some of their money.

In comparison to older activists, income did not make much of a
difference in rates of donation among younger activists. In fact, $100,000-
$199,999 was an outlier, and all other income groups were not statistically
significantly different. Young activists with incomes of $100,000-$199,999
reported donating 19 percentage points more often than young people with
incomes of $50,000-$99,999, 22 percentage points more often than young people
with incomes of $30,000-$49,999, and 18 percentage points more often than
young people with incomes under $30,000. It is very interesting that income made
a difference between each income bracket among older activists, but the only
effect income had among younger activists was an outlier group. While this does
not show how much people donated, meaning that young people with higher
incomes could have been donating more than young people with lower incomes, it
is still important to recognize that young people are donating largely independent

of their income. One potential reason for this is that young activists, especially



those with lower incomes, could primarily be small dollar donors, meaning that
their donation behavior is less affected by their income. This would be in contrast
to older activists primarily being large dollar donors. But these are just
possibilities, and more research should be done into the specifics of donation
behavior among younger and older activists that is able to take donation amount
and frequency into account.

Age also made a difference in some, but not all, income categories, with
older activists being more likely to donate than younger activists. While older
people generally have more money than younger people, and thus would donate
more, this shows that age still causes an increase in donation behavior, regardless
of income. Older activists with incomes of $30,000-$49,999 were 14 percentage
points more likely to donate than younger activists. Older activists with incomes
of $50,000-$99,999 were 18 percentage points more likely to donate than younger
activists. Older activists with incomes of $200,000 and over were 24 percentage

points more likely to donate than younger activists.

Ed Markey Campaign Survey Results
The average incomes of the respondents from the Ed Markey Campaign
were significantly higher than the general population, especially among young
adults. 22% of respondents had family incomes of $200,000 or more. For starters,
this shows that the population of activists on progressive campaigns is nowhere

close to being representative of the overall population. Even though many
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progressive candidates preach economic equality, at least the people doing the
day-to-day work of the Ed Markey Campaign were rich.

Many respondents recognized that they were well-off, and that they
wanted to use their privilege to fight for the well-being of those who were less
fortunate. One respondent wrote that “[their] parents made a lot out of a little and
always taught [them] "to whom much is given, much is expected.” To not
participate in activism feels like [they’re squandering the gifts [they’ve] been
given.” The other common response among people with large incomes was that
they “didn’t NEED to have a paying job that summer, so [they were] able to be an
unpaid fellow.” The Ed Markey Campaign only paid a handful of their 400
fellows, and as of April 2022, has not used any of the over $1.5 million the
campaign has left to retroactively pay fellows. This meant that, unless people had
an outside source of funding, such as through their school, the only people that
could afford to be fellows on the campaign were people whose families had
enough extra income to cover their expenses. This is likely another reason why
there were so many people with high incomes as fellows on the campaign.
However, these same people might report having low individual incomes on the
CES, despite coming from wealthy enough families allowing them to forgo
income.

The other common trend among responses among non-rich respondents
was that their personal economic situation pushed them into activism. One
respondent wrote that “always being confined by money was something that

influenced [their] decision to become active.” Another person wrote that they



wanted to “advocat[e] for [the] working class like [their] family is.” One
respondent was even more direct, saying that “rich people suck,” implying that it
was important to them that wealth inequality was a major influence behind their
activism. Being lower-income and experiencing the struggles that come along
with that is a factor that can cause people to become involved in activism. But,
when forms of activism essentially require people to already have money, that is a
barrier to lower-income people who might want to become active. While this is
likely a problem in all areas of activism, it is especially clearly a problem in
progressive campaigns such as the Ed Markey Campaign. If the campaign had
actually paid their fellows for their work, the campaign might have actually been

more representative of young people and Massachusetts.

Concluding Thoughts

The most important takeaway from this chapter is that income has a larger
effect on older adults than younger adults. This is also true among the activist
population, though income has a smaller effect on activists than non-activists.
Income accounted for many of the differences in general activist participation,
though age still had an effect. As for the number of activism-related activities
people participated in, income had a much larger difference among the general
population than among people who participated in at least one form of activism.
Young activists were especially not affected by income, with the only statistically
significant difference among specific activities coming from an outlier group

within donating. Older activists, on the other hand, were more affected by income,



with income affecting at least some, and sometimes all, income brackets within
campaigning, protesting, and donating. One of the most interesting findings from
this chapter is that income did not have much of a statistically significant
difference on the donation behavior of young activists, while it did for older
activists. Additionally, despite income being controlled for, older activists were
still more likely to donate than younger activists, likely due to higher levels of
activist participation among older adults as a whole in comparison to younger
adults.

Income inequality is clearly present in activism, and it must be addressed
and fixed. Much like education, people with higher incomes will have different
views and policy preferences. If activist spaces are overwhelmingly rich, people
with lower incomes will be overshadowed and ignored. Overall, activist spaces
must become more inclusive of people with lower incomes, as in general, people
with higher incomes were more likely to participate in activism than people with

lower incomes.

97



Chapter 8: Regression

After looking at the effects different demographic factors have on activist
participation individually, it is important to see what effects each demographic
factor actually has when controlling for other demographic variables, which is
what a regression shows. It is important to control for other demographic
variables because demographic factors can affect each other. For instance, the
effect education seemed to have could actually have been caused by income,
which is highly correlated with education. The regression shows what the

independent effect each demographic variable actually has.

General Activism and Total Activism
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The model above shows the effect each demographic variable has on the
dependent variable, which is general participation in any form of activism.3! For
age, the baseline category is 18-25, for income the baseline category is under
$30,000, for education the baseline category is no college experience, and the
baseline category for race is White. All other ethnicities and races were excluded.
The model shows the difference between the demographic category and its
respective baseline category.

While age did seem to have an effect on general activist participation
when examined alone, age itself does not directly affect overall involvement in
activism when controlling for race, gender, education, and income. Age was
actually the only demographic factor that did not have an effect. Both higher
incomes and higher levels of education were associated with more respondents
reporting having participated in activism. For income, each category was
approximately 5 percentage points more likely to participate in any form of
activism than the income category immediately below. As for education,
attending just some college made respondents 17 percentage points more likely to
participate in activism than people with no college experience, and respondents
with a college degree were 27 percentage points more likely to participate in
activism than those with no college experience. Gender also made a difference,
with men being 7 percentage points more likely to participate in activism than
women. As for race, white people were the most likely to report having

participated in activism, while Asian people were the least likely to, with Asian

31 For all statistics, see Appendix 5a.



respondents reporting participating in activism 21 percentage points less often

than white respondents.

Similar patterns were present in the regressions of total number of

activities among all people®? and among activists.33

Specific Kinds of Activism

The following graph shows the regressions of campaigning,3* protesting,3®

and donating®® behavior among respondents who had participated in at least one

form of activism.
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32 For all statistics, see Appendix 5b.
33 For all statistics, see Appendix 5c.
34 For all statistics, see Appendix 5d.
35 For all statistics, see Appendix 5e.
36 For all statistics, see Appendix 5f.
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Unlike overall activism, age did have a big effect on campaigning,
protesting, and donating, with younger activists being 6 percentage points more
likely than older activists to campaign and 21 percentage points more likely to
protest, and older adults being 10 percentage points more likely to donate. This is
interesting because it shows that older activists are likely doing the less time-
intensive and potentially dangerous forms of activism, like donating, while
younger activists are the ones actually working on campaigns and protesting. Also
unlike participation in general activism, income had little or no effect on
likelihood to campaign or protest, with the only statistically significant difference
being that people with incomes of $200,000 or more were 4 percentage points
more likely to campaign than people who had incomes of under $30,000. Income
did, on the other hand, have a large impact on donation behavior. Compared to
people with incomes of under $30,000, people with incomes of $30,000-$49,999
were 5 percentage points more likely to donate, people with incomes of $50,000-
$99,999 were 10 percentage points more likely to donate, people with incomes of
$100,000-$199,999 were 16 percentage points more likely to donate, and people
with incomes of $200,000 or more were 22 percentage points more likely to
donate.

Education had an effect on campaigning, protesting, and donating
behavior. Compared to people with no college experience, people with some
college were 3 percentage points more likely to campaign, 6 percentage points
more likely to protest, and 10 percentage points more likely to donate. People

with a college degree were 9 percentage points more likely to campaign, 13
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percentage points more likely to protest, and 16 percentage points more likely to
donate than people with no college experience. Gender had no statistically
significant difference on campaigning, protesting, or donating.

Race did not make a statistically significant difference on rates of
campaigning, but it did for protesting and donating. Hispanic people were 5
percentage points more likely to protest than white people, and Asian people were
4 percentage points more likely to protest than white people. Hispanic people
were 3 percentage points less likely to donate than white people and Black people
were 6 percentage points less likely to donate than white people. It is interesting
that Hispanic and Black, but not Asian, people were less likely to donate than
white people, even when controlling for income. One potential reason for this
could be societal expectations and stereotypes, which could also affect who is

being targeted by campaigns and organizations as potential donors.
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Chapter 9: Conclusion

Youth activism is a rich area of learning, yet it is incredibly understudied.
Young people have had massive impacts through their activism, affecting
everything from local laws to presidential elections (Rosenblatt). This thesis
aimed to fill some of the many gaps in the literature focused on who is
participating in activism, and how demographic factors affect the likeliness of
both young and older adults to participate in activism through a large-n study.
While this one study does not answer every question, it is a start that future
researchers should build on.

The most important conclusion is that young adults are just as likely to
participate in activism as older adults, once controlling for other demographic
factors. Exceptions to this are that age makes a difference between women, but
not men, among those with a college degree, and among people with incomes of
$100,000-$199,999. This goes to show that young people cannot be ignored, both
by political science literature and by society at large. It is important to recognize
that, while young people are just as likely to participate in at least one form of
activism as older adults, young people do behave differently in the kinds of
activism they participate in, and how they are affected by their demographic
factors. Age did have a large effect on specific forms of activism, with young
activists almost always being more likely to campaign or protest than older
activists, and older activists usually being more likely to donate than youth
activists. This shows that it is youth activists doing the more difficult and time-

consuming forms of activism, whereas older activists are participating in the
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easier and less time-consuming forms of activism. This means that, while young
and older adults are similarly likely to participate in at least one form of activism,
young people deserve the recognition of and support for their activism.

A second important conclusion is that education and income were the two
most important demographic factors that determined activist behavior, with both
more education and more income being associated with higher levels of activist
participation. It is interesting that, even though education and income are highly
correlated, they still have significant effects when controlling for the other. Race
and gender, on the other hand, had somewhat less prominent effects. The finding
that higher levels of education and income are correlated with increased levels of
activism is in agreement with the majority of existing literature. Education had a
much more pronounced effect among older people, though education and income
still had effects on young people. Similarly to education, income was very
important in determining activist behavior, and it had a more pronounced effect
among older adults than younger adults. Young activists were rarely affected by
income, with there being no statistically significant differences based on income
for protesting and campaigning, and only one outlier for donating. On the other
hand, statistically significant differences based on income were almost always
present among older activists. Still, income still had an influence among young
people and their general participation in activism, so it cannot be said that income
only affects older adults and their activism.

These conclusions pose important implications for activism in the United

States. The first is that activist spaces cannot assume that young people act the



same as older adults. Activist spaces and organizations must be explicit and
targeted in their outreach to and support of young people. A second implication is
that activist spaces must do a better job recruiting and maintaining members and
volunteers from a wide variety of income and education backgrounds. Inequality
within activism is bad, especially when people with fewer resources and
privileges are routinely less likely to be involved in activism than people with
more resources and privileges. For many activist organizations, campaigns, and
spaces, this would mean paying staff, fellows, and interns a living wage. Another
way for activist organizations to have a more educationally diverse staff would be
to not require or expect college degrees when they are not actually necessary. For
instance, the courses required for a political science degree rarely have much, if
any, coverage of political organizing, so expecting a college degree in political
science, or related major, would be an unnecessary barrier for people who did not
attend college. Being more inclusive of people with lower incomes could also
mean making sure events happen at a variety of times so that people who do not
work a typical 9-5, such as working nights or weekends, can participate and be
involved. Another, more specific, implication, is that campaigns need to make
sure that young women feel safe and welcome on campaigns, as young women
were significantly less likely to campaign than young men, whereas young
people’s campaign behavior was not very affected by other demographic
variables.

While this study provides a groundwork of data and analysis, there is still

much to be learned about youth activism. Future research should look into why
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individuals think their demographic backgrounds affect their participation in
activism. Research should also look into why people choose not to participate in
activism, and how demographic backgrounds affect that decision. More studies
need to actually talk to people, especially youth activists, while also not restricting
themselves to only focusing on one organization. Young people have a large
impact on society and politics, and it is time for political science research to

acknowledge that.
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Appendix
la. Participated in Activism
Race Age Activism Std Error | Min Max
Yes
Asian 18-25 0.3252500 |0.0444923 [ 0.2380450 | 0.4124549
17
Black 18-25 0.3607833 | 0.0347343 [ 0.2927039 | 0.4288627
72
Hispanic 18-25 0.2849136 |0.0348250 | 0.2166565 | 0.3531707
59
White 18-25 0.4063015 |[0.0174487 |0.3721020 | 0.4405010
20
Asian Older than | 0.3035244 | 0.0172165 |0.2697799 | 0.3372689
25 66
Black Older than | 0.2959536 | 0.0108113 |0.2747633 | 0.3171438
25 49
Hispanic Older than | 0.3052327 0.2797743 | 0.3306910
25 0.0129889
56
White Older than | 0.4670623 | 0.0037080 | 0.4597946 | 0.4743301
25 37

1b. Total Number of Activism-Related Activities, Among All Respondents

Race Age Total # Std Error | Min Max
Activisms

Asian 18-25 0.6167087 |0.1008797 | 0.4189845 |0.8144329
03

Black 18-25 0.6520961 0.5052318 | 0.7989605
0.0749307
96

Hispanic 18-25 0.5245709 |0.0699203 [ 0.3875271 | 0.6616147

16
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White 18-25 0.8321682 | 0.0429419 | 0.7480020 | 0.9163344
40
Asian Older than | 0.5508667 | 0.0367942 |0.4787499 | 0.6229834
25 70
Black Older than | 0.5203592 | 0.0232190 | 0.4748500 | 0.5658685
25 05
Hispanic Older than | 0.5699357 | 0.0259154 |0.5191415 |0.6207299
25 08
White Older than | 0.9583615 | 0.0088742 |0.9409680 | 0.9757549
25 14
1c. Total Number of Activism-Related Activities, Among Activists
Race Age Total # Std Error | Min Max
Activisms
Asian 18-25 1.896107 |0.1416756 |(1.618422 |2.173791
5
Black 18-25 1.807445 |0.1076108 | 1.596528 |2.018363
4
Hispanic 18-25 1.841158 |0.1185800 |1.608741 |[2.073575
9
White 18-25 2.048154 | 0.0621779 |1.926286 |2.170023
4
Asian Older than | 1.814901 | 0.0645209 | 1.688440 | 1.941362
25 9
Black Older than | 1.758246 | 0.0450656 | 1.669918 | 1.846575
25 3
Hispanic Older than | 1.867217 | 0.0480711 |1.772998 | 1.961437
25 4
White Older than | 2.051892 | 0.0113583 |2.029630 | 2.185341
25 1




1d. Campaigned, Among Activists
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Race Age Yes Std Error | Min Max
Asian 18-25 0.1129381 |0.0344855 [ 0.0453464 |0.1805297
29 2
Black 18-25 0.1906282 | 0.0485138 | 0.0955410 |0.2857154
64 1
Hispanic 18-25 0.1460722 | 0.0402093 | 0.0672619 | 0.2248825
31 1
White 18-25 0.1727767 |0.0207581 | 0.1320906 | 0.2134627
78 7
Asian Older than | 0.1099301 | 0.0175511 |0.0755298 | 0.1443303
25 37 8
Black Older than | 0.1162259 | 0.0126971 |0.0913395 | 0.1411124
25 47 4
Hispanic Older than | 0.1074184 | 0.0140529 | 0.0798746 |0.1349621
25 02 8
White Older than | 0.1089219 | 0.0026102 | 0.1038057 |0.1140380
25 74 7
le. Protested, Among Activists
Race Age Yes Std Error | Min Max
Asian 18-25 0.3741047 |0.0665472 |0.2436721 | 0.5045374
67
Black 18-25 0.3458179 |0.0547945 |[0.2384206 | 0.4532152
33
Hispanic 18-25 0.3243557 | 0.0606817 | 0.2054195 | 0.4432919
51
White 18-25 0.3735627 | 0.0256464 | 0.3232956 | 0.4238297
61
Asian Older than | 0.2133030 | 0.0272444 |0.1599038 |0.2667021
25 64
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Black Older than | 0.2035560 | 0.0187039 |0.1668963 | 0.2402157
25 34
Hispanic Older than | 0.2209685 | 0.0186324 | 0.1844489 |0.2574881
25 57
White Older than | 0.1688606 | 0.0035114 |0.1619782 | 0.1757430
25 21
1f. Donated, Among Activists
Race Age Yes Std Error | Min Max
Asian 18-25 0.5397950 |[0.0715902 [ 0.3994780 | 0.6801119
88
Black 18-25 0.3670838 | 0.0566182 | 0.2561120 | 0.4780555
42
Hispanic 18-25 0.5241926 |0.0665297 [ 0.3937944 | 0.6545909
36
White 18-25 0.5093136 |[0.0267018 | 0.4569780 | 0.5616492
37
Asian Older than | 0.6864268 | 0.0291637 | 0.6292658 | 0.7435878
25 56
Black Older than | 0.5242571 | 0.0208015 | 0.4834861 | 0.5650282
25 46
Hispanic Older than | 0.5848029 | 0.0237188 | 0.5383140 |0.6312919
25 44
White Older than | 0.6269043 | 0.0047981 | 0.6175000 | 0.6363086
25 19
2a. Participated in Activism
Gender Age Activism | Std Error | Yes Min Yes Max
Yes
Male 18-25 0.4274749 |0.0210010 | 0.3863128 | 0.4686371

86
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Female 18-25 0.3180976 |0.0152067 | 0.2882923 | 0.3479029
72

Male Older than | 0.4585534 | 0.0054712 |0.4478298 |0.4692770
25 11

Female Older than | 0.3906558 | 0.0042002 | 0.3824232 | 0.3988883
25 89

2b. Total Number of Activism-Related Activities, Among All Respondents

Gender Age Total # Std Error | Min Max
Activisms
Male 18-25 0.8971231 | 0.0520852 | 0.7950359 | 0.9992103
98
Female 18-25 0.5669397 | 0.0290477 | 0.5100062 | 0.6238732
12
Male Older than | 0.9242421 | 0.0126350 | 0.8994774 |0.9490067
25 16
Female Older than | 0.7829377 | 0.0096675 | 0.7639893 | 0.8018861
25 67
2c. Total Number of Activism-Related Activities, Among Activists
Gender Age Total # Std Error | Min Max
Activisms
Male 18-25 2.098657 |0.0698241 |[1.961801 |2.235512
9
Female 18-25 1.782282 | 0.0493396 | 1.685576 | 1.878988
4
Male Older than | 2.015560 | 0.0159293 | 1.984339 | 2.046782
25 9
Female Older than | 2.004163 | 0.0144617 |1.975818 | 2.032507
25 0

2d. Campaigned, Among Activists



112

Gender Age Yes Std Error | Yes Min Yes Max
Male 18-25 0.2109813 | 0.0248011 | 0.1623710 |0.2595916
75 0
Female 18-25 0.1136242 |0.0161830 | 0.0819053 | 0.1453431
94 8
Male Older than | 0.1052806 | 0.0037581 |0.0979147 |0.1126465
25 14 4
Female Older than | 0.1143100 | 0.0036353 |0.1071846 |0.1214353
25 71 9
2e. Protested, Among Activists
Gender Age Yes Std Error | Yes Min Yes Max
Male 18-25 0.5234182 |0.0304846 | 0.3146993 |0.4291133
23
Female 18-25 0.4171075 |0.0262620 | 0.3099851 |0.4116600
80
Male Older than | 0.6163815 | 0.0069803 | 0.1719599 |0.1937241
25 15
Female Older than | 0.6166752 | 0.0060970 |0.1664402 | 0.1844766
25 20
2f. Donated, Among Activists
Gender Age Yes Std Error | Yes Min Yes Max
Male 18-25 0.3719063 | 0.0291872 | 0.4636684 | 0.5831681
41
Female 18-25 0.3608226 |0.0259374 [ 0.3656338 | 0.4685812
85
Male Older than | 0.1828420 | 0.0055521 |0.6027001 [ 0.6300629
25 00
Female Older than | 0.1754584 | 0.0046011 | 0.6047251 | 0.6286254
25 09

3a. Participated in Activism
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Education | Age Percent SE Min Max
Yes
No college | 18-25 0.3009172 |0.0233054 | 0.2552386 | 0.3465958
05
Some 18-25 0.4185647 |0.0194033 | 0.3805341 | 0.4565952
college 27
College 18-25 0.4877130 |0.0246168 | 0.4394640 | 0.5359620
degree 34
No college | Older than | 0.2583263 | 0.0060327 | 0.2465021 | 0.2701506
25 81
Some Older than | 0.4477577 | 0.0057733 | 0.4364420 | 0.4590734
college 25 06
College Older than | 0.5826812 | 0.0048973 | 0.5730824 |0.5922799
degree 25 10

3b. Total Number of Activism-Related Activities, Among All Respondents

Education | Age Total # SE Min Max
No college | 18-25 0.5227829 |0.0512125 | 0.4224062 |0.6231596
9
Some 18-25 0.8466422 |0.0472078 | 0.7541147 |0.9391696
college 6
College 18-25 1.1206029 | 0.0710482 |0.9813484 | 1.2598575
degree 4
No college | Older than | 0.418468 [ 0.0120982 | 0.3947559 |0.4421811
25 4
Some Older than | 0.8678176 | 0.0133387 |0.8416736 | 0.8939615
college 25 4
College Older than | 1.3122645 | 0.0134284 | 1.2859447 | 1.3385842
degree 25 3




3c. Total Number of Activism-Related Activities, Among Activists
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Education | Age Total # SE Min Max
No college | 18-25 1.737298 |0.0934447 |1.554147 |1.920450
0
Some 18-25 2.022727 | 0.0680862 |1.889278 |2.156176
college 5
College 18-25 2.297669 | 0.0794615 |2.141924 |2.453413
degree 6
No college | Olderthan | 1.619922 |[0.0268781 |1.567241 |1.672603
25 0
Some Older than | 1.938141 | 0.0179214 |1.903015 | 1.973267
college 25 5
College Older than | 2.252114 |0.0143087 |2.224069 | 2.280159
degree 25 3
3d. Campaigned, Among Activists
Education | Age Percent SE Min Max
Yes
No college | 18-25 0.1403482 |0.0341235 | 0.0734662 | 0.2072303
8 01 1 4
Some 18-25 0.1802474 |0.0219432 [ 0.1372386 | 0.2232562
college 5 68 4 5
College 18-25 0.2194729 |0.0321818 | 0.1563965 | 0.2825493
degree 3 43 1 4
No college | Older than | 0.0578060 | 0.0064862 | 0.0450931 | 0.0705190
25 7 06 0 3
Some Older than | 0.0876124 | 0.0043020 | 0.0791803 | 0.0960444
college 25 2 75 5 9
College Older than | 0.1505881 | 0.0036563 | 0.1434217 | 0.1577545
degree 25 4 22 5 3




3e. Protested, Among Activists
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Education | Age Percent SE Min Max
Yes
No college | 18-25 0.3428254 | 0.0439037 | 0.2567741 |0.4288766
10
Some 18-25 0.3675912 |0.0271106 | 0.3144544 |0.4207279
college 00
College 18-25 0.4108787 |0.0333012 | 0.3456083 |0.4761491
degree 20
No college | Older than | 0.1227985 | 0.0103645 | 0.1024840 |0.1431129
25 24
Some Older than | 0.1597430 | 0.0060582 |0.1478688 |0.1716171
college 25 36
College Older than | 0.2207159 | 0.0044752 |0.2119444 |0.2294873
degree 25 23
3f. Donated, Among Activists
Education | Age Percent SE Min Max
Yes
No college | 18-25 0.3755429 |0.0450985 [ 0.2871498 | 0.4639361
5
Some 18-25 0.5029569 | 0.0283980 | 0.4472968 | 0.5586169
college 1
College 18-25 0.6241122 |0.0311784 | 0.5630024 |0.6852220
degree 6
No college | Older than | 0.4791564 | 0.0130027 |0.4536710 | 0.5046418
25 6
Some Older than | 0.5968508 | 0.0078649 | 0.5814354 |0.6122662
college 25 8
College Older than | 0.6977923 | 0.0051449 |0.6877081 | 0.7078764
degree 25 8




4a. Participated in Activism
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Income Age Activism [ Std Error | Yes Min Yes Max
Yes

Under 18-25 0.3183480 |0.0247230 | 0.2698909 | 0.3668052
$30,000 29
$30,000- 18-25 0.3587661 | 0.0301417 | 0.2996883 | 0.4178440
$49,999 42
$50,000- 18-25 0.4629602 | 0.0275204 | 0.4090201 | 0.5169004
$99,999 65
$100,000- [ 18-25 0.4452683 | 0.0389911 | 0.3688456 |0.5216910
$199,999 75
$200,000 [ 18-25 0.6203298 0.4785936 | 0.7620660
or more 0.0723143

74
Under Older than | 0.2636134 | 0.0067496 | 0.2503841 | 0.2768426
$30,000 25 19
$30,000- Older than | 0.3742628 | 0.0078303 | 0.3589153 | 0.3896104
$49,999 25 70
$50,000- Older than | 0.4754160 | 0.0058958 | 0.4638601 | 0.4869719
$99,999 25 74
$100,000- [ Older than | 0.5900719 |0.0076233 |0.5751301 | 0.6050136
$199,999 (25 49
$200,000 [ Older than | 0.6733185 | 0.0167081 | 0.6405705 | 0.7060666
or more 25 96
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4b. Total Number of Activism-Related Activities, Among All Respondents

Income Age Total # Std Error | Min Max
Activities

Under 18-25 0.5574102 |0.0491513 | 0.4610736 | 0.6537467
$30,000 0

$30,000- 18-25 0.7124404 | 0.0726067 | 0.5701313 | 0.8547496
$49,999 0

$50,000- 18-25 0.8620288 | 0.0619071 | 0.7406907 | 0.9833669
$99,999 8

$100,000- [ 18-25 1.0770465 |0.1172729 |0.8471916 |1.3069014
$199,999 0

$200,000 [ 18-25 1.4455820 |0.2013882 | 1.0508610 | 1.8403030
or more 9

Under Older than | 0.4530923 | 0.0132530 |0.4271164 | 0.4790682
$30,000 25 1

$30,000- Older than | 0.6836041 | 0.0159021 |0.6524359 |0.7147723
$49,999 25 4

$50,000- Older than | 0.9711684 | 0.0145025 |0.9427434 |0.9995933
$99,999 25 2

$100,000- [ Older than | 1.3092374 |0.0210400 | 1.2679989 | 1.3504759
$199,999 (25 6

$200,000 | Olderthan |1.6276944 |0.0504764 |1.5287605 |1.7266282
or more 25 6




4c. Total Number of Activism-Related Activities, Among Activists
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Income Age Total # Std Error | Min Max
Activities

Under 18-25 1.750946 | 0.0767911 |[1.600435 | 1.901457
$30,000 6

$30,000- 18-25 1.985807 |0.1143364 |[1.761708 | 2.209907
$49,999 6

$50,000- 18-25 1.861993 |0.0865035 |1.692446 |2.031540
$99,999 5

$100,000- [ 18-25 2.418871 |0.1366008 |[2.151133 | 2.686609
$199,999 8

$200,000 [ 18-25 2.330344 [ 0.2251433 | 1.889063 | 2.771625
or more 5

Under Older than | 1.718776 |0.0291773 | 1.661588 | 1.775963
$30,000 25 1

$30,000- Older than | 1.826535 | 0.0238568 | 1.779775 | 1.873294
$49,999 25 8

$50,000- Older than | 2.042776 |0.0187172 |2.006090 | 2.079462
$99,999 25 0

$100,000- | Older than |2.218776 | 0.0228063 |[2.174076 |2.263477
$199,999 (25 2

$200,000 | Olderthan |2.417421 |0.0498093 |2.319795 [2.515047
or more 25 4




4d. Campaigned, Among Activists
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Income Age Campaigne | Std Error | Min Max
d Yes

Under 18-25 0.1364386 |0.0324135 [ 0.0729080 | 0.1999692
$30,000 0 64 2

$30,000- 18-25 0.1755300 |0.0372471 |0.1025256 | 0.2485344
$49,999 2 50 1

$50,000- 18-25 0.1711197 |0.0320938 | 0.1082158 | 0.2340236
$99,999 4 09 7

$100,000- [ 18-25 0.2197758 | 0.0429646 | 0.1355650 | 0.3039866
$199,999 5 89 6

$200,000 [ 18-25 0.3229711 |0.0926438 [ 0.1413890 | 0.5045531
or more 1 86 9

Under Older than | 0.0881687 | 0.0076982 |0.0730801 | 0.1032573
$30,000 25 5 59 6

$30,000- Older than | 0.0887063 | 0.0063245 |0.0763102 | 0.1011024
$49,999 25 6 33 7

$50,000- Older than | 0.1057952 | 0.0044470 |0.0970791 | 0.1145114
$99,999 25 7 21 1

$100,000- [ Older than | 0.1349819 | 0.0054123 | 0.1243737 | 0.1455901
$199,999 (25 3 18 9

$200,000 | Olderthan |0.1679721 | 0.0120796 | 0.1442960 | 0.1916483
or more 25 7 76 0




4e. Donated, Among Activists
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Income Age Donated Std Error | Min Max
Yes

Under 18-25 0.4467632 | 0.0456968 | 0.3571973 | 0.5363290
$30,000 85

$30,000- 18-25 0.4192460 |0.0462892 | 0.3285191 |0.5099728
$49,999 17

$50,000- 18-25 0.4463923 |0.0394122 [ 0.3691444 | 0.5236402
$99,999 04

$100,000- [ 18-25 0.6337366 |0.0471471 |0.5413282 |0.7261450
$199,999 56

$200,000 [ 18-25 0.5305987 |0.0918425 | 0.3505874 |0.7106100
or more 08

Under Older than | 0.4565382 | 0.0135832 |0.4299151 | 0.4831614
$30,000 25 61

$30,000- Older than | 0.5565289 | 0.0122179 |0.5325816 | 0.5804761
$49,999 25 70

$50,000- Older than | 0.6209619 | 0.0077641 | 0.6057441 |0.6361797
$99,999 25 84

$100,000- [ Older than | 0.7220405 | 0.0077163 |0.7069165 | 0.7371645
$199,999 (25 27

$200,000 | Olderthan | 0.7728890 |0.0175032 |[0.7385825 | 0.8071954
or more 25 97




4f. Protested, Among Activists
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Income Age Protested | Std Error | Min Max
Yes

Under 18-25 0.3479681 |0.0426882 | 0.2642991 | 0.4316372
$30,000 88

$30,000- 18-25 0.3999427 | 0.0455437 | 0.3106769 | 0.4892084
$49,999 58

$50,000- 18-25 0.3232503 | 0.0387009 [ 0.2473965 | 0.3991042
$99,999 43

$100,000- [ 18-25 0.4337057 |0.0498990 | 0.3359036 | 0.5315079
$199,999 63

$200,000 [ 18-25 0.4555103 | 0.0898955 | 0.2793150 |0.6317055
or more 51

Under Older than | 0.1678502 | 0.0110240 | 0.1462431 | 0.1894573
$30,000 25 43

$30,000- Older than | 0.1509539 | 0.0090515 |0.1332128 | 0.1686949
$49,999 25 45

$50,000- Older than | 0.1895580 | 0.0065164 |0.1767857 | 0.2023303
$99,999 25 80

$100,000- [ Older than | 0.1965101 | 0.0066308 |0.1835136 | 0.2095066
$199,999 (25 64

$200,000 | Older than |0.2320895 | 0.0138203 [ 0.2050016 | 0.2591775
or more 25 71
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5a. General Activism

Demographic Coefficient
Intercept 0.22420
Older than 25 -0.00117
$200,000 or more 0.22731
$100,000-$199,999 0.16894
$50,000-$99,999 0.10572
$30,000-$49,999 0.05974
College graduate 0.26663
Some college 0.17205
Male 0.06865
Hispanic -0.10669
Black -0.11957
Asian -0.20722




5b. Number of Activism-Related Activities, All Respondents
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Demographic Coefficient
Intercept 0.34837
Older than 25 -0.01478
$200,000 or more 0.67393
$100,000-$199,999 0.43919
$50,000-$99,999 0.24167
$30,000-$49,999 0.10395
College graduate 0.79029
Some college 0.43885
Male 0.13561
Hispanic -0.24450
Black -0.35378
Asian -0.58895




5¢. Number of Activism-Related Activities, Among Activists
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Demographic Coefficient
Intercept 1.622867
Older than 25 -0.069003
$200,000 or more 0.363015
$100,000-$199,999 0.226302
$50,000-$99,999 0.133824
$30,000-$49,999 0.020205
College graduate 0.615079
Some college 0.346786
Male -0.005034
Hispanic -0.065846
Black -0.289259
Asian -0.362749




5d. Campaigning, Among Activists

Demographic Coefficient
Intercept 0.113900
Older than 25 -0.060439
$200,000 or more 0.036847
$100,000-$199,999 0.014368
$50,000-$99,999 0.001411
$30,000-$49,999 -0.002585
College graduate 0.094568
Some college 0.033594
Male -0.003084
Hispanic 0.006753
Black 0.014142
Asian -0.021092




5e. Protesting, Among Activists

126

Demographic Coefficient
Intercept 0.3106918
Older than 25 -0.2114741
$200,000 or more 0.0138128
$100,000-$199,999 0.0007383
$50,000-$99,999 -0.0058997
$30,000-$49,999 -0.0145604
College graduate 0.1281083
Some college 0.0615688
Male -0.0021380
Hispanic 0.0534378
Black -0.0096196
Asian 0.0383815




5f. Donating, Among Activists
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Demographic Coefficient
Intercept 0.33519
Older than 25 0.09983
$200,000 or more 0.21882
$100,000-$199,999 0.16136
$50,000-$99,999 0.09577
$30,000-$49,999 0.05038
College graduate 0.16047
Some college 0.09544
Male 0.01369
Hispanic -0.02948
Black -0.05777
Asian -0.01468
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