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1 am writing to ruggcst that boards of henlth in ow s:ae work together to overcome state 
preemption problcrns which i h w  us from ?rotectir.g rhe public's health through frvther 
tobacco control action at the local Icvcl. 

Thit year, our B o d  undertook I tobatoo contml agenda to protcc~ ywth from the i n h n c e  
of tobacco advcnisiily und prolcct restaurant workers and patrons from second-hand smokc 
h'hile we were able to enact a public heahin regulation rcsuicting tobacco billboard 
advmising and are now moving to address other forms of outdoor advertising, our initinriver 
to restrict vlf-serve tobacco product di~plays and to ban smokiag in restaurants me blocked 
by state preemption. Until state law is cli&llpeli, we wi!l bc m b l e  lu prucrrd wirh eithcr 
rypc of regulation to protecr the hea:th of our community. 

Our pnemption problems represent a ltratepy used by the tobhcco industry to c!iminate the 
nuthoriv of local jurirdictions w adopr their ow11 memure$ to cu~rtrol 111~ J d ~ ~ g c a  h a t  
tobacco poses to their c i thns .  Despite the industv's relative success in using lT?.!t 
preemption to insulate itself horn strong loca! laws, wc refuse to allow war local initiatives 
to be undermined by the tobacco induntry. 

Last year, bolh Governors Lowry and Lockc proposed removal of preemption barriers. I he 
express preemption languaac in the Youth Tobacco Access law wuuld have k e n  e!iminated 
and "anti-preemption" language would have been added to both that law and the Wuhinaton 
Clew Indoor Air Act. Sd ly ,  thcss mmdmcntr  died ia ccmmittsc. I urgs all boards of 
health LU communicate win 'cir Icgislasrs to bring this back in the 1998 session. It is 
cdrical for local boards of health work to educate legislaton about the degrce of suppart ir. 
our communitits for l a c ~ l  control over youth tobacco access md second-hand smoke. 
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If kc canno( succeed in the Iegirlati~e arena, :r nu)- be neccrsary to consider r s:atewidc 
lniriati\'c to hr local hedth bo~rdr CIJ lucal yavnr,ect$ from thc s:ranylchold of state 
prcemptisn. BGI Rrsr, we mu% st:cmpt to edbcur vjr l~wmaktrr on ihe public health 
significance of thts issile, 

Fcr nfcrenc., I M encloring copis, uf  he two m:e ;aws that have I preemptive effect 
md 8 JrLVA nnlclc pr~sen~ing an ovcrviw of state prcemptlpn issues in the area of tobacco 
cun!rol. The J A M A - ~ ; C ~ C  ir;xcel~ent, dtb.ough i r  inoneburly omits n ~ r ~ t i o n  of rhe 
pnemptive effects of Washinpton'r Clean Alr Acr on :ocd clean air moawrcs from it6 char1 
on pap? 860. 

I would very much appreciate hearin$ from yaL: BJ to ivhnher state preemption is, at cwdd 
become, r legislative prioti!) for your bard ofhrplth rod if 30, what ,rrslc$ics IOU baud 
wuld  ncommtnd. For PXM,P]S, W Q Y I ~  Y ~ I  bud be willing 10 ndop! I rtMillli0n 

supponing the elimination of the preemption barierr the tobacco industry has built hto  our 
Salt law?  Would your board be uilling to educate your legislative drlcgrtian On :his 
ks8' Would you consider cnl;rria$ others in your cornmunitits to scnd rhs s m c  mcsrage' 

1 beliege we cuuld unite wi!h 8 strong and cffcc:ive voice to speak up for the need to: l0Ca: 
control on tobacfc isrues and communicate a poacrful ncswe about the public health coS:s 
of all.~wing preemption to tie the hand, of .ocal govtmmtnta to protct then cilirtnc 

I ; O D ~ ~ Q T ~ ~ I J  10 hc- from you by Idtcr, phone (ZU6-2YbIOOB) 01tma1l 
(grcg n~blr@metrokc .pv) .  
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Sincat iy ,  

, c c  Thomu Milne. Extciltive Director 
! 
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Karen Sleingard, 51D. MPH, Health Officer 
Vicki K~rlipat.ick, Exctutivc D:IEC:OI, WSALPHO 
Carl Osaki, P~sidsnt, WSALPHU 


