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Dear Tufts Student,

Each year in the university we have an opportunity to start over—to make a
fresh beginning. So, whether you are beginning this academic year at Tufts
as a new student or are returning for another year, now is the time to set
new goals for the coming months, make new resolutions, and put into prac-
tice what you’ve learned from the past.

We have come together at Tufts to share the variety of our experience, the
richness of our differences. Whatever you decide you want from your years
at Tufts can be achieved more easily—and perhaps more fully—with the
support of the Tufts community so that it may more effectively support
your own aims. Participation in student organizations enriches both the
community and your own educational experience. There are over 160
organizations providing oppurtunities for both independence and coopera-
tion, for initiative and creativity, and requiring, from you, a sense of
responsibility and sensitivity to the needs of the whole student body.

Living in our community offers a chance to contribute to and maintain,
through the TCU Senate, the Committee on Student Life, and elected dor-
mitory governments, the policies by which you can live and work and play
in your campus home—policies that allow people to live together with a
maximum of respect and consideration for one another.

In an academic community like Tufts, the discipline, self-knowledge, and
honesty which our intellectual growth demands are necessary in and out of
the classroom. Initiative, autonomy, and self-discipline have traditionally
motivated student life at Tufts, and these values will be maintained. At the
same time, however, we promise vigorous and consistent maintenance of
discipline when others’ rights are violated. None of us can permit the
behavior of any single student to compromise the physical or intellectual in-
tegrity of any other student.

The Pachyderm attempts to bring together the opportunities for develop-
ment, the resources available, and the rules of campus and residential life.
Because it is intended to serve you as a guide to acceptable behavior (and a
clear indicator of prohibited behavior), it has been extensively revised this
year to make its contents more readily accessible. We welcome your com-
ments about its usefulness, as we do your comments and suggestions for im-
provement of any aspect of the quality of undergraduate life at Tufts.

Have a good year!
Sincerely,
Bobbie Knable

Dean of Students
September, 1980



Dear Friends,

This student handbook is a comprehensive resource guide to Tufts Univer-
sity and to the Boston area. It contains information about student activities,
descriptions of the many programs and opportunities that Tufts offers, and
the official statement of the policies and regulations governing academic
and social life at the university. The Pachyderm is a relatively new name for
this handbook, associated with Tufts’ mascot, Jumbo the elephant, given to
the university by P.T. Barnum. In earlier days of the college, the student
handbook was published by the honor society of the sophomore class, the
Ivy Society, from which it derived its name. The Ivy Book was used through
1976-1977. The Ivy Society has not been in existence for many years now.

The handbook is now published by a student committee working in
cooperation with the Dean of Students Office and the Student Activities Of-
fice. We encourage your contribution and participation in the annual pro-
duction of The Pachyderm.

We extend a warm welcome to the new members of the Tufts community.
We hope that the information contained in this book will help you become
settled and active at Tufts.

Best wishes for a happy and productive year.

Sincerely,

The Pachyderm Staff
Dean of Students Office
Student Activities Office
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HISTORY AND TRADITIONS

Tufts Beginnings

The movement which led to the founding of Tufts College began in the early
1800s. Members of the Universalist Church and related churches felt the
need for a new and different liberal college, one which would be nonsec-
tarion but not anti-religious. There was some debate as to where the new
school should be built but the debate was resolved when a philanthropic
landowner from Medford, Charles Tufts, decided to donate twenty acres of
land, located on what was then known as Walnut Hill, for the purpose of
building the new college. The school was later named in his honor. Once the
decision was made, many of the wealthy aristocrats of the area were ready
and willing to offer financial support. In 1852, Tufts College was granted a
charter by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and became the 163rd
institution of higher education in the United States. The following year,
Hosea Ballou II agreed to serve as the first President of Tufts at a salary of
$800. The first students entered Tufts in 1854, and the first commencement
was held in 1857, with three students graduating.

During Tufts’ first 128 years, many changes and a great deal of expansion
have taken place. Total enrollment has gone from seven students in 1854 to
6,598 students in the 1979-1980 academic year. The faculty at Tufts has in-
creased from four in 1854 to 912 part- and full-time current members with
many volunteers. Tuition has also increased from $35 in the 1860s to $350 in
1941 to $5,850 for 1980-1981.

Tufts has had ten presidents and several acting presidents. The current
president, Jean Mayer, was inaugurated in the fall of 1976 and has initiated
many new programs and ideas in the university.

The land on which the college was founded was once called Walnut Hill,
for an obvious reason. In the seventeenth century, when it was used as
upland pasture by the residents of Charlestown, it was heavily wooded, but
during the American Revolution Hessian soldiers stationed in the area cut
down trees and used them for firewood. The remaining trees were cut down
by Medford residents—perhaps for the shipbuilding industry. By the time
Tufts was founded, the hill was treeless. Throughout your college career
you will hear the words of Charles Tufts, spoken to friends who had asked
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him what he intended to do with the land he had inherited: “‘I will set a light
upon the Hill.”” The definitive history of Tufts College from 1852 to 1952,
written by Dr. Russell E. Miller, is called Light on the Hill.

Memories and Traditions
JUMBO

Next to Ballou Hall is the rebuilt Barnum Hall, named for P.T. Barnum,
who was a trustee of Tufts College and the donor of the building. Located
inside Barnum Museum until its destruction by fire in the fall of 1975 was
the only college mascot whose name appears in Webster’s Dictionary. Every
Jumbo sandwich, Jumbo sale, or Jumbo balloon you have ever eaten, at-
tended, or blown up was named for this Jumbo, the third largest and most
famous elephant ever held in captivity. We cannot guarantee that pennies
placed in Jumbo’s trunk insured passage of all examinations, as Tufts
students over the years have enjoyed believing, but it is true that Tufts had
the largest, most famous mascot in the world.

After he was killed by a locomotive during a circus tour in Canada in
1885, Jumbo’s hide was sent to Tufts College to be mounted and displayed
in the museum, later expanded to house the college’s activities in the
biological sciences. Standing majestically in the Barnum Room, Jumbo was
viewed by many thousands until the hide was totally consumed by the
destructive 1975 fire.

MILLES ELEPHANT

Donated by the class of 1915 on its fiftieth reunion, the Milles elephant
stands in the courtyard of Wessell Library. It is the first casting of an
original work created in 1948 by the well-known Swedish sculptor, the late
Carl Milles. The Milles Jumbo is a distinguished addition not only to the
Tufts campus but also to the entire country because it is the work of one of
the most renowned sculptors of our time. The only other casting of the
elephant is in the Milles Garden, Sweden, in which are located originals or
replicas of nearly everything the artist created.

THE LIBRARY ROOF

The Nils Yngve Wessell Library at Tufts is built, literally, into the side of a
hill, and has attracted the attention of architects and educators across the
nation. Sometime, as a respite from hours of studying, go to the gardenlike
roof of the library and enjoy the imposing panoramic view of Greater
Boston. Rumor has it that a tradition is observed on the roof of Wessell
Library on clear, warm nights when the moon is full. Supposedly, couples
appear from all over campus and retreat to the roof to view the skyline and
discuss organic chemistry and corporate finances and other related matters.
Students are encouraged to check on the validity of this tradition.

THE OLD CAMPUS

The area just below Goddard Hall is known at Tufts as the Old Campus. It
is not older than the rest of the college, nor is it what we think of as “‘the
campus.”’ It is a campus, however, in the ancient Roman sense, ‘‘an open
place for martial exercise,”” for here during the Civil War and other wars,
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college students drilled for war service. It is old, too, in another respect. It
would be an exaggeration to say that intercollegiate football started at
Tufts, but it is no exaggeration to say that when Tufts College first played
intercollegiate football, only four other colleges—Rutgers, Princeton, Har-
vard, and Yale—were playing. Indeed, there are those who say that the first
intercollegiate football rivalry in the United States—real football, not the
old fashioned game closely resembling soccer—was between Tufts and
Harvard.

From the Old Campus you can see the Fletcher School complex on one
side and, on the opposite side, along Professors Row, some of the fraternity
houses. Nine national Greek-letter fraternities have chapters at Tufts,
although there are more nonfraternity men on campus than there are frater-
nity brothers. Several fraternities have houses on Professors Row; some
have houses on other streets on the Hill. Fraternities at Tufts are Zeta Psi,
Theta Delta Chi, Delta Upsilon, Delta Tau Delta, Psi Upsilon, Sigma Nu,
Theta Chi, Zeta Beta Tau, and Kappa Alpha Psi. In the tradition of Greek
life at Tufts, there are also three national sororities on campus, Chi Omega
(recently reactivated from the original 1910 Tufts-Jackson Chapter), Alpha
Phi, and Sigma Kappa.

It is difficult to realize now that if you had stood on this spot in the 1800s
you would have seen little but pastureland between Professors Row and
Broadway. Most of the land was owned by the college, and faculty members
were allocated sections of it for farming and cattle grazing. One professor
kept enough cows to be able to sell twenty quarts of milk per day to faculty
families. Several of the present-day garages along Professors Row were
once barns. In fact, the college itself operated a large farm. Students were
able to earn part of their tuition by working on the farm, a chore probably
familiar to most of them, and the produce was consumed in the dining hall
at Ballou. The trustees, after years of harboring farm livestock and growing
strawberries and raspberries in profusion at the bottom of the Hill, came to
the decision that farming was ‘‘unbecoming’’ to a college, and the last cow
was said to have departed in 1893.







