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Pizza Days tops Senate survey, will accept JumboCash
by

Ben Gittleson

Daily Editorial Board

Pizza Days, a standby for many
students looking for nourishment
late at night, will accept JumboCash
beginning early next semester after
coming in atop a student body-wide
vote.
Dining Services is in discussions
with another restaurant that may also
come on board in January as the university works to expand the Merchant
Off-campus Points (MOPs) program.
The Boston Avenue delivery establishment received the
most votes last month in the Tufts
Community Union (TCU) Senate’s

survey of undergraduates. Pizza
Days owner Hakki Dengizli said that
his restaurant’s addition to MOPs
will strengthen his business in the
Tufts community.
“Students are going to be happy,”
he said. “I think we’re going to get
more business.”
Pizza Days hopes to start taking JumboCash as soon as students
return in January from winter recess.
The establishment originally
sought membership in the MOPs
program last year after receiving calls
from students asking whether they
could use JumboCash, or “points,”
according to Dengizli.
“I always wanted to be on the

points, because [students] want to
pay with the points,” he said. “It’s
going to be convenient for them.”
Pizza Days lost out to Boloco
in a campus-wide vote last fall to
add a restaurant to MOPs. But TCU
Parliamentarian C.J. Mourning, a
junior who has played a central role
in expanding MOPs, said the ascension of the popular pizzeria seemed
virtually inevitable.
“I would have been completely
surprised if Pizza Days did not make
it onto points this time around,”
Mourning said. “Everyone seems to
order from them already, so it just
adds to the ease.”
see MOPS, page 2

Jumbo researchers make breakthrough
discovery about adult stem cell behavior
by

Michael Del Moro
Daily Editorial Board

A study published by three Tufts scientists last month offers groundbreaking
insight into regenerative science, showing
that bio-electrical signals play a major role
in determining the behavior of adult stem
cells.
In their paper, titled“Membrane Potential

Controls Adipogenic and Osteogenic
Differentiation of Mesenchymal Stem
Cells,” the scientists discuss a new way to
control the behavior of adult stem cells
using electrical impulses.
In previous studies around the world,
stem cell manipulation had been conducted using chemical signals.
see STUDY, page 2

Getting serious about Syria

Alex Schmieder/Tufts Daily

Fletcher School Professor Vali Nasr, Associate Professor of International Relations Malik Mufti
and Institute for Global Leadership Director Sherman Teichman offered insights on Syria’s evolving role in Middle East politics yesterday in the Crane Room. Sophomore Khaled Al-Sharikh and
juniors David Mou and Vicki Gilbert presented their research findings from a trip to Syria they
took last winter with the New Initiative for Middle East Peace, a Tufts organization that also
sponsored last night’s panel discussion.

Rebekah Sokol/Tufts Daily

Forty-eight percent of students endorsed Pizza Days for addition to MOPs.

Tufts switches to Direct Loans
by Sarah

Butrymowicz

Daily Editorial Board

In an effort to ease the effects of the country’s volatile credit markets on Tufts families,
the university will switch federal student
loan programs to circumvent third-party
student lenders.
Tufts has changed from the Federal
Family Education Loan Program (FFELP) to
the Federal Direct Student Loan Program.
The two systems offer the same subsidized
and unsubsidized Stafford loans and federally guaranteed parent loans, or PLUS loans,
but with FFELP, students receive financing
through a third-party lender and the availability of these loans is more susceptible to
fluctuations in the market. Through the Direct
Loans program, meanwhile, funds come
straight from the government at a fixed rate.
The change will take effect in the 2009-10
academic year. Current Tufts students who
are receiving aid will continue to receive
FFELP loans for the duration of their time
here, according to Director of Financial Aid
Patricia Reilly.
A university-wide committee, assembled
earlier this year to investigate the possibility
of switching programs, made its final decision
about three weeks ago. “We’ve been working
on implementation since then,” Reilly said.
The committee looked at operational
concerns, among other issues, since the
Direct Loans program requires setting up a
new infrastructure.
“The main negative consequence is that
it is a greater administrative burden on the
school,” Mark Kantrowitz, publisher of finaid.
org, told the Daily.
Through FFELP, the outgoing program,
students go to a lender’s Web site and apply

for a loan there. Tufts then certifies the loan
and receives the money from the lender, usually in the form of an electronic payment.
Under the Direct Loans program, Tufts will
be responsible for producing the loans, and
the Department of Education will then repay
the university.
The Office of Financial Aid will reorganize to make the adjustment, but it does
not expect a need to spend more to accommodate the change. “We’ll have to re-deploy
people,” Reilly said. “It won’t take additional
staff. It will just mean retraining staff.”
She was optimistic that the switch would
eventually streamline Tufts’ financial aid process. “In the end this will be simpler,” Reilly
said. “Instead of dealing with dozens of lenders all over the country we’ll only be dealing
with one entity.”
But the primary motivation to change programs was the growing troubles in the credit
markets that directly affect the student loan
world. This year, 168 private lenders have
stopped offering student loans.
This trend has prompted several schools to
eschew FFELP for direct loans from the government. In June 2007, 1,173 schools used the
Direct Loans program; by September 2008,
this number had jumped to 2,399, according to information Sen. Edward Kennedy’s
(D-Mass.) office gave the Daily earlier this fall.
“Many schools have started switching to
direct loan because of the greater stability of
the program,” Kantrowitz said. “There’s no
worrying about whether the lender is going to
be there in the future.”
Several universities in the Boston area,
including Harvard, Northeastern and
Boston University, already use the Direct
see DIRECT LOAN, page 2

New Christian a cappella group to give debut performance
by

Nina Ford

Daily Editorial Board

A new, Christian-focused a cappella group, Anchord, will host
its premiere university-wide performance on Sunday in Distler
Performance Hall.
Two other Christian a cappella groups, Harvard University’s
Under Construction and the
Massachusetts
Institute
of
Technology’s Cross Products, will
also perform. Anchord, which is
coed, formed last semester and
gained official recognition from
the Tufts Community Union
(TCU) Judiciary this October.
The Sunday performance will
be Anchord’s first show as an official student group on campus.

“We’ve been working really hard
all semester; we’re very excited to
show what we’ve been working on
to Tufts,” said sophomore Charles
Skold, the group’s manager.
The performance will begin at
8:30 p.m. and run until slightly before 10:00 p.m. Under
Construction and Cross Products
will precede a five-song set from
Anchord.
Founded in January 2008,
Anchord is the newest of Tufts’
10 a cappella groups. Sophomore
Benjamin Hampson and junior
Katherine Runes started the group
after Hampson’s older brother, a
member of Under Construction,
inspired him to replicate the idea
at Tufts.
With assistance from members

of the Harvard troupe, Hampson
and Runes held auditions in
February and formed a ninemember group that began to have
weekly meetings and practices.
“After a full semester of practice
and kind of starting to be a group,
we ended the semester with a
vision that we would become an
official student group this semester,” Skold said.
Anchord members began drafting a constitution over the summer, and in September they began
working to apply for recognition,
which they secured on Oct. 28.
“Now [that] we have all the
benefits of being an officially recognized group, it gives us some

Courtesy Debra Li

see ANCHORD, page 2

Tufts’ newest a cappella group will drop its anchor in Distler Performance
Hall on Sunday.
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New Tufts a cappella group looks
to collaborate with peer troupes
ANCHORD

continued from page 1

legitimacy on campus,” Skold said. “It
gives us a presence and it is an indication
that we are here to stay.”
Currently consisting of 14 members,
Anchord has performed at several Tufts
Christian Fellowship events and at the
Interfellowship Thanksgiving Dinner,
but Sunday will be its first self-organized
performance.
Skold has high hopes for the group’s
debut performance. “I think it will be a
great concert [with] lots of good songs. I
think the audience will be greatly pleased
with the musicality of all the groups,” he
said. “Beyond the musicality, I think that
the various messages that different songs
that each group might bring … will be
appreciated by the audience as well, and
hopefully get people thinking and talking
to each other.”
He said that as a Christian group,
Anchord’s songs embody the story and
messages of Jesus. They seek to communicate values such as love, faith and hope,
according to Skold. “Although not every
song is about Jesus … one of our purposes
as a group is to further thought and dis-

Pizza Days on MOPs
MOPS

continued from page 1

cussion about Jesus and about life, and
about how Jesus relates to life in a practical way,” he said.
Skold also emphasized the broad
appeal of Anchord’s music and the
diverse backgrounds of its members.
“There is no religious test to be part of
the group,” he said.
“I kind of anticipate a really diverse
audience. I think that there will be a lot of
people coming who are curious about a
new group,” Skold said. “Our hope is that
we are a group that everyone would like to
listen to and that everyone would appreciate listening to regardless of personal
religious beliefs.”
In addition to working with outside
a cappella groups, Anchord hopes to
collaborate with other troupes at Tufts.
“We’ve definitely felt welcome in the Tufts
a cappella scene by the other Tufts a
cappella groups and really hope to work
with them in the future,” Skold said.”We
really do hope that [the Tufts] campus
does welcome us and appreciate what
we add to the campus and the a cappella
scene here, and we really do look forward
to being a long-lasting presence here on
campus.”

Meanwhile, Dining Services Director
Patti Klos said yesterday that her office is
moving ahead with a second addition to
MOPs, but she would not disclose which
eatery it would be.
“There is another restaurant we’ve asked
to join, but I have not been able to confirm
this with the owner, so I cannot provide
more information at this time,” she told the
Daily in an e-mail.
This semester, Dining Services has
looked seriously at revamping its infrastructure to create a more comprehensive
off-campus dining program, similar to
those at other schools. With the addition
of Pizza Days and one other restaurant, the
program will include eight eateries.
The MOPs program allows students to
use their identification cards to pay for
food from local restaurants. Those ordering with MOPs use JumboCash, money
that comes from their bursar accounts.
Students paying with JumboCash can only
order delivery and can only place orders
after 7 p.m. on weeknights and after 1 p.m.
on weekends. Dining Services charges restaurants a 15-percent commission on all
MOPs purchases.
Pizza Days, as its name suggests, primarily serves pizza, but also offers calzones, salads, chicken wings and other side orders. It
is located on Boston Avenue a block from
campus, and with its 3 a.m. closing time, it
outlasts its neighboring restaurants in the
early morning hours.
The Senate asked undergraduates in its
semesterly survey last month to choose
two restaurants — from seven designated
choices and an “other” option — that they
wanted on MOPs. In conjunction with the
survey, the Senate held a fair at which restaurants vying for a spot on MOPs treated
students to complimentary food.
Approximately 48 percent of students
who responded to the survey chose Pizza
Days as one of the restaurants they wanted
to add to MOPs. Virtually every respondent
to the survey answered the MOPs question.
Rob Silverblatt contributed reporting to
this article.

Local schools divided on loan programs
DIRECT LOAN

continued from page 1

Loans program.
“We are a Direct Lending school, and
have been since the beginning of the program,” Harvard’s Director of Financial Aid
Sally Donahue told the Daily in an e-mail
in September. “It works well for us, and we
have no plans to change.”
Boston College still uses FFELP but
applied earlier in the year to the Direct
Loans program as a safeguard. Boston
College, which has been accepted to
the program, does not anticipate swapping programs for this year, largely for
logistical reasons — the school will
start using new financial aid software

in December of 2009.
“Since converting over to Direct Loans
would require BC to modify the old software
now and redo a new software package in
December of 2009, we have delayed our
decision until the 2010-2011 academic year
process is finalized,” Bernie Pekala, director
of student financial strategies at BC, told the
Daily in an e-mail.
Still, he added that BC could change its
mind at any time and begin using Direct
Loans.
Reilly underscored the fact that the student-loan world is changing daily. “There’s
a lot of action right now and a lot of schools
are considering the same decision we just
made,” she said.

Tufts researchers’ discovery could potentially diffuse
debate over the use of embryonic stem cells for science
STUDY

continued from page 1

“This is the first time that bio-electrical
signals have been studied in this process,”
Biology Professor Michael Levin told the
Daily.
Levin,
doctoral
student
Sarah
Sundelacruz and Department of Biomedical Engineering Chair David Kaplan
published their findings in the Nov. 17
edition of PLoS ONE, a Public Library of
Science journal.
Levin, who is also the director of the Tufts
Center for Regenerative and Developmental
Biology, said that although the center always
focuses on adult stem cells, this study could
help scientists skirt the ethical debate over
embryonic stem cell research.
Researchers at the center investigate biological systems, biological pattern formation and the application of data on these
topics to regenerative medicine.
“More generally, our center focuses on
new ways to get somatic cells to behave the
way that we would like,” Levin said.
“In very basic terms, we found that
human adult stem cells use a bio-electric
mechanism in turning into bone and fat,”
Levin said of his team’s study. “There is a
process that uses natural electrical signals,
and these signals are used to control the
adult stem cell behavior.”
Levin added that these signals control
the timing of when stem cells turn into
bone and fat.
The scientists were able to successfully
manipulate cells using these electrical signals so that they could control the differentiation of cells into desired types of tissue.
According to Levin, the electrical differentiation process they studied applies to
non-stem cells as well.
Levin called the system “a new and
very powerful” one that could potentially

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the Editorial Page editors,
and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of the Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and
graphics does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tufts Daily editorial board.

be used to help grow tissues needed by
humans after injuries.
For a previous study, Levin successfully

regenerated the tail of a tadpole using electric signals, a process that required the
regeneration of spinal tissue.

MCT

Tufts researchers have made a major discovery regarding how stem cells behave.
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Most Jumbos immune to senioritis plague
Seniors secure jobs for after graduation, but are not letting up on effort
by Sarah

Bliss

Daily Editorial Board

As the end of the Class of 2009’s time
at Tufts approaches, senioritis, commonly associated with the onset of academic apathy, is working its way into
the study habits of soon-to-be graduates, though some students feel the
pain more than others.
Early job security is no stranger to
senioritis. Senior Elizabeth Gibbons, who
is graduating early this semester, lined up
a position as an actuarial consultant at the
Boston office of Pricewaterhouse Coopers,
a large professional services firm for which
she had previously interned.
A math and economics major, Gibbons
found a job relatively easily despite the
economic climate, but such success has
meant a deviation from her normally
strong motivation.
“I would say that I’ve had senioritis to a
large extent,” Gibbons said. “Now, I guess
especially having a job and knowing that
a lot of classes that I am taking now don’t
apply to my job has really made it difficult
to actually do my problem sets and do the
homework and even go to class sometimes. It’s hard.”
While the aforementioned symptoms
may not be entirely unfamiliar to many
students, with the last leg of high school
hosting its own bout of the epidemic,
Gibbons said that senioritis is a new experience for her.
“It’s not really something I had in high
school because of AP classes and stuff —
even through senior year I still had things
to do,” she said.
Gibbons’ symptoms have manifested
themselves in typical fashion, but she has
made an effort to not fully succumb to
such inclinations.
“I have done a pretty good job of making myself go to class and getting the
work done, but I do leave things to the
last second a lot more than I have ever
done at Tufts, and don’t put in the same
amount of effort that I have previously,”
Gibbons said.
While Gibbons attributes her senioritis
to both her employment plans as well as
the fact that she is graduating a semester
early, she said that many of her friends,

whom she estimates about half of are in
the process of looking for jobs, are not
showing signs of decreasing motivation.
“Especially now with finals coming up,
a lot of my friends have a ton of papers
for the next couple of weeks, so they’re
definitely still involved in getting their
work done, whereas I think a lot of that is
because they don’t have jobs yet, so they
are more focused on it a bit more than I
am,” she said.
Due to the early application deadlines
for most positions in the financial industry, another student, senior Zoe Nourallah,
secured a post-college job as a risk management analyst at CitiGroup, a large
financial services company in New York,
but said she hasn’t yet faced a decline in
her performance at Tufts.
“I do want to eventually go to business
school, maybe two years after working.
However, I used to be a pre-med student, I
took all of the pre-med classes and almost
applied to med school,” Nourallah said.
“This is the first semester that I don’t have
any sciences ... so it’s been much easier,

I [have] the same amount of work that I
had before, [but] I am getting much better
grades because I don’t have a science class
to worry about.”
Gibbons said that despite her waning diligence, she also feels that her
performance this semester will not
affect her future academic or employment prospects.
“I am not really concerned, because I set
myself up well enough that even if I totally
bomb my classes — and I am only taking three, which is another reason for my
senioritis — my GPA is still good enough
to where I would be okay in applying to
grad school, and I don’t think my employer
is that concerned about it because they
look at so many different majors that GPA
doesn’t really translate across them very
well,” she said.
Nourallah said that any indications of
senioritis that she has seen have been
subtle, citing the competitiveness of Tufts
as a factor.
see SENIORITIS, page 4

Students’ dream careers change as time passes
Q1: What were your childhood aspirations in terms of career?
Q2: What are your current career aspirations?
Q3: Why do you think your aspirations have changed?
Sophomore Aaron Cantu
A1: Meteorologist
A2: Journalist
A3: “I was really into weather [when
I was a kid]. Now I really don’t care
about weather.”
Sophomore Samuel Estridge
A1: “I wanted to ride on trains all the
time. So probably a conductor.”
A2: “Something in the food business.”
A3: “Trains are really boring. Trains are
not interesting. I hate riding trains. And
food just gets better and better.”
Freshman Jesse Poon
A1: Professional baseball player
A2: President
A3: “Realism set in. You can’t make it
in the sports world if you’re 5-foot-6.”

Senior Nicholas Woods
A1: “I wanted to be a zookeeper and
be able to play with the animals all the
time. I loved the zoo.”
A2: Mathematician
A3: “I realized that all zookeepers do is
clean up shit.”
Junior Matthew Roukas
A1: Violinist
A2: Materials engineer
A3: “I wasn’t very good at violin.”
Sophomore Shilpa Nadimpalli
A1: “Astronaut. Like in Star Trek.”
A2: “Computational Bio. Working with
genes and stuff.”
A3: “Because I could never actually be
an astronaut.”
— by Nikolaus Bugas

Faculty efforts, Web tools thwart plagiarism
by

Charlotte Steinway
Daily Editorial Board

Despite the fact that teachers, parents
and administrators have hammered it into
students’ heads since elementary school
that plagiarizing and cheating will inevitably lead to punishment and dishonor in the
academic community, many still decide to

partake in such activities. During the chaos
of finals, the desire to plagiarize can be
greater than ever.
Nearly 50 percent of students at the
University of Cambridge have plagiarized,
according to a recent study conducted by
the university’s student newspaper. Out
of 1,014 survey respondents, 49 percent
reported committing an act of plagiarism,

Daily File Photo

According to a recent study conducted by the school’s student newspaper, nearly 50
percent of students at the University of Cambridge said they have plagiarized.

while only five percent of such students
reported being caught.
According to Dean of Student Affairs
Bruce Reitman, about 2.5 percent of the student body — about 100 to 140 students — is
faced with a plagiarism allegation each year
at Tufts.
Reitman explained that although not
all allegations ultimately result in proven
infractions, most do.
“I would say that approximately 80 percent of the allegations that are raised are
found to be valid accusations,” Reitman
said. “I think it’s because most professors don’t bring forth allegations unless
they’re pretty sure. It’s not just a tossup — there’s often already been some
research on the part of the faculty before
they bring things forward.”
Reitman added that even though most
allegations are accurate, they still may
indicate only a portion of the academic
dishonesty at Tufts, because many cases
likely go unnoticed.
“What total percentage of students is participating in unethical activity? Most people
would say it’s certainly higher than 2.5 percent,” Reitman said.
The university has made many attempts
to reduce such fraudulence, including the
establishment of a universalized academic
integrity code two years ago and the installation of the plagiarism detection service,
Turnitin.com, one year prior.
“Plagiarism hasn’t necessarily been a
problem in my classes in recent years, but
see PLAGIARISM, page 4

Charlotte Steinway | SOS

Packing to
go home

D

ear SOS,
Between finals and the general endof-semester madness, I’m really starting to get some Jumbo jitters about
having to pack, especially because I don’t live
within driving distance of Tufts. Can you give
me some pointers?
Sincerely,
Neurotic Nomad
Dear Neurotic Nomad,
As a resident of a state on the polar opposite side of the country, I’ve always been
extremely envious of the students who live
anywhere along the Eastern seaboard. Not
only do the local students (I consider North
Carolinians “local”) NOT have to schlep their
lives’ contents through the U.S. Postal Service
on a seemingly regular basis, but they also
seem to get free meals/the comfort of home
WHENEVER they please. The closest I’ve gotten to that is videochatting with the fam, only
to find that while I’ve been gone, my room has
been transformed into a storage unit for my
mother’s photographs of bald plastic dolls,
my 17-year-old brother’s DJ turntables and a
strobe light collection.
When I got angry about the situation, my
father retorted with: “Char, what are you complaining about? Your room has been transformed into a hip art gallery-turned-rave —
that sounds like your dream bedroom!” Yes
dad, I will just love waking up every morning
feeling like I’ve passed out from an ecstasy
binge in some idiosyncratic arts house.
Tangents aside, I have a couple of pointers
for your packing problems. In the future, try to
phase out articles of warm-weather clothing
as soon as it’s gotten too cold for those president’s lawn “study” sessions. I’d suggest either
shipping home a BRO-a-licious box of all your
cargo shorts and rainbow sandals or handing
over all your CALI-rific clothes to mom or pop
during Thanksgiving. That way, when packing
crunch time occurs, you won’t have to take up
space with all of those summer-tinged clothes
you clung onto, in hopes of some rando bout of
global warming-induced 75 degree weather.
Even if you didn’t have a chance to edit your
wardrobe throughout the semester, I’d still
suggest shipping a box of things home for the
holidays — airline baggage regulations have
gotten so whacked out in recent years that I
wouldn’t risk bringing extra belongings.
In terms of actually packing, you should live
by two basic principles: Start early and stay
sober. The “start early” principle may sound
trite, but it is extremely necessary. And the “stay
sober” principle? Well, I just wouldn’t want
you to arrive home only to find your bag filled
solely with themed party attire. There are VERY
few places where you can wear a full-blown
“Call on Me” outfit in public. Luckily for me,
my hometown is one of them … I guess living
in the American Apparel capital of the world
has a few perks.
Let me share a touching example with you
that will hopefully synthesize these two concepts: At the end of freshman year, a friend of
mine put her packing off until the night before
her departure. Granted, this was the end of the
school year, so the situation was slightly more
calamitous. Anyway, said friend then decided
to start drinking and just see what happened
— BAD. IDEA. The events to ensue involved a)
plenty of heavy imbibing at some alcoholically
over-zealous frat and of course b) NOT packing. The next morning, when she awoke at 8:15
a.m. — 45 minutes before her 9:00 a.m. flight
— she realized she had no time to pack, let
alone think … which is probably why I found
14 makeshift storage boxes fashioned out of
abandoned fruit crates from Dewick lying outside my door with a note: “PLZ MAKE SURE
THESE BOXES GET BACK TO MY HOUSE!
LOVE, SAID FRIEND.” Alright, maybe I’m a
little bitter, but PLZ, for the sake of your friends’
sanity, start early — and stay sober.

Charlotte Steinway is a junior majoring in
sociology. She can be reached at Charlotte.
Steinway@tufts.edu.
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Turnitin.com proves effective

PLAGIARISM

continued from page 3

there were a couple of instances in
the more distant past,” Associate
Professor of Sociology James
Ennis said.
Ennis noted that the utilization
of Turnitin.com in many of Tufts’
courses has acted as more of a deterrent to plagiarism than anything
else. He added that many students
don’t realize that the site stores copies of their essays in the database
in order to prevent students from
re-using the papers of their peers.
Reitman said that it wasn’t until
this year that professors started
seeing issues of duplicate assignments on Turnitin.com.
“This year, [the site] started
reporting duplicates of work that
had already been turned in, in
the same class, in previous years,”
Reitman said. “What’s interesting
about the longitudinal aspect of
[Turnitin.com] is that you can’t
have that analysis until you’ve been
an institutional member of [the
Web site] for a while — I can tell
you, three years is long enough. It’s
the life span of a student, so we’re
seeing these cases.”
According to Reitman, before the
School of Arts and Sciences and the
School of Engineering had implemented the universal code, action
was often up to the discretion of
the professor when dealing with a
student under suspicion.
“Some faculty members would
see them as incidents for which
separation from the institution
was the only logical or appropriate
outcome, because they came from
schools with honor code environments,” Reitman said. “Other faculty
members saw these as educational
opportunities and didn’t impose a
code violation and rather saw it as
a chance to re-write the paper. That
got to be … a point of contention
among faculty members.”

Through the introduction of
the academic integrity system, it
is now a requirement that any
speculation of an infraction be
reported to the dean. Choosing to
inform the student, however, is up
to the professor.
“Some faculty members just
send the case over to us, and we’re
the ones to inform the student
that there has been a report, but I
think more often faculty members
inform students that they’re sending the case over,” Reitman said.
Ennis said he feels that the
aspect of notifying the dean may
be crucial, as the problem could
be pertinent to the student’s
other professors.
“The faculty has some discrepancy in how to handle issues of
plagiarism, but oftentimes the
deans want to know, because if
there’s a problem in one course,
there may be a problem in other
courses,” he said.
In order to prevent students
from plagiarizing from the get-go,
Ennis strives to create assignments
that evade the problem entirely.
“I’ve tried to organize my assignments in a way that is not conducive to plagiarizing — such [as] getting students to develop their work
over the semester by having proposals and conversations prior to
when the assignments are due,” he
said. “I often also require paper presentations, and if [students have]
plagiarized, they are less likely to
want to talk about their paper [in
front of a class].”
Some students feel that they
have had to be additionally cautious about citing their sources
since coming to Tufts, so as not to
breach the academic code.
“I’ve heard that the consequences for plagiarism here are really
severe, so I’m always extra careful
when it comes to checking my citations,” junior Olivia Hole said.
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Tufts faculty sees little evidence of senioritis
SENIORITIS

continued from page 3

“I think there are slumps
when a paper is due in three
weeks, when maybe in earlier
years you might have stayed on
top of the reading and prepared
earlier,” she said.
According to Nourallah, those
students who intend on attending graduate school soon after
graduation face an increased
delegation of time towards
related activities rather than a
direct decrease in motivation in
their Tufts academic pursuits.
“Everyone who is filling out
their applications for grad
school now makes that a higher
priority, but I wouldn’t say that
they are slacking off on school,”
Nourallah said. “Of course there
are people who have a bunch of
easy classes left, because they
finished their major and their
requirements, so obviously
they aren’t spending time at the
library, because if classes are
easy there’s no need to.”
According to Jean Papalia,
director of Career Services,
students who seek assistance
through her office are often
very motivated yet willing to
make accommodations in their
academic schedules.
“Based on anecdotal observations, it seems that students
who are energized about making career plans may be less
likely to ‘drop the ball’ on their
academics. In fact, students will
often comment on putting aside
career related efforts to attend
to studies,” Papalia said in an
e-mail to the Daily. “In other
cases students report planning
their schedules so that their
second-semester senior year is
‘lighter,’ to allow for focus on
job search.”
Senior Daniel Jeng, who has

been actively pursuing employment since September and is
still continuing the search, said
he does not believe senioritis
is as prevalent at Tufts as one
would expect.
“Considering the global
recession and the diminished
job market, most of the seniors
I know are anxious regarding
the future and thus are driven
to dedicate even more time and
energy to academic success,”
Jeng said.
Jeng said that factors such as
improved efficiency in studying,
remaining requirements and how
his fellow peers qualify a “good”
senior year indicate whether they
are likely to slack off.
“Many consider having a
‘good’ senior year as positively
correlated with the number of
social functions attended, the
volume of alcohol consumed
… amongst other things. If this
is high on the priority list, then
academic performance may be
adversely affected,” Jeng said.
Motivation may also fluctuate according to the difficulty level or time-intensive
nature of individual classes,
as well as its importance of
one’s major. Japanese Lecturer
Shiori Koizumi said that she has
noticed an improvement in the
work ethic of seniors.
“In most of the cases senior
year, of course everything isn’t
an A-plus, but I have seen a lot
of improvement,” Koizumi said.
Koizumi added that many of
her students, particularly those
majoring in Japanese, began
making plans as early as last
semester to secure jobs, indicating very little slack in academic efforts.
“In senior year, they are very
serious about their future that’s
coming soon. They know that

they have to graduate first of
all, but they really want to think
about whether or not they can
use Japanese,” Koizumi said.
According to Neil Miller, a lecturer in the English department,
the level of motivation of seniors
in his classes varies.
“It’s kind of hard to evaluate, just because I haven’t seen
them over the years,” Miller
said. “I’ve seen some seniors
that are the opposite, that just
have an incredible work ethic
that they have probably developed since age five, and it just
continues through their senior
year. There are people like that,
which always kind of surprises
me … because I remember my
own senior year when we did
slump off.”
Before dismissing senioritis
as nonexistent, though, Miller
said that the higher levels of
noticeable senioritis are likely
still to come.
“There are people who won’t
attend classes, their attendance
falls off a bit, particularly towards
the end of the semester,” Miller
said. “Particularly maybe second semester rather than first,
you do get people not putting
their all into things, and I think it
becomes more so as the semester goes on. There is a lot of
enthusiasm at the beginning.”
Still, Miller argued that any
noticeable slump might be
more related to job searches
and graduate school applications.
“I do see people putting more
attention toward their internships and interviews than their
courses,” Miller said. “I don’t
know if other professors see
that, maybe it’s such a small
amount, but I do think the economic climate could have an
impact.”

10% off for dinner for students with
Tufts ID
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Film Festival

MFA’s ‘Dream Catcher’ film festival spotlights
the work of Russian director Shakhnazarov
by Jessica

Bal

Daily Editorial Board

Karen Shakhnazarov is a jack of all
trades when it comes to filmmaking. The
Russian director has created timely and

Dream Catcher: The Films of
Karen Shakhnazarov
Dec. 3 through Dec. 6
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
465 Huntington Avenue
617-267-9300

entertaining motion pictures for over
30 years, spanning genres as diverse as
musical comedy and historical drama.
He has a knack for stirring together fantasy and reality to create an appetizing
visual surprise, often carefully laced with
relevant political and cultural context.
The son of a Soviet political analyst,
Shakhnazarov possesses a keen sense
of how individual stories can unravel
the social climate of Russia at various
points in history. Celebrating his cinematic achievements is the film series
“Dream Catcher: The Films of Karen
Shakhnazarov” at the Museum of Fine
Arts, Boston.
The series began on a lighthearted
note on Wednesday with “Jazzmen”
(1983), a comedy set in the 1920s. Plucky
protagonist Kostya (played by Igor
Skylar) fills the opening shot with his
contagious smile and a wink, as his fingers rapidly pound out a catchy jazz tune

mfa.org

‘Jazzmen’ (1983) fully realizes the comedic potential of top-hats.
on the piano. It’s only the silence at the
end of the performance that reveals he
is not there to entertain, but for a trial.
His crime? Debasing his academy by
pursuing a form of music which represents “the monstrous bourgeois culture”
and capitalist ideals. Though the Soviet
instructors threaten him with expulsion,

Kostya utters five words which sets the
course for the shenanigans to follow: “I
won’t give up jazz.”
With that, Kostya sets off to start the
first Soviet jazz band, much to the chagrin of the country’s leaders. He finds
the colorful, street-performing duo of
Stefan (Aleksandr Pankratov-Chyrony)

Theater Review

and Zhora (Pyotr Merkuryev) who add
a banjo and percussion to the mix. The
troublesome pair is undoubtedly the
main source of charm in the film. Their
hilarious bickering and silly antics make
the audience fall for “Jazzmen” from the
start.
From the get-go, their attempts at
jazz are more derived from “The Three
Stooges” than anything else. Donning
clownish costumes and banging on pots
and pans, Kostya’s jazz band becomes a
circus of sorts. Nevertheless, he stops at
nothing to make it in the music world
as the motley crew chases money, fame
and a unique jazz style. Along the way,
they schmooze with Cuban singer
Clementina Fernandez (Larisa Dolina)
in hopes of gaining another member,
and pick up their saxophonist, Ivan
(Pyotr Shcherbakov), while in jail. “Are
you crooks?” Ivan asks them. “No, musicians,” Kostya replies, but there doesn’t
seem to be much difference anyway.
The film often feels like a Broadway
musical. Clementina is introduced
bursting into song as she disembarks the
train. Kostya, Ivan and Stefan spontaneously break into synchronized dance
moves as they saunter arm-in-arm down
the street. Alluring, red-lipped songstress Katya and Kostya share a smooth,
lounge duet which breaks up the action
and puts Katya in a sleek bob, just for
kicks.
Luckily, the tunes are so catchy that
see RUSSIAN, page 7

Interview | Darren Aronofsky

Aronofsky looks over a
wrestler’s shoulder for
his latest endeavour
by

Christopher Rivlin
Contributing Writer

Director Darren Aronofsky
recently sat down with the Daily
to talk about his upcoming film,
“The Wrestler,” starring Mickey
Rourke and Marissa Tomei (interviewed for yesterday’s Weekender
section). The film follows the life of
ex-pro wrestler Randy “the Ram”
Robinson, who now makes his
living by performing at amateur
events. In the interview, Aronofsky
spoke about his background,
explained his innovative techniques and defended his incorporation of clichés.
amrep.org

“Aurelia’s Oratorio” will literally turn your world upside down

‘Aurelia’s Oratorio’ provides surreal, innovative cirque
by

Gabbi Levy

Daily Staff Writer

The stage is open, framed by
faded but elegant red velvet curtains draped haphazardly in a

Aurelia’s Oratorio
Written and Directed by
Victoria Thierrée Chaplin
At the American Repertory
Theatre through Jan. 3
Tickets $39 to $68

mix of patterns and folds. The
curtains, which like many other
normally inanimate objects on
the stage, have life and character
in “Aurelia’s Oratorio,” a predominantly wordless theatrical performance by Aurélia Thierrée.
While many of the sketches
in “Aurelia’s Oratorio” are mindbending, they aren’t overtly limbbending. Unlike the more familiar style of the absurd circus that
was made famous by “Cirque du
Soleil,” Thierrée relies on illusion
and a few well-placed strings to
trick the audience.
The “Oratorio,” conceived

entirely through the collaboration of Thierrée and her mother,
Victoria Thierrée Chaplin, draws
heavily from dreams to bring
depth to the whimsical world it
creates.
For Thierrée and Chaplin, this
type of illusion-based cirque is
a family tradition. Chaplin is the
daughter of Charlie Chaplin and
the granddaughter of playwright
Eugene O’Neill. She and her husband Jean-Baptiste Thierrée also
create theatrical acts that play with
illusion and toy with perception,
see AURELIA, page 7

Christopher Rivlin: How did you
get into filmmaking?
Darren Aronofsky: Well, I didn’t
start out taking film at college. My
roommate was an animator, and at
the end of the year, I’d end up with
a bunch of papers with B-minuses
on them while my roommate
ended up with a movie, so it was
tough. As a result, I took a drawing class with Will Wrightman, and
Will was an amazing teacher, so I
took a year of drawing and it completely changed the way I looked
at the world. It went on from there,
and what I learned had a huge
impact on this film.
CR: You’ve described directing as a
triangle between time, money and
creativity. Could you talk a little bit
about what the triangle was like for
this film?

DA: Money was the big problem,
and a money issue turns into a
time issue. We only had 35 days
to shoot, which is fine for an independent film, but it gets difficult
when you have action sequences
because we had about two days
[for] each of the wrestling sequences. But we had a great creative
team, so together we were able to
figure out a way to make the best
of it. Whenever you have a limited
amount of time and money, it’s all
about using clever ways to get by. I
think my whole visual style comes
out of not having much money. I
never have enough money.
CR: So you feel it makes you more
creative?
DA: Absolutely. You know, big
problems with films happen when
you have too much money and it
just gets wasted. If you have limitations, you have to learn how to
turn them into positives. That’s the
secret.
CR: What motivated you to film so
much of this movie from behind
Randy’s head? It seems to give the
film an air of a documentary. Is this
what you were going for?
DA: Well, exactly that. I kind of
call it a “proactive” documentary
style ... Since it was a narrative,
it was also orchestrated, and a
lot of the movement stuff was
discussed with me and Mickey
see ARONOFSKY, page 7
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Got an
opinion?

We want to hear it.
TUFTS vs Saint Anselm’s
Friday December 5th

MEN’S HOCKEY

Bus Leaves:
From:
To:
Game Time:

6:30pm
Campus Center
Malden Forum
7:00pm

Invite your friends for a FUN afternoon. Bring
your Tufts ID for entrance to game

Write to us!

Send op-eds to
tuftsdailyoped@
gmail.com

The Biology Department Presents:
THE BARNUM MUSEUM LECTURE SERIES 2008
RICHARD PRUM
Yale University
“Frontiers in Extant Dinosaur Biology:
Birds as Dinosaurs”
th

Friday, December 5 , 2008
4:00pm-5:00pm, Barnum 104
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Alternate universe of ‘Aurelia’ creates
both jarring and humorous images
AURELIA

continued from page 5

departing from the more conventional pomp
of the circus.
“Aurelia’s Oratorio” is challenging to
describe in simple terms. The “sketches”
are loosely connected through an alternate world, where shadows walk upright,
kites fly people and the rules of gravity and space don’t apply. In a recurring
piece, Jaime Martinez, featured alongside
Thierrée, alternates between dancing and
battling with an empty set of clothing.

Unlike the more familiar
style of an absurd circus that
was made famous by “Cirque
du Soleil,” Thierrée relies
on illusion and a few wellplaced strings to trick the
audience.
Martinez dances with strength and
grace, moving beautifully beside Thierrée,
as his compact dancer’s body imbues his
motions with an undercurrent of sensuality. If the whole show is intended to exist
in a dream, then the chemistry between
Martinez and Thierrée — her appearance
slightly tousled — puts these two dreamers in the same bed.
Thierrée’s costumes, designed by her
mother, reflect this same nocturnal theme.
She changes constantly between formfitting red velvet nightgowns to black slips
to white linen pants, often wrapped conspicuously in a filmy dressing gown that
floats around her as she dances and hangs
from ropes attached to the ceiling. In fact,
almost the entire design exists in those
three colors, with the occasional dazzling

flash of gold or silver. The performance
employs huge expanses of velvet and lace
with gusto.
“Aurelia’s Oratorio” succeeds in its
ability to continuously reverse the audience’s expectations of the actions and
images. The results are mildly jarring, but
not uncomfortable: The audience feels
amused by the departures from reality
rather than bothered or offended. Through
costume, prop and curtain, the magic of
the “Oratorio” occurs just out of sight,
but a curious audience might always find
comfort in guessing how these feats are
accomplished. Still, “Oratorio” is beguiling enough that awe and enjoyment don’t
hinge on the need to believe that any of it
is real.
Thierrée’s presence on the stage is
infectiously charming. Slim, with enormous dark eyes and an aura of mystery,
her appeal is in the collusion of youth and
sensuality, grace and humor and elegance
and awkwardness.
One gets the sense that “Oratorio” is a
glimpse into a psychological dreamscape,
where Aurelia gleefully frolics in the playground of her own subconscious. But
not everything is fun in this world, where
the puppets sometimes turn predatory
and the dance becomes violent. Martinez,
whose character is unnamed, falls into a
protector’s role, as if he senses the danger
of which Aurelia is blissfully unaware.
Emotions, such as joy and fear, become
elemental and surreal.
The play is funny and moving, acting both as mindless spectacle and provocative theatre. It resists definition, and
much like Aurelia herself, is always just
slightly out of reach.
“Aurelia’s Oratorio” runs through Jan.
3 at the American Repertory Theatre
in Harvard Square. It features Aurelia
Thierrée and Jaime Martinez (through
Dec. 12) and Julio Monge (Dec. 13 through
Jan. 3).
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Aronofsky delivers audiences a ‘mixed
bag of emotions’ in ‘The Wrestler’
ARONOFSKY

continued from page 5

and the camera person, so we all worked
together. Like [Tomei’s] dances — we kind
of figured out the dances but wanted her
to be free to do some stuff. We had a real
sense of where she was going, so we were
able to move and not have light shadows
cast on her. It was a kind of marriage
of documentary and narrative. Following
him just makes sense because it’s hard to
shoot someone well while walking backwards with a handheld camera, so we just
sort of took it as part of the style and stuck
with it.
CR: Was there any specific inspiration for
Mickey Rourke’s character?

DA: His character is really an amalgamation of lots of different characters. The sad
thing is the more of these guys we met,
the more clichés we ran into, as so many
of their lives ended up a similar way. Even
the guys who kept it together and have a
family, etc. — they all had similar stories
and all knew someone who was going
through a similar thing and dealing with
the physical damage that had been done to
them. It was great; the other night, Rowdy
Roddy Piper showed up at a screening and
he loved it. He broke down and cried in
Mickey’s arms, so he was psyched that this
story was finally told.
CR: Can you talk a little bit about the idea of
glory and pride with the characters depicted
in the film? You have these two characters
who are trying to exhibit this pride and glory
with their bodies, which are clearly fading.
DA: I always try to leave people with a
mixed bag of emotions. One of the producers reminded me last night that this is a film
about a guy that wants to be loved. At first,
he wants to be loved by the audience, but
when he can’t do that anymore, he tries to

uk.movies.yahoo.com

Aronofsky knows his wide smile is cliché,
but he doesn’t care.
be loved by these two women in his life.
When he can’t make that work, he goes back
to the only place he feels he can be loved.
CR: You talked about clichés before. What
role do you think narrative clichés play in
a piece that is meant to be fiction but also
have this realistic edge?
DA: I’m not sure. Hubert Selby, Jr., who wrote
“Requiem for a Dream” [the novel, 1978],
used to say that it’s called a cliché for a reason, because it’s mostly true. He said there is
something about clichés that is important,
so I think it’s all about executing clichés —
that if you execute a cliché in a cliché way,
you’re screwed, but if you do it in an original
way, it can actually be very poignant.

Shakhnazarov to appear for
discussions after each screening
RUSSIAN

continued from page 5

Courtesy Joshua Wilmoth

There’s no looking back for the 300 students involved with “Your Mom.”

TDC presents a show for everyone and their mother
Since early in the semester, hundreds of students have been gathering for an hour each week to learn and
rehearse their dances with the Tufts Dance Collective (TDC). On Saturday, they will finally unveil the results
of their hard work in front of an audience. In addition to guest appearances by Sarabande and Turbo!, over
300 students participating in 21 dances will perform in TDC’s fall semester show, entitled “TDC Presents Your
Mom.”
According to the TDC board members, after viewing each of the acts the board decided to choose the
name “TDC Presents Your Mom” as the overall theme for the show. This theme is also explicitly present in
the first dance of the evening, the Choreographer’s Dance, in which the choreographers for every dance will
come together to perform a piece set to Fountains of Wayne’s “Stacy’s Mom” (2003). The rest of the show
will vary between technical and non-technical forms of dance, with pieces ranging from hip hop to ballet,
from contemporary to a step number.
This loose, freeform style of show is indicative of the nature of TDC as a whole. Entirely student-run and
student-choreographed, TDC holds no auditions. Anyone can join, and its members sign up for the dances
they wish to be in. The group is founded entirely on its members’ love of dancing, and the fun they have
clearly shines through in their dances. “It’s going to be a great show with lots of energy,” senior board member Joshua Wilmoth said.
“TDC Presents Your Mom” will be performed in Cohen Auditorium on Saturday, Dec. 6, at 6:30 p.m. and
9:30 p.m. Each show will run about one and a half hours including an intermission, during which there will
be a charity fundraiser bake sale.
-— Evan Chiacchiaro

one can’t help but get swept
up in the fun. The music by
Anatoli Kroll is, in a word, sensational. His light, frenzied
ensembles provide the perfect
background of tip-tapping and
trumpet blares to accompany
the band’s ludicrous adventures. The sounds are quick
and fun throughout, complementing the rusty cymbals
and dusty top hats of “a vie
bohème.”
Of course, by nature of being
a musical comedy, the film’s
loose ends tie together a tad
too neatly and unbelievably at
times. The ending is a bit hasty
and mildly contrived, but by
that time the sweetness of the
characters has long since settled comfortably in the audience’s minds, and they can
enjoy the cherry topping on
Shakhnazarov’s hilarious treat.
Ultimately, the strength of
the film comes from its ability
to remain undeniably human
and heartwarming amidst the
ludicrous antics and clownish performances. One of
the most memorable scenes
occurs when Ivan announces his birthday, and the boys

promptly scrounge for gifts
that range from a silver pocket
watch to — quite literally —
the hat off Zhora’s head. The
crew breaks into an impromptu
“shoobop” jazz quartet number. It’s sugary, but irresistible
all the same.
The series runs until
Saturday, Dec. 6. Catch
“Courier” (1986) tonight at
6 p.m., about a teen figuring out his future, and “The
Tsar Assasin” (1993) at 7:45
p.m., featuring a schizophrenic patient who claims to be
the man who assassinated the
royal family during the Russian
Revolution. Take a breather from exam prep and final
papers on Saturday afternoon
for the surreal “Zero City”
(1988) at 1:30 p.m. and “The
Rider Named Death” (2004)
at 3:45 p.m., an investigation
into the series of murders
committed by a radical socialist group in Russia during the
20th century. Students pay $8
admission, and tickets can be
purchased online at mfa.org/
film. Shakhnazarov will make
an appearance in person at
each of the four screenings
to discuss his works with the
audience.

Eating Disorder Treatment
Treatment of Adults
Suffering from Anorexia and
Bulimia Nervosa
For the most effective treatment and highest staff-to-client ratio in New
England, informed clinicians refer their clients to Laurel Hill Inn. We
provide extensive programming in a highly structured and supervised
non-institutional therapeutic setting. Evening, day, residential, and aftercare
programs in West Medford and West Somerville. Call Linda at
781 396-1116 or visit our web site at www.laurelhillinn.com.

The Tufts Daily

8
Crossword

Comics

Friday, December 5, 2008

Doonesbury

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

solutions

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Running NQR sober

Late Night at the Daily
Solution to Thursday's puzzle

Rob: “What’s a cum rave?”
Tom: “Ooooh, I’ll read that.”
Carrie: “Whatever you do, make sure you leave
the word ‘cum.’”

Please recycle this Daily

by

Wiley
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Housing

-

Sports

-

Available for Lease
One 7BR. Two family, whole house
- two kitchen, two bath. Free
washer and dryer, parking. Call
617-448-6233.

Available for Lease
Various 4BR, some almost right
on campus. These will be gone
very quickly. ACT NOW! Call 617448-6233

Available for Lease
One 6BR in great shape. Two
floors, two baths, very close to
school. Garage parking, washing
machine, and dryer in unit. Call
617-448-6233

Available for Lease
3 Bedroom, very close to campus, for school year 2009-2010.
Common room, big kitchen, parking - ACT NOW, WONT LAST. Call
617-448-6233

Somerville (Teele Ave) Close to
Campus! Available June 1st.
4 Bed, 1 Bath on 1st and 2nd floor
of owner occupied 2 family house
- 10 min walk to Davis Sq. and T.
Fully furnished kitchen, living room,
and bedrooms. Free W/D in basement. From and back porches with
back yard.$2400/month not including utilities. 1st and last months
rent/security deposit required. Call
Tim Moore @ 617-448-5626.

Friday, December 5, 2008

-

Wanted

Charlie Rent
One 5 Bedroom Apartment, One
4 Bedroom Apartment. Walking
distance from Tufts University. 62
Powderhouse Blvd. Somervile,
MA. Call Charlie @ 781-646-7434 if
interested.

California Cryobank f08
Sperm Donors Needed. Earn up to
$1,200/month. California Cryobank
is seeking males for its sperm
donor program. Office located
in Cambridge, MA. Apply online:
www.spermbank.com

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $10 per week with Tufts ID or $20 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the
insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an
overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Jumbos to take on regional competition in Invitational at MIT today and Saturday
WOMEN’S SWIMMING
continued from page 12

Ziolek coasted to the 200yard freestyle victory by almost
three seconds and was the third
leg of the 200-yard freestyle
relay team, which included
O’Neill, Eacret and freshman
Courtney Adams.
Eacret nearly broke a threeyear-old school record in the
50-yard butterfly, touching the
wall in 26.80 seconds, just .58
ticks off the mark set in 2005
by Bianca Spinosa. Freshman
Natalie Matheny scored her
first victory on the Hill, barely
out-touching senior teammate
Perry Ross by .08 seconds. Ross
also notched her first collegiate
win in her last home meet, winning the 50-yard breastroke in
34.74 seconds, just .03 seconds
ahead of Wellesley freshman
Erika Buckle.
“It was nice to have certain kids step up and have an

impact today,” Bigelow said.
“We all recognize that this is a
tough week for everyone, especially the freshmen, with exams
coming up, and it can be hard
to grasp this stress level. As a
result, we tried not to overload
too many swimmers today, and
I think we did a great job.”
Burke was a dual winner in
the 1000-yard and the 50-yard
freestyle events, while senior
Michelle Caswell out-touched
O’Neill in the 50-yard backstroke. Other winners for the
Jumbos included senior tricaptain Katie Swett in the 200yard individual medley.
With a number of Wellesley
swimmers out due to injury
or sickness, Bigelow’s squad
treated this dual meet as a
tune-up for this weekend’s MIT
Invitational, allowing swimmers
to compete in unusual events.
Sophomore Megan Kono, the
school record holder in the

1000- and 1650-yard freestyles,
for instance, swam the 100yard breaststroke as preparation for the 400-yard IM at this
weekend’s MIT/Middlebury
Invitational.
The meet in Cambridge,
beginning tonight at 7 p.m., will
feature NESCAC rivals Bowdoin
and Colby, in addition to host
MIT, Brandeis — which Tufts
has already defeated this year
— NYU and Wheaton. In the
last meet of the fall semester,
the Jumbos are looking forward
to competing against a plethora
of stiff opposition.
“There’s not a lot of pressure this weekend for us
because we’re racing against
such good teams,” Burke said.
“[Wednesday] was the perfect
warm-up for the weekend, which
will be a great meet because we
will get to see a couple NESCAC
schools, see what those teams
are bringing.”

James Choca/Tufts Daily

Senior tri-captain Katie Swett won the individual 200-yard medley as the
women’s swimming and diving team downed Wellesley at the Hamilton
Pool on Wednesday to move to 4-0.
“The meet gives us a great
opportunity to test ourselves
against great competition,”
Bigelow said. “I feel like now,
we’re physically ahead of the

game, but we have to be ready
to test ourselves mentally in a
two-day stretch. It’s definitely
a head game, so mentally we
need to see.”

Jumbos’ defense holds off Panthers’ late-game charge, keeps narrow lead
MEN’S BASKETBALL

14 from beyond the arc.
“With Tom and I inside, we have a
pretty physical presence,” Pierce said.
“We want to make teams take contested
jump shots, and we’ve worked really
hard to keep teams out of the middle
and deny their post catches, and tonight
we did a really good job of that.”
“It’s a combination of those guys
getting up and our wings getting up,”
Sheldon said. “We’re denying wings
now, whereas we didn’t last year — we
were just kind of moving around the
outside trying to protect the inside.
Now we’re pushing them out and we’re
using the wing defense to keep their
passes from getting inside. It’s a team
effort.”
On the wings, Gallant and junior Dave
Beyel clamped down on O’Keefe and
sophomore Matt Feehan, limiting their
opening looks in the second half and
holding PSU to 29 points, including just

continued from page 12

said. “We had maybe 10 minutes of
lapses when we got up by 10 points in
the second half, and we made a couple
mental mistakes and let them get a
couple open looks. But when it came
down to it, it was 63-62, and we came
down and got three stops in a row, right
when we needed to. Really, that’s what
we’re all about.”
“We’ve been really trying to work on
the defense,” Sheldon said. “They’ve
been working hard and getting up, and
I think we’re playing better defense. It
was nice that defense finally wins the
game for them, and we know we can
build on that.”
The defensive effort began in the
paint, as junior Tom Selby had five
blocks and Pierce contributed three.
The Jumbos’ post presence forced the
Panthers outside, where they shot 5-of-

StatISTICS | Standings

six in the first nine minutes of the half.
“When we were in the locker room,
we talked about this,” Selby said. “Both
Dave and [Gallant], we told them, you’ve
got to get into these guys. They didn’t let
O’Keefe into the middle in the second
half, and that really helped, just keeping them outside. Either make them
go baseline into us, or just keep them
contained. That really helped a lot.”
While the Jumbos did everything
they could to contain O’Keefe after
the break, Pierce took over on offense.
He finished the game 6-for-8 behind
the three-point line, 5-for-8 inside it
and 9-for-11 from the free-throw line.
The 37 points were the second-highest
total of his career.
“When he’s on, he’s on, you know?”
Selby said. “There’s nothing you can
do. We love to get him the ball. And
the big thing is, we’re moving the ball
through me, but I’m just there look-

SCHEDULE | Dec. 5 - Dec. 9
		

Women's Basketball

Men's Basketball

(4-1, 0-0 NESCAC)

(4-2, 0-0 NESCAC)

Amherst
Bates
Bowdoin
Colby
Conn. Coll
Middlebury
Trinity
Tufts
Wesleyan
Williams

NESCAC

OVERALL

W
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

W
4
3
5
4
3
5
2
4
1
5

L
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

L
0
1
1
3
3
2
4
2
4
2

Individual Statistics
PPG
Jon Pierce
24.8
Aaron Gallant 11.3
Dave Beyel
10.7
A. Quezada
7.3
Matt Galvin
6.8
Dan Cook
5.0
James Long
4.7
Tom Selby
3.8
Sam Mason
2.7
Reed Morgan 2.2
Max Cassidy
1.6
Bryan Lowry
1.6
Peter Saba
1.2
Team

RPG
8.8
1.8
4.2
0.3
3.2
1.8
3.5
4.0
3.2
2.2
1.2
1.4
2.0

APG
1.0
1.3
2.2
0.7
5.0
0.2
0.2
1.0
0.8
1.3
0.4
0.2
0.6

79.7 41.2 14.5

NESCAC

W
Amherst
0
Bates
0
Bowdoin
0
Colby
0
Conn. Coll 0
Middlebury 0
Trinity
0
Tufts
0
Wesleyan
0
Williams
0

L
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

OVERALL

W
6
3
3
4
0
4
5
4
4
2

L
0
1
2
1
5
3
0
1
1
4

Individual Statistics
RPG
4.4
8.0
4.8
3.2
2.4
5.4
1.0
0.2
0.8
1.3
1.8
1.6
0.0

ing to find the open guy ... I love the
chemistry this year. We’re moving the
ball really well, and it just happens that
he’s the guy putting the baskets in. And
that’s great. I’m not complaining.”
While Pierce’s numbers to date have
been eye-popping — his 22.4 points per
game lead the NESCAC and 8.6 rebounds
rank him a close second — he and his
teammates still insist that it’s all about
teamwork, which is producing tangible
results on both ends of the floor.
“I love the chemistry,” Selby said.
“We’re working really hard. I know
Pierce is putting up the numbers, but
he’s not going out there with the mentality that he wants the numbers. We’re
all sharing the ball, and we’re all bringing it on defense. We made a goal for
ourselves this year that defense was
going to be the key, and we’re doing it.
We’re getting everybody involved, and
we’re bringing it. I love the intensity.”

APG
4.8
1.8
1.2
2.2
0.6
1.0
0.6
0.4
0.8
1.3
1.8
0.4
0.0

Colleen Hart
Julia Baily
K. Tausanovitch
Kim Moynihan
Casey Sullivan
Rachel Figaro
Lindsay Weiner
Katie Wholey
Stacy Filocco
Kate Barnosky
Vanessa Miller
Katie Puishys
Issy Cless

PPG
15.2
14.4
9.2
8.6
7.0
6.0
5.0
2.8
2.8
2.7
2.6
2.4
2.0

Team

79.4 34.6 17.4

Ice Hockey

(1-3-0, 0-2-0 NESCAC)
NESCAC

W
Middlebury 2
Williams
2
Bowdoin
2
Colby
2
Amherst
1
Hamilton
1
Trinity
1
Wesleyan 1
Conn. Coll. 0
Tufts
0

L
0
0
0
1
1
1
1
1
2
2

OVERALL

T W L T
0 4 0 0
0 3 1 0
1 4 0 1
0 2 3 1
0 2 2 0
0 1 1 0
0 2 2 0
0 1 3 0
0 3 2 0
0 1 3 0

Individual Statistics
G
2
Tom Derosa
3
Nick Resor
Lindsay Walker 1
0
Mike Vitale
0
Cory Korchin
0
Dylan Cooper
0
Matt Amico
1
Joe Milo
1
Andy Davis
1
Zach Diaco
10
Team

A
3
0
2
2
2
2
2
0
0
0
15

Pts.
5
3
3
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
25

Goalkeeping
Scott Barchard
Jay McNamara
Team

GA
13
4
18

S%
.886
.862
.875

S
101
25
126

FRI		

SAT

Men’s
Basketball

at MIT
2 p.m.

Women’s
Basketball

vs. ColbySawyer
2 p.m.

Ice Hockey

vs. St. Anselm
7 p.m.

vs. New
England
College
3:30 p.m.

Men’s
Swimming and
Diving

at MIT
Invitational
7 p.m.

at MIT
Invitational
11 a.m./5 p.m.

Women’s
Swimming and
Diving

at MIT
Invitational
7 p.m.

at MIT
Invitational
11 a.m./5 p.m.

Indoor Track
and Field

Husky Carnival
at Northeastern

Men’s
Squash

at MIT
11:30 a.m.

Women’s
Squash

Jumbocast

Women’s
Basketball

SUN

MON

TUE
at University of
New England
7 p.m.
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Sports

Inside the NHL

League suspends Avery for comments to media
by

gideon jacobs | Baseball, Football
and Poop Jokes

Just a
game?

Korin Hasegawa-John
Senior Staff Writer

There was plenty of excitement leading
up to Wednesday’s game between the Dallas
Stars and the Calgary Flames, although few
would have suspected that it would lead to
a pre-game suspension. The
NHL suspended Dallas left
wing Sean Avery for an indefinite period on Wednesday,
not for any on-ice violations, but rather for his comMCT ments to the Canadian news
media.
In an interview a few weeks ago, Avery criticized Commissioner Gary Bettman’s inability
to effectively promote the NHL and appeared
to claim that Flames superstar Jarome Iginla
is a boring hockey player. Desperate for controversy as always, The Sports Network (TSN,
ESPN north of the border) had been desperately trying to build ill-will between the
Flames and Stars. It was a non-starter, but
fortunately for TSN, Avery proved himself
quite capable of making a story. He blew
right through TSN’s front-page article about
an imagined controversy between Avery and
Iginla and created one from scratch.
Avery, an agitator both on the ice and off,
made reference to the relationship between
Flames defenseman Dion Phaneuf and
actress Elisha Cuthbert, who happens to
be Avery’s ex. On the ice, that’s no big deal;
in the NHL, bits of repartee that are not fit
for print are regularly exchanged on the ice
or on the benches.
Avery has said that he gets the biggest rise
out of his opponents when he plays the wife/
girlfriend card. But it’s a different matter in
front of a rolling TSN camera in a clip that
will be shown repeatedly, and the commissioner’s office felt that a suspension was necessary to show exactly how players can and
cannot act off the ice.
His suspension was probably a long time
in the making. Avery is an extremely highprofile player outside the league, in part due

MCT

Dallas Stars wing Sean Avery’s recent suspension may have been unjustified considering other
recent offenses made by other NHL players that have been overlooked by the league.
to his media antics, his fashion sense and his
string of attractive and famous girlfriends.
His high media profile earns him a lot of
interviews with nontraditional outlets.
He never fails to criticize the league, the
commissioner, his fellow players and anybody else who comes to mind. Bettman and
company were just looking for an excuse,
and Avery was kind enough to supply it
by making some misogynist comments on
national television. Dallas Stars owner Tom
Hicks also issued a press release stating that
he would have suspended Avery had the
league not taken action itself.
Avery is one of the most fascinating players in the NHL; opponents both hate him
and are impressed by his skills. Teammates
enjoy his antics when they work, yet they

hate the distractions that he causes. Fans love
him or detest him or alternate between the
two. The people who like him revel in watching him agitate, scrap and do all the dirty little
things, and the people who dislike him have
fun watching him get the tar beaten out of
him by a guy like Andrew Ference.
With Avery, everyone wins. It’s a lot more
exciting to have him around than not. He had
to have a penalty invented for him last season
when he parked in front of New Jersey Devils
goaltender Martin Brodeur. Avery attempted
to distract Brodeur by waving his stick in
front of his face like a giant fan. In the end,
he draws attention to the NHL, and there
is a case to be made for the league keeping
players on the ice who can help maintain fan
interest in professional hockey.

International club: TUFC raising funds to play abroad
CLUB SOCCER

continued from page 12

at Div. I Fairfield University on Oct. 4 in
front of over 100 of their fans, winning
2-0. Swing and the rest of the squad hope
to carry some of their success in the fall
to their games against collegiate Spanish
teams, in which they will need to play
as well as possible to stay even remotely
close to their competitors.
“I look forward to picking up where
we left off in spring season which starts
before our Madrid trip,” Swing said.

“The trip will be a great opportunity
for us to bond more as a team and get
great experience from playing quality
Spanish teams.”
While the games overseas will certainly be good practice for the players,
it is more likely that the increased team
chemistry from such a long trip together
will ultimately result in stronger performances when the squad resumes play at
Tufts after the break.
“This trip provides us a great opportunity [to] bond as a team,” Swing said. “To

travel as a group and play against foreign
teams during vacation while still enjoying everything Madrid has to offer will do
our team much good. We plan to play the
Universidad de Madrid as well as several
youth club teams of pro teams. We also
will attend an Atlético de Madrid game of
the Spanish Primera Division. Watching
an elite soccer team will be an amazing
learning experience as well.”
“It’s going to be a good bonding experience for the team,” Schiller said. “I know
everyone is looking forward to it.”

Games of the Week
looking back (NOV. 29) | KANSAS 40, NO. 13 MISSOURI 37
One year after seeing Missouri end its perfect season and its bid for a national championship,
Kansas exacted a measure of revenge, knocking off the 13th-ranked Tigers 40-37 Saturday at
Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City.
Facing a fourth-and-seven from the Tigers’ 26-yard line with 33 seconds remaining, Jayhawks
quarterback Todd Reesing tossed a go-ahead touchdown pass to wideout Kerry Meier, accounting for
the final margin. Reesing out-dueled one-time Heisman hopeful Chase Daniel, completing 37 of 51
attempts for 375 yards and four touchdowns for his first career victory over the Tigers.
Trailing 26-10 with 10:29 to play in the third quarter, Missouri began a furious comeback bid,
scoring 20 unanswered points to take a 30-26 lead. Daniel led the charge, tossing three of his four
touchdown passes during the stretch.
Over the next 5:02 the teams traded touchdowns, setting the stage for Reesing’s heroics. On the
eventual game-winning drive, the Meier went 6 of 9 for 67 yards to help the Jayhawks end a recent
skid that saw them lose four of their five previous contests.
Although its Rivalry Week loss to Kansas was a poor ending to Missouri’s regular season, the Tigers’
postseason plans will not change as a result of the setback, as Missouri had already locked up the Big
12 North title and a trip to the conference title game. They’ll now take on Oklahoma, ranked No. 2 in
the BCS, in a rematch of last season’s Big 12 title game.

MCT

looking ahead (DEC. 5-DEC. 6) | TUFTS ATHLETICS AT MIT
Four Tufts squads — both swimming and diving teams, the men’s basketball team and the
men’s squash team — will head down the Red Line this weekend for a set of clashes against
regional foe MIT.
For the unbeaten men’s and women’s swimming and diving teams, the weekend’s competition will provide a chance for the Jumbos to assess where they stand relative to other
squads throughout New England. No fewer than six teams, including a couple from the
NESCAC, will be on hand to put a dent in Tufts’ early season success.
The men’s basketball team, meanwhile, will renew what has been a spirited rivalry
with MIT over the past few seasons tomorrow afternoon. The Jumbos have not lost to the
Engineers in recent memory, but the two squads have met for some memorable contests.
Most notably, Tufts and MIT played to a triple-overtime thriller on Dec. 2, 2006, with the
Jumbos coming away with an 86-81 victory.
The men’s squash team, which took a 1-4 mark into last night’s clash at Amherst, will
look to get back on track against MIT tomorrow. The squad hasn’t lost to the Engineers since
2004 and has swept MIT 9-0 in competition the past three straight years.

“I

t’s just a game.”
That single sentence changes the
meaning of sports entirely. It’s the
sentence that makes the guys who
go to stadiums with painted chests “idiots.”
It’s what makes spending huge sums of
money on tickets supposedly “ridiculous.”
It’s what makes caring — truly caring —
about sports considered “childish.”
Those four words trivialize sports, making them something smaller than they are.
“It’s just a game” implies that when you
gain some perspective, you’ll realize that
sports simply aren’t that important, and
that on the world’s “priority totem pole,”
the rightful spot for sports is somewhere
close to the bottom, alongside Monopoly
and Clue.
There isn’t a sentence in the English language that I hate more. Could it be more
condescending? Could it be more demeaning? Could it be more wrong?
What invokes more passion in the average human being than sports? When a city’s
beloved team wins a championship, people flood the streets, honk their horns and
hug strangers. Parents name their children
after their favorite athletes. Some people
are willing to fight — and every so often
kill — to protect the honor of their favorite
team. There’s more emotion in Fenway during a Sox game than in a theater during a
Shakespearean tragedy.
What is more popular? If you ask the
average American who our secretary of
state is, you are going to get a lot of blank
stares. Ask the average American who Derek
Jeter is and you are going to get a fiveminute PowerPoint presentation on why he
deserved MVP honors in 2006. Every child
grows up wanting to play point guard for the
Lakers or forward for Manchester United.
Every child knows what a home run is.
What provides more common ground
between people? If I, a young, white
Jew from New York City, walked up to a
70-year-old black man on the streets of
Johannesburg, all it would take is one
mention of the South African Springboks’
big win in the rugby world cup and I’ve got
a new friend. Nothing can connect totally
different people as easily.
Sports is an industry worth billions upon
billions of dollars. The Redskins are worth
more than some small countries (look it up).
Athletes are paid like CEOs. Agents rake in
fortunes. Broadcasters make a ton. We have
sports television, newspapers, magazines,
Internet sites, movies, books, video games,
collectible cards and lunchboxes. In 1994, 45
million households tuned in to watch Tonya
Harding battle Nancy Kerrigan. Last year, 48
million households watched the Giants beat
the Patriots in Super bowl XLII. Like John
Lennon once said about the Beatles, sports
are bigger than Jesus.
As sacrilegious as it is, is there any doubt,
on a global scale, that it’s true? There are an
estimated 3.5 billion soccer fans worldwide.
In America, Sunday is no longer the Lord’s
day. Nope, it belongs to Adrian Peterson,
Peyton Manning and Tom Brady (who just
may be God himself). Sports aren’t, and
never were, just games, hobbies or pastimes.
They represent a worldwide religion that’s
growing stronger with time.
Millions of children devote large portions
of their childhoods to sports. They play Little
League, Pop Warner and AAU. They follow their favorite teams with unflappable
dedication. But when they start to grow up
and realize that maybe they are going to be
one of the 99.99 percent that can’t play for
a living, it’s like they are expected to move
on from sports. It’s like they are expected to
grow out of it because, well, you can’t devote
your life to “games.”
It’s that concept of “growing out of sports”
that’s crazy. The magnitude of sports on a
global scale is so popularly underestimated,
so constantly demeaned, that people are
afraid to get too invested. But not me. I’m
going to invest like it’s Microsoft stock in
1986, because I love sports and I know literally billions of others worldwide do, too.
That’s not crazy. That’s just good business.

Gideon Jacobs is a sophomore who has not
yet declared a major. He can be reached at
Gideon.Jacobs@tufts.edu.
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Men’s Basketball

Pierce outduels O’Keefe as Jumbos
survive Plymouth State comeback
by

Evans Clinchy

Daily Editorial Board

When the Plymouth State
Panthers paid a visit to the
men’s basketball team two
MEN’S BASKETBALL
(4-2, 0-0 NESCAC)
Cousens Gym, Yesterday

Blue crush: Tufts downs
Wellesley in season’s final
meet at Hamilton Pool
by

Alex Prewitt

Senior Staff Writer

The women’s swimming and
diving team had not dropped
a contest to the Blue in its last
WOMEN’S SWIMMING
(4-0)
Hamilton Pool, Wednesday

Plymouth St. 36 29 — 65
Tufts
39 32 — 71
years ago, brothers Ryan and
Jason O’Keefe took the college court against each other
for the first time. Ryan (LA
’08) had an off-night for the
Jumbos, scoring four points,
while then-freshman Jason
for the most part watched
from the PSU bench.
Two years later, the rematch
was a little different.
“I talked to their mom
before the game,” Tufts coach
Bob Sheldon said. “I told her,
this will be a perfect game.
We’ll give your son 30 and
we’ll win by 10.”
Close enough.
Ryan was watching from
the stands as Jason, now
a junior shooting guard and
the Panthers’ second-leading
scorer, recorded a career-high
28 points on 10-of-18 shooting on his brother’s old stomping ground. Not to be outdone,
junior co-captain Jon Pierce
thundered back for the Jumbos,
shooting 11-for-16, hitting six
threes and finishing with a double-double — 37 points and 10
boards. The game stayed close

Women’s Swimming and Diving

Wellesley		
Tufts		

Andrew Morgenthaler/Tufts Daily

Junior Tom Selby bats the opening tip away from Plymouth State sophomore Tom Dowd in the men’s basketball team’s 71-65 victory last night.
until the final minute, when
Tufts pulled away to seal the
71-65 win.
With 11 minutes to play, Pierce
hit three free throws to put the
Jumbos in a comfortable 52-42
lead, but the Panthers clawed
back. A quick 9-2 run narrowed
the lead, and with 1:41 to play,
PSU crept to within a point at
63-62. A Pierce three put the
Jumbos up four, and two suc-

cessive steals — one from senior
co-captain Aaron Gallant and
the second from sophomore
point guard Matt Galvin — kept
the Panthers at bay. In a game
characterized by defense from
wire to wire, the Jumbos ended
it the right way.
“We played 30 really good
minutes of defense,” Pierce
see MEN’S BASKETBALL, page 10

113
183

seven matchups, entering a rare
Wednesday night meet against
Wellesley College. This meeting
was no exception.
In a meet that saw numerous
swimmers competing outside
their normal events, the Jumbos
rolled over an undermanned
visiting Wellesley squad 183-113
at Hamilton Pool to improve to
4-0 on the season.
“It’s always a very strong
rivalry between us and
Wellesley,” said coach Nancy
Bigelow, a former coach at
Wellesley. “The last couple of
years, it’s been touch and go,
coming down to the last relay.
There’s always a lot of respect
out there between the two
teams, even if this is a down
year for them.”
“[Bigelow] always gets us
really pumped to race Wellesley,
especially since she used to
coach for them,” senior tricaptain Kayla Burke said. “It’s
always a great meet, a great
rivalry, and that’s what drives
us. It’s hard, but we try to

emphasize the fun aspect in
it.”
Despite the dominating home
victory, one of the Jumbos’ primary highlights came outside
the confines of Hamilton Pool.
Since Tufts does not have a diving facility, the divers competed at Wellesley. Junior Lindsay
Gardel, who ultimately finished
second to Wellesley senior
Kate Sorenson, qualified for
the NCAA national meet in the
one-meter dive with a 258.68
total. Gardel also placed second
in the three-meter dive, tallying
256.79 points.
In terms of swimming events,
Tufts did not even need the last
relay to cement a victory over
Wellesley, which was competing in its first road meet of the
season, as the Jumbos dominated right from the opening
race. The 200-yard medley
relay team of freshmen Kelly
Moriarty, Paulina Ziolek and
Valerie Eacret and sophomore
Maureen O’Neill cruised to
nearly a five-second win, kicking off what would be an evening of Tufts names atop the
leader boards.
“This was just a great meet
for everyone; we all had fun
because people got to swim
in fun events they don’t normally swim,” Burke said. “We
weren’t clearly killing them,
and Wellesley is always great
to race because they did such a
good job.”
see WOMEN’S SWIMMING, page 10

Club Soccer

TUFC to take on competition in Madrid over spring break
by

Philip Dear

Daily Editorial Board

After months of fundraising
and preparation, it’s official: The
Tufts University Football Club
(TUFC) will be spending its 2009
spring break in Madrid, Spain.
“A spring break trip to Madrid
was a serious undertaking and
while it has proven difficult for
a team still not recognized by
the school, we are well on our
way to going,” said junior cocaptain Dalton Swing, who organized the Madrid trip. “The first
flight reservations were made
[on Wednesday]. Obviously to go
trans-Atlantic to play soccer is
rather expensive, and while the
entire team is not going, we are
in the process of several fundraising events.”
Fundraising through the sale
of merchandise, corporate sponsorship and special events has
allowed all members of TUFC the
opportunity to go on the trip for
just under an estimated $1,000
per person.
“TUFC is currently selling team
shirts and we will also be holding
an indoor cup in the spring,”
Swing said. “Our sponsor Venom
Energy, of Dr. Pepper, has offered
some money as well.”
“The cost per person is roughly $590 for the flights roundtrip,
$125 for hostels and then food
and personal expenses is whatever you want it to be,” added
freshman Jake Schiller, who
runs the fundraising aspect of

the team. “Fundraising is coming from selling T-shirts, as well
as an indoor soccer tournament,
five versus five, which is going
to be held in February … The
T-shirts are very similar to our
jerseys, which had received a lot
of compliments, so we decided
to make the T-shirts in an effort
to cut the costs and also to raise
our fan base.”
Of course, one of the primary
questions is what could have
inspired a club soccer team,
which receives no funds from the
university, to spend such a large
sum of money to go to Madrid.
“I have seen varsity and club
teams at Tufts go on team trips
before and felt it was an appropriate time for TUFC to do something similar,” Swing said. “With
the other captain Jon Zindman
abroad in Madrid for the entire
year, it was the obvious choice
... He is setting up housing over
there as well as games versus
Madrid teams.”
Zindman, a junior, is abroad
in Madrid for the entire year
and has arranged for TUFC to
play the club soccer team in
Spain he currently plays for at
the Universidad de Madrid. The
squad also hopes to attend a professional soccer game between
Atlético de Madrid and Villarreal
of La Primera Division of “La
Liga” while in town.
TUFC completed its fall season
at 6-6-1, with its top win coming
see CLUB SOCCER, page 11

courtesy Dalton Swing

A mix of members of the Tufts University Football Club’s first and second teams will spend their 2009 spring
break in Madrid. Junior co-captain Jon Zindman, currently spending a year abroad in Madrid, has set up matches
against the Universidad de Madrid’s club team and several youth club squads of pro teams in the area.

