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FROM THE DIRECTOR 

In 1973, Carl Djerassi , one of the 
developers of the oral contraceptive, 
wrote an article calling attention to 
the problem of pet overpopulation. Des­
pite the fact that his article appeared 
in the unlikely forum of the Bulletin of 
Atomic Scientists, it was the spark that 
seemed suddenly to focus attention on 
the metamorphosis of the dog from man's 
best friend to a source of public health 
and social concern. A spate of articles 
appeared in the popular press while sev­
eral other scholars (such as Robert 
Schneider in California and Alan Beck in 
Baltimore) published the results of 
their studies on pet and canine demo­
graphics and ecology. Following this 
period of public attention, many city 
animal control departments and humane 
society shelters revamped their animal 
population control programs. The most 
popular approach went by the mnemonic, 
LES - for Legislation, Education and 
Steri1ization. 

During the next ten years, from 1975-
1985, the LES message was spread across 
the country. The National Animal Con­
trol Association was started and devel­
oped, and numerous animal control acad­
emies and training programs have con­
tributed to an ever more professional 
corps of animal control officers. Many 
humane societies run city and county an­
imal control programs, while municipal 
animal control operations have increas­
ingly added humane education divisions. 
It is becoming more difficult to dis­
tinguish between the better municipal 
and private programs, and the message of 
responsible pet ownership is reaching 
more and more people. However, there is 
still a major defect in nearly every an­

imal shelter and control program in the 
United States. I have yet to find a pro­
gram that makes regular surveys of the 
pet demographics in the area it serves. 
This is not just surprising, it is bad 
program management. 

Basic human demographic information 
derived from the national and/or local 
census is the cornerstone of planning 
for most human social service agencies 
and for a wide variety of other human 
programs. How can a shelter know how 
successful its animal population control 
efforts are unless it obtains even the 
most basic data on local pet demograph­
ics? For example, the Department of An­
imal Regulation of the City of Los An­
geles is proud of the fact that it has 
reduced the number of animals it handles 
from 140,000/year (in 1971) to 80,000 
today. Los Angeles authorities ascribe 
this success to its municipally-operated 
and subsidized spay/neuter clinics. How­
ever, there could just as easily have 
been a drop in the overall animal popu­
lation in Los Angeles. The number of li­
censes sold each year has fallen by 35% 
since 1971. In addition, despite the 
continuing operation of the clinics, the 
number of animals handled each year has 
remained around 80,000 for the past 3-4 
years. Even if spay/neuter programs had 
an effect in the early seventies, they 
appear to have little-to-no effect now. 
The data now available indicate that 
with one or two isolated exceptions, 
shelter animal populations have declined 
due to better enforcement of leash laws 
and more effective public education. 

It now seems clear that there has 
been a substantial decline in shelter 
animal totals. However even here, data 
is scattered and difficult to obtain. 
The Humane Society of the United States 



has the best estimates of shelter num­
bers (although the data is far from per­
fect), and they report that animals 
killed annually in shelters declined 
from 13.5 million dogs and cats in 1973 
to 8-10 million in 1982. While this de­
cline appears encouraging, these bald 
figures hide the real extent of the suc­
cess of national animal control pro­
grams. Between 1973-1982, the total na­
tional dog and cat population increased 
from around 62,000,000 to 90,000,000; 
ie, the national shelter through-put de­
clined from 21% of the total population 
to around 10%. I suspect that the de­
cline from 20% to 10% was relatively 
easy to achieve, and that a further 
halving from 10% to 5% will be much more 
difficult. The LES approach has worked 
well over the past decade, but we must 
be more sophisticated to continue this 
rate of progress. In particular, I con­
tend that animal control agencies will 
have to monitor both shelter populations 
and total animal populations if they ex­
pect to reach the next level of effec­
tiveness. 

The Tufts Center for Animals plans to 
develop a program to survey local animal 
demographics and to relate these to the 
success rate of shelter operations. The 
Center has already conducted one pilot 
survey in a Greater Boston community and 
plans to conduct a survey in the city of 
Boston this summer. The City has recent­
ly revamped its animal control operation 
and has developed a progressive plan to 
deal with strays and roaming animals. We 
intend to do a survey this summer, and 
again in a few years, to evaluate the 
progress that is made. We hope that the 
results will be of benefit to both local 
and national animal control operations. 
For the first time, we hope to develop 
an idea of the impact of an animal con­
trol operation on the total pet popula­
tion - not just those that end up in the 
shelter. With support from local animal 
welfare, animal control and veterinary 
organizations, we can turn Eastern Mass­
achusetts into a showcase animal control 
program of the 21st century. 

-Andrew N. Rowan 

REVIEW OF SPRING '86 SEMINAR SERIES 

The first seminar, 
the Working Dog, was a 

The Evolution of 
presentation by 

Dr. Ray Coppinger from the New England 
Farm Center of Hampshire College in Am­
herst MA. Dr. Coppinger is a well known 
authority on the use of guard dogs to 
protect sheep. The animals he promotes 
as guard dogs display neotenic behavior 
and features; ie, they are relatively 
infant-like. In contrast, the Border 
Collie is not a guard dog. It is a herd­
ing dog, and without close control from 
the shepherd, these sheep-dogs are like­
ly to attack the sheep. 

Coppinger has imported several Euro­
pean breeds from Yugoslavia, Turkey, 
Italy and elsewhere where the dogs tend 
to live with the sheep and protect them 
from predators. He described how his 
own breeding program produces some dogs 
which are better as guard animals (they 
stay close to the animals and do not mo­
lest them). He also described his work 
to understand the genetics of these be­
haviors. 

The second seminar, The California 
Condor," was presented by Elizabeth Law­
rence, anthropologist and veterinarian. 
Attendees viewed a thought provoking 
film produced by the National Audubon 
Society. Following the film, Dr. Law­
rence led a panel discussion to explore 
the condor's situation. Panelists in­
cluded Tom French (Asst. Director of the 
Non-Game and Endangered Species Program 
of the Mass Division of Fish & Wildlife) 
and Charles Sedgwick (Director of the 
Tufts Wildlife Clinic). Both panelists 
are very familiar with the condor pro­
gram. Discussion covered such intracta­
ble topics as whether it would be better 
to remove the remaining condors from the 
wild, and how these birds might be pro­
vided with an adequate habitat, free 
from poison and lead-shot contaminated 
carrion. 

The third seminar was held on June 
12, 1986. Thomas Hughes, President of 
the Ontario Humane Society, spoke on the 
history and outcome of the Canadian seal 
hunt. Hughes has been actively involved 
in monitoring sealing since the '60s. In 
fact, he stated "I have not missed a 
sealing season since 1964, and I have 
spent thousands of hours on the ice." 

Hughes described the goals of those 
who originally campaigned on the sealing 
issue - to define and eliminate cruelty 
to seals through the introduction of ap­
propriate regulations. He stated that 
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they never intended to prohibit sealing, 
but they did get the kill quotas reduced 
to protect the population. He described 
the historical and cultural aspects of 
the seal hunt, and the significance of 
the hunt to residents of Newfoundland. 
He also said that approximately 20,000-
30,000 seals are still being killed each 
year, so the "hunt" continues, albeit in 
a much reduced form. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

International Meeting 

From August 20, 1986 to August 23rd, 
an international conference will be held 
in Boston, co-sponsored by the Delta So­
ciety, Tufts University School of Veter­
inary Medicine and others. This meeting 
will be devoted to an exploration of 
what we do for animals and why, and what 
animals do for us. The need for animal 
companionship is widespread in human 
culture, and the importance of animals 
in our lives is further emphasized by 
the fact that animal terms carry power-
ful(!) messages in our languages. The 
conference will present the latest in­
formation on a wide variety of issues 
relating to people and their interac­
tions with animals and the environment. 

The plenary sessions are: 

Comparative Aspects of Pet-Keeping 
J. Serpell, Cambridge University 

McCulloch Memorial Lecture 
R. ten Bensel , Univ. of Minnesota 

Scholarly sessions and workshops will 
run concurrently over three half days 
and will cover a multitude of topics, 
including anthropology of animals in hu­
man culture; psychophysiologic effects 
of pets; animal behavior; children and 
animals; animals in art and literature; 
animal demographics; the role of service 
animals; practical aspects of animal vi­
sitation programs; humane education; 
pet-facilitated therapy; therapeutic 
horseback riding; ethical issues and an­
imal awareness. 

If you are interested in attending, 
please send a postcard with your name 
and address. We will put you on our 
mailing Isit and keep you informed as 
details unfold. The full program is now 
available. Registration materials can 
be obtained at, or by writing: 

Sheryl Blair 
Tufts Univ. Sch. of Veterinary Medicine 

200 Westboro Road 
North Grafton MA 01536 

New Brochure 

The new brochure for the Tufts Center 
for Animals is available. Please contact 
the Center if you would like one or more 
brochures. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Historical Aspects 
of Human-Animal Interactions 

H. Ritvo, MIT 

Human-Animal Interactions 
A. Katcher & A. Beck, Univ. of Penn. 

Attitudes to Animals 
H. Herzog, Mars Hill College 

Horses in Society 
E. Lawrence, TUSVM 

Children & Animals 
H. Montagner, Univ. of France-Comte 

People & Nature 
S. Kellert, Yale University 

"DOLPHINS AND WHALES IN CAPTIVITY" 

Senate Select Committee 
on Animal Wei fare 

The Dolphin report has been issued by 
the Australian Senate Select Committee 
on Animal Welfare. (The Committee has 
been in session for a couple of years, 
and is undertaking a thorough review of 
al1 aspects of animal welfare. It is a 
serious and detailed inquiry and it will 
undoubtedly provide a wealth of material 
and analyses). This report will prob­
ably be controversial because it recom­
mends that the keeping of Cetacea in 
oceanaria be phased out unless further 
research justifies the practice. It al­
so recommends that no further Cetacea be 
captured. 
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The chapter contents cover historical 
background, efforts to establish an 
oceanarium in Victoria, research, educa­
tion, welfare and ethics. The report 
ends with a section of conclusions and 
recommendations. 

This publication is available through 
the Australian Government Publishing 
Service; Canberra, Australia. The ISBN 
is 0 644 04503 5. 

"PULLING THE WOOL" 

Christine Townend 
(Hale & Iremonger, Sydney, 1985) 

This is the first time a book has 
been written on the welfare aspects of 
the wool industry in Australia. The au­
thor points out that the animal welfare 
issues are intimately related to the 
economic and political concerns of Aus­
tralia. Townend does not implicate the 
individual wool grower, but rather de­
velops the notion that economic diffi­
culties on the farm and labor costs are 
the roots of most cruelty. 

The chapters cover castration, mules-
ing (which involves slicing away, with­
out anesthesia, the skin and flesh from 
the moist and folded tail area in an ef­
fort to reduce blowfly "strike"), shel­
ter and shearing practices, lambing, an 
account of the Merino breed and the myth 
of their adaptability, and the deplora­
ble conditions of raising and transport­
ing live sheep in the inhospitable in­
land envi rons. 

The Townend book has not been wel­
comed by the Australian grazing indus­
try, but it is well done and raises a 
number of issues which deserve serious 
consideration. 

To obtain a copy, please send a $15 
check (U.S.) with your order to: 

Animal Liberation 
18 Enmore Road 

Newtown, Australia 2042 

"GRAZING ANIMAL WELFARE" 

BL Moore & PJ Chenoweth (Eds) 

On April 26-27, 1985, a symposium was 
convened by the Queensland Division of 
the Australian Veterinary Association. 

The proceedings, entitled Grazing Animal 
Wei fare, are a compendium o? research 
and views on the subject. The views put 
forth in this publication provide a 
somewhat different perspective on the 
grazing industry and related animal wel­
fare issues in Australia from those pre­
sented in Christine Townend's book, Pul­
ling the Wool . Grazing Animal Welfare 
represents a more traditional focus on 
animal husbandry. 

The contents include drought and 
other natural disasters; an overview of 
animal welfare and animal husbandry; 
grazing animal transportation and hand­
ling, and concludes with a recitation of 
various codes of conduct for grazing an­
imal welfare promulgated by the Austral­
ian Bureau of Animal Health; the Queens­
land RSPCA; the graziers, and a public 
relation's perspective. 

The proceedings can be obtained from: 

Australian Veterinary Association 
Queensland Division 

AVA House 
P.O. Box #34 

Indooroopilly, QLD 4068 
Australia 

ANIMAL RIGHTS: SOME GUIDEPOSTS 
FOR THE VETERINARIAN 

Jerrold Tannenbaum; MA, JD 
JAVMA 188:1258, 1986 

The June 1, 1986 issue of JAVMA car­
ries a Special Commentary by one of the 
Associates of the Tufts Center for Ani­
mals, Mr. Jerrold Tannenbaum. Mr. Tan­
nenbaum writes a provocative essay de­
scribing the nature of animal rights, 
both moral and legal. He offers a com­
mentary on the animal rights movement, 
and comments on three "myths" of the 
movement; ie, that one has to choose be­
tween animal rights and animal welfare, 
that animals have no legal rights, and 
that the animal rights movement is good 
for veterinarians. Tannenbaum's conclu­
sion is that we humans must address the 
issues of how we ought to treat animals, 
legally and morally. He argues that vet­
erinarians and others devoted to the 
cause of animal welfare must not abandon 
the concept of animal rights to the new 
animal activists. 
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