New Music Library Planned as Part of New Music Building

Michael Rogan, Music Librarian


Planning has begun for a new music building on the Tufts campus, at the corner of Professors Row and Packard Avenue(a prominent location indicative of the prominence of music in the life of Tufts University.  This facility is very much needed!  Currently, the Music Department is teaching and rehearsing in spaces in the basement of the Aidekman Arts Center which were not intended nor designed for music.  Faculty offices are crammed into a small house at 20 Professors Row.  And the Music Library, also in Aidekman basement, has expanded over the years to the physical limits of its space(the collections are crowding out the patrons!  Over 12,000 scores, 10,000 books, 4,000 LPs, and 5,000 CDs fill all our shelves and leave room for only 16 listening stations where a student, or sometimes two, can work with music reserve or other library materials.  Yet the department enrolls nearly 2,000 students each year!  These students come to the Music Library to use course reserves, look for scores for their ensembles or studio coaching, find books on all musical topics, or check out recordings to learn repertory, performance styles, or just seek something new and different.  The collections are developed to support the curriculum of the Music Department, whose programs include: Classical, Opera, Jazz, Blues, Pop, Rock, and World Music, especially Africa and Asia(so there is something of interest to everyone!

The Music Librarian, Michael Rogan, has been meeting with Music Department faculty, chaired by David Locke, liaisons from the Tufts Construction Office, and two architectural firms, Babcock Design Group, Inc. (Fred Babcock principal architect) of Salt Lake City, Utah, and David Perry Architects of Cambridge, Massachusetts, to work on the design of the new music building.  (Fred Babcock was the designer of the handsome Tufts Hillel Center.)  The building will house classrooms and rehearsal spaces designed for music study, offices and departmental reception space, and a small concert hall acoustically perfected for music recitals.


The plans presently call for the Music Library to be housed on the top floor of the new building, where it will be able to double its space.  There are important naming opportunities associated with the patron service spaces in the new library, including the Client Services Desk ($250,000), a Reading Area ($200,000), a Seminar Room ($100,000), a Group Listening Room ($100,000), and three office/workrooms for staff ($25,000 each).  Larger naming opportunities exist for the important collections (Scores, Books, Recordings), as well as for the Music Library itself.  Smaller naming opportunities include media workstations, listening stations, and study carrels and tables.  A complete list of naming opportunities is available from the Development Office; please contact Jeffrey Winey at 617-627-5468.


The music building project was kicked off with a substantial anonymous donation of four million dollars.  The Development Office is working hard to match this gift.  Currently the plans call for a two-phase construction project beginning in late 2000, with the Music Library to be completed in the second phase.  Our goal is to raise funds swiftly enough to allow phase two to follow immediately upon completion of phase one, without any hiatus.  This would best serve the programs of the Music Department and the Tufts musical community.


Library collections take on added value as they are used and appreciated by their patrons.  The students, faculty, and staff of Tufts University comprise a vibrant musical community.  We are proud to offer them music collections of depth and diversity, and look forward to the opportunity to provide access to those collections in a Music Library facility befitting Tufts excellence.

