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NUa ~ i r l i n e r  Cabin A i r  Q u a l i t y  ilearing 

Dm: September 19, 1986 

The Avtation Subcommittee of the  Genate Commerce, Scismce a~nd 
Tran~sportat ion Committee held a hearing today on cabin a i r  
q u a l i t y  which foclused om t h e  Maltional Acadbmy of Seienlces (PAS) 
atuldy released i n  Auglust. The NAS propalsed smokilnlg barn on all 
commercial, domestic carr iers  generated most, b u t  not  a l l  of 
t h e  discuseione that ensued. 

The Federal Aviat ion Administration (FAA) representa t ive  
t e a t i e l e d  t h a t  becdusle a j o i n t  wo~kin~g group comprised of 
Secretary of Transportat ion DoLc'a s t a f f  and1 FAA s t a f f  are 
cv~ret 'bt ly giv ing t h e  MAS s t ~ d y  careful teview, a tralnsmittal  t o  
Congeesa of t h e  Secretary's recommendlations woluld moat likely 
nlot be forthcoming u n t i l  t h e  beginninlg o f  the  1010th Congresle, 

The th ree  Su~bcommitta~e mcmbere present  -- Chaixman 
Kassebaum (R-BS) , Exon (D-NE) and Inowye ( D - H I )  -- focused on 
the smoking kssue differenl t ly.  Ihouye was extremely t roubled 
by smolking on board a l i rcsaf t  alnd h e a r t i l y  promoted i t s  ban, On1 
the  other  hand, Exon, smoking his pipe throughout thle heasing, 
was not  a8 infoamed oln thle issue i n  g~enleral and promoted 
a i r c t a f t  redesign to f u r t h e r  segregwte amokera a~nd nlon-smokers 
for  a~ccommodation a l l  aroundl. He clslimsd he  mulld read i ly  pay 
a few d o l l a r e  more per t i c k e t  t o  smoke i n  peaice. Kassebaum was 
caut ioua  i n  expeeering anything but a genleral concern for  
c o l l e c t i n g  f u t t h e ~  dalta on t h e  i ssue  of a i r  q u a l i t y  a s  a 
whole. 

Testimony from the three panela ranged on t h e  emoking iseuc 
front Bupport f a r  khe NAB smoking ban proposal to a t t a c k e  on thle 
c r e d i b i l i t y  of t h e  NAB study i n  this r e g n ~ d .  H i g h l i g h t s  of  t h e  
testimony and question8 and answers foUlow. z'4 

0 

M r .  Paul F. Halfpenny, Vice Chairman, committee on Airliner 8 
U( C a b i n  Air Quality,  ~ ~ a t t o n a l i  Research Council, National' Academy 4 of scielncee. W 
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Halfpenny b r i e f l y  ou t l ined  the f in ding,^ of t h e  WAS study i n  the  
a r e a s  of a i r  guaaity, Eire safety and other  hsdd.th r i s k 8  such 
ae pressurization and1 cosmic radIiatiionl. 

Mr. M1.C. Craig ~leard,  Directolr, Office of ~ i s w r t h i n e s s ,  
accompanied by Dr. Jon L, Jordan,  Deputy Fedkral  A i r  Swlregoml, 
Fedlerah Aviation Adminliatration. 

Beard had no o the r  etatement than thle a l r eady  mentioned 
procedure for t h e  MAS atudy review and t r a a l s m i t t a l  t o  
COmgruss, 

Inouye asked Halfpenny if incceaaed ventilation wou~ld be an 
acceptablr a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  a smoking ban. Halfpenny aaid n o t  
wtth t h e  current design of a l i r c ra f t ,  xnoluye then asked a 
sarilee of qulestions regacding the cost of improved 
ventilation, Halfpenny est imated $3.00-54.00 per t i c k e t  fo r  
fuel costs alone, I n  his ques t ion ing  of Beard, Inauye was 
critical of the FAA for nok having, collected d a t a  on1 alilrcraft 
a i t  qua l i t y ,  

Kas~ebaum wanted t o  know whlat datrnbane was used1 to eva lua te  
smoking. Halfpenny asid that dilscuagion~s were h e l d ,  with t h e  
Environmental Protect ion Agency (EPA) r  egacding passive 
8moki1ng. Kassebsum was concerned thalt i f  no good d a t a  was 
taken fcom outside the smoking zone then the proposed ban 
a nlbeoad-based asaumgt ion?" 

Mr .  Gabr ie l  P h i l l i p s ,  ~xecutive Vice p r e s i d e n t ,  A i r  Ttaneport 
A o ~ o c i a t i o n ,  

In xegasds to smoking on board a i r c r a f t ,  ATA took no standl on 
the medical baeis, but Phillips vsicad serious concern8 if a1 
ban was enacted, based on lalck of d s t a  and disct  iminat ion 
against a i r  t cave l ,  

NIB. TuPinda Deeqan, V i c e  Preoident ,  Regional A i r l i n e  
Assoaiation. 

Deeg~an a160 took nlo position on t h e  medical aspects of 
i n - f l i g h t  smoking and gene ra l ly  d iscussed  t h e  composition of 
hler asaocialtion. 

M R .  Bern~ard C .  Rainline, Chie f  Enginleer, ~ ir f rarne  6ysQems 
b~chnalogy, B ~ e i n g  Commercial Airplane Company. 
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Rainl ine  s t a t e d  t h a t  today's a i r c r a f t  meet and exceed s a f e t y  
s t a n d a l r d ~  anld t h a t  cab in  a i r  q u a l i t y  should not  be judged i n  
contrals t  t o  outside a i r ,  

Again, Kassebaum asked i f  ATA olr A I A  Mad1 collected data o r  dbne 
estimiatea o f  costs  f o r  b e t t e r  venl t i la t ion .  Answer8 were 
negative , 

Exon proceeded t o  da8cuas t h a t  hie's a p ipe  smokes but hael 
learned  t o  f l y  without smoking, Hc wanted t o  know i f  t h ~ e  crew 
were also reeltricked with reglards  t o  smoking. Exon wals a l s o  
cutf 'ous  i f  a l i r l i n e s  have etudied having a very sepa ra t e  emoking 
"roomn or  area. Hainline answered no and t h a t  thle a i r l i n e s  
like t o  have a1 l o t  of f l o ~ i b i l i t y ,  

When Inouye asked about thle proposed c i g a r e t t e  ban, PBiLlips 
said  tha t  t h e  curremlt eyetern n~ccomodabes amokar s and 
non-smokers and he would like to -see  this maintained, Znlouye 
asked How h~e coluld f ee l  thlis  way i n  l i lght o f  t h e  Surgeon 
GeneralIra f i n d i n g s  and warnings. Phillilpal s a i d  t h a t  "peopile 
smoke a t  the i r  p e r i l , "  

PANEL 3: 

Mr. Matthtw H.  Finucane, Di rec tor  of Air Salfety and Health, 
acc~mpalnied by Me, Nosva Achenbaulqh, Chairperson, Health 
C~rnm~it tee ,  Aeeociation of F l i g h t  Attendants. 

Ms. Achen~balugh glavc emp&,seioned tlestimony regarding f l i g h t  
ahtendante' "fear fou our hea l thn  and fea t  that the FAA w s l l  d o  
nothinlg of eub~ta~nce. 

Mr. Peter L, Traslk, P res iden t ,  Avia t ion  Safety and hlealth 
Aseociatbon, 

Trask f olunded ASHA for  edwcat ionax purposes and sharp ly  
c r i t ic ized  t h e  MAS atuldy a8 a "misinterpretedl direct ive.  He 
claimled hhat the emnoking issue can easily be resolved by an 
a i r l i n e  turnling on  a l l  a i r  packs. ASHA wants t o  accomodate - 
smokers, e s p e c i a l l y  to avoid clandestine emoking i n  bathrooma. 
Ttask e a t i m ~ t e d  t h a t  a DC 10 f l i g h t  t o  aawaii would cost only 
$1,010 per t i c k e t  more i f  a lL  a i r  packs wete i n  u l t i l i z a t i o n ,  
f ras lk  aleo euglgested t ha t  NAS should dlo random a i r c r a f t  t ee t ing  
and that airlines ebould comply, 
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Inouyr asked which a ir l i insa  refused to comply with the N U  
previouu r e q u r ~ t  and it appears t h a t  United waa the only 
a i r l i n e  w i l l i n g  to  go along but not  alone. When asked about 
the 8moktng ban, Pinucane endorsed i t  with only a rmall 
reservation with respect t o  long f L i g k t s  anld clandestine 
smoking tha t  might occur . 
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